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* An Exceptional Offer : 
a 
= Owing to giving up poultry farming we have “a 
'. the following : 
a | 
1925 PULLETS FOR SALE 
(February and March Hatched). : 
40 WHITE WYANDOTTES ... at 10/- ea. : 
(Pierce Grove). ." 


150 RHODE ISLAND REDS ... at 9/-,, 
(Crowley) . 


250 WHITE LECHORNS (1924 Htchd) at 5/= ,, 
(Priest & Shiajw’s strain) (Flock average 168 eggs). 


250 R.I.R.’s (1924 Hatched) ... ... at 7/= 5; 


(Flock average 160 eggs). 


ALL HEALTHY AND RUN ON FREE RANGE. 


JOWITT & SIMPSON, 
BURFORD HOUSE, SHEPTON MALLET. 
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Scientifically 
Designed. 


AD 
SY 


Soundly 
Constructed. 


ASD, 
Gy 


The 
Very Best 
AC aterials, 


SD 
iy 


Perfectly 
Ventilated. 


July Ist, 1925. 


Secure the > 
Pick Now! 


The breeding pens at ‘‘Heydown”’ are now 
being disbanded, and an opportunity arises to 
secure a limited number of 
INDIVIDUALLY RECORDED, 
BLOOD-TESTED, 1923 and 1924 hatched hens. 


Our Catalogue, which is free for the asking, 
will explain to you fully, how and why the 
“ Heydown *? Pre-eminent strains really excel. 


We are now also booking orders for Three 
Months’ Old Pullets, also Cockerels, from our 
Special Cockerel Breeding Pens. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON. 


M. Council §.P.B.A., National Poultry Council, Follow 
N.U.P.S., Southern Committee N.P, Institute, 


‘‘HEYDOWN,”’ HEATHFIELD, SUSSEX. 


Draught Proof. 


AID 
iv 
Easily 
Erected. 


Sa 
‘ay 


If you are visiting 
the, Royal Norfolk 
Show at King’s Lynn 
on duly Ist and 2nd, 
be sure to inspect 
these houses at 
STAND No. 70. 


Showing No. 8 (30ft. x 12ft.) Laying House. 


Fullest pails of FTRRBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm & Appliance Work 
ROCKLAND ST. PETER, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. 
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The “Eclipse” Poultry Houses. 
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THESOFFICIAIZ ORGAN’ OF THE 
Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 


WEDNESDAY, JULY ist, 1925. 


tion of the date of hatching or the seasonal urge 
to produce, to which our correspondent alludes. 
| Editorial. Further, the abundance of insect life would not 
be in evidence in every season, as there are years 
when it would not-be particularly abundant even 
: at the end of March: 
THE EARLY HATCHED-PULLETS. We are quite aware that the earlier hatched 
pullet reaiches sexual maturity at an earlier age 
than her later hatched sisters, but we have never 


We have received the following letter from a 


correspondent :— fs before heard of Wyandottes laying under four 
“I see a remark in your April 22nd issue with months old, except in one or two individual cases, 
reference to the Registration of Early Hatched which must be regarded as very exceptional. 
Pullets: That ‘the early hatched pullet may be Numerous letters have reached us from all parts 
in every respect the equal of her late hatched of the country, speaking most SB Hsiaaecally of 
sister. I speak without great knowledge, but I the profit producing qualities of the early hatched 
have found a very grave and serious disadv antage pullet, and there is little doubt that, as a general 
to early hatching ot “breeding pullets on free range. rule, it possesses far more vitality, =r lay a 
It may not be so with penned birds, but on free larger egg, and develop a larger frame than its 
range—do what I will, with simple food and con- later hatched sisters: By later hatched in this 
stant moving, my January hatched White Wyan- instance, we mean ‘birds hatched during May or 
dottes, caught by the seasonal urges to produce, June. 
and stimulated by the abundant insect life—come Many well known breeders are of opinion that no 
on to lay at the end of April or at the beginning pullet will throw such good stock as these January 
of May, and they never recover from this pre- hatched birds. 
cocity. Their eggs, though numerous, lack size, We are especially interested in the reference 
and their bone suffers—they have crooked breasi made to crooked breast bones, as we have for 
bones. Not so, their March or April hatched many years contended that the precocious pullet 
sisters, who, maturing later, remain absolutely did not assimilate a sufficiency of calcium salts 
sound in bone, and produce large eggs. . for both development and production, hence this 
bal, am having the same trouble with this ricketty aditiont 
season’s -February hatched pullets, which are Referring once more to the abundance of insect 
growing too fast and may “‘bolt to seed.” Is | life, surely: this is no more abundant in March and 
there not, therefore, in ae rly hatching a danger April than in May and June? 
to stamina, size of eggs, and bone in a laymg | One can perfectly understand that there would 
strain? Would it be wae having once proved a be individuals in any flock, whether early hatched 
hen as a producer of good pullets, to hatch more or not, which would be nrere eaisily influenced by 
from her in May or June, hoping the cold weather environmental conditions than others. 
will check the pullets, who, maturing unusually In all breeding, if we wish to be successful, the 
Slowly, will produce unusually sound stock in their | jndividual must be studied, and we contend that 
Second season? I realise there will be a loss of | the January hatched pullet, if selected for her body 
a long winter record of a good price on surplus | size, and size of egg, will breed as healthy and 
cockerels, and the prolonged use of incubators and | yigorous stock as any later hatched bird, and far 
equipment, but the birds, I think, that would benefit more so than those hatched in May or June, be- 
are the breeding hens of the future—naturally this cause in these later hatched birds there does seem 
does not apply to cockerels—who segregated, | good reason to believe that their vitality 1s affected 
live undisturbed till the breeding season, and are rather through the egg lacking in certain elements 
zy better out early.”’ which ‘are essential to the healthy and vigorous 
* The first thing which will strike our readers is development of the chick than to any other cause. 
' this remarkable precocity of our correspondent’s The question of earlier hatching has often been 
' pullets—laying when they are barely four months debated in these columns, and the concensus of 
old, and that is assuming that they were hatched opinion would seem to be that the early hatched 
_ on tst January. Such precocity must be, to a very pullet is very profitable, but we should like to have 
\ great extent, inherited. It is not wholly a ques- (Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN, 
ea a. a 


Several readers have written asking me questions 
with reference to the ‘‘ lesser-known *’ foods, so I 
am replying to a 1ew here in the hope that it will 
be of general interest :— 

BUCKWHEAT. 

Buckwheat is not extensively used in this 
country as a poultry food. In France, where it 1s 
forbidden to teed wheat to poultry, it 1s one of 
the most popular feeds. Its composition is much 
the same as other cereal grains, except that the 
fibre content is very much higher; it is woody 
fibre too, and this very much discounts its value 
as a grain feed. Buckwheat middlings—i.e., that 
part of the kernel immediately under the hull— 
has a very high feeding value, if the miller 1s not 
tempted, as he too often is, to adulterate them 
with a high percentage of the hulls. The protein 
content of pure buckwheat middlings is 28 per cent. 

The average composition of buckwheat 1s :— 
Protein, 10.8; Carbohydrates, 62.2; Ash, 2.1; 
Fibre;+10: 85H aty 2:32 


MALT CULMS AND DRIED BREWERS’ GRAINS. 


In making malt the barley grains are first 
steeped in warm water until soft, then held at a 
high temperature until they begin to sprout, in 
which process the amount of diastase, which con- 
verts starch into malt sugar, is greatly increased. 
When sufficient diastase has been formed in the 
sprouting grain, it is rapidly dried, the dry 
shrivelled sprouts are then separated from the 
grain and marketed as malt culms, coombs or 
sprouts; the dried grains remaining form the 
malt. The diastase in the malt converts the starch 
into malt sugar. This, together with some of the 
nitrogenous and mineral matter, is extracted, and 
the residue is sold as wet or dried brewers’ grains. 
Although both contain a high percentage of 
digestible crude protein, their fibre content is very 
high, and their great bulk limits their usefulness. 
The. culms have a high ash content, and are rich 
in iron. The culms deteriorate rapidly when 
stored, but the dried grain will store as long as 


EDITORIAL.—Continued. 


the views of our members and readers, or, rather, 
their experiences, with the January hatched pullet. 


We are confident that the case which we have 
just quoted is very exceptional, although we are 
perfectly aware that in some cases these early 
hatched pullets may be as precocious, and may 
degenerate in the way which our correspondent 
describes, but this we feel is largely a matter of 
careful breeding and selection. 
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bran. I have used both with success in the fol- 
lowing formula :—1 lb. of, either culms or grains, 
14 lb. each maize meal and ground oats, 4 ib. 
middlings, 1 lb. fish meal. 

Average composition :—MALT CULMS: Crude 
Protein, 26.4; Fats, 1.5 ; Carbohydrates, 45.0; 
Ash; ‘+6.1:;--Fibre, 12.6. 

BREWERS’ -GRAINS. :.>.Grude... Protein,~ 26755 
Fats, 6.9; Carbohydrates, 41.0; Ash, 3.5 ; Fibre, 
14.0. 

It should be added that a very high percentage 
of the fibre of malt culms is digestible, as it is not 
woody fibre. This is not the case with the. dried 


grains. 
RICE MEAL. 
Rice meal is obtained from the preparation of 
‘polished rice’’ for human consumption. Too 


frequently it is heavily adulterated with rice husks, 
which are highly indigestible, heavily charged with 
silica, and have sharp, rough edges, which are 
said to irritate the walls of the stomach and in- 
testines. A good sample should consist of the 
outer layer of the rice kernel PROPER, together 
with the germs and a small amount of the hulls. 
It would have approximately the same value as 
maize meal, and the composition would be:— 
Protein, 12.1; Carbohydrates, 44.3; Fibre, 12.4; 
Ash 0273 Mates ii ae 


PALM NUT KERNEL MEAL. 


This was largely used by poultry-keepers during 
the war, but it was a question of Hobson’s choice, 
and it cannot be said that it was an unqualified’ 
success. It as unpalatable; tthe birds ‘did not 
take kindly to it; it was apt to cause severe scour- 
ing. It was said to have a feeding value equal 
to fine sharps, but this was traced on the analysis, 
and is not borne out by experience. It should, 
however, be stated that it was the chemically ex- 
tracted which caused the trouble; that was the 
conclusion we were forced to at the time. Like 
cocoa-nut meal, it is apt to turn rancid if not pro- 
perly stored. One would not recommend it as a 
poultry food at the present time unless it could 
be bought very cheaply. 

The analysis is :—Protein, 16.8 ; Carbohydrates, 
35303 1abres424,0°; BAshy 4.3-;hate vac 

The high fibre content is explained by the pre- 
sence of particles of the husk. 


WHEY. 


Whey has about half the value of skimmed 
milk. It 1s much more watery in its composition, 
containing only albout 6.6 per cent. dry matter. 
In the manufacture of cheese practically all the 
casein and most of the fat go into the cheese, 
leaving the milk sugar, the albumin, and a large 
part of the ash. 

Analysis :—Protein, 0.9 ; Carbohydrates, 4.9; 
Ash, 0.8; Fats, 0.2: 


(To be Continued. ) 
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A Study ot the Relative Values 
of certain Succulent Feeds and Aifalfa 
Meal as Sources of Vitamin ‘‘A’’ 
for Poultry. 


By D. E. DAVIS and J. R. BEACH. 
(University of Califonnia) . 


FINAL RESULTS OBTAINED IN THE 
DIFFERENT GROUPS. 


Pen I., Group 1--Basal nation, plus field-grown 
green barley.—Lesions of nutritional disease appeared 
early in this group. One bind (204) showed pustules 
on February 18th, and bird 206 om February 20th, the 
thirty-sixth ‘and thirty-eighth days. The amount of 
ereen barley was increased to two grams (2.9 per 
cent. of the total ration) daily for a period of one 
week, at the end of which time 206 had recovered, 
and 204 was showing improvement. After this the 
barley was reduced to one gram. The last pustule was 
observed in 204 on March 3rd. No other cases of 
nutritional disease occurred. Two birds inthis group 
died, one (206) on Mamch 16th, after vaccimation, and 
the other (202) was picked to death om April 16th. 

Pen I., Group 2.—Basal ration plus red clover.— 
One bird (210) showed lesions of nutritional disease for 
a period of six days, February 18th-23rd (the thirty- 
sixth to the forty-first days). The amount of clover 
Was increased from one to two grams for a period of 
ome week, February 21st-28th, and then reduced tc 
ome gram during the remainder of the experiment. No 
further evidence of the effects of Vitamin ‘‘A’’ 
deficiency appeared. 

Four birds in this group died. Two of them, 207 
and 210, were picked to death on April 19th and 20th, 
respectively The cause of death of the other two, 


212 on Mareh 19th, and 211 on March 27th, was un- 


deterauimed. 

All birds in this pen (Group 1 amd 2) were unthnifty 
in appearance throughout the experiment. They per- 
sisted in eating eggs, and three birds were destroyed 
by their mates. This is the onl'y pen in the experiment 
in which these troubles were encountered. 


Pen II., Group 8—Basal ration pilus kalle-—Onlly 
one bird (238) showed lesions of mutritional disease. 
In this bird a few pustules appeared on the eighty- 
seventh day, and persisted until the close of the 
experiment. During the period of 102 days the 
amount of kalle was maintained at one gram (1.5 per 
cent. of the total ration) daily No birds in this group 
died. 

Pen II., Group 4—Basal ration plus green allfalfa.—- 
One bird (247) developed positive lesions of nutmitionial 
disease on the eighty-seventh day. These lesions, 
although not severe, were more extensive than those 
in the bird receiving kalle, amd persisted for the same 
length of time. The amount of green alfalfa was 
maintained at one gram (1.5 per cent. of the tota! 
ration) daily. No deaths occurred in this group. 


Pen ITI., Group 5-—Basal ration plus blue grass.—- 
All birds remained well throughout the experiment. 


| 


Pen ILI., Group 6—Basal ration plus sprouted 
barley.—Pustules appeared in the esophagus of bird 
222, February 8th, the twenty-sixth day. On February 
14th the amount of sprouted barley was imicreased to 
two grams (2.9 per cent. of the total ration). Bird 
224 developed Jesions on February 16th, the thirty- 
fourth day. Since the condition of these birds did not 
improve, the amount ol sprouted barley was increased 
to tour grams (5.7 per cent. of the total ration) on 
February 21st. Ais these birds still failed to improve, 
the amount of sprouted barley was increased to eight 
drams (10.8 per cent. of the total ration) on February 
28th. Two additional birds, 221 and 223, exhibited 
lesions on March 11th (the fifty-eighth day). Bird 
222 was lailled by its mates on March 13th. A-fifth 
bird 220, developed pustules iom (Miarch 17th. Four 
birds showed pustules iand were unthmrifty in apprear- 
anee on March 19th, therefiore the amount of sprouted 
barley was increased to sixteen grams. The sprouted 
barley supplied from this time on ‘amounted to 19.5 
per cent. of the total ration. Within two weeks after 
this inerease the pustules disappeared in birds 222 amd 
224. Birds 221 amd 2238, however, showed numerous 
pustules until the close of the experiment, but wese 
otherwise apparently im good condition. Although five 
of the six birds showed evidence of Vitamin ‘“‘A”’ 
deficiency, no deaths from this cause occurred. 


Pen IV., Group 7—Basal ration pilus carrots.—- 
Bird 226 showed slight lesions in the esophagus for 
three days (April 10th-11th-12th), the eighty-eighth, 
eighty-ninth amd ninetieth days. These were the only 
indications of nutritional disease found im this group. 
All fowls remained otherwise healthy throughout the 
experiment. 


Pen IV., Group 8—-Basail ration plus mangel beet.— 
Two birds, 231 and 232, developed pustules im the 
esophagus ion February 8th, the twenty-sixth day. The 


amount of beets was imcereased to two grams on 
February 9th. Since the condition of these birds 
increased in severity, the amount of beets was 


increased to four grams on February 18th, and to eight 
grams (10.8 per cent. of the total ration) on February 
21st. On February 28rd (the forty-first day) bird 232 
died of nutritional disease, and on the same day bird 


235 showed pustules. Bird 2351 died of nutntional 
disease. on February 24th (the  forty-second 
day). Two new cases of -nutritional disease 
developed on February 26th amd 27th (fortiy- 


fourth iand forty-fifth days) im birds 236 and 233 respec- 
tively. Beets were increased to sixteen grams (19.5 
per cent. of the total ration om February 28th. Bird 
234, the last bird of the group, developed pustules on 
March 4th (the fifty-first day). As ail four remaining 
birds of the group showed nutritional disease lesions, 
the amount of beets was increased to thirty-two grams 
(82.6 per cent. of the total ration) om March 7th. 
From this time until: their death or until the close of 
the experiment éach bird received thirty-two grams of 
beets diailly. One bird voluntamily consumed this 
amount. The others refused to eat this quantity, 
even though they were allowed to remain im the feed- 
ing coop three or four hours after the beets were placed 
before them. These birds were hamid-fed until the 
lesions in’ the esophagus became~ so severe that 


‘‘foreed’’ feeding was thought to-be harmful, which in 
every case was only a few days prior to death. Bird 
236 died April 2nd (eightieth day) of nutritional 
disease. Post-mortem examimiatiion of 234, which died 
Apmil 6th (eighty-fourth day) showed kidney lesions 
characteristic of mutritiomal disease, deposit of urates, 
and ruptured yolk Bird 235 died of mutritional disease 
April 18th (m ninety- sixth day). Bird 238, after showing 
pustules for a period iof forty-two days, began to 
improve, and at the close of the experiment, ‘although 
weak and unthrifty im appearance, it was free from 
any characteristic lesions. Five of the six birds in 
this group died of nutritionall disease. The remaining 
one was severely affected, but was apparently necover- 
ing when the experiment was terminated. 

Pen V., Group 9—-Basal ration pilus allfalfa meal.— 
Lesions of nutritional disease appeared im) this group 
in bird 249, on February 16th, the thirty-fourth day. 
The amount of alfalfa meal was increased to two 
erams (2.9 per cent. of the total ration) om February 
21st. The second bird, 250, became. afiected Febmuary 
29th, the tony seventh day. Lesiiomis appeared in the 
third bird, 253, on March 7th, the fifty-fourth day. 
The alfalfa ae was increased to four grams (5.7 per 
cent. of the total ration) on Miamch 20th, and to eight 
crams (10.8 per cent. of the total matiom) on April 14th. 
No more birds beeame affected. Bind 249 showed 
some improvement while receiving two grams daily, 
and after the meal had been increased to four and to 
eight grams, fluctuated between negative amd positive 


throughout the remainder of the experiment. Bird 
253 showed some impirovement on eight gramis of 


alfalfa meal, but the lesions did mot entirely dis- 


appear; the condition of bird 250 remaimed unchanged, 
it did not respond to the feedimg of an imereased 


amount of the meal. No deaths occurred im this 
eroup. These birds, however, were mot so thrifty in 
appearance as the birds receiving kale, alfalfa, blue 
orass ior d@arrots. 

Pen V., Group 10—Control.—Aill controls died of 
nutritional disease. Five showed the chamaicteristic 
pustules in the esophagus, and opthalmia. One showed 
pustules only. 

Bird 257 died February 19th, the thinty-seventh day. 
Bird 255 diled Mairch 2nd, the forty-nlinth ‘diay. 

Bird 260 died March 2nd, the fomty-minth ‘dary. 
Bird 258 died ‘Mamch 18th, the sixty-fifth dary. 

Bind 256 died April 4th, the eighiy-sleeond day. 

Bird 259 died Apri! 16th, the ninetytfourth day. 

A tabulated summary of the experiment is given in 
Table 2. 

(To be Continued). 


GLAMORGAN AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 
COUNTY EGG-LAYING TRIAUS—1924-25. 


From 19th October, 1924—22nd August, 1925. 
Figures sare total points to date. 


taht Breed.—J. Joshua, Tondu (W.1L.), 382; R 
tridw W.L.), 352; Howell amd Phillivs, Barry (W.L.), 305; Mrs. E. 
H. Dalit ‘yy. Liatwit Major (W.L.), 262; D Hopkins, -Port Talbot 
(W.L.), 316; D. A, Hann, Pengam (W.L.), 267. 

Heavy Breeds.—J. Joshua, Tondu (R.1.R.), 534; 
Abertridwr (R.1.R.), 479;.A. Evans, Barry (R8.1.R.), 
Griffiths and Hall, Bridgend (R:1.R.), 415: J. R. 
(R.1.R.), 374; J. Joshua, Tondu (W.W.), 381. 


During the eighth monthly period dry mash birds laid 1046 
fist grade; 480 second gerade; underweight, 45. Wet mash birds 
laid 933 first grade: 532 second grade; 47 underweight. 


Cc. F. DUNKLEY, Manager. 


R. J. Evans, Aber- 


R. J Evans, 
466 ; Harrop- 
Thomas, Barry 
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The use of Poultry against 
Farm Pests. 


By A. ROEBUCK 
(Adviser in Entomology, Midland Aguicultural College). 


Continued 
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Tue GARDEN Snaw (Helix Aspera, Muller).—- 
Snails carry ia conspicuous shell ion their backs, and 
the various species are recognised by their shell charac- 
ters. In adults of this species the shell will measure 
3 meches across. ‘The ground colour is yellowish, with 
five brown bands rumning round, these bands being 
frequently broken by yellowish cross limes. It is very 
common if most parts of the country, and collects 
during winter behind ivy, im box edgings, ati the base 
of w alls. etc. 

Kees and young specimens are eaten. 
mens are often ‘peeked and the shell portion only 
eaten. Some are left. Those which llose the shell are 
almost always killed in the process. 

ComMMoN BanpED, HEDGE oR Woop Snait (Helix 
Nemorialis, Linne).—This is the common and pretty 
banded snaill so abundant im chalk and lime stone dis- 
tricts. It size it is about three-quarters of an imch 
broad and half-an-inch high. It is very variable in 
colour and arrangement of the bands. Perhaps the 
greatest number are striped with brown or black upon 
various shades of pink. white or yellow. More  fire- 
quently there are five bands running round the sheil 
with the border of the hole from which the snail 
emerges, all (ays of the same dark brown colour as 
the bands. It is out from the hedgerows and over 
the fields after showers during the summer. ‘Thrushes 
are very fond of this and the last species. When fed 
to hens they hhave in alli cases been eaten, but on occa- 
sions adult specimems have been picked up! and 
dropped a few times before finally being destroyed. 

Ponr or Mvp Swnains (Limnaea Truneatula, Muller). 
These belong to a family which inhalbits still and run- 
ning water. Many of ther leave the water for short 
distances, and this particular kind strays furthest on 
the land. In fact many of the pools at inhabits are 
dried up in summer. It is specially motorious from 
the farmers’ point of view in that it acts as the inter- 
mediate host for the parasite which produces Liver 
Fluke in sheep, the parasite being a flat worm, Dis- 
tonum Hepaticum. Specimems of this snail were col- 
lected an April, 1925, im Lincolnshire jon Marsh Miami- 
golds, rushes and grasses near springs. - These were 
fed to fowls and all readily eaten. The shell is a dark 
brownish colour, turreted or pointed in shape, and 
when fully grown is abcut 2/5 inches long and 1/5 
inches wide, “with five or six whorls on it. It is com- 
mon in most places, but not all are capable of infecting 
sheep. The minute stage of the parasite worm leaves 
those infected snails while they are on grasses, anid it 
is then eaten by grazing sheep. 

Another species of Pond Sniail,. Linncea Peregra, 
was fed to hens in 1924. and eaten or destroyed. It is 
larger, being three-quarters of am inch long, and of a 
hight brown colour. This species is very common, and 


Lange speci- 


| 
| 
| 


- Dull, muggy 


4 
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it is also said to be the intermediate host for the Liver 
Fluke worm. It does not leave the water to any thing 
like the same extent as truncatula, but both species 
come far enough into the fields to be well within the 
reach of ranging fowls. It seems likely, therefore, 
that fowls may materially help to keep in check these 
snails. and thereby indirectly reduce considerably the 
extensive losses in sheep due to Liver Fluke. TFowls 
do not become infected with the parasite. To combat 
these, fowls would have tc be rum on the low-lying 
pastures, especially durimg spring and summer. 


ConcLusions.—The eggs of several species have 
been fed to fowls, and in alll cases readily eaten. The 
results seen: to indicate that the eggs tof alll species 
would be eaten. In the fields these eggs are usuailly 
under lumps of soil or stones or in little hollows and 
tunnels in the ground.  Fowls will not—be able to 
reach all such eggs, but.a proportion cam be reached by 
scratching, and on arable lamd many clumps are 
exposed during tillage operations. Eggs of one species 
or another are found nearly all the year round, but 
they are most ‘abundant during Tate summer and 
autumn. Young slugs and snails, say under half-an- 
inch long, appear to be always eaten by fowls. As 
with eggs, they seem to be about nearly all the year 
round, but appear most abundant from September to 
April. Slugs are nocturnal in habits, snails partially 
so. In their sheiters during the day only a smaill pro- 
portion are likely to be found by fowls, but where 
fowls can be in houses on fields with the doors left 
open all night, they catch them in the early momning. 
Slugs feed between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
weather, especially during the dull 
nonths of the year, entices them out during the day, 
thus exposing them to forwls. 


Large slugs and snails appear to be, in the main, 
rejected by fowls. The reason for this appears to be 


‘a question of size. The body is too tough to be pecked 


<nte bits, amd devoured piecemeal. In the case of the 
lenge snail, the shell is more relished tham the body, 
It is interesting to note that even small ones are 
rejected at times when the fowls have had plenty ot 
animall food. Whereas the writer has seen fowls 
forage for insect larvae until crop-bound ; he has never 
found this take place with slugs. Hens which have 
refused small slugs have always been well fed with 
animal food, say, fish meal, and it would seem aidvis- 
able where good foraging for pests is desired that such 
animal food as meat or fish meal should be done away 
with or severely restricted. Im the same way hens 
which are liberally supplied with oyster shell ane mot 
so likely to destroy the larger snails for their shells. 


The results ‘are very encouraging, and suggest that 
fowls can very materially help im keeping down these 
most serious pests against which we have no satistiac- 
tory control. 


Se 


The Willows, Haydock. 


Dear Sir,—I take ‘' Eggs " weekly from my loca] newsagent, 
and out of the six papers I take it is the only one I can take and 
read from beginning to end. 

Yours sincerely. 


(Sagned) A. PIMBLETT. 
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The Sphere of the | 
National Poultry Council 


By EDWARD BROWN, F.L.S., General Secretary. 
EERE ES PC 


Continued 


Great though the effects have been as ia result ot 
concentrating our forces, of partial organisation of the 
Poultry Industry, these have been due to the work 
of a small minority, whose public spirit and sacrifice 
of time and money cannot be too highly acknowledged. 
All the Central or General Poultry Societies have from 
the outset accorded their support, even though with 
one or two notable exceptions they have not shown a 
consciousness of the financial responsibilities. What 
about those who have done little or nothing, whether 
societies or individuals? Only a moiety of Poultry 
Societies are affiliated with the National Poultry 
Council. Of the large numbers of breeders, whether 
exhibitors or producers, of those whose business 
interests are involved in the success and extension of 
our industry and of distributors of eges and poultry, 
to “alll of whom the work of the National Poultry 
Council is of supreme importance did they but recog- 
nise the facts. a very small percentage have contri- 
buted towards its support. There is too much 
pauperisaticn of poultry-keepers, who expect others to 
undertake responsibilities on their behalf in which 
they bear little or no share. Let me remind them 
that ‘‘ the secret of a great advance iis to be found in 
the success with which individuals have used their 
knowledge to augment the resources of alll,’’ and to 
ask: What right have you to expect othems to shoulder 
your responsibility ? 

Five years ago, when the National Poultry Council 
was formed, the fees of affiliation were made very low, 
perhaps unwisely, in the hope that by so doing 
organisation would become general. Such has not been 
the result. It cannot be, in the case of societies, the 
one penny per member per annum asked for . What 
is it, meanness or supineness or want of vision? A 
large number of striking instances could be given 
which can only be characterised as examplles of un- 
mitigated selfishness. Two will suffice. In one county 
the National Poultry Council responded to a call for 
defence of poultry-keepers generally, which involved, 
apart from the administration; an expenditure severa! 
times greater than all the contributions received trom 
that area during the last five years. In another 
instance a poultry farmer, who has confessedly made a 
very large income from his enterprise, expected tha 
the National Poultry Council should use its financial 
resources, to say nothing of time and thought, in his 
behalf, and wanted it to organise a special fund for 
that purpose. He had only contributed £5 to its funds. 
The essence of all insurance is ‘anticipatory payment 
of premiums. Something for mothing apipears to be 
the object of the great majority. They are quite 
willing to avail themselves of the services of those 
who ‘* ave poor that many may be made rich.”’ They 
are ever ready in support of proposalls to expend other 
peoples’ money without contributing personally. Let 
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me remind them that ‘“‘ resolutions are not carried 
untit they are carried out.’’ 

There are more fundamental problems confronting 
those engaged in Poultry Husbandry, ias exhibitors, 
as producers, as distributors, than are recognised, 
some off which will call for sustained and united effort, 
and need the determined and,combined action of all. 
The National’ Poultry Council’s sphere igs to secure 
their solution, to organise the industry im its own 
defence. That will demand effective and more com- 
plete combination. For that purpose moral support 
and money are equally essential. From the outset the 
strain of constant anxiety and effort to raise money 
and keep the machine going has been almost over- 
whelming, adding enormously to the Jabour and the 
time involved in administration. 

Has the National Poultry Council rendered an 
adequate service and justified itself? Is it worth 
maintaining? or, Has the time come that it should 
cease or limit its operations? are the questions that 
can no longer be ignored by every section and branch 
of the Poultry Industry. Better Jet it die than con- 
tinue on a hallf-paralysed basis. Such in my judgment 
would be disastrous, a failure which cannot be contem- 


plated. It is mot want of money, but the will that is- 


absent. My desire before the timie comes for me to 
lay down this task, which cannot be long, is to see the 
National Poultry Council in a sound financial, position, 
with an adequate income and a reserve fund to meet 
emergencies and needs as these arise. Hitherto the 
response for support has, with one or two notable excep- 
ticns, been disappointing im the extreme. The Poultry 
Industry is worth to the nation at least £25,000,000 
per annum. If all concerned, whether exhibitors or 
producers, vendors of foods and ajtpliances and dis- 
tributors, would contribute threepenicee for £100 of 
their.annual overturn, that is, one-eightieth of one per 
eent., the end in view would be achieved. Meanwhile, 
I urge that every society should obtain from its 
members, as two or three have previously dime, con- 
tributions averaging one shilling per annum per mem- 
ber for the National Poultry Coumeil, which only 
represents one penny each per month. My hope has 
been, iand still is, that the Poultry Club, as the oldest 
society, will rise to the occasion, and show its appre- 
ciation of the work done, amd 1a vision of what may be 
yet accomplished by making such contribufion. In: this 
respect exhibitors have not risen to their opportunities. 
Is would be the best investment ever made. Unless 
the Poultry Industry can do that much, can attain go 
minute a degree of public spirit, even of prevision, it is 
mot worth the efforts expended in its promotion ‘and 
operation. This can be done easily and without 
weakening the resources of the societies concerned. 
What we need to emphasise is the essential value of 
unity, remembering that alll are concerned, and that 
‘ The man who shoots the deciding goal is not alone in 
winning the match.’’ | 


Galen House, Nightingale Road, Guildford. 


Dear Mr. Newman,—I have six White Leghorn tens, and 
have profited by the advice given in ‘‘Egos’’ to a very gratifying 
extent. 

Yours truly, 


(Signed) E. M. WAIND. 
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Notes on Utility Ducks. 


By A. HAROLD PAINE. 


A statement I made in my last article was 
questioned in a recent issue by Captain F. S. 
Pardoe, who said that he was very much surprised 
to hear that ducks may be kept in the smallest of 
backyards in cities, or allowed a free range over 
any amount of land, either condition giving good 
results so far as egg production is concerned. 
Captain Pardoe went on to say that it is the general 
farmer who should be encouraged to keep ducks, 
and that many people with rather more ‘garden 
than they could utilise would find a few ducks both 
p.ofitable and beneficial, but he could hardly be- 
lieve that anyone could seriously advocate keeping 
them in the smallest of backyards ‘in cities. Well, 
it will be noticed that I simply said that ducks may 
be kept in the smallest of backyards in cities, and. 
naturally I should never advocate that if other 
conditions were available. It so happens, how- 
ever, that I have, during the last few months, re- 
ceived reports from time to time about two Khaki- 
Campbells which are actually in a very small back- 
yard in Clerkenwell, and their egg production has. 
been rather wonderful. Admittedly it was of two 
birds only, running with a few hens, but hardly a 
day had passed but that these two ducks did not 
produce an egg each. Many years ago I kept a 
good number of ducks, not actually in the back- 
yard, but in a small wired-in enclosure at the back -; 
of the garden where no green food was. available, 
the only growth being a few nettles, yet those 
ducks-—Indian Runners—were almost equal in egg 
production to any that I have ever bred. Naturally 
it 1s much more advisable to run them as I do my 
own now—in separate grass pens with an averagy 
of about five thirds to about 150 square yards. 

Captain Pardoe also took exception to my stats- 
ment that 250 egg averages were common, and 
300 egg averages not exceptional, and said that: 
this craze for mere numbers unless checked would 
soon ruin the utility duck, and that these high 
records can only be attained at the sacrifice of 
stamina. Well, I can only go by records which 
I receive from different parts of the country from 
time to time, and from the performances of my 
own birds. Regarding the latter, I do not wish to. 
speak here, as it might be considered simply in. 
the nature of an advertiserhent. I would, however, 
like to give the records of two pens, one reared in 
Leicester and the other in Kent. The first pen of 
six birds produced in a period of eleven months as. 
follows :—Nbd. 1, 294 eggs; No. 2, 237 eggs; No. 3, 
270 eggs; No. 4, 288 eggs; No. 5, 261 eggs; and 
No. 6, 277 eggs, which gives an average of 272 in 
the eleven months, despite one bird having been 
ill for three weeks during her best laying period, 
which put her quite off egg production. The second 
pen of five birds in twelve months produced as 
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follows :—No. 1, 294 eggs; No. 2, 302 eggs; No. 3, 
292 eggs; No. 4, 353 eggs; and No. 5, 281 eggs, 
an average of 304 eggs per bird in the twelve 
months. Now in neither of these pens were the 
birds forced in- any way, and one might regard 
these figures purely and simply as their natural 
egg production. The Leicester pen hais laid excel- 
lently through this winter, the €ggs in every case 
being of good size, and some excellent youngsters 
have been hatched from them this season. It 
seems to me that given a pretty good strain one 
can hardly prevent the K.C.—for both these pens 
were of that breed—from putting up a really good 
record, and I can assure Captain Pardoe that I 
should be one of the last to advise any duck-keeper 
to breed from birds that had been forced to lay 
excessively, 1nd for my own part I would just as 
soon breed from birds that have laid, say, ‘any- 
thing between 220 and 260 eggs in their first 
year, provided they were mated to a really good 
drake, as from those which had put up higher 
averages. One record of four birds, now over 
three years old, had produced with quite ordinary 
feeding—in fact,~on one of. the simple mashes I 
have advised from time~to time—264 eggs average 
per bird in their second laying year. These ducks 
were bred on from a pen which averaged 265 in 
the first year, mated to a drake with a dam’s 
record of 295 ; although cf such good laying strain 
he was also typical of the breed,»being close in 
type and colouring to his brother,-which was judged 
the best drake in the Dairy Show, 1922 and was 
also third at the Grand Internaticnal Show, 
Olympia. 


SIXTH MIDLAND LAYING TEST. 
Report for Eighth Month (224 days), ended June [4th, 1925. 


Leading Pens in Hach Section 
...White Leghorns.—A. Snowden, Crosshills, 
Pickard, Chilvers, Coton, Nuneaton, 557; ‘Lf. Balillie, Rothesay, 


Scotland, 04. 

White Wyandottes.—M F. Phelan, Northam, N. Devon, 578; J. 
Dowden and Son, Heathfield, Sussex, 561; Misses Argles, Alton, 
Hants, 565 

R.i.. Reds.—K. A. Crawford, Dilham, Norwich, 552; L. A. Cooper, 
Footherley, near Lichfield. 536; Mrs. Athol Stuart, Boxmoor, 
Herts, 515. 

Light Sussex,—F. R. Welch, Bewdley, 524; W H. Brady, Pen- 
maenmawr. 534; Colonel A. Dugdale, Moreton-in-Marsh, 506. 

A.O.V. Light Breed.—Ed. Thomas, France (W.-ila Br.), —601; 
ake and Blythe Dorset (B.L.), 442; G@ H. Kayner, Grantham 

,), 446. 

A.O.V. Heavy Breed.—H. W. Gee, Bromsgrove (Barm.), 487; F. 
BR. Welch, Bewdley (Bf R.), 396; J. Gordon Herpert, Newent 
(Barn.), 394. 

Single Bird Section.—F. Nicholls, 

(W.W.), 154; F. A Ramm, Shackerstone, 
J. Small, Edgbaston, Birmingham (B.L.), 149 ; 

During the first two weeks of the eighth month of the Sixth 
Midland Laying ‘Test production maintained a fair level, but 
owing to the present prevailing spell of hot weather there has 
been a decline from 7( per cent. to 60 per cent, 

The light breeds are laying remarkably well in comparison 
with the heavy breeds, and this can be accounted for im the latter 
sections by the number of broodies. 

Five birds have died during the twenty-eight days, the num- 
bers of which are: 498, 437, 333, 20, and 109. 

In acecrdance with the requirements of the existing hot 
weather, it has been found necessary to make a slight variation 
in the feeding, the method of which is as follows:—The grain 
has been fed out in the grass runs the whole of the month, the 
mixture being composed of Wheat, Dari, Oats, and Kibbled 
Maize. The wet mash hai ibeen/ and is still beimg fed at 2.30 p.m., 
whilst the dry mash hopper is left open for the birds to have 
free access to at all times of the day. 

The general health of the birds is still very good, and as will 
be noticed, the records of some of the pems are very good. 


ALBERT -N. BRAIN, Director. 


(Four. Birds) per pen). 
York, 571 eggs; A. 


Alvechurch, Birmingham 
Nuneaton (B.L.), 155; 
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Answers to Queries. 
By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rev. Seymour Shaw. Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would: be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring Road, 
West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. ‘The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the $8.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the 8 P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT irom 
Major Saunders). 


ALI, questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem~Hxaminations. 


E. K. (Nantwich) hatched Leghorns the first 
week in April last year. They began to lay the 
third week in August, and have put up a remark- 
able average since then, but their eggs are small, 
and the birds themselves very small; and ‘“‘ E.K.” 
wants to know how he can avoid a repetition of 
this trouble, in the first place by checking this 
year’s pullets, and in the second by matings next 
year. As I have so often said before, this pre- 
cocity is an inherited factor, and_ very little can 
be done to check it by feeding. If we starve the 
egg organs we starve the body at the same time, 
and it acts like a boomerang. I can only advise 
my correspondent not to feed maize to young 
stock which has this tendency, and limit the animal 
food. Should the pullets come into lay in_ spite 
of this, then he must feed them as heavily as 
possible, so that there should ‘be sufficient for 
bodily development and production too. As to 
breeding from the pullets, this seems to me ex- 
tremely inadvisable, as they are such small birds, 
and the small egg factor is dominant to large. 
If he prefers to do so, I would endeavour to get a 
male from a dam which did not begin to lay until 
she was six months and a half old, or even older 
if she passed the S.P.B.A. winter record. Size 
of egg he would, of course, consider, and a full 
year's record of 230 would be better than a higher 
one. Even with such a mating as this he must 
expect’ to find a considerable number of the pro- 
geny maturing very early, fér the early maturing 
factor is dominant to late maturity. 


8 EGGS. 


S. T. (Newcastle) has Rhode Island Red chicks 
which, to use his expression, are ‘‘ stuck,’’ and 
he wants to know what to do. As he has sent me 
no details.I can’t give a definite opinion as to why 
they are sticking, and -I} must fleave‘‘ S.T.”’ to 
consider the following possibilities :—(1) The 
parent stock, overcrowding, stale ground, chicks 
huddling at might, lack of green food, unsuitable 
feeding, insect life—I won’t suggest uncleanliness, 
because I am sure ‘‘S.T.’’ is too intelligent to 
expect chicks*to thrive under unclean conditions. 
Overcrowding is the most likely cause, and this 
often occurs with chicks at this age which do not 
perch. Stale ground is another fruitful cause of 
chicks hanging fire. If my correspondent will 
think these suggestions over, and give a little 
variety in his feeding, he is likely to see an im- 
provement. Perhaps next time he will be good 
enough to send more details. 


S. K. (Wimbledon) writes describing a hen 
which is suffering from Cloacitis or Vent Gleet. 
He will be well advised to remove*her from the 
pen, and also the male bird, as it is infectious and 
appears to be spread entirely by copulation. The 
inside and outside of the vent should be washed 
with a 2 per cent. solution of Izal twice daily, and 
a teaspoonful of sweet oil be given night and 
morning ; if the bird is in a very advanced state 
of disease it would be much wiser to kill her. The 
samples of Sussex ground oats sent are of average 
quality, with the exception of ‘‘ B,”? which is oat- 
feeding meal, and contains a high percentage of 
husk. The maize meal is a good sample, but the 


meat and bone contains too high a percentage of 
bone. 


Inquirer (Falkirk) wishes to know in what way 
charcoal assists digestion, and whether I think it 
a necessity in the mash for adult stock. Also he 
has a friend who had serious losses from cocci- 
diosis this season, and asks what is the best way 
to treat the ground. Charcoal aids digestion by 
preventing or dispersing gases which form in the 
stomach. I should hardly say it is necessary for 
adult stock, but it is very valuable with young 
chicks. The best treatment for the land would be 
to thoroughly lime it; if it is not a large area, 
soaking with a one per cent. solution of sulphuric 
acid would answer. 


J. M. (Tetsworth) asks me as to the prospects 
of January and June hatched pullets laying well 
in October and December respectively. In answer 
to his question, January hatched pullets would, 
under normal conditions, start laying in June and 
July, and a big percentage of them would moult 
in September ; if carefully managed, would be lay- 
ing well againin December. I should expect them 
to beat the June hatched birds in this month, for 
the late hatched pallets take longer to mature 
than the early ones, and moreover lay smaller 


‘think it will do to mate them. 
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eggs. A June hatched pullet is not a profitable 
proposition, and, in my opinion, it is a great mis- 
take to hatch for egg production in that month, 
‘as they will go into the moult at the same time ais 
March or April stock in the following year, and 
only produce eggs when they are cheap. The 
sample of ground oats sent is good value at the 
money ; it 1s not “‘Sussex’’ ground, but would 
answer the same purpose. 


Broody (Wexford) asks whether it is true or not 
that the mating of old males causes increased 
broodiness ; he has been told this by a friend who 
has returned from Australa. I have heard this 
suggestion before, “‘ Broody,’’ but as far as I am 
aware there is no evidence to support it. I could 
not definitely say that it is not so, but there seems 
no possible reason that it should be so. Perhaps 
your \friend could isupply you twith evidence to 
support his statement. 


L. S. (Staffs) bought expensive sittings of 
Wyandotte eggs in March. Hatching was bad, 
and the chicks have been difficult to rear, and 
are now undersized and weakly. He wants ‘to 
know how he can feed to effect an improvement. 
He has reserved a male from a 254 dam, which 
will be unrelated to the pullets,: and asks if I 
He asks me not to 
recommend sulphate of iron, as he has given that 
for some weeks without effect. Very well, I 
won't, ‘‘L.S.,’? and you would be: wise to dis- 
continue it now. I am afraid there is not much 
to be done, as there is evidently inherent weak- 
ness. See that the chicks are in a well-ventilated: 
house, and get them to perch at once: it is im- 
portant that they should not be allowed to huddle 
in a corner. Supply plenty of fresh green food, ’ 
preferably watercress and spinach; add to the 
mash 2 per cent. of cod liver oil, and give skim 
milk to drink. In addition, get some good plump 
white oats, cover with cold water, and allow to 
simmer on the fire until the water is all absorbed, 
then dry off with equal parts good bran and mid- 
dlings, and give as the last feed at night. Con- 
stant removal to fresh ground will also help. I 
am afraid I can suggest nothing more, and cannot 
promise that this will prove of much use, for, as I 
said before, the weakness appears inherent. 

M. L. B. (N. Wales) sends some feathers and 
asks for an explanation as to their wrinkled and 
dried-up appearance. They are from some Buff 
Rocks which he has bought for breeding next sea- 
son, and he wants ‘to know if it is due to disease, 
and whether it is inherited. You need not be 
alarmed, ‘‘M.L.B.” The disease is due to a 
parasite located in the glands at the root of the 
feather; this appears to live on the secretions 
which nourish them, hence ‘their twrinkled and 
dried appearance. Pluck out any of the feathers 
which look unhealthy, and soak the affected part 
with a 2 per cent. solution of Izal; a little flowers _ 
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of sulphur added to the mash would be helpful, 
the trouble is not inherited. The sample of fish 
meal contains an excess of oil, the meat meal is 
better value. 


W: W. (Newport, S.W.) asks what I think of 
the following mash, the parts are by weight :— 
Bran 2 lbs., clover and malt culms 1 Ib. each, 
thirds 3 lbs., Sussex ground oats 1 lb., bean meal 
Tlb., fish meal 1 lb. Iam afraid I don’t think any- 
thing of it, “‘W.W.’’ There is too much bulk, 
too much protein, and too much indigestible fibre, 
too little fat. If you were to increase the mid- 
dlings to 4 lbs., reduce the bran to 1 lb., the clove- 
and malt culms to half a pound each, replace the 
bean meal with maize meal, you would have a 
much better balanced mash and a cheaper one. 
(2) As to samples, the thirds contain too much 
bran, and the bran itself is poor; the clover con- 
tains too much stalk and flower and too little leaf, 
if iS not good enough. The ground oats are an 
excellent sample, and the other meals of good 
average quality. 
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THE LANCASHIRE UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 


INTERNATIONAL EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-25. 


Held on the Society’s Test Ground (adjoining Hutton amd Howick 
Station, L.M. and 8. Railway). 


Eighth Month Report (May 2nd to May 28th). 


The eighth month report shows a decline in the number of 
eges laid, which is naturally a seasonal one, the heavy breeds 
suffering mostly through broodiness, which ‘has been rather 
heavy; the light breeds continue to do very well. 

The leading pens for the month in both the Large and Small 
Breeders’ Section of ten and five birds respectively, making an 
average of 23 eggs each per bird; the Novice Section slightly less; 
the Single Bird Section making*27 and 26 eges. 


SUMMARY OF LEADING PENS. 
Figures are Eggs and Points to date respectively. 

Large Breeders. Section 1.—W. Crabtree, Twistiom, 1507, 1572; 
FP. Snowden. Cowling, 1381, 1456: R. Marshall, Forton, 1463, 1421. 

Large Breeders. Section 2.—J R. Hull, Thornton-le-Fly de, 
1277. 1428; F. Harvey, Bretherton, 1553, 1544; Mrs. A. Molloy, Crum- 
lin,. 1341, 1374. 

Large Breeders. Section 3—F. R. Welch, Bewdley, 1328, 1349; 

- Hamnett, Blackpool, 1162, 1167: W. BR. Bradley, Broughton, 
1158, 1219. 

Large Breeders. Section 4,—F. Snowden, Cowling, 1332, 1437; J. 
Thompson, Shrewsbury, 1451, 1470; R. Rodwell, Nelson, 1359, 1442. 

Large Breeders, Section 5.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 1455, 1421: S. 
Street-Porter, Ely, 1297, 1370: G. B. Metcalfe, Lechlade, 1323 ,1348. 

Small Breeders. Section 6—J. W. Lodge, Holmfirth, 766, 792; 
oe ig Helm, Newchurch-in-R., 680, 759; P. H. Sephtion, Rufford, 

Small Breeders. Section 7,—T. Lumb, Henden Bridge, 727, 735: 
a Laermer, Hoole, 691, 681; G. E. Marsden, Lostock Hall, 

Small Breeders. Section 8.—T. Rossallamdford, Shrewsbury, 
743, 769; Col. S Samdbach, Abergele, 531, 540; W. J. King, Leaming- 
ton Spa, 465, 462. 

Small Breeders. Section 9—F. F. Fisher, Tarletom, 803, 856; 
“2 ee nwiitte, Hebden Bridge, 789, 768; J. McKechnie, Tarleton. 

Small Breeders. Section 10.—W. A. Lamsley, Whitchurch, 699, 
of Bo Rawlinson, Waverton, 669, 668; J. H Hodgkinson, St. Ives, 

Small Breeders. Section 11,—Guy Mart, New Lomegtom, 660, 647; 
et Eriestley, Oxford, 622, 617; Capt. J. T. M. Mee, Gressenhall, 
26, 542. 

Single Bird. Section 12. Heavy.—J. R: Hull, Thornton-le-Fly de, 
160, 182; J Rainford, Penwortham, 151, 174; S. Marquis, Green- 
halgh. 140, 149. 

Single Bird. Section 13, Light.—s. J. Parsons, Musbury, 160, 
i71; F. Snowden, Cowling, 130, 160: RB. H. Fryers, Bradley, 148, 152. 

Novice Breeders. Section 14. Heavy.—Mices Walker, Hothersall, 
4g oe W. Elwood, Galgate, 622, 617: R: Hargreaves, Barton, 

Novice Breeders. Section 15, Light.—W. ‘Ellwood, Galgate, 739, 
43; 8. Marquis, Greenhall¢h, 674, 707; R. Bradley, Hutton, 692, 692. 

ph CHAS, PARKER, ‘Secretary, Fox Street, Preston, 


EGGS. 


Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Full particulars of membership will be sent by return oa 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


CROOKED BREASTS. 


I have received the following letter from Major 
Disney-Rioebuck : — 


“You have often said in * Eggs ’:— 
(l) That crooked breastibones are not necessarily inherited. 
(2) That they are mest frequently caused by inupropear 
parches. 
(3) Dhat young stock shoulld be encouraged ito perch early, 
(4) That proper perching anrangements should ibe provided. 


In former years I have had a number of crooked breast-bones, 
which I felt sure were in no way dua to the parent stock. 
Latterly my young stock have been provided with grids to perch 
on, made, as you describe, of plasterer’s lathes. At a later 
stage the birds have had to perch on fine wiire netting stretched 
tight, and when temoved to the big hiomses, have had to squat on 
dropping boasds, from whieh the iperches have been temporarily 
removed. The result has been extraordinany. This season out of 
some 2,000 chicks a crocked ‘breastbone has been ‘a rarity. This 
morn-ns’ [ handled about 70 January and February ‘hatched 
eockerels, wnd there was not ia crooked b.east-bone among them, 
Possibly my experience may induce some members to follow your 
excellent advice,”’ 

I was once severely hauled over the coals for giving 
this advice, by a writer in the Press, but he was not 
a poultry-keejter. We have to look upon it from all 
points of view, and my experience has been that chicks 
which perch early are less subject to those autumn 
colds, which so often badly affect the autumn egg 
yield; than those which tare not allowed to perch until 
they are four or five months old, amd are huddled iin 
corners on the ground. There iis a greater tendency 
to crooked breast and to a ricketty condition generally 
among the progeny of very highily productive stock, 
not in all cases, of ccurse, but it is certainly very 
marked in the progeny of some individuals, especially 
if they have-started to ‘lay very early. 


TARLY MOULT. 


One of our members wrote during the hot gpell at 
the beginning of June to say that all her hens had 
moulted, and were scarcely laying at all. She was 
feeding the following mash:—Three brah, two mid- 
dlings, one §.G.O., and hallf fish meal. Here was a 
case where under-feeding following heavy production 
left the birds in under-condition, and directly the hot 
spell came they fell under it, and moulted. Had one 
part maize meal been included in that formula, it is 
probable they would not have done so. 

The next letter is from Windermere. The writer 
says that his pullets. hatched February 18th, appear 
to be dropping a lot of feathers, although to look at 
them they. are apparently tightly feathered. This is a 
chicken moult, before adult plumage is assumed, and 
generally it is at this age it takes place. My corres- 
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pondent then goes on to ask: ‘What is the scientific 
or natural reason for a moult, as latter seems to occur 
at all seasons under different conditions, and with 
different aged birds? ”’ 

This is not an easy question to answer in a short 
space, but I will endeavour to explain. Professor 
Kerr in his work on ‘‘ Embryology” says:—' The 
most interesting point is that the successive sets of 
feathers—the down feathers of the nestling, and the 
annual or other feathers of the adult—are not to be 
looked upon, as has been customary, as successive 
series of independent individual feathers. On the 
contrary, the down feather and the definite feathers 
which succeed it in the series of moults, are simply 
portions of a single greatly elongated and basallly- 
growing structure, the first down feather being its tip, 
and the succeeding feathers being portions of it. 

The moult consists not in the shedding of the whole 
feather, but merely in the breaking off of its projecting 
portions. The natural cause of the moult, as well as I 
can explain it, is the feather follicle becomes active, 
and the new feather pushes out the old. My corres- 
pendent asks, then—when to expect it and why to 
expect it. As to when to expect, normally any time 
from July till the end of August; with individualls, 
however, it will vary greatly. The heavy producer 
rnoults late, probably because the production of eggs 
robs the feather follice of something, amd pirevents it 
becoming active. As to why, I am afnaiid I cannot 
explain any more than this. My correspondent should 
remember that the moult is not peculiar to fowls. 
Most of the mammalia shed their hair; newts, lizards 
and frogs their skins: crabs and lobsters their shells. 

In answer to other correspondents, there is no 
special feeding needed during the moult. The birds 
should be in a condition to moult. If they are umder- 
nourished, they will come through it badly, feed as 
usual. If they hang in the moult add four per cent. 
linseed meal in the mash, and feed kibbled maize as 
the eraim feed, as I have said before. I never have 
trouhle with the moult, because I feed maize all the 
year round. Great care should be taken to shelter 
moulting birds from the blazing sun. 


INTENSIVISM. 


Much interest has been aroused im the Wellingham 
experiments. The success in rearing the chicks with 
less than four per cent. mortality is regarded as won- 
derful, and it certainly is good when we think that 
two per cent. of the deaths were due to accident. How- 
ever, we have a long way to go yet, and we shall’ prob- 
ably find some snags before we have done. Still I 
must confess to hoping that with mtensive rearing we 
Shall! be able to considerably reduce the very heavy 
mortality with young chicks; by these I mean those 
from up to six or eight weeks old. Sime of the 
createst difficulties may be overcome by the discovery 
of the ultra-violet rays, and the influence on healthy 
davelopment, and we must look ahead. Chick mor- 
tality is so high at present that it comsiderably pre- 
judices the chances of success. I am mio believer in 
the talk of the ‘‘ survival of the fittest ’’ under con- 
ditions of poultry-keeping at the present time that 
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is urged by some who seek to comfort others for the 
heavy mortality. It is in 99 cases out of a hundred 
the survival of the unfit. At the time of writing this 
(June 12th) over a dozen birds had started to lay at 
Wellingham. The first to lay weighed 3lbs., which is 
a good average weight at the age (18 weeks). The eggs 
are small, but we shaill soon see an improvement. If 
there is not, the experiment will take on another 


aspect, for we cannot countenance the small egg, and 


we must look for the remedy. High fecundity, with 
the consequent early maturity, in a favourable environ- 
ment, may bring about other problems for us to solve. 


SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


The monthly meeting will be held in the Temperance Hall, 
Keighley, on Wednesday, July 1st, at 7.45 p.m. 

AGENDA.—Minutes of monthly meeting held on June 3rd, 
1925.  Delegate’s report (Mr. Harold Wadker) of quarterly 
Council) meeting of the Yorkshire Federation of Poultry Societies, 
held at Otley on the June 6th, 1925. Invitations to visit Mrs. 
Clay, The Riddings, Long Preston, W. Yorks., and Mr, Frank 
Snowden, Raikes Hall P.F., Cowling, Yorks. Proposed Ege 
Collection for Hospitals and the aged poor in the district. 
Correspondence, and any other business. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Macdonald, A. F., ‘‘ Bushy Bagk,’’ Penn, Bucks. 

Miller, Mrs., ‘‘ Homefield,”” Broad Lane, Whoberley, Coventry. 

Hodgkinson, Tom, ‘‘ Torsend,’’ Tirley, Tewkesbury. 

Viney, Mrs. N., Arkwood P.F., Manley, near Warrington. 

Macfarlane, M., Le Pride Poultry Farm, Henfield, Sussex. 

Crab and Pilkington, Messrs., Flight P.F., Red Lion Aull 
Orsett, Essex. 


DEAD POULTRY SHOW. 


WEMBLEY, June 16th—19th. 


Specials BP.I.E. to Exhibitors aggregating most points on all 
four days: ist, 40s.; 2nd, 30s.; 3rd, 20s. 


Points scored:—Mrs. M. A. Grant, 35; Mrs ©. N. Goode, 34; 
Mr. W. H. S. Roberis, 9. (Note.—Mr. C. N. Goode’s birds did not 
arrive on the 19th). 

JUNE 16th. 


Class 1—Mrs M.A. Grant, ist amd 3rd and P.C. Medal; C. N. 
Goode, 2nd. Class 2—W. H. 8. Roberts, ist and P.C. and Clarendo 
Special; Mrs. M. A. Grant, 2nd and 3rd. Class 3—W. H. S. Roberts, 
ist and N.U.P.S. Special; C. N. Goode, 2nd: Class  4.—C. N, 
Goode, ist; Miss N. H. Bell, 3rd. Class 5.—C. N. Goode, 3rd. Class 
6.—C. N. Goode, 3rd. 

JUNE 17th. 


Glass 1.—A. 8S. Walker, ist and P.O. Medal; Wye College, 2nd; 
Mrs. M. A. Grant, 3rd.. Class 2.—Mrs. M. A. Grant, ist and P.C. 
Medal and Clarendo Special; Mrs. Grant, 2nd; Mrs. Grant, ord. 
Class 3—W. H. &. Roberts, 2nd. Class 4.—Miss N. H. Bell, ist. and 
N.U.P.S. Special and P.C. Medal: Wye College, Ind; Mre. C, N. 
Goode. 3rd. Class 5. Wye College, ist and _ P.C. Medal; €. N. 
Goode, 2nd; H, J. Wild and Son, 3rd. Class 6.—C. N. Goode, 2nd. 


JUNE 18th. 


Class 1—Mrs. M. A. Grant, ist and P.C. Medal; © .N. Goode, 
ond; W. Venn Carr, 3rd. Class 2—C. N. Goode, ist and P.C. Medal 
and Clarendo Special; Mrs. M. A. Grant, 2nd and 3rd. Class 3.— 
C. N. Goode, ist and N.U.P.S. Special-and P.C. Medal; C. N. Goode, 
nd and 3rd. Class 4.—C. N. Goode, 1st and P.C. Medal; Mrs. M. 
A. Grant, 2nd; Miss N. H .Bell. 3rd. Class 5.—C. N. Goode, ist 
and PC. Medal; H. J. Wild and Son, 2nd and 3rd, Class 6.— 
CG. N. Goode, ist and P.C Medal. 

JUNE 19th. 

Class 1.—Mre. M. A. Grant, ist and 2nd, P.C. Medal and 
N U.-P.8. Special. Class 2—Mrs M. A. Grant, ist, 2nd, amd _ 4nd. 
Class 3—Mre. M. A. Grant, ist and Clarendo Special; W. H 8. 
Roberts, 2nd. Class 4—C. Mansfield, ist and 2nd. j 

Mr. ©. A. House, of “Poultry World,” kindly officiated as 
judge on the last day. p 

‘A letter of thanks has been sent to the judges and donors 
of prizes for the help they have given in conmection with the 
é6now. 
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Correspondence. 


ROUP. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Sir,—I congratulate you and thank you for the 
resolution you propose to move at the meeting of 
the National Poultry Parliament, asking for a 
committee to be formed to enquite into and report 
to the public on Roup and other poultry diseases, 
as to the best known methods of preventing, and, 
if I might suggest it, of curing disease. 

As regards your courteous comments on the 
outbreak I have suffered from, you will, I am sure, 
allow me to make one or two in return, in the same 
spirit. 

I published a full account as you say, because 
it was clear to me that outbreaks, not quite so 
severe, but sufficiently so, were of much more 
frequent occurrence than J had _ previously thought. 
I have received a large amount of correspondence 
describing such outbreaks with suggested 
remedies. I may say, in passing, in one case the 
disease destroyed three-quarters of the stock, and 
in two other cases the outbreaks were severe in 
intensive plants. I can fully understand the 
desire to hush these matters up, but it appears 
to me that what is wanted is more complete Venti- 
lation of these outbreaks, so that we may learn 
more about them, the causes that lead to the out- 
breaks, and the remedies to apply. 

As regards the opinions I put forward, I do so 
diffidently. I am in a very humble frame of mind, 
chastened by misfortune. 

As roup is endemic on most poultry farms, I 
doubt the efficacy of the slaughter policy, because 
it is impossible to tell how many birds are in- 
fected, and in the case of an epidemic would have 
to be carried on indefinitely. -What I mean is this, 
there is strong evidence to show that the disease 
icubates for considerable periods. Hens that 
were removed from the laying houses for the pur- 
pose of hatching, and that showed no signs what- 
ever of the disease, and were kept in strict isola- 
tion on their nests, frequently developed roup in 
‘a fortnight, three weeks, and even longer, after 
they were isolated. If the germs of roup are 
nearly always prevalent where large numbers of 
poultry are kept, I do not quite see where the 
“carrier ’’ theory comes in, in the case of cured 
birds. I have many hundreds of cured birds, and 
our chief hope is that these birds are now immune, 
at any rate for a long period. After cure they 
quickly recover condition, and are soon in full lay. 
The presence of roup germs is supported by the 
fact that if two cocks fight, unless their wounds 
sare treated quickly with some antiseptic lotion or 
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ointment, they are nearly certain to catch roup. 
This has always been the case here for many years, 
although there was no roup apparent in the pens. 
jf the roup germs are always there the presence 
of cured carriers would not seem to make much 
difference. The manure pits have been in exist- 
ence for twelve years. I do not see how it is 
practicable to abolish them without raising the 
birds dangerously near the roof in the lean-to type 
of house with which this farm is equipped. The 
land immediately round the houses is heavily limed 
twice yearly. I agree that the manure pits should 
be cleaned out more often than they have been, 
and I intend, if and when the farm is recon- 
structed, to arrange to have this done, but I do not 
think the virulence of the outbreak is to be attri- 
buted to them. 

I put forward this theory for what it may be 
worth ; it is now a little over three years since 
the ‘birds were put on the colony system, and the 
land has been in full occupation all the time. If 
the germs of roup are passed in the excrement, it 
is possible that by passing more often through the 
host they may have become more virulent ; if the 
land is rested, alternately with use, the germs de- 
posited on the land may become weaker or die 
out when the land is vacated. Against this theory 
is to be placed the fact that the houses are in use 
all the time, and that it has been the general 
custom to feed the hens in the litter, which is full 
of powdered excreta. Since the beginning of the 
outbreak all food has been given in the troughs, 
and I think this is a practise that will be continued 
for the future. I am informed by a medical official 
of the Ministry of Agriculture that it has been dis- 
covered that the swine fever virus cannot live out- 
side the pig for more than 14 days, that disinfection 
has been discontinued, and that all that is done 
is to clear the premises of pigs for 21 days and 
then they can be restocked with safety. I under- 
stand ‘also that the virus of foot and mouth disease 
is very short-lived outside the host. The virus of 
roup has not been isolated, as it is one of that 
kind that is so infinitely small, that it passes the 
filters; in this respect it resembles the foot and 
mouth disease virus. 

A characteristic of the diseases, I am creditably 
informed, which are propagated by a very minute 
virus, is that they appear without any apparent 
direct cause and run their destructive course in 
a more illogical way. Witness influenza in human 
beings, foot and mouth disease in cattle, roup in 
poultry. I had my first experience of roup when 
a boy, almost, 50 years ago. Some one told me 
that if I wantéd eggs in winter I must keep my 
house warm, so I closed up the ventilators and 
soon got the birds roupy. With the restoration of 
fresh air and the use of rue pills—_I made these 
out of chopped rue, mixed with butter—they soon 
got well. This farm was started 26 years ago, 
being on the small flock system until 1912. Roup 
appeared in the second year of its existence, but, 
if I remember rightly, itt was imported then. We 


are making progress I think, but very slowly, and 
the death ratte is still heavy. I am afraid I must 
continue to differ with you on the hospital ques- 
tion. You may of course be right, and if we had 
continued to slaughter all cases as they became 
visible we might have got off better, but, on the 
other hand, we might have had very few birds 
left now if we had carried out that method, and 
I rather think that would have been the case, as 
the epidemic seemed determined to run its course 
until nearly all the adult stock at all events had 
undergone the ordeal. 

I think, perhaps, the ultimate result may be of 
more interest to the industry than the history of 
the outbreak, whatever that may be; it will be 


published, 
TT. W. =TOOVEY. 


MR. TOOVEY AND ROUP. 


— 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Mr. Newman,—In yoursarticle in “ Eggs ” 
of June 17th, re Mr. Toovey’s losses from roup, 
you state that ~ ordinary ’’’ remedies proved 
wholly ineffective, and so far ‘extraordinary ”’ 
ones employed have failed. It is a pity you do 
not give your readers a list of the ordinary 
remedies which have failed to cure, also a list of 
the ‘‘extraordinary ’’ ones employed ; it might 
have helped your readers considerably to know 
what not to do when treating for roup. Mr. 
Toovey does inform us in his article on roup that 
“ Sulphur and Sulphate of Copper were not of the 
slightest use,’’ this 1s information gained. 

T should have more sympathy .with Mr. Toovey 
did 1 not know that, although he was offered last 
year a free trial of a new cure for roup, he totally 
ignored the offer, and 1 do know that he has not 
tried it yet. Iam still willing to (through you) send 
Mr. Toovey sufficient of this remedy to treat and 
cure so birds if he will accept it, and until he has 
tested it he has no right to say there is no cure. 
I may say that the remedy I am offering Mr. 
Toovey disinfects the excrement before it has 
passed through the birds, thus rendering it 
innocuous. 

Yours truly, 
Sida 


GUARANTEED EGGS AND THE MARKETING 
THEREOF. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Mr. Newman,—Since your editorial some 
weeks ago on the above, there have been a few 
letters from producers of Guaranteed Eggs up- 
holding or approving the standard of grading and 
proportionate pricing as outlined-by me in a later 
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letter. But I expected and hoped that you would | 
have had a much greater response to my appeal 
for other producers to come forward and either 
condemn or uphold the given standard. Surely 
it is not too much to expect that those interested 
in their own welfare, and that of the position held 
by the British egg in the British markets, will 
come forward and state their views on such an 
important matter. The marketing of one’s pro- | 
duce, together with the purchasing cf food, is 
amongst the most important business elements of 
successful poultry farming. 

The number of members of our Association pru- 
ducing Clean, Graded, Guaranteed Eggs, and will-- 
ing to market them at least twice weekly, must 
be responsible for the production of something 
over a million eggs weekly. Is it reasonable to | 
suppose, do you think, that if all such accepted 
the standard (or another to be accepted ‘after dis- 
cussion) and PRACTISED it, we could make our 
demands felt? Personally, I am of opinion that, | 
with the help of our powerful Association, eggs of 
such a standard honestly kept would be sought 
after, in very little time, by more retailers than_ 
we could supply. . 
_ To show I am not barren of ideas on a matter 
in which I am so interested, I will make the follow- 
ing suggestions, and perhaps you, Mr. Newman, 
and other members will make constructive criticism 
on them :— | 


_ (1) Let us agree on a Standard—by ballot 
if necessary. 1 suggest the following Grades: 
1% oz. (Autuma only), 17 0z.,.2 02-, 22-0274 
and 2} oz. Each grade to comprise eggs 
weighing an eighth of an ounce either side of 
the grade, with the exception of the 2% oz. 
Grade which should include eggs up to 2% ozs. 
Price to be based upon the top quotation in the 
‘Daily Telegraph ” under the Market column 
plus 2/6 per 120 for Standard 2 oz. eggs; 
other Grades to be paid for in proportion, i.e., 
when the Market quotation is 17/6 our price” 
for 2 oz. eggs would be 20/-, 1} oz. eggs ; 
would be 15/-, 13 0z. 17/6, 24 Oz. 22/6, 23 02. 
25/-. Eggs should be thoroughly clean and 
marketed twice weekly. 

(2) When the Standard is agreed upon, 
members should be asked to subscribe to it,7 
and to sign a declaration and ABIDE by it.7 
If there are sufficient members agreeing to this” 
Standard and have signed the (what I will® 
call) S.P.B.A. Declaration, then : 

(3) The Association shall make a register of 5 
these producers of Clean, Graded, Guaranteed | 
Eggs, and then shall F 

(4) Put an advertisement in the Daily Press 4 
advertising such eggs with the S.P.B.A] 
Guarantee, giving a full description of they 
grading and proportionate pricing. ; 

(5) As the orders come forward, the Asso-¥ 
ciation shall forward the orders to such mem-) 
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bers as are best able to meet the requirements 
of the retailers (as to quantities, of course). 


The S.P.B.A. Register should comprise the kinds 
of eggs produced by the members and the quan- 
tities produced. The S.P.B.A. should issue official 
Contract Forms for use of the retailers and mem- 
bers, and should attend to the drawing up and 
Signing of the contracts, 

Our Association’s warranty with the eggs should 
go a long way to inducing retailers to come for- 
ward, and if members will strictly and honestly 
abide by the Standard, we shall soon gain such 
a name for our eggs as to ensure our rapid pro- 
gress. 

With reference to Major Cave’s letter in issue 
June 17th, unless we take steps NOW to ensure a 
fair price for eggs heavier than two ounces, 
breeders will not trouble to produce birds laying 
large eggs. There are more and more complaints 
every year about the small eggs, and we must see 
to it that we produce an egg to compete with the 
large Dutch eggs. The ‘‘ pull of the race’’ will 
‘see to it that we get all the small eggs we want ; 
only years of selective breeding will increase the 
size of eggs. Major Cave is fortunate in being 
“able to produce plenty of 2} oz. eggs if 
necessary,’ everybody cannot do this. 


Yours very sincerely, 


W. R. MORRIS HAMMOND. 


GRADE ‘A”’ EGGS. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Sir,—Acting on the request, in your editorial 
footnote, to my letter published in ‘‘ Eggs,’’ June 
3rd, I am venturing to submit ito you the following 
basis of a scheme. 

It is based on a scheme already proved success- 
ful im the case of milk, and also on the assump- 
‘tion that the Ministry, as in the case of milk, 
would be willing to co-operate in any scheme that 
should promise .a legitimate and reasonable 
advantage to the home producer, at the same time 
benefiting the retailer, and providing the consumer 
with an article for which he is always asking, often 
paying for, and seldom obtaining. 

It must, of course, be decided what age Grade 
“A” eggs must be, and it must, I think, be 
conceded that the only age which can be taken 
into consideration is the age of the egg when 
despatched, to the retailer. I have no idea of any 
Means of checking the age of the egg when soid 
by the retailer, but it would surely be an enormous 
step forward if the age of the egg on despatch 
were guaranteed and stated to the public. It is, 
of course, to the advantage of the retailer to sell 
as quickly as possible. Discussion may and_prob- 
ably will produce improvements ; but I would sug- 
gest that no egg qualifies as Grade ‘‘ A’’ unless 


it 1s despatched within three days of the date of 
laying. 
Now for the suggested basis for the scheme :— 


(1) Guarantee.—It isi no use for a producer 
merely to state that his eggs are Grade ‘‘A.” An 
official certificate is required. 

(2) Grade *£A.’’--As a grade, this must be 
officially adopted by the N.P.C., the poultry 
societies, and, if possible, officially laid down by 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

(3) Inspection.—Local branches of the S.P.B.A. 
should maintain inspectors. The Ministry might, 
I believe, assist with the salaries of the inspectors, 
as in the case of the milk scheme if the societies 
are local. 

(4) Certificates.—Inspectors should issue a 
dated certificate on the cccas:on of each visit, to be 
displayed by the retailer in an appropriate and 
conspicuous manner. Certificates to be granted 
to producers who habitually dispatch to the re- 
tailer, either daily or within three days of laying. 
Certificates to be marked ‘‘ DAILY DESPATCH ” 
or ‘‘ DESPATCHED WITHIN THREE DAYS.”’ 

(5) Proof of Despatch.—Proof for the inspector 
to be taken by comparing invoices and/or Railway 
Waybills with production sheets. 

(6) Inspections.—To take place, as in the milk 
scheme ,every six weeks or once a month. 

(7) Cost.—To ke met ‘by a levy per head on 
the laying flocks of members of the branch.- An 
inspector need not necessarily be a _ whole-time 
job unless he takes two or three branches. Pos- 
sibly even a member of the branch, elected by 
the branch, or appointed by the S.P.B.A., might 
act as an inspector. 

(8) Retailers must be prevented from selling, as 
Grade “‘ A,’’ eggs which are not from certified pro- 
ducers. I expect that here again the milk scheme 
will be of assistance. 

As regards size, the public does not demand 
2 oz. eggs ; it wants large ones, and should pay 
for them. Hence, I suggest again ‘“‘ Corres- 
pondent’s’”’ scale of May 13th. I do not see how 
it can be improved. Small eggs must be sold as 
well as large. 

Booming may or may not be necessary, but the 
“Eat More Eggs’’ campaign failed, and failed 
rightly, I think, because one only saw one sug- 
gested poster that even mentioned English eggs, 
and the age of the eggs to be eaten was not 
hinted at. 

I therefore suggest that the S.P.B.A. com- 
municates with the Ministry as regards classi 
fication, grading, and inspection. After all, the 
Government is spending 41,000,000 0n the market- 
ing of colonial produce as though the colonies 
couldn’t do it by themselves much better than we 
can. 

I suggest that the Poultry’ Societies, led as 
usual by the S.P.B.A., should circularise their local 
branches and get from them lists of producers 
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willing to go to the necessary small expense of 
inspection, and willing whole-heartedly to co- 
operate in putting on the market, via their own 
present channels, English eggs produced and 
despatched in accordance with the suggested new 
standard. 

I am, Sir, yours, etc., 


S. G. SWAN. 


CORRUGATED IRON ROOFS. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—A belated note on corrugated iron 
roofs :—Some five years ago I bought some two- 
metre lengths of ‘‘ papery’’ gauge, coated them 
both sides with thin tar and nailed them on 
a thin straw thatch on to the usual framing, and 
the job still looks good enough for another dozen 
years. I used bamboos to support the straw, but 
hazel bean rods should be good enough. For the 
extra 14 inches in thickness 4-inch wire nails, with 
washers, are required. 

This 1s not too hot in summer, and sweating is 
not noticeable in winter. 

PS LOCKs: 


Lenham Heath, Maidstone. 


CORRUGATED IRON ROOFS. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Mr. Newman,—TI have been very interested 
in your correspondence on corrugated roofs for 
poultry houses. 

Rather more than two years ago I put up an 
open-fronted laying shed almost entirely of this 
material, and it has been most satisfactory in 
every way. It measures 30 feet by 14 feet, and 
was used first for rearing pullets from eight weeks 
old, and subsequently asa laying shed fitted with 
trap-nests. 

The walls of corrugated sheets are sunk from 
8-12 inches into the ground to keep out rats; the 
front has single sheets of corrugated laid length- 
wise along the ground (2 feet high), and it is 
otherwise open, except for sparrow netting and a 
wooden hood along the top. 

I was quite prepared to give extra protection in 
front for winter, but found it quite unnecessary, as 
the house faces S.E., from which direction we get 
practically no driving rain or snow here, and East 
wind usually comes only during the early months 
of the year, when laying 1s not easily checked, and 
it did not seem to affect fertility. As to con- 
densation, there is certainly more than from a 
wooden roof, but not any more than from plain 
super-felt, and not enough to damp the litter or 
cause any inconvenience. 

This shed has only a rammed earth floor, as 
the whole thing was purely an experiment, but it 
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has been so successful that I am now having two 
similar ones put up, with concrete floors. 

This particular shed backs on to a 4 ft. 6 in. 
stone wall, and has a clump of fir trees protecting 
the greater part of it from hot sun from the West 
in summer, and gales in winter, so it is possible 
that a similar one in an exposed position might 
not give quite such good results, but some of my 
best trapnest records have been put up in this one, 
and there have been no colds or ailments of any 
kind. 

Yours truly, 
(Mrs.) J. M. GOODDEN. 


THE SALE OF EGGS. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,—Possibly the following would interest 
some of our members, and invite some helpful 
discussion :— 


EGGS FROM 400 LAYERS. MARKET PRICES. 


PER DAY. PER DOZ. 
250 Loft 
200 1/6 
150 1/- 
- 100 2/0 
75 dS 
50 3/9 
1374 average. 2/38 
305 average.” 
48,032 per an. 
4,002? doz. at 2/3% ... ee vedo 400 Ose 
Cost of Feed for 12 months at £17... 4204.0 0 
Gross profit 


£2602. 8 6 


Yours truly, 
A. MORTON NANCE. 


SCIENCE AND POULTRY-KEEPING. 
To the:Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,-—I notice in your issue of the 17th 
inst. you advocate a closer collaboration between 
the scientist and the poultry breeder. This, I 
think, should be so, but first of all let the scien- 
tist come down from his pinnacle, and use less of 
his Latin names and a little more simple English 
when writing articles or lecturing. I feel sure 
that if this principle was adopted ‘the average 
poultry-keeper would come forward more freely 
with their difficulties, and in many cases theories, 
which in all probability would not only lead to a 
better understanding, but would place in the 
hands of the scientist valuable information for 
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further investigation ; whereas at the present time 
the average person does not care. to express his 
opinion or ideas for fear of being held up to ridicule 
through not being conversant with Latin names 
such as are used by the scientist. I am not raising 
this point altogether on behalf of the small poultry- 
keeper, but in many cases I find the breeder fails 
to understand their meaning. In drawing my 
letter to a close, I should like to suggest, if you 
could find space in ‘‘Eggs’’ ¢o insert, a list of 
the most difficult names along with their more 
simple definition. This I feel would be of great 
service to the majority of your readers. 

I remain, yours faithfully, 


W. HIRST. 


HARPER:ADAMS’ AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, NEWPORT, SALOP 
POULTRY LAYING TRIALS—1924.1925. 


Report for the Eighth Period. 


The eighth month, covering the period May 16th to June 12th, 
shows a decline in egg production corresponding with the season, 
the output for all the birds being slightly less than 17 eggs per 
bird. This figure differs by a small fraction from the output for 
the corresponding period last year. 

The condition of the birds continues satisfactory on the whole, 
a few deaths (ten in alli having occurred during the month. It 
is regretted that two of these occurred in Mr. McMahon’s Leg- 
horn Pen No. 32, which leads the Leghorn Section. 

The following are the leading positions at the end of the 
eighth month :— 


SUMMARY OF THE LEADING PENS. 
Championship Trials. 


Section 1. Light Breeds.—A. White (B.L.), Malpas, Cheshire, 
1489 eggs; Miss N. H. Bell (W.L.), Ightam, Kent, 1498; Frank 
Snowden (W.L.), Keighley, Yorks., 1413; H. Sutton and Sons 
(W.L.), Preston, 1442; G. B. Metcalfe (B.L,), Lechlade, 1382. 

Section 2. Heavy Breeds.—W. Lister (L.8.); Northiam, E. 
Sussex, 1477; E. Watson (W.W.), Colne, Lanes., 1493; G. B, Met- 
calfe (W.W.), Lechlade, Glos., 1490; Miss M. Fowler (W.W.), Black- 
burn, 1633; F. H. Collins (W.W.), Bewdley, Wores, 1376. 


SMALL FLOCK TRIALS. 


Section 1. White Leghorns—W. McMahon, Newton Mearns, 
Renf., 1003; J. and W. Purdie, Lanark, 973; F. A. Welch, Chelten- 
ham, 944: H. Smith, Sheffield, 933; G. Keith Simmons, Honiton, 
Devon, 875. 

Section 2. White Wyandottes.—D. W. Gunston, Reading, 1043; 
Allen Bros., Harrogate, 943; Frank Snowden, Keighley, Yorks., 
903: Mrs. Alec Wilson, Breconshire, 902; Dr. A. Everson Harrison, 
Daventry, 886. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Reds.—F. and A. H. Sanders, Rugby, 
944; R. Green, Preston, Lanes., 877; Dashwood Farms, Ltd., Ded- 
dington, Oxon, 857; Mrs. HoNoy, Antrim, Ireland, 919; EH. Leslie 
Pattison, Longton, Staffs , 849. 

Section 4. Sussex.—F. Rossall-Sandford, Shrewsbury, 834; W. 
Bradbury, Bury, Lancs., 849; Capt. A. A. Plimpton, Beverley, 
E. Yorks, 888: A. Hughes, Malpas, Cheshire, 849; A. Robinson, 
Bawtry. Yorks., 858. 

Section 5. Black Lesghorns.—W A. Lansley, Whitchurch, 
Salop, 845; Mrs. M. B, Cowley, Abingdon, Berks., 843; C. L. and 
J. A. Thomson, Holywell, 856; Wilson Beattie, Rothersthorpe, 
Northants, 810; J. H. Hodkinson, St. Ives, Hunts., 787. 

Section 6. Any Other Light Breed.—Storer Bros. (An.), Man- 
chester, 815; H. Lynden Lemon ‘La Br.), Devizes, 8143; W. Hamnett 
(An.), Blackpool, 792; Stanley Street-Porter (An.), Ely, Cambs., 
802; Dr. R. B. Reed (An.), Colchester, Essex, 811. 

_ Section 7. Any Other Heavy Breed.—Mits PP. Mills (Rks), 
Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire. 943; F. R. Welch, (Rks.), Bewdley, 
sWores., 849; O. C. Brown (Rks.), Seunthorpe, Lincs., 881; Miss 
M. Fowler (B. Orp.), Blackburn, 795; P. E. White (Rks.), Market 
Drayton, 803. 

SINGLE BIRD TRIALS. 

Section 1. White Leghorns.—W. Hamnett, Blackpool, 184; W. 
M. Golden, Leire, Rugby, 181; S. HE. Illingworth, Bradford, 173; 
N. S. Robinson, Spilsby, Lincs, 166; J. Potter, Wigan, 167. 

Section 2. White Wyandottes—Mrs. Alec Wilson, Garth, 
Breconshire, 188; S. Street-Porter, Ely, Cambs., 168; A. Hughes, 
Malpas, Cheshire, 168; S. and T. Greenall, Grantham, 168; W. 
Barron, Preston, 165. 

Section 3. Any Other Light Breed.—S. Street-Porter (BL.), 
Ely, Gambs., 163; A. White (B.L.), Malpas, Cheshire, 152; R. A. 
and A. M. Johnson (B.L.), Chalford, Glos., 155; W Hammett (Am.), 
Pool, 146; Chivers and Sons, Ltd, (B.L.), Histon, Cambridge, 


Section 4. Any Other Heavy Breed.—T. Barron (R.IR.), Pres- 
ton. 165; W. M. Golden (1.8.), Leire, Rugby, 156; R. Green (R.I.R.), 
Preston, 160; A. White (L3.), Malpas, Cheshire, 155; O. 0. Brown 
(Bf. R.), Scunthorpe, Lines,, 149 


London Market Advice 
Table, 


By A. ¥. CLARKSON. 
SG 


JUTY, 1925, 
Re 


We have now aurived at the commencement of the Holiday 
Season, and it is up to every producer to use his endeavouis 
to dispose of ail or part of kis surplus cockerels to the nearest 
seaside jor holiday resart where possible. By this means he will 
obtain a higher price than he would do on the London Market, 
which suffers owing to increased supplies and the exodus of 
holiday makers, and for these reasons can hold out no hopes of 
an inc.ease on the present realisation prices. 


Large Spring Chicken.—The demand is for a bird scaling 38lbs, 
or over, apd these will meet a steady demand and keep fairly 
firm in price. If sent dead it is essential that the birds be clean 
plucked. Should the weather be hot, it will be to the producer’s 
advantage to draw the gut to prevent the birds turning gireen 
during transit. Extra care should be taken to thoroughly cool 
the birds before packing, and a well-ventilated crate should be 
used to send the goods an. 


Surplus Cockerels—The Tondon Market can dispose of any 
elass of bird, but jit is really unwise to send cockerels smailer 
thai 1#!bs. for the light breeds, and lbs. for the heavy breeds. 


Old Hens.—All hens should be sent alive, Tit is wise when 
sending to pack the heavy breeds separate from the light breeds. 
The latter do not realise so much as the former, for the reason 
that they average only 3}lbs. alive, and one will readily see 
that a year or a two-year-old hen that only scales dlbs. when 
dead, cannot carry much meat. Im addition, it must be borne in 
mind that there are a tremendous mumber of light breeds in 
existence in comparison to the heavy breeds, and I would like 
to draw tthe readers’ attention to this fiact that when making his 
breeding amiangemments it would be as well to take into con- 
sidcnation the fiact that at the end of lhis operations his realisation 
feures will be much lower df he is working on tthe light breeds 
than it would be if he were working on the heavies, The 
London Market tinvariably does better tham local markets with 
the light breed hens. 


Duckling.—The only demand on the London Market is for a 
white duckling scaling 4lbs. or over when killed and clean 
plucked, amd these bids need @ little extra attention in cooling 
and packing during the hot weather. It does mot pay to send 
runner or Coloured ducks to the London Market killed and 
plucked 


Eggs.—New-laid eggs continue in steady demand with a 
slightly increasing price. and it is essential that producers take 
care that their eggs are sent to market as early as possible. It 
is far better to send a small quantity often than a large quantity 
at intervals, because nothing is moxe disastrous to sender, sales- 
man and retailer as an egg that is mot fresh. ; 


Rabbits.—Many farmers live in a district where rabbits are 
very plentiful. The London Market will later on require lange 
quantities of nabbits, and, believing that to be forwaxned is to 
be forearmed, I would suggest to the people so situated that they 
make judicious inquiries in their distmict, to see if it is possible 
for them to buy the rabbits from the big farms or estates in 
their own district. The writer’s experience is that theie are 
hundreds of dealers who make a lot of money by buying these 
rabbits (some even buying from the local market) and sending 
them to London. The p.ices that they pay are invariably much 
lawer\than the London Market realises, amd it will be seen that 
to a man who takes the trouble to understand the rabbit trade 
there is a chance of earning a lot of money. The writer will be 
only too pleased to give further information to anyone interested, 
and although this advice is given in July, and rabbits are not 
wanted- yet, if any member of the $.P.B_A. is going to take the 
matter up, it is time he started making his inqui:ies in both 
directions, otherwise he will find that the local dealers have 
already cut him out. 


OUR FRONT COVER. 


The photograph on our front cover this week is 
of Hen No. 30, ‘‘ Pensford Prohfic,”’ which has-a 
record of 721 in three years, the property of the 
Misses Ransford. 

Particular attention is given by the Misses 
Ransford to size, type and hatchability. The per- 
sistency of their layers is proof of constitution 
and vigour, and size has been increased in con- 
junction with heavier production. The results of 
correct feeding and management are shown in 
their stocks’ large frames and fine texture. 
Hatchability has been extraordinarily good from 
all breeders. lo give two recent examples :— 
go per cent. from eggs sent to Scotland and 188 
splendid chicks from 250 eggs sent to Ontario, 
Canada. Regarding the latter, very favourable 
remarks were made as to size and liveliness of the 
chicks, and to the fact that they had hatched 
better than any native stock. Pedigrees and 
records date back to 1914-—full details of every 
bird being most carefully kept throughout its life. 


EGG-LAYING TEST, 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE REPORT. 


The following is the report on the Gloucestershire Laying 
‘lest, under the supervision of Mr. L. G@ Price, County Instructot 
in Poultry Keeping, for the eighth month ended May 22nid:— 


During the past month 6,132 eggs have been collected, against 
6,009 the previous month, giving a totial of 39,288 for the eight 
months, and an average of 123.2 in respect of 319 pullets,. The 
slight decrease is still due to excessive broodiness in the heavy 
breeds. The general health of the birds is giood, 


Figures for Leading Pens. 


Section A. (1). White Wyandotte (Professional).—(Rive birds 
constitute a pen)—P. M. Hinton, 3061; H, Ludlow Hewitt, 2968; 
Hl. Bennett, 2925; H. W. Fowles, 2834: E. J. Stone, 2765; J. EB. 
Boyd, 2707. 

Section A. (2). A.O.V, Heavy Breed. (Professional).—Miss M. 
Lawrence (R.1.R.), 3065; J. G Herbert (R.1.R.), 3027; W. R. Part- 
ridge (R.IR.), 2982; G. H.. H. Simmons (LS.), 2973; M. ©. Beale 
(R.1.R ), 2833; C. G. Young (R.1.R.), 2628. 

Section A. (3). A.V. Light Breed, (Professional),—Miss H. 
Baclis. 3181; Miss N. Townsend, 3164; Sherborne Park P.F., 3003; 
Cee Pedigree Farm, 2944; F. A. Welch, 2860; G. H. H. Sim- 
mons, 2848. 

Section B. (i). A.V. Heavy Breed. (Confined to owners of mot 
more than 50 laying head)—Maisemore School (W.W.), 3196; A, 
W. Moses (U.8 ), 3110; Miss M. Brown (W.W.), 2878; L, Grist (W.W.), 
2622; R. T. Miles (B’Veld), 1340. 

Section B. (2). A .Y. Light Breed. (Gomfined to owners of not 
more than 50 laying head).—C. E. Skirten, 2837: I. Grist, 2721; 
Miss M. Brown, 2458; J. D. Crewdson, 2412. All White Leghorns. 
a Pen Duck Section... (Four ducks constitute a. pen).—G. H. H. 
Simmons (K.-C.), 549; _G. B. Youmg (K.0.), 500: S. J. Phillips 
(K.-C,). 498; Major J G. Dugdale (K.-C.), 481; Sherborne Park P.F. 
(K.-~C.), 418, W. R. Partridge (W.R.), 413. 


SINGLE PEN SECTION. 


Section 1. White Leghorns.—Miss N. Townsend (5) 5 2.029 3) das 
Grist (13), 099; Miss K. Meaviour, 681: G. H. H. Simmons, 676; L. 
Grist (6), 507; Miss N. Nowmsenid (19). 666. 

_, Section 2. White Wyandotte—H. W. Fowles, 764; W. R. Part- 
ridge (34), 744; Lord Sherborne (37), 700: W. R. Partridge (38), 705; 
G. H, H. Simmons (31), 664; Philip Clapham (36), 657. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Red.—Miss Lawrence (59), 722; G. B. 
aa ees 628; Miss M. Lawrence (42), 521: S. Barnes, Junr. (48), 

Section 4, A.O.V. Light Breed—Churechdown P.F. (An.), 678; 
H. W. Stephens: (B.L.), 476; G B. Young (B.L.), 467; Miss M. John- 
son (W. la B.), 428. 

Section 5. A.0.V, Heavy Breed.—Miss M. Lawrence (Buff R.), 
696; G. H. H. Simmons (Buff B.), 672; Mrs. E. Weinholt (Aus. Orp.), 
638; Lady Biedisloe (Aus. Orp.), 595; Major J. Dugdale (58) (1.8.), 
554; Miss M. Johnson (L.8.), 536. 

_ Section 6. Ducks,—Mrs. H. L Hianks (K.-C.), 217; H. W. Fowles 
(K.-C.), 193; F. L. Walters (7) (W.R.), 157; Mrs. W. Pearce Ellis 
(K.-C.). 165; W. R Partridge (14) (W.R.)}, 149; W. R. Partridge 


(15) (W.R.), 146. 
(Signed) R. A. and A. M. JOHNSON. 
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Autumn Hatching. 


By LESTER SPURGEON. 


I am asked from time to time whether~it pays to 
try and rear autunn-hatched White Leghorns for com: 
mercial egg production. I am sorry to say I have not} 
yet had the courage to try the experiment. Generally 
one big rearing season is enough for me! ‘This I cam 
say in connection with some heavies we had at ong} 
time—Buff Orpingtons they were.. I was hen-hateh- 
ing a large number of their eges during July and 
August, and in late September the resulting chicks 
were placed in colony houses out on the stubble, and 
without any special attention they grew and came into 
egg production as soon as the late May-hatched White 
Leghorns ‘'They also developed to such an extent that 
one could not tell they were summer-hatched birds. 

Whether it would pay for commercial egg produe- 
tion to start up one’s incubator and the brooder in the 
autuinn, I cannot feel certain. It would mean that 
the breeding per would have to be mated up with 
either fresh cockcrels, or with thoroughly rested ones, 
My experience goes to prove that eggs from birds that 
have been in ful! production all the summer can pro- 
duce fine strong chicks in autumn, and that one would 
expect seeing the hens are slackening off, and are nob 
turning out s¢ many eggs as in the spring, and a good 
many of the hens have rested by reason of a bout of 
broodiness. 

It would only be safe to make the attempt by arti 
ficial incubation, where the inside temperature of the 
incubator house was not. much affected by the out= 
side temperature, but often when it comes to starting 
up a glass-fronted brooder house, it is a matter that 
needs very careful consideration, anid then there is the 
question of using ground that had been run over by 
the last batch of chicken from the season’s hatch. I 
am certainly in favour of autumn hatching where con- 
ditions permit, and where brooding cam be carried on 
on fresh and shady ground. 

The autumn hatching of heavies for killing in spring 
can be a profitable side-line. ~In a smallish way we 
have always done it by natural methods—that is prut- 
ting as many hens down at onie time as possible, and 
then condensing the. resulting chicks by placing any 
number from twenty to forty under one hen, or rather 
with one hen, I believe we have given as many as 
fifty chicks to one hen, since they need little brooding 
in warm weather. 

A gsuecessful method is to put the hen with this large 
number of chicks in a house six by four, the floor of 
which tis well bedded down with peat moss litter, and 
the birds are kept in until the dew is off the grass, 
and in a house this size they cam be kept in for a day, 
or longer durimg wet weather. It is surprising how 
little attention a few batches of chicks housed in this! 
way require-at this time of the year. A good water} 
supply and suitable food thrown to them extra to the 
dry mash twice daily, and the old hen will work and 
keep them supplied with dainty morsels ail the day. 7 

For those who wish to try this let me emphasise 
the necessity for the essentials—a giood-sized house 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Market Report, 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, JUNE 26th, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FJEDING STUFFS.—British wheat meets a 
quiet trade and is easier in price at Bristol and Hull, the 
average quotation now being 12s. 4d. per cwt. Imported is also 
reduced, cspecially Argertine and Australian which record re- 
ductions cf from 4d. to about 1s. per cwt. on the week. Feeding 
barley is in little request and prices generally are slightly 
easier. Homegrown oats are unchanged, except at Liverpool, 
where white varieties are reduced 3d. per cwt., while imported 
descriptions are mostly in slow request at about recent quota- 
tions. Maize meets a limited inquiry at lower values, the 
average quotation for Argentine being 10s. $d. per cwt., a 
decline ot 4d. per cwt. on the week 


Offals are practically unchanged at most markets, Lut at 
Hull bran and coarse middlings are reduced 10s. per ton on 
the week. Meals also show little alteration in value, except 
for maize products, which are cheaper at the majority of 
markets. Oil cakes meet a limited inquiry, and at London some 
descriptions of linseed cake are quoted at 2s. 6d: per ton less. 


MILLERS’ OFFALS—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 17s; Hull, 
£6 2s; Liverpool, £6 15s; London, £6 10s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
£9 17s; Hull, £7 2s; London, £8. Middlings—Fine (imported): 
London, £9 2s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £7 15s; l.iver- 
pool, £8; London, £7 10s. Pollards. (Imported): Bristol, £7 12s; 
Hull, £7; Liverpool, £7; London, £7 5s. Rice Bran: Bristol, 
£7 17s; Liverpool, £7 5s: London, £7 15s. MEAUL.—Barley Meal: 
Bristol, £i1 15s; Hull, £11 13s; London, £12. Maize Meal: Bristol, 
£12 12s; Hull, £10 i7s; Liverpool, £11 28s; London, £11 10s. Maize 
Meal (8S. African): Bristol, £10 i0s; Hull, £9 15s; Liverpool, £9 10s; 
London, £8 15s. Maize Germ Meal: Bristol, £10 15s; Hull, £9 10s; 
London, £9 10s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11; Liverpool, 
£9 10s; London, £10. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, 
£9 15s; London, £9 15s. Bean Meal: Bristol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 18s; 
London, £13. Fish Meal: Bristol, £20 10s; Hull, £19; Liverpool, 
£18 10s; London, £19 10s. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


British eggs are rather dearer on the week, but most other 
See Dns mark a decline, although supplies are on the short 
side. 

Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 14s 3d, 12s 6d: Irish, 
13s 9d, 12s 6d; Dutch, 15s 3d, 14s 6d; French, 14s 9d, 14s 0d; 
Belgian, 13s 9d, 13s 0d; Italian, 12s 6d, 12s 0d; Lithuanian, 11s 6d, 
10s Shae Seer 10s 3d, 85 

ea oultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, 2s 0d, is 6d; Irish, 
1s 6d, is 2d; Others, is 9d, 1s 44. Ducks, 1s 5d, 1s 2d. ; 


EGGS. 


é Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 1s 9d; Second, 1s 8d. Birmingham: 
First, 1s 49d; Second, 1s 44d. Bridgwater: First, 1s 8d; Second, 
is 7d. Ohelmsford: First, 1s 84d; Second, 1s 63d. Colchester: 
First, 1s &d; Second, 1s 64d. Doncaster, First, 1s 6d. Dorchester: 
First, 1s 73d; Second, 1s o4d. Exeter: First, 1s 5d. Hereford: 
First, is 4d. King’s Lyun: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 5d. Liandilo: 
First, 1s 3d; Second, 1s 2d. Mold: First, 1s 5d; Second, is 4d. 
Montgomery 2 First, 1s 5d Newport (Mon.): First, is 6d; Second, 
is 5d. Norwich: First, 1s 6d. Oswestry: First, 1s 6d. Penzance: 
First, is 3d; Second, is 2d. Saffron Walden: First, is 9d. St. 
Ives (Hunts) : First, 1s 74a; Second, 1s 6d. Salisbury: First, 
is 93d ; Second, 1s 83d. Skipton: First, 1s 4d. Truro: First, 1s 3d. 
‘Carlisle : First, 1s 4d. *Derby: First, 1s 5d. *Ipswich:. First, 
1s 8d; Second, ts 3d. *Lincoln:, First, 1s 4d. *Shrewsbury: First 
Is 3d; Second, 1s 2d. *York: First, 1s 6d; Second, is 5d. : 


FOWLS. 


_ Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 7d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, +5s Od; Second, 44s 0d. Exeter: First, is 8d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 6d. Llandilo: First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. Newport 
(Mon.); First, Is 9d; Second, 1s 4d. Truro: First, 1s 5d. .*Derby: 
First, 5s 6d; Second, }4s 0d. *Ipswich: First, 2s 0d; Second, 
1s 10d. *Lincoln: First, +5s 6d; Second, t4s 0d. *Shrewsbury: 
First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *York: First, 45s 6d; Second, +4s 6d. 


DUCKS. 


Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, 1s 8d; Second, is 4d. Doncaster: 
First, t5s 6d; Second, 45s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 7d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 4d. *Derby: First, 46s 0d; Second, t5s 0d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. + Per head. 
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Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of “ Eggs,” it is 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are received 
by FIRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday’s issue. It is hardly necessary to add that 
the earlier in the week we receive copy the better it is for every: 


one concerned, 
PROOFS. 


We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 


AUTUMN HATCHING —Continued. 


well littered, and dry earth, answers as well, if not 
hetter, than peat moss litter, a plentiful and constant 
water supply, good food and shady ground on which 
to run out. Don’t let the chicks out in long wet grass 
or in bad weather, and keep the grass short if you pos- 
sibly ean. Good healthy chicks cannot help thriving 
if these conditions are given them, and if you can’t 
vet these conditions don’t attempt autumn hatching. 

~ Duck breeders, doubtless, take full advantage of 
Biddy as a brooder, and we do not hesitate in placing 
twenty or more Aylesburys with one hen. Thiis one 
can do quite early in the season, since ducklings 
require far Jess brooding than chicks. 


EGGS. 


July Ist, 1925. 


Classified Advertisements. 


(PREPAID RATES). 


ld. per word—minimum charge, is 0d. Bold 
headlines inserted at an extra charge per 
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remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted. 

Advertisements must be distinctly 
marked with the Heading under which 
they are to appear. 

Advertisements must be written on a 
separate sheet of paper, amd one side 
of the paper only. 

Name and Address to be counted. In the 
ease of Box Number being used, the 
words, “ Box,’ ‘“ Eggs,” 94, Farncombe 
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eight words, i.e., making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (is. for Box: 8d. per 
address) per insertion. 


Advertisements must reach this office 


FIRST POST FRIDAYS 


for insertion in the following Wednesday's 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be inserted in the next issue. 
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Displayed Advertisements. 
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£4 7s. 9d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d.; One 
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Quarter Column, 14s. 6d. One inch, 6s. 6d. 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Cover and other Special Position 
by arrangements. Discounts for -Series. 
Full Scale of Advertising Rates on applica- 
tion. 

Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H. 
BURLES, - “ EGGS,” 94, FARNCOMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16; MUST REACH 

SSE “se ar 
US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 
SS LAE EY 
for insertion in following issue. Those 
received later will be inserted in the next 
issue. 


A DEPOSIT SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use of same. When remittin 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the ful 
amount of purchase money should be sent, 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of same. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 
sent direct to The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Sussex. 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.l. Reds, White Leghorns. Eggs, Chicks, 
Stock Birds. List free. Satisfaction insis- 
ted on. (See under Ducks and Drakes also). 


SE 


ECGS AND CHICKS. 
FOR SALE. 
R. H. Berney, M.A., Cantab, offers Sit- 
tings of Kggs in W. Runners, and W. and 
F. Hunners; all related to Laying ‘l'est Win- 
nere; from 5s. per sitting.—West Common, 
Harpenden. 


Watson Bros. offer splendid value in 
Kegs for Hatching and Day-Old Chicks. 
Having spared no expense to procure the 
very leading strain to stock our 25-acre 
farm, Watson Bros. claim to be in the 
position to give you what you require in 
both quality and quantity promptly, 
having an incubating capacity of thirty 
thousand eggs on the farm, or eggs for 
hatching from none but free-range birds. 
We stock Black and White Leghorns, 
Anconas, Rhode Island Reds, and White 
Wyandottes. Prices: Chicks, 10s. for 12, 
20s. for 25, 40s’ for 50, £4 per 100; Eggs, 
5s. for 12, 10s. for 25, 20s. for 50, 38s. per 
100. Special Pen, Chicks, 15s. per 12; fgegs, 
7s. 6d. per 15..Special offer of 50 Chicks 
and reliable Brooder complete, wood or 
galvanised, 57s. 6d. Your own selection in 
all offers. Sent carriage paid in free 
packages; live delivery guaranteed; eggs 
not replaced.—_Watson Bros., Weasal Hall 
Farm, Hebden Bridge. 


Bryn Poultry ren, ie Castle, Salop. 
- Mills). 

Ist HARPER-ADAMS. BUFF ROCKS, 
White Wyandottes, Light Sussex. E 
from 4s. doz. Chicks, 1s, First Cross, foe. 
Six weeks old Pullets, 42s. 

Ful-O-Pep Laying Mash 
and 


Ful-O-Pep Growing Mash 


are renowned the world over 
for producing profitable poultry. 


POULTRY MASHES 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


Write for the revised edition of the Ful-O- 
Pep Handy . Monthly Guide—the most 
valuable book on Incubation, Rearing and 
Poultry Husbandry. This book has detailed 
suggestions for every month in the year. 
Also 12 monthly egg charts for you to record 
your eggs. Sent sree and postage paid. 
Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 
Quaker Oats Ltd., 11 Finsbury Square, E.C.2. 
SES RB CRS EY ee OE SE 


ECCS AND CHICKS. 
FOR SALE. 


BEST STOCK AT LOWEST PRICES 
Now is the time to buy Eggs or Day-( 
Chickens at the lowest possible prices | 
the highest quality stock. Our stock 
famous for its hardiness and heavy-layi 
powers. ‘Trap-nested strains of R.I. Re 
White Wyandottes, Light Sussex, B 
Sussex, Buff Orpingtons, Barred Roc 
White Leghorns, Black Leghorns, Ancon 

EGGS: 5/-, 12, 

10/-, 26; 17/6, 50; 30/-, 100. 

Our Breeding Flock of nearly 5,000 Select 

Birds is the product of 18 years’ breedi 

for laying powers and stamina. 
CHICKS: 10/-, 12; 

20/-, 25; 37/6, 50; 70/-, 100. : 
Thousands of our chickens have been se 
to customers throughout Great Brita 
and repeat orders are received dai 
testifying to the complete satisfacti 
invariably given by our stock. You cant 
buy better or stronger chicks at a 
price. Send for Free Illustrated Catalog) 


EASTMAN BROS., 
SUFFOLK POULTRY -FARM, 
HADLEIGH, 


EE a a 1 ERT REECE ES 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


Captain Strong, R.N., offers Black Le 
horn 1925 Pullets and Cockerels; sound 
eolour, lovely yellow legs —Apply, Hilh 
ton Poultry Farm, Bow, Devon. 


SISTERS SILVER MEDAL WINNER 
BENTLEY, 1923, R.I.R. 


Sire’s dam, 283. 

BLACK LEGHORNS, SNOWDEN’S 
238-260. Sire’s dam, 266. 
WHITE LEGHORNS, CAM’S. 
200-260. Sire’s dam 275. All Pullets tra 
nested. Chickens, £3, 100; Hegs, 256., 1( 
Two and Three Month Pullets, 7s. and % 
Cockerels, 4s. and 6s each. Quantiti 
cheaper.—Ekins, 8.P.B.A,, Grange, Wellin 
borough. 


1925 PEDIGREE PULLETS, 
RHODE ISLAND REDS, 


Mrs. A. J. Moore’s large égg strain. T 
best strain of “colour” with “eggs.” 


BUFF ROCKS, 


Splendid colour and health. Carriage pa 
on 10 birds. Approval. Cash or depos 
with Editor. 
R. S, KEEP, 
EAST BUDLEIGH, 
DEVON. 


BLACK LEGHORNS, 
GOLD AND SILVER MEDAI. WINNERS, 
EIGHT-WEEK.OLD PULLETS 
FROM 6s. 6d. 

Twelve weeks old, 15 per cent. increast 
well grown birds; large egg strain. 
ALLDAY and RAWSON, 

Poultry Dept., Fotheringhay Manor Farm 
Peterborough. 


PHILIP CLAPHAM, 


My surplus of Cheaper Three Months Pu 
lets is now sold. I have a few to spal 
from trap-nested hens, by cockerels froi 
“H.-A. Gold medal Pen, at 21is., 15s., an 
12s. 6d. Send for my free catalogue, - 
Sherriffs Farm, Lyonshall, Herefordshire. 


DERRINGSTONE 
RHODE ISLAND PULLETS, 


We are now bookimg orders for th 
Autumn for our early-hatched Pullets 
te a rere and Pte yrest win 
layers. uotations an articulars 0} 
application.—Percival. F. Gleed, Derring 
stane Poultry Farm, Barham, near Camntel 

ury. 
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EXTENSIBLE UNIT BUILDINGS 


| Beginner’s Nucleus of a lange-flock’ house—i.e., 20 ft. x 15 ft.—for brooding and reaning 400 
| chicks in one or more flocks, or for 80 pullets. Above house is raised high of ground owing 
to heavy clay; ‘but may be placed flush with ground. (Patd. and Regd.) 


If your brooding has been erratic, or if your pullet egg yield is not up to 

200 average, consult me. Many clients have reared chicks with 5 per cent. 

max.. all-in loss, and raised their flock averages from 150 to over 200 eggs 
without extra expense. 


Please mention “EGGS.” 


W. H. COLT, srax: 
Bethersden, nr. Ashford, Kent. 


EGGS. 


re 
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Sandown, 


ote SRGSROE 
Why You should buy Oar Pallets 
WYANDOTTES. LEGHORNS. 


BECAUSE 
These birds are early hatched, and lay when 
eggs are scarce and dear. 
Only strong, healthy birds, selected for laying 
qualities, are sent out. 
The birds are reared under ideal conditions, 
and fed the best foods, so are fitted for any 
chmate. 
it is our business to save you the cost and trouble’ 
of rearing, and send you the goods ready for work, 
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WRITE FOR OUR 1925 PRICE LIST. 
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“‘Heydown’’ Strains on to your Farm | 


The day has passed when breeding stock was chosen on ¥ 


the strength of high records alone. High fecundity with: 
out stamina can only make for retrogression, 4 
Nowadays, the discerning buyer demands a_ satis: 7 
factory answer to the following vital questions before © 
making his choice :— 5 
1. Are the parent birds blood-tested and proved non- 
carriers of disease? 
2. Are they from progeny-tested and individually- 9 
recorded stock? 


3. Is the price one which allows of a reasonable profit? 
It is because the “ Heydown.”’ strains comply with all 


these demands that’ they are to he found on many 
hundreds of active money-making establishments through: 
out the British Isles, 


John H Dowden & Son were the pionéer large breeders 4) 
to blood-test the whole of their breeding stock. They | 
trap-nest 2,000 pullets and hens throughout the year. It 
is this combination of fecundity with stamina which helps 9 


to make the ‘‘ Heydown ” strains Pre-eminent. 


We now offer 1924 hens, three months old pullets, and @ 
individually recorded cockerels in our five varieties:— | 
W.L., WLW., RIR. BT. & LS. =| 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
Heydown - Heathfield - Sussex. 4 


The “ECLIPSE” Poultry Houses. 


The Increasing Demand for these Excellent Houses has necessitated the 
Removal of our Business to more Commodious Premises. 


P erivale P oultry Appliance Where we now “have | 


Our New 
Address Works 
iS 


HERBERT W. 


(5 er East Harling, — 
Attleborough, Norfolk, 


facilities for dealing 
expeditiously with all 
Orders placed with us. 


MARTIN, 


LATE OF ROCKLAND ST. PETER. 


4O2O00O0000080000000000000880008 


EGGs 


THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 
Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 8th, 1925. 


_ Editorial. 


THREE LETTERS: 


| The following extracts are taken from three 
letters which we have recently received :— 

(A) “ Do you really believe there is a chance at 
: the present time to make £4 a week from 
poultry? I have four acres of land.”’. 
| (B) ‘‘ The puzzling thing to me is why so many 
: poultry-keepers go * broke.’ Only yesterday 
: a Sheriff’s man told me he had served more 

summonses on poultry farmers than any 
other tradesmen—-mostly taken out by the 
corn merchants; yet 1 see that poultry 
‘appliances are still as expensive, and every- 
thing appertaining to the poultry inausiry is 
certainly very dear. One would imagine 
that with so many failures in this line of 
business, that poultry appliances and _ ali 
things relating to the same should be much 
cheaper.”’ 
| (C) ‘‘In reply to yours, in which you answer 
my question as to the nett profit per head 
| to be made from Commercial Egg Farming. 
| You say about six shillings per head, and 
| hint that it is not a profitable field for 
| failures in other walks of life to explore. 
| Thank you. Perhaps you will allow me to 
: ask whether you have not made a very great 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


mistake. I have been assured by an expert 
the nett profit would be approximately 15s. 
per head.’’ 


We may answer the first question b; assuring 
our correspondent that ‘it is possible to make £4 
a week from poultry on four acres of land, and 
that a really competent man would do it without 
any great difficulty, even at the present time; but, 
as we do not know him, we could not assure him 
that he personally would make that sum, or even 
make both ends meet. It is so common to receive 
‘etters from beginners in which they say they are 
aard workers, enthusiastic, love the country, etc., 
and who believe that, possessed of these blessings, 
Success must necessarily follow. How many 
Scores of them have been bitterly disappointed, 
and have joined those who assert that poultry 
farming is unprofitable? 


The second letter is both curious and interesting. 
If our correspondent had any knowledge of the 
poultry industry, he would not be in the least bit 
puzzled as to why so many poultry-keepers go 
‘ broke.’’ The one thing that is puzzling, and 
will always be puzzling, is why so many people 
believe it is an easy and pleasant means of making 
a jiuvelihood. Is there ‘any wther| business into 
which they would drift without endeavouring to 
gain some experience, without trying to find out 
the amount of capital required, or the best means 
of laying out the capital, often far too little, which 
they had to invest? It will hardly be believed 
when we say that we were called in to advise on 
one farm, where anthracite stoves had been pur- 
chased sufficient to Ibrood 12,000 chicks, as a 
start, yet it 1s a fact, on another, where all the 
available capital wad spent fon incubators and 
breeding stock, and not a penny left’ for brooders; 
on another, where a bad outbreak of diphtheritic 
roup occurring in a flock of 500 birds in an army 
hut, the healthy were separated from the sick 
and placed in one half the hut, and the only 
division between the two was a piece of wire 
netting. These can hardly be regarded as typical 
examples it is true, but it is indisputable that the 
great majority of the failures in poultry farming 
are due to the fact that those who make the 
venture so light-heartedly are ill-equipped for the 
task, either lacking experience, knowledge, suffi- 
cient capital, aptitude or business ability. When 
things become difficult or desperate, the expert is 
called in to advise, and it is generally too late to 
be of any real help. ; f 

One can hardly see why the failures should lead 
to a reduction in the cost of appliances. The costs 
of manufacture and material have not been appre- 
ciably reduced, and we think apphance makers 
have fairly met us wherever possible. One point, 
however, 1s of the greatest importance, and that 
is a reduction in establishment costs. This would 
appear to contradict the previous assertion that 
manufacturers have fairly met us, but that is no 
so ; the whole question needs investigation, and if 
it were thoroughly examined some of the ideas we 
hold to-day might be very much modified. 

The third question is amusing. We can assure 
our correspondent that the hint that egg farming 
was not a profitable field for failures in other 
walks of life to explore was not intended to be 
p rsonal. We answered an explicit question as 
to the prospects of egg farming, and remarked 
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The use of Poultry against 


Farm Pests. 
By A. ROEBUCK 
(Adviser in Entomology, Midland Agzutcultural College). 
SAGs UN ee “a 


(Continued). 


Pra anp Bran Weervits (Sitona Lineatus and 
others).—Most people willl have noticed semi-circular 
notches eaten from leaves of Peas, Bieans, Clover, 
Lucerne, or Vetches. Sométimes the leaves presen’ a 
very jagged appearance ; at other times they ave almost 
destroyed. This is the work of a wumber of beetles 
of the genus Sitona. While the Schaal species varies 
somewhat with the district, the chief pest is Sitona 
Lineatus. The various kinds are much the same 
in appearance and size, being about a quarter-of-an- 
inch long, and of a brown or grey-brown colour. Adult 
beetles ame found all the year round, usually well 
within reach of fowls. They hibernate during the 
very cold months, but start feeding very early in the 
year, and continue rather late. They are on the piants 
during the day, but are very timid and alert, pees 2 
to the ground on the slightest sion of alarm. On the 
sround they remain motionless, and. their opis cor- 
responds closely with that of the soil, rendering them 
almost invisible. As the leaves are responsible for 
orowth of plants by making the food, the loss of leat 
surface causes depression of the crop, which is some- 
times considerable with thig pest. Im the case of 
clover and lucerne it is direct loss of weight. In 
addition the grubs feed for about six weeks on the 
roots of peas, ete., doing still further damage. They 
are, of course, beyond the reach of fowls. 

From time to time batches if adults have been fed 
f fowls, and in alll eases they have beem eaten ati cuce. 
In addition, plants with these beetles om the tops have 
been placed near fowls im runs, and the birds have 
aone over these carefully and pecked off alll the beetles. 

The pests are very difficult to combat in any way, 
and fowills appear to the writer to offer the best measure 
of control on a field sealle. The best way to combat 
these with fowls is to run the birds over the pea and 
bean stubbles immediately the harvest is done. The 
new beetles are then hatching from the ground, the 
old generation having died off. Some are carted aw ay 
to the stacks, iand these are partlly eaten by fowls in 


the yards during the winter and sprig. The bestles 
grate from the pea and bean stubbles to feed on 


clover or seed: crops, or winter vetches until the 
frosts come. After a short stay on the pea stubbles 
the birds may, therefore, be moved to the seed crops. 
When the hard frosts stop the beetles feeding they 
shelter under the grass or under stones, ete., amd can 
still be reached by fowls. When the fine weather comes 
the beetles feed a little ion the clover, but as soon: ais 
possible they go to the peas or beans, tas they prefer 
these for breeding. Fowls may then be removed, say, 
sometime in April. By attacking the beetles at the 
period stated, they are destroyed before they lay eges. 
Any loss of oneenstuft by the fowls at this time of the 
year will be balanced by the increased growth made 


the 
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subsequently, duc to the mamurial effect of the birds, 
while the protection of thie subsequent pea and bean 
erops should be more or less complete, according to 
the number of birds ranging the stubbles and the 
number of beetles eaten. 

Cuarer Beertes—Cockchafer (Melolontha Vulgaris}, 
Summer Chafer (Rhizotrogus Solstitialis), Garden 
Chafer (Phyllopertha Horticola), Rose Chafer (Cetonia 
Aurata).. On some lands, especially mear woods, 
pasture fields, arable fields, ploughed up from such 
pastures, and forest nurseries, much damage is done to 
the roots of the crops by the iarge grubs of these 
beetles. Some of them aiso occur im gardens. ‘The 
roots of almost anything are eaten by them. The 
grubs are very much alike, wuitish, with a brown head 
anid six legs; very fat, sott iand wrinkled. When full 
erown the cockchafer grub is over two inches long 
and three-quarters of an inch wide. 

This is the langest, and the Giarden Chafer is the 
smaillest, with ia length just over half-an-inch. The 
first three are very common, but the last is more local. 
Whereas the summer and garden chater grubs are 
found from date summer to the followimg spring, the 
other two species take several years to ‘mature, and 
hence the grubs are found all the year round. 

From time to time the grubs of alll four species have 
been fed to fowls, and they have always been eaten 
readily. In nature, however, it must be remembered 
that they are below ground, and, therefore, cannot be 
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that practical experience was necessary to Success, 
and that too often it was looked upon as an easy 


means of livelihood by those who had not suc- 


ceeded in other ways. This remark appears to 
have been rather unpalatable. This is the third 
time within six weeks that we have been told of 
this expert who affirms that a nett profit of 15s. 
per bird can be made from egg farming, and we 
should very much like to make his acquaintance 
and discover whether he is running a farm him- 
self. How many have been induced to embark 
on poultry farming by the prospect of such profits 
as these. One can imagine the calculations made, 
1,000 birds at 15s. nett profit—4750 a year. If 
reliance is placed on this expert, disillusionment 
will be speedy and painful. If the writer of the 
first letter has four acres of ground, there is no 
other branch. of agriculture to our knowledge to 
which he would obtain such a satisfactory return 
as from poultry. The best advice we can give 
him is to go slow. Obtain the best advice to start 


with, and see that his expenditure on stock and ¥ 


plant is not too heavy. There is not the least 
necessity in starting a farm of this kind to pay 
the highest prices for stock, as so many have done, 
only to realise Jater that their knowledge and 
experience has been insufficient to make the best 
use of it. He should get the advice of, an expert 
now to tell him what he actually needs, and how 
to plan his farm to the best advantage. 
take generally made is to call in the expert when 
the: wherefore to get what is needed is not 
available. 


The mis- 7 
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reached by fowls except during ploughing, digging, etc. 
The writer has seem many fields which would hiave been 
greatly benefited by allowing fowls to run on the land 
during tillages. A few adult beetiles of the first two 
species have been fed. In the case of the Summer 
Chafer they were eaten, but not the Cockchafers. As 
these two species are evening fliers, and rest im trees 
during the day. they are not likely to be caught by 
fowls. The most promising methiod of combatting 
these pests is to have birds on the fields dunng the 
Autumn and Spring ploughings. 

Diamond Barked Morn (Plutella Maculipenmis). 
This pest appears at uncertain intervals, being excep- 
tionally serious some years, and absent on crops dur- 
ing the intervening periods. ‘Turmips and swedes are 
the special crops attacked. The small moths lay eggs 
underneath the leaves in June and July, and the eater- 
pillars remain in this position, riddling the foliage. 
When full grown they reach about half-an-inch in 
length. Rustling the leaves causes them to throw 
themselves into the air on silken threads. Two or even 
three broods of caterpillars occur before thie end of the 
growing season. It is an entirely different pest to cope 
with, but fowls will readily eat the caterpillars, and, 
moreover, they will do very little or no damage to the 
growing crops. When this pest threatens to be at 
all serious it appears to be good practice to turn fowls 


_ on to the fields. 


(To be Continued). 


What our Readers think of 
“‘ Eggs.” 


Cumrew, Heads Hook, Carlisle. 
may I take this opportunity of 
” with hearty congratula- 


Dear Sir,—In conclusion 
expressing my appreciation of ‘* Eggs 
tions to the Hditor. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) J. T. POYNTER. 


Oldfield, Eversley Park Road, Wanchmore Hill. 
Dear Sir,—I may say I have only just discovered that ‘Higgs’’ 
is just the book I have been looking for. 


Yours truly, 
(Signed) J. DAT FARN. 


Cherry Orchard Cottage, Bromiley, Kent. 
Dear Sir—I must, in conclusion, express my deep gratitude to 
you for the sound advice you give in ‘‘Hegs.’’ It bas been of the 
greatest use to me, and my chicks and adult stock are all raised 
and fed on your formulas, to my considerable profit and the birds’ 
health and stamina. 
Yours very truly, 
(Signed) HERBERT BINNEY. 


Whiting Farm, Roman Road, Guston, mr. Dover. 
22nd May, 1925. 


Dear Sir,—Without amy doubt your paper ‘‘ Eggs ’’ is unique 
and in every way a road tq make Poultry farming a success. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) G. F. H. PRICE. 


Galen House, Nightingale Road, Guildford. 
Dear Mr. Newman,—I have six White Leghorn hens, and 
have profited by the advice given in ““Eggs’”’ to a very gratifying 


extent. 
Yours truly, 


(Signed) E. M. WAIND. 


EGGS. 


A Study of the Relative Values 
of certain Succulent Feeds and Alfalfa 
Meal as Sources of Vitamin ‘‘A’’ 
for Poultry. 


By D. E. DAVIS and J. R. BEACH. 
(University of California). 


(Continued. ) 
DISCUSSION OF THE EXPERIMENT. 


Group 5, the supplement for which was blue 
grass lawn clippings, was the only one to remain 
tree from any indications of Vitamin ‘“‘A’’. de- 
ficiency. The daily amount of lawn clippings 
supplied remained at one gram throughout. 

The kale, green alfalfa, and carrots groups (Nos. 
3, 4 and 7) were about equally affected, each 
having one bird showing a few pustules on the 
eighty-seventh or eighty-eighth days. Although 
the daily amount of these supplements was not in- 
creased above the initial one gram, no other birds 
became affected. Neitier did the lesions on the 
three become more severe, nor was their general 
health impaired. The only discérnible difference 
between the three groups was in the duration of 
the pustules of the one affected bird in each 
group. This was three days only for the carrots 
bird, and until the close of the experiment for the 
kale and green alfalfa birds. 

The results in groups I and 2, ied field-grown 
barley and red clover, were very similar. One bird 
in each group exhibited pustules in the, esophagus 
on the thirty-sixth day. Two days later one addi- 
tional bird in the barley group had a few pustules 
which remained for two days only. The daily 
amount of the supplement was imcreased to two 
grams for a period of one week and then reduced 
to one gram. No further definite evidence of 
nutritional disease appeared in these groups. 
However, all of the birds appeared less thrifty 
than those in the four groups discussed above, 
and the mortality from other causes was greater 
than in any other group. 

In the alfalfa meal group, three birds suffered 
from nutritional disease. After the daily feeding 
had been increased to eight grams, two of these 
birds improved and no more became affected. 

The results with sprouted barley as a supple- 
ment-were distinctly inferior to those obtained 
with anv other! form of green food. Five of the 
six birds develored pustules. It was necessary to 
increase the daily amount to sixteen grams (19.7 
ner cent. of the total ration) before the condition 
of the affected birds improved, and additional birds 
ceased to’ become affected. - This amount is 
equivalent to but two grams of the green tops, 
since the weight of this part was found to be 
approximately 12.5 per cent. of that of the whole 
plant. 
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TABLE: IT: 


TABULATED RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENT. 
Started January 14th—Terminated April 24th. 
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4. Green Alfalfa 61gm. IlIgm. 1(3) 0(3) 0 O 
IlI. 5. Blue Grass... 5 1 gm 1 gm 0 9 0 0 
6. SproutedBarley6 1 gm. 16gm. 95 DN) 5 Osage 
: F 0 
EN y 7s} Garro,s . 5 lgm 1 gm 1 (4) 1 0 
8. Beets ... = 8 yd em 32 gm. 6 i0(6)e.9.-20 
Vv. 9. Alfalfa Meal... 6 lgm. 8gm. 3 15 (7) = 0500 
10. None (Control) 6 0 0 6 0 6 0 


(1) Observed on the thirty-sixth and thirty-eighth days and 
persisted fifteen and two days respectively. 

2) Observed on the thirty-sixith day and persisted six days. 

3) Observed on the eighty-seventh day and persisted until the 
close of the experiment. 

(4) Observed on the eighty-eighith day and persisted three days. 

(5) Lesions in two birds persisted until the close of the experi- 

‘ ment. One bird, with lesions, killed by mates. 

(6) One bird lost characteristic lesions, but was weak and 
unthrifty when experiment terminated. 

(7) Lesions in two birds persisted until the close of! tthe experi- 
ment. : 

(8) Two grams fed for one week only. 

Puliets seven months old at close of experiment. 


All of the six birds in the mangel beets group 
were severely affected with nutritional disease, and 
five died from this cause. The sixth bird appeared 
to be recovering when the experiment was. ier- 
minated. The daily amount of beets was in- 
creased from one to thirty-two grams, but the 
birds suffering from Vitamin ‘‘ A ”’ deficiency were 
not benefited. Since three of the five deaths did 
not occur until twenty-six to thirty-eight days 
after the thirty-two gram daily feeding was started, 
the recovery of the one bird must be ascribed to 
natural resistance or to a tolerance for the ration 
deficient in Vitamin ‘‘ A.”’ 

All birds in group to, the control group, 
developed the characteristic lesions due to Vitamin 
‘““ A” deficiency and died. This demonstrated 
that the basal ration was deficient in Vitamin ‘‘A.” 

The number of birds in each group and the 
variation in the results are both too small to make 
possible an exact cofmparison between blue grass, 
carrots, kale, green alfalfa, field-grown green 
barley, and red clover as sources of Vitamin ‘‘A”’ 
for poultry. The apparent differences between 
them, which the results indicate, might be found 
non-existent by further experiments. 

The results do, however, clearly demonstrate 
that carrots are equal in value to any of the others 
with the possible exception of blue grass. 

Blue grass might be considered superior to the 
others since this is the only group that remained 
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free from definite evidence of Vitamin ‘‘A’’ de- 
ficiency. Carrots, kale, and green alfalfa might 
be slightly inferior to blue grass, because one bird 
in each group showed evidence of suffering from 
Vitamin “‘A’’ deficiency which appeared the eighty- 
seventh or eighty-eighth day of the experiment. 
The daily amount of these supplements given, 
however, was not increased above one gram. 
Field-grown green barley and red clover might be 
considered somewhat less effective than the pre- 
ceding, because one bird in each group exhibited 
definite :ndications of suffering from Vitamin ‘‘A”’ 
deficiency on the thirty-sixth day, which is much 
earlier than in the carrots, kale, or gtfeen alfalfa 
groups. Furthermore, the birds were less thrifty 
In appearance, and the mortality from causes other 
than nutritional disease were greater than in the 
other groups, and the amount of these supple- 
ments was increased to two grams for a period of 
seven days. However, as previously pointed out, 
considering the small number of birds in each 
group, the variation in the results is not sufficient 
to warrant the conclusion that definite differences 
exist between these supplements as sources of 
Vitamin ‘‘A”’ for poultry. 

Alfalfa meal was distinctly inferior to any of the 
above-mentioned supplements since it was neces- 
Sary to increase this to eight grams daily. This 
is four times the maximum daily amount of any of 
the others. 

It was necessary to increase the amount of 
sprouted barley from one to sixteen grams to 
prevent development of lesions resulting from 
Vitamin ‘‘A”’ deficiency. This was 
maximum amount of alfalfa meal and eight times 
the maximum amount of blue grass, carrots, kale, 
green alfalfa, field-grown green barley or red 
clover. The weights of the sprouted barley repre- 
sent the weights of the entire plant, although the 
green top is the only part of the plant from which 
any appreciable amount of Vitamin ‘‘A” is derived. 
This, however, was thought to be the best basis 
for determining its value, because it is in this form 
that sprouted barley is commonly used by poultry- 
men. Had we supplied only the green tops, the 
results would probably have been comparable to 
those obtained from some of the other forms of 
green food since the largest amount supplied con- 
tained only two grams of green top. 

The results with mangel beets indicated that 
they were entirely ineffective, and, therefore, as a 
source of Vitamin ‘‘A’’ for poultry, valueless. 


CONCLUSIONS. 


In conclusion, the writers desire to point out 
that the amount of supplements fed represent the 
minimum requirements to prevent the occurrence 
of lesions characteristic of Vitamin ‘“A’’ deficiency, 
and do not necessarily represent the actual re- 
quirements for good. health and _ productivity. 
Furthermore, this. experiment deals only with 
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Notes on Utility Ducks. 


By A. HAROLD PAINE. 


The Editor has asked me for a few notes-on “* The 
Growing Duckling: Hiow to Manage Her,’’ and hav- 
ing successfully reared many thousands of youngsters 
on the methods which follow, and many thousands 
having been reared on similar methods in all parts 
of the United Kingdom, my reademns are likely to meet 
with a fair measure of success lby following my advice. 
So many youngsters are hatched out m June that I 
had better start right at the commencement, i.e., the 
day of hatching. Ag soon as the ducklings have dried 
off in the incubator, they shoulld be put straight into 
the brooder, ‘and very little heat should be given. 
Should the present hot spell continue, I would sug- 
sest the lamp being taken out of the brooder and a 
hot-water bottle put im its place, arid this meed only 
be used during the night. In removing the youngsters 
to their new quarters great care should be taken to see 
that they dio not get a chill. The best way is to put 
them into an ordinary chick or duckling box, such as 
is used for the despatch of youngsters by rail, and 
transfer them as speedily as possible to their new 
quarters. The best litter is soft hay, which should be 
kept dry and changed very frequentily, so that it is 
always clean. When brooding in the early season it 
is advisable to keep the brooder under shelter, but in 
the warm weather it may be quite out in the open. 
The best brooder is that.of the double compartment 
type, the first compartment of which has an inner 
chamber. in which the youngsters sleep. The first 
feed should be given when the duckiings are not less 
than thirty-six hours old, and-not more than forty- 
eight, and it is advisable to give them a little drinking 
water immediately after their removal to the brooder 
The drinking trough should be at lleast three inches 
deep, and to prevent the youngsters drowning, several 
stones amd pieces of bricks should be placed in it that 
they can get their bills in between these to a good 
depth. it being essential that thie nostrils should always 
be kept clean. The first feed is bread, preferably 
brown, soaked in milk or milk and water. Add to this 
a little limestone orit, or fine sand, and see it is fed 
in a fairly crumbly condition, ag if it is too moist the 
ducklings will get their heads covered with it. Feed 
the youngsters cutside the brooder, and after about 
ten minutes, which is long enough for them to ciear 
up all that is sufficient, remove what is left, as it is 
particularly damgerous to leave food in reach of them, 
especially if it is exposed to the sun. This feeding 
should be repeated about four times daily. Towards 
the end of the first week a little Sussex Ground Oats, 
or best Middlings, may be added to the soaked bread, 
thus preparing the youngsters for the following mash 
which one should start giving on the eighth day :-— 


Three parts middlings, one part biscuit meal, one ‘part 


Sussex Ground oats, quarter part fish or meat meal, 
all of the best quality. Continue with this mash, let- 
ting the youngsters eat as much as they will four times 
daily for ten minutes for a further three or four weeks, 
and during this time, in addition to the fine grit or shell 


being given in the mash, a separate ‘small pam of same 
should be always available. Let the ducklings have 
plenty of shade, and see that thie drinking water is 
always kept under cover. If the ducklings are reared 
under a hen, instead of in the brooder, exactly the 
game methods of feeding should be followed, and up 
to twenty-four youngsters may be put under a heavy 
breed bird. If she ig a quiet, well-behaved bird, she 
will do everything that is mecessary for them excepting 
the feeding and watering. She will ‘‘house’’ them 
carefully under her at night, and during the day she 
will take them for little walks if sufficient splace is 
available. and teach them how and where to find a 
little natural food. After the first week, whether 
natural green food is available or not, they should 
have a little given them every day, either finely- 
chopped dandelion, chickweed, lettuce, or groundsel, 
or a combination of these. It is a good plan to mix 
with the mash once or twice weekly very finely- 
chopped spring onion, giving both the bulb and the 
ereen part. The ducklings may be removed from the 
hen, or the brooder, to their house at abiout seven or 
eight weeks old, or earlier or later, according to the 
weather and time of the year. I mever met with a 
really good duck house until I designed my own, and 
this was illustrated in our 1923 Annual Register. The 
eet: NaCI eet St ee 


A Study of the Relative Values, etc.—Continued. 


greens as a source of Vatamin‘‘A’’, and gives no 
consideration to the value of green food in_pro- 
viding succulence, bulk, or minerals in the ration. 
Therefore, no recommendations as to the exact 
amount of greens that should be fed to poultry can 
be made. The following general suggestions, 
however, for the practical application of the re- 
sults of this work can be made. 

First.—All the varieties of field-grown greens 
used are good sources of Vitamin ‘‘A’’ for poultry. 
In making selections among them, the poultryman 
needs consider only their adaptability for culture 
in his locality. 

Second.—Carrots appear to be equal in value to 
the field-grown greens, and therefore should make 
satisfactory substitutes for them. 


Third.—If sprouted barley is used as the entire 
source of Vitamin “A’”’ for poultry, the amount 
fed should be in excess of 20 per cent. of the total 
ration. 

Fourth.—lIf alfalfa meal is used as the entire 
source of Vitamin‘‘A’”’ for poultry, the amount fed 
should be in excess of 10 per cent. of the total 
ration. 

Fifth.—Mangel beets appear to be valueless as 
a source of Vitamin ‘‘A”’ for poultry. 

Finally, the writers desire to call attention to 
the utilisation. of cod liver oil as an emergency 
source of Vitamin ‘A’’ when no greens can be 
obtained. The incorporation of at least 2 per cent. 
of this oil in the mash will, in all probability, 
prevent any loss due to Vitamin ‘‘A”’ deficiency. 
The use of yellow corn as the grain ration will also 
be effective for this purpose. 
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house is constructed of full three-quarter tongued 
and grooved boards, on 2 x 2 quartering; it is built in 
sections, and can, therefore, be easily taken down and 
re-erected. The floor is at least six inches off the 
ground, anid is wired underneath to give protection 
against vermin. Some of the houses I first made were 
felted under the floor, but as that prevents any air 
passing through, I am not now using it. The roof is 
covered with heavy Bitumen felt and projects slightly 
all round. For very wet weather a simple adjustable 
shutter is attached. The door in centre is hinged at 
foot, and also forms the step, and, being of a good 
width, it obviates any danger to the birds when leav- 
ing or entering. This is a point which should be noted, 
as until the ducks are thoroughly aecustomed to the 
person looking after them they may be very nervous, 
and at ‘‘closing’’ time, as they rush in, a broken limb 
may result. One of the great diffieulties cbtaining 
with the old type of duck house is that of collecting 
the egos. Ducks generally lay in the darkest corner 
of the house, and that comer happens to be the least 
accessible, so in this house of my own design the sides 
of the front slide out entirely, and the eggs cam be 
collected im as many seconds as it used tio take 
minutes. Further, the whole house ean be cleaned 
out and re-littered very quickly and very easily. An 
additional advantage is that thie house cam be (left com- 
pletely open all day long, so that the iitter dmes very 
quickly, and the house can never get foul. By a 
slight addition and adjustment this house can be used 
for rearing practically from natching time, and the 
slides when out, by adjusting them to an inverted V 
shape, make an excellent shelter for thie growing stock. 
Ample ventilation is provided the whole length of the 
top front of the house. I have probably already 
exceeded the space the Editor ‘has pllaced at my dis- 
posal, so I will continue in my next article the treat- 
ment of the duckling from eight weeks onwards to 
maturity. 
(To be Continued). 
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Crafnant, Chester Road, Neston, Cheshire. 


Dear Sir,—As a beginner, I inave only just heard of ‘‘Eggs,”’ 
and take this opportunity of thanking you for the valuable infor- 
mation contained therein. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) BE. COPELAND. 


Long Whatton, near Loughborough. 
Dear Sir,—At the same time I would like to state my appre- 
ciation of “‘ Eiggs.’’ In my opinion it is an infinitely better 
paper than amy of the other poultry publication. 
Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) ©. H. KEITH JOPP (Major). 


Saltburn-by-Sea, Yorks. 
llth November, 1924. 
‘Dear Sir,—I appreciate ‘ Eggs ’ tremendously—there is 
something good on every page, and it is reilly the only Poultry 


Paper worth reading. I have found the other papers a sheer 
waste of time.”’ 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) (Miss) E. ARMSTRONG. 


Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rev. Seymour Shaw. Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring Road, 
West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after ~ 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be semt under separate cover to Major Saunders 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds fer post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the 8.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 28. 6d per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the 8 P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by poet 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 


ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


L. (Knightsbridge) asks if there is a trap-nest 
invented which releases the hen automatically and 
resets the trap. Yes, I have seen two such nests, 
but the cost would appear to me to be prohibitive, 
and the space occupied far greater than can be 
afforded by the average poultry-keeper. I have 
never seen such a nest in operation on any practical 
poultry farm, although there have been a few at 
the various exhibitions. 


“Starter”? (Derry) says he bought ten dozen 
White Leghorn eggs. From these he hatched go 
chicks. He had 20 with black feathers, and one 
blue chicken, and now be has about 30 with 
“ toppins ’’ on their heads (my correspondent 
means a crest), and he wants me to tell him if 
these chickens of his can be pure bred and show 
these black feathers and ‘‘ toppins,’? and would it 
be safe to breed from any of the remainder which 
show no oddness? He wrote to the lady from 
whom he purchased the eggs, ‘but got no reply. 
It 1s perfectly certain that these birds with the 
crests, or “‘toppins’’ as my correspondent calls 
them, are not pure bred. Probably there has been 
some out-cross with the Houdan. Black feathers | 
occasionally appear in White Leghorn stock, and | 
are not necessarily a sign of impurity, but the 
crests would be a sign. As to his breeding from 
the rest, he would be well advised not to do so 
as he is a beginner, unless he can get some expert 


to come in and judge for him whether they are 
pure bred cr not. 
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L. S$. (Cudworth) asks what is the cause of liver 
disease, and what is the cure? I am afraid 1 
cannot go into this very fully. There are many 
forms of liver disease, and they are not all induced 
by feeding, although the excessive feeding of 
carbohydrates and fats will cause it. Frequently, 
too, it may be due to chill, but there are so many 
things bundled together and described as “‘ liver 
disease.’’ Certainly wrong feeding may cause it, 
particularly in heavy breeds. Excess of animal 
food will do so. The symptoms usually are dark- 
coloured comb, mustard-coloured excreta, the bird 
is yellowish in the face, and generally in an over- 
fat condition. Change of feed is the best cure, 
plenty of fresh green food, and a mild dose of 
Epsom salis in the drinking water. Birds which 
have a decided tendency to this disease are usually 
not worth curing. 


F. D. (Taunton) writes asking as to treatment of a 
chick, which she deseribes as being “ blown up like a 
balloon.’’ She sends samples of foods, to know whether 
we cam trace the trouble to any of these. The foods 
are ail right. The trouble is Emphysema of the skin. 
It is a condition in which there is ‘an abnormal amount 
of air in the sub-containeous region. It may be due 
‘to a rupture of the orgams containing air, such as 
the trachea, or the various air sacs and passages con- 
necting between them. The air imprisoned beneath 
the skin so distended it that the bird looked rather like 
a balloon. Feeding has nothing to do with the trouble, 
and I have mever found any treatment very effective. 
Such chicks are not worth keeping. You could punc- 
ture the skin, and this will temporarily relieve the 
gondition, but it is scarcely worth the trouble, and it 
would be wiser to kill and bury the chick. 


Sprouts (Bungay). Yes, you can economise by 
sprouting oats. There is no necessity to do so until 
the sprouts are green; that makes much extra labour 
owing to the necessity of chopping them up. Feed 
them as soon as they begin to germinate . The amalysis 
has been given in ‘‘ Egos ’’ iwo or three times. It is 
as follows:—-Albuminoids, 1.12; Carbohydrates iand 
Fibre, 29.55; Fats. 1.20; Ash, 1.62; Moisture, 70.00. 
The Vitamin C. is created anew when germination has 
taken place two or three days. We do not. know 
what actually occurs during eermimation, which makes 
the sprouted oat so valuable. There are chemical 
changes, of course, the starch is turned imto dextrin 
and sugar, and is much more digestible. (2) You are 
right, the intestines are double the normal size during 
production, but it is due to the stretching of the walls 
and not to the increase of intestinal material. 


New Reader (Panteg) asks if I can give him any in- 
formation as to the comparative consumption of food 
to piroduce 100 eggs of light and heavy breeds. I 
know of no tests which have been made in this 
country in this direction, but the following figures are 
taken from an experiment which wais carried out at 
Storrs’ Experimental Station:—Number of eggs per 
106lbs. of food: Rocks (Barred), 158; R.I. Reds, 159; 
Wyandottes, 182; Leghorns, 195. In answer to his 


second question, the record of the eross-bred Leghorn 
Wyandottas is very moderate indeed. The best plan 
will be to get rid of them at the end of the season. 


Crooked Breasts (Milverton) purchased some White 
Leghorn chicks froma ‘‘ special ’’ pen with a view to 
reserving the cockerels for next season’s breeding ; 
four of them have crooked breast bones, anid the other 
is a poor specimen. He asks me what he is to do, 
and adds that his own stock reared under similar con- 
ditions are ‘‘ sound as a bell.”” There can be only one 
answer to this. He must scrap the cockerels, and get 
some others. The tendency to soft bone is inherited, 
and for that reasom he should not breed from such 
stock, which have probably been bred from heavy pro- 
ducers for generations, and this weakness is a sure 


gion of degeneration. There iis no methiod of feeding 


which will make these birds ‘‘ O.K.’’ The suggestion 

that cod liver oil would help tis no good. at this stage. 

(2) In answer to his second question as to the cause of 

blood in the droppings, this is usually due to thie feed- 
pia | or! uv 

ing of excessive fibrous matter. 
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Bothered (Uppingham) has early March Wyanidotte 
pullets, which for some reason, to use his own expres- 
sion, have got ‘‘ stuck.’’ The appetite is poor; they 
mope about, but there are no other symptoms to cause 
attention, except slight- diarrhoea in one lor two cases. 
They are fed wet mash twice daily, consisting of :— 
Biscuit meal, ground oats, thirds and meat meall ; every 
other day they are given boiled rice, dried off with 
thirds and five per cent. meat meal added. There is 
plenty of green food, and the grain feied iis equal parts, 
wheat and maize. I cannot say the trouble is directly 
due to the feeding. There may be other causes, such 
as insect life. aud my correspondent should examine 
the birds carefully for this; overcrowding, one of the 
commonest causes of chicks getting “‘stuck”’ ; foul 
ground and lack of shelter during a hot 
spell. It would be wise to change the 
feeding. Replace the kibbled maize with good 
plump white oats; change to maize again when they 
begin to lay. Discontinue the boiled rice, you are feed- 
ing too much stareh already. Give in its place good 
cats, which have been covered im cold water, amd. 
allowed to simmer on the fire until it is absorbed ; then 
dry off with middlings and feed. As samples haive aot 
been gent, presumably ‘“‘Bothered’’ as satisfied as to 
quality. 


ee eed 


25, Woodland Road, Barry Dock, Glam. 


Dear Sir,—I am only a backyarder, yet I may say I have 
learnt already quite a lot from its columns, and am bringing 
your paper before my fellaw-members of the Barry Fur and 
Feather Society at our next meeting. With anticipatory thanks. 

Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) F. CURLE. 


Boundary Poultry Farm, Intack, Blackburn. 
Dear Sir,—I have been a reader of your valuable journal 
“ Tigos,"’ for a few months now, and I think it is the best 
Poultry Paper published. 
Yours truly, 


(Signed) J. BIRCH. 
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Some Fruit-Growing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R.HS, 


MORE FRAGMENTS.—-I concluded my last 
notes with a promise for more ‘‘fragments ”’ and 
with a reference to mildew on Gooseberry bushes, 
so I will again pick up the subject of GOOSE- 
BERRIES, as*I should like to add a few remarks 
with respect to’ growing these as a side line. 


Firstly, from -experience, I find one or two 
things :—(1) That I should prefer to plant any 
spare ground with this fruit in preference to Red 
Currants, and, inact, shall gradually replace all 
of these with Gooseberry Bushes. The gathering 
of this fruit for marketing is spread over a longer 
period than other small fruits, and they need not 
be gathered to a. certain day, whereas, for in- 
stance, the Red Currants want to be picked at 
exactly the right time. So when the growing of 
this class‘ of small. fruit is selected by poultry- 
keepers as a side line, the matter of not being 
tied too fast to certain days for such work as 
fruit picking is a clearly evident. convenience. 
Again, it is much easier to market in bags, etc., 
than the chips required for the softer and more 
perishable fruits. 


(2) The second thing I find is that it is best to 
sell all the Gooseberries in the green stage for 
cooking purposes instead of attempting to wait 
and gather a large proportion in the ripe stage. 
To mention only one reason : the wild birds take 
too heavy toll of our best ripe fruit. For culinary 
requirement I much prefer the smooth varieties, 
and I find the green, white or yellow kinds are the 
best, because for the red sorts it is rather detri- 
mental to their sale for cooking when they start 
to change their colour, which is only natural with 
the later picking, 


The picking of Gooséber1ies is all the better jf 
Spread over a series of weeks,;-beeause, beginning 
about Whitsun, we obtain a evod price for those 
sufhciently large enough for the éarliest market, 
and then, by a succession of thinning out #f the 
largest berries, we help those left to swell up and 


finally obtain a heavier crop in the total. 


I am not writing of methods, etc., that apply on 
the large fruit farms, where numbers of pickers 
are taken on specially to gather in the crops, and 
where bushes are left until the majority of the 
fruit is sufficiently ripe to almost strip them, and, 
of course, my remarks on “ small’? fruit must not 
be misunderstood régarding my adyocating a com- 
bined fruit and poultry business, for I still main- 
tain that the planting of poultry runs with half- 
Standard apple trees is the best™ proposition for 
that combination; but there are Inany keeping birds 
who like to grow a variety of all sorts-of fruit, so 


) 


I write these notes and ‘‘ fragments’ from time ; 
to time .to interest more of your readers. 

Before leaving Gooseberries I might add that 
the pruning of these bushes is not a_ difficult 
matter, and that the chief thing to bear,in mind 
is (a) to thin out the crowded parts ot the bushes ; 
(b). with the drooping varieties to cut to top eyes 
to €ncourage an upward growth; (c) to cut away 
certain of the older parts of the bushes so as to 
gradually replace with new growths for obtaining 
a better quality of fruit. 

There is, I think, room in to-day’s notes for me 
to refer to an hitherto unmentioned ‘‘ fragment ”’ 

namely, SUCKERS. Everyone growing fruit 
finds they are up against these annoying shoots 
which spring up from the ground near the base of 
apple, plum, and other trees; they come chiefly 
from broken and disturbed roots, and are not 
only useless (because coming from below the 
graft), but if allowed to grow draw much nourish- 
ment away from the trees, both as regards growth 
and cropping. 

It 1s useless merely to cut them off level with 
the ground, the result will be increase in both 
numbers and strength. Often these suckers can 
be removed by pulling up, or I prefer to remove 
the sol and with a knife cut them away from 
where they start off from the root. 

Raspberries will give numerous suckers, which 
should be pulled up before growing strong, unless 
you want. to reserve a certain number of these 
canes for making new plantations in the winter. 
Do not confuse these with the new growths from _ 
the actual stools of each plant which are wanted 
for fruiting the following year, and to take the 
place of the canes you cut away soon after they 
have finished bearing fruit. With these new 
growths in the stool it is wise to thin out their 
numbers and to leave only five or seven of the 
strongest according to’ general conditions, and the 
method you have selected from growing them—- 
1.€., IN rows or clumps. 

New shoots from the base of black currants, 
which are also suckers, are continually required for 
constantly renewing the bush with new wood so 
essential to Blacks, but with Red Currants, when 
grown as bushes (without a leg), it is only neces- 
sary to occasionally replace the trained and closely- 
pruned fruit-bearing stems by a new growth. 


21, Arthurdon Road, Brockley, $.E.4. 
Dear Sir,—You may be interested to know that I have for- 
eaken all other poultry journals, and cleave only unto ‘‘ Eggs.’ 
I share the just appreciation of your other correspondents. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) R. E. HOOK. 


Thaba "Nohu, Naze Park, Walton-on-Niaze, Essex. 


Dear Sir—I have recently been recommended your paper, 
8 Eggs.’ by a poultry farmer, and I must honestly say that 
there is no other poultry paper which is as good in any 
respect, and which ives such sound advice. 

Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) JOHN HERRINGTON. 


July 8th, 1925. 


Correspondence. 


DISEASE. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,--Every year during the chick-rearing 
eason the same difficulties seem to occur, and poul- 
ry-farmers all over the country suffer appalling 
asualties from outbreaks jf disease, for which, in 
ome cases, there is.no cure. Science is able to tell us 
he name of the disease from which the chicks happen 
|0 be suffering, and in the majority of cases, can tell 
is what to do to eure it. But in the miniority of cases, 
specially B.W.D. and Cogcidiosis, science can give us 
WO remedy. 

These two diseases are the most serious with which 
he poultry farmer has to contend, and if science is at 
resent at a loss we must work towards prevention. 

In these circumstances, I would like to advance a 
‘beory which I have jin some meagure, been abile to 
jest this season, and the conclusions arrived at con- 
‘ice me that the cause of an outbreak of B.W.B. or 
Voccidiosis is simply faulty brooder management, or, 
/o put it more brutally, bad management. 
| ‘My scientific knowledge ig limited, but at the same 
‘ime, I think it is possible that ian ulfra-scientific view 
|t the question tends to obscure the practical issues. 

My theory is simply this. (And throughout I am 
ieferring to a good average hatch, the chicks from 
‘which are obviously bright amd healthy). Given 
ormal condition of warmth in the brooder, having 
‘egard to the weather at the time, no disease is POs- 
lible, so long as litter, house and appliances are 
(Horoughly clean, and that this applies, even if the 
arents of the chicks have {been blood-tested for 
3.W.D. and are proved to be carriers. My reagons are 
's follows :-— 

Human blood is composed iof red and white, cor- 
vuscles, the white always containing a certain quan- 
ity of germs of various diseases and ailments harmful 
9 the system if allowed to develop, Im the red 
‘orpuscles are germs which, so long as health is main- 
| es (i.e.. so long as the blood is healthy) are strong 


eep within harmless dimensions, the ‘‘white’’ germs. 
‘nce the standard of health is lowered, the quality of 
‘ae blood suffers, and the germs in the white corpuscles 
‘ve able to multiply for the reason that the ‘‘ red ”’ 
rms are not then strong enough to cope with them. 
Jontinue this low standard of health, and inevitably 


ae “‘white”’ germs will affect the»system. If a cold 


evelops it will be becanse the ‘‘cold’’ germs have been 
é strongest, and have, (therefore, developed more 
uickly. 

Tt will be seen. then, that human beings are, in fact, 
umiers of disease. 

| Now I do not think it unreasonable to suppose that 
te blood of poultry acts in much the same way. It 
Jlows, then, that poultry generally ‘are also carriers 
Edisease, from the chick onwards, I do not think 


nd active enough continually to make war on, and- 
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that they are necessarily carriers of all diseases, for 
there is always the question of ‘infection ito consider. 
to which I will refer later. It ig ailso possible that 
the blood of poultry may contain more germs of one 
disease than of another. 

A good hen will give to her chicks an even tem- 
perature, and chilling and over-heating are practically 
unknown. In the case of the foster mother, chilling 
and over-heating are obviously due to human errors. 
This is so important» a fact to remember that. I 
emphasise it. Consider the consequences, 

Some chicks are, by nature, 
and if too low or too high a temperature be allowed 
to continue, the weakest chick will be the first. to 
show signs of trouble. Any chick that shows the very 
slightest sign of anything that is not mormal should. 
for the sake of the remaining chicks, be’ killed and 
burnt without hesitation. . For just as a cold insa 
human being, if not looked after. may, ‘and often does, 
lead to mamy worse things, so an ailing chick develops 
worst things than the original ailment. It is here that 
the risk of infection appears. 

Suppose the first chick to suffer had more B.W.D. 
germs in its white corpuscles thian any other germ, it 
is certain that uniless that chick is killed, B.W.D. is 
likely to break out in the rest of the chicks. My point 
is that B.W.D., Coccildiosis, or any other similar out- 
break is impossible where chicks are raised in a normal 
temperatture. A cold may lead to simple diarrhoea, 
to pneumonia, and equally, therefore, to B.W.D. 

A hatch badly over-heated or badly chilled always 
develops trouble, and, if this becomes serious, it is 
much cheaper to destnoy the lot. 

Tt is a recognised fact that the earlier the hatch, 
the more easily will it be reared, and I think the only 
logical explanation, is that it is almost impossible to 
provide too much heat fff’ normal January, February 
or March; but in the later months, where there is 
usually a much greater vamiation in the outside tem- 
perature, it requires more skill to give the correct 
warmth. 

I have been assured by one of the leading experts 
in the country that ‘there are few farms which would 
be found to be free from carriers of B.W.D. if their 
stock were blood-tested I accept this statement, and 
do not consider it in} the least allatming, for ‘the 
reasons given above. 

Tam convinced that earriers have no ill-effect on 
their progeny, and that successful reaming, in its early 
stages, depends entirely on good brooder management 
No expert has yet satisfied me that he has sufficient 
grounds for the allegation that B.W.D. is necessarily 
transmitted in such away as to make it certain that 
chicks bred from carriers will inevitably suffer from 
the disease. 

If this were the case, then it seems to me that 
poultry farming would be on a par with pure gambles, 
but with few, if any, chances in favour of the gambler, 
and, as a business, doomed to failure. 

All of us have had to thank science personally at 
some time or another in our poultry experience, and 
we have now an opportunity to, assist its investigators. 


stronger than others, 


I would, therefore, urge pouiltry-farmers to recon- 
sider this question fundamentally, for if, as I believe, 
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the management is at fault, the outlook, which before 
was a slough of despond, is hopeful indeed. 

It my theory be correct, it is quite unnecessary, in 
the present state of knowledge, to go to the expemse 
and trouble of having stock blood-tested. Take the 
case of a bird which reacts only iat the second test, 
and not at the first. Is it not reasonable to suppiose 
that at the first test the bird was im perfect comdition, 
but at the second test, a slight and temporary sub- 
normality had allowed a sufficient number of B.W.D. 
germs to develop to make aggultination possible? 

After all, the life of the human being (civilised that 
is) is largely artificial, and he is seldom for llong in 
an absolutely perfect state of health, anid birds artitt- 
cially kept must ibe in the same category. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. G. PINKNEY. 


ROUP. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—As one who has had some experience with 
roup, I beg to give my experience. It may, or it may 
not be of help to others. I put it like that, because the 
method I used was rather crude, but effective. 

A few years ago I had a house of 600 year-old White 
Leghorns, running together. ‘Thiey suddenly contracted 
roup. I found two or three dead_on the dropping 
boards, and a number of others gasping. 

The first thing I did was to kill about 30 of the worst 
cages, and burn them. I then cleaned out and burat 
all litter, and sprayed paraffin freely everywhere. I 
starved the birds for 24 hours, keepimg them without 
water also. 

First drink, water with Izal added, one teaspoonful 
to every three gallons—this for a week. 

Feed wheat steeped in Izal water, one teaspoonful 
ty one gallon of water, giving a little wheat not treated 
with Ival first, then the treated wheat every two hours. 
No mash for three days. 

I then, after three days, swept up all droppings, 
burnt them, sprayed out again, and littered down with 
fresh wheat straw, dusting Izal powder therein. I kept 
the birds in for three weeks, giving 12lbs. of grain daily 
in six feeds, leaving half for a ‘feed one hour befiore: 
sunset. Mash hoppers open from 2 p.m. till dark. I 
eave them kale at 9 a.m. and 5 ‘p.m. las much as they 
could eat, which was enormous. I have not had roup 
since. 

My experience teaches me that noup ts from the fol- 
lowing cause, but I may be mistaken. However, I 

am acting accordingly :-—Bird catches a cold, mucus 
catches up dust, blocking nostrils, cool! air cannot keep 
brain and eye muscles active becomse it is tlassing in 
through the mouth. Eyes become swollen anid mucus 
frothy because it cannot pass away, only down to the 
corner of the mouth, where it eventually becomes con- 
sealed. later being forced out somewhere ; the roof of 
mouth takes up deposits, coughing imflames the wind- 
pipe, more deposits, exhaustion, death. I put colds 
down to be caused by dust, mdirect by “‘nostrils 
blocked up,’’ dry air through mouth finstead of nostrils, 
in addition to-draughts and damp: allgo too much litter 
prevents good exercise, in that it becomes @ burden. 


Mash ali days, grain, tone hour 
ration, that is to say about 10-12lbs. per 100 birds per 
day. By this method they have a reall fill up to go to 
hed with, and a scratch in the early morning. 


Only a few went into moult, but I lost about 10 per | 
cent. with prolapsus before I could steady them up. FE 
have avenaged about 65 per cent. of eggs sinice last | 
October. 


T normally feed as follows:—Last year’s pullets: 
before sunset, full 


The pullets were March and April hatched, 1924. 


But there are signs of an early moult. | 
Yours faithfully, CA. Kg 


THE PRICE OF EGGS, 


Jo the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ | 


Dear Sir,—-So much mud is always thrown at the | 
local dealer, or ‘* higgler,’’ and one often is called a) 
fool, or a philanthropic ass, if ome deals with him, | 
that, I think, a word of praise is occasionally due.) 
Perhaps praise is rather a strong word, but, anyway, | 
a protest against the invariable mud this gentleman 
receives. | 

T have found over a number of years that in a remote | 
part of the country, such as this, that his prices com= | 
pare favourably with London prices, although “Why 
don’t you send te London ?”’ is the agmorant question. | 
one hears so much. | 

My chief quarre! with the dealler is that he will not) 
pay for graded eggs—he prefers one price for all—) 
dirty, small, lange, or cracked—therefore, my graded | 
eggs go where they are appreciated—in my case to the 
employer of a big London drapery store. But the | 
reason for this letter was to give you some recent 
figures with regard to a consignment of three-year-old | 
hens. Giving a firm, which largely advertises itself as 
‘“ Live Poultry Salesmen ’’ a trial (I had dealt with 
them before) I ascertained prices, sent for crates, and) 
despatched 50 good-sized Wyandottes, averaging 4lbs. | 
bare. I was only pwid 8d. and 10d. per tb. Their, 
cheque was £6 8s. 5d., and from this 21s. 6d. camriage 
and 5s. postage this end has to be deducted, making 
a return-of £5 Is. 11d. 

Tf I had sold these hens at the door, no trouble, no 
packing, I should have avoided the 10 per cent. reduc- 
tion for wastage, and at 7d. per Ib., which was the 
current rate, they would have fetched £5 14s. 4d. 

Both are miserable returns, true, but the greater of 
two evils—-price evils ds my choice every time. 

Yours faithfully, 
P, CLAPHAM, = 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND, 

EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-25. | 

gg Production of Leading Pens at end of Eighth Period—26th_ 
May. 1925. 


Figures are Eggs and ‘Points respectively up to April 28, 1925; — 
- Section 1. White Leghorns.—J. Prentice, Uddingston, 903, 360; 
D. Baxter. ee N. Vennell, Lanark, 89, 857; J. W. Dobbie, Rothe- 


Section 2. White Wyandottes.—R. A. Oliver, Boarhills, Fife, 
814, 780: S. EB. S. Burnett, Colliston, Arbroath, 708, 680. a 

Section 3. Rhode Jsland Reds.—Mrs. Logan, Kirkland, West 
Kilbride, 876, 874; H. P. Roche, Stevenston, 823, 821. 

Section 4. Non-Sitters other than White Leghorns.—R. Scott 
Miller. Clydeneuk, Uddingston, 771, 771; Jackson and Johnstone, 
Linthaugh, Stonehouse, 731, 729. 3 $ 

Section 5. Sitters other than in Classes 2 and 3.—J. Adams, 
Celland, Lanarkshire, 773, 772; Mrs. I. Craik, Borlandhills, Dun- 
lep, 676, 676. 3 t} 

Section 6. Ducks.—H. 8 Godsmark, Sellindge, Ashford, Kent, 
963, 918: R.A. and A, M, Johnson, Chalford, Stroud, 732, Tole 
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feR.I. Reds. 
hatched. Presumably they are growing pullets? 


he has to pay 18s. cwt. 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES.—Continued. 


J. T. (Brisbane) asks for a good dry mash for 
He does not say when they were 


At present he is feeding them on one for which 
Rather too big a price in 


these times. If for laying stock I would advise 


him to use the following :—2 lbs. bran, 4 mid- 


dlings, 2 maize meal, and one meat and bone 
meal. This should be always before the birds. 
For growing pullets :—3 lbs. bran, 4 middlings, 
14 Sussex ground oats, half maize meal, half meat 
and bone meal. For the growing stock, the best 
grain would be three parts good plump white oats, 
one wheat, and one kibbled maize. For the layers, 
equal parts wheat and kibbled maize. He asks 
what amount of grain he should feed. Approxi- 


mately I would say two ounces, but he must be 


governed by the condition of the birds, and the 
best plan always with grain feeding is to give 
them as much as they will eat in about ten minutes 


Or quarter of an hour. The mash is suitable for 
the winter. 


M. F. (Boxmoor) wishes to. know what is wrong 
with her pullets. They were thriving until about 
March 17th, when she noticed their legs seemed 
to grow too long for their body ; some are knock- 
‘kneed, and rub their legs together when they walk. 
They rest a great deal on their hocks. They are 
a small flock, with good roomy house and good 
run. She feeds the following mash :—-4 lbs. mid- 
dlings, 4 bran, one S.G.O., one fish meal, and one 
maize meal, fed dry, always before the birds. She 
also wants to know if it does chickens any harm 
to be in a roomy house until 7.30 in the morning, 
and if it will put the pullets off laying if they were 
not moved to winter quarters until the middle of 
September. Her chicken houses are full of 
feathers, and she wants to know how often they 
change their plumage before actually assuming 
the adult feathering. I should think these pullets 
are suffering from over-stimulation. My corres- 
pondent would do well to replace one half of the 
maizé meal with another half S.G.O., and reduce 
the fish meal to half pound. It would be a good 


“plan to give these pullets one teaspoonful of cod 


liver oil to every pound of mash. . It will not harm 
them to stay in the house. until 7.30 in the morn- 
ing. It would be advisable to move the pullets 
at the beginning of September. A change later 
would tbe likely to put them off lay for a fortnight 
or so. The feathers in the house are due to the 
‘chickens dropping their chicken plumage and 
assuming the adult. Of the samples sent, the 
middlings ait 10s. 6d. are very good. The bran 
also is quite fair value at the money. The S.G.O. 
are a good sample, but at 18s. cwt. a trifle dear. 
The fish meal at 22s. 6d. is good. The maize 
meal is only a moderate sample, and at I5s. cwt. 
is dear. 


t 
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POST-MORTEMS, 


H. J. N. The post-mortem examination of the 
three chickens showed that the cause in two of 
them was impaction of the gizzard and duodenum 
with a \tangled mass of long grass forming a 
‘“‘hay rope,’ as I venture to call it. The other 
bird was an unmistakable case of coccidiosis, 
This disease 1s infectious, and can be carried from 
infected pens or houses on the feet, or on the 
wheels of vehicles, etc., but the most usual medium 
of anfection is the soil, food or waiter, con- 
taminated by the droppings of diseased birds. 
Clean up the litter, and disinfect the floors of the 
houses every other day, and disinfect the runs 
before placing fresh birds in them by watering 
with a 3 per cent .solution of commercial sulphuric 
acid. If too large to permit of this, fresh stock 
should be safeguarded by dressing the ground 
heavily with lime and digging in or ploughing. 
To treat, dissolve a third of a teaspoonful of 
powdered catechu in each gallon of the drinking 
water for a month. To avoid losses from “ hay 
rope disease,’ the birds should not be allowed 
on the grass before it 1s cut or fed down. 


A. G.. The post-mortem examination of the 
W.L. pullet showed the cause to [be roup. Upon 
opening up the facial sinus it was found to be 
full of the charaicteristic cheesey deposit, and the 
roupy odour very pronounced. I should ‘advise 
giving them the topper sulphate treatment, one 
dram dissolved in each gallon of the Mrimnking 
walter, and dipping their heads under a similar 
solution once every day. They should be held so 
that the mouth is open, and kept under for twenty 
seconds, the idea being to allow the disinfectant 
to penetrate the head sinuses through the slit in 
the hard palate. The birds should, of course, be 
strictly isolated, and not allowed to mix with 
others until at least a month has elapsed from 
the last recovered case. Disinfection of the 
houses is most important to prevent spread and 
also re-infection,.and they should be done at close 
intervals, using strong fluid disinfectants. The 
usual procedure, of scattering a little disinfectant 
powder about is worse than useless, as it only 
gives a sense of false security, and is quite in- 
effectual. 


G. S.S. The trouble in the case of the duckling 
was infectious “cerebro-spinal meningitis, the 
causative agent of which is unknown. How in- 
fection takes place is also undetermined, whether 
from bird to bird or from a common source, such 
as contaminated food, etc. There is no effectual 
treatment, but very good results have been given 
on the use of sodium hypo-sulphite as a preventive. 
This is given dissolved in the water that the mash 
is mixed with, the dose for birds of this size being 
ten grains per head, twice daily. I have on three 
occasions isolated in pure culture the same germ 
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from the brains of affected subjects, and have 
inoculated another. tube to-day from a case only 
dead thirty minutes. It is too early yet to say 
whether this germ is responsible or not, as much 
research has yet to fe done before at can be 
definitely incriminated. 


B. H. A. In reference to your query re testing 
soil, I think it would be safer to regard this. run 
as infected, and to treat it as such. I could, of 
course, make an analysis of the soil, but it might 
just so happen that the samples might be free of 
the organisms, and the result misleading. A 
thorough watering with 5 per cent. solution of 
commercial sulphuric acid, although it would 
destroy the grass, etc., and leaving vacant for 
15 days, would render it safe to use. The dose 
recommended for the treatment and prevention of 
roup is one dram of copper sulphate to a gallon 
of drinking water; it is best dissolved in a little 
boiling water, and then added to the amount to 
be used in the correct proportions. It is better 
to avoid roup by isolating all newcomers for three 
weeks, treating any birds that have been away 
from home in like manner, and to consider all in- 
coming €quipment as infected until disinfected. 


M. W. S. The post-mortem examination of the 
turkey chick showed no signs of poisoning, neither 
could the microscope detect any form of parasites 
in the intestinal content. The lungs, however, 
were solid with pneumonia of tthe type usually 
associated with chill or overcrowding in a vitiated 
atmosphere. It might be as well to fortify these 
chicks with citrate of iron and quinine, forty 
grains in each gallon of the drinking water, and 


by adding 2 per cent. cod liver oil to their 
mash. 
E. M. K. The trouble with -the La Bresse 


chickens was a heavy infestation by the Heterakis 
Papillosa, a small round worm, whose presence in 
the intestines causes severe digestive disturbances 
-——anaemia and toxaemia. Although the Light 
Sussex in the same pen are apparently unaffected, 
I should advise treating them ‘all for worms, and 
an effectual remedy is tobacco. / Tobacco stems, 
or waste tobacco, are chopped fine and steeped in 
enough water to.cover for two hours; the whole 
is then mixed in a mash, and given tothe birds 
after a period of fasting. A pound of tobacco is 
sufficient for 100 birds, and the treatment should 
be repeated after the interval of a week. The 
droppings, etc., should be collected and burned to 
destroy both the parasites and their eggs, and the 
runs dressed with lime, or watered with a 3. per 
cent. solution of commercial sulphuric acid. 


Menadews, St. Clements, Truro. 
Dear Sir,—‘* Eggs "’ is packed full of information from cover 
to cover, and contains more practical information than any two 
conlemporary journals. 
Thanking you, youre faithfully, 


(Signed) LL. .CHOAK. 
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SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
LANCASHIRE BRANCH. 


The Quarterly Meeting of the above was held in 


the Master Builders’ Rooms, Mount 
Preston, on Saturday, 20th June, 1925. 

Present :—Mr. J. Wrennal (President), Mr. S. 
Marson (Chairman), in the chair; Messrs. J. 
Whalley, J. 


Street, 


ASSOCIATION. 


Moon, T. Edmundson, E. Evans, W. 7) 


| 
| 
| 


Fletcher, J. Dawson, W, Kay, A. Grime, F. Ash-¥ 


worth, D. Walsh, A: H4llows, G. Woodward, T. 
Sutton, W. Speakman, 


G. E. Leigh, H. Hayes, G. B. Tootall, J. Ash- 


D. Braithwaite, J. W.4 
Pearson, H. Winstanley, A. Sharples, J. I. Pate,” 


worth, E. Collier, Rev. A. J. King, and Dr. J. E. =| 


Helm. 


Apologies for non-attendance were received from) 


Mr. W. Grove (Auditor), Mr. J. P. Willacy (Trea- 


surer), and Mr. A. T. Walker. 


MINUTES.—The minutes of the last meeting) 


were read, and, on the~ proposition of Mr. A. 


Grimes, seconded bv Mr. Kay, were confirmed and) 


signed... , 

CORRESPONDENCE.—The_ Secretary 
to the complete 
Poultry Census. 


return 


Dr. J. E. Helm then proposed a resolution be 
sent to the National Poultry Council, asking that7 
body to press the Ministry to go into the system ™ 
of obtaining the Poultry Census, so that a more 
This was 


efficient return could be obtained. 
seconded by Mr. T. Edmundson. 
NATIONAL POULTRY PARLIAMENT.—The 


following resolution had been sent to the N.P.C.7 


for consideration at the Harrogate meeting, on 


read a | 
letter from the Ministry of Agriculture in regard | 
in Lancashire of the® 


the proposition of Mr. G. B. Tootall, seconded by | 


Mr. W. Fletcher :— 


‘That the National Poultry Council be in-7 


structed to secure the co-operation of the | 


Agricultural Colleges in obtaining independent 
and authorised records as to Economics of 


Commercial Poultry Farms, as already pub- | 


lished for East Anglia and Yorkshire in respect | 


to general farms showing: (1) Capital; (2) 7 


Costs of Production of Eggs and Poultry ; and’ 
(3) Profits, on a groupof selected poultry and_ 


general farms in dffferent areas.’’ 


It was resolved that the nominations made by” 


the Federation Council for delegates to the N.P.C. 
for 1925-6 be approyed, on the proposition of the 


Rev. A. J. King, seconded by Mr. J. Ashworth, ” 


viz.:—Messrs. W. Hamnett, A. T. Walker, E. 
Collier, and Dr .J. E, Helm. 


It was resolved that ~ 


Messrs. W. Grove and J. Whalley be delegates to | 


the N.P.P. Meeting, together with the Council 


delegates, on the proposition of Mr. E. Evans,” 


seconded by Mr. A. Hallows. 


PANEL JUDGES:The following persons havel 


been nominated by their societies :—Mr. Walter 


Foster, Brookvale P.F., Rhodes, Middleton (Bury ” 


Soc.); Mr. H. Longworth, 8, Lower Clowes, Raw- > 


tenstall (Rawtenstail Soc.); Mr. 


H. Roscoe, 
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Paddington House Farm, St. Michaels (Poulton 
Soc: ). On the proposition of Mr. H. Hayes, 
seconded by Mr. J. Whalley, they were accepted. 

SUB-COMMITTEES’ REPORT—Educational and 
Propaganda.—In the absence of Mr. Grove, Mr. J. 
Whalley reported on behalf of this Committee. A 
letter was read from Mr. Grove, stating a special 
meeting had been held to review and add to the 
Exhibition Utility Standard. After consideration 
it was decided to havea new edition printed, and 
sent to each society, the price to be 3d. each to 
members and 6d. to non-members. This new 
edition deals with thirteen breeds. 

LAYING TESTS.—Mr. H. Hayes reported on 
behalf of this Committee. The new suggestions 
for the next test, 1925-6, were Ribbons for Best 
bird and best pen; each month single birds to com- 
pete with pen birds for ribbons. First-class cer- 
tificates for birds laying 240 eggs or over, and 
second-class for birds laying 200 to 240. A silver 
challenge cup will be awarded for the Society who 
obtains the best average per bird (in points), who 
has not less than 20 birds competing by its mem- 
bers, and providing not less than six Societies 
compete. It was also decided to allow a refund 
to Societies who run theiz local test with the 
Federation Test, of 334 per cent. of the entry 
fees received from their members to enable them 
to purchase their Society prizes. 

FINANCE.—The Secretary stated the Draw 
Tickets have been sent to each Society, and it is 
hoped an effort will be made to make the draw-a 
success. 

SHOW.—-Mr. S. Marson reported on the pro- 
gress of the Show. He stated they had obtained 
a suitable room (Territorial Riding School), Brom- 
wich St., Bolton (about ten minutes from the 
station). 

RIBBONS FOR SOCIETIES’ SHOWS.—Mr. G. 
E. Leigh suggested the Federation might award 
ribbons to affiliated societies, who applied for 
them, to be given to the owner of best bird in 
their local show, and this was seconded by Mr. 
J. Wrennal and carried. 

This closed the business, and the meeting 
terminated. E. COLLIER, Organising Secretary. 
EGG WEEK DISPLAY AT WEMBLEY—JULY 15--JULY 21. 
Organised by The British Poultry and Rabbit Industry Exhibits. 

The Committee wish to educate the public taste as to the 


superiority of the New-Laid British Ege, and to promote the 


campaign of ‘Hat More Eggs,’ in which all producers are 
interested. 

Prizes and Awards according to the number of entries. Entry 
Tee, 1s. Eggs to become the property of the Committee, and to 
he sold to promote the campaign. 

Open to Ali:—Class 1: Brown Eggs. Class 2: Tinted Eggs. 
Class 3: White Eggs. Class 4: Duck Hggs. Class 5: Bantam 
Eggs. 

Open to owners of 50 fowls or less:—Class 6: Brown Eggs. 
Class 7: Tinted Eggs. Class 8: White Higgs. 

Class 9: For a dozen eggs, suitable for sitting purposes, the 
box packing and eggs to be taken into consideration. 

Six ege's to be shown in Classes 1 to 8. 

All egos must arrive at Wembley on the morning of July 15th, 
and entries made tc the Hon. Secretary, British Poultry Display, 
8, Vincent Square, Westminster, S.W.1, not later than July 9th, 
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A Belated Reply to Criticism and some 
Farther Views on Commercial Egg 


Farming. 
By LESTER SPURGEON. 
~IRSEccna ie 


’ 


In a January issue of ‘‘Eggs’’ I ventured to 
expres$ an opinion as to what I considered the 
simplest method of ‘making a living from hens, 
and as a result my views were criticised by one 
or two correspondents, and our Editor had a good 
deal to say in the Editorial a few weeks following. 
Extra to this I had letters from various parts of 
the country asking my advice, and for opinion and 
criticism upon the suggested alteration of existing 
plants. I would like ‘to take this opportunity of 
Saying that it was quite impossible for me to reply 
to many, or to enter into the details of individual 
farms, and that chiefly because one could not 
reply briefly to many of the letters, as it meant 
discussing various points which I had neither time 
or inclination so to do. a 

It was at that time my intention of answering 


‘these enquiries in a general way through the 


d 


columns of our paper, ‘ Eggs,’’ thus giving those 
interested the chance of getting my views for what 
they might be worth. However, for various 
reasons I did not do this, and I am now somewhat 
reluctant in becoming involved in these discussions. 

No, it is not that I do not like my views being 
criticised, but rather that I am not always in- 
clined to take up the pen in continued argument 
which does not get us much more forward, and 
further, it’s riot my job; mine is the more prac- 
tical, whilst the writers are mostly inclined to 
theory. Theorists would better understand the 
practical man’s point of view if they had to 
actually ‘carry out the work on a farm over a 
number of years and not just a few months, or as 
opportunity occurred. I am almost inclined to the 
views of an old man we had working for many 
years, who expressed himself thus: ‘‘ Yah, I never 
takes notice of anythink that’s writ ab6ut vowls— 
if they’ve time to writ they’ve no time to work.” 

I would just like to mention what was in my 
mind when that little article was penned. There 
are dotted about the country quite a sprinkling of 
egg farms that have been installed by men, who, 
perhaps, wishing to supplement an income, have 
taken up this branch of agriculture, and by others 
who after the war could not settle down to town 
life, risked some out-of-door occupation as a 
means of living; and both types having other busi- 
ness experience. Quite a few of these people have 
come my way, and from time to time we have 
exchanged views upon this absorbing question of 
egg farming, and I think if there 1s one point upon 
which weal] agree—it is the necessity of simplify- 
ing the work in every possible direction, and many 
would welcome the opportunity of starting afresh 
with the experience they have gained upon their 
present farms. 
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To have that enthusiasm for work all day, and 
every day, is all very well for a time and during 
the period we are getting our experience, but with 
men Who are perhaps past the bloom of youth, and 
with other interests and experiences, this ever- 
lasting jog-trot does become wearisome to say 
the least. Commercial poultry and egg farming 
does mean that someone has to be at it all day, 
and to find labour to do what the owner would 
undertake is asking more than the present-day 
labourer is prepared to give, even though he could 
be found with sufficient experience and ability. 

Those who carry on the work know full well 
what I mean, and many will ask themselves 
whether it is not better to attempt something 
clear and straightforward, as well as they know 
how, rather than become entangled with all the 
many side tracks there are to the hen business. 
I speak from the point of the ‘‘ Owner-driver,”’ and 
not- he with theories, or he who sits at the helm 
of a business which does permit or has permitted 
control from an office chair. 


HATCHING PERIOD. 

I will reply briefly to our Editor’s remarks as to 
my suggestion of restricting the hatching to the 
months of March and April. The period I men- 
tioned is to a certain extent arbitrary, and were 
{I out for commercial egg production mainly then 
I would not begin incubating until there was a 
plentiful supply of eggs which would permit me 
taking full advantage of the mammoth incubator 
one would certainly have on such a farm. 

I agree the January-hatched pullet is a splendid 
bird, and she may lend herselt for breeding pur- 
poses, but how many eggs can’ one get in 
December and early January in order to produce 
this creature? Those of us {with experience in 
winter egg production know full well that the 
number is comparatively small from the breeding 
stock, and I question if it is worth while running 
a large machine for so few eggs as would be 
obtainable in those months. We have always 
started incubating so as to get the first batch of 
chicks out towards the end of February, and those 
early hatched pullets do most certainly help t& fill 
the egg basket in the summer and autumn, but I 
have yet to convince myself that they pay to 
produce. Of this I am certain that they cost a 
good deal more than the later birds, and it takes 
more eggs to produce a pullet in the very early 
months than later, and the cost of running the 
mammoth incubator and brooder is no small item. 

If you are willing to use your early (January) 
pullet as a breeder, you must not lose sight of the 
fact that a good percentage of them will be in 
moult just when you need the eggs, so that in any 
case only a very restricted number of birds can 
be produced in that month. But, of course, - to 
find out whether it pays to start so early for com- 
mercial egg production one must know the cost: 
ings, and, alas! costings is one of the weakest 
spots of our industry. 
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As to the March) hatching of Leghorns, and 
this is the breed in question, one cannot make a 
definite statement in regard to time within a few 
weeks that these birds can ‘be profitably hatched 
since both weather and environmental conditions 
have a good deal to say in the matter. I am of 
the opinion that we on our exposed hill at Wold- 
ingham ought to be from two to four weeks in 
advance of those in more favourable and sheltered 
positions, for when we have not the cold winds 
and mist to contend with there is the heaton an 
unsheltered thill-top. 


(To be Continued. ) 


THE NATIONAL UTILITY, POULTRY SOCIETY’S NATIONAL 
EGG-LAYING TEST. 


REPORT FOR THE EIGHTH MONTH—16th May to 12th June, ’25 


Mainly owing to the very hot weather experienced through- 
out the greater part of the eighth period of four weeks and to 
excessive .broodiness in a large proportion of pens amongst the 
sitting breeds, a heavy fall in egg production is to be recorded 
for that period. The total number of eggs laid was 34,565, or 
16.75 eggs per bird, as compared with 39,819 and 19.21 for the 
previous month. The broodies numbered 635, of these 551 (12 
twice) were among the heavy breeds and 84 of the light. Of 
the different breeds, the Sussex showed the greatest broodiness, 
followed by the Rhode Island Reds. 

The great heat has also resulted in a good deal of moult- 
ing, especially amongst the White Wyandottes, and, as was 
to be expected, the birds that have been broody were the 
greatest sufferers. 

The highest daily collection of eggs was 1,343 on the 4th day, 
and the lowest 1,151 on the 27th day of the month. 

‘The health of the flock. remains good, and the case of 
Avian Diphtheria referred to last. month has yielded to treat- 
ment, and there has been uo further case. 


EGG PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. 
Figures are eggs and points to date respectively :— 


Section 1.—Championship (10 pullets).—G. B. Metcalfe, Lech- 
lade, Glos. (R.1.R).), 1520, 1516; Frank Snowden, Cowling, Keighley - 
(W.L.), 1419, 1418; Miss Nellie Bell, Ightham, Kent (W.L.), 1390, 
1373; Leslie Williams, Liss, Hants (W.W.), 1370, 1368; Richard 
Rodwell, Nelson, Lancs. (W.L.)e 1314, 1313; R. A. & A. M. Johnson, 
Chalford, Glos. (W.L.), 1294, 1294. 

Section 2,—White Leghorns (5 pullets).—Mrs. E. A. Pallant, 
Wherstead, Ipswich, 738, 738; Fred W. Weeks, South Woodham, 
Essex, 767, 725; Easton Poultry Farm, Norwich, 720, 720; Mrs. E. 
M. L. Knight, Salisbury, 753, 718; B. Franklyn, Rossal, Shrews- 
bury, 717, 717; Balsham Mauor Farm, Linton, Cambridge, 715, 714: 

Section 3—Black Leghorns (5 pullets)—Mrs. Mignon E. Clay, 
Long Preston, Yorks, 692, 692; E. Watkins, Cross-in-Hand, Sussex, 
692, 692; The Misses Allday and Rawson, Peterboro’, 686, 684; 
C. L. & J. A. Thompson, Maesgwyn, Penypylle, North Wales, 
664, 663; Roland Garrett, Wheathampstead, Herts, 652, 652; Biggin 
Poultry Farm, Ramsey, Hunts, 647, 647. 

Section 4.—Any Other Light Breed (5 pullets)—P. K. Berry, 
Market. Harboro’ (An.), 701, 699; Molassine Oo., Ltd., U'wyford, 
Berks (Br. L), 642, 642; J. H. Thompson, Alton, Hants (An.), 
619, 619; J, R. Joy & Co., Rotherfield, Sussex (Ex. L.), 613, €00; 
J. E. Hughes, Ware, Herts (An.), 597, 596; Robert West, Thornton- 
le-Fylde (An.), 585, 584. 

Section 5.—White Wyandottes (5 pullets)—A. K. §. Alexander, 
Norwich, 797, 779; G. Keith Simmons, Honiton, Devon, 793, 779; 
W. & T. Salt, Leicester, 730, 730; J. T. ,Finn, Marple, Cheshire, 
724, 724; Chisbury Poultry Farm, Godalming, Surrey, 714, 714; 
Miss Hastings Irwin, Colchester, Essex, 715, 714. 

Section 6.—Rhode Island «Reds (5 pullets)—H. John Berry, 
Ottery St. Mary, Devon, 776, 775; J. B. V. & W. Cumniings, 
Carlops by Penicuik, Scotland, 723, 723; Arthur Gawthropp, 
Northampton, 763, 721; Lady Dorothy Fraser, Leicester, 734, 710; 
John Beamish, Dolgelly, N. Wales, 698, 698: Marchionéss of 
Graham, Isle of Arran, Scotland, 691, 688. 

Section 7.—Sussex (5 pullets)—Mrs. E. M. Knight, Salisbury, 
695, 693; T. Brooksbank, Hedon, E. Yorks, 684, 677; F. Rossal- 
Sandford, Shrewsbury, 666, 656; Mrs. M. G. Alston, Buntingford, 
Herts, 644, 643; H. 8. Godsmark, Ashford, Kent, 633, 633; Mrs. 
M. B. Cowley, Abingdon, Beds., 629, 629, 

Section 8—Any Other Heavy Breed (5 pullets)—A. M. Kemp- 
Gee, Chesham, Bucks. (@uff Rk.), 660, 660; A .A. Plimpton, 
Beverley, Yorks (Buff Rk.), 653, 653; Marchioness of Graham, 
Isle of Arran, Scotland (W.L.), 636, 636; Miss Harrison Bell, 
Welwyn, Herts (Buff RKk.), 700, 634;:Clarence A. Shuttleworth, 
Lothersdale, Keighley (Buff Orp.), 631, 630; Mrs. M. Crooks, Upper 
Deal, Kent (Buff Rk.), 621, 621. 


The Laying Test is open to visitors on Tuesdays and Satur. 
days, between the hours of 2.0 and 4.0 p.m., and at other times 
by special appointment with Mr. J. N. Leigh, Dodnash Priory 
Farm, Bentley. near Ipswich. 
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Market Report, 
| EEE aE SEE 


/MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
. FRIDAY, JULY 3rd, 1925. 


: 

) GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—Very quiet conditions rule 
)\the trade for English wheat and rather lower rates are 
jtloted, the average price of 12s, per cwt. being 4d. below last 
xek’s figure. Reduced rates are also generally quoted for. im- 
jrted wheats, owing to the dull market. Barleys are jirmly 
yaa at recent quotations at all centres except Liverpool, 
‘though the demand is quiet.~ Limited offerings of home-grown 
)ts move slowly, as a rule, although better prices are realised 
) Liverpool in consequence of the reduced quantities on offer. 
)reign oats also are not in much demand, and last week’s prices 
/e@ barely held. The limited inquiry for maize continues, and 
| view of the arrivals of new crop from Argentina prices 
/ erally have further declined. 


| Offals are in quiet but steady request, and with rather more 
)quiry for sharps at Hull these have been advanced by 5s. per 
jn. Meals sell slowly, and both maize meal and white South 
Tican are reduced at some centres, but otherwise quotations 
3 firm. Little improvement is reported in the inquiry for oil 
| kes, 


MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran_ (British): Bristol, _£7:-17s; Hull, 
i 28; Liverpool, £6 15s; London, £6 10s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
17s; Hull, £7 2s; London, £8. Middlings—Fine (Imported): 
mdon, £9 2s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £8; Liverpool, 
'; London, £7 10s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 17s; Hull, 
); Liverpool, £7; London, £7 5s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 17s; 
verpool, £7 5s; London, $7 15s. MEAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, 
}1 16s; Hull, £11 13s: London, £12. Maize Meal: Bristol, £12 12s; 
ul, £10 16s; Liverpool, £10 15s: London, £11 10s. Maize Meal 

African): Bristol, £10 10s; Hull, £9 58; Liverpool, £9. 5s; 
mdon, £8 15s. Maize Germ Meal: Bristol, £10 15s; Hull, £9 10s: 
imdon, £9 10s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11; London, £10. 
cust Bean Meal: Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £9 15s: Liverpool, £9 10s: 
mdon, £9 15s. Bean Meal: Bristol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 18s: 
jindon, £13. Fish Meal: Bristol, £20 10s: Hull, £19; Liverpool, 
8 10s; London, £19. 10s. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Supplies of eggs are rather short, especially English, which 
alise higher values, foreign descriptions being very firm in 
ice. 
| Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 15s 3d, 12s 9d: Irish, 
' 9d, 13s 6d; Danish, 16s 6d, 16s 0d; Dutch, 16s 3d, 15s 3d; French, 
i $d, 14s 0d; Russian, lis 0d, 9s 6d: Lithuanian, 12s 3d, 10s 9d. 
Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, 2s 0d, 1s 6d; Irish, 
6d, is 2d. Others, 1s 9d, 1s 4d. Ducks, 1g 5d, is 2d. 


EGGS.. 


Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 1s iid; Second, 1s 9d. Birmingham: 
gst, is 64d; Second, 1s 53d. Bridgwater: First, 1s 10d; Sesond, 
9d. Chelmsford: First, 1s 84d; Second, is 63d. Colchester: First, 
93d; Second, 1s 71d. Doncaster: First, 1s 8d: Second, 1s 6d. 
rehester: First, is 10id; Second, 1s 9d. xeter: First, 1s 6d. 
meford: First, 1s 5d. King’s Lynn: First, 1s 6d; Second, is 5d. 
andilo: First, 1s 3d. Mold: First, is 6d: Second, 1s 5d. Newport 
on.): First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 5d, Norwich: First, 1s 93d; Second, 
7d. Oswestry: First, 1s 6d. Penzance: First, 1s 3d; Second, 
2d. Saffron Walden: First, 1s 103d: Second, 1s 7id. St. Ives 
unts): First, 1s 743d; Second, 1s 6d. Salisbury: First, 1s 94d; 
tond, 1s 84d. Skipton: First, is 4d. Truro: First, 1s 4d; Second, 
$d. Welshpool: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 5d. *Carlisle: First, 
4d. *Derby: First, 1s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 9d; Second, 1s 4d. 
incoln: First, 1s 5d. *Shrewsbury: First,:1s 7d; Second, is 6d 
ork: First, 1s 8d; Second, is 7d. 


FOWLS. 


Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 7d: Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
‘st, 44s 6d; Second, {4s 0d. Dorchester: First, 1s 9d; Second, 
8d. Exeter: First, 1s 8d. Hereford: First, is 6d. Llandilo: 
‘st, 2s 3d; Second, 2s 2d. Newport (Mon: First, 1s 9a; Second, 

Truro: First, 1s 5d. *Derby: First, +5s 0d: Second, 44s 0d. 
Swich: First, 2s 0d; Second, is 10d. *lincoln: First, {5s 6d; 
fond, {4s 0d. *Shrewsbury: First, is 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *York: 
‘8st, {5s 6d; Second, t4s 6d. 


DUOKS. 


Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. Doncaster: 
St, t5s 0d; Second, 44s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 7d. Hereford: 
St, Is 4d. Llandilo: First, 2s 3d: Second, 2s 2d. *Derby: First, 
0d; Second, t4s 0d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for salés by pro- 
ers direct to consviners. At other markets prices are those 
d to producers by retailers. + Per head. 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence of 
‘“ Eggs’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 


Subscriptions to “ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for six 
months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s, per annum, 


Subscriptions should be. sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The Beeches, 
Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, “ Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements, 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of ‘“ Eggs,” it is 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are received 
by FIRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday’s issue. It is a Fat necessary to add that 
the earlier in the week we receive copy the better it is for every: 
one concerned. 


PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 
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Crossby, Major W. E., The Chestnuts P.F., Kenneth Rd., 
Thundersley, Essex. 
MacKenzie, James, Seaview, Auchengate, Barassie, Ayrshire. 
Phillips & Son, G., Hill Crest P.F., Cock Lane, High W OR: 
ucks. 
Kell, Mrs. E .R., Nettleton Lodge Farm, Caistor, Lines. 
Hutchison, J, A., Little Canons, Epping Uplands, Essex. 
Lawson, F. E., Mountain Ash, Wokingham Rd., 
nr. Wellington College Station, Berks. 
Dew, H. G., 13, Sussex Avenue, Ashford, Kent. : 
McLaren, Peter, Torrie House P.F., Kingsbarns, Fife. 
Mrs. Robins, The Chalet, Upper Colwyn Bay. N: Wales. 
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Classified Advertisements. 


(PREPAID RATES). 


ld. per word—minimum charge, 1 0d. Bold 
headlines inserted at an extra charge per 
insertion according to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra $d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, <e 5. els 


DAY-OLD CHICKS ,, ,, 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table will be of assist- 
ance :— 


9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
i/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 


When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 


Insertion constitutes acknowledgment of 

remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will mot be inserted. 


Advertisements must. be distinctly 
marked with the Heading under which 
they are to appear. 


Advertisements must be written on @ 
sepatate sheet of paper, amd one. side 
of the paper only. 


Name and Address to be counted. In the 
ease of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘ Box,” ‘“ Eggs,” 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, §8.E.i6é, to be counted as 
eight words, ie... making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (is. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 


Advertisements must reach this office 
FIRST POST FRIDAYS 


for insertion jn the following Wednesday's 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be inserted in the next issue. 


PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY, and TO 


AVOID MISPRINTING OF STRAINS, 
NAMES AND ADDRESSES, THESE 


SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN PRINTED 
CHARACTERS. 


Displayed Advertisements. 


Ordinary Page, £8 lis. 6d.; Half Page, 
£4 7s. 9d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d.; One 
Column, £2 18s. 6d.; Half Column, £1 9s. 3d.; 
Quarter Column, I4s. 6d. One inch, 6s. 6d. 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Cover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounts for Series. 
Full Scale of Advertising Rates on applica- 
tion. 


Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H. 
BURLES, “ EGGS,” 94, FARNCOMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16, MUST REACH 
US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 


for insertion in following issue. Those 
receiyed later will be inserted in the next 
issue. 


A DEPOSIT SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use ofsame. When remittin 

direct to the Editor on deposit, the full 
amount of purchase money should be sent, 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of same. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 
= direct to The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
ussex. 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 


ALEX. J, BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.l. Reds, White Leghorns. Eggs, Chicks, 
Stock Birds. List free. Satisfaction insis- 
ted on. (See undersDucks and Drakes also). 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


Oaptain Strong, R.N., offers Black Leg- 
horn 1925 Pullets and Cockerels; sound in 
eolour, lovely yellow legs—Apply, Hiller- 
ton Poultry Farm, Bow, Devon. 


White Wyandotte Pullets, four to five 
months old, bred from hen laying 253 2%oz. 
eggs pullet year; sire from 260 240z. hen. 
Price, 10s. 6d. each. Few Cockerels, 12s. 6d. 
each.—Reverend Goodwin Courtman, Awre, 
Gloucestershire. 


SISTERS SILVER MEDAL WINNERS, 
BENTLEY, 1923, R.I.R. 


Sire’s- dam, 283. 
BLACK LEGHORNS, SNOWDEN’S. 
238-260. Sire’s dam, 266. 
WHITE LEGHORNS, CAM’S. 


200-260. Sire’s dam 275. All Pullets trap- 
nested. Chickens, £3, 100; Eggs, 258., 100; 
Two and Three Month Pulleta, 7s. and 9s.; 
Cockerels, 4s. and 6s each. Quantities 
ches per Ske 8.P.B.A,, Grange, Welling- 
orough. 


1925 PEDIGREE PULLETS, 
RHODE ISLAND REDS, 


Mrs. A. J. Moore’s large egg strain. The 
best strain of “colour” with “eggs.” 


BUFF ROCKS. 


Splendid colour and health. Carriage paid 
on 10 birds. Approval. Cash or deposit 
with Editor. 
R. S, KEEP, 
EAST BUDLEIGH, 
DEYON. 


Ful-O-Pep Laying Mash 
and 


Ful-O-Pep Growing Mash 


are renowned the world over 
for producing profitable poultry. 


FUL 


TRADE @p MARK 


PEP 


POULTRY MASHES 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


Write for the revised edition of the Ful-O- 
Pep Handy Monthly Guide—the most 
valuable book on Incubation, Rearing and 
Poultry Husbandry. This book has detatled 
suggestions for every month in the year. 
Also 12 monthly egg charts for you to record 
your eggs. Sent sree and postage paid. 


Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 


Quaker Oats Ltd., 11 Finsbury Square, E.C.2, 
rn 
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PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 
. . 4 


Black Wyandotte Pullets, early 
tuary hatched; Essex strain; 10s eax’ 
Apply, C. I. Sandys-Thomas, Andersea, 
lington, Somerset. : 


Pullets, three to four months old, & 
7s. 6d., 8s. 6d.; carriage paid—Wood 
Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, Cheltenha 


Rhode I. Red amd White Leghorn 
54 months; 10s. Three months, 6s | 
proval; carriage paid—Bourne, Wet 
Norfolk. | 


Pedigree Trap-Nested White Wyan 
Pullets, bred from L2 tested parents.) 
FOUR MONTHS OLD, 8s. 6d. EAC] 
FIVE MONTHS OLD, 10s. 6d. EAC! 
SIX MONTHS OLD, 12s. 6d. EAC) 
Sent on three days’ approval. Car 
paid.—Bennet and Pike, Poultry 1 
Ashey, I.W. 


PULLETS FROM BLOOD-TESTED ST 


White Leghorn, Black Leghorn, and 
Red Pullets, bred from same pen ai 
birds holding 2nd position, Midland 
ing Test; records sent if desired, 
op 6d.—Mrs. Athol Stuart, Bon 

erts. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., Ui) 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, F 
R.I. Reds (Boucher), White Leghorns 
tague). Pullets, all ages, Januar) 
March hatched, from 8s. 6d., carriage 
Satisfaction insisted on. 


4925 PEDIGREE PULLETS. 
Five months. 12s. 6d.; four months 


6d.; three’ months, 8s. 6d. Cockerels 
Fine Utility Birds, and true to type; 
on free ramge: carriage paid. Cash 
order. — Capt. Roberts, Hayes Pc 
Farm, Ashley Heath, Ringwood, Har 


BARNEYELDER PULLE! 


Cam spare some Early 1925 hatched 
lets from £1 each. Ailso late 1924 Pi 
sisters to present Harper-Adams’ L 
Test Pen, which to date lead in their 
through all winter months; make | 
breeding pen for coming season, fro} 
(fit to show). These are from my 
layers of large browm eggs; good Jj 
records. Bronze Medal, Harper-A 
Laying Test (two pullets laid over 200 
securing two certificates, 1,250 eggs hi 
48 weeks by seven pullets, only 16 
grade). Wye Winter Test they won 
in all heavy varieties. 


MRS. MANWARING, 


“PLOVERS,”’ HORSMONDEN, KE} 
S.P.B.A., BARRE CLUB, POU 


BLACK LEGHORNS. 
GOLD AND SILVER MEDAL WINN] 
EIGHT-WEEK-OLD PULLET 
FROM 6s. 6d. 
T'welve weeks old, 15 per cent. imc 
well grown birds; large egg stra 
ALLDAY and RAWSON, 
Poultry Dept., Fotheringhay Manor 
Peterborough. 


- PHILIP CLAPHAM. 


My surplus of Cheaper Three Mont 
lets ig mow sold. I have a few to 
from trap-nested hens, by cockerels 
H.-A. Gold medal Pen, at 2is.,. 15s. 

. 6d. Send for my free catalog 
Sherriffs Farm, Lyonshall, Herefords 


DERRINGSTONE 
RHODE ISLAND PULLE’ 


We are now booki ordersi fo 
Autumn for our early-hatched P 
Wonderful colour and excellent 
layers. Quotations and ticula 
application —Percival - F. eed, D 
a ty Poultry Farm, Barham, near 
uTy. 
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I HEBDITCHS’ 


‘DERWENT’ 


Poultry House 


it is raised 1Tft. from the 
ground, and is_ therefore 
just the thing to. insure 
dryness in any kind of 
weather and in any situ- 
ation, and the floor being 
thus raised provides a dry 
shelter below it. 


THE 


“DERWENT” 


POULTRY HOUSE. 


Size—6it. Jong, 4ft. wide, 5it. high from ground. 


Price £3 19 O 


Carriage paid in Engiand 
an? Wales. 


Is is made of 5/8 in. V-jointed, 
tongued and grooved best Red 
Deal Boards. Strongly-hinged 
door, up-and-down — sliding 
shutters, two strong perches, 
nest boxes. It is sent 
in sections, with screws 


for erecting. Don’t fail to get 


eee Free. er 
. ogue 0 a 
i t-boxes, £3 7 0 J|xinas of up-to- 
Price £3 19 0. If without nes ; Kinds of | up-to- 
Appliances. 


No extra charge 
for floor. 
Carriage Paid in England and Wales. 


Immersed in Preserolium (pickled) for 1/- in the £ extra. Prompt despatch. 


HARRY HEBDITCH, Ltd., 


Desk J, The Poultry Appliance Works, MARTOCK, Somerset’ 
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Highlands Poultry Farm, Ltd. 


UTILITY WHITE LEGHORNS. 


PULLETS (1925), 7/6, 12/6, 15/- each oo ; 
According to Age. “Heydown’’ Strains on to your Farm — 
COCKERELS (Feby. 1929), unt sete tng sSebeds’ alone High fecunaity wie 
l a 15/ “9 45 ls. each Dee oa Eira zie Acaae a satis: : 

factory answer to the following vital questions before 


Special Quotations for large quantities. making his choice :— 
1, Are the parent birds blood-tested ‘and proved non: 


BREEDERS, Hens (1923), 6/- each, 2. Are. they. irom’ progeny-tested and individually- 3 q 
Cocks (1924), 10/- each, 3. Is the price one which allows of a reasonable profit? | 


It is because the ‘‘Heydown ” strains comply navi Dine 


Strain: PARSONS & NEWMAN. these demands that they are to be found on 


hundreds of active’ money-making establishments thi-otugiv 
out the British Isles. 
We Guarantee that we breed only from two- John H Beach te He the elon ces large prestars 
to blood-test the whole of their breeding stock. They 
year- -old hens, whose parent stock have been trap-nest 2,000 pullets and hens throughout the year, It 


subjected to the Agglutination Blood Test, and is this combination of fecundity with stamina which helps 
to make the ‘“ Heydown ” strains Pre-eminent. 


) : 
have shown no power of Agglutin tion for We now offer 1924 hens, three months old pullets. and 
B. Pullorum. Woe ew A tote atl in our. five varieties:— 

285 ‘ 


All communications to the Secretary. JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
Hn farm, Bina! an-Thames. Heydown - Heathfield - Sussex. 


_AaAaaAaAaa ah A 


The “ECLIPSE” Poultry Houses. 


The Increasing Demand for these Excellent Houses has necessitated the 
Removal of our Business to more Commodious' Premises. 


Our New Perivale Poultry Ap pliance : Where we now have 


Address Works, 
is East Harling, 


Attleborough, Norfolk, 


facilities for dealing 
expeditiously with all 
Orders placed with us. 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, 


LATE OF ROCKLAND ST. PETER. 
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THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 
Scientific Poultry ‘Breeders’ Association 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 15th, 1925. 


eEditoriak 


. ROUP. 
| agai 
| The. following reprint from the ‘“‘Veterinary Record “ 
of June 13th, 1925, will be read with the greatest 
= imterest, in view of the recent heavy losses 
incurred by Mr. Toovey and others during the past 
~ VACCINATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA AND 
_. FOWL-POX WITH ANTI-DIPHTHERIA. 


-MBETHOD OF PROFESSOR DE BLIECK AND DR. VAN 
ty, HEELSBERGEN. 


 - Veterinary University, Utrecht, Holland. 

The vaccination against fowl diphtheria and iowl- 
ox is based on the aetiological similarity of both 
ligeases, and on the fact that the great majoriiy of 
he cases of diphtheria are caused by the so-called pox- 
irus. ~ 
| It was brought to light by the researches of Carn- 
“wath (1), Uhlenhuth (2), Manteufel (3), v. Ratz (4). 
“vy Betegh (5), v. Heelsbergen (6), and others. that 
| both diseases are caused by one and the same virus. 
- This does not do away with the fact that in one case 
the virus shows a decided avidity for the muccus 
“membrane, whereas in the other case it has a special 
predilection for the skin (comb and wattles). Mixed 
i forms very often occur. ‘The yellow spots on the 
| inucous membranes of the mouth, throat and eye are. 
however, generally the most conspicuous, so that these 
“symptoms have become the centre of interest, bringing 
“this disease to the knowledge of everybody under the 
‘name of diphtheria. 

If. however, one takes the piox material from tha 
“comb, and brings this directly, or via the blood stream, 

“in contact with the mucous membrane, then the yellow 
diphtherial-spots put in an appeamanece. 

- The yellow spots on the mucous membrane and the 
“eruptions on comb and skin are caused by one and the 

same infectious agent. 

* When a hen has suffered from the mucous mem- 
brane form of the disease, then ‘she has ‘become 

1m mune against the skin-form (fowl-pox) and vice- 

versa. 

> Tae Vaccrxation.—The Fowl-pox virus, either in 

altered or unaltered form. is chiefly used as a vaccina- 
tion material against diphtheria and fowl-pox. 
‘Ist.—In unaltered form (Basset-Beach (7) virus 
soulation) it will always remain a danger in regard 


_. few weeks from Avian Diphtheria and Fowl-Pox:-- 


By Dr. T. van Heelsbergen, Bacteriologist at the 4 


tc the inerease in the number of cases of diphthema. 
Qnd.-—-In altered form the virus can be divided 
into :+— 
(a) Killed virus (Beach), 8. 
(t) Chemically or physically attenuated virus 
(Beach-Verge-Panisset), 9. 
(c) Fully-living virus, modified virus (vaccine 
de Blieck and van Heelsbergen). 

The vaccination with unaltered virus is undoubtedly 
g2ecompanied hy some serious danger. Serious reactions 
and expansion of the disease may be the result. We 
often observed this. ; 

The months of October, November, and December 


are the most dangerous in this respect in Holland 


and Belgium and in other parts of North Hurope . A 
vaccination with unaltered virus may be tolerated as 
emergency treatment in cases in which the disease 
almeady exists in the flodk. . 

Vaccinations with killed virus have never had much 
success in case of the human variola (smallpox). 

Beach contends that his vaccination with killed 
virus does not protect against the experimental infec- 
tion. Our manifold experiments on this subject have 
proved that the vaccination with Imlled virus. only 
rrobects to w small extent against spontameous infec- 
tion. ‘This is also the experience of a great number 
of veterinary surgeons iand breeders. 

Beach 10 has tried to obtain better results by vac- 
cinating twice with this killed virus. After that, in 1922, 
dried virus and Jiving virus which had been suspended 


in glycerine have been used. It goes without saying that 


the immunising results are much better. But we have 
experienced that such a vaccine can be dangerous; the 
attentuation brought about by drying is not constant. 

im the optimum period of the diphtheria, there are 
factors ab work in nature which can make a chemically 
or physically attenuated virus virulent again. —» - 

In 1923 Beach 11 tried to obtain better immunity 
by means of a double vaccination. First the fowls are 
vaccinated with the heated virus, and after some 
weeks infected with the living virus. The immunity 
thus obtained is supposed to be altogether sufficient. 
This method, however, has a practical drawback, 
viz., the animals have to be caught twice. Besides 
giving more work, this does not affect the hens favour- 
ably. ; 

T have not been able to make out if the imoculation 
with this sort of virus does not eventually give rise to 
too serious reactions. We (Professor de Blieck and 
Dr. van Heelsbergen), 12, 18, have allways tried to 
discover a fully living vacciniation material, which is 
attenuated neither physically nor chemically, which 
always causes a local pox eruption, amd never gives 
rise to generalisation, which is constant for all these 
properties, and which protects for a long time against 
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the experimental as well as against the spontameous 
infection. 

After having experimented for over three years, we 
have succeeded im preparing such a virus. Because of 
its absolute innocuity, this vaccine as especially suit- 
able for preventive purposes—i.e., when no cases of 
disease oceur in the flock. The inocullation should, 
however, dillso be applied tio infected flocks im order to 
prevent the spreading of the disease. The mame “* Anti- 
diphtherin’’ has been given to thiis vaccine in order to 
distinguish it from others. 

GENERAL METHODS OF APPLICATION OF DIFFERENT 

VACCINES AGAINST DIPHTHERIA AND FOWIL-POX. 


SuBcuTANEOUS.—This method of application has the 
advantage that it works quickly. ‘It has, hiowever, 
also some disadvantages. Whendead vaccine (1st 
Method, Beach) is applied, the subcutameous injec- 
tion is the most advisable, since this killed virus is no 


longer fit for cutaneous application, ias it does niot give | 


a reaction im this wary. 

The immunising powers of killed virus, however, is 
small: but when using living or attenuated virus, we 
should bear in mind that, along with the real pox- 
virus, we inject ‘a number of other living microbes. 

It is difficult to state which of these are the most 
noxious, but in the ease of the subcutaneous injection 
of living virus we often see the hens decrease.in weight 
and a Local necrosis set in. 

TuE INTRADERMAL INJECTION is used in the case of 
vaccination, as applied by Verge and Pamisset. A small- 
pox virus weakened by carbolic acid is used as vac- 
cine. It jis evident that when using this intradermal! 
method, onily small quantities of vaccime are injected. 
This does not, however, prevent generalisation of the 
action when injecting according to this ‘method. 

Tur CuranEous APPLICATION.—Recently the skin 
has proved to possess a very important immunising 
power (Besredka-Pondorff and others) against various 
infections. This especially holds good for those 
diseases which have their origin in the epithelium. 

The variola (smallpox) can be looked upon as. the 
prototype of these diseases. The classic Jenmer’s 
vaceination is also based on this property. It has, 
therefore, been our aim to make the vaccination 
against the diphtheria and pox of the hen analogous 
with the human smallpox vaccination. In our opinion 
it is advisable to call forth a pox eruption on the skin 
of the hens, similar to the vaccination eruption of 
human beings, which only occurs locally, and never 
gives rise to generalisation. We, therefore, at first 
applied the vaccination on the comb. Thiis spot has 
the advantage of being easily accessible for the applica- 
tion. . Experience has, however, proved that this spot 
has its disadvantages. 

In ordcr to obtain immunity, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that one or more inoculation pocks should appear. 
When the comb is hyperaemic and well developed the 
inoculation pocks generally manifest themselves very 
distinctly. 

In the case of smaill or shrivelled combs (non-laying 
hens) the vitality of the epithelium is often so greatly 
diminished that an insufficient number of inoculation 
pocks occur. 

We have, therefore, tried to obtain a skin vaccina- 
tion which yields a re-action of 100 per cent. for sensi- 


tive hens. It seerns to us that we have attained this end 

by means of an application of our vaccine in the skin 

follicles. The fowl-pox virus is by origin a follicular 
virus. 

INOCULATION METHOD BY DE BLIECK HHELSBERGEN, 
This inoculation is based on two principles :— 
Ist.—A thoroughly lving vaccination material, the 

vitality of which has not beem decreased either 


physically or chemically, which allways gives rise to a 


local fox-eruption, ‘which never generalises, which 
immunises against the experimental as well as against 
the spontaneous infection, amd which is constant for 
alii these properties during alll seasons. 

2nd.—-A way of application which is analogous to the 


classic, Jenner’s inoculation, viz., a skin vaccination, | 


200,000 hens have been inoculated in Holland, Bel: 


gium, Germany, and Switzerland, 


receiving one single complaint about too serious 4 
reaction or iam insufficient immunity. The vaccination 
was applied preventively in infected as well as non- 
infected flocks, whereas vaccination of infected heng 
often. had 1a favourable influence. 


We were never informed that the hens which had 
been vaccinated prophylactically were iaffected with 


this disease during the following -winter period. 


Taking into consideration that the disease chiefly 


occurs during the autumn and winter months, it is 
advisable to perform this prophylactic vaccination, 


which is applied regularly every year im the greater 


part of the best known poultry farms in Holland. 
Out of the very many favourable results, of which 
I was informed, 7 mention the following only :— 
In the Dutch Test Breeding Station for Poultry 


according to this” 
method, during the winter of 1924-1925 withiout our) 


| 


Breeding at Beekbumgen, and in that at Horst, also in 
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THE UTILITY DUCK CLUB AND THE NATIONAL UTILITY 
POULTRY SOCIETY. 


NATIONAL DUCK EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-25 
HELD 


AT BENTLEY, SUFFOLK. 


Report for Eighth Period—i6th May to 12th June, 1925. 


DUCKS. Towards the end of month the daily egg yield showed 


a mei hay due to a number of ducks having started their ann 
moult : 
The average for 32 weeks is now 125.60. Highest average per 
bird still held by Mr. H_ 8. Godsmark (Sussex) Three White 
Runmers with an average of 166.67 eggs. Miss Cavanagh’s (Dublin) 
Five Fawn and White Runmers still lead 
Section with average of 162.80 per bird. 


in Championship) 


The highest score for month was made by Messrs. Berry and 


Adams’ Three F. and W.: R’s with score of 80 eggs. : 

The increase in broodiness amongst ducks referred to in last 
report was very marked during month under review; only a few 
cases. however, were troublesome, the majority quickly recovered, 
and have not, therefore, been specially noted on report. 


The size of egg, though in most cases quite up to standard, 


is not generally so good. but this is oftem the case after a lengthy 
period of heavy laying, and after a long spell of hot weather, 
One duck died during the month, The Ministry of Agricuk 
ture’s post-mortem reports reads: “Rupture of spleen and 
haemorrhage into abdominal cavity.” A. E. BARR. 
Figures are Total Eggs Hight Momths (32 weeks). : 
Section 1. Championship (Five Ducks)—Miss E. Cavanagh 
(F. and WR.), 814; R. A. and A. M. 
R. A. Loug (K.C.), 708; Chivers amd Sion (K.C.), 717. 
Section 2. Khaki-Campbells (Three Ducks).—A. N. Dickson, 495; 


Johnsion (W.R.), 718; Capt. 


Oscar ©. Brown, 470: Miss Harrison Bell, 464; Maunder amd Colson, 


454; Capt. Maxwell, 426. 

Section 3. Indian Runners (Three Ducks). 
Rnnners. Mrs. G. Streatfield, 422: A. H. Fox-Brockbank, 413; H. 
B. Carrington. 405: Ben Clark, 399. (b) White Runmers: H 8. 
gg as g £00: E. and T. Bullmore, 439; R. A. and A. M, Johnson, 


(a) Fawn and White 


Section 1 .Buff Orpingtons (Three Ducks).—Mrs. Wyndham 


Malet, 383; Lucas and Power, 385 
Section 5 


I'v. T. Henmeppe. 387; Mons. Grandjean, 373. 


Any Other Breed ‘(Three Ducks. —F. Gardner, 496; 
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The use of Poultry against 


Farm Pests. 
By A. ROEBUCK 
(Adviser in Entomology, Midland Agricultural College). 


(Continued). 


VARIOUS eCATERPILLARS.—A mumber of caterpillars 
of serious pests have been fed successfully to fowls, but 
against these fowls have a more limited use, chiefly 
because of the dangers of damage being done by the 
fowls themselves. For example, the caterpillars of the 
Large White Butterfly (Pieris Brassicae), the Small 
White (P,rapae), and the Green Veined White (p. 
Napi) are all greedily eaten. If one is bold enough to 
run fowls amongst growing cabbages the benefit they 
do in keeping down these will be great. At the same 
time there is a certain risk in them eating a certain 
amount of lleafage. In the same way another serious 
pest of the cabbage tmbe could be combatted, namely, 
Cabbage Moth (Mamestra Brassicae), the caterpillars 
of the white feed on the tops from June onwards. 

Onturning up soil in a garden one often finds a 
shining creamy white caterpillar with a brown head, 
very slow in its movements and up to 14 inches in 
length. This is the Larva of a Swift Moth. Two 
ppeercs of Swift Moths have larvae which are pests, 
namely, the Ghost Swift (Hepialus Hummiuli), and 
the Common and Garden Swift (Lupulina), the latter 
being the smaller. They are found in fields,  ailiso 
especially on grass land, and where crops are left 
several years They are root feeders, and are relished 
by fowls. They are exposed by tillage operations from 
August to May, and as red-brown chrysalids, also 
readily eaten, during June. ~Running fowls on the 
land while ploughing is in progress will tend to combat 
these, while at the same time they are dealing with 
other amid possibly more serious pests. 


Insects OTHER THAN Pests.—It shoulid bé remem- 
béred in connection with the problem of control of 
insect pests by fowls, that insects which are not pests 
are equally readily eaten. It might be argued, there- 
fcre, that in 'a way a certain amount of harm is being 
done by using fowls except in splecial cases of serious 
outbreaks of pests. This is particularly the case in 
soil insects, as there are species of predacious insects 
‘much better able to reach the soil insects than fowls. 
On the other hand there is yet no direct evidence 
of the amount of good predacious insects may be 
expected to do. Against such serious pests as wire- 
worms and slugs, there is evidence thai very little 
good is done by predacious species.. The writer has 
only followed one group of such friendly insects, 
namely: the Ground Beetle (Carabidae). The grubs of 
these are greedily eaten by fowls when the soil is 
turned up by ploughing or digging. They have not, 
however, been found eating amy pest up to the present, 
small worms and maggot of midgets appearing to be 
their chief food. 


ConcLusion —It will be seen that, in addition to the 
pests already cited in the previous articles, there are 


others which do harm in varying degrees, against 
wnich fowls can be used with considerable success. 
Theré appears, moreover, to be nio reason to suspect 
that fowls will do harm ‘by eating insects which are 
useful to the farmer. 
‘ The manurial value of the fowls running on the 
land, and the protits which acerue from the keeping 
of fowls ure added benefits not considered in these 
notes. 


BRITISH BLACK BARNEVELDER CLUB. 

A committee meeting iof the British Black Barne- 
elder Club was held at 3, Vincent Square, on Mon- 
day, June 22nd, when important rules as to the regis- 
tration of breeding stock in the possession of members 
were passed, and measures taken to ensure purity of 
strain. Mrs. J. M. Walker presided, and announced 
the gift of three more cups to the club and an increase 
im membership. 

It was decided to put up three Club Visiting Cups at 
Romsey Show. Cambridge, on Jully 23rd, where there 
will be two classes for Black Barevelders. 


EDITORIAL.—Continued. 

the laying competition at Paturages (Belgium),as well 
as in the best known poultry farm at Welleman Bros., 
at’ Buurmalsen, the inoculation’ has been applied 
prophylactically during two or three years. Whereas 
these concerns had to ‘deal with diphtheria every year 
before the vaccination, they have been absolutely free 
from the disease ever since. 

The vaccination has become obligatory for various 
laying competitions before the hens are forwarded. I 
gave reports on the subject ion the Third National 
Jongress for Poultry and Rabbit-Breeding at the 
Hague in 1920. 


x Positive Re-action with Antidiphtherin, five days after 
vaccination. The other leg shows a negative reaction. 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


“SST I" EN 


Continued from Page 2. 
RED FISH MEAL. 


This is generally made from herrings, but there is no 
doubt that a good deal which comes in this category 
is just the refuse of the markets. As the herring meal 
contains as much as 10.20 per cent of fat or oil, the 
first: process in the manufacture is to get rid of the 
bulk of this; this is done by hydraulic pressure, ‘or by 
benzvine ‘The analysis of this is very variable, and 
it oftens contains an excess of oil, which gives a fishy 
taste to eggs. This willl not occur with white fish meal. 
Herring meal ig much darker in colour tham the white 
fish meall, and may vary from a dirty yellow to a dark 
brown. It is always a risk to buy this without a guar- 
anteed analysis vas it is the salt and ofl content which 
are most vartable, and there have been very mamy 
eases of salt polsoning from this cause. I have never 
known white fish meal to taint an egg, even when 
used up to 25 per cent. of the mash; but this has often 
occurred with red fish meal. As far as the vitamins 
are concerned, they are not present in either the red 
or the white meal. Our experimental work has proved 
fairly conclusively that for years an excessive amount 
of fish meal has been used, especially on the commer- 
cial egg farms. ‘This iis so much waste, and has no 
doubt been injurious, as it has undoubtedly caused 
kidney trouble. One indication of this ig the dark- 
tipped combs, and the state of the exereta. These 
symptoms were not at all uncommon on the commer- 
cial egg farms a few years ago, and to ““Eges’’ amd the 
S.P.B.A. belong the credit of drawing iatterttion: to it, 
and so saving incalculable waste. 

One may say that, with properly-balanced rations, 
the content of fish meal need not exceed five or six 
per cent. of the total ration to give the best results. 


GREAVES. 


This is the membraneous matter which is mixed 
with animal fat. When the latter ig melted down for 
tallow, this is separated. The fat is first boiled down, 
and floating to the top is removed by skimming. The 
remaining fat-is passed through a powerful press, leav- 
ing the membraneous matter in the form of a cake or 
block of dark colour. Years ago Greaves were sold as 
such, and were much used by poultry-keepers; now if 
occasionally comes to hand as a low-grade meat meal. 

SUNFLOWER SEEDS, 

These are recommended for poultry during the 
moult. They are very rich in oil, amd the protein 
content is high. But we can achieve our object with- 
out their use, and the high fibre content, and its nature 
somewhat neutralises their value. 

Analysis :—Protein, 14.2; Carbohydrates, 14.5; Fats 
and Ouls, 32.3; Fibre, 28:1: Ash, 3.4. 


COCOANUT MEAL. 


This is the residue from the manufacture of oi] from 
the cocoanut. I have used it during the war in a wet 
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mash with complete success, and have often 


wondered that it has not been given more considera-_ 


tion as a foodstuff by poultry-keepers at the present 
time. A mash of one part cocoanut meal, soaked in 
water for a couple of hours, mixed with four parts 
middlings, one maize meaill, and half part fish or meat 
meal gave excellent results. I have never tried it in 
dry mash, but there seems no good reason why it 
should not be used if the price is economic. It ig pro-— 
duced by the ‘‘old’’ and ‘‘new’’ process. In the former 
the oil is extracted by pressure, in the latter naptha 
is used. The “old’’ is higher in fat content than the 
“new,’’ and slightly lower in protein. In hot weather, 
unless kept perfectly dry, it has a tendency to turn 
rancid. 

Analysis :—Protein, 22.1; Carbohydrates, 47.9; 
Fibre, 11.0: Fats, 84; Ash, 6.0. 


RYE. 


Rye is not often used in this country as a poultry 
food, although some of us were compelled to do so for’ 
a time during the war. My own experience of it for 
afew weeks was that it caused serious digestive 
trouble, when fed in the same quantity as we usually 
feed grain; that the binds did mot eat it readily, and 


my conchisions were that as a poultry food its value is — 


not great, and there is some danger in using it. Its 
average composition is similar to that of most of the 
cereal grains. 

The analysis is:—Protein, 11.8; 


Carbohydrates, 
73.2; Ash, 2.0; Fibre, 1.8; Fat, 1:8. 


In spite of the fact that the fibre content is lower * 


than that of maize, 
digestion. 


rye is much more difficult of 


BLOOD MEAL. 


Dried Blood has a very high protein content, but 
is poor in calcium and phosphorus. It is not suifi- 
ciently appreciated by poultry-keepers, the high price 
heing probably considered prohibitive. This may be 
thought to be compensated for by the high protein 
content, but we lack evidence that there iis real iadvan- 
tage to’ be derived from this. additional amount of 
protein, and it may be said with some degree of cer- 
tainty that good samples of fish meal or meat and 
bone meal are more valuable to the poultry-keeper on 
account of their calcium content, than the blood meal 
with its higher protein content. A mixture of miller’s 
offais and blood has been sold; and- perhaps is still 
gold, as blood meal. This would, of counse, have a 
very much lower value. 


Analysis: Water, 9.7; Ash, 3.3; Protein, 82.3; 
Carbohydrates, 3.8; Fats, 0.9. 


HANTS COUNTY LAYING TRIALS. 
Report for Ninth Period ending 23rd June, 1925. 


Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 

Section A.—H. R. Hunter (W.L.), 68, 325; <A. F. ©. Holdaway 
(Pen 1) (W.L.), 59, 236; “A. Munro-Spencer (W.L.),-79, 407; RB. 
McKenzie (W.L.), 72, 359; P. H. G. Harper (B.1.), 68, 357; A. F. ©. 
Holdaway (Pen 2) (W.l.), 32, 181. 


Section B.—Mrs. J H. Drew (Utility) (B.R.), 56, 285: D- W, Gun- 
ston (Pen 2) (W.W.), 52, 283; R. MeKenzie (W.W.), 46, 214; J. H. 
Thompson (W.W.), 41, 208; H. R. Hunter (R.1.B.), 43, 253; Mrs 
Edwards (R.I.R.), 46, 255. 
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| The Chinchilla Rabbit 
for Fur. — 


By H. J. GARDNER. 


FEEDING. 


Feeding plays an important part in the rearing 
‘of the Chinchilla rabbit for fur, as.it does for all 
other animals and birds ; ducks and hens are fed 
to produce eggs; cows to produce milk; the 
Chinchilla requires stamina to produce a soft silky 
icoat. If the feeding is not correct many ailments 
will occur, not only to the young, but to the adult 
stock. 

Diet is the most important factor in all life, 
whether human or animal, so the greatest care 
must be taken in feeding. 


Cleanhness is very important, and must not be 
overlooked, the food utensils should be kept clean, 
many diseases and deaths being caused through 
dirty saucers and stale drinking water. 

For food containers, I like the heaviest I can 
get—medium size, about 5 inch, flower pot saucers 
Or earthenware pots with flanged top, so the rabbit 
cannot scratch the food out, thus preventing 
waste. It also prevents the brood does from 
Carrying the saucers into the nest, which they have 
a habit of doing. For drinking vessels I like the 
hook-on heavy galvanised troughs. These hang 
on the wire front, and are easy to fill from the 
outside. The young cannot sit or fall in these, 
which very often happens when ordinary saucers 
are used. Tin, wooden and aluminium troughs 
are not satisfactory, and should never be used. 

Regularity in feeding should be aimed for, in- 
digestion and other ailments can be traced to 
jregular hours of feeding. The rabbit gets 
hungry and bolts its food when fed or eats part 
of its dirty bedding when waiting to be fed, and 
the breeder wonders why his or her rabbits do not 
thrive. 

it is best to feed twice a day—morning and 
night. At this time of the year 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
would suit most people. In the winter 8 a.m. and 
14 p.m., but whatever times are adopted regularity 
must be the chief object. 

The diet for the Chinchilla rabbit should consist 
of green food, or roots, clover hay and meadow 
hay, oats (whole or crushed), and mash. What a 
rabbit will eat in weight varies. Some are small 
€aters, others are always hungry and ready for 
food. It is very unwise to get the rabbits too 
fat, but see that they get sufficient and do not 
get poor. 

Rabbits have large stomachs, and need a bulky 
food rather than a stimulating one. 

A good menu for the ordinary stock is a handful 
of oats, or a mash composed of half broad bran 
and half sharps with a little Sussex ground oats, 
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mixed in a crumbly state with water or milk, and 
fed for the morning meal. Evening—green food 
or roots, and plenty of hay in the hutch at all 
times. : 

Some breeders of the Chinchilla rabbit give wheat 
instead of oats, but I think this is a mistake, 
because wheat tends to give the rabbit a harsh 
coat, which is not wanted in the Chinchilla. 

With green food it is best to give a variety at 
the one feed as far as possible. Many wild herbs 
and weeds can be gathered, such as Dandelion, 
Coltsfoot, Lady’s Mantle, Groundsell, Plantain 
(narrow and broad leaved), Shepherd’s Purse, 
Hog’s Weed, Cow Parsley, and many others which 
abound in the hedgerows. 

At the present time, being very dry, I cut clover 
and ,grass, feeding straight to the rabbit, and 
have had no trouble with scours (diarrhoea). If the 
weather is damp, green food should be gathered 
the day before feeding and spread out to dry. 

Parsley 1s good to give does for the purpose of 
helping to bring them imto breeding condition. 

There are many crops that can be grown if 
ground is available, such as Cauliflowers, Broccoli, 
Carrots, Swedes, Chiccory, the different sorts of 
Kale, Beetroot and Parsnips are also good. 

For does in kindle give as much green food as 
they will eat, but very little oats or mash. When 
the young arrive give the doe a good feed of bread 
and milk, also give crushed oats twice a day ; 
give green food and plenty of hay. 

Young stock when taken away from the mother 
should alco be fed on bread and milk for the first 
few days (weeks if possible), then gradually be 
brought on to eat the ordinary menu. Be very 
careful when giving green food, a little to start 
with, gradually increasing same. If a case of 
scours appears, stop all green food except Shep- 
herd’s Purse, which can be fed at all times. I have 
known this green to cure a bad case. 

Milk is beneficial to all stock, and rabbits thrive 
on it. Goats’ milk is the best, and seems to be 
more palatable to them ; cows’ milk is very good, 
50 also are. the different brands of powdered milk 
now on the market. 


Stud bucks should be well fed. They should 
receive a full portion of mash, oats and green food, 
also hay. If you find them to be off colour, feed 
them at noon as well as morning and night. 


Hutches should be always kept clean, once a 
week the rabbit should be removed, the floor well 
scraped; a three-cornered scraper ‘and shovel I 
find are the best tools to use. Spread a little saw- 
dust or peat moss over the floor, then bed down 
with good clean straw. For does in kindle bed 
the inner compartment with soft meadow hay. 

Water should be given in the morning with the 
first meal and emptied out at noon. Does in 
kindle should have water before them at all times. 


(Some breeders of rabbits never give water. ) 
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Notes on Utility Ducks. 


By A. HAROLD PAINE. 


My last article was on the management of the 
duckling from the shell to eight weeks old, when 
they were lbeing fed on a mash of (by. weight) 
three parts middlings, one part biscuit meal, one 
part Sussex’ ground oats, quarter part fish or meat 
meal, a mash that should have given them a good 
start in hfe. After eight weeks a simpler and 
less expensive mash may, be substituted. 


Theie are many different mashes equally good 
that may be used, so the one selected should be 
that of which the constituents are the most easily 
obtainable in the breeder’s locality. Any of the 
following will be satisfactory (parts by weight) — 


Middlings 2, maize meal 1, Sussex ground 
oats I, fish or meat meal 3. 

Bran 1, Kositos 1, middlings 3, fish or meat 
meal 3%. 


Sussex ground oats 2, pea or bean meal 1, 
maize meal 1; middlings 4, fish or meat meal 1. 

Middlings 6, Sussex ground oats 2, maize 
meal 1, Uveco 2, bran 1, fish meal 1. 

Bran 1, middlings 3, Sussex ground oats 3, 
fish meal 2. 

Equal quantities of bean meal, maize meal, 
middlings, barley meal, and 4 fish or meat 
meal. 

Middlings 6, bran 14, maize meal 14, fish or 
meat meal 1. 

To cheapen the mashes still further boiled 
potatoes are useful, but should be used only in 
small quantities, excepting for fattening purposes. 
The wet mash should be fed at might, anda grain 
feed of a closed handful of wheat; oats, or kibbled 
maize should be given to each two ducks in the 
morning when they are let out of their house. I 
have often been asked the exact quantity per bird 
that should be fed, and this is rather difficult to 
answer, as it depends on the conditions under 
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which the birds are kept. If they are penned and 
are approaching maturity about four or five ounces 
dry weight of mash would be the quantity for the 
evening meal and the morning grain feed as 
above. If the birds are on free range, then the 
mash fed at night should be sufficient. An 
abundance of pure drinking water should always 
be available, and limestone grit or cockle shell, 


or-both, is required. Whatever green food may be 


to hand should be freely fed to the ducks at all 
times. 


For those who are contemplating sending their 
birds to a laying test, it is advisalble to put them 
in separate compartments at an early age, so as 
to get them quite used to the trapnest or record- 
ing house before they are sent away. One of the 
best houses for this purpose is one that I designed 
some years ago for six birds. It is a complete 
house divided into six compartments, each one of 
which is fitted with a trapnest front, which is 
hinged, so that the’ house can be thoroughly 
cleaned and re-littered easily and quickly. It has 
a sliding roof which greatly facilitates attention to 


the birds and the collection and recording of eggs. 
It is about g ft. long, 2 ft. 3 in. high in front, 
1 ft. g in. at back, and 2 ft. in width. Another 
duck egg recording house is that shown in the 
background.of the illustration which appears on 
this page. I designed this especially for those 
who prefer a simpler method of recording than 
that of using the usual trapnest. 
size as the trapnest duck house just described. It 
is also divided into six compartments by framed 
wire mesh partitions, so that the birds, although 
separated, are yet in sight of one another, which 
[*‘have always believed to be conducive to geod 
laying. Each door forms the step, and when visit- 
ing the birds for purposes of egg recording it can 
be seen in a moment which has laid. Those that 
have not “ produced the goods’’ are kept in for, 
say, an extra hour. 
ringing the birds with different coloured rings the 


eggs are correctly recorded, and I know of no ~ 


simpler plan than this. 


It is the same — 


By the ordinary method of — 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Full particulars of membership will be scnt by return ea 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


WARMTH AND EGG PRODUCTION. 


Some months ago I wrote suggesting that we 
might do something to raise the temperature of 
our houses during the extremely cold winter 
months. 

{ was not suggesting that we should have oil- 
stoves or run hot-water pipes through the house, 
but I thought they might be so constructed as to 
avoid any extremes of temperature. 

We have had so much written about hardening 
' the birds, and the value of open-fronted houses. 
'-Only a few years ago there were many breeders 
' who contended that the open-fronted house was 
| the preventive of roup. This has been proved to 
be a fallacy. 

Thus we came from one extreme to the other. 
| In the olden days keeping the fowl warm was one 
of the most widely recommended means of obtain- 
| ing eggs; but in the attempt to keep them warm, 
ventilation was forgotten or ignored, consequently 
outbreaks of roup were very frequent. 

In dn early edition of Lewis Wright’s book on 
* Poultry’? he describes conditions obtaining in 
1813. - In speaking of Scotch fowls it is stated :— 


‘The hens are kept in as dry and warm a 
place in the house as possible ;-in cottages 
they generally, during the night, sit at no 
great distance from the fireplace, the con- 
sequence is that the farmer, whose poultry are 
in the night-time confined in places without a 
fire, obtain no eggs; the poor have them ‘n 
abundance.” 

- It is possible that warmer houses would mean a 
better solution of the winter egg problem than 
artificial light, and surély there is some genius 
amongst us who can design a house so constructed 
| that the temperature shall not fall below freezing 

point at any hour of the night. 

' I am anclined to think that the open-fronted 
house is responsible for roup, ‘because in extremely 
cold weather the birds crowd on the perches, and 
such an atmosphere must \be conducive to coids 
and roup. 


“THE ‘BEGINNER’S POULTRY. BOOK.’’ 


““The Beginner’s’ Poultry Book,’ by E.  T. 
Brown, published by the Religious Tract Society. 
Mr. Brown, in his introduction, states that 
* Saturday is eagerly awaited by every school- 


boy, for that is the day on which he receives his 
pocket-money.. The sum may not be a very large 
one, but for days beforehand plans are laid as to 
how it can best be spent. Wouldn’t it be infinitely 
better, however, to earn the weekly allowance 
rather than to take it each time as a gift? Ina 
sentence, are not earnings better than a dole? ”’ 

I am afraid many of us did not spend many 
days ibeforehand.. planning how we should spend 
our weekly pocket-money,. It did not require 
much planning. 

Obviously the book is written for boys, and his 
next remark is :— 


“ Have you ever thought about taking up a 
hobby which would bring you in 4s. to 5s. a 
week? ”’ 

And as an inducement he says:— 

“Start keeping a few fowls, and you will 
have eggs to sell to mother, and occasionally 
a plump chicken for some special red-letter 
day, such as father’s birthday or some other 
joyful event.” 


If mother can be persuaded to dole out the 
pennies to feed the: fowls her adoring son might 
enjoy the eggs laid, and as a reward father might 
have a plump chicken on his birthday. 

By this means we can easily see how that four 


or five shillings a week is to be made. 


Mr. Brown assures the “‘ Young Hopeful”’ that 
a pen of ten or a dozen really good laying hens 
will keep mother well supplied with eggs, and 
should bring him in four to five shillings a week 
clear profit, after food has been paid for. A nice 
little profit of just over 41 per year per bird, and 
we can see dear little Johnny as a budding poultry 
farmer, calculating that if ten hens bring in £1 
a year profit per bird, then one thousand hens 
should bring in one thousand pounds, and so the 
little man’s- future in life is settled by his adoring 
parents. 

A little later on we have a chapter entitled “‘ How 
the bird should lay ”’:— 


‘‘Tf you secure really good birds in the 
first place, and they are not much dearer than 
low-grade fowls, each pullet—that is, a bird 
during its first laying season, say from six 
months old to eighteen months old—-should lay 
from 200 to 240 eggs.”’ 

Well, that is undoubtedly how the birds ‘‘ should 


se 


lay ’’; if they would only do as they should. 


Mr. Brown then goes on again to assure ‘‘Young 
Hopeful’’ that each pullet should bring him in 
from 20s. to 25s. a year clear profit, and each 
second-season bird from 15s.to 20s. True, he 
adds, ‘‘ this is not easy. money.”’ 

The second chapter is devoted to the ‘‘ Cost of 
Starting,’’” and the way the author teaches his 
interested pupil how to find the money to start, 
and what subtle arguments to use to mother to 
mduce her to help raise the capital, is surely worth 
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the price of the book to any boy with a commercial 
mand. 

Father as to be appealed to through his stomach. 
He is to be told of the lovely chickens there will 
be to sell to mother when they are fifteen to 
eighteen weeks old, and how splendid it will be 
when there are one or two boiling fowls which 
mother could have at a reasonable price. 


A further point that can be brought forward is 
in teaching the ‘‘ Young Hopeful’ how to make 
his own poultry house and appliances, which ‘‘ will 
make laddie ever so useful in the house, as he 
will always be able to make mother anything she 
needs in the way of meat safe, baking board, or 
other little things.”’ 

Space prevents my making much further com- 
ment on the book. There is some useful informa- 
tion for the ‘‘ Young Hopeful’’ as to which breeds 
he should choose, the making of the houses, erect- 
ing the run, ‘“‘ How fowls must be fed,’’ ‘‘ How 
food is digested,’”’ ‘‘What and how to feed,” 
‘“ How to hatch chickens,’’’ ‘‘ Rearing chickens,” 
and a good deal on laying ducks and general 
Management, and the book is well illustrated. A 
whole chapter is devoted to disease. 


THE WELLINGHAM EXPERIMENTS. 


The intensive experiment is becoming extremely 
interesting. Miss Malcolm reports as follows for 
June :— 


‘“The birds in this experiment are now 
(June 30th) exactly five months old; 133 eggs 
were laid in this, the fifth, month, nice in size 
for first eggs (20 being up to 1% ozs.). 

The ibirds feel the spell ‘of hot weather 
somewhat, and the combs appear to be slightly 
paler, but on the whole they look extremely 
well. They are active and scratch vigorously 
for their grain. 

The first layers—i.e., the birds which 
matured at the end of the fourth month— 
have again been weighed, and all have gone 
up in weight in spite of egg production. 
Many other birds, now laying, have been 
weighed on the last day of June, so that com- 
parative weights of these also can be made 
each month. 

Seventeen members of the Brighton Poultry 
Society visited the farm to see the experiment 
birds on Saturday, June 27th, and were greatly 
impressed with the birds’ good appearance.”’ 


It is most satisfactory that the weight of the 
birds which have started to lay continues to in- 
crease. We find the eight pullets which first 
Started at five months old, or under, weigh from 
3 Ibs. 2 ozs. to 4 lbs., which is very satisfactory 
for Leghorns, and the pullets which have not yet 
laid weigh 3 lbs. or over. Many turn the scale 
at 4 lbs., and there are two at 4.3 and 4.2 lbs. 
respectively. 
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The intense heat has tried the birds a little, in : 
spite of the fact that shade has been provided, 
and the house is roomy and airy. 


As all the members of ¥the Brighton Poultry 
Society are practical poultry farmers it is very 
satisfactory to know that they were greatly im- 
pressed with the health of the birds. So far the 
experiment has proved a success. 

The Council accepted my suggestion that when 
the birds started laying the grain should be trough 
fed. This is a test to see whether the heavy feed- 
ing of grain would prevent the partial moult. 


This should be an interesting experiment. It 
will be understood that the birds will be allowed 
to consume as much grain as they like, and it 
will be of value in another direction which perhaps 
most of my readers may guess. 


What has been achieved so far is, that we have - 
succeeded in rearing 140 pullets to five months 
old entirely intensively, with only, two cases of 
leg weakness, and entire freedom: from any 
disease, while the mortality has been less than 
four per cent. 


Too much faith, however, must not be put ina 
single experiment, but at least we may say that 
it will do much to clear up the problems which 
have made intensive poultry-keeping a failure in 
this country. 


THE “* DAILY MAIL ” CROSS-BRED TEST. 


Mz. Ja Ne Leigh writes me that a Section is pro- 
vided in the above Test for testing for the second year | 
some of the pens of first-cross now competing in the — 
1924-25 Test. As he says, this should give valuable 
data. 

The next test is to begin on 19th October, and will 
terminate on 19th September, 1926. 

Division A. consists of :—Section 1: Leghorns, 
A.O.V., seven hens. Section 2: Wyandottes, A.O.V., 
seven-hens. Section 3: R.I.R- or L.S., seven hens. | 
Section 4: Any other breed that when mated with a 
mate of a different breed or variety will result in see 
linked inheritance, seven hens. Section 5: First-cross 
hens competing in the ‘Daily Mail’? Test, 1924-25. 

Division. B. consists on Section 1: Any first-cross. 

Full particulars of the Test can be obtained from 
Mr. J. N. Leigh, Dodnash: Priory, Bentley, Suffolk, 

Further particulars appear in our advertising 
columns. 


Mr. A. D. Bailey, writing from Snape, says he is 
pestered with innumerable sparrows, and inquires 
whether one of our members may be able to give 
him a recipe through “ Eggs ” for their extermina- 
tion in quantity by poison or otherwise. 

[t would be a great boon if someone could do 
so, but 2 am afraid there is always a certain 
amount, of risk in using poison. 

Perhaps some member can tell us of a more easy 
and less dangerous way of reducing the number 
of these pests. 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS, 


Rev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
amswer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES” for post-mortem examination ehould be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring Road, 
West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders, 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. ~ 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2%. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except 2 site eda examina- 
tions. Members of the 8 P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT 
Major: Saunders), 


ALI questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


from 


New Reader (Skegness) writes to say that he 
has Buff Rocks which have proved wonderful 
layers. He has been advised to cross them with 
a White Wyandotte cockerel next year, so that 
he may detect the sex of chicks when hatched ; at 
the same time he has been assured that -the cross 
will result in improved egg production and hardiex 
chicks. We are riding this ‘sex-lnked business 
very hard, it is likely we shall come to our senses 
presently. In this case the mating would not give 
sex-linkage, it should be made the other way, but 
supposing it did, what would ‘‘New Reader’’ 
gain?- He has a pen of excellent layers. Crossing 
with a White Wyandotte would not improve their 
productive powers ; it would result in small eggs 
in the progeny, and probably increased broodiness. 
It would be uneconomic to kill the cockerels of 
such a cross even if sex could tbe detected at 
hatching. ‘‘ New Reader ’’ will be well advised to 
breed his stock pure, mate to the son of good 
dam with a full year record of 240 or thereabouts 
and a winter record of 40 to 50; this will effect an 
improvement, the cross would be a retrograde step. 


B. M. (Widnes) writes that there has been a 
great drop in egg production, his pullets look out 
of condition and are mopy. He sends me a sample 
to the mash used, which is made up to a formula 
given by a friend. The trouble- would appear to 
be due to the excess of fibre in the mash, a very 
coarsely-ground sample of barley meal is being 


aused, inferior-cloyer meal, and poor bran; this 


has caused serious digestive trouble, the mash had 
no “body’’ in it. As he is using wet mash, I 
think he will do well to try this formula, parts are by 
weight :—Biscuit meal 1, maize meal 1, middlings 
4, bran 4, meat meal 4. Do not scald the bran, 
use it to dry off the other ingredients: with. In 
answer to his second question, I should prefer 
under his conditions, which are intensive, a cross 
Rhode Island Red-Black Leghorn to the Red and 
Wyandottes. 


G. L. D. (Ayr). You are mistaken ; the- tem- 
perature of a broody hen is not higher than the 
normal. I do not know of any condiment ner any- 
thing else which will induce broodiness, except the 
plan of allowing the eggs to remain in the nest 
instead of removing them every day. This has 
often proved effective. I have heard of vaccination 
against broodiness, but have no reliable data, and 
am not inclined to believe init. If your Reds are 
so broody, and you are out for egg production, 
it would certainly be unwise to breed from them. 
Even if you mate to the son of a non-broody hen 
broodiness is dominant to non-broodiness, and the 
progeny would be as broody as the dams. There 
is no reason to lbelieve that any system of feeding 
induces broodiness. (2) If the dam of the Black 
Leghorn male laid such a high percentage of un- 
hatchable eggs, then it would be most unwise to 
use him in the breeding pen. 


G. A. M. (Church Stretton), who has a poultry 
farm in France, asks me what would be most 
approximate to Sussex ground oats, which are 
unobtainable in France. It is very difficult to say. 
Of course, no cereal is really like the oat, but 
under the circumstances I should be inclined to 
use buckwheat meal in conjunction with maize 
meal to supply the carbohydrates. I can think of 
nothing which would answer so well. 


S. W. (Stokesby) gives me the following case:— 
“In the first place I possess houses with trap- 
nests. |] don’t care much for them. I wish to 
select the best 30 pullets for breeding. I have no 
time to trapnest myself, as I cannot be tied to the 
farm all day. Now (1) asa question of economics, 
would it pay me (the cost to be borne out of 
poultry farm earnings) to employ a boy for four 
months at 10s. a week (at least) to do trap- 
nesting? The best 30 birds above 40-egg standard 
in three months laying period to be retained, pro- 
vided they are physically normal (ist grade eggs 
only to. count). Or (2) would it be best to select 
by handling and observation (remember my inex- 
perience)? (3) Is the three months’ test suff- 
cient? I assume that trapnesting is recognised as 
superior to handling. (4) Will a cockerel of a 
different strain be harmful for mating for egg pro- 
duction—line bred previously? (5) Where can I 
obtain information re the points of utility double- 
comb White Wyandottes?’’ —— I do not think it 
would pay my correspondent-to pay a boy tos, a 
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week to do the trapnesting of his Wyandotte 
pullets. In spite of his inexperience, I think it 
would be best for him to select by handling and 
observation, and even if he were not competent in 
his own ability he could pay an expert to come and 
make the selection for him, which would be much 
cheaper than paying a boy Ios. a week to trap- 
nest such a small number of birds. Again, there 
is the question of the boy’s reliability. The three 
months’ test would be a sufficient indication of 
which were the best birds in his flock. Trapnest- 
ing is ‘certainly superior to handling. However 
experienced a man may be, he may make some 
bad mistakes in his estimate of a {bird’s ability to 


lay, while the trapnest will give us the actual ~ 


record of what is done. If the cockerel be from 
a dam with a good winter record and year's 
record, there will be no harm in mating him for 
egg production to my correspondent’s own strain. 
{ do not know where he could obtain the informa- 
tion re the points of the Utility Double-comb White 
Wyandotte, but for his own information I would 
give him the following, which may help him:—A 
utility pullet should weigh about 4} lbs. when 
coming into production, or say at six months old. 
The plumage should be tight, with short feather, 
and flat bone, good capacity—that is, measuring 
the girth of the bird and not relying only upon 
the distance between the pelvic bones and the 
end of the keel—legs well apart, short beak, 
bright prominent eye, well developed comb, of fine 
texture, and the same remark applies to wattles 
and lobes. If he keeps these points in mind he 
will not miss his best birds. |More particularly 
should he note the head points. The eye is a good 
indication of the health and vitality of a bird. 
The comb, lobes and wattles of the aictivity of the 
ovary. He should also note the shanks, more par- 
ticularly should we remark on the flat bone, which 
should be rather fine. It would pay him to have 
the Handling and Observation Charts, where he 
would see all the Utility characteristics of the 
White Wyandotte depicted. 


‘“Madame’’ (Lichfield) sends two samples of 
biscuit neal. Both are good, and are quite suit- 
able for chicks from eight weeks’ old onwards. 
Of the two I prefer the coarser sample containing 
the meat meal. 


‘‘ Beginner ’’ (Cornwall) asks rather a curious 
question. ‘‘ Would birds—heavy breeds——hatched 
March 12, 1924, wrongly fed and poorly housed ever 


since, and having put up very bad records during . 


the pullet year in consequence ,although from a 
good and reliable breeder, be likely to respond to 
good housing and feeding in their second year— 
in production sufficient to make them a. paying 
proposition from a commercial egg farmer’s point 
of view? Are they worth buying at 8s. each? 
When you grade eggs do you weigh every egg 
that you are doubtful of ?’’—-Much would depend 
upon how the birds had been reared, If they had 


been fed and-reared badly I would not give much 
for them, as second-year birds, whatever their 
breed may be. We know that bad rearing affects 
both the number and size of eggs. If birds had 
been fed and housed as badly as he describes, | 
would not give 8s .each for them. In answer to 
his last question, if there is any doubt of an egg 
when grading, there is no option but to weigh it. 


W. L. (Bolitho).—(I recently contributed an 
article to the Lancashire Utility Poultry Society's 
Year Book. My correspondent from ‘Lancashire 
now asks the following questions in connection 
with it.) First, Incubation.—‘‘ You inform us 
that there is a drop of 20 degrees between the 
egg chamber and nursery drawer. How do you 
propose to remedy this? It would be very difh- 
cult to remedy it. The best suggestion is not to 
allow the chicks to drop into the nursery drawer, 
and to clear the incubator every six hours. (2) 
‘‘Eggs are recommended to be stored in bran, 
and I am advised to stand them on end and to be 
turned daily.’’ No, I advise them to be stored on 
their sides. There is no necessity to turn them 
daily. (3) ‘‘ Has the experiment with regard to 
perforated zinc floors been a success?’’ Yes, un- 
questionably it has been a success., Except in one 
or two instances everyone has written to say that 
the chicks are healthier and more vigorous. (4) 


‘The first fortnight of a chick’s existence you | 


say we are greatly in danger of over-feeding it, 
yet you suggest bran and Quaker oats always 
before them, and first week and the second week 
dry mash. This, on the surface, appears contra- 
dictory, and I should be glad if you will clear this 
point.’’ On the surface it does appear contra- 
dictory, but the bulk of the mash and the Quaker 
oats and bran prevents over-feeding. My corres- 
pondent has a pen of R.I. Reds year old which he 
is gradually losing. The symptoms are the same 
in all cases—freely losing weight, moping about 
for about two days ; the excreta is watery, and of 
a light yellow colour. 
have their legs drawn up to their bodies as if in 
great pain. I cannot say definitely what is the 
cause of the trouble. It appears to me they are 
going light. I should give them cod liver oil at 
the rate of two per cent. in the mash when they 
are first taken ill. Better still, I would kil off the 
whole pen. They do not seem to me to be. at all 
a likely lot to be bred from. (5) ‘‘ In your article 
on ‘ Potatoes’ you give three mashes, are these 
by measure or by weight?’’ The mashes are by 
weight. (6) ‘‘ Will you give me the title of what 
you consider the best text-book on the market in 
all branches of poultry-keeping?’’ I think the 
‘Poultry Manual,’ by the Rev. T. W. Sturgess, 1s 
as good a book as I could recommend. It is 
published by Messrs. Macdonald and Evans. I do 
not know a better text-book at the present time. 


R. N. (Marlborough) sends samples of bran, 
meat meal, sharps and $.G,O, The sharps contain 


When picked up dead they 
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rather a high percentage of fine bran. Of the two 
samples of meat meal, No. 1 is the better; No. 2 
contains rather more bone, but they are both of 
good average quality. S.G.O. are fair, and the 
bran an average sample. It would be advisable 
to keep the fowls off the run for a time when basic 
slag is used. To disinfect an earthfloor of a hen 
house, the best way would be to remove the top 
surface for three inches, then lime it and put fresh 
earth on the top. This would be better than using 
any solution of chloride of lime. To give the extra 
soft feed to backward pullets, the best time to do 
so would be about mid-day. The best feed would 
be good plump white oats, covered with cold water 
and allowed to simmer on the fire until all the 
water 1s absorbed, then dried off with middlings 
and fed in troughs. 


M. FE. \H. (St. Byron) writes that she has zo 
hens of a flock of 150 laying hens, their combs are 
dark in colour, and they are droopy, and make a 
queer sound in their throats—a squawk, as if 
there might be something wrong with the wind- 
pipe. When feeding they stop and gape, and make 
this queer sound. They are in a house capable ot 
holding 200 birds. The birds have: been ill for 
about four weeks. I cannot say definitely, but 
this sounds to me very much like diphtheric roup, 
although I should have expected, as the birds have 
been ill for some weeks, the symptoms would have 
developed by this time, which would have left 
little room for doubt. My correspondent would be 
wise to send one of these birds to Major Saunders 
and let him diagnose the cause. The symptoms 
she describes are only apt to mislead one. Those 
which have been in that condition for four weeks 
would hardly be worth attempting to cure. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


A. G. B. The post-mortem examination of the 
R.I.R. 1924 pullet showed that apoplexy of the 
ovary and rupture of the ovarian blood vessels and 
internal haemorrhage was the cause. The ovary 
was abnormally active, and-this no doubt led to 
an increase of blood pressure which the vessels 
could not withstand. A less stimulating diet is 
indicated for a time, and a few small doses of 
either Epsom or Glauber salts to lower tension 
and blood pressure. It would be better if no maize 
Or animal meals were fed for a week or ten days 
in order to allow the hyper activity of the ovary 
to subside and regain the normai. This is an 
accident that is very prone to occur to birds of a 
highly-fecund strain, such being much more sensi- 
tive to over-stimulation than birds less highly 
specialised. 


G. H. The only lesions to be found in the 
Khaki-Campbell duck were those of intense inflam- 
mation of the kidneys, and a slight congestion of 
parts of the intestines. These conditions suggest 


poisoning either by some deleterious matters :n 
the food or by some poisonous plant, but do not 
indicate any specific poison, the lesions being com- 
mon to the class only. -I would suggest that the 
quality of the food be investigated and a search 
made for any poisonous plants in the vicinity and 
accessible to the birds. Potassium permanganate 
is said to be an antidote to this class of poisons, 
and should be added to the drinking water in 
sufficient quantity to tinge it fairly deeply. 


NORTHERN UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY’S LAYING 
COMPETITION, 1924-25, 


Eighth Report—May 16th to June 12th, 1925, 


The weather was unsettled unitil the 4th June, when it became 
hot and dry, remaining the same up to thhe close of the terin. 
Sixteen days have been free from rain, an unusual experience for 
this part. 

The health of the flock has been good, only one bird coming 
into hospital during the 28 days, and for the first time during 
the test none are in hospital, 99 per cent. have been contributors 
to the egg-basket, so that laying has been above normal for the 
season. Broodiness has been very prevalent, 100 passing through 
the coops, three being noted moulting. ‘The ‘highest collection of 
eges was 420, on the 17th May, the lowest being 322 om the ist of 


June. 
DUCK SECTION. 

These competitors are in good health, except No. 7, which is 
lame. Egg production has been well maintained, and less second- 
grade than during any one month previously. Number 30 has 
again laid two eggs. Four ducks have laid the maximum number 
—28—in succession. 


EGG PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. 

Section No. 1. Championship (10 Birdsy—Messrs. Longworth 
Bros. (W.L.). 1239; Mrs. Crooks (W.W.), 1201; Mrs. Canning Roberts 
(W.L.), 1171; G. B. Metcalfe (B.L.), 1150: G. H Raymer (W.W.), 1013. 

Section No, 2. White Leghorns.—W. Mahon, 655; Jas. A. Rigby, 
612; Norman F. E. Kimberley, 603; Richard Bresley, 526; E. J. 
Stone, 514; Norval Swarbrick, 533. 

Section No. 3. White. Wyandottes._-Robert P. Virtue, 646; Mrs. 
Alee Wilson. 584; J. E. Helm, 648; Thomas Pinder, 534; James 
Hodgson, 539; Beaumont Moorehouse, 520. 

Section No. 4. Any Other Variety (Non-Sitting).—Mrs. J. H. 
Hill (B.L.), 513; Philip K. Berry (B.L.), 457; Ernest Jackson (B.L.), 
385; Robert H. Fawsett (B.L.), 472. 

Section No. 5. Any Other Variety (Sitting)—Tom Gardner 
(R.I.R.), 694; J. M. Thomas (R.1.R.), 602; F. and T. Lumb (R8.1.B), 
§72; R. Duckworth (R.I.R.), 539; J. Ashworth (R.1.R.), 522. 

Section No. 6. Two Birds.—Bolton and Gardner (R.I.R.), 288: 
Mrs. A Stow (WL.), 254; I. J. Stone (R.1.R.), 237; Henry Purves 
(W.L.), 236; T. H. Barker amd Sons (B.R.), 219 

Section 7. Single Birds.—Frank Heyworth (W.W.), 157; R. K 
Tallis (W.W.), 152; E J. Stome (W.L.), 145; Wm. Edmondson 
(R.U.R), 138; E. M. Saul (W.L.), 139. 

Section No. 8. Small Breeders—Wm. Machin (W.L.), 691; E. M. 
Saul (W.L.), 545; JT. Lindley (W.L.), 531; Eric Bernard Tingle 
(RI.R.). 490; Ellis Jenkinson (W.W.), 538. 

RP Section No.'9. Cross-breds.—Mrs. Clara Egar (B.M. and W.W.), 

Section No. 10. Ducks.—Wilson Beattie (K C.),603; Maunder 
and ae Oe (K.C.), 566; Oscar C. Brown (K.C.), 541; Chivers and Sons 

Section No. 11. One Duck.—Oscar C. Brown (K.C.), 144; Arthur 
C Marston. (K.C.), i116; Mrs E. M. Kirkley (W.R.). 96; Capt. P. C. 
Thompson (K.C ), 80. 
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PERSONAL. 


I cannot find words to thank the Council iand those 
inembers of the §.P.B-A. who go generously contii- 
buted to the splendid wedding gift presented me by 
our Rresidenti on July 8th. I can only assure you all 
that I am very deeply grateful. During the years I 
have been connected with our Association, «as 
Seeretary and Editor of “‘ Eges,’’ I have received 
many proofs of appreciation. Yet the work which it 
has fallen to my lot to do has only been made possible 
by the devoted serviees of the Council, and the loyalty 
of the members of the Association. I am glad of this 
opportunity of acknowledging the kindness and con- 
sideration which I have always received, and which 
has made my work for the S.P.B.A. more of a 
pleasure than a duty. 

TOM NEWMAN, 
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Correspondence. 


RABBITS 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—My remarks in the Market Advice Table 
of July lst seem to have aroused tremendous interest 
in members of the S.P.B.A., judging by the ar-ount 
of correspondence I have received, and although f 
have so far answered them all personally, I think 
that in view of the manmier im) which it has been taken 
up the answers I'am sending to the individuals 
should prove of interest to the whole of the members, 
and I give them for what they are worth. 

Rabbits for the Londom Market should be sent. the 
sarme day as they are killed, and cleam paunched and 
thoroughly cooled. They should be packed in nanging 
erates, provided by the saliesman, each erate holding 
86. They should be sent overnight to be deliv ered 
here first thing the following morning. 

With regard to realisation prices, I append at foot 
the approximate prices realised for best rabbits last 
year, but, of course, one must appreciate that it is 
impossible to state definitely the prices which 
will be realised this year, but it will give 
them a guidance to ian extent. I would sug- 
vest that ia much surer and safer way would be for 
them to make judicious enquiries from the persons 
who have been dealing in rabbits in their district, and 
find out what they pay.- I think they wall be agreeably 
Zia ele id at the lowness of the figure thiey state, and 
at; the game time it willl be a much more instructive 
way of finding out that end of the business than I can 
tell them. 

There are one or two things I must definitely 
impress upon them, and uf they ignore them I am 
afraid thley will jeopardise their chance of making the 
money that I state can be made. The first is that in 
very hot weather or muggy weather they must refrain 
from sending rabbits to London. They ame of a very 
very perishable nature during such peiiier: The 
second point is that when ‘t notify them to stand 
dowyn, it means that some district is perhaps rabbiting 
at full pressure, with the consequence that the London 
Market is flooded, and they must knioow that with a 
market flooded with any particular produce, there 
must be a very heavy fall in price, which only lasts 
whilst the glut is on, and the market quickly recovers. 
They will appreciate that my advice is given to prevent 
them sending, ‘and making a loss, and mot with the 
object off preparing them for a bad price, and they 
should so work to stand diown ion these occasions: 

Another point is with regard to suckers. These 
little chaps may he very nice to eat, but it does not 
alter the fact that their realisation value ion this market 
is twopence each. One will readily see that they do 
not pay for carriage, commissilon and trouble. Where 
ome finds he is forced to take a quantity of these, base 
the buying price accordingly, and dispose of them 
le ally, knowing that whatever one gets he is doing 
better than he would by sending them to London. 


A rabbit is saleable when iit igs full-sized, and fuil- 
sized means in the’ region of lbs. at the commence- 
ment of the seasiom, and 24lbs. later on. 

I trust I have now given sufficient information to 
enable those interested to get to work, find out the 
possibilities, and then write snd setthe any points 
before comraitting theruselves. 


APPROXIMATE PRICES FOR 


Month. Best. Medium. Small. 

s d s: d. Sod. 
September ASS, 1-3 OY 
October 12.36 TAQ 0 -9 
November 1 9 1235 1. 20 
December 5 ers | i338 dehy 
January 2.0 Leb 1) 
February 2 0 1-26 f=) 
March EG 126 1-0 
April 1.6 8 0 6 


Yours faithfully, 
: A. W. CLARKSON. 


APEX- HOUSES. 


To the Editor of ‘“ Eggs.”’ 


Sir,—I have just completed the construction of 
a medium-sized Apex house, which I propose using 
as a rough laying house for older stock, the par- 
ticulars of which may be of some interest to your 
readers. 

The size of the house is 42 ft. by 32 ft., and 
the height-in the centre is about 13 ft. 9 in. 
Although only to be used as sleeping and laying 
quarters, allowing 4 feet super per bird, this house 


. 


will accommodate 336 birds, and the cost of 
materials, exclusive of labour, works out at £40 
in round figures, or well under 2s. 6d. per head, 
which I claim to be the cheapest tne, we have 
on the market so far. 

The accompanying snapshots, if you can be 
prevailed upon to reproduce them, will give a better 
idea of my method of construction than reams of 
printing. 

The first snap (marked A) shows the frame- 
work. The rafters are 21 ft. of 4 in. by 2-in., 
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spaced 2 ft. apart. The two ends are stiffened 
by 4 in. by 4 in. uprights in the centre, 3 ft. apart 
and sunk 2 in. into the ground. Six inches from 
these are two further similar but shorter uprights. 
Purlins of 4 in. by 2 in. are nailed to the rafters 
the whole length of the building, back and front, 
and eight uprights, sunk equally 2 ft. into the 
ground, support these and keep the frame rigid. 

Three-inch wire netting is stretched over the 
whole framework, except the two doors at each 
end. 

Matching is then nailed the whole length, spaced 
2 ft. 6 in. apart, to take the felting with a six-inch 
overlap. 

I should mention that the rafters simply rest 
on the ground at the base, but to guard against 
rats I have sunk 1 in. wire netting 2 ft. into the 
ground the whole way round, covered with earth 
and turves with a surface drain to take away the 
water. 

The felting is very securely clouted down with 
galvanised clouts with 4 in. heads, every 2 in., 
and the base of the felt is covered with turves, so 
that the wind has nothing to get hold of. 


B 

The second snap (marked B) shows the building 
complete with four windows near the ground and 
six high up. I find this with the openings at the 
apex and the doors give me not only sufficient 
light but ample ventilation. 

_ The doors are double, wire and felt on wire at 
each end so that the outer door on the leeward 
side can be left open at night. 

It 1s placed in a windy spot, as may be gauged 
from the windmill just behind the house. 

Sketch C shows the mill as also the apex house, 
and one of the ordinary lean-to houses, 42 ft. by 
{5 ft., 7 ft. at back and g ft. at front, the roof 
of which was partially blown off during the gales 
last autumn. This latter house only takes about 
150 birds, allowing 4 ft. per bird, and the wood 
alone cost over £80, apart from felting windows, 
nails, etc. 

I find the lean-to houses far draughtier than the 
apex house appears to be, but, of course, I must 
admit.that it has not yet stood a winter. Fortu- 
nately even if it proves slightly draughty, my 
Marsh Daisies are quite equal to such minor dis- 
comforts. 


The perches, I might mention, are placed length- 
ways down the house, to the right and left of the 
two doors, and there is ample room to walk upright 
on each side of them. 

The nesting boxes I propose putting in tiers 
against the two ends, which of course are vertical. 

In conclusion, I should in fairness state that 
the specification of this house was suggested to 


Cc 
me by Mr. Longley, of Baldock, 


Herts, whose 


three-ply superfelt has been used in its con- 
struction. 

My cost of material is roughly as follows :— 
Timber ye a $2310.40 
Felt (12 rolls) eee Ag "0.0 
Netting: (3:seGlHsr ister cste::. yg” ees 
Nas: and. Clots. 44 52%. P3103 0 

Total 


£40°0 0 


Yours faithfully, 
FRANCIS J. HEMELRYK. 
Old Mill House, Partridge Green. 


DISEASE AND LARGE: UNITS. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,—May I trespass upon your space 
again in reply to “‘ C.E.E.,”” who has quoted my 
letter in your issue of the 17th ult. ? 

“C.E.E.” is seeking causes-——the knowledge of 
which, in my opinion, is the only remedy that will 
eradicate flock disease, of which roup is one of 
the most important. I answer his questions re- 
cording my own knowledge, [but I will not attempt 
to cross swords with the masters of the industry. 
I offer them to ‘‘C.E.E.”’ because I read from his 
letter that he shares my doubts as to the question 
of size of unit. 

Here are the points for and against in answer 
to his questions :— 

Quéstion 4.—The mating of large units.. A 
saving of cockerels, and if valuable birds are used 
this is a large sum. The saving of time in feed- 
ng, etc., and of ground, and plant, such as posts, 
wire and houses. The small unit has to compete 
with all the advantages of the large unit, but with 
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this latter unit we have the certain advantage of 
the higher flock average and more certain fertilisa- 
tion, which, to my way of thinking, 1s a most vital 
point in hatching. Whether the added costs of 
these two important points are commensurate 
with the return I am not prepared to say. 

An answer to Question No. 1 is difficult, but I 
do not believe it ts possible to rear 1,000 pullets 
from 4,500 eggs unless the birds were mated up 
in units of twelve, were hatched in hundred incu- 
bators, and brooded in fifties. Whether this is an 
economic proposition or not I cannot say. I 
believe the cost would almost equal the losses 
incurred by the large unit in flock disease. Rear- 
ing by hens 1s another method of which I have no 
great experience, but from figures I have obtained 
it 1s very costly for labour, and the price for 
broody hens is a serious one during the early 
hatches. 

Questions Nos. 2 and 3 I can only answer in a 
general survey. Here are my answers to ‘‘ Does 
he mean that the large unit 1s accountable for the 
high mortality? ’’ and ‘‘Is it his belief that it is 
occasioned by the lack of power to control the 
unit of 500 chicks?’ I have satisfied myself that 
the smaller the unit the higher the egg average, 
and [ am convinced that this applies to every 
section of poultry husbandry. The smaller the 
pen the greater the fertility. The .smaller the 
incubator unit the smaller percentage of infertiles, 
addled, etc. The smaller the brooder the smaller 
the percentage that will die from disease. I use 
the word ‘‘ percentage.’’ I.am not referring to 
actual QUANTITY—I am actually referring to 
percentage. 

To return, however, a moment to incubators, I 
use a certain kind of machine, -which, in my 
opinion, is the finest in the world, and yet the 229 
size shows at least 10 per cent. to 15 per cent. 
less hatch than does the 100/110 size. Small 
units unquestionably produce larger percentages, 
but) the relative costs—losses jagainst outlay— 
seem impossible to determine with. any degree of 
certainty. 

Poultry-keeping is my hobby, but it is a busi: 
ness hobby. I am quite satisfied it is not among 
those trades that give a handsome return for the 
capital invested, for this one reason, the danger 
of flock disease does not make it a fair commercial 
risk. The large unit will show a handsome return 
if one is prepared to gamble. Personally, backing 
a sporting chance is not part of my commercial 
trainmg. The average man would buy a certain 


6 per cent. return for his money\against.a doubt-: 


ful 33%. Of course, if the 334 chance turns up 
the 6 per cent... man generally envies him, but I 
beheve, Sir, that for a man to rear on the large 
unit system, with the increased possibility of flock 
disease, 1s taking a risk absolutely out of all keep- 
ing with the profit he may reap, remembering that 
serious flock disease may wipe out—quite easily— 
the acccumulated profit of ten years. 

From a sound commercial point of view the small 
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unit is the only way to produce chickens without 
taking risks far greater than is warranted by the 
possible profit. ; 

Nevertheless, I do not beheve that the small 
unit method will show a decent return. ~- This, 
however, is not the fault of the method. — It is’ 
simply the matter of the organisation of the 
industry itself, and when the time comes, as it 
certainly will, when English new laid eggs com- 
mand an economic price for the producer, the man 
with a disease-free, small unit poultry farm will” 
be the one who will prove my theory to be correct. 

Might I respectfully repeat, Sir, that these are 
my personal opinions, with which I am sure many 
with far more experience will entirely disagree ; 
but I am not immediately concerned with these 
divergent opinions. I have only endeavoured to 
answer the queries of ‘‘ C.E.E.,’’ who shares, I 
bbelreve,. with me the opinion that the small unit is 
the only line upon which the poultry industry can 
develop as a paying proposition. 

Yours faithfully, 
HS 

P.S.—Without venturing to criticise the methods 
of Mr. Toovey, who I am sure shares the sympathy 
of all poultry farmers worthy of the name, I would 
add that the only hospital which finds a place in 
my small organisation is located immediately 
below my copper! 


AN ENQUIRY INTO-ROUP. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir.--It is obvious that Mr. Toovey’s recent 
articles on Roup have been eagerly read, anid further 
instalments impatiently awaited. 

The widespread interest aroused by these articles, 
the painful reminder of this ever-present lurking 
danger, the sympathy which the whole industry is 
showing for Mr. Toovey, together with the realisation 
of the sad truth that advancing science has, so far, 
failed to point the way to the mastery of this disease, 
gives one pause at such a time, and sets one wonder- 
ing whether a unique opportunity is mot now offered 
to the industry to seize on this passing moment to take 
action, and try to obtain for itself definite step 
forward. 

Mr. Toovey closes his. article in ‘‘ Eggs ’’ of 17th 
June with the paragraphs :— 

“If other sufferers will. communicate their ex- 
periences, even anonymously, as may be quite ~ 
necessary, we may, between us, be able to: do 
some good.”* 

‘‘T feel quite sure the disease can be cured and 
can be stayed before complete ruin takes place, 
ete. gee Vas eae 

Mr Toovey proposes pooling the experiences of 
sufferers for the benefit of others—truly a grand lead, ~ 
and worthy of its author, and I trust that both he and 
those associated with him will realise that I am only 
following that much-apprectated lead if I give my ~ 
grounds for making a further and more far-reaching 
suggestion. 
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Suffering is undoubtedly an able teacher, but it is 
yn unfortunate, though natural fact, that not all 
jwufferens are capable of making correct deductions, or 
of coming to sound conclusions; few indeed are sufli- 
jiently equipped scientifically, not all can keep an 
yen mind, many are biassed, depression obscures the 
aew of others. One recommends one treatment, one 
mother, and who is to say which is, or is not, right 
om wrong. 

Mr ‘Toovey is right, however, for is not the whole 
ndustry a sufferer, and the greatest ione of all, in .a 
vider sense of the word? 

May I suggest a far more comprehensive pooling of 

xnowledge than. outlined by Mr. Toovey, namely, that 
the Minister of Agriculture be approached through the 
National Poultry C vouncil, with the object of oetting an 
ficial Committee of Enquiry set up, with their terms 
of reference CONFINED SOLELY to searching out 
he causes, prevention and cure of Roup in alll its forrrs, 
vith special recommendations for the guidance of 
‘uture research. 
| The Chairman of this Committee shiould be a man 
of wide experience in conducting enquiries, appointed 
oy the Minister of Agriculture, and he should be 
assisted by most carefully picked, practical and ‘scienti- 
ic men, selected with due regard to their abil lity to 
prosecute an enquiry. 
This Committee should have the power to invite and 
‘xamine in secret session any person connected with 
‘he Industry or its associated sciences. By this means 
hey should be able to collect iand collate every scrap 
f useful. evidence available, and Ibe able to reach 
horoughly-informed conclusions. 

I am not by any means blind to the difficulties of 
jazrying this suggestion through. On the other hand, 
-would not have written it were I not satisfied as to 
ts practicability. 
| Since drafting the foregoing, I have received my 
topy of “‘ Egos’’ of Ist July, and see it stated therein 
shat you, sir, propose to move aj resolution at the next 
necting of the National Poultry Parliament asking for 
t a to be formed to enquire into and report 

“Roup and other Poultry Diseases,”’ ete. 
phat is good reading, for it shows that we are all 
aited in thinking that this is the psychological 
noment to make a move. 

May I give a reason or two why I think an official 
snaguiry would be more valuable tham that apparently 
suggested. 

| ( (1) From considerable experience of Hechraaal en- 
Juries, I have learned that thie vallue of a Committee 
£ Enquiry depends, not so much. on: their personal 
woround knowledge of the subject under enquiry (pro- 
vided some off the members are experts) as on their 
ibility to enquire. This applies with very particular 
force to the President or Chairman. 

‘The Ministry of Agriculture lhas a very much wider 
shoice of personnel, ‘and is much more familiar with 
the conduct of enquiries than amy private association, 
1owever comprehensive, can be. They would naturally 
md gladly seek the full support, advice and co-opera- 
om of the National Poultry Coumeill. 

(2) To suggest an enquiry extending to. ‘‘other poul- 
ry diseaises, ’ is, I fear, to confuse the issue, and 
ilraost to ensure lack of useful mesults, as the field of 


| 
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enguiry would be altogether too extensive for any one 
carnmittge tio Cope with in: any reasonable time (I am 
tempted to think within any reasonable expectation of 
human life), and, if attempted, the work could nit be 
sufficiently thorough to command unquestioned 


authority. 
(3) If a successful enquiry was carried out into Rioup 
we can be pretty sure that others would follow. One 


good thing at a time is sufficient fior the day. 

As an enquiry into Roup seems a possibility, let us 
have the very best enquiry by the very best enquirers 
obtainable 

It is as welll that we should aill be of the same 
mind, and I suggest that you, Sir, with your well- 
known. literary ability, test the feeling of the Associla- 
tion on. this matter, so that when the right moment 
comes, the S.P.B.A. may, through you, speak with 
one voice, and that no uncertain one. 

Yours faithfully, 
Ae Oe TTP PIT: 


THE SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. ~— 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Kewley, Lt.-Col. E. R., Little Dean House, Stockbridge, Hants. 
McIntyre, James, 22, John’s Lane, Charlotte St., Leith. 
Deboos, F., The Chestnuts, Inverness Rd., Laindon, Essex. 
Davis, Ed,., ‘‘ Oaklands,” Hert. Agric. Institution, - 
s St. Albans, Herts. 
Meeres, W., Mill House, West Tilbury, Essex. 
Carter, T. Maxwell-, 2, Corringham Rd., Stanford-le-Hope, Essex. 
Gardiner, Capt. J., Bramble Barn, Four Marks, nr. Sane 
ants. 
Gaut. E., Barnham P.F., Thetford, Suffolk. 
Pratt, H, W., Chesford Grange, mr. Kenilworth, Warwick. 
Barnes, W. R., 7, Manvers Rd., Highwoods Rd., Mexborough, 
nr. Rotherham. 
Parry, C., Burthwaite Fruit and P.F., Burthwaite, nr. Carlisle. 
Starkie, Harold, Batty Hole Farm, Briercliffe, nr. Burnley. 
McCance, David, Knockagoney, Strandtown, Belfast. 
Henderson, Dr. A., Heath Office, Anzac Avenue, Auckland, N.Z. 
Wakelin, J. R., 79, Broxtowe Drive, Mansfield, Notts. 
Overman, Miss B., The Manor House, Weasenham, 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 
Leadbetter, A., Coppice P.F., Old Birmingham Rd.,. Lickey, 
nr. Bromsgrove. 


AVERAGE ‘EGG PRICES. 


A member near Southport has written asking if 
I could find out for him from members resident in 
the district, the average egg prices in the following 
markets :—Ormskirk, Garstang, Preston. 

If anyone could pass on this information I should 
be glad. to receive it. 


———— 


GLAMORGAN AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 


COUNTY EGG-LAYING TRIALS, 1924-25. 


Report for 9th month—From 19th Oct., 1924, to 22nd Aug., 1925. 

Light Breeds.—J. Joshua, ‘Tondu (W.L.), 427; R.- J. Evans, 
Abertridwr (W.L.), 406; Howell & Phillips, Barry (W.L.), 354; 
Mrs. E: H. Parry, Llantwit Major (W.L.), 301; H. Hopkins, Port 
Talbot (W.L.), 358; D. A. Hann, Pengam (W.L.), 306. 

Heavy Breeds.—J. Joshua, Tondu (R.1.R.), 582; R. J. Evans, 
Abertridwr (R.1.R.), 549; A. Evans, Barry (R.I.R.), 496; Harrop- 
Griffiths & Hall, Bridgend (R.I.R.), 448; J. R. Thomas, Barry 
‘R.TR.). 418: J. H. Williams, Pontardulais (W.W.), 484. 

During the 9th monthly period Dry Mash birds laid: ist 
erade, 902; 2nd grade, 337; underweight and not scored, 29. Wet 
Mash hirds laid: ist grade, 717; 2nd grade, 342; underweight 


and not scored, 26. 
C. F, DUNKLEY, Manager. 


‘ 
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Market Report, VEggs.? 


The Official Organ of the Scientific Poultry Breeders’ 


Association. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING Wednesday, July 15th, 1925. 
FRIDAY, JULY 10th. 1925, 


GRAIN. AND FSEDING STUFFS.—English wheat is rather 


more inquired tor at London, where steadier prices ruled at the CONTENTS. 


close, but elsewhere quotations continue to decline slowly, and 
the average rate this week is barely ils. 10d. per cwt, im- 
ported wheats are again easier all round. Last week’s prices SEs 
ure about held.for both English and imported barleys, but little 


trade is reported. kinglish oats command late rates, good EDITORIAL 5 
samples of ‘‘ whites” being very scarce. Imported oats move . ; — ‘s ‘4 
slowly, and some descriptions make rather less money. Stocks THE USE OF POULTRY AGAINST FARM PESTS 4 
ot old crop maize are about cleared; new crop Argentine sells MODERN POULTRY FEEDIN oye ee 43 
at a slight reduction, but, with more inquiry, Bessarabian has oa 
advanced 1s. per quarter at Hull. 1 TH CHINCHILLA RABBIT FOR FUR oll hn ae en 
Trade for millers’ offals shows a little improvement and are a rz: 5 S| 
quotations are the turn against buyers in some cases. Meals NOTES ON UTILITY DUCKS 4 
have fluctuated, but generally the tendency is towards lower PBA. 4 
rates, the demand being fairly quiet. Oil cakes remain‘ an 5.P.B vr | 
inactive trade. ANSWERS TO QUERIES 4 
MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 17s; urls POST-MORTEMS oe <r | 
£6 28; Liverpool, £6 15s; London, £6 10s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 3 
£9 7s; Hull, £7 2s; London, £8 5s. Middlings—l'ine (Imported): NORTHERN UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY'S LAYING 
London, £9 2s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £8 5s; Liver- COMPETITION Ss eas Ste <a 
pool, £8; London, £7 10s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 17s; CE 
Hull, £7; Liverpool, £7; London, £7, Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 17s; CORRESPONDENCE ay ren se oe: nae vos ove 
Liverpool, £7 5s; London, £7 15s. -MEAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, Biss Mas as 
£11 i7s; Hull, £11 10s; London, £12. Maize Meal: Bristol, £12 2s; MARKET KEPORI 


Hull, £10 10s; Liverpool, £10 15s; London, £11 10s. Maize Meal 
(S. African): Bristol, £10 10s; Hull, £9 5s; Liverpool, £9 5s; 
London, £9 2s. Maize Germ Meal: Bristol, £10 15s: Hull, £9 10s; 


| 
| 


London, £9. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11; London, £10. Contributions.—The Editor will always be be ob to consti 
Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £9 10s; Liverpool, contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 

£9 10s; London, £9 15s. Bean Meal: Bristol, £13 15s; Hull, 

£11 13s; London, £13. Fish Meal: Bristol, £20 10s; Hull, e195 Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existenay q 
Liverpool, £18 10s; London, £19 10s. “ Eggs" to their poultry-keeping friends. 


BARA : 5 Subscriptions to ‘“ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for if 
EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. months, 3s. 3d, three months, post free. : | 


Supplies of eggs, although light, are generally sufficient for 


: : Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum, 
requirements, trade ruling rather slow at the increased quota- a : 4 


tions. A scarcity of first-class English eggs is reported at Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, Thi 

London, where high prices are realised. | Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 
Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 16s 0d, 13s 6d: Irish, 

15s 3d, 14s 0d: Danish, 16s 9d, 16s 3d; Dutch, 16s 9d, 15s 9d; Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editer, The Beeches 

French, i4s 9d, 14s 0d; Belgian, 15s 6d, 14s 0d: Lithuanian, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


12s 9d, 11s 6d; Russian, iis 3d, 9s 9d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, is 10d, is 5d; Irish, 
1s 5d, 1s 1d; Others, 1s 8d, 1s 3d. Ducks, is 5d, 1s 3d. Geese, 
1s id didi All communications with regard to Advertisements should bi 

EGGS | addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘‘ Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe -Street 
ETD +6 | London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894, : 


a Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 0d: Second, 1s iid. Birmingham: 
First, 1s 64d; Second, is 54d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 1d; Second, 
2s Od. Chelmsford: First, is 93d; Second, is 8d. Colchester, 


Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first pa 
of classified advertisements. 


First, 2s O0d;. Second, is 73d. Doncaster: First, is 10d: Second, aa Cy ere re | 
1s\ 9d. Dorchester: First, is 10€; Second, 1s 8d. Exeter: First, | 
is 6d. Hereford: First, 1s 6d. King’s Lynn: First, is 9d: Second, NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS, 
Is 7d. Llandilo: First, 1s 4d. Mold: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 6d. | : 
Montgomery: First, 1s 5d. Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 6d: Second, | Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of “ Eggs,” it i 
1s Sd. Norwich: First, 1s 10d. Oswestry: First, 1s 7d; Second, imperative that new advertisements and alterations are recei 

1s 6d. Penzance: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 4d.. Saffron Walden: by FIRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in 

First, 2s 14d; Second, is 8d. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 4s 93d; following Wednesday's issue. It is hardly necessary to add thai 
Second, is 84d. Salisbury: First, 1s 94d; Second, 1s 83d. Skipton: the earlier in the week we receive copy the better it is for every 
First, 1s 5d. Truro: First. 1s 4d; Second, 1s 3d. Welshpool: one conterned. a 
First, 1s 8d; Second, is 7d. *Carlisle: First, 1s 7d. *Derby: eee Te ae eg 
Bee ie Be: sae First, 1is*9d; Second, 1s 6d. *Lincoln: #4 
First, 1s 8d, +Shrewsbury: First, is ; Second, 1s 7d. *York: =f 
First, Is 10d; Second, is 9d. re : : se PROOFS. = 


FOWLS. We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com: 
Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 7d: Second, 9d. Doncaster: lete copy ts to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
First, t5s 0d; Second, #48 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 6d. Hereford: P PY y 0 0 


First, cee Llandilo: First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. Newport MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 


» 1s 9d; Second, 1s 4d. Truro: First, 1s 5d. *Derby: 


First, | 158 Od; Second, 44s 0d. *Ipswich: First, 28 Od: Second. WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 
s ¢ 


*Lincoln ; First, 45s 6d; Second, #4s 0d. *Shrewsbury: 3 


First, 1s 6d; Second, is 4d. *York: First, 45s 6d; Second, +4s 6d. —— | 

DUOKS. 25, Woodland Road, Barry Dock, Glam. 

_ Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, is 6d; Second, 1s 4d. Doncaster: Dear Sir;—I am only is backyarder, yer aes Bae f : hare | 
First, tts Od: Second, 44s 6d. Exeter: First, is 5d. Hereford: learnt already quite a jot from its columns, @ baie: bringin 

First, 18 4d. Llandilo: First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. *Derby: First, your paper before my fellaw-members of the Barry Fur and 

t5s 0d; Second, 44s 0d. Feather Society at our next meeting. With. anticipatory eee | 

* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- Youre faithfully, | 

‘ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 


paid to producers by retailers. }| Per head. (Signed) F. CURLEG % 


Wednesday, July 22nd, 1925. 


THE | 
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(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLPH MEECH). 
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Buttercup. Duke of Wellington. 


| White Runner Duck, No. 401, in 
* Small. Flock in National Test, 1923-24, 
| has laid 267 eggs in 267 days, from 

Oct. 2nd, 1924, to June 12th, 1925. 


'“Daisy,” Champion W.R., laid 300 
@ggs in 366 days in N.T., 1921-1922. 
511 eggs in 2 years. 


Fawn and’ ~ White;:,Runner. Dam 
Lady Knight laid 363 eggs in 365 
days in New Zealand Test. Daughter 
laid’ 294 -eggs?oin 11 months in 
National Test, 1923-24. Grand- 


daughters \won ‘‘ Feathered World ”’ 


Breed’ Cup)’'Li. and’ N.E, Rly. Cup, 


U.D.C. Cup, Gold and Silver Medals, 

and First Prize Birmingham ; 

“* Daily Mail ’’ Silver Cup in National 
Test, 1923-24, 


STOCK BIRDS. 


ANCONAS, 
LICHT SUSSEX, 
WHITE WYANDOTTES, 
WHITE LECHORNS, 
RHODE ISLAND REDS. 


Pullets and Cockerels, a Fas Stock Drakes & Ducks 


(DAISY.) 
1925. ; from 10/6—63/- each. 


Pens of 5 Ducks, 1924, and 
a Drake, 1925, can now he 
ordered. 


UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS.—DuckKs and Drakes. 


Pitmore Poultry Farm, Dear Sir, Benenden School, Kent. 
Worplesdon, Surrey. The ducks are laying splendidly. Please send your Mating 
Dear Sir, Q1st Feb., 1925. List for 1925. M. WHYTE. 
The drake arrived in splendid condition. I am very pleased a a +e . a 
with him. Many thanks 24 sending such a fine bird. Dearsir’ : AE gonurch ee Popeater. 
Yours truly, JOHN M. WARDE. I received drake to-day quite all mght, and am very well 
pleased with him, Yours, A. AUSTELL. 


Ash Tree Farm, Shelf, Halifax. 


Dear Sir, sire July Ist, 1925. Sherborne, Warwick. 
Allow me to thank you ‘or the sitting of ducks’ eggs you Dear Sir, 27th Feb., 1924. 
sent me. Also for tke very kind way you have dealt with me. The drake arrived quite safely: I like him very much. 
Yours, H. CROSSBY. Rk. E. NEGUS. 


R. H. BERNEY, * “Harrenven,’ HERTS. 


a) TRAINED. 


SA) ANNTEDUDUTUADEDRACAOAUUTOTATA EVE VEATACOOR CRD ASEATA DAA ELEEA OU GSUAEO EY ARDEG ETDS ERE RUDE 


ULE LLL LL LUE TTT TTT 


Pay 4% 


% Sandowa, 
IW. 


SERENA 


Why You should buy Our Pullets 


WYANDOTTES. LEGHORNS. 
BECAUSE 


These birds are early hatched, and lay when 
eges are scarce, and dear. 

Only strong, healthy. birds, selected for laying 
qualities, are sent out. 

The birds are reared under ideal conditions, 
and fed the best foods, so are fitted for any 
-cimate. 


It is our business to save you the cost and trouble 
of rearing, and send you the goods ready for work. 


Fp 
s WINTE™ 


WRITE FOR OUR 1925 PRICE LIST. 
STAT 


COMPARE THESE PRICES. 


The ‘‘ ROYAL "’ Laying House, as supplied to 
H.R-H. THE PRINCE OF WALES. 


Brief Specification:—Selected best quality fin. T.G. & V- -jta. 
Red Deal matching. Framework of 2in. x itin,, 2in. x 2in., 
2in. x din., ete., as required according to size of house. Floor on 
3in. x 2in. joists. Roof. felted good quality Bitumen felt, 
well bettened down. Outside treated preservative. All 
necessary ironmongery supplied. 

Semi-span roof as illustrated; outside nest boxes with felted 
tops, Floor Lights in -back and front, as shown. Complete 


in every detail. 
Sizes and Pwices, including Floors, Roofs Felted and Treaited 


Preservative. 

No. 1.—10ft. x 10ft. x 7ft. 6ins. £18 10 0 
2.—20ft. x 10ft. x 7ft. 6ins. 30 10 0 
3.—30ft. x 1Oft. x T7ft. 6ins. 4210 0 
4,—40ft. x 10ft. x 7ft. 6ins. 5410 0 
5.—h50ft. x 10ft. x 7ft. 6ins. 65 0 0 

Carriage Paid 100 miles, 
Larger sizes quoted for on receipt of particulars. 5 per cent. 
Discount allowed to Members S.P.B.A. and N.U.P.S. 
Send to-day for Free Illustrated Catalogue, which gives 


full particulars. 


W. & T. MARKHAM (2), Queniborough, Leicester. 
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‘“Heydown Strains on to your rar 


The day has passed when breeding stock was chosen on i 
the strength of high records alone. High fecundity with. ‘ 
out stamina can only make for retrogression. ¥ 

= 


Nowadays, the discerning buyer demands a satis: ~ 
factory answer to the following vital questions before | 
making his choice:— 


1. Are the parent birds, blood-tested and proved non: 
carriers of disease? < 

2. Are they from  progeny-tested and 
recorded stock? 

3.. Is the price one which allows of a reasonable profit? a 


It is because the “ Heydown ” strains comply with all — 
these demands that they are to he found on many — 
hundreds of active money-making establishments Envonet 
out the British Isles. 


John H Dowden & Son were the pioneer large ‘breeder 
to’ blood-test the whole of their breeding stock. ‘They 
trap-nest 2,000 pullets and hens throughout the year. It © x 
is this combination of fecundity with stamina which helps — 
to make the ‘‘Heydown ” strains Pre-eminent, z 


We now offer 1924 hens, three months old pullets and 
cb aletaea recorded cockerels in our five varietieg:— 
WT, WLW.,, RIOR: BOL... & LS. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
Heydown - Heathfield - Sussex. 


individuallys 4) 


Gnsult PH PPS letburne 


= 


possible 


ee ee 7 


When. you best 


POULTRY HOUSES 


at the Keenest Prices. 


require the 


Carriage Paid 
in England 
and Wales. 


consult “PHIPPS, of HARBORNE,” 

you'll save money and ensure entire 

satisfaction. ; 

: 25 year’s experience, combined with 

: wee specialised production facilities, ensure 

COTSWOLD that Poultry Houses built by “ PHIPPS™ 
Super- are absolutely without equal. ; 

Intensive ‘ 

Gakee: Comparison will convince you—write NOW 

for 124 Page  Iilustrated Catalogue, — 

Sizes from 6ft. which is Free and Post Free, g 


to 100Ft. in a 


Jength. Prices A. E. W. PHIPPS, a 
f £ . id, 
SPRL HARBORNE, BIRMINGHAM 


No. 4, 


ai 


“ COTSWOLD" | 


Editorial. 


Sea a ee ee 
FROM S. AFRICA. | 


| We have received the following letter from Mr. J. 
7. Pollard, writing from Uitenhage :— 


|“ here is to-day a big opening for experiment. You cannot 
purself, or any single individual, undertake tiliis, but we cam 
jl share. In the breeding’ of poultry there are many factors. We 
feed to eliminate or fix them, as the case may ibe. The com- 
ercial egg farmer aims at increased production. The question 
|, first you breed within a strain, sire and dam pedigreed from 
|yers—-you expect the offspring to be wood layers, with little 
Imation. Secondly, you breed within ihe breed, but from diffe- 
int streins—sive and dara pedigreed from layens. Are you right 
| expecting equal laying im the offspring, as im the fiust instance, 
id with as little variation in type, in size, in size of egg, etc. Will 
at factor vary any more than in the first instance? Thirdly, 
um breed a ‘rst-cross sires dam, pedigreed from layers as- in 
e first and second examples. The variation becomes greater— 
pe, colour, everything—but will not the egg factor remain ? 
surthly, can we carry this one step further, and by mating 1a 
digreed male to a pedigreed first-cross, still be sure of the egg 
cor? Can this not be tested? Tests have been made in 
nerica—pedigree males mated to ondinairy farm stock—the off- 
nme again mated to pedigree males, with the improvement in 
é egg yield w!l along the line. (Why then should any retrogade 
ap-bs found in the way I suggest? It is not reversing the 
ocess, because male and femaile are pedigreed for egg pro- 
ection 
A couple of subjects came up in a recent number of 
fggs’’ that perhaps South African experience may throw some 
fht upon. First: Toe-picking. You are inclined to believe this 
due to the bright weather We have brilliant: sunshiny days, 
en frent chicken houses, but toe-picking is unknown—practi- 
lly all yellow leg breeds. Is it not possible tthat it is due to 
swded anarters When I was last in Hngland I went through 
me large poultry farms. You have ito keep the chickens warm. 
€ give them plenty of space to run albout, the sun keeps 
am warn 
Secondly: Altitude ond Incubation. Until two years ago I 
mubatied at an altitude of 3,500 feet. The chicks nearly always 
tched on the 20th day, I don’t think ailtitude has anything to 
with the time the chicks hatch. (Although our seasons are 
it the reverse of yours, we have already several \batches of chicks 
Wivalent to batching in October and November ‘with you. These 
ty early chicks thrive.’’ 


Mr Pollard is correct in saying that -no singic 
dividua! can undertake the experimentai work ccn- 
cted with these breeding problems. He is certainiy 
tht when he says we can all take a share im the 
wk. We hope that in the near future the S.P.B.A. 
be ina position to make some experiments in the 
rection he indicates. 

His letter is interesting. This question of variation 
the hig problem of the breeder. and for generations 


has generally been accepted that the only meams of, 


‘eventing wide variation was to breed im line. It is, 
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however, not always understood that selection for the 
desired characters must precede line-breeding, and that 
before “ breeding in’’ is attempted. there must be 
“breeding out,’’ -ie-, the elimination of undesirable 
characters. ‘This can only be acomplished by selec-. 
tion. When we speak of line-breeding to ‘‘ fix’’ a 
character, we reallly mean that we line-breed im order 
to prevent, as far as possibile, the introduction of other 
characters which may be dominant to those for which 
selection has been made. If we mate two individuals 
from the game family or straim which have been con- 
tinuously selected for certain characters to the. exclu- 
sion of others, then necessarily the variation will be 
comparatively small, out we have to rermember the 
individual carries all the characters of his race, and 
however careful our selection may have been, thiese are 
likely to appear in a percentage of the progeny. 

We have now to deal with Mr. Pollard’s second 
question. If we breed within the breed, but from 
different strains—sire and dam pedigreed—can we 
expect equal laying in the offspring, as when breeding 
within the stra. In answering this one has to be 
careful. There is good reason to believe that this 
would be the case. We can expect equal laying in the 
offspring, but it would be a great mistake to say 
definitely that it would be so. We are, of course, 
assuming that selection has been for the same specific 
purpose. ‘That the characters for which selection has 
been made are dominant ion both sides. We could not 
expect equal laying af the mating was pedigreed 
Utulity Buff Orpingtons and Pedigreed Exhibition Buff 
Orpington, although it would be “‘within the breed.”’ 

In iour opinion if you breed within the breed, the 
egg factor will remain, provided always selection is 
made for high fecundity. Whether we can carry this 
further by mating a pedigree maile to pedigree first- 
cross females, and to be stall sure of the egg factor, 
it is impossible at present to siay. Certainly it could be 
tested. 

Again, if we ‘are dealing with reallly highly fecund 
stock, which has been selected for generations, we are 
of opinion that the egg factor willl remain, and that 
there will not be the wide vamiatiion which we have been 
taught to believe. 

It is practically admitted that as far as variation 
is concerned, we have generalised too much. It is 
hard to discover a reason, where selection has been 
miade for along period for a specific factor, why the 
mere fact of crossing with iamiother variety which has 
also been selected for the same factor would result in 
breat variation or in reversion, but the test must be 
made. 

Mir. Pollard remarks that tests have been made in 
America. Pedigree males mated to ordinary farm 
stock, and the offspring again mated to pedigree males, 


with improvement in the egg yield all along the iline. 
If he will forgive our saying so, we do mot think 
this has much bearing on the question. Improvement 
would necessarily follow allong the line, because we 
begin ab a very lloww stanidand. We are at the present 
moment discussing highly fecund stock, where both 
male iand female are pedigreed for egg production. The 
question is whether this cross will tend to reversion , 
and it is acknowledged that whem we cross there is a 
tendency in this direction, or whether, because of the 
continuous selection for high fecundity, this character 
has become fixed, and is not affected by the crossing. 

We are bound to get variation in type amd in size. 
Whether we should get it in size of egg would depend 
unon the pedigree of the selected birds. 

We know enough niow to be certain that the mere 
mating of two large egg stnain birds does not suffice 
to secure all diange eggs in the progeny. , 

It is possible the mating of two different strains of 
Wyandottes selected for large eggs might result in 
reversion to the small eggs to some extent, but these 
are all matters which need imvestigation. What Mr. 
Pollard has to say on the question of toe-picking is of 
great interest. It is possible, as he says, that the 
birds are not in crowded quarters. In California, also 
a land of bright sunshine, toe-picking assumed serious 
dimensions until the plan was hit upon off blhue-wash- 
img the brooder houises. 

Finally, Mr. Pollard disposes of the suggestion that 
egies incubated at a high altitude take longer to hatch 
than those at a comparatively low one. 


EE 


LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY 
SOCIETIES’ LAYING COMPETITION. 


Held at the Lancashire COUNTY COUNCIL FARM, Hutton, under 
the supervision of Mr. 0. H, Dobbin, the County Poultry 
Instructor. 


The following birds have laid 190 eggs or over to date :— 
W.L., No. 1, 27, 39; W.W. No. 37, W.L. 57 and 92 have never laid 
an egg, but 92 visits the nest nearly every day and shows all 
signs of a good layer. This bird has been .credited with an egg 
that was broken, but apparently she never laid it. R.I.R. No. 69 
laid over 30 eggs in the early stages, but although she visite 
the nest frequently never lays. The health of the birds are 
better, only one case of roup during the month. Several birds 
broody during month. 

NINTH MONTH’S REPORT—28th May to June 24th, 1926. 


The following are the leading positions in each section, 
showing number of eggs and points for the nine months:— 


Section 1,—White Leghorns—Large Breeders (3 _birds).—k. 
Beeseley, 516, 2859; E. Cam, 500, 2840; J. Booth, 523, 2812; A. C. 
Harrison, 479, 26194; W. Hammett, 446, 25693; R. Moon and Sons, 
463, 2386. 

Section 2.—A.0.V. Light Breeds—Large Breeders (3 birds).— 
O. Rawlinson, 500, 2563; Mrs. J, H. Hill, 348, 1749; J. D. Willaey, 
328, 1619; F. Lord, 341, 15654; H. Hilton, 308, 1477; W. Hamnett (1 
dead), 279, 1467. 


Section 3.—White Wyandottes—Large Breeders (3 birds).— 
©. Bates, 484, 2780; J. R. Dawson, 419, 2395; Mrs. 8. Sefton, 449, 
2347; W. Hamnett, 407, 2328; P, Williamson (2 dead), 365, 2220; (Ge 
Holden, 411, 2218. 


Section 4.—A.0.V. Heavy Breeds—Large Breeders (3 birds).— 
F. Harvey, 514, 2575; W. Weardon and Sons, 450, 2439; T. Edmund- 
son, 407, 2267; A. T. Walker, 402, 2225; T. Braithwaite, 379, 2199; 
G. Cobham, 428, 2120. 


Section 1.—Light Breeds—Small Breeders (single birds).—W. 
Fletcher, 166, 915; J. Stamley, 150, 905; F. Wilkinson, 189, 8913; W. 
Ashton, 157, 889; G. A. Wolstenholme, 154, 861; H. West, 155, 850. 


Section 2.—Heavy Breeds—Small Breeders (single birds).— 
.) 9 if Feaneon, ai Ne ; ee re re mc 154, 796; H. wane 
> 3 5 obinsen, may 2: ae: WwW ; 
Mallow. 135, 669. alton, 151, 730; Mrs. J. A. 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


I have received the following letter from Mr. J} 
Miglioretti, which I am sure will be of interest &| 
my readers. To the value of milk I have re} 
peatedly drawn attention in these, columns for | 
number of years :=— | 


“Dear Sir,—Perhaps you will allow me to tender you | 
most sincere thanks for ‘the pleasure and profit derived from) 
reading your admirable publication .“‘ Eggs,’ and wihille I aa} 
not a member of the S.P.B.A..1 should certainly consider i>] 
privilege if a ‘foreigner’ (though all the same a Biritig| 
producer) were allowed to voice a conviction “with regard t 
time and milk as valuable requisites to the successful rearin| 
of chicks. 

My methods in ‘this direction have been to:— 

(1) Freely sprinkling fresh powdered lime in soft, dee’ 
litter, renewing litter as frequently as necessary. 
(2) Giving the chicks no water at all for the first 61] 
weeks, and allowing them plenty (ad hb.) goats’ mil] 
instead. 

I have thus only had three cases of leg weakness out { 
1,700 chicks in a twelvemonth, and these were due to ‘tl 
litter getting wet, and it escaping my notice. I entirely agri 
with Mr. Somerville, but do not think that goats’ milk wi 
cause bowel trouble unless the goats were very fooushly fed « 
cake. | 
It may further interest you that Leghorn cockerels picked | 
17 days to 24 days old and given nothing but goats’ milk | 
ten weeks old, scaled, when finished, at 11 weeks old, 3 lh) 
each. I have plenty of witnesses to prove this sibatemer| 
Thus the early Leghorns are very paying propositions. Thr| 
or four good goats are an absolute necessity to the one-mi) 
poultry farmer who wants to study £ s. d. of poultry farmil} 
for a living (table birds, stock birds, etc.) . 

Another point in favour of goats’ milk is that the sto! 
thus reared willl not be subject to chills and the consequen¢ 
thereof nearly so easily if only a little cod liver: oil we 
administered at thinee weeks old and again at six weeks.”’ | 

Yours faathiully, | 
J. MIGLIORETTI. | 
i} 

I am a little surprised that Mr. Mighoret 
should find it necessary to give cod liver oil | 
addition to the goats’ milk, assuming the latt 
to be full milk and not skimmed or diluted in aj 
way. The milk should be rich in the vitamin | 
and of, course, its lime content would be sufficie 
for all purposes, especially as the chicks are giv) 
it ad. lb. | 

In the second lot of the Wellingham experiment 
where dried buttermilk was used, not the slighte 
trouble was experienced with leg weakness, a 
no cod liver oil was used there. However, 
must be conceded that the cod liver oil appears 
be the real specific for leg weakness. Whetl 
we can find something which would be equa 
effective and less troublesome to give remains 
be seen. At any rate, as it appears likely the 
will be some demand for it by poultry-keepers, 
is time that we were on the look out for 
efficient substitute, for, of a certainty, with t 
increased demand would come the increase in pri 
which may some day ‘be prohibitive. 
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FISH MEAL. 


| Complaints continue to arrive as to birds turn- 
ng purple in the comb, decreased egg production, 
und diarrhoea. Many of these have been traced 
jo the use of fish‘meal of inferior quality. I think 
veaders should pay a little more attention to this 
matter, and if they cannot buy on a guaranteed 
analysis, at least they could take the precaution 
© see that these meals do not contain an excess 
f oil, which is generally the cause of the symp- 
coms given above. 

» As a rule. these inferior fish meals are a dark 
shocolate colour. If laid on a sheet of paper it 
uickly becomes oily, the smell is far more notice- 
able than in a really good sample. There is a 
sremendous lot of fish meal on the market which 
's only suitable for manural purposes, and we shall 
fave to induce the National Poultry Council to 
take action in this and other matters to prevent 
its sale. — 

_ Complaints have been rather numerous this year, 
and one always notices that as the price of food- 
istuffs rise there is a great increase of inferior 
isamples placed on the market. We experience 
that not only with fish meals, but also with maize 
by-products, with dried milk and many other 
poultry foods. 


| DRY MASH FEEDING. 
| I have received the following question from one 
of our readers :— 


‘A poultry expert at a certain show told 
me that if you feed dry mash for over five 
years your birds deteriorate in size—is this 
tue ce? 


I do mot know who the expert was jat this 
particular show, all I can say is that he was talk- 
ing absolute nonsense. I have fed dry mash for 
jover eight years, and know scores of others who 
have done so, and there has been no deterioration 
jin size of the birds. 
| People who make these absurd statements shouid 
at least be alble to substantiate them. The 
deterioration of the size of any flock of birds would 
not result from feeding dry mash. It is far more 
likely to occur through selective breeding for high 
tecords. I can show this same expert dozens of 
farms where there has been stéady deterioration 
in the size of the birds for years, in spite of the 
fact that they have been fed on wet mash. 


On the face of it, the statement is absurd, and 
T very much wonder what evidence the said expert 
could produce to prove his assertion, and whether, 
if he has observed any deterioration in size of any 
flock which has been fed on dry mash for five years, 
he has fully taken into consideration all the cir- 
cumstances which might have contributed to it? 


ee Ue EN NEESER 
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Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


THE FOOD SCHEME. 


It is a little astonishing, after alll that has been 
written in these columns on the above subject, to get 
a query, asking whether the writer understands that 
he can get five cwt. of the Breeders’ Layers’ Growing, 
or the Chicken Mash through the S.P.B:A. at the two- 
ton rate. 

We have stated this so explicitly in previous issues— 
five ewt. of any one of the above mashes can be ob- 
tained at the two-ton rate. 

This has been found to be a great advantage to many 
of our members, and the demand for these mashes is 
increasing: 

We are im a position to put these mashes on rail at 
a price 50 per cent. lower than that of the average 
proprietary mash which is advertised, and we claim 
that the ingredients used in these mashes are first- 
elass, and that they will give results equal to those 
of any proprietary food advertised at double the cost. 

Prices of the mashes can be obtained by sending a 
card to these offices. Prices vary slightly according 
to the market fluctuations. 


PLUCKING. 


I take the following account of plucking a fowl! in 
record time, from the ‘‘American Poultry Journai.’’ 
Our Sussex fatteners would not follow this method, 
because they say the dipping would spoil the appear- 
ance of the flesh, and the most expert of them find 
their method rapid enough for their purpose. The 
art-cle refers to a Mr. Haussen, who cliaims to be able 
to pluck a fowl in record time :— 


‘He ‘has found the temperature of the water for scalding is 
of great importance. It should be 160 to 170 degrees Fahr. for 
young birds, and 20 degrees higher for old ones. The bird is 
taken by the legs, and immersed head finst in the scalding water. 
It is then drawn out and dipped aigain completely under. The 
feathers close in upon the flesh at the first immersion, but spread 
when thie bird is lifted out, thus allowing the water to reach the 
flesh after the second immension. The bird ig mext held under 
the water until, (by test, the wing feathers aire found to come out 
easily. After a shake or two to cool it, the bird is ready for 
plucking. 

With the bird lying on its left side, and. its feet pointins 
under his left elbow, Mr. Hamssen steadies it with his left 
hand on the body, grasps with palm upwards, and thumb round 
its base, the might wing. With just the right pressure and one 
upward pull the wing is stripped clean. 

For the second movement the bid is shifted so that the legs 
point to the operator's right. and the back iis towards him. The 
left. hand, with the thumb al the back and fingers under the 
wing, holds the bird. The grasping right hand, beginning with 
the flattened palm, takes the feithens from ‘the right breast and 
side, and closes round the leg with a motion that denudes it. 

Changing ‘his position so that its legs point to the farther left 
corner of the table, the left hand then rests upon the pluck d 
wing. The might hand begins iby stroking the feathems from be- 
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tween the legs, grasps the ‘tail, breaking it up over ithe back, to a 
point between the wings. This stroke is the most diffieult, and 
requires the most practice. 

He next turns the bird over so that the legs are on the mght, 
and the breast is towards him. ‘Tihen, holding ‘the base of the 
neck with his left hand, he strips the left wimg just as he did 
the right. After swinging the bird's head a littl towards him 
Mr. Haussen, for the fifth stroke, grasps with his left hand ithe 
left wing. His right hand, palm down, strips breast and side, 
and closes round the left leg, taking all the feathers with it. 

The final stroke is accomplished after turning tthe bird’s legs 
towands the left, with breast towaids him, amd grasping the body 
with the left hand resting on the wing. ‘The right hand begins 
its stroke between the wings, and closes round the neck, taking 
the feathers with it.”’ 


UTILITY AND EXHIBITION. 
‘In what the English breeder does well, he does without a peer.’ 
(American Poultry Jourmal). 


teading the account of a Poultry Conference held 
at Reading 25 years ago, I mote that the same charges 
are being made against the exhibition breeder to-day 
as were made then. At that time breeding for heavy egg 
production was little practised amd less understood, 
and the culls of the fanciers’ flock were the “‘utility’’ 
fowls of the day. He could not retort, as he does now, 
that utilitarians were breeding bantams, had no regard 
for colour or type, and had to icome to him because of 
the lack of stamina in our stock. Hie had little to say 
in reply to these charges, but claimed that he was 
doing everything possible to improve the breeds. I 
note there is a tendency to revive the controvensy 
between the fancier and utilitarian; mainly I think by 
some members of the Poultry Club, whi resent its 
utility committee. What possible good cam alll this 
do? The constant repetition is weamsome; there. will 
always be the twosides of the industry, amid mio amount 
of argument will bring them together. If we both 
recognised our mistakes, and endeavoured to rectify 
them, we shioulld effect something. The trouble is 
that we breed for extremes instead of for perfection, 
and while we continue on these lines we shail not effect 
much in the way of breed improvement, whether we 
breed for feather or eggs. It is pleasing to be able to 
say that many of our utility breedens have recognised 
the folly of breeding for extremes, and there ts a 
marked improvement im the stock. As our contem- 
porary says, when we do well we do without a peer; 
the pity of it is that we most of us prefer to breed 
monstrosities. 


’ 


LANGDON LAYING TEST (JUNE). 


1.—Light Breed (5 pullets)—F. Freeborn (W.L.), 778 
Miller (W.L.), 681. Monthly 


Section 
eges; H. J. Thomson (W.L.), 751; T. 
Certificate, H. J. Thomson, 


Section 2..Heavy Breed (5 pullets)—E. V. Bazin (R.I.R.), 677 
eges: H. J. Thomson (R.1.R.), 648; W, Belsham (R.I.R.), 633. 
Monthly Certificate, H. E. Bragg. 


Section 3.—Light Breed (single bird).—W. Dillenz (W.L.), 180 


‘eggs; E. P. F. Anglian (W-1.), 174; Miss N. M. Grubbe (W.L.), 
180. Monthly Certificate, Miss N. M. Grubbe. 

Section 4.—Heavy Breed (single bird).—H. Jones (R.I.R.), 174 
eges; H. Bush (W.L.), 179; F. Freeborn (R.J.R.), 159. Monthly 
Certificate, H. Bush. 

Section 5.—Any Breed (sift)—W. Dillenz (W.L.), 182 eggs; 
FE. V. Bazin (W.L.), 153; H.. Maycock (W.W.), 136. Monthly 
Certificate, W. Dillenz. 

First-class certificate for highest scoring pullet for month, 


H. J. Thomson, 26 eggs, value 3/93. 


Angora Rabbit Wool {| 
Farming.— VI. 


By the LADY RACHEL BYNG. | 


FEEDING. | 


One of the so-called ‘‘ secrets’’ of successful 
Angora Rabbit Wool Farming lies in the judicious 
feeding of the animals. By ‘‘ judicious feeding ” 
is meant, not only the ingredients of which the 
meals are composed, but also the amount, and the 
manner in which it is fed. : 

During the first three weeks of its life the baby 
Angora receives its nourishment through the 
mother. Care must be taken, therefore, to feed 
nourishing and wholesome food to the doe. As 
much green food as possible 1s necessary as @ 
laxative to avoid having to dose her with aperients, 


1924. 


FANCY THAT.—Three 


months old, April, 


for the latter may have the effect of scouring the 
litter. Green food is an excellent milk producer 
especially plaintain, sow thistle, and groundsel. 
- Should a doe be inclined to be constipated feed 
dandelions. Should she be inclined for diarrhoea; 
feed shepherd’s purse. It is a wonderful deterrent, 
and much appreciated by rabbits. But dandelions 
and shepherd’s purse do not grow all the year 
round. When they are unobtainable give, instead 
of dandelions, half a teaspoonful of medicinal 
paraffin. In the’ place of shepherd’s purse, give 
half a teaspoonful of raw arrowroot in a teaspoon 
ful of cold water. : 
If you are sure the doe will drink up the milk 
this can be stirred with the milk, but if she is am 
uncertain feeder it must be administered with a 
spoon at the side of her mouth. Bread and milk 
should be fed twice daily to a nursing doe, until 
the babies are weaned at seven or eight weeks of 
age, and this food should be continued to the 
babies after weaning. 
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Some babies are troublesome about drinking 
jmilk after they leave the doe. This is especially 
the case if she herself has had plenty of mulk to 
Jgive them. But it is usually easy to teach them 
to drink it, either by feeding for a few days with 
ja spoon or by dipping their noses into the milk. 

As soon as the babies leave the nest the utmost 
care is needed in feeding only sufficient food that 
can be eaten at one meal. These rules should be 
‘borne in mind :— 

(1) Feed unlimited clover hay in a rack— 
not loosely on the floor where the babies will 
sit on it and dirty it. 

(2) Be certain al] dishes are scrupulously 
clean. 

(3) Remove all dishes in which mash or 
bread and milk is fed half an hour after feed- 
ing, otherwise the babies will probably sit in 
them, dirty the food, and then eat it. The 
result will probably be sudden death by 
diarrhoea. 

(4) Remove all uneaten green food for the 
same reason. 

(5) Clean out their litter at least three 
times a week, or they will nibble’ dirty straw 
with the same disastrous result. =, 

Some rabbit breeders feed the does away from 
the young for fear of their eating unsuitable food. 
If one is careful not to feed coarse green stalks, 
no bad results ensue from the babies sharing the 
doe’s meals. 

When the babies are weaned they should, in 
addition to their bread and milk, have a plentiful 
supply of clover hay, fresh water, and greens, 
When obtainable. In winter time very thin slices 


of roots can be fed. Half to one ounce of mixed . 


wheat and oats should be fed daily. They. love 
crusts, toast, etc., to nibble. 

When they are three months old the milk diet 
can be gradually dropped if milk is scarce, but 
it should be borne in mind that milk is a wonderful 
wool producer. Cows’ and goats’ milk should be 
diluted with boiling water. 

Any of the good brands of milk powders form 
a good substitute. 

After three months to six months of age the 
rabbits’ diet gradually (becomes that of the adult, 
te.:— 

6 to 8 ozs. clover hay daily. 

8 to 12.0zs. green food. 
I to 2 ozs. wheat and oats. 
Unlimited fresh water. 
In the winter, in addition to the above, a warm 
crumbly mash (not wet) can be fed of the follow- 
ing, by weight :— 

6 parts bran. 

6 parts middlings or sharps. 

3 parts Sussex ground oats. 

24% Bycol fish meal. 
Mixed with really hot water—one large table- 
spoonful to each adult. 
| The Lady Rachel Byng will be pleased to answer 
any question if stamped addressed {envelope is 
‘enclosed. 
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A Belated Reply to Criticism and some 
Further Views on Commercial Egg 


Farming. 
By LESTER SPURGEON. 


(Continued). 

Mr. Newman has referred to my statement respect- 
ing the views of an American, who, after studying our 
markets here—all that could im any way affect the 
industry—eame to the conclusion that he saw greater 
possibilities for poultry and egg farming in England 
than in either the United States or Camiada, in which 
countries he had had experience. I mention his views 
since some appeared to be most sensible. 

It must be conceded that our produce disposal mar- 
kets are good, or there would not be that exportation 
of eggs and poultry from the two countries referred 
to; countries which make ia speciality of egg and poul- 
try flesh production. , I suppfose it is common know- 
ledee that the reason so many other countries can 
export their produce to England, enabling it to be sold 
for Jess than home production is that it is produced 
by the peasants and small farmers, and im small quan- 
ties by people who make moi capital outlay for this 
branch, but by the country’s excellent organisation 
and co-operative methods of collection and packing, 
the produce can be sent out speedily im a very market- 
able manner. It is, therefore, food for thought when 
we remember eggs and poultry are coming into Eny- 
land from two or more countries whose producers are 
securing a living out off such production solely. 

I recall what we were tolid by our own Poultry Com- 
missioner, Mr. Perey Francis, whio visited ‘both 
America and Canada ‘last year, and who had oppor- 
tunity of studying some of the conditions of the indus- 
try in those countries. His impression was that 
labour, feed, and the disposal markets were in no way 
more favourable that ours, if as good, and yet he saw 
numbers of men supporting families in what appeared 
comfortable homes solely by the production of poultry 
and eges. So that you see in these two countries 
alone, to say nothing of our Colonies in thie Antipodes, 
it is possible for men to risk their capital, and no small 
capital at that, as a means of securing a living out cf 
the production of poultry flesh and eggs, and in these 
countries, where the basic costings are no more favour-. 
able, if as good, as our own. And, remember, they 
go to the extent of producing so much that it has to 
be marketed here in England, a country that is admir- 
ably suited in every way for such production! 

From the American and Canailiiam poultry press that 
has come my way I have not yet seen discussed what 
we are for ever doing, namely, whether poultry pro- 
duction pays Egg and poultry ifarmini is accepted as 
a paying proposition. Well, why is it? 

I believe the American, to whom I have referred, 
gave one or two reasons. These are some :—First, he 
said, his plant equipment would not cost him what we 
are spending upon ours here in England, and he was 
appalled at the idea of commercial egg farmers think- 
ing of purchasing ready-made laying houses, as we 
kmow some have done or are doing. Paying firms, 
who can ‘afford to advertise their wares in the shape of 
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simply-constructed (buildings, in which to house hens. 
His idea was either to construct, or partly so, the 
laying and other sheds mecessary, or to contract with 
local labour, Then he would undertake to construct 
his own mammoth incubator. That may sound a 
colossal task, but when one comes to think of it any- 
one with carpentering abilities, and with the knowledge 
uf the essentials for incubation, could construct the 
wood work of such a machine. 

Then another point was that the ‘birds would be run 
much more intensively tham here. This, of course, 
necessitates the careful selection of soil which would 
have to be of a porous nature, and although this would 
not be so conducive to the growth of herbage as soil 
of a heavier nature that would niot need to be taken 
sc much into consideration in view of the plams for 
feeding. 

The birds were housed in 1,000 units, and I forget 
how many units he said he hiad had in his care. By 
a weekly inspection of the birds at night ion the perch 
by the light of an electric torch, he was able to cull 
and pick out ailing birds, thus avoiding the risk of 
disease. 

Then his final point was the reduction in cost of 
feeding for ege production. Fifty per cent. of the total 
food consumed would consist of pulped roots and kale, 
fed in wooden troughs daily. He said experiments had 
becn carried out to his satisfaction, amd that for egg 
production there was mo food to touch it. The birds 
eat it with avidity, and we know its cost can be 
cheaper than grainiand mash. Such aration would not 
be suitable, of course, for the breeding stock. 

I am convinced we do not pay sufficient attention to 
the production of vegetable food for our birds, and 
such ought to be a most important part of the work 
on the farm, or arrangements made for its regular 
supply. By pulping every bit of the vegetabile is con- 
sumed. 

Well, then, roughly condensed, this man’s idea was 
to spend léss on earpibail outlay than we dio here, run 
more intensively ion suitable ground, feed cheaper, 
and so arrange the housing of the birds that he, as 
owner, could undertake ia hamge proportion iof the work 
himself, 

To a very large extent, nio doubt, conditions obtain- 
ine in England are accountable for the questionialble 
condition lof Ege and Poultry Farming im this country. 
We are living at close quarters with “each other, food 
is cheap, towns with their varying attractions are close 
together, and the man with capital has, as ‘a rule, had 
some sort of public school education which teaches 
him many things, amnongst which manual labour is 
camied out by ‘the paid “labourer, Very few of the 
farms I see are run by men who undertake much of 
the manual work. There is generally the manager or 
foreman, and it does not take any thinking person long 
to understand that with the free importation jof food, 
such as we are interested in, there is mot much scope 
for a big margin of profit to allow for much paid 
labour.. These remarks apply to the commercial egg 
farmer, and mot to the stock lbreedier or specialist, who 
creates business by advertising stock thiat can fetch 
enhianced prices, which woulld iallliow for special labour. 
The man who has to advertise ‘hiig wares, rum a staff to 

(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rev. Seymour Shaw. Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
amswer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgemcy answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
im these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


* BODIES ” a post-mortem examination should to. 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.Y.S., vatring Re Road, 
West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. the fee ig 68. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 

bee distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when | 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to! 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post ae Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the 8.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2. 6d per 
letter. Meds fins answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except ost-mortem @xamina- 
tions. Members of the 8 P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT trem 
Major Sausders). 


ALI, questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Baundere | 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem ixaini pation: : 


Kh. M. L. (Selby). I donot believe that the 
‘capacity’? of the male is any indication of his breed: 
ing value, and as you ask for my reasons I wilf 
When aa hen is coming 


endeavour to give them you. 
into production she begins ‘to eat more, in order to 
accommodate this large “quantity of food, the intestines 
must be clastic and large as compared with the time} 
when she is eating less, and mot laying. Careful) 
measurements have shown that the intestines about | 
double their dormant size during heavy production, | 

but this is due to the stretching of the waills, and not 
to the increase of intestinal material. At the same 
time the ovary and oviduct are also imereasing in 
size and weight. ‘Thus we have reason for capacity in| 
the hen, which we have not in the male. When I 
am writing of capacity here I am referring to the dis- 
tance between the pelvic bones and the breast bone. 
As you ask how I would sellect a breeding male apart 
from his pedigree, the following may help you: I like! 
to study him in the pen before I handle him. He 
should ‘be fine in feathier, as ‘this shows little indica=| 


cope with the usual business routine of selling, is 
another story, but many of us, having come througa 
some sort of business experience, entered. this branch 
of work with the idea of cutting out much of that 
kind of thing. | 

Anyway, it is pretty obvious that if men in other 
countries, not so well situated as our own im many) 
respects. can make this branch of food production & 
paying proposition, there is something wrong with our 
system if we cannot do ias well. That we are not doing 
so well is very clearly demonstrated to me by mane 
letters I receive. 


(To be Continued). 


July 22nd, 1925. 


jon to put on fat, and that is an inherited tendency. 
_ would reject a white bird which was inclined to be 
rellow. He should be medium size with fine flat bone. 
‘enty of saddle hackle, a good head, with well- 
leveloped comb and watiles, as this indicates great 
yvtivity of the sexual organs. (2) The sample of 
Sussex ground oats is of fair average quaillity—good 
‘alue for the mioney. 


, “ Grateful ’’ - (Castleford). writes:—‘‘ Would you 
‘indly inform me through your valuable paper the fol- 
owing: I have some R.I. Red ipullets, 13 months old, 
ynd have been feeding them on 2lbs. bram, 4lbs. 
harps, 14]bs. 8.G.0.,. 4b. maize meal, and 4b. fish 
meal.-and I want to know (1) When to start feeding 
main? (2) What kind? (3) How much to allow, and 
What time to feed? JI do not quite understand what 
“Grateful’’ means. Surely he has not been rearing 
she chicks entirely on the mash without any grain feed 
tall? If so, they should have a grain feed at once 
made up of two parts good short plump white oats, 
md one of wheat. As to how much to allow, they 
should have as much as they will clear wp in ten 
ninutes. I cannot lay down a hard amd fast rule as 
4o quantity Feeding is a matter of observation, and 
10 one so quickly goes wrong as the man who feeds by 
veight and measure. 


‘Starter’? (Launceston). You have made a yery 
‘erious mistake in attempting tio check ieee production, 
wecause of your fear of the partial moult with your 
february hatched chicks. They will want some care- 
ul feeding to pull them round. Don’t you know that 
i growing stock require to be on full feed af they are 
Oreach healthy and vigorous maturity, and that an 
mderfed chick means poor development and lowered 
esistance to disease? Your best plan will be to feed 
hese birds as much food as they will consume, amd 
or the present it would be advisable to add two per 
emt. cod liver oil to the mash. Replace one part of 
he bran with an equal quantity of Sussex ground 
rats, and cive a heavy feed of grain at night. (2) It 
ou mate a Black Leghorn male to. Rhode Island Red 
‘ens, you will not be able to detect the sex of the 
hick at hatching. 


_D. L, (Bradfield) hatched some Wyandottes from 
nN expensive sitting of eggs in January, now the 
vellow legs show a tendency to turn green, and he asks 
' tke food could in any way have caused this, and 
vhat he can do to prevent it. It cannot be prevented, 
‘nid it is not attributable to the food. The explanation 
5 there is probably an excess of iblack pigment. He 
fhculd remember the White Wyandotte was a sport 
tom the Silver Laced. (2) If the breeds from the 
impless Leghorns, a big percentage of the progeny 
all exhibit the same defect. 


| 5. A. (Gravesend) ‘has been offered a wonderful 
“cipe for eee production, the discovery of a German 
Imentist; the price is 42s. per ewt., and “Tbs. of it 
Yded to one ewt. of mash willl lead to a marked in- 
ease in ego production, amd larger eggs. I heard of 
is first some four years ago; then it was the dis- 
Overy of a South African farmer; next year it was 4 


| . ‘ A 
anadian farmer, and now a German scientist. I 


pee 
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have no doubt it will turn up next time as a Chinese 
discovery. How a little mystery does please us all. 
Better leave it alone, S. A.; science can help us a 
great deal, but there are many things it cannot do. (2) 
You would be unwise to use the White Leghorn 
cockerelg next season, as you have mo pedigree, only 
the flock average. 


H. W. (Pickering). You must certainly not run the 
February hatched cockerel with the hens now. The 
fact that he is sexually so forward is not a sound 
reason for doing so. On the contrary, keep him away 
from them; he will develop much better. (2) The size 
of egg canmot lbe affected by feeding. An underfed 


bend op] 
pullet would lay a small egg, but assuming the feeding 
is so good as to keep the birds im good laying condi- 
tion, no. feedine would have a permanent effect on the 
size of egg, although if of too stimuating a nature, it 


might. cause ther to lay double-yolked eggs. 


W. A. (Cambs} Chalk would not be an efficient 
substitute for oyster shell, as it contams only 56 per 
eent iime, and this would be insufficient. | (2) The 
feeding is correct, and I am inclined to think that your 
birds are ‘‘ stuck ’’ beeause they are over-crowdied— 
a very common ftault—and one which causes serious 
loss. It would be ‘advisable to put them on fresh 
ground, and reduce the number in the colony house to 
95. Have they adequate perch accommodation? The 
gample of fish meal contaims an excess of ofl. It as 
unfit for poultry feeding It is not wise to run turkeys 
and fowls together. 


YORKSHIRE FEDERATION OF POULTRY SOCIETIES’ 
INTERNATIONAL LAYING TEST, 1924-5. 

Report for the Ninth Month—May 30th to June 26th, 1925. 

The Management Committee report that the eggs laid during 
the ninth period of four weeks make an average of 17.5 per bird. 
There is much interest in the positions of the leading pens now 
that three-quarters of the test is over. Mrs. Clay holds premier 
position for the “Daily Dispatch’ Gold Cup, with her White Leg- 
horn Pen, 9. For the Silver Cup, now ‘to be awarded to the 
second pen in Class A., there is keen competition, as R.  H. 
Frver’s White Leghorn Pen 10 only has four birds in the running, 
but leads by 2/93 to date, while Davey and Son’s Light Sussex 
Pen 80 is only 43d. in front of. R: Rodwell’s White Leghorn Pen 19, 
and they are respectively 3rd and 4th. The best individual bird 
in the competition for the ‘Miss Delaney ” Silver Cup is Mrs. 
Clay’s bird No. 559 with 207 eggs to her credit, though M. Hind- 
marsh’s bird No. 375 is close behind with 205 eggs. Competitors 
can now estimate their positions for all the Silver Trophies to be 
awarded in this year's test. 

The Schedule for the 1925-1926 Test is mow in the printer’s 
hands, and a ecpy will be sent to each competitor. It 1s hoped 
that entries wili be cent in good time. 

Through a clerical error im the seventh month, Bird No. 514 
has been credited with 20 eggs too many. This mietake has been 
rectified. : 

Hon. Secretary:—Mrs. VOWLES, Beningbrough, York 
Figures are Kegs and points to date respectively 


Class A. Section 1. White Leghorns.—Mrs. Clay, Long Pres- 
ton, 689, 897; R H. Fryers, Bradley, Keighley, 866, 877; R. Rodwell, 
Nelson, 858, 925 

Class A. Section 2. Black Leghorns.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 850, 
oe a White, Malpas,.Cheshire, 789, 829; Mrs. Clay, Long Preston, 

, 804. 

Class A. Section 4.. White Wyandottes.—Dr. J E. Helm, New- 
church, in Rossendale, 796, 812; Mrs. Clay. Long Preston, 747, 810; 
A. Snowdon, Pool, Leeds, 823, 831. 

Class A. Section 3. Rhode Island Reds.—Sutton and Son, 
Tuittle Hoole, Preston, 787, 850; M. A .Hindmarsh, Skelton, York, 


699, 736; T Gardner, Garstang, 648, 745. 
Class .A Section 6. Any Other Variety (Heavy).—Davey and 
Son, Sutton, Keighley (L.S8.), 805. 864; Wright and Fortune, Keigh- 


ley (Bf£.Rk.), 726, 740; J. N. Readman, Howden (Bf.RK.), 651. 682. 
Class C. Section 9. Any Variety Light Breed. Single Bird 

Section.—Wm. Wharton, Keighley (W.L.), 181, 187; Mrs. E. Kaye, 

Poole, Leeds (W.L.), 180, 185; R. and A. Johnson, Chalford, Glouc. 


(W.1.}, 175, 184. 
Any Variety Heavy Breed. Single Bird 


Class C. Section 10. 
Section.—M. E. and A. Robinson, Bawtry (L.S.), 193, 206; Alf. 
165, 188: H. Downshrough, 


Sawyer, Crosshills, Keighley (R.1.R), 
Denholme, Bradford (W.W.), 191, 200 
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Correspondence. 


PERMANGANATE OF POTASH. 


Dear Sir,—In view of the fairly general use of 
potassium permanganate in. drinking water the 
following statement by Blackham as interesting :— 

‘“It has been claimed that half grain to a 
gallon will sterilise water in one hour. Such 
statements are misleading, as the process of 
sterilisation being one of oxidation, the quan- 
tity of chemical used depends largely on the 
quantity of oxidigable organic matter present. 
The colour imparted is objectionable and the 
action feeble and uncertain.’’ 

In human hygiene the use of permanganate has 
been dropped except in connection with large scale 
work against Cholera. 

The following method of treating water was used 
successfully during the Great War, and has prac- 
tically replaced other methods of purification for 
military purposes :—Prepare a stock solution with 
60 grains (one teaspoonful) of bleaching powder 
(chloride of lime) and two gallons of water. To 
each two gallons of water to be treated, add six 
ounces of the stock solution. If treated with 
sufficient stock solution the water will taste 
slightly chlorine. If the taste is absent it will 
only be missing in rather bad samples of water; 
then add a further 30 grains to the stock solution. 

This solution should be well labelled, shaken 
before use, and made fresh daily. Only good 
quality fresh bleaching powder (B.P. 33 per cent. 
free chlorine) should be used. When fresh the 
powder should smell strongly of-chlorine, and if it 
is not fresh then use double or treble the quantities 
stated. 

If anyone wishes to be very exact, then the water 
so treated may be tested by the  starch-iodide 
method (1.e., acidity or otherwise of the water). 

Once the correct strength of stock solution has 
been ascertained, it will be found unnecessary to 
test any further. 

Yours truly, 


TW. RHYS: 


AUTUMN HATCHING. 


Dear Sir,—I am a regular reader of ‘ Eggs,”’ 
and am very interested in the articles on ‘‘ Autumn 
Hatching,’’ which have appeared in your last 
numbers. [I am only an amateur, keeping about 
120 hens, but I thought it might interest you to 
hear my small experience on that subject. 

On September 3rd, 1923, I set 54 eggs under 
hens, Leghorns, Light Sussex and R.I. Reds, and 
hatched 42, all of which I reared. I found them 
invaluable for killing in January, when poultry is 


| 
| 
| 
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scarce, but I thought I would keep some of thel 
best pullets as an experiment. I chose seven 
Light Sussex, which were kept on free range, and 
began to lay in February, 1924. As they were 
with the other hens, and I do not trapnest, I do 
not know their laying record until the next 
autumn. These pullets began to moult early in| 
July, and by the end of August were in full lay 
again. J wanted to hatch some early Light Sussex 
chicks, and these pullets had developed into very 
fine hens, so I put them in a pen with a February, 
1924, cockere] on November 11th. I kept this 
pen going until May, 1925, and the seven hens 
laid, on an average, four eggs per day for the 
six months. | 
I started an incubator on December 31st, and 
hatched out 80 per cent., and all through the 
breeding season I did not have an infertile egg 
from this pen. The chicks were very healthy, as 
[ reared go per cent. For my autumn hatching J 
use the same pens as for the spring, and find the 
eggs verv fertile. I shall certainly go on with 
autumn hatching, as I consider it most profitable.” 
Yours truly, | 
E. JAY (Miss). 


ee 


EARLY. HATCHED PULLETS, 

Dear Mr. Newman,-——As the readers of “Eggs ™ 
are. asked to give their experiences on early: 
hatched pullets, I should lke to give a few words 
on the above subject, having for over a dozen years 
hatched in January chiefly heavy and generak 
purpose breeds. 

[ have found them a paying proposition. They 
are hardy, and crooked breasts no more in evidence 
than their later-hatched sisters, and very little 
trouble with leg weakness if properly managed. 
They lay a few small eggs at first at an early age} 
then a quick moult or partial moult, and lay again 
when eggs are at qa high price. 

Some of my reasons for making a practice of 
always hatching in January are:—In the fist 
place, one can never foretell for certain what his 
prospects will turn out at the end of the hatching 
season. There is always an element of speculation 
in the business: what with incubator and brooder 
troubles, mortality from various causes, such as 
vermin, etc., Or some years showing a prepond- 
ence of cockerels. I am always hearing of oné 
or other of these things ‘taking place. Also, an 
exceptionally bad spring as regards weather. If 
you are let down for March hatchings from any 
cause, you have in January pullets a reserve force 
to support your requirements. If you are well 
enough off in March and, April hatchings to meet 
your requirements, and cannot keep both January 
and later hatchings, at the worst the early pullets 
should sell well as spring chickens, otherwise I 
fear for the later-hatched cockerels (those that are 
sold for the table). 

It is the practice of some, when they have had 
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in indifferent season, to prolong their hatchings 
all too late, to make up as they think the de- 
ciency, which of course cannot make good the 
cme lost. Of course, the necessity of a reserve of 
oullets in some cases need not apply, as one may 
jave an incubating and rearing plant sufficient for 
ater-hatched chickens even if the results are not 
good. In conclusion, I prefer after March and 
sarly April those chickens hatched in January to 
iny other months, as regards heavy breeds, 
I am, yours truly, 


ER. BALE. 
2a Ree 2 GR ol 


GRADE ‘ A.” 


Sir,—As I anticipated, my recent plea that ‘‘Gnade 
{should not be saddled with “‘ Eges by weight,’’ 
das met with opposition from iadvocates of the latter, 
vVho by dmagging a ghoal of indigestible red herrings 
of assorted sizes) across the straight trail of 
MRESHNESS, niay very. welll endanger the while 
icheme. 

Our correspondent dismisses the matter in a linie 
~The public want large eges, and should pay for 
hem ’’—-agreed, but that iis thie wholle point. In 
etuall practice, will they? Speaking off my nearest 
own, I can say with yome confidence that they wont: 
Mnly one out of some two dozen retaillens stock 1a largte- 
taded egs, and he gets to-day one penny a, dozen maire 
etail than eges fetch wholesale and ungraded in a 
ai market. 

Recently, at my request; another retailer put on a 
70z. grade. The public wanted them alll right, but 
ould they pay more for them? Not they ! 
| have, too, read often in ' Kggs ”’ that market 
uyers treat graded eggs with scant ceremony. 
| Another correspondent laments the fact that we are 
‘ing beaten by the Dutchman for gize of ego. With 
hem lower costs of production and lower standards of 
ving, one might as weil try and compete with the 
fink for cheapness. Ni, stick to FRESHNESS 
here, and there alone, lies our strength. Incidentally, 
ge same gentlerman was politely seeptical of my con- 
mntion that, at the expense of mumbers, it was not 
ery dithcult to produce plenty of 2t0z. egos. —Per- 
aps hie will be more sceptical when I mention that I 
eep the maligned’ White Wyandiottes? I may add 
aat the remark was not based on theory. 

Tt is, of course, possiblé that a few retailors who 
ave suffered from an epidemic of smaill eggs m ight 
ke to BUY by weight. 

To settle the matter might I suggest that the Coun- 
il of the S.P.B.A. should. ascertain the opinion of 
Je retail trade. 

ie T arn, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 

K. M. CAVE, Major: 
Nt ee 
amgs. I should advise the isolation of the imme- 
Jate associates of this bird, and the destruction 
f any that show signs of ailing. Disinfection of 
te premises is most important to prevent recur- 
‘nce in the future, and nothing that these birds 
ave been in contact with should be used for others 
ntil rendered incapable of carrying: infection, 
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POST-MORTEMS. 

If. iB.f The trouble with the duck was marasmus 
consequent on heavy tape-worm infestation, and 
no doubt the others that have died were similarly 
affected. It is only a matter ot good fortune that 
the brown ones have so far escaped. ‘he inter- 
mediate host of this tape-worm jis one of the small 
water Crustaceans which become infected by feed- 
ing on excreta containing the eggs of the tape- 
word; upon being eaten by a duck, the crustacean 
becomes dissolved by the digestive juices and the 
mtermediate form of the tape-worm liberated. In 
course of time the embryo ‘becames mature, 
develops segments, these become filled with eggs, 
and detached from the parent worm pass out 
with the excreta to again infect other crustaceans. 
he birds should receive a full purgative dose of 
I;psom salts in a small mash, and then either 
treated individually by giving each a five grain pill 
of Areca nut, or en masse by mixing one tea- 
spoonful of powdered Pomegranate root bark in 
a mash for 50 birds. The droppings should as far 
as possible be collected and destroyed by mixing 
with quick-lime, and wetting with water. I should 
advise you to write to Mr. Newman for a formula 
for a balanced ration for stock ducks, as he is 
the authority on these matters, and could give you 
the benefit of his experience in a-formula suited 
to your own particular requirements. 


D: J. The post-mortem findings in the two 
birds} wereas. follows;-=(A)e: The. causecin this 
case was apoplexy due to egg binding, the egg 
being abnormally large, and situated transversely 
i the uterus. In addition, the liver was studded 
with the miliary tubercles of acute tuberculosis, 
and there was also tubercular ‘“‘ bumble foot.” 
(B) Generalised tuberculosis, with a terminating 
tubercular peritonitis. This was a particularly 
bad case, every organ of the body, lungs included 
(lung affection in birds very rare), being 
smothered with tubercular deposits. I am very 
much afraid that this disease is the cause of all 
your losses, and that the ‘‘ bumble foot ” js mostly 
tubercular, and quite possibly the spots in the 
mouths are in the same category ; they are cer- 
tainly not roup. Surgical tuberculosis is not 
necessarily an indication of generalised infection, 
and often remains only a local condition, but, on 
the other hand, the germs of T.B. being present, 
there is nothing to prevent. other subjects from 
becoming infected from these local lesions. The 
immediate incontacts of these birds, and all the 
bumble foot cases, should be isolated or destroyed, 
andthe premises disinfected most strenuously. 


R. H. P. The post-mortem examination of the 
W.L. hen showed that the cause was tuberculosis 
of the lungs. This is a rare condition to find in 
birds, the lungs usually escaping, even in 
generalised. cases of the disease. The abdominal 
viscera “were also becoming secondarily affected, 


but the: primary situation of the disease was the 
(Continued at Foot of Previous Column), 
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National Poultry Institute. 


STATEMENT BY THE POULTRY 
COMMISSIONER. 


Good progress has been miade during the past six 
months in the arrangements for establishing the 
National Institute of Poultry Husbandry at Harper- 
Adams’ College. An architect has been appointed to 
take charge of the work of erecting the Institute 
building, the Service building, and the Director’s resi- 
dence, ‘and arrangements for the electrical equipment, 
water supply,and generall drainage are well im hand. The 
Director's residence has already been started, as has 
also the work of building ia new road to the Institute 
buildings. In addition to. this, thje Director ‘of the 
Institute has prepared plans of necessary  pioulltry 
houses for consideration by the Ministry and the 
National Poultry Institute Advisory Committee. “All 
the proposals are being submitted ‘to the Poultry 
Institute Advisory Coramittee for their approval, and 
the arrangements for obtaining Treasury sanction to 
the requisite expenditure are proceeding satisfactorily. 


To meet immediate needs, twelve colony poultry 
houses have been erected under contract, and are now 
filled with growing pullets on the new range of the 
experimental farm. These colony houses are proving 
to be very efficient for their purpose, and are. attrac- 
tive and neat in appeamnance. Students from the 
College have been erecting the pigeon building, and 
are making ia neat job of it; this gives them practice, 
and will save ‘an appreciablle: amount of fumids. Certain 
buildings of the College, which have been made over 
to the National Poultry Institute, will be altered or 
rebuilt’ “for the accommodation of waterfowl and 
rabbits. 

As regards poultry stock, about 3,000 chicks and 
600 ducklings have ‘been reared on the farm this 
spring, and from this stock, as welll as from the adult 
fowls on the plant, will be chosen. birds for experimen- 
tal pens this autumn, when it is hiopled that the new 
plant will be completed. 


The new Journal of the National Institute of Poul- 
try Husbandry was launched on March 20th last, amd 
five numbers have already appeared. Special depart- 
ments have been established by the Editor, who. .is 
Professor Willard Thiompson, the Director of the Insti- 
tute, for the purpose of carrying to the poultry public 
the records and work of the Institute. ‘With regard 
to the proptosed educational courses at the Institute, 
plans ‘are’ now being formulated for the offering of (a) 
a one year practical poultry course, and (b) a more 
complete two-year course in poultry hhusbandry, ‘to 
begin with the autumn term of 1925. These courses 
are being plannied to give students the most complete 
and modern ipoultry education possible, 


The Director has addressed several gatherings of 
poultry-keepers in various parts of thie country during 
the past six months, and has found that considerable 
interest is being taken in the proposed programme for 
the new Institute. The Director was ailsio in attend- 
ance at the Royal Agriculturall Show at Chester, whietre 


an educationial exhibit from Harper-Adams’ College 
and the Institute was staged. 

With regard to the research work im poultry diseases, 
which is being carried on steadily, on lines already 
indicated to the Nationall Poultry Coumeill, a good deal 


of research during the past year was mainly con 
cerned with Bacillary White Diarrhoea, which is one 
of the most serious malladiies which the poultry indug- 
try has to contend with at the present time. A large 
number of experiments have been carried out, both m 
the laboratory and in the field, and as a result many 
important conclusions have been arrived at. Some 
of the matters which have been investigated are :— 


(1) The. necessity, or otherwise, of a baicteriolo- 
gical examination in the routine diagnosis of the 
disease. 

(2\ Percentage of infected eggs had by ‘‘carrier” 
birds. 

(8) The effect of the disease on the egg-laying 
capabilities of the fowl. 

(4) Percentage of ‘‘camriers’’ amongst chicks 
which survive an outbrealk. 

(5) Whether infection oecurs between diseased 
and healthy adults. 

(6) A study of the ‘‘ carrier’’ bird : 

(a) Distribution of ithe causal organism 
(B. pullorum) in the internal organs ; 

(b) What percentage, if any, of “carriers” 
recover from the disease. 

(7) The value of vaccines and anti-serum m 
combating the disease. 

(8) The agglutination test : 

A large number of experiments and sield 
observations have been carried out during the 
year in order to ascertain the true value of 
this test as a meams~ of eradicating the 
disease. 

(9) Methods of control ianid eradication. 


The results obtained- from these imvestigations, and 
the conclusions arrived iat, will form the subject of a 
paper which will be read at the Harper-Adiams’ Com 
ference in August by Captain Doyle, the officer im 
charge of the work. 

For some. time past special! attention has also been 
given to the subject of Diphtheritic Roup, with the 
object of- obtaining, if possible, a teliiablle method ¢f 
immunising fowls against this disease. One meshod 
has been discovered which has already given hopeful 
results in experiments earnied out at the laboratcry, 
but which will now require to be tested under field 
conditions. There are certain cbjections to this 
method, but, provided thie field trials are favou rable, 
it is hoped by its employment to meduce the mortality 
and the duration of the disease on inifeeted premises. 
Roup is undoubtedly the most formidable malady of 
the adult fowl in this country, and im view of its Im 
portance to the industry, it is intended to concentrate 
efforts upon it in the near future with the object of 
evolving some reliable methiod of prevention, if pos 
gible. In view, however, of the large volume of work 
which has already been carried out by investigators m 
various parts of the world, and the scant success whieh 
has attended their efforts, the difficulties which will 
be encountered are fully «appreciated. : 
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With regard to Roup, I should like to point out that 
f on the first appearance of this. disease on a farta i 
is treated with indifference anid the elementary rules 
x%£ disinfection and isolation ane ignored, disaster is 
vound to follow. — If, however, every suspected case. is 
solated, and thorough disinfection practised, there is 
iittle fear of a big outbreak. This, of course, is a 
yenerall rule w hich applies to alll contagious diseases, 
The Ministry has recently issued a lleaflet on Roup, i 
whieh recommendations based on present know! ree 
40 far ms it goes, are made for its prevention. Until 
such time as more scientific knowledge has been ob- 
jained as the result of systematic study of this disease, 
f would recommend alll poultry farmers to camry out 
he recommendations made in the Ministry’s leaflet. 
4 copy can be obtained by sending a post card to the 
Ministry's Office, at 10, Whitehall Place, London, 
3.W.1. 
| The research work in poultry nutrition, which is 
yeIng carried out by Mr. Hallnani at Cambridge, con- 
anues tc make satisfactory progress. 
_ Balance experiments carried jout with White Leg- 
gern pullets indicate that ege laying is not preceded 
ya long period of storage of-nitrogen or calcium, the 
demands of the bird for ealicium and nitrogen during 
290 laying being almost, if not completely, met by in- 
eased retention of these elements from the iavailable 
‘ood supply.’ The metabolism of phosphorus in the 
yird appears to be linked with that of calcium, and 
oxcessive calcium fe¢ding may lead to depletion of 
dhosphorus reserves. ‘The number of eggs (laid by a 
sird during each ege eycle se peans to be a fundamental 
tharacteristic of the bird itself, and does not applear to 
ye regulated (providing minimum requirements are 
net) by variations in the food supply 

In studying the composition of thle White Leghorn 
Tom birth to maturity, an interesting difference aip- 
years to exist between the cockerel and the pullet. 
Under precisely similar conditions of nutrition and 
anvironment, more fat appears to be deposited in the 
suillets than in the cockerell. 
| With regard to the breeding research work, which is 
oeing carried out by Professor Punmett ‘at Cambridge : 

The main research in progress iis that.connected with 
he inheritance of fecundity. It is gemerailly agreed 
that-high fecundity in the hen is hereditary, and that 
t depends upon at least several distinct factors. But 
4s no adequate analysis has yet been made the precise 
qumber of such factors, as welll. as their nature, remains 
andetermined. The first thing to be determined is 
whether any of the hereditary factors show _ sex- 
inkage—whether the highly fecumd hen gets from her 
sire a something that makes fior extra fecundity which 
jhe cannot obtaim from her dam. Dr. Pearl says that 
the does. Dr. Goodale says that she does not. At 
Jambridce a new method had been devised for attaick- 
ng this “probl em. It depends upom the fact, ascer- 
waned from experiments with other creatures, that 
sharacters which \are sex-linked ‘also shiow linkage with 
me another, In poultry Rock-barring and silver are 
‘haracters which are both sex-linked, amd conse- 
{uently also show linkage with one another. If now 
here is a fecundity factor which jig sex-linked it will 
show linkage with these two plumage characters, pro- 
tided that the matings are made in a proper way. 


The experiment consists in mating a Barred Rock 
hen ‘of "high fecundity with a Black Sumatra cock. 
Barring, silver and high fecundity go in from the‘hen’s 
side of the eross, while from the cock’s are derived 
non-barring, gold, amd llow fecundity. A number of 
such first-cross birds were bred in 1924. This year 
some of these first-cross cockerels have been mated to: 
(1) Sumatra, and (2) to ‘Silklie hens, and «about 100 
chicks are now in course of being reared. The pullllets 
will be trap-nested during the coming year to ascertain 
whether the better layers are more often found among 
the bamreds and the silvers thian among the unbarreds 
and the golds. Should this turn out to be the ease, it 
will point to there being a definite sex-linked factor for 
fecundity, and further ‘experiments would then be 
devised for putting the matter to the test. 


With regard to the southern table poultry experi- 
ments, 1t willl be remembered that the Southern Sub- 
Committee was set up in 1923, and with the approval 
of the Main National Institute Advisory Committee, 
decided to undertake experiments on the following 
lines :— 


(1) To ‘ascertain the best methods of feeding 
and marketing at alll times of the year birds pro- 
duced as a by- product on commercial egg darms. 

(2) The comparative vailue for table purposes of 
the breeds most generally kept ion commercial ege 
farms, with the breeds and cross-breeds. generally 
regarded as the best for table use. 

(3) The amount of weight and the value of 
weight gained by the vanious breeds and ecross- 
breeds tsed in the investigations in relatiion to 
the weight and value (cost) of food consumed. 


Preliminary trials .were undertaken from January 
to October, 1924, in order to gaiin some experience as 
to the best methioid of conducting the experiments 
proper, which were timed to commence in January, 
1925. During these preliminary tests certain’ stock 
birds were found to be earriers of B.W-.D., amd on 
this account hatching from the Rhode Islland Red pen 
had tobe abandoned. The Silver Grey Dorking-Light 
Sussex Cross was also not included in: the test, owing 
to the difficulty which was experienced in obtaining 
suitable Dorking male birds; @onsequentily only White 
Lechorns, White Wyandottes, Light Sussex, and 
Indian Game- Light Sussex cross were deallt with dur- 
ing the preliminary test 


Tt would, of course, be premature to draw any 
definite conclusions from the results obtained during 
the preliminary test carried out in 1924, as only a 
limited number of birds and breeds were dealt with 
in. this test. It may, thowever, be stated,. without 
prejudice tio any results which may be obtained from 
future tests on a more comprehensive scalle, that there 
were indications that chicks become saleable as petit 
poussin of from 14ozs to 160zs. in weight, at ages 
varying from 64 to 9 weeks, the ages increasing as the 
hatchinig season advances into the autumn. The 
average cost of feeding a chick to the petit poussin 
stage ‘works out at 6d. per bird. The average cost of 
feeding birds from the petit poussin stage up to 14 
weeks Tot age, appears to be about 9d. or 10d. more 
per bird. 
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From the point of view of the production of Table 
Poultry, of the breeds and cross-breeds used during the 
preliminary experiments, it would appear that the 
Indian Game (malle), crossed with Liight- Sussex hens, 
produces the best bird for this pumpose at uaill stages, 
and has on the average so far shown the best profit 
over feeding costs, either as a Petit Poussin. ‘‘Off the 
Run,’’ trough fied or crammed. 

There is, however, in this cross a tendency to throw 
a certain number of yellow-legged and yellow-skinned 
birds, the percentage would appear to, be ‘about 20 per 
eent. Of these the yellow colour when present is 
deeper and more decided in the cockerells than inthe 
pullets. 

An additional advantage in favour of the Indian 
Game cross is that the chickens produced ail appear 
very close feathered, and do not require so much 
plucking as some of the pure breeds dealt with. 

Of the pure breeds used in the preliminary experi- 
ments, the Light Sussex has done better than the 
others Having a white skin and legs, it produces a 
nicer looking and better quality table ‘bird than the 
White Wyanditte. In yroint of size and growth there 
does niot appear to be much to choose between these 
fwo breeds, but the White Wyandotte, having a yellow 
skin and legs, if killed before being fattened, loses in 
quality and appearance on this account. When, how- 
ever, these birds ure properly crammed and finished as 
“Surrey ’’ fowls, the skin ‘becomes nearly white, and 
the yellow colour is only noticeable om the legs. 

The R.I. Red was only used ‘during thie « latter 
period of the Preliminary Experiments, but it wouid 
seem to be decidedly inferior, as a table bird, to the 
three others mentioned above. They do not appear to 
grow so well, and even when crammed and finished as 
‘Surrey ’’ fowls, they have a decided tendency io 
retain the coloured skin, which, although not exactly 
yellow, detracts very much from their appearance and 
quality. 

The White Leghorns do not, of course, attain the 
size of the “‘heavy’’ breeds and the cross, but some-of 
these (Leghorns) hatched during June amd July, which 
were sold as unfatted birds straight ‘‘ off the run,”’ 
produced quite plump birds of about 2bs. at 14 
weeks of age. Although as a breed they allso appear 
to make additional profit over feeding costs, if kept 
on and crammed, the gain is not so great in. propor- 
tion, and, from the point of view of the Commercial 
Egg Farmer. it would appear that of those hatched 
early in the season, it would probably be most profit- 
able to dispose of the cockerells not required for stock, 
as soon as they reached the Petit Poussin stage, or at 
any rate, ais green chickens straight “off. the run,”’ 

It was noticeable amongst the earlier hatched White 
Leghorns that the cockerels of this breed were as heavy 
at six weeks of age as those of the ‘‘heavy”’’ breéds: 

It must, however, be understood that mo definite 
deductions can be drawn from the records obtained to 
date, as the amount of food consumed per bird was 
varied from time to time in different batches of the 
same breed, for reasons which have not yet been aseer- 
tained. 

As regards the present year’s experiments, it may be 
mentioned that 2091 chicks have been hatched up to 
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the 30th June, 1925. No records of the results ob 
tained from these birds iare yet available. 4 

The Northérn breeding experiments for egg produe| 
fion, which are being conducted at the Reaseheath| 
School of Agriculture, are proceeding satisfactorily. —| 

The object of these experiments is to test out, undé} 
varetul recording, methods allready being tried py} 
Utility breeders; to test certain methods of breeding 
which it is thought may result in the production} 
high-laying straints and to cclilect’ as much data as pas: 
sible that may be useful im the selection of breeding! 
stock for egg production. 

The three breeds—White Leghorns, White Wyan-) 
dottes, and Rhode Island.Rieds—were chosen for the! 
experiments. ‘and the original femuile binds included six 
good and six poor layers of each of these breeds, ae 
ascertamed at a Laying Trial. The male birds were) 
selected from high-laying strains, | 

A lange number of pullets were reared in 1924. anv 
after alll the defective and non-typical of these had been 
sold for table purposes, as many as possible of the 
progeny of certain ‘birds ‘of the original stock were 


‘retained for 1925. Cockerellg were selected in, the same 


way. ‘The number ‘of pulllets ‘used for the various 
matings was 119, and the number of cockerels 24, 
Included in the latter are six of the .1924 malle birds 
m the Father and Daughter matimg, and six pur 
chased from outside for the Out-breeding mating. ‘The 
remainder of the pullets retained are being trap-nested 
in order to collect data on their egg-laying capacity, 
which willl assist the Sub-Committee im drawing com 
clusions from the performance of their mated sistensy 
In addition to the young stock, the mothers of the 

| 


pullets and cockerels have been retained, and are being 
trap-nested in order to collect further data on their 
egy-laying capacity. 

The matings are as folllows:—Mother and Son, 
Father and Daughter, Brother and Sister, Half: 
Brother and Hailf-Sister, Uncle and Niece, Conrsin and 
Cousin, and Out-crosses. There are also matings df 
the progeny of birds that haive shown a capacity for 
breeding ‘pullets and cockerels respectively. 

Ciare has been taken to retain reserve pullets for 
each mating. and duplicates of the entire matings have 
been arranged in order to insure against the possibility 
of the death of pullets or cockerels. Progeny from the 
same birds has been used for the inbreeding and out 
breeding sections, so that these sections are acting as 
ecntrols one to the other. 

Incubation was commenced early in February, anid 
the results have proved satisfactory. Some 2,126 
chickens are being reared, from whiich the stock for 
1925 will be selected. The rearing is being carried out 
on the free range system, for which purpose additional 
five acres of land have been fenced im, and twelve 7f{t. x 
S{t. houses have been purchased. The station now 
occupies about eight acres, and the lay-out is much 
admired by visitors. 4 

Comparatively few — deaths of adult ‘birds have 
occurred. Dead birds are being forwarded to the 
Ministry of Agriculture's Veterinary Laboratory for 
examination, and particular attention iis being paid $0 
diseases affecting the reproductive orgians. , 

Stamdard food mixtures have been: iadopted for the 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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National Poultry 
Parliament at Harrogate. 


About seventy-five delegates were present ab the meetung of 
the National. Poultry Piarliament, which was held at tue 
l3elvedere Rooms, Harrogate, on uesday, Jwiy 14th, and the 
jwo following days. Mr. ‘tom. Newnian, the Fiesiaent, was 
a the SS hie 

A cordial welcome was offered the delegates by the Mayor, 
Jouncililor C. KH. Carter, who remarked {that the N.P.C. gave a 
amity to the poultry industry which was of great vawue, and 
‘ended to stimulate outside interest. Mr. Chem Watson pro- 
posed, and Mr. Goode seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Mayor, which was carried with-applause. 

‘The Minister of Agriculture.—Mr. tudward Brown, the Secre- 
jary, read a letter from the Minister of Agriculture, deepry 
‘egretting that he could.not be present as arranged; Is regie. 
was the greater because the Parhament was meeting in lis own 
honstituency. lf was not lick of interest whic caused bis 
jibsence, but the necessity of his attendance in the House of 
Jommons. He hoped that week to introduce a bil into the 
douse, which would include a clause for the compulsory mavk- 
ng of imported eggs. With the passage of this Bull into Jaw 
‘ne home producer “should reap the reward of! bis efforts, -and 
Nave every incentive to umprove his marketing methods. 
| The President said they had new completed another year in 
he history of the National Pouitry Council. On the whole it 
Fas a gratifying one to them. if nothing sensational had 
een done, some useful work had been accomplished, and they 
aad succeeeded in .strengthening their position with the in- 
lustry, but with the increased scope of the work the. problems 
Would be more numerous and more acute, and the need for 
mity would be greater than ever. Disease was becoming more 
inenacing, the aid of the scentist they welcomed, but there 
Was more important work to be done in the field than in the 
jaboratory. ‘The marking of imported eggs had now become pirac- 
ical politics. The coming conference on the organisation of 
ihe marketing side was on this account of very ereal importance, 
jor the Bill “would be of little value if there was no better 
organisation than ab present existed. Thanks, almost wholly, 
0 the efforts of the Council, the National Poultiry Institute 
vas now in being, and they could congiratulate: theniselves on 
hat. 
| The Year’s Work.—Mr. Edward Brown read the Annual Re- 
jport of the N.P.C. He said those engaged in the industry had 
some through very trying times, better “than had been evident 
a other pursuits. It was regrettable that the umity they had 
jtimed at had only been partly attained; societies and indi- 
‘riduais for reasons best known to themselves held aloof. 

As previously reported, the Legal Defence Fund ‘has enabled 
whe Council to take steps to defend poultry-keepers in several 
arections which would not otherwise have been possible, no’ talily 
/B Tespect to assessments for Income Tax and rating. . Despite 
ibe fact that in almost all appeals which, on the advice of 
ihe Council, have been made to’ Special Commissioners, and in 
several heard by Local Commissioners, decisions have been 
fiven that powltry farming is husbandry within the meaning 

Ne. the Finance Acts, and should be assessed under Schedule B, 
chat is, on the basal of rental, up to present time the Council 
las not been able to compel the Inland Revenue to carry a case 
(6 the High Court of Justice so as to settle the question 
fenerallly, thus putting an end to what is a persecution of 
poultry-keepers on the part_of that Government department, in- 
joving a large amount of trouble and considerable expense ‘to 
hose “concerned. Notice of! appeal, however, has been given 
‘1 one important case, and it is hoped that it will be carried to 
Mm issue. The National Poultry Council has guaranteed 50 per 
@nt. of the costs of defence in this case, in which guarantee 
ihe National Farmers’ Union is sharing to the extent of 25 per 
‘ent. Owing ‘to the action of the Council, the rating’ authorities 
ire almost univarsally assessing land used for poultry farming 
6 agricultural land, liable for one-quarter ‘the full rates im- 
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From many parts of the country 1reperts have been received 
as to losses’ arising from the worrying or killing of poultry by 
dogs, which is becoming a very serious question, involving not 
cnly immediate but contingent loss. In order that the law as 
ito the responsibility of owners of dogs should be clearly defined, 
the Couneil made a grant from the Legal Defence Fund to- 
wards deiending a case in which a County Court judge’s award 
of damages for the kil'ng of 175 chie kens was appealed against 
in the High Court of Justice, where it was Tevensed on’ the 
eround that the owner did not know the animal was Vicious. 
Inquiries have shown that the law. does not accord to.poullry 
the same protection as in the case-of cattle and other domestic 
annals. Steps are being taken, in conjunction with the 
National Farmers” Union, toe secure an amendment of ‘the law, 
and it is hoped ‘that such will be accomplished. Dog owners 
must be made responsible for injury done by their ammaits. 

Once more the National Poultry Council desires to make 
acknowlledgment cf the great services rendered by the, honorary 
solicitors, Messrs. A. i. Hamlin and Co. (2, Soho Square, 
Lendon, W.1), in so freely and generously giving’ advice in 
respect to Income Tax and rating, responsibi! iby of dog owners, 
and a multitude cf other directions, for’ which the thanks of 
the poultry industry as a whole are due. 

An Arbitration Board.—With a view to preventing disputes 
arising between sellers and purchasers, and in other ways, being 
carried into the Law Courts, thus incurring heavy legal ex- 
penses, the National Poultry Council has decided to form an 
Arbitwation Board. It may be hoped that wherever difficuilties 
may arise in the way idseated advantage may be taken to 
avoid ‘litigation. 

The annual examinations airanged by the National Pouttry 
Diploma Examination Board were held at the © Laneuashure 
County Farm School, Hutton, near Preston, July 15th to 18th, 
1924, and the thanks of the National Poultry Council have 
Leen expressed to the Lancashire County Council for the excel- 
lent arrangements made,.and to the examiners. Ten candidates 
presented: themselves, of whom five passed in ail subjects, threc 
tailed in one or two subjects, and two failed entwey. Four 
of the five who passed (one has net. yet complied with Regu- 
lation If, as to pract.cal traming), und one candidate who 
passed in 1923 were awarded the Wiptoma (N.D-P.). ‘The next 
examinations wijl take place at Harper Adams’ Coll ege, Bept. 
14th and 15th, 1925. 

The Government on coming into office at once announced its 
intention’ of intreducing the Merchandise Marks Bill as one of 
its OWn measures, and of granting the necessary facilities for 
carrying it on to the Statute’ Book, and on Variows occasions 
the Minister of Agmoulture and cubers ‘have renterated this 
promise. Steps-have been taken for urging that the promise 
made shali be carried into etfect. this session, both upon the 
Government and the Agricultural Committee in the House of 
Commons. It is satislaciory to report that the support given 
by local authorities in action taken -to compel poultry-keepers 
maintaining their fowls tn a sanitary condition, thus avoiding 
asl danger to public health, have had the effect in many urban 
areas Of securing a great mnprovement in the methods adopted 
and conditions of poultry runs. 

A considerable number of cases have been reported to the 
National + Poultry Council where birds suffering from or are 
carriers, of disease are sold, either privately or at public markets 
and ‘auctions, as a result of which disease is spread throughout 
the country. Jit has endeavoured to obtain an order that poulliry 
shdll be. inspected at markets and auctions; up to the present, 
however, without success, owing to the difficulties and costs of 
inspect-on. This question is being pressed upon the auithoritics, 
and it is hoped that the object will be attained. -Thereis no 
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duration of the experiments in order to keep the feed- 
ine as uniform as possible. 

Records are being earefully kept, and these are %o 
be examined by ian expert, who wlll interpret them for 
the guidance of the Sub-Committee. — It is hoped that 
in time valuable information on breeding for egg pro- 
duction will be available for the general poultry 
breeder, 
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question that the menace of disease- among poultry is a growing 
one, and that there are serious dangers to the poultry industry 
in this direction. Whilst in a number of instances. the National 
Poultry Council, in conjunction with the Masters of Foxhounds 
Association, have obtained more adequate compensation from 
Hunts where poultry have been killed by foxes, of late reports 
indicate that the depredations of these vermin are increasing 
and that- Hunts are not keeping them down to the mimimum. 
In otherg the Hunts refuse to pay compensation or offer con- 
temptible amounts under which conditions poultry-keepers must 
protest themselves. - Unless Hunts are able to pay for their 
sport they have no justification in continuing.. Very sad cases 
have been reported in which struggling men ~have been ruined, 
as. they could obtain no redress. 

Following ;upon the consideration of scoring at laying ‘triais, 
and adoption of the recommendations made to secure greater 
uniformity, the Nationall Poultry Council has appointed a Laying 
‘DrialsCommittee and arranged ior registration of such tials 
as are “willing to conform to the regulations iaid down, “copies 
of which ean ‘be obtained on application. 

Among other subjects which have received attention” may be 
mentioned: Railway Companies. and Compensation and Faciluties 
at Exhibitions; Manurial Values of Poultry an relation to ¢om- 
pensation on determination of tenancy; Gireater Consumption of 
Kegs and Poultry; Preservation of Eggs, etc. The National 
Poultry Council has decided to convene a National and wepre- 
sentative onference of producers, societies and distributors, 
wholesale and retiaill, to consider what steps are necessary to 
improve and enhance the qualities of native eggs and poultry, 
and }to encourage ;their consumption, Amrangements are (in 
progress for this conference, which will meet at as eariy a date 
as can be conveniently arranged. It is hoped that by bring- 
ing together all the various interests definite suggestions muy 
be made for meeting competition of imported supplies. 

The statement of receipts and expenditure to be presented 
by ‘the treasurer indicates how Jimited is the total support 
given to it on the part of the great bulk of those engaged in 
the poultry andustry. Money is essential to meet the charges 
off administration in every direction. Unless it is forthcoming 
the operations of the Council must be curtailed, or it must 
ceuse to operate. Much more, might have been accomplished 
had the..means been available. There are now projects which 
are withheld for the reason that 'those who propcse schemes do 
not consider the costs of carrying these’ out, because they do 
not share in the burden and responsibility of doing this. The 
few hiave expended freely in time and money in their support 
of the Naitionaf Poultry Council. A larger number ‘have 
materially helped by contributing as patrons, for which fits 
thanks are due. 

Mr. A. H. Brownson, the Treasurer, presented his report. He 
remarked on the ‘generosity of the members of the S.P.B/A. 
who the previous year had contributed £230 to the General 
Fund and £100 to the Legal Defence Fund; this year he- had 
been handed a cheque for £255 6s. 

Mr. ‘Skinner -said that, while they alll appreciated thé splendid 
contribution of the S.P.B.A., they should not forget that the 
N.U.P.S. had sent £30, mainly contributed by ‘smailil- societies. 
He was there in the ‘mterests of the underdog. The accounts 
show an excess of income over expenditure of £8 17s. 6d. The 
report® was ‘adopited. 

The remainder of the session was occupied in listening to 
the’ statement of the Poultry Commissioner with reference to 
the progress of the National Poultry Institute. The report 
appears in another column. 

In the afternoon the delegates visited thle well-known farm 
of Mr. Frank Snowden, at Cowling, Keighley, and were enter- 
tained to tea by Mr. and Mrs. Snowden. The keenest interest 
was manifested, many famous winning pens which had upheld 
the reputation: of ithe English breeder abroad were on. view, 
and others which had won laurels for their .owner in, this 
country, included among these were the birds which won the 

Daily Mail’’ two yearns’ test. The splendid condition of the 
stock, and the whole lay-out of the farm, won Mr. Snowden 
many warm compliments, and everyone enjoyed the visit and 
came away highly pleased with what they. had seen. 

Wednesday Session.—The early part of the morning was 
spent in‘ the election of officials. 
Mr .Leslie Widiams lad written, withdrawing his nomination 


The President announced that 


\ 


for the Vice-Presidency, assigning as his reason the restoratig| 
of Mr. Walker to health, and he would not oppose one wh 
had done so much hard work on behalf of the Council; ane! 
secondly, he was of opinion that it was inadvisable that th 
Presidency should be held two years in succession in ithe South 
It was also intimated that Mir. Bruce. Wilcock had withdrawr) 
I'he President then stated that he had pleasure in announcin) 


that Mr. Walker wis elected. 


A letter was then read from the Treasurer, Mr. A. H. Browr 
son, stating that, for purely personal reasons, he was compelle} 
to resign his office as Treasurer., The resignation was receive] 
with very general regrets. Mr. Brownson had fulfilled this dutie) 
as Treasurer with every possible satisfaction to the Cound] 
had_ given ithe greatest possible assistance at the most~ critioa| 
period, and had carried out the duties of bis office with th 
greatest enthusiasm. He is still to retain his office “as -Joum 
Secretary. It was arnounced that Col. ‘Sandbach would acta 
Hon. Treasurer. 

As Col. Sandbach had succeeded Mr, Brownson as Treasure} 
it became necessary to nominate another Auditor. The Presider 
moved the suspension of the standing orders, which was agree! 
to. -Mr. Longbottom and Mr. J. G. Kitson were nominaltec 
Mr. Longbottom withdrew in favour of Mir. Kitson, and th 
latter with Mr.-:Collier was declared duly elected. 

The retiring President then thanked all ‘those present for th 
support and confidence they had ‘given him durimg his year ¢) 
office, Through their kindness hig task had been an easy an} 
pleasant one, and he should always look back upon the tim/ 
with pride and pleasure. He particularly wished to expres) 
his gratitude tio the Secretaries, who had assisted him in ever) 
way. He also thought a word off appreciation was due to th 
Press for the generous support it had given the Council. Thea} 
was ‘little criticism, and such as there had been had been cot) 
structive and of real assistance to them. In installing the ne! 
peat Mr. Clem Watson, he said: Mr, Watson was t/ 
welll known ‘to ‘them to need an introduction. He had rendere) 
great services to the industry, both in this country and abroa| 
He was a past President of the Poultry Club, a well-know) 
judge, and he was convinced that such an able and éxperience| 
man would have the confidence of everyone. He wished M/ 
Watson a most successful year, and a very pleasant one. . 

Acknowledgments.—Mr. Longbottom moved a resolution 4) 
thanks to. the late President, Mr. Tom Newman, and. tt) 
Auditors, Col. Sandbach and Mr, Collier. This was seconde| 
by Mr. Goode, and carried amidst applause. | 

Presidential Address.—The President, on rising, received a veil 
ihparty reception from the delegates present. He thanked thej 
all for the honour they thad done him in electing him to so gréij 
an office. Hie had been keenly interested in the National Pou! 
try Council since its inception, and they must alll recognise that | 
would \be a disaster to the industry if, from Jack of support 1 
indifference on the part of those who should suppost it, it cou) 
could no longer carry on. He was sorry to see that so many } 
the specialist breed clubs were not represented on the Counei) 
He them proceeded to speak of science in relation to ponltr 
keepers. In his opinion the scientist had done them a, Jot 4) 
harm. They were too hasty in reaching their conclusions, aij 
the consequence was the poultrykeeper hardly knew where ) 
was fromm one ay. to another. Quite recently there had her 
trouble zn. connection with a case of B.W.D., ‘and two scientist 
had said it was mof possible for infection to take placé- from @) 
to elgg, and two others thad flatly contradicted them. The breed | 
was in a bad position, He thought the scientist should exerell 
more care, They wanted a little amore practice and a little le 
science. Mr. Watson concluded, by appealing for greater uni 
and support for the National Poultry Council, emphasising wh! 
he had previously said in reference to the great need of a cenit] 
representative. body, and assuring ‘the delegates that the would " 
all in ‘his power to further the interests of the Council. 

Presentation.—At the conclusion of his address, the Preside 
said he had a very pleasant duty to perform, and a most une} 
pected one. ~The Barcelona Congress, he believed, was direct! 
responsible for it. He asked Mr. and Mrs.’ Tom Newman 
accapt from the members of the National Poultry Council a séll 


silver coffee service together with the very best wishes of t) 
Ponca for their future happiness. 
Mr. and Mrs. Newman suitably thanked all present for | 
very handsome gift and for the good wishes. 
Resolutions. —The Couneil then proceeded to consider the ref 
lutions. “Registrate of National Poultry Couneil,’’ moved 3j 
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'Mr. P. Hedwerth-Foulkes 
' was ugreed to 

“Poultry Farming and Agriculture,’’ moved by the N.W.P.S. 
“The resolution wes to the effect that the National Farmers’ 
Union be asked to tse ifs influences with county branches for 
the appoiitment of a Poultry Commititee ito each branch. ‘A greed 
' to unanimously. 

“Business Training at Agricultural Colleges.’ Moved by Mr. 
Dowden, and seconded by Mr. Bostock Smith. on behalf of the 
($.P.B A. Both mover ‘and scéonder urged the need of business 
hand training, and insisted ‘that mamy fav ures in poultry-farmine 
were entirely due to lack of business knowledge. Oiposed by 
Mr. Geo Paliner. on the ¢:ound that there was no time for such 
training. which should be acquired elsewhere. An agricultural 
veollege was not expected to givea business education, but to 
\train ‘students im agriculture. Opposed by Mr. Skinner, on the 
ground that he represented the wnder-dog, and the man who had 
not the means-could not possibly obtain such a training. After 
further discussion the President put the resolution ‘to the meet- 
-ing, and it was declared carried. 


Seconded ‘by Mr. Tom Barron. This 


~ Economics of Poultry Farming ’’ (Lancashire Federation}, 
| Moved by Mr. Hammett, and seconded by Dr. Helm. The 


‘resolution asked that the N.P.C. be instructed to secure the co- 
operation of Agricultural Colleges in obtaining independent and 
authorised records as to the Economics of Commercial Povltry 
|Parming on similar Ines to those already. published for Bast 
Anglia and Yorkshire, in respect to Poultry and General Farms: 
(1) Capital. (2) Costs of Production of Kggs iand Poultry, (3) 
Profits on Groups of Selected Poultry Farms in different areas. 
The resolution was carried umanimously. 

~ Responsibility of Owmers of Dogs and Cats’? (Poultry 
Club). - Moved by Mr Skinner, seconded by Mr. Birkhead. Mr. 
,Ardern moved that cats be omitted, as they were not a domestic 
animal, and if shot no damages could be imcurred, provided the 
owner was tot breeding for sprofit. It was pointed out by the 
Secretary that the Parliamentary Committee had an interview 
recently with the Agwiculturall Committee of ithe House of Com 
mons, and as & result a Bill had been drafted by the Counceil’s 
} solicitors, which would be presented as ‘soon as possible, and 
would have the full support of the committee, The resolution 
was agreed to unanimously, the wo:d “cats’’ omitted, as sug- 
gested by Mr. Ardern. 

Declaration of Preserved Eggs ” (Lancashire Utility Pouliry 
Society). Moved by Mr. Collier, seconded by Mr. Hamnett. The 
resolution asked that steps sfould be taken by the Council to 
embody in the Merchandise Marks Bill that all cold stored and 
‘preserved eggs, imported into this country, should be marked as 
‘such, also English preserved eggs. Further consideration should 
‘be given to small poultry-keepers in this country who are pre- 
serving lajye quantities of eggs which should be marked as pre- 
‘served if offered for sale. ‘Ail poultry-keepers preserving eggs 
should be registered similar to milk sellers. 
| Mr. Dowden moved that the last sentence be deleted. 

Mr. Tom Barron movéd that the words, ‘‘All persons who buy 
‘or store preserved eggs for resale shall ‘be registered as milk 
| sellers ame.’ 

Considerable discussion tcok place, many of the delegates pre- 
sent beng of opinion that the proposils were impracticable, and 
would burden the progress of the Bill. Tt was eventually carried 
iby a lange majority with Mr. Barron’s amendment. 

“Conference on Diseases of Poultiry ’’ (S.P.B.A.). 
|Mr. Ton Newman, seconded by Dr, Helm. 

(Mir. Newrnan said that roup in virulent form appeared to be 
On the increise, and was causing ruinous losses. They knew 
(now that it was due to a filter passing virus, ‘but beyoud that 
‘fact they knew no morethay they did 20 years ago. There were 
‘bondreds of quack remedies, but the methods were the same as 
‘im Ithe-tirne of their grandfathers. The object of the proposed 
‘committee would be to collect such knowledge as was available, and 
give it to the public, so that ‘they might. be able to make the 
best possible use of it. It was in no way intended to reflect on 
\the research worker or the scientist. They appreciated all that 
was being done and their faith that a solution would come from 
‘them was no no way shiken. but they could not sit with folded 
arms. 

Sir Stewart Stockman, who was announced to jspeak to the 
\Pesolution, said he vevy much regretted that he had ‘been com 
}pelled to come a day earlier than was announced, as he had 
hoped to have an opportunity of mecting Mir. Toovey, but what 
ihe had to say he would have said had that (gentleman been. pre- 
Sent. First he musi allude to ihe remarks made in the Presi- 


Moved by 


dential address. He could not agree with what Mr. Watson had 
said, and further it was inconsistent with resolution 8, in ‘which 
the Poultry Club had asserted that ‘‘it is of ithe utmost importance 
to the Poultry Indnstry to have speedy notice of the jatest investi- 
galtions eoncerning Bacillary White Diamrhoea, Coccidiosis, and 
other diseases of poultry.”” As to ‘the case he had cited jhe should 
remember that one positive would always beat two negatives, and 
it bad. beem definitely proved that there was infection from eigie 
to egg. The scientist could only give them such information as 
he possessed. Whatever had gone wrong in the poultry world 
was not the fault of the scientist. They must blame them- 
selves for that. He now wished to refer to Mr. Toovey’s: farm. 
When the- outbreak occurred, Mir, Francis telephoned to him 
on Mr. Toovey’s behalf, amd asked that someone should be sent 
down. He had been obliged ‘to reply that he could not do so, 
as if he comphed with the request, he should have to do so in 
the case of every Tom, Dick, or Hanry who was in trouble. The 
staff ait Weybridge was a very small one, and their time wais fully 
occupied in investigaiing diseiise. It was impossible for him to 
send to poultry farms whenever he was asked to do so. Kventually 
after more pressure from Mr, Toovey, the sent down Caipt. Doyle, 
who was informed that the whole farm had been placed in the 
hands of someone who had guaranteed & cure, and that under 
the circumstances they could mot accept his assistance. Capt. 
Doyle had made suggestions with regard to vaccines, but Mr. 
Toovey could not see his way to accept. He was very sorry, 
but they could do on more. Speaking to the resolution, he said 
it was nonsense for the smover to say they knew no imore of 
roup than they did twenty years Ibefore. They did know more. 
He thought such a committee might serve a useful punpose in 
disseminating knowledge. It would help him if there was a cen- 
tral body to whom they could communicate their findings, as it 
was impossible for hima to send someone to every public meeting 
to speak on disease. If at the end of, say 12 months, they 
could give info:mation to some central body to disseminate, that 
should prove of alssistance. Sir Stewart made some genera! 
romarks ondiseiaise and answered questions in reference to Fowl 
est. He said that the best chance of keeping the farm free 
from disease was .to start with clean healthy stock; and ~ be 
extremely careful in the introduction of new stock. If they did 
this they would escape disease, provided the sanitary laws wenc 
not neglected. 

Mr. Newman said that whatever new knowledge the scientist 
possessed. he persisted in ‘his assertion that we were not in a 
better mosition to fight roup to-day than we were 20 years ago. 
The object of the committee; ii appointed, would be to dissemi- 
nate knowledge. halt was the real reason for the resolution, to 
give to the publhe what was known. 

The resolution was carred unanimously. 

Mr. Toovey--The keenest disappointment was expressed that 
Mr ‘Toovey had not been present ito meet Sir Stewart Stockman. 
The ‘Prasident announced thait he would be given an opportunity 
of speaking the following morning. His remarks are given here 
for conven:ence, - Before he began his speech, which was. listened 
to with mapt attention, Mr. Brown said he wished to apologis® 
for neglecting to advise Mr. Toovey of the change of plan with 
ragand to Sir Stewart Stockman. In lthe pressure of work, he had 
forgotten to send him a wire notifying him of the change. 

Mr. “Toovey said ithat it was a matter of the greatest. regret 
to him ‘that he was not present when Sir Stervaut Stockman spoke. 
He would assure them he would say nothing in his absence which 
he would not have s&id in ‘his presence. The disease finst ap- 
peared at the end of Jamuany. It was endemic on the farm, 
Fle went to the Ministry of ‘Agriculture, and told Mr. Francis 
of tihe outbreak. He was mot concerned about it, as he thought 
it would get right. It got worse instead of better.and he went again, 
told them it was diphtheritic roup, coupled wih bird pox and a 
high fever. He asked for help. Mr. Francis telephonied to Wey- 
bridge, and the reply was a telephone message to the effect that 
they didm t know much about roup. He probably knew as much 
as they did. "hey advised isolation, and sent a leaflet containing 
nothing which they did not kmow 20 years before, gain he 
went to the Ministry, and received the reply from Sir Stewart 
Stockman that he could mot send down a man because if he did 
so every Tom, Dick and Hamry would expect the same thing. 
He reminded Sir Stewamt of a previous conversalion, in which 
he (Sir Stewart) had asked for his collaboration. On this he 
agreed to send dewn Capt. Doyle. Nothing ‘happened for 
several days. In the meantimie he had agreed to an attemptinig 
to wure the stock on the mo-cure, no-pay principle. A written 
agreement was made that he should clear at in four weeks, He 
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failed to do so. Directly aifter the agreement was made a letter 
was received from Capt. Doyle, offering an appointment. He 
thought it best to Jet him see the farm, and he came, suggesting 
vaccinating 25 birds from a flock of 1,500 in a field which bad 
not been attacked, isolating them for 18 days in case they infected 
others, avd then placing them with the flock. That would have 
taken six weeks, and he would not consent, as wt was not very 
helpful. He feared they could not expect much f.om the insti- 
tute as to the teaching of economic and techmical matters. 
Private enterprise always had, and aiways would, beat Govern- 
ment enterprise. He never had attached importance to the 
Institute but he did expect something from. the laboratormes. 
There were only one or tio saiemtists told off for poniiry research 
work at ‘Addlestone, and ‘he regretted io say that they did not 
want more work. He ‘believed they were trying to find a vaccine, 


but there was a great difference in roup, and lhe doubted whether 


they would find one which would be effective. Foot amd mouth 
disease’ was easily cured, and he had no doubt they coulld find a 
cure for roup. He had at Jast received the greatest help from 
Mr .Brain, and he iioped now they would soon ciear the’ farm. 
Mr. Bran liad attacked the disease from al! sides—the houses, 
the land, and through the food and the water. He had done 
great things, and he was very hopeful that they had found a 
cure. Judging from the immense number he had received, the 
diseise must be fur moze menacing them the average poultry- 
keeper believed. Mir. Toovey was loudly applauded when he sat 
down, and it was greed that a copy of waat he had said should 
be sent to the Manistry. 

Mr.- Buain said that Bird Pox, Diphtherne Roup, and Cénker 
can be cured. He had had a gieat deal of experience of it at the 
Midland T.aying Test, amd he would guarantee that no further 
outbreak of Diphtheric’ Roup would occur dhere. They would 
even accept birds suffering from the disease Roup is a blood 
disease, and they must punify the blood sitream. They must 
fed well on easily digested food A g.eat deal of ihe feeding of 
the present day was not suffiaently nounshing. Fumigation 
with chlorme gas -wais exceilent, but they could not use that for 
flock treatment. B-W.D. in the chicken was the shme as 
Diphtheric Roup in the adult ; sets thes would also find. In the 
chick it attacked the intestines. in the adult the respiratory o gans, 
Mr. Brains was hstened to with ss interest, and ihe was londly 
applauded. : 

Mr Geo? Falmer said roup was a curable disease, and he had 
cured many birds and bred fom them afterwards, even miauies 
which had been very bad cases. He had made no secret as to 
his cure (carbolic acid). 

‘* Information. Respecting. to Diseases of Poultry ’’ (Poulltry 
Club). Moved by Mr. A. P. Grant. This was the resolution 
referred to by Sir Stewart Stockman. 

Mr. Grant said that after what had been said he was diffident 
as to speaking to this resolution. He had no instructions from 
the P.C. Under the circumstances he would not press the 
resolution. 

** Taability of Vendors of Poultry and Eggs ’’ (Poultry Club) 
(Mr. Skinner). This asked that model conditions of — sale 
should be drawn up by the Council to protect the vendcr from 
claims due to losses incumred after the eggs or birds had- passed 
irom his control to the purchasers. 

Mr. Tom Newman said that a similar resolution to this had 
been moved by him on behalf of the S.P.B.A. three years ago 
at Leamington. They had been warned what would happen, 
and it had happened. The solicitors had drawn up conditions 
of sale. With ail respect to them he did not think this was 
what was wanted. They needed a simple formula, which could 
be printed om the invoice or contract note; it was useless in 
the catalogue. “Such a formula could be found under the Sale 
of Goods Act. He moved this formula be adopted. Mr.. Brown 
could possibly tell them what it was, 

Mr. Brown said that they had some difficult cases to deal 
with. He knew what Mr. Newman was referring ito, and they 
had the assurance of K.C. that it would cover them. ; 

Mr. Birkhead suggested that jit should be sent to “oe societies. 

Mr. Skinner said he would be pleased to accept Mr. Newman’s 
amendment, which was carried unanimously. 

Votes of thanks to the local committee, special reference being 
made to Mr. Frank Snowden, Mrs. Clay and Mr. Allen: for 
the admirable arrangements made, were carried. amidst applause. 

On the Wednesday evening a public meeting was held, the 
speakers being - Professor Thompson (‘‘ Poultry Problems in 


America ’’), Mr. Ambrose Keevil (“A Distributor’s View of 
the Egg Trade ’’), Mr. Dunn-Toon (" It Pays to Advertise e 
We hope to give particulars of these papers in next week's issuey 

On the Thursday aitternoon the delegates spenit an  interest- 
ing time at the Yorkshire Federation Test at, Otley. The plant 
was greatly admired, and it was rape! agreed thai no single 
test in the country was better laid out and more favourably 
situated. The Manager, Mr. Simpson, Mr, Frank Snowden, 
Mrs. Clay, and members of the committee present were hearty 
and deservedly congratulaited. 

NATIONAL POULTRY COUNCIL. 

A meeting of the Council was held on Friday morneng, the | 
business mainly consisted in the election of committees. The 
President was in the’ chair, The secretary stated that the | 
Coslely Council had, as a xesuit of representations, withdrawn 
their prohibition as to the keeping -of fowls, provided that chews 
were kept’ under such conditions..as would satisfy the Medical | 
Officer of Health. Reference was made as to the responsibility, 
of owners. of dogs. Mr. Brown said he had received a very 
large number of complaints from a:l over ithe country. Mr. 
Ardern gaid that the only laws which governed birds were 
the game laws; they could shoot a dog to save the life of a 
jowl, but it would be difficult to prove. 

An accounts. committee was elected, consisting of Messrs7 
Kitson, Street-Porter, Leslie Williams, and Mr, Hamnett. 

Tibe National Poultry Diploma Board was re-elected, with | 
the addition of Mr. Tom Newman, the President is ex-officio @ 
member. The names. were suggested for the arbitnation board, | 
and these were declared elected. Mr. A. T. Walker 22 votes, | 
and Mr. Hamnett 25, were re-eiected to the Poultry Advisory | 
Committee. | 

The following were elected to the Executive Committee:— 
Mr. Tom Newman 29 votes, Mr.. Hamnett 27, Mr. Streeet- | 
Porter 26, Mr. Bostock Smith 25, Mr. Foulkes 24, Mir. Kitson 

: 
| 


19, Mr. Barron 18, Mr. Collier 17; Mr. Frank Snowden. 1d; 
Mr. Leshe ‘Willams 15, Mir Brain 18. 
The Railway Committee was re-erected, Mr. Williams taking 
the place of Major Potter. 
The Finance Committee was re-elected. Mr. Bostock Smith 
wishing to retire, Mr. Newman was elected in his place. 


YORKSHIRE FEDERATION INTERNATIONAL LAYING TESTS, 
1924- 


First ten positions at end of Ninth Month for cups offered 
to members of Keighley and District Branch of S.P.B.A. in 
Class C:— 

Section 9.—Light Breeds. ayy Wharton, Keighley (W.L.), 181 
eggs; J. & W. Brayshaw, Keighley (W.L.), 172; H. Kershaw, 
Keighley (W.L.), 170; Wright and Fortune, Keighley (Ex. L), 
165; S. Preston, Haworth (W.L.), 147; 8. Hartley, Haworth (W.L,), 
163: B. Atkinson, Haworth (Bf. L,), 164; W. Thompson, Keighley 
(Blk. L.), 160; J. Paget, Keighley (W.L.), 143; J. Fisher, Cowling 
(Blk. L.), 144. 

Section 10.—Heavy Breeds.—A. Sawyer, Crosshills (R.I.R.), 
eggs; H. Downsborough, Bradshaw (W.W.), 191; Mrs. Eee) 
Pool (W.W.), 169; J, Brown, Glusburn (R.1.R.), 160; H. Downs- 
borough (W.W.), 166; Wright and Fortune, Keighley (W.W.), 139; 
Miss Taylor, Cullingworth (W.W.), 153; T. Marks, Somerset (L.8.), 
160; Mrs. Barber, Cullingworth (W.W.), 156; C. Macaulay, Keigh- 
ley. (R.I.R.), 146. : 


OUR FRONT COVER. 


Mr. R. H. Berney, of Harpenden, has been exceptionally 
successful in the breeding of highly fecund ducks, 

‘* Daisy,’’ the Champion White Runner, laid 300 eggs in 366 
days in the National Test, 1921-22, and 511 egos in two years, 

Ne Buttercup,’ another White Runner, ‘was a really wonderful 
bird, who laid a sequence of 238 eggs in. her second year, from 
October 2nd, 1920, to 20th May, 1925. She has now laid 26% 
eggs, and “as still in Jay. 

Mr. Berney is a great believer in pedigree, and his stock 
owes much of its wonderful fecundity to ‘* Lady Knight,’’ who 
land 363 eggs in 365 days in a New Zealand Test. 

It as one thing, however, to buy pedigree birds and quote 
another to know how to make the best use of them. At Har 
penden they appear to have been used to their full value, judg- 
ing by the wonderful success the stock has achieved. 4 


July 22nd, 1925. 


Market Report, 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, JULY 17th, 1925, 


GRAIN AND FEEDING. STUFFS—Small supplies of English 
wheat continue to attract little attention, but prices are firmer 
uid average fully i2s. 1d. per cwt. Rather more inquiry is 
reported for foreign wheats, and all quotations have advanced. 
)A quietly steady inquiry is experienced for barleys and prices 
shanges are in sellers’ favour, especially for imported descrip- 
fons. Only small stocks of English oats are offered and these 
wre nominally the turn dearer. Imported oats continue to move 
slowly, although the trade is rather better and quotations are 
jt shade higher in some _ instances. Spot supplies of maize are 
‘ather short, and, with more inquiry reported, advanced rates 
ule, Argentine now averaging 10s. 1d. per cwt., or 2d. more 
han last week. 


Offals generally have a distinctly firmer tendency with more 
yusiness passing and spot supplies somewhat limited. Meals 
ulso meet with rather more inquiry at hardening rates. Trade 
Jor oilcakes continues quiet, and lower prices are quoted for 
rompt delivery of linseeds and cottonseeds.. 


MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British) : Bristol, £7 12s: Hull, 
26 7s: Liverpool, £6 15s; London, £6 12s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
89 5s; Hull, £7 7s: London, £8 5s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): 
4ondon, £9 28; Coarse (British) : Bristol, £9; Hull, £8 10s; Liver- 
001, £8 5s: London, £7 17s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 17s: 
Tull. £7 5s; Liverpool, £7: London, £7. Rice Bran: Bristol, 
27 17s; Liverpool, £7 5s. MEAL:Barley Meal: Bristol, £12: 
Tull. £11 10s: London, £12. Maize Meal: Bristol, £12 2s; Hull, 
310 13s: Liverpool, £10 17s; London, £11 10s. Maize Meal (S. 
|\Mfrican): Bristol, £10 10s: Hull, £9 10s; Liverpool, £9 5s; London, 
39 10s. Maize Germ Meal: Bristol, £10 15s; Hull, £9 10s: London, 
39. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol; £11; London, £10. Locust Bean 
feal: Bristol, £9 15s: Hull, £9 10s; Liverpool, £9 10s; London, 
39 16s. Bean Meal: Bristol, £13 15s: Hull, £11 13s; London. £13. 


"ish Meal: Bristol, £20 10s; Hull. £19; Liverpool, £18 10s; London, - 


219 10s. 
EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Eges continue a slow business, although supplies are light, 
he higher prices ruling tending to check demand. All descrip- 
ions of dead poultry have been in quiet request and quotations 
re reduced at London, where more business is reported at 
he close. 

_ Week-end prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 16s 6d. 14s 0d; 
\Vish, 15s 6d, 14s 0d: Danish, 16s 9d, 16s 0d; Dutch, 16s 9d, 16s 0d; 
\'rench, 14s 6d, 14s 0d: Belgian, 15s 6d, 14s 6d: Italian, 14s 6d, 
4s 0d; Lithuanian, 13s 0d, 12s Od; Russian, 12s 0d, iis 0d: 
Jhinese, 12s 0d, lis 0d. 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, is 8d, 1s 4d; Irish, 
s 4d, is 1d; Others, ts 6d, is 2d. Ducks, is 3d, is 1d. 


EGGS. 

|. Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 2d; Second, 1s lid. Birmingham: 
‘rst, 1s 64d; Second, 1s ad. Bridgwater: Virst, 1s 9d; Second, 
$3 8d. Chelmsford: First, is 103d; Second, is 94d. Colchester: 
‘rst, Is 114d; Second, 1s 9d. Doncaster: First, 1s 9d; Second, 
3 8d. Dorchester: First, 1s 9d; Second, is 8d. Exeter: First, 
3 10d. Hereford: First, 1s 7d. King’s Lynn: First, 1s 9d; 
yecond, 1s 7d. Llandilo: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 5d. Mold: First, 
$ 8d; Second, 1s 7d. Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 94; Second, is 8d. 
Norwich: First, 1s 8d; Second, 1s 6d. Oswestry: First, is 7d. 
*enzance: First, 1s 6d; Second, is 5d. Saftron Walden: First, 
8 03d; Second, is 84d. St. Ives (Hunts): First, is 93d; Second, 
8d. Salisbury: First, 1s 10d; Second, is 9d. Skipton: First, 
5d. Truro: First, 1s 4d; Second, is 3d. Welshpool: First, 
9d; Second, is 6d. *Carlisle: First, 2s 0d. *Derby: First, 
9d. *Ipswich: First, 2s 0d; Second, 1s 6d. ¥*Lincoln: First, 
10d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s. 10d; Second, 1s 8d. *York: First, 
0d; Second, ig 1id. 


Ownwn nw 


FOWLS. 
Per lb.—Birmingham: First, -1s 6d; Second, 9d, Doncaster: 
irst, t6s 0d; Second, i4s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 4d. Hereford: 
“irst, 1s 6d. Llandilo: First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. Newport 
Mon); First, 1s 94; Second, is 4d. Truro: First, is 5d. *Derby: 
mst, +t5s 0d; Second, 4s 0d. *Ipswich: -~F¥irst, 1s 10d; 
econd, is 7d. *Lincoln: First, 45s 6d; Second, t3s 6d. *Shrews- 
eee First, 1s 6d; Second, is 4d. *York: First, 45s 0d; Second, 
s 0d. 
DUCKS. 


Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. Doncaster: 
/ivst, tis 0d; Second, {4s 6d. Exeter: First, is 3d. Hereford: 
ist, 1s 4d Llandilo: First, 2s 2d: Second, 2s 0d *Derby: 
inst, 15s 0d; Second, {4s 0d. *Ipswich: First,* 2s. 0d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
“ucers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
‘aid to producers by retailers. + Per head. 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence of 
* Eggs’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 


Subscriptions to “ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for six 
months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be. sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The Beeches, 
Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘* Eggs,” 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.EB.16, Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TO ADYERTISERS, 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of “Eggs,” it ie 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are received 
by FIRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion tn the 
following Wednesday's issue. It is hardl necessary to add that 
the earlier in the weck we receive copy the better it is for every: 
one comcerncé. 


PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy ts to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 


WYE COLLEGE DUCK LAYING TEST. 1924-1925. 
Held in conjunction with the N U.P.S. and U.D C., at the South 
Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent 


Report for the Ninth Period—June 13th to July {0th. 1925, 

‘the total number of eggs laid during this period has been 
1,288, giving an average per bird of 8.3 eggs. The total number 
of eggs laid since the commencement of the test has been 20,751, 
which gives an average per bird of 134.7 eggs in the 252 days. 

Health.—The health of the birds during the month has been 
rood. Moulting is now very prevalent, and has, of course, 
seriously reduced the egg yield. ‘ 

Positions.—The leading position in the whole of the test is 
retained by Miss Harrison Bell’s Pen No, {i (Khaki-Camphells), 
average to date 187.8 first-grade eggs. The highest individual 
duck records are as follows:—ist: Miss Harrison Bell’s Khaki- 
Campbell Duck, No. 54, 228; 2nd: Capt. R. A: Long's Khaki-Camp- 
bell. Duck, No. 5, 223; 3rd: Miss Harrison Bell's Khaki-Campbell 
Duck, No. 51, 215. ; 

Breed Average to date:—Khaki-Campbells, 148.5; Indian Run- 
ners, 129.9; Buff Orpingtons, 104.2; Magpies, 1332; All the birds, 
134 7. ; ; 3 . 

The leading pens in the Breed Sections are:—-Khaki-Camphelle: 
ist, Miss Harrison Bell’s Pen No. 11, 939 pts.; 2nd, Capt. R. A. 
Long's Pen No. 1, 879. Indian Runners: ist, Mr. W. R. Partridg¢e's 
Pen No. i9 (W ), 850; 4nd, Messrs. R. A. and A. M. Johnson's Pen 
No 13 (W.), 759 Buff Orpingtons: ist, Capt. W. O’G. Cochrane’s 
Pen No. 22,.650; 2nd, Mr. C. ©. Chittenden'’s Pen No 24, 489. 
Magpies: 1st, Mr. C. N. Goode’s Pen No. 26 (B. and W.), 670; Znd, 
Mr. F. Boothroyd’s Pen No. 27 (B. amd W.), 568. 


ECCS. 


FOR SALE. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.1. Reds, White Leghorns. Eggs, Chicks, 
Stock Birds. List free. Satisfaction insis- 
ted on. (See under Ducks and Drakes also). 


PULLETS. 
ee 


horn 1925 Pullets and Cockerels; sound in 
colour, lovely yellow legs.—Apply, Hiller- 
ton Poultry Farm, Bow, Devon 

White Wyandotte Pullets, four to five 
months old, bred from hen laying 253 2%oz. 
eggs pullet year; sire from 260 240z. hen. 
Price, 10s.’6d. each. Few Cockerels, 128. 6d. 
each.—Reverend Goodwin Courtman, Awre, 
Gloucestershire. 


Righty R.I.R. Pullets, January, February, 
March hatched; sire direct from Boucher’s 
312-eze¢ hen; 10s. 6d. each. Six R,I R. Pul- 
lets, 1924, 7s. 6d. each—Miss Robertson, 


leston, Norfolk, has 40 lovely 1924 White 
Leghorn Pullets for disposal at 4s. each, 
or £3 15s, 20; also 1924 Fawn and White 
tunner Ducks at 3s. 9d. each, or £3 10s., 20; 
all earriage paid. 


Pullets, this season’s hatching, from very 
fine laying stock. Rhode island Reds, 
White Wyandottes, Anconas. Three months 
old, 7s. 6d. each; older and laying or near 
laying, 10s. 6d.;. very Special, 12s. 6d. — 
Salter, Kidlington, Oxon. 


R.IR., 1925, February-March, from my 
registered pens; 12s. 6d.—10s. each. Also 
W. heghorn, Pullets, 1925, March-April; 10s— 
7s. 6d. each—Kemball, Birchanger Lodge, 
Bishop's Stortford, Herts. 


300 Early-hatehed Light Sussex, Rhode 
I. Red, White ’Dottes, and White Leghorn 
Pullets from high fecund trap-nested stock, 
well grown; price from 8s. 6d. to 15s. Ap- 
proval.—R. Cooper, Fairbank, Smeeth, near 
Ashford, Kent: 

Light Sussex, bred from hens over 200- 
ege record, and all-eggs used above 2 2-16 
ozs. Three months, 7s. 6d.; four months, 
Ss.; five months, 10s. 6d; From a 251-egg 
hen,, 12s. 6d, each. Guaranteed perfectly 
healthy. — Reverend Goodwin-Courtman, 
J.P., Awre, Gloucestershire. 


LIGHT SUSSEX. 
Pullets, bred from hens (Lister-Own), 
trapped five generations, with records for 


year, 180-258; winter, 42-68. Eggs ~ 2-240zs. 
Sire’s dams (Lister), year 222-235; winter, 
67-74; 240z. February, 15s.—21s.; March, 
10s 6d—i5s.; April, 7s. 6d.—10s. 6d.,  de- 
tivered. Approval. — Woolnough and 


McTurk, S.P.B.A., 
ORWELL P.F., LEVINGTON, IPSWICH. ~ 
Pedigree Trap-Nested White Wyandotte 
Pullets, bred from L2 tested parents. 
FIVE MONTHS OLD, 10s. 6d. EACH. 
SIX MONTHS OLD, 12s. 6d. EACH. 
Sent on three days’ approval. Carriage 


paid.—Bennet and Pike, Poultry Farm, 
Ashey, 1.W 


PURE-BRED BARNEVELDERS. 

Few Mawch, April, May Pullets. 21s., 17.., 
15s each. March-April Cockerels, 10s. 6d., 
12s: 6d. each. Earlier hatched, One to Two 
Guineas each; 1924 Hens, 15s—Mrs. Norman 
Parish (Barnevelder Club), M.S.P.B.A., 
“Avona,’ Bramhall, Cheshire. Tel,: Brain- 
hall 658. 


LIGHT SUSSEX, WHITE LEGHORN 

Pullets, three to six. months, from trap- 
nested stock, with good records; 8s. to 
15s.; e@arriage paid; approval. — Major 
Disney-Roebuck, Hoo Meavy, Yelverton. 


PHILIP CLAPHAM, 


My surplus of Cheaper Three Months Pul- 
lets is now sold. I have a few to spare 
from trap-nested hens, by cockerels from 
H.-A. Gold medal Pen, at 2is., 15s., and 
12s. 6d. Send for my free catalogue, — 
Sherriffs Farm, Lyonshall, Herefordshire. 


July 22nd, 


EGGS. 
PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 
1925 + Pullets, from trap-nested stock 
many individually pedigreed. Black Leg- 
horns, Light Sussex, February, March, 


April hatched, from 7s. 6d. to 20s. — Mrs. 
Coldwell, Spring Grove, Milverton, Somer- 
set 

Exceptional Opportunity to secure Large 
Egg White Wyandottes. Pedigree — stock. 
Pure for rose comb for generations. Few 
selected individnally-bred pullets and cock- 


erels, bred from high record, trap-nested 
hens, mated to sons of 257-280-egg dams: 
February afid March hatched; from 15s. 
each. Equal to stock offered at consider- 


ably higher, prices. Also limited number 
of 1924 Cockerels and Breeding Hens; full 
pedigrees.—Mrs Burgess, Woodside, Teniter- 
den, Kent 


Great Franshim Poultry Farm, Dereham, 
Norfolk. First Cross Pullets available; 
three months old, 5s. 6d.; four months old, 
Ys. each; carriage paid; cash with order. 
Money cladly refunded if not amply satis- 
ed. 


Rhode Pullets; from hens of over 230 eggs 
pullet year; all eggs above 2 2-16 ozs. 
Three months, 7s. 6d.; four months, 9s.; 
five months, 10s. 6d. Few Pullets, ~ five 
months old, 12s. 6d. each. The grand dam 
of. these latter laid 1,045 eggs: in four 
years, and was winner of Northern Test. 
Guaranteed perfectly healthy. —_ Reverend 
Goodwin-Courtman. J.P., Awre, Gloucester- 
shire. 

LIGHT SUSSEX PULLETS, 

January, February and March hatched. 


from picked Franklynn strain hens, mated 
to cockerels from Fred Gardner’s 1923 Mid- 


land Test winners; 10s. 6d. to 15s.; car- 
riage paid, on six. — Spencer — Jones, 
M.S.P.BA., Combe Poultry Farm, Little 


LIGHT SUSSEX PULLETS, 

3red from Rossall-Sandford-Slade stock; 
February hatched, from 15s; March 
hatched from 10s. 6d.; early April hatched 
from 8s. 6d.; according to dam’s record. 
Every one individually pedigreed. Satis- 
faction guaranteed.—A. M. Crosse, Gagle 
Brook Poultry Farm, Bucknell, Bicester. 


Ful-O- Pep Laying Mash 
and 


Ful-O-Pep Growing Mash 


are renowned the world over 
for producing profitable poultry. 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


Write for the revised edition of the Ful-O- 
Pep Handy Monthly Guide —the most 
valuable book on Incubation, Rearing and 
Poultry Husbandry. This book has detailed 
suggestions for every month in the year. 
Also 12 monthly egg charts for you to record 
your eggs. Sent free and postage paid. 
Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 


Quaker Oats -Ltd., 11 Finsbury Square, E.C.2 
een ace A A A SEG OI NAO IE EEE OE ET OEE, 


PULLETS. 


FOR SALE. 

—e =e 
Pullets, three to four months old, 6s. 6 
7s. 6d., 8s. 6d.; carriage paid.—Wood @ 
Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, Cheltenham, 


RI.R., 1924, Pullets; all trapmested” 
date; records given; from 21s. each—Ke 
ball, Birchanger Lodge. Bishop’s Stortfo} 
Herts. _ 

White Leghorn Pullets, Cam x. Harris 
Bell; March lhatched; 8s. 6d. each, carri 
paid.— Briggs, Tendring, Hssex. : 


Black Wyandotte Pullets, early 
ruary hatched; Essex strain; 10s each. 
Apply, C. I. Sandys-Thomas, Andersea, W 


lington,. Somerset. Xe 


Limited = number of three months ¢ 
W.W. and W-.L.- Pullets; healthy, -w 


grown, and full feathered; all bred fr¢ 
trap-mested hens; 6s. each; carriage pa 
Approve batons Hade Edge,  Holmfir} 

orks. : 


Twenty-four Feb. 1925 R.I.R. Pullets, 7 
(Golden’s), from high fecunid stock. Twel 
February, March, White Leghorn x R.I) 
7s. 6d.; a few 1924 White Leghorn, a!) 
Ancona, 5s. 6d.; carriage paid; cash wi 
order, or deposit with Editor.—Ordit 
M.S.P.B A., Gatacre Poultry Farm, Walni 
Barrow-in-Furness. 


ALEX. 3.-BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.DAC 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bue 
R.I. Reds (Boucher), White Leghorns (Mi 
tague). _Pullets, all ages, January 
March hatched, from 8s. 6d., carriage pa 
Satisfaction insisted on. 


BARNEVELDER PULLETS, 


Can spare some Early 1925 hatched P 
lets from £1 each. Also late 1924 Pulle 
sisters to present Harper-Adames’ Layi 
Test Pen, which to date lead in their elj 
through all winter months; make gra 
breeding pen for coming season, from 
(fit to show); These are from my . 
layers of large Haast 8 ta, ie good win 
records. Bronze Medal, — Harper-Adai 
Laying Test (two pullets laid over 200 ea 
securing two certificates, 1,250 eggs: laid 
48 weeks \by seven pullets, only 16 seco 
grade): Wye Wimter Test they won seca 
in all heavy varieties. 
MRS. MANWARING, 3 
“PLOVERS,” HORSMONDEN, KENT. 
S.P.B.A., be lahat yh a. CLUB, POULT 


~ DERRINGSTONE : 
RHODE ISLAND PULLETS, 


We are now capi orders: for 14 
Autumn for our early-hatched Pull 
Wonderful colour and excellent win 
layers. Quotations and particulars 
apDlication—Percival F. Gleed, Dern 
stone Poultry Farm, Barham, near Cami 


bury. 
NOTICE TO QUIT 


at November Term compels me to cig 
of several Wyandotte and Leghorn Publ 
Foundation Pens mated direct from Fre 
Snowden, records up to 2%. Also seve 
1924 Pullets, all trap-nested winter mont 
some to date, could mate a few good fo 
dation, pens from these 1924 birds, giv 
full pedigree. Detailed porncnesS aa 
Thomson, Gowanbank . Pedigree Poul 
Farm, Avonbridge, Stirlingshire. 


EXCEPTIONAL OFFER, — 


February, March, April, 1925, hate] 
Pullets. Rhode Island Reds (Hurm 
Marshall), Australorps (Dewer-Levet-Aust 
lorps Harms, Ltd.), Black La _ Bre 
(lueemon-Moyses). All from  trap-nes 
stock, and carriage paid, from 7s 6d. ea 
Also a number of 1924 Pullets, above bree 
and Brown Leghorns (Thompson), from 
each, according to trap-nest records. — 
Siviter Smith, Jun., Homedowns Farm, 
Tewkesbury. 


BLACK LEGHORNS. 
GOLD AND SILVER MEDAL WINNER 
TWELVE-WEEK-OLD PULLETS 

FROM 7s. 6d. 

Well-grown birds; large egg strain. 
ALLDAY and RAWSON, ; 
Poultry Dept., Fotheringhay Manor Fal 
Peterborough. : 
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Declared by all 
who have 
3 inspected them 
ni P $ 13 to be the 
: Eclipse very finest 
houses 
ever made, 


thn a ON EE, EL 


Repeat Orders 
are constant. 


je SR oo ee, 
agees TTT] yor panna 


Two No. 4 (12 ft. x 8 ft.) Two-compart ment Rreeding Pens. 
Supplied to Capt. Gilbert Wilton, Bronzwing Poultry Farm, Attleborough. 


: = e . es 
Fe Extract from absolutely unsolicited testimonial. 
: Bunchrew House, Bunehrew, Invernesshire, 
: July 6th, 1925. 

= Dear Sir, — : 

; 2 I have received the.“‘ ECLIPSE”. House, and am delighted: with it. It us the~best designed house. I have yet 
seon, and f only avish I had known of- it last. year» Those who have seen iit are equatly pleased, not only with the design , 
Soe eae.” 3 « On 4 : = es 5 a A 

= * but with the material used and the workmanship, I shall certainly recommend ‘it to all my friends, and should E- require 


‘= another house I shall have an *’ ECLIPSE.” 7 ny ee 
; Yours faithfully , 


BEATRICE A, FRASER-MACKENZI®. 


a PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS. 


1 PERIVALE POULTRY FARM AND APPLIANCE WORKS, 
HERBERT W. MARTIN, —— EAST HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, .NORFOLK. —— 


When you the best possible 


POULTRY HOUSES 


at the Keenest Prices 


consult ** PHIPPS, HARBORNE,” 
you’ll save money ensure . entire 
satisfaction. 

25 year’s experience, combined with 
specialised production facilities, ensure 
that Poultry Houses built by “ PHIPPS ” 
are absolutely without equal. 
Comparison will convince you—write NOW 
for 124 Page Illustrated Catalogue, 
which is Free and Post Free. 


A. E. W. PHIPPS, 
HARBORNE, BIRMINGHAM. 


’Phone: Edgbaston 268. 
‘“INCUBATOR, Harborne.” 


require 


of 
and 


‘TWYFORD’ 
Intensive 
House, 
Tit. 6in. x 5ft. 
x 4ft. 8in., 


£5 19 0. 


Carriage 
Paid in 
England 


& Wales. No. 


4, 


Wires: 


If your pullet egg yield 
does not average about 200 
there is something wrong. 
Many clients have raised 
their averages from 
150/160 to over 200 
eggs. I can ensure that 
figure without any alteration 
to your plant. Consult me. 


Please mention ‘‘ EGGS. ” 


488) Ww. H. COLT 


Typical 40ft, x 15ft. All Purpose Model 
brooding 800 Chicks in two flocks, 


M.N.U.P.S., 
g MS.P.B.A. 


Reaso®® 


You Must introduce the — 


“‘Heydown’” Strains on to your Farm 


The day has passed when breeding stock was chosen on 
the strength of high records alone. High fecundity with- 
out stamina can only make for retrogression. ‘ 


Nowadays, the discerning buyer demands a 
factory answer to the following vital questions before 
making his choice :— 


1, Are the parent birds blood-tested and proved non- 
carriers of disease? 

2. Are’ they from progeny-tested and 

recorded stock? 

3. Is the price one which allows of a reasonable profit? 


It is because the ‘‘ Heydown ”’ strains comply with all 
these demands that they are to be found on many 
hundreds of active money-making establishments through: 
out the British Isles. 


John H Dowden & Son were the pioneer large breeders 
to blood-test the whole of their breeding stock. They 
trap-nest 2,000 pullets and hens throughout the year. It 
is this combination of fecundity with stamina which helps 
to, make the ‘ Heydown ” strains Pre-eminent, 


We now offer 1924 hens, three months old pullets. and 
individually recorded cockerels in. our five varieties:— 
W.L., W.W., R.I.R., B.D. & 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
Heydown - Heathfield - Sussex. 


individually- 


ae. . 


(Patd. and Regd.) for 
or for 250 Pullets. 


Bethersden, ar. Ashford, Kent. 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Asseciation. 


Full particulars of membership will be sent by return on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. ; 


MARKETING. 


At the public meeting, held at Harrogate in 
connection with the National Poultry Parliament, 
the following letter was read by Mr. Street, who 
represented the Ministry of Agriculture. It was 
from a large distributor to an English commercial 
egg farmer. 


There is little need to comment on the contents. 
As has been previously announced, a Conference 
‘on Marketing is to be called by the National 
Poultry Council. 


What one is tempted to ask is of what avail 
will be this conference unless it is instrumental in 
setting up legislation, which will penalise heavily 
any person who will commit such a fraud as this? 


Dear Sirs,—We are in receipt of your 20 boxes of Hnglish 
“New Laid ’’ Eggs. The first box we suspected as being 
light; we opened, and there were 36 eggs short on ‘the second 
layer. This is no question of pilferage, because the eggs were 
Missing from the second layer, and the box was still properly 
corded. On examination of these eggs, we find a very heavy 
percentage of absolutely stale eggs, anything from ‘three weeks 
to a month old. Some even have the appearance of having 
been through incubators ! 

It is a great pity that English eggs should be put on the 
market in this condition, as it absolutely ruins their reputation. 
In fact, we, who deal with other classes, are sometimes chlarged 
With repacking Foreign Eggs or Insh Eggs into boxes and 
selling them as English New Laid. If we resorted to such a 
practice, we should certainly give our customers far better, 
cleaner and fresher eggs than any of these received from you 
to-day. As a matter of fact, we can sell Danish Hggs. at 
18s/ 6d., because of their supreme quality, cleanliness and 
selection. This is our second experience of stale English eggs 
Within the last fortnight, and we have arrived at the con- 
clusion that they are very dangerous stuff to deal with at ‘this 
time of the year. We have infinitely fresher Irish and Danish 
eggs, the Irish, which are really much better quality, can be 
sold at 14s. 6d. 


We are sorry to have to write in this strain, and we do not 
Bay your eggs are any worse than others we have liad’ from 
that district, but it is a disgrace to English poultry-keepers 
that they should put such stuff on to the market as *‘ New 
Laid ’’! 


Yours truly, 


EGGs 


THE OFFICIAL ORGAN: ‘OF THE 
Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 
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SPARROWS. 


_Last week I had a letter from Mr. Bailey, of 
onape, vegarding the sparrow pest. Mr. Heath- 
cote Pain writes that he has had exactly the same 
trouble. Firstly, this yéar and last year he has 
gone round, for about three weeks, all the farm 
buildings, yards, trees, and rose trees, and ruth- 
lessly destroyed all sparrows, nests, teggs and 
young. Secondly, he has bought a sparrow trap, 
which cost 8s. Od. These are splendid things. He 
places this in any pen, baiting with wheat or 
mash, and the greatest number he has caught has 
been 98 in one day. At the present time not 
many are being caught, as the birds are out in 
the fields, but as soon as the harvest is done they 
will return to the trap. The great thing, however, 
is to always leave one or two in the trap as a 
decoy, when hauling out the birds to feed the cats. 
It is also advisable to continually clear the traps. 
He also catches starlings in this way, and has 
been fortunate enough to catch two big rats in 
the trap. 

Mr. Alex. J. Bell, writing on the same subject, 
says :—‘‘ In reply to Mr. Bailey’s inquiry through 
your columns regarding the destruction of 
sparrows, I would advise him to get ‘Rats and 
How to Destroy Them,’ by Mark Horell, published 
by Bale and Dannielsson. It has a chapter about 
Sparrows, and gives the construction of an excel- 
lent trap. It is altogether a very interesting book, 
dealing with most vermin, and is good reading 
even to those that are not worried in this way.”’ 


THE WELLINGHAM EXPERIMENTS. 


Members will remember the feeding experiments 
at Wellingham this spring with the Light Sussex 
chicks, which resulted in our getting such excel- 
lent results that the cockerels, after a fortnight’s 
trough feeding, and a week’s cramming, weighed 
up to 4% lbs., when killed and plucked for market, 
when exaictly fourteen weeks old. Miss Malcolm 
now writes toi say that tthe pullets have com- 
menced to lay at exactly five months from the 
date the birds were hatched. Many are redden- 
ing up; the first ege was a very good one. These 
birds have had nothing but the same dry mash 
which was given them as the first feed. Later 
on we shall ciye fuller particulars. It is much 
too early to say anything yet. 

The birds in the intensive house appear to feel 
the heat greatly, but they are laying “ gaily’’ (I 
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am using Miss Malcolm's word). A fuller report 
will be published later. 

Since writing the above I have heard from Miss 
Malcolm. She says :—‘ I must write and tell you 
that Pullet No. 64 of your Feeding Experiment 
(Light Sussex) got very highly commended at the 
Sussex County Show. She was up against all the 
breeds of Sussex, and as her age was only exactly 
five months on the day of judging, and her weight 
5 lbs. 12 ozs., I think this is quite an achievement. 
To-day she laid a two-ounce egg, and a lot of her 
sisters are laying merrily. The experimental birds 
in the Intensive House laid 88 eggs yesterday, 
which I consider very wonderful—that is 88 eggs 
from 130 birds under six months.”’ 


BROODINESS. 

I have been asked this week whether there is amy 
cure for broodiness in’ White Wyandottes, or if any 
other method tham shutting them up ean be adopted. 
Singular to relate, another letter is to hand from a 
breeder who wishes to know how he eam induce broodi- 
ness. 

With reference to the first. The great thing is to 
break the bird directly she exhibits signs of broodiness ; 
shutting them up alone ig not sufficient. They should 
be in a coop with a slatted floor om bricks, so that 
there is a draught underneath. Do not deed at all for 
the first 24 hiours. As a rule this will break them 
within two or three days. Of course, one must be 
careful not to breed from these broodies. There is no 
doubt that hroodiness is highly inheritable. 

As regards the second question, as to imducing 
broodiness. Tihere have been ail sorts of means tnied, 
and someone has even solid “‘ broody pills ’’ for the 
purpose of making hens broody. Also it has been 
suggested that feeding wholly om maize does so, but 
my experience is ail against this. The only way in 
which I have succeeded in inducing hens to become 
broody is to leave the eges in the nest, and this has 
met with a fair amount of success, even the Leghorn 
tribe will become broody if eges are left im the mest 
for a few days, aud they are allowed to sit om them. 

Many drastic remedies have been tried to break 
broodies, but as a rule these are ineffective. The best 
results I ever obtained in this direction was shutting 
them up in a shed with a concrete floor. They were 
soon glad to perch. 


MALPAS UTILITY POULTRY CLUB. 
Eighth Report—Twelve Months’ Laying Trials, front Nov Ist, 1924, 


Beg production during this period has been abont normal The 
Light. Breeds have laid very well, but the Heavy Breed Sectiers 
have fallen off slightly, owing to broodness. The health of the 
birds continues satisfactory. 

We have had one death, due to peritonitis, caused by a 
broken egg in the oviduct. 

It will be interesting to watch the finish of the six or eight 
pullets that appear to have a good chance of finishing leader 
over all sections, as several cdifferent breeds) are represented 
amongst the leading birds. 

Egg Production of Leading Birds. 

White Leghorns.—Mr. Warwick Rogers, 179 pts.; Mr. W. 
Measures, 155; Mr. C.-L. Crosse, 146; Mr C. L. Crosse, 146; Mr. W. 
Smith. 146; Mrs. H. Baylis, 145. 

A. 0. V. Light.—Mr. O. Robinson, 166; Mr. W Orump, 156; Mr. 
C Mallon, 141; Mr. J. R. Milnes, 141; Mr. William Taylor, 134; 
Miss A. Percifull, 132 

White Wyandottes—Mr. J. Richardson, 177; Mr. J. R. Milnes, 
163; Mr. S. Howell, 159; Mr. F. Meredith, 150; Mr. E. J. Stome, 147; 
“ae te Stone, 142; Mr. A. Snowden, 142; Mr. and Mrs. G. H. 

one, 4 

A. O. V. Heavy.—Langford Poultry Farm, 175; Mr. R. Howard, 
175; Mr. H. Harold Lloyd, 155; Mr. R. Howard, 155; Mr. P. BK. 
White, 155; Mr. W. H. Rebinson,. 151. 
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The Prevention and Cure of Fowl 
Diphtheria or Bird Pox. 


Ey Dr. T. YAN HEELSBERGEN, 


Bacteviologist at the Veterinary School of the University 
of Utrecht. 


Abstract from a lecture by Dr. T. van Heelsbengen on “ The 
Combating of Some Important Infectious Diseases of Poultry 
in Holland,’’ delivered on the occasion of the National Congress 
(third) for Poultry and Rabbit Breeding at the Hague om 
January 12-16th, 1926. 


This disease appears in various forms: First, 
yellow diphtheritic membranes on the mucous 
membranes (mouth, throat, windpipe, eyes, 
nostrils, ocular sinuses, etc.; second, fowl pox on 
comb, wattles and skin; third, membranes and 
fowl pox combined; fourth, moist, eczema, 
especially on the skin of the head ; fifth, a chronic 
form which may be characterised by the absence 
of fowl pox and membranes, and which is accom- 
panied by emaciation and exhaustion, and the 
post-mortem appearance of which distinguishes it 
by a more or less haemorrhagic enteritis, swollen 
dark red kidneys, and in many cases an atrophy 
of the heart muscle ; sixth, the question has not 
yet been: solved whether the rhinitis infection (con- 
tagious nasal catarrh) is a separate disease with 
a rhinitis virus of its own, or if this disease 1S 
nothing but a special symptom of the disease 
caused iby the fowl-pox virus. My opimion is that 
there are two diseases. 

The combating of diphtheria and poultry pox 
consists of hygienic measures,  therapeuti¢ 
measures and prophylactic inoculations, the latter 
being either as an emergency inoculation or as a 
purely preventive inoculation. 

Beach was the first to succeed in preventing and 
curing this disease by the means of inoculation, 
Beach’s method of inoculation is practised chiefly 
in America, and in a slightly modified form also 
at the Government Serum Institute in Holland. 

In Beach’s method the virus is heated for one 
hour at a temperature of 55 deg. C. The virus 
becomes so altered that it is possible to produce 
fowl pox reactions in only a few cases. However, 
according to Beach’s method the addition of 1 per 
cent. tri cresol renders the virus inactive after a 
few days (own experiments). This inoculation, 
however, protects only to a small degree against 


experimental infection. 

This has been proved by the unpublished work 
of de Blieck and van Heelsbergen. Burnet and 
Manteufel have not succeeded in producing im- 
munity by killed fowl virus. Since Beach is not 
satisfied with his killed virus he is now trying to 
obtain a higher degree of immunity ‘by means of 
subcutaneous injection of an attenuated _ living 
virus. The degree of weakening is obtained by 
drying, and this is also supposed to protect against 
experimental infection. In France inoculations 
have lately been made with living fowl pox virus 
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weakened by the addition of carbolic acid 
(Pannisset-Verge). Basset advises intramuscular 
culation with a fully potent virus obtained 
direct from the birds suffering from this disease. 
‘In my opinion this is far too dangerous, as the 
degree of infection does not depend mainly on 
the virulence of the virus and the method of appli- 
cation, but to a greater extent of causes about 
which little is known. But the chief objection to 
this method of inoculation is that, being an 
emergency inoculation, it can never be applied as 
a preventive inoculation in the case of healthy 
flocks. ; 

De Blieck and van Heelsbergen in their experi- 
ments on the immunisation against this disease 
have started out with the idea that, as in the 
‘case of human smallpox and animal vaccine, it 
would be advisable to produce an inflammation 
‘on the skin by inoculation, which should remain 
confined to a small area and yet produce sufficient 
mmunity. The skin plays the main part in bring- 
ing about immunity in all varieties of variolous 
or smallpox disease. In 1922 they succeeded in 
obtaining these inflammatory reactions with a 
definite virus, which in reality was not always 
confined to the same part, yet did not nullify 
the practical effect of the inoculation, especially 
nm the case‘ of infected flocks, into which the 
noculations were made. The local comb inocu- 
‘ation produced complete immunity against 
®xperimental and natural infection. 

In 1921-1923 about half qa mullion fowls were 
noculated with this virus (Antidiphtheria) in 
dolland and Belgium, and according to Prof. 
Auppert’s communication very favourable results 
have also been obtained in the Argentine. We 
mtend shortly to publish a more detailed account 
ef our results. In the autumn of 1923 the direct 
onsequences of the inoculation were, however, 
@ss favourable in the case of some flocks. In 
hese cases the virus, in conjunction with other 
factors, such as travelling to laying competitions 
nd exposure in transit and other debilitating 
auses, produced a generalisation of the disease 
a several birds. In all probability the time at 
vhich the inoculations were made—viz., the cold 
‘utumn months—had a good deal to do with this. 
\ It is to be noted, however, that excellent results 
vere obtained on other poultry farms with the 
‘ame vaccine. Taking advantage of this experi- 
moe, we have proceeded with our experiments, 
‘Specially on young and extremely susceptible 
wls (which had never been exposed to the in- 
ection), and we believe that we have succeeded 
i preparing a vaccine by which it is possible to 
‘btain under all conditions a localised inflam- 
ation of the skin. Tens of thousands of inocu- 
vtions have this year (1924) been made with this 
ttenuated virus. Thousands of these were made 
nd controlled by us. It was proved that this 
foculation material is at - any time absolutely 
jarmless. Egg production is not influenced at 
‘ll, or only slightly so! Experiments on hundreds 
‘i birds in the laboratory have shown that. this 
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inoculation material protects against an experi- 
mental infection with highly potent virus. The 
harmlessness and constancy of this inoculation 
material make it suitable for preventive inoculation 
on flocks free from disease. This is exactly what 
the poultry farmer requires. 

Since diphtheria and fowl pox generally occur 
in the autumn and winter months, August er 
September is the most appropriate time to perform 
this inoculation. Except inoculation on the comb, 
the feather-follicle or skin inoculation has of late 
been successfully performed. In the case of 
birds with small, dry, anaemic comb, the latter 
inoculation method is most suitable. 

It is aidvisable to make use of the feather 
follicle or skin inoculation in flocks already show- 
ing signs of the disease, as there is more danger 
in the case of comb inoculation of spreading from 
one bird to another the virus from the pock lesion 
on the comb. 

We are now in a position to state the dura- 
tion of the immunity obtained in consequence of 
this inoculation material. It has been proved 
that birds that have been inoculated in August or 
September or later remain immune until next 
spring, so the result at which we aimed has been 
obtained. —_ 


“DAILY MAIL” EGG-LAYING TEST OF FIRST-CROSS 
PULLETS, 1924-25, 


Promoted by “ The Daily Mail” in co-Operation with London 
and North-Eastern Railway Company. Held at Bentley, Suffolk. 
REPORT FOR NINTH MONTH—30th May to 26th June, .1925. 

Broodiness was again very prevalent during the 9th month, 
and 246 birds passed through the broody coops. This combined 
with the unusually hot weather brought about a further sharp 
drop in production—the number of eggs recorded falling to 
11,161, or 16.18 eggs per bird, from the previous month’s total 
of 12,984—a, decrease of. 2.64 eggs per bird. 

While signs of moulting were noted in a few pens, these 
were almost entirely confined to birds just returned from the 
Hetil Nae and i large poe, continued to be very 

in teather and -were particular i i 
on the hottess dens D u y bright and active even 

There were a few changes in the positions of the leading 
pens: Mr. Beattie Wilsons’ pen of Black Leghorn X Rhode 
Island Red moved up in first place in Section 2; Mrs. Walter 
Crabtree’s pen of White Leghorn X White Wyandotte re- 
appeared in the list. of leading pens in Section 1: and_ Mr. 
Walter Crabtree’s White Bresse X White Wyandotte had to 
give way to Mr. Edward Watkin’s Black Leghorn X. White 


White Wyandotte lead by i1 eges, 
substantial advantage of 56 points. 


There was a further slight reduction in the average size of 
the eggs, but the percentage of 1st grade still stands as high as 
86.76, a very satisfactory figure for the time of the year and 
in face of the very hot weather, which has far greater effect 
on size than is generally realised. 

The general health of the birds, which has been consistently 
good from the start was all that could be desired. 

J. N. LEIGH. 
EGG PRODUCTION OF ‘LEADING PENS. 
(Seven Pullets.) 

Figures are Eggs and Points to date respectively :— 

Section 1.—White Leghorns X White Wyandottes._F. W. 
Barley, Kings Norton, 1315, 1289: James M. Abbott, Hoebridge, 
Old Woking, 1226, 1211; Henry Sutton & Sons, Little Hoole, 
Preston. 1172, 1155: Walter Crabtree, Twiston, Lancs., i116, 1106; 
Mrs. W. Crabtree, Twiston, Lancs., 1104, 1094, 

Section 2.—Black Leghorns X Rhode Island Reds.—Wilson 
Beattie, Rothersthorpe, Northants, 1122, 1111; J. Ashworth, 
Chorley, 1149, 1099; M. E. & A. Robinson, Bawtry, Yorks, 1120, 
1072; P. K. Berry, Market Harboro’, 1175, 1053; G. B. Metcalfe, 
Claydon Farm, Lechlade, 1171, 1000. 

Section 3»-Any other First Cross.—Mrs. W. Orabtree, Twiston, 
Lancs., 1188, 1150: H. D. Barley, Kings Norton, 1216, 1129; Edward 
Watkins. Cross-in-hand, 1140, 1123; Walter Crabtree, Twiston, 
Lanes., 1123, 1095; Frank Martin, Ouldrose, Helston, 1069, 1021, 

Section 4.—Any Cross showing Sex:-linked Inheritance.—Hugh 
Sowerby, Caistor, Lines., 1277, 1233; P. BE. White, Market Drayton, 
1165, 998; A. Mansell, Thame, 1122, 985; J. Parkin, Kendal, 1017, 
982; R. Oharles Hall, Coulsdon, 1040, 967. 
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Answers to Queries. 
By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.O., B,V.Sc,, M.R.C,V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the §.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 


ALI questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinatious. 


N. G. (Kirkby) writes :—‘ Could you possibly 
give me any advice? 1 have some 400 R.1. Red 
pullets, January and March hatched. Hatching 
and rearing have been good ; condition now not 
satisfactory—pale legs, rougn plumage, and poor 
condition generally. he yolks of the eggs of one 
or two pullets are pale. Could the seven weeks’ 
hot weather be a contributory cause? Many of 
the droppings are light mustard colour.’’—Ihere 
may be many causes ; first, and most probable, 
is overcrowding, either in the houses or on_ the 
land. My correspondent should see to this. Such 
weather as we have been experiencing, unless the 
birds are very well housed, would cause them to lose 
condition, either from exposure to sun during day 
or the house being very hot at night. The feed- 
ing, of course, may be at fault, either as to the 
quality or quantity. Has he sufficient mash 
hoppers for 400 birds? The state of the excreta 
indicates that something is wrong; damaged 
wheat would cause this or excess of animal pro- 
tein. I suggest he tries the following formula :-— 
2 lbs. bran, 4 good middlings, 14 $.G.O., 1 maize 
meal, 4 fish meal or meat and bone meal; and 
give the birds as much grain as they will consume 
as the last feed, preferably equal parts good oats 
and wheat. 


F. F. B. (Burnley). The following would be 
a good formula for your R.I.R. pullets, hatched 
February and March :—2 lbs. bran, 4 middlings, 
14 Sussex ground oats, } maize meal, } meat and 
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bone meal. You could alter this to a laying mash 
by reducing the bran to one lb., and replacing the 
Sussex ground oats with maize meal, when the 
pullets come into lay, or at about five months. old. 
In any case it would be advisable to do this at 
the beginning of September. No, I think the 
mash which I have given you would be more suit- 
able for the pullets when they come into production 
in the winter months than the one you are using, 
In addition to this, during the winter months give 
them as much grain as they will eat as the last 
feed, preferably wheat and kibbled maize. 


F. S. (Ayr) writes that he is thinking of taking 
a small poultry farm, and wants to raise 100 White 
Wyandotte pullets.. He wishes to know: (1) 
Would 300 eggs be sufficient to get 100 pullets— 
the eggs set under 20 broody hens—and whethe 
I would recommend him to do this rather thar 
buy an incubator and brooder accommodation? 
(2) Whether it is better starting with a breeding 
pen rather than buying hatching eggs ?-—say eigh’ 
White Wyandottes would lay about four egg: 
daily, 32 eggs weekly, two sittings ; an incubato 
could not be used in this case. The breeding pet 
could be used for another year. (3) Are chicken 
stronger and less liable to disease when hatchet 
and reared under broody hens? (4) Would it b 
advisable to safeguard himself by imsurance? TH 
communicated with a certain firm and they in 
formed him the premium would be Is. per hea 
for six months of age against four diseases, Roup 
Diphtheria, Tuberculosis, and Favus.—-In answe 
to his first question, I do not think he could rel 
upon 100 pullets from 300 eggs, even if set unde 
hens. He would have to allow for infertiles 
breakages, failure of broodies to run the course 
etc., etc. I calculate that he would want at leas 
another 100 eggs. He has also to assume that h 
will always have these broodies at his call at 
suitable time. In answer to his second questior 
I think it would be better starting with a goo 
breeding pen, or rather two, of ten pullets eacl 
This would be better than buying eggs even % 
the price he mentions. He would want two inct 
bators, 100-egg size, two hovers, too-chick Sizk 
In answer to his further question, chickens hatche 
under hens are stronger as a rule than thos 
hatched in incubators. They are less liable t 
disease, because they are reared in smaller nun 
bers, and brooded under better conditions. Wit 
regard to insurance, I cannot express an opinic 
about this. I do not know the firm. 


W. S. (Rotherham) writes ; ‘‘T should be gle 
if you would, through the medium of ‘ Eggs 
answer me the following query. A friend of mit 
obtained some duck eggs last .May and Jun 
White Runners, very good strain, well known 
all duck-keepers. He reared six good ducks fro 
them and one or two drakes. He kept the due 
and one drake, and mated them up brother @ 
sister. I advised him to obtain a good unrelat 
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drake, but he never bothered, but said he had 
been told that in-breeding was the thing now. I 
agreed with him so far, but | said I thought it was 
a bit too close. Anyhow, this year he gave me 
half-a-dozen eggs, and hatched out this spring 
six ducklings which have done well, so that their 
stamina seems all right. I want him to sell me 
three of the original ducks so that I can mate 
them to a good drake, but I do not think he will. 
The next best thing are the ducks I have. Would 
it pay me to mate the ducks to a drake (those 
from the brother-and-sister mating) from a 
different strain? Could I gradually out-breed the 
new relationship, and how should I proceed, and 
would it pay me or would you advise me to leave 
them alone? Are they worth keeping, or would 
you advise me to sell them? ’’—My correspondent 
has only given me information as to the matings. 
Tn the first place there is this old question of ‘‘ too 
close.’ If I understand his letter right, the pro- 
geny of this very close relationship are, as far as 
‘appearance is concerned, all that can be desired. 
Under the circumstances I can only advise him 
to keep them. It does not necessarily follow be- 
cause the mating was so close that the stamina 
has suffered. I have to assume that these were 
bred from really superior individuals, and when 
that is the case in- breeding does not affect stamina, 
‘although it does not improve it. If he will refer 
to what I had to say on this subject in last week’s 
issue of ‘‘ Eggs,”’ he will understand. If these 
ducks are not lacking in size, and are in every 
vespect healthy and vigorous, he might mate them 
to the drake from the brother-and-sister mating, 
(provided that the drake itself is healthy and vigor- 
ous. Usually the first sign of anything going 
wrong in close-breeding is infertility, followed by 
(00r hatchability. The trouble with in-breeding 
s that you cannot always judge by external 
sharacterstics whether there is anything wrong 
Dr not. As to the question of gradually breedirig 
out the new relationship and how he should pro- 
ceed. He can only proceed by breeding on a 
single line. If, for example. he continued on the 
>riginal line for two or three generations he will 
gradually out-breed the new relationship. As for 

m-breeding being the thine, that is rather non- 
sense. We have had enough in-breeding with 
tighly- fecund stock, and it cannot be denied that 
jm the whole stock has deteriorated as a con- 
sequence. 


} 
} 


‘ Hazelrige’’ (Coadbyv) writes to know ff I could 
jidvise him as to the best methiod of getting rid of rats. 
| think this is pretty nearly equivallent to asking me 
he best method of icurine a cold. Everyone would 
tive him different advice. Posstbly the kindest answer 

“ean give him would be that “‘T wish I knew. He 
\avs he has plenty of places where he could nut down 
olson, iad actually putting it in the fowl runs 
md houses. T do not like poison. but the safest poison 
6 use appears to me to be vhosphorus. We have 
ound the most successful trap in a house has been 
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to place a galvanised \bin, about 2ft. 6in. high, with a 
piece of board resting against the top to allow the 
the rats to find their way mm. After filling this three 
parts with corn, it was gradually reduced, and the rats 
could not get out again owing to the slippery sides of 
the bin, and we caught a great number in this way. 
This I found more effective than amy rat traps. Of 
course, it was necessary to close down all mash 
hoppers, etc. 

“* Enquirer ’’ (Rockbourne) has 34 Buff Orpington 
pullets, hatched 18th February and 10th March, 1924, 
The average number of eggs per bird per month is 
not exciting. At the end “of June they average 123 
each. My correspondent wants to know whether he 
should breed from them. There must ‘be individuals 
in this flock which are worth breeding from, but as a 
whole I should not @omsider it advisable to do iso. Could 
he not’ select the best birds, amd mate them to a 
cockerel from a good hen? His present suggestion of 
mating them with Black Leghorm cockerels I do not 
like. His 65 W yandottes did “consideral bly better, and 
have a very good average of 1538. It would be advis- 
able tio keep to the same breed for 1926, especially as 
he had such wonderfully vigorous chicks. The next lot 
comprised 51 Black Leghorns,and these averaged about 
the same as the Buff Orpimgtons, but their winter 
record was not sood. He wishes to know whether 1 
would be advisable to keep them for another season. 
Here, again, it is a matter of selection. One cannot 
advise the scrapping of all the 51 birds. There must 
be some which, if carefully selected, would well repay 
him if kept amother season. I do not believe in 
this wholesale scrapping. 


o 


J. W. B. (Louth) sends one of the finest geucrece of 
Broad Bran I have seen for mionths, and at 7s. 6d. it 
is remarkably cheap. Sharps at 10s. are ‘hb fair 
average quality ; clover meal at 19s. as extremely dear 
and inferior. No ome should pay such a price as this 
for clover meal in these days. The maize meal is a 
good average sample at a fair pwice. He has some 
chicks om an earth run ten weeks old. They do not 
seem to be doing as well as they should do. With 
regard to feeding, I would advise him to use four parts 
middlings. 14 $.G.0., 1 biscuit meal. and 4 meat and 
bone meal. Scald these and dry off te a crumbly moist 
condition with bran. ‘Their condition may be due to 
some other cause than the feeding. Is there any over- 
crowding, or has the run become foul? Are the chicks 
infested with insect life? It tis, of course, always advis- 
able to consider the feeding when the birds are not 
doing well,.but we should not forget other things, such 
as crowding, insect life, foul runs, etc., ete 


H. EB. B. (Congleton) sends sample of tapioca meal, 
and ae ais to its value. He states that it is advocated 
in his district in place of S.G.Q. He wishes to know 
whether this will serve im place of 5.G.O. for fatten- 
ing purposes and Jaying hens. Would I recommend 
it as a good food for poultry? In the first place, I 
may say that tapioca meall hias been used a great deal 
as an adulterant of 8.G.0. It is very deficient in 
protein and mineral matter, and the average sample 
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Correspondence. 


THE SALE OF EGGS. 


Dear Sir,—In connection with Mr. Nance’s letter in 
‘* Egos,” July Ist, I wish to draw hig attention to the 
fact that the average price of his eggs for the year is 
about ls. Sd. per dozen, and not 2s. 33d., as he 
thinks, and the value of the output is nearer £324 than 
£466 odd. Here is what I consider the correct method 
of finding the yearly price average, using the results 
of a flock of early February hatched White Leghorns 
which have put up a moderate average, if nothing 


more. I give the flock averages in fractions of one 
dozen for facility :— 
Flock Average. Price. Value. 

July (1/12 doz. @ .1/60>=. 11/6/12 
August LOW > yd | IOS = 86 /127- 
September 10/12 _,, 53 2) ees. 207 12 fe 
October o/ 12 5 ren a | aes 6 [Las 
November 1/12 _,, jib) eee OAL AK 
December’ 8/12 ,, 17.1 yO ee, AOL OTe 
January 15/12. 5 G 3/5 = o1Lj12F 
February 15/12 _,, rp, Spa eee Bo) LA /- 
March 23/12 ..,, se 1/8. = 389/12/- 
April 23/12 .., 5» L/S = -28/123/- 
May 21/12 ,, eee UE = 26/12/- 
June LGD a Ge Sape= 21 /T27 e 

Multiply both sides by 12:-- 
162 doz. : = 805/- 


Average of 1 doz.: 
= 1/10 approx. 


805}/162/- 


Thus each hen laid 18 dozen and six eggs. 
Value = 25/- approx. 

The above laid small eggs till September, which 
were not very valuable, so that value can be improved 
upon. Later hatched birds have laid eggs of a greater 
value in comparison with the period they have been 
in lay. 

If Mr. Nance’s food bill is purely for food, it is per- 
haps reasonable, but has he no freights and odds and 
ends to pay. which could easily come to a few more 
pounds a month before a gross profit would be 
reached? Then his hens are only ‘laying under £1 a 
year. 

Personally, I do not see any net profit at all, or at 
least-very little—certainly not 5s. a hen. 

Yours faithfully, 
M. GRAY. 


SELLING EGGS. 


Dear Sir,—As a small poultry farmer I wish to 
say this :—The corn merchant gets a living out of 
the poultry farmer; the higgler also gets a living 
out of the poultry farmer. If the poultry farmer 
buys his poultry food at retail price, he is cutting 


his own throat by selling it again (in the shape of 
an egg) at wholesale price—it 1s a ‘‘ mug’s”™ 
game. A higgler said to me to-day: ‘‘ There, 
14s. 6d. the long hundred’’ (meaning 120). Here 
is a man dictating his own terms. Dare I tell the 
corn merchant that oats or wheat were £8 10s. 
pe. ton? ‘‘I do not think.’’ As a matter of fact 
the corn merchants called, and also dictated prices 
to me, and just as dear as ever. The poultry 
farmer is considered a ‘‘ mug’’ by what I can see 
of it, and if all the poultry farmers allow the 
higgler to buy his eggs wholesale, the poultry 
industry will never be any good. 

My latest stunt is to scrape enough together to 
buy an old motor and get retail prices for my 
eggs, as | am paying retail prices for my pouitry 
foods. I know of several poultry farmers ‘‘ going 
broke,’’ but the same old higgler still smiles and 
finds new “ mugs’’ to earn him a living, while 
the poultry farmer spends hundreds and thousands 
and has all the worry. The higgler’s outht costs 
about a ‘‘ fiver.”’ I say: Retail prices until we 
buy our food at Wholesale prices. 

Yours truly, . 
‘““POULTRY FARMER.” 


THE EARLY-HATCHED PULLETS. 


Dear Mr.. Newman,—I see in last week's 
‘“Eggs ’’ you invite correspondence re the profit 
ability of the early pullet.. By early hatched f 
mean-January or even February. I give no opinion 
as to the breeding worth of these birds, not having 
experimented sufficiently, but as ‘to their value 
as autumn and winter producers of eggs for sel- 
ing purposes I can speak. JI keep White Wyan= 
dottes. My original birds came from a well-known 
breeder who keeps permanently 1,000 layers for 
commercial purposes, and has an_ incubating 
capacity of 3,000 eggs, I think. It is significant, 
I think, that all his layers are hatched between 
tst March and end of March. He does not supply 
a hatching egg before the first date, and per 
sonally I have found him right. I have hatched 
in February. Some of the birds laid in August, 
ali in September, and although magnificent birds 
would not lay a sizeable egg till 1st October? 
Although they did not hackle moult, I do not con- 
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contains 113 per cent. water and 874 per cent. starch. 
It is not easily digested, but it is possible that it would 
be compietely absorbed. ‘So far as I am aware, 00 
feeding experiments have been conducted with it with 
poultry. Ishould not, however, consider that it would 
compare in value with 5.G.O. Owing to its high starch 
content, and the great deficiency in both protein and 
mineral matter, we could hardly advise this as a sult 
able food for poultry. It may be useful in fattening, 
but I should not think it & very suitable food for the 
laying hen. ; 
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sider small eggs in September are a paying pro- 
position, considering one has to keep the birds a 
month longer than is necessary by hatching a 
month earlier. This year I have pullets hatched 
beginning of March, pullets hatched end of March 
and beginning April. The later lots I think the 
/most promising, and I know the earlier all beat 
me again by laying too early and a small egg. 

Except for early table birds, I cannot see the 
sense of hatching very early in the year. March 
birds—well reared—will, I believe, make as good 
breeders as January birds, and will cost 2s. per 
head less to rear. I kill and eat my cockerels at 
ten weeks old. I don’t go in for table chickens, 
‘but as long as Austria and Hungary import 2 lb. 
chickens at Is. lb., I cannot see much left for us. 
(I happen to know a man who does this. particular 
‘trade from Hungary. ) 
_ Another item—lI find eggs reach their best prices 
in November. If your early pullet moults, this is 
where she fails you—-and should you not succeed 
in getting her on again by December all her profit 
is gone. I reckon my harvest of eggs to be in 
November and December invariably; and I say 
unless one gets 50 per cent. of eggs in these 
months, or very nearly, commercial eggs cannot 
pay. Even in December of last year prices came 
down with a jump and never recovered. The pre- 
vious year they held on till January. 

Yours very truly, 


KE. M. WALROND. 


Re CO-OPERATION. 

Dear Sir,—Recently the Government in their report 
lave censured the members of Co-operative Societies 
or not supporting such. 
LT hold shares—half paid up—in one which was 
tarted largely with the help of ‘‘ Eggs,’’ and is 
sdvertised fo deal in Poultry Products. — 
| They have several times sent me forms to fill in 
equiring me to state all my private business done 
saning the previous three months—what I have sold: 
there, and to whom, and what price I have obtained. 
When I ask them to give me the same information 
hey refuse always, even if asked to state what price 
hey are paying on the day of enquiry. 
As‘a private trader of 30 years’ standing, I do not 
nderstand this, and I think that if this is Co-oprera- 
om, the word had better be deleted from the 
ictionary 

IT would like to know what my fellow-members of 
ae S.P.B.A. think of this. In so far as I have been 
bie to obtain any evidence of prices paid by them, it 
as been much lower than the open market. 


No. 158. 


Obviousiv the writer was referring to Co-operative Poultry 
(roducts, Iitd. For this reason we referred this letter to the 
hairman of Directors. His reply is appended. The forms sub- 
itted to us ave hardly of such’ a nature as our correspondent’s 
tter indicates, and we think he must have misinterpreted their 
eaning and object, the questions being put with the object of 
Seoverinig whether iit would be to the advantage of the enqui:er 
| do ‘business with the company, or whether he would do better 
continue on his present lines. (Editor). 


Yours truly, 


Dear Mr. Newman,—We much appreciate the op- 
portunity of replying to the criticism of your anony- 
ious correspondent. 

We presume that the reference is made to the forms 
which the members have been asked to fill in before 
sending poultry and eggs, copies of which are enclosed 
herewith for your mspection. You will hardly imagine 
that these questions require a member to state ‘‘ail 
private business done during the piast three months,’’ 
as your correspondent states. 

The necessity for asking such questions is self- 
evident, in that the Society should be in a position to 
give advice as to whether it is worth while a member 
sending in produce to the station, or selling through 
any other source. 

To my knowledge no refusal has ever been made 
to a member sending produce who has asked: ‘‘What 
price they are paying on the day of enquiry? ”’ 

The chief criticism of your correspondent appears 
to be in the last paragraph of his letter. Presuming 
this refers to prices paid for poultry, it may interest 
your readers to know that during the two months in 
which poultry has been received at Virginia Water 
over 20,000 birds have been dealt with, ‘amd it has 
been a revelation to the management to note the prices 
which some members have asked for their produce, 
e.g., Many cases can tbe given where senders have 
asked up to 4/- per Ib live weight! 

Not knowing who your anonymous correspondent 
can be—as errors ean be so easily made when nurn- 
bers only are quoted—we do not iattribute the above 
price to him. 

The 20,000 birds dealt with have in a large number 
of cases been entirely unsuited to the station’s work. 
and the difficulty of fixing prices for birds, before being 
stmt, has been almost insuperable, owing to the fact 
that no two markets can or do compare. Further, if 
a sender puts a few of his presumably best birds in a 
short local market the price realised can hardly be 
taken as a eniterion of the value of the rest of his 
stock. 

All this has given comsiderable tanxiety to the 
management and in the development of the society's 
activities this trouble of fixing a price satisfactory to 
the sender and the station will be automatically 
solved. 

Briefly this development consists of the establish- 
ment of a weekly public Auction Mart for both Pioul- 
try and Eggs at the Society’s premises at Virginia 
Water. 

This auction will be conducted by 1a well-known firm 
of Poultry Auctioneers, and willl be attended by buyers 
from all parts. 

The first Auction Sale takes place on Thursday, July 
23rd, at 10 a.m., and members are invited to gee their 
preduce sold. 

The Society will buy at the auction all birds suitable 
for its fattening station, and members will thus receive 
a competitive price im every imstance. 

This will be the cnly purely Poultry and Keg 
Auction Mart in the kingdom run by Poultry Farmers. 

In the Egg Department no eggs will be sold until 
they have been graded and candled at the Society’s 
Station. What this will mean to the buyer of English 
Eggs is selt-evident. 
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Further, members are to be given the option of 
having their eggs sold by contract or by mieans of the 
auction. 

The establishment of such an auction will benefit 
the members by :— 

(a) Procuring a competitive price for the whole 
of hig produce whether suitable or otherwise for 
the station’s requirements. 

(b) Enabling the society to carry out a profitable 
development. 

Yours sincerely, 
P. HEDWORTH FOULKES, 
Chiairman, C.P.P., Ltd. 
6th July, 1925. 


COST OF FEEDING. 


Dear Sir,—Regarding the article by— Mr. A. 
Moreton-Nance, on page 14 of last week’s ‘‘ Eggs, ’ 
it struck me that the cost of feed for twelve 


months for 400 layers was exceedingly cheap, and — 


I give vou an extract from an American Agri- 
cultural College as to what they consider 100 hens 
require. This would work out considerably dearer 
—£17 for 12 months. 


‘Connecticut Agricultural College puts out 
the following table to serve as a guide in 
estimating the probable cost of maintaining a 
flock of poultry. It shows the approximate 
average amount of feed and litter for one 
hundred hens for one year :— 


Two tons scratch grain. 
Two tons dry mash. 
One ton mangel beets. 
One ton straw and litter. 
100 lbs. grit and shell. 


The one hundred hens should yield one ton ~ 


of eggs. This means 16,000, at_an average 
weight of two ounces each.’’ 


Yours faithfully, 
vv. -CLUZET. 


CORRUGATED IRON ROOFS. 


BI 


Dear Mr. Newman,—I see in my copy of “ Eggs,’ 
just to hand, that the opinion of members is re- 
quested regarding the use of corrugated iron for 
roofs of poultry houses, and it was mooted that 
they were too hot-in summer and too cold in 
winter, and that on the whole they were just as 
liable to be lifted by wind as a felt and board roof. 

Well, perhaps it may interest you and my fellow 
members to know that here in Sierra Leone nearly 
all the roofs of permanent buildings (living houses, 
etc.) are covered with corrugated iron, but the 
roofs aire first covered with stout boards (about 
one inch thick). These roofs, on the whole, stand 
against the’ fiercest tornados which rise suddenly 
and last anything from half to two or three hours. 


| 
| 


Very few cases have occurred where the roofs_ 


have been lifted, and in all cases the houses or 


huts have been in exposed situations on the side of | 
high hills, some three to eight hundred feet above | 


sea level, and in most cases the ravages of white 
ants were partly responsible. Then, again, all 
houses have wide verandah 
‘pockets ’’ for the wind and afford tremendous 
leverage. 


roofs, which form | 


| 


Out here the general form of ventilation is at | 
the ridge of the roof, and by windows and slatted 


ventilators in the walls. 
to have windows wide open on both sides without 


When fine, we are able 


undue draught, closing either side when the wind 
rises according to its direction, and when in wet 


weather, such as we are experiencing frequently 


just now, it is unsafe owing to dampness, to have 
either window open, we get a fair current of air. 


by means of the side ventilators. 


I may add that for appearances sake the roofs 
are also lined under the rafters, so that there is 
first iron, then one inch boards, then a space of 
from three to seven inches, according to the depth 
of the rafters, and then a lining of matchboards 
about three-quarter inch thick. Of course, this 1S 
for living houses or huts. Some are lined as ceil= 
ings instead, and would not be advisable or neces-. 
sary in the case of poultry houses, but at least 
one thickness of boards would be necessary under 
the corrugated iron, and I am inclined, to think 
that if there was a space between the two it would 
be better for summer and winter by counteracting 
either heat: or cold. ; 

To prevent the iron from lifting with the wind, 
it must of course be securely fixed either with 
bolts or screws. We use large galvanised screws 
out here. 

In this country we get, on an average, 150 
inches of rain per annum, and mostly between 
April and November. So far we have had 17.24 
inches for 1925, so that you can see we have some 
to look forward to. ‘ 

The only roof I have seen lifted by storm was 
one side of a span roof of a hut measuring 60 feet 
by 25 feet with a balcony roof addition of 6 feet, 
The whole of this ‘‘ side,’” woodwork and all, was 
lifted bodily and carried over a higher building for 
about roo tyards, {and struck !another building, 
smashed its verandah and staircase of iron and 
wood. «The weight is estimated at about three 
tons. 

Of course, this was an exceptional case, and 
was partly due to the ravages of white ants in the 
woodwork. But it does show that, on the whole, 
galvanised corrugated*iron roofing is capable, if 
properly fixed, to withstand almost any weather, 
but I should imagine that ‘‘costs’’ would be 
against its use. . 

I am afraid I have made a long yarn of such 4 
small job, but perhaps you will be able to sort it 
out and use some of it for the benefit of others. 

Yours faithfully, : 


F, S. PARTRIDGE.® 


">. 
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| Editorial. 
| ON EGGS. 


the lot of the Secretary of a Poultry Association 
is thait of examining all those eggs which are sent 
him ibecause some customer of ‘the sender has 
complained that they were ‘“ bad eggs.” The 
| sender is usually very indignant, and protests that 
| his eggs are collected every day, therefore it is 
_ampossible for them to be bad, 


THE EFFECT OF BODY HEAT ON EGGS. 

One of. the most common of these is the egg 
which has been retained in the oviduct for some 
long period. As our readers are aware, the egg 
| is forced from the oviduct by the peristaltic action 

of the muscles in the oviduct wall; sometimes 
| from fright, sometimes probably from the bird 

being in-an overfat condition; and again, possibly 
“through the weakening of tie muscles of the 
_ oviduct from over-production, this action ceases 
| temporarily, and the egg is held in the body of 
“the fowl for several days after its completion. 
This keeps the egg at body temperature, and 
_imcubation begins. If the egg is fertile the results 
‘are disastrous at once. If it is infertile the egg 
“4s certainly affected, so the indignant customer 
and the indignant vendor. — 

FOREIGN SUBSTANCES IN THE YOLK. 

Occasionaily grains or fragments of ~ other 
foreign substances may ‘be forced up the oviduct 
from the cloaca. We once had a Nottingham 
reader~ whose wife found a ‘halfpenny in the 
albumen of an egg. 
|. During the normal return of such substances 
| the oviduct glands have secreted albumen, shell 
membranes, and shell, forming a complete egg, 
which explains the presence of the foreign sub- 
| stance within the egg. 

__ Intestinal worms are sometimes found in eggs. 
| They apparently gain access to the oviduct from 
\ the large intestine, and are later included in an 
| €gg as it is being formed. 

b BLOOD SPOTS. 

We have often explained this. When a hen is 
“laying heavily the ovary is plentifully supplied with 
blood to promote the rapid formation of yolks. 
“When a yolk sac ruptures to release a yolk, some 
| blood may escape from a congested blood vessel 
/4m the sac. The blood passes into the oviduct 
| with the yolk, where it becomes surrounded by 
| 


albumen and incorporated in the egg. Sometimes 
the blood-spot is in the white, or albumen. In 
that case it is due to a ruptured blood vessel in 
the oviduct. E 


oe 
> haw 


One of the most unpleasant tasks which falls to 
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THE GERMINAL. DISC. 

Some yolks show many more than-one germinal 
disc, and we have frequently eggs sent to us 
asking, “‘ What is the foreign substance in the 
egg?’' In some cases it has been suggested that 
the hen is tubercular ; this is not the case. Only 
one of these discs fusually shows development, 
when the egg is incubated. 


EGGS WITHIN EGGS. 

On five or six occasions we have had these sent 
to us, and the only explanation we can find of 
this is, that when an egg is being passed through 
the oviduct and is ready to be laid there may be 
some reverse peristaltic action, and the egg will 
be forced up the oviduct until it is again normally 
pushed along its regular course ; in this way one 
yolk may be developed with two complete sets’ of 
albumen, shell membrane, and shell. 

As a rule these eggs within the eggs are very 
small, weighing not more than 3 oz., but some two 
years ago we had a Leghorn egg sent us weighing 
five ounces, which contained another complete egg 
weighing two ounces. 


MEAT SPOTS. 


Occasionally eggs containing what the sender 
describes as ‘‘meat spots’’ are sent. More fre- 
quently than not this is congealed blood; The 
opinion has been expressed that they may be pieces 
of the dead glands of the oviduct wall. 


“ BLOOD IN THE ALBUMEN. 


Often the albumen has the appearance of blood 
or blood streaks in it. This is due to the oviduct 
being injured or irritated, so that blood is exuded 
with the albumen. 

Eggs of this kind are more common with pullets 
just -beginning to lay, or during a heavy laying 
period, than at other times. 

Only a few individuat birds in a flock are affected, 
and .therefore treatment is almost impossible, as 
it 1s difficult to recognise which individuals are 


responsible. 
TEMPERATURE. 

The effect of heat on eggs will, of course, 
depend largely on whether they are fertile or not. 
The lowest temperature at which the germ of a 
fertile egg will begin to develop is 72 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 


THE WYE COLLEGE DUCK TEST, 1925-26. 


Particulars and rules have been received from 
the Secretary of the South-Eastern Agricultural 
College, Wye, Kent. 

Each entry consists of five ducks of any one 
pure breed, hatched not earlier than Ist January, 
1925. Ducks are to be trapnested, and run on 
free range. Feeding to be done in the traps. 

A fortnight’s settling down period is to be 
allowed between the time of arrival on the 15th 
October, and 1st November, on which date record- 
ing will begin. 
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The entrance fee is £2 10s. for five birds, and 
is payable in advance. 

There will be a ballot should more entries be 
received than can be accommodated. 

For the purpose of awards, the birds will be 
divided into four classes—-Runner, Khaki- 
Campbells, Buff Orpingtons, and any other variety 
or breed. 

Scoring.—First grade eggs shall throughout the 
test be those which weigh two ounces or more. 

In the event of the death of any duck, the egg 
record of any such duck will be retained in the 
pen record, but the duck may not be replaced. 

Entries close on 1st September, 1925. 


— 


“ LEICESTER MERCURY” COUNTY LAYING TRIALS, 


Officially supervised by the Leicestershire Oounty Council— 
Agricultural Education (Joint) Committee. Horticultural Sub- 
Committee. 


10th Monthly Report for the period June 15th to July 13th, 1925. 


In the report for the above period Mr. W. Rolling states 
that there has been a further drop in the output of eggs during 
the month, this is due to the seasonal falling off and in part 
to the hot weather recently experienced, which always affects 
egg production. Broodiness is still prevalent, and some few 
birds have commenced to moult. 1,598 eggs were laid during 
the four weeks, against 1,871 for the previous month, giving an 
average of 14.2 eggs per bird. The total for the ten months 
(40 weeks) is now 18,314 eggs, being an average of 163.5 for all 
birds in- the competition. Practically nochange in position has 
taken place during the month. The best performance for the 
month was made by Mr. E..Hill’s pen of R.I, Reds, which laid 
113 eggs, value 14/11. This is, followed by Mrs. R. Crawford’s pen 
of White Leghorns, which laid 106 eggs, value 14/34. The health 
of all birds continues to be good with no case of infectious 
disease. One death occurred in Pen 3, the report from the 
Veterinary Laboratory of the Minister of Agriculture gave 
“Teukemia” as the cause of death. 


The position of each pen is given below:— 

Section 1.—Division A.—-Light Breeds (6 birds).—Mrs. R. Craw- 
ford (W.L.), 1097 eggs; Crawford and Dowell (W.L.), 965; J. and 
A. Moore (Blk. IL.), 844; Alan Kemp (Blk. L.), 765. 

Section 1.—Division B.—Heavy Breeds (6 birds).—T. F. Wildman 
(R.1.R.), 1220; Mrs. E: Ball (R.I.R.), 1084; Crawford and Dowell 
(R.1.R.), 1123; Lady, Dorothy Fraser (R.J.R.), 1090; Miss G. Bel- 
grove (R.I.R.), 1024; O. B. Payne (R.I.R.), 1032. 

Section 2.—Any Breed (2 birds)—J. T. Kidger (W.W.). 407; 
Geo. Gilliver (W.W.), 366; Geo. Stevens (An.), 378; Miss D. Walton 
(W.L.), 329; Mrs. Geo. Gilliver (R.I-R.), 258. 

H. T, ATKINSON, 
County Instructor in Poultry-Keeping. 


CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL EGG-LAYING COMPETITION 
SINGLE BIRD TEST, 1924-25. 
Report for Ninth Month—May 27th to June 23rd, 1925. 

The flock average for the month iis 16.25 eggs per bird, against 
184 last month. The average for the light breeds is 19.4, and 
for the heavy breeds 13.6 per bird. 

Twenty-nine birds have been broody. 

Two deaths occurred this month. 


EGG PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. 


Light Breeds.—W J. Fletcher (W.L.), 1449 pts.; J. Mason 
(WT), 1434: E. Harrison (W.L.), 1375;° Campbell Sheen (W.L.), 
1340: W. J. Fletcher (W.L.), 1293; A J. Milme (W.L.), 1264. 

Heavy Breeds.—Liverpool Sanatorium, K’wood (L8.). 1387; 
Mrs. Garnett ‘Buff R.), 1351; W. T. Griffiths (W W.}, 1340; Tansey 
ies (R.L.R.), 1310; E. Carter (R.I.R.), 1289; BH Paterson (B. Orp.), 


—< 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND. 
EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-25. 


Egg Production of Leading Pens at end of Ninth Period— 
23rd June, 1925. 


Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 
Section 1. White Leghorns.—D. Baxter, Lanark, i010, 1007; J. 
Prentice, Uddingston, 1026, 968; J. W_Dobbie, Rothesay, 1001, 880. 
Section 2. White Wyandottes.—R. A. Oliver, Boarhills, Fife, 
Foe See W. hie: pee eae. 957, 729. 
Section 3. ode Island Reds.—Mrs. » West Kilbride, 
1005. 1003; H. P. Roche, Stevenston, 916, pi anes ae 
_ Section 4. Non-Sitters other than White Leghorns.—R. Scott 
Reger Uddingston. 903, 883; Jackson and Johnstone, Stonehouse, 
"Section 5. Sitters other than in Section 2 and 3.—J. Adams 
Lanarkshire, 865, 864; Mrs. I. Oraig, Dunlop, 779, 779. : 
‘ ‘ epee s 6, age ea att pee Ashford, Kent 1109, 1061; 
es S. Burnett, Arbroath, ; R. A. and A. M, ; 
Chalford, Stroud. 851, 850. - Toney 


Angora Rabbit Wool 
Farming— VII. 


By the LADY RACHEL BYNG. 


FEEDING (Continued.) 


Green food iis one of the most. economigal foods of 
rabbits’ menu, and plays an important part in the) 
supplying of a good harvest oif wool. | 

(1) It must be fed dry. Some breeders maintain} 
that it is fussy to be particular om this point, and con-| 
tend they feed wet greens with impunity. Possibly it) 
may be harmless if fed immediately after a shower of 
rain, but, personally, I have found that scour is the 
result of feeding wet greens. | 

(2) It must never ‘be fed frosted. Frosted greens or 
roots are fatal. In winter it is best and safest to leave! 
all greens iand roots to thaw for 12 hours in a warm) 
temperature before feeding, to ensure all frost being) 
drawn out of them. | 


Babies of 5 weeks old with their Mother and Father—bred by 
Lady R. Byng. 

(3) Never feed greens or roots with earth upon them. 
Earth is indigestible, and sure to cause liver trouble. 
Amonig the most valuable green foods are the ordinaty 
weeds found in a garden. Weeds that are the gat 
dener’s despair. rejoice the’ heart of the Rabbit 
Farmer, hence gardening anid rabbit keeping go well 
together. 

Who does not know. the persistence of grounidsel tt 
gnow in the kitchen and flower garden beds? Weeding 
loses much of its wearisomeness when the weeds am 
going to be utilised in ‘assisting the growth of wool al 
35s. per lb. 

GRouNDSEL is excellent for this purpose. So, too 
is the maddening ‘‘ Puantarn,”’ both the broad’ ame 
narrow-leaved kinds. 

How difficult iis to keep dowmniconvolvulus when one 
it has set root amongst one’s raspberry canes. Thi 
rabbits relish convolvulus, both leaves and flowers.’ 

CuickweEEp that spreads with such amazing swift 
noss -everywhiere, is another rabbit treat. CoLTSFoe 
flower and leaves are much appreciated. HoGwEbl 
that grows in such profusion im most country cops? 
and hedges, though not enjoyed as much as the albov! 
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by Angoras, forms a very usefull ‘‘ pis-aller.’’ 
BraMBiEs they love. Lawn Mowines make a change, 
but one must muke sure that they contain no butter- 
eup (deadly poison!) or machine off. 

In addition to weeds there tis wonderful feeding prc- 
perty in the ordinary garden waste. Loose leaves of 
eauliflowers, stalks split in two or three, are great 


favourites Pra-pops and Pra-HauLMs ane thoroughly 
relished. BEAN-HAULMS are nit liked as much, amd 


bean pods are too tough. 

BRUSSEL Sprcvuis, leaves and stalks are always liked. 
Leaves of turiips, turnips, celery leaves, raddish 
leaves, are all good feeding. As for CARROTS AND THEIR 
LEAVES, there is nothing better for wool production 

CLOVER is one of the best of floods, flowers and leaves, 
too. 

__ Dayvetions And L&AvEs are never refused. They 
should not be fed too generously, as they act as an 
aperient. 

SHEPHERD’S PuRSE is another favourite, and -s in. 
Valuable as a deterrent to scour. " 

The leaves and stalks of Jerusalem artichokes are a 
great stand-by. Parsley in small quantities is useful, 
especially for bringing backward does in season. Holly 
leaves they like, and especially do they enjoy twigs of 
havel and beech and hawthorn. SuNFLOWERs, flowers, 
leaves, stalks, and seedis can all be utiliged. The 
Jatter shiould be crushed before using, These are 
easily grown, and itis a good plan to have a succession 
of plants during the whole summer—dAcacia, Lime, 
Maple, Sowthistlle, Thyme, Sage, Fenmelil—all help 
with the green menu. 

BEErTRooT can be fed sparingly, and French farmers 

advocate it, being mixed with bran |before feeding to 
young stock to prevent scour. Apple parings and 
‘core, as well as the fruit itself, is looked upon as ‘a great 
treat, also pears. 
The following must be avoided :—Pimpernels, prim- 
vcses, buttercups, ranunculus, meadow saffron, 
‘Anemonies, wild mustard, tansey, (aconite, uncooked 
potatoes, potato leaves, rhubarb leaves, ‘aspen and oak 
leaves. 


| 
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HARPER-ADAMS’ AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, NEWPORT, SALOP 
POULTRY LAYING TRIALS, 1924-25. 


Report for the Ninth Period. 

The records for the ninth period, which terminated on 10th 
July, disclose the usual decline in jproductiom, tthe average output 
\for all competing birds being just under 15 eggs per bird. ‘This 
figure is satisfactory, although less by one ege tham that attained 
forthe corresponding period last year. The decline is noticeable 
among the heavier breeds, broodiniess having materially affected 
production. ‘The difference im output of the light amd heavy 
breeds is interesting, a comparison of the respective averages 
showing that in the Light Breed Section of the Championship 
62 eggs per pen (10 birds) was reached, the Heavy Section record- 
jing 138 eggs per pen. In the Small Flock the White Leghorns 
have an average of 99 eggs per pen (six birds), comparing 
favourably with the Wyandotte average of 84 eggs. 

SUMMARY OF THE LEADING PENS. 
Championship Trials. 

‘Section 1. Light Breeds.—A. White, Malpas, Cheshire (B.L.), 
(681 ezes: Miss N H. Bell, Ightham. Kent (W.L.), 1679; Frank 
snowden, Keighley. York (W.L.), 1583; H. Sutton amd Sons, Pres- 
jon (W.L), 1604: G. B. Metcalfe, Lechlade, Glos. (B.L.), 1577. 
Section ?. Heavy Breeds.—E. Watson, Colne, Lancs. (W.W.), 
1663; G. B Metcalfe, Lechlade, Glos. (W.W.), 1657; W. Lister, 
Northiam, Sussex (U.S ), 1585; Miss N. Fowler, Blackburn (W.W.), 
WT: G@ W. Reeves, Whitchurch, Salop (R.1.R.), 1602. 

) Small Flock Trials. 

| Section 1, White Leghorns. — W.MeMahom, Newton Mearns, 
Renf., 1113: J. and W. Purdie, Lanark, 1088. F A. Welch, Chel- 
jenhham, 1064; Cotswold -Pedigree Farm, Stroud, Glos., 1095; G. 
\Keith Simmons, Honiton, Devon, 997. 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 


POST-MORTEMS. 


The post-mortem examination of the 


B. W. 


-Chinchilla rabbit showed that it was affected with 


Coccidiosis. This is a very common cause of loss 
in young rabbits, at times assuming the. pro- 
portions of an epidemic. It is caused by an 
organism belonging to the same family as that 
which affects chicken, but differs somewhat in the 
life history and in shape. The disease is spread 
by the droppings of infected animals, adults often 
being carriers of the organisms, without being 
affected in any way themselves. For this reason 
adults should be separated from the young ones as 
soon as possible after weaning, and a great deal in 
the way of prevention can be done by’ cleaning 
out the hutches every other day. When the disease 
has actually appeared, the floors of the hutches 
should be cleaned by scrubbing with hot water 
and soda, and then disinfected every other day, 
and every care taken to prevent contamination of 
the food or water by the droppings. All green 
food should be fresh, but allowed to wilt, ‘before 
being fed, as, as a matter of practical experience, 
this trouble is less likely to arise if this is done. 
As treatment, give ten drops of Tincture of 
Catechu in a teaspoonful of water twice daily. 


D. & L. The post-mortem examination of the 
duckling showed that the cause was some irritant 
poison, the lesions. being very suggestive of lead. 
I suppose the usual collection of old pots and tins 
was found when the pond was drained; and it 
would be interesting to know if there were any 
old paint pots among them. There was nothing 
to suggest infectious disease, and the pond should 
be safe ta use again when thoroughly cleaned out, 
provided that no poisonous matters drain into it. 


Section 2, White Wyandottes.—D. W. Gunston, Reading, 1145; 
Allen Bros., Harrogate, 1034; Frank Snowden, Keighley, Yorks., 
1007; Dr. A. E Harrisson, Daventry, 1003; Mirs. Alec Wilson, Garth, 
Breconshire, 992. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Reds.—F. and iA. H. Sanders, Rugby, 
1044; Mrs. Molloy, Urumlim, Oo. Anitrim, 1034; Dashwood Farms, 
Ltd, Doddington, Oxon, 950; R. Green, Prestion, Lanes., %3: E. 
Leslie Pattison, Longton, Staffs , 915. 

Section 14. Sussex.—F. Rossall-Samdford, Shrewsbury, 919: W. 
Bradbury, Bury, Lancs., 929; Capt. A. A. Plimpton, Beverley, 
Yorks, 966; A. Hughes, Malpas, Cheshire, 926; .A. Robinson, 
Bawtry. Yorks., 947 

Section 5. Black Leghorns.—W. A Lansley, Whiltchurch, Salop, 
951; C. L. and J. A. Thomson, Holywell. 960; rs. H. B. Cowley, 
Abingdon, Beris., 910; Wilson Beaittie, Rothersthorpe. Northants, 
896; J. H. Hodkinson, St. Ives. Hunts, 872. 

Section 6, Any Other Light Breed.—Storer Bros, Didebury, 
Mamchester (An.), 880; H. Lyndon Lemon,. Devizes (Lia. B.), 899: 
S Street-Porter, Ely, Cambs. (An.), 904; W. Hammett, Blackpool 
(An), 883: C.WS., Whalley, Lames., (An.), 2 

Section 7, Any Other Heavy Breed.—Miss P. Mills, Bishop’s 
Castle, Shropshire, 1034; F. R. Welch, Bewdley, Worcs. (Rs.), 927: 
O. C. Brown, Scunthorpe, Lines. (Rs.), 970; Miss M. Fowler, Black- 
burn (B. Orp). 846; P. K. White, Market Drayton (Rs.), 896. 


SINGLE BIRD TRIALS. 

Section 1. White Leghorns.—W. Hamnett, Blackpool, 206: W. 
H. Golden, Leire, Rugby, 201;_8. BE. Illingworth, Bradford, 196: N. 
S Robinson, Spilsby, Lines., 188; F. S. Low, Giodstone, Sumrey, 189. 

Section 2. White Wyandottes.—Mrs. Alec Wilson, Breconshire, 
213; A. Hughes, Malpas, Cheshire, 187; S. Street-Porter, Ely, 
Cambs., 182; §. and T'. Greenall, Grantham, 182; W. Barron, Pres- 
ton, 186 

Section 3. Any Other Light Breed.—S.~ Street-Porter, Ely. 
Cambs (BL.), i78; A. White, Malpas, Ches. (B.L.), 175:-R. A. and A. 
M. Johmson, Chialford, Glos. (B.L), 176; Chivers and Sons, Ltd., 
Cambridge (B.L.), 173; W. Hamnett, Blackpool (An.), 157: 

Section 4. Any Other Heavy Breed.—T. Barron, Preston, 
Lames (R.I.R.), 181; R. Green, Preston (R.I.R.), 181: W. M. Golden, 
Rugby (1.8), 170; A. White, Malpas. Cheshire ('S.), 171; K. Leslie 
Pattison, Longton, Staffs (R.I.R.), 155. 
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THE 


Effect of Nervous Strain 


Upon Egg Production. 
Ry BERNARD REDDAWAY. 


Slowly we are meeting and overcoming the obstacles 
which beset the path of “high vind ieee and reproduc- 
tion in poultry, but as vei) there are ont or two paths 
along which we have hardly ravelled at ail. 

The effect that worry und nervous strain have upon 
the physique of :1an is we. known, anc we have no 
reason to doubt that this detrimental effect 1s com- 
mon to a greater or lesser extent in ail creatures pos- 
sessing our type of controlling brain. “he lowe 
forms of life which have a number of distinet nerve 
cells in place of a central brain ccme in an entirely 
different category 

Long before a fowi'’s or duck’s body is apparently 
damaged by fright or worry the egg yield falls off, and 
it is this falling off which is usually the only outward 
sion of nervous disturbance. 


An extreme case iis the fright a fierce dog wil: give 
to a pen of laying Leghorns ; a fright off this kind is 
sometimes sufficient not only to stop egg production. 
but also to thnow some of the birds into a moult. 

Now I am going to give the results that I have 
observed of the effect that the less-heeded worries, 
which so often beset the fowl, have upon her egg pro- 
duction. 

Pens of laying birds undoubtedly go off in produc- 
tion if rats or even mice are allowed to enter their 
sleeping house. Having a dropping board under their 
perches which prevents them from seeing the rodents 
in no way alters the effect to the egg production 
which the rats cause. We are thus drawn to conclude 
that the noise made by the intruders, as they run in 
the litter, cause the eee to eease laying properly, 
owing to cece their sleep, and @ausing them ner- 
vous irritation. 

Again leaving out the disturbamees caused by 
animals, we find that a banging door or a rattling 
chain have just the same effect upon their laying. 


We also find that the fertility is reduced even when 
the actual egg yield is hardly affected at aill. 


Of late a good deal has been written about the suit- 
ability of thei iron roof for ' poult try houses. The objec- 
tion raised to this type of ne is the extremes of heat 
which it allows the house to gio to. In large houses 
the iron roof does not cause the house to go to 
extremes of temperature, but the egg yield is still 
affected, so we must put it down to something else. 
Perhaps the neise which the rain makes as it beats 
down on to the iron has a tot to do with it. 


Some persons argue that the fowl’s brain is of such 
a low order that it is incapable of worry as we speak 
of it, but I advise them to go and look at the worried 
expression to be found in the eyes of-birds exposed. to 
these petty annoyances, before deciding that poultry 
are incapable of worry. 


We should take more care in providing for the 
nervous welfare of our birds, and we. should look upon 
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them less as egg machines, which, by-the-way, the 
are not if they are not quite properly looked after. 

It is so little trouble to see that. there are no une 
fastened chaims or loose doors and shutters bo bang,. 
and make a noise all through the night whenever the 
wind blows. All rodents should, of course, bé 
excluded from the poultry houses. 


CORRESPONDENCE—Continued. 


NATIONAL POULTRY PARLIAMENT—THE 
BUSINESS MAN’S VIEW. 


Sir,—Surely most business men would share the} 
astonishment I felt when attending, as a visitor, the) 
Natienial Poultry Parliament, held at Hawrogate’ last) 
week, upon secing a spéaker -mount the plathorny 
and deliver to the public-a clear statement to prove 
how he by losing thousands of fowls was a failure as 
a Poultry Farmer, and his effort to gain favourable) 
sentiment in the endeavour to place responsibisity| 
upon representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture. =| 

I am led to believe this will come under ‘‘industrial | 
inefficiency,’’ one of the maim difficulties of — the| 
National Poultry Council, and that which causes the} 
organised work of the Poultry Commissioner and his 
assistants to be :o laborious and imeffective. 


A. REG. WALMSLEY. 


We think that very few of those who were p.esent and heard 
Mr. ‘Toovey speak will agree with Mr. Walmsley in what he 
has said. Mr. Toovey could have had no object im attempting to} 
cain favourable sentiment. He made a plain statement of his) 
case without passion, and without elaboration, and certainly, a} 
far as ave could discover, made no endeavour. to place the respon} 
sibility upon representatives of the Min-stry of Agnicultares| 
Mis statement was of importance, as it focussed attention upon 
the fact that we in this country are not in a position at the 
present time 1o fight a serious outb:eak of roup, and Mr. Toovey 
wag endeavouring. as we understood him, to demonstrate this 4s} 
't affects the industry as a whole, and not his own particular 
case.—( Editor) . 


DISEASE AND LARGE UNITS 


Dear Sir,—Reference to the letter from H. L. §. in 
your issue of the 15th inst. I do mot think that anye 
body now Goubts that small units give better percen= 
tage results (excluding finance), but it is equally) 
certain that the large unit gives by far the better 
financial result. I am referring, of course, to Come 
mercial Egg Farms, not to Pedigree Breeders. This is 
due primarily to the saving in labour costs. : 

H. L. S. mentions a certain six per cent. retura) 
and a doubtful $2 1/3 per cent. In my opinion, @| 
well Giganise Ege Farm, run on business lines, can) 
yield higher than this last was But it must be the 
right size—say 2,500 binds, for example. 

T do not quite agree with Mr. Morrison on this 
point. I think it possible for an egg farm to beconse 
too big, and that the metumn on capital invested will 
then decrease. ; 

H. L.. 8: mentions. risks. 
oreater than in many other totally different kinds 4 
business? I do not think they He, Do not the large 
linen drapers, for example, run continually heavy ‘visi 
of their buyers laying in Jarge stocks of an article Ww hieb 


Are the risks really 
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the public may refuse to touch? © Ora manufacturer 
may, ab great expense, put an article on the market, 
amily to eee it rendered useless in ‘a year’s time by a 
far superior invention ? 

We coukl probably find many more examples of 
risks just as great as those of Eee Farming. 
| Whilst on the subject olf Ego Farming finance, I 
should like to mention a few ouaae points, I. @m 
gontinually mecting poultry-keepens who weli their eggs 
om the basis of taking the finst price offered. They 
ever seer. to think ae saying: ““These eggs are one 
a two days old (as the case may be); I want so much 
jor them,” and refusing to accept a lower figure. It is 
ny experience that people re: ‘ligls very quickly when 
they are purchasing a good article, and that they are 
willing to pmy for it. But the Eating Keg, like other 
articles i in this Commercial Age, rose be “* boosted.’ 
‘Again, J believe that many poultry-keepers spend 
‘ar more on their advertisements 43 stock, etc., than 
$s warranted by their turnover. I do not think they 
vork out how much they must sell before ever paying 
he cost of the advertisements, apart from making a 
port. 

Lastly, does it pay to sell two months old, first-class, 
wed-to-lay pullets at about six shillings? I emphati- 
‘ally think not. You, Sir, I believe, voiced the same 
ypinion some tire ‘back. 

Apart from the cost iof rearing to laying age (a most 
lebatable point, because we have not yet decided at 
what stage we start counting the cost), do the sellers 
‘stimate how much greater profit they would make 
f they kept these goud pullets on their own farms? 
A first-class high fecund pullet iis worth not less than 
‘s., in my opinion, and this is where we want a little 
nore combination, as distinct from co-operation. 

| Yours faithfully, 

|e A. COLOMB, F.Z.S. 

| 


COMMERCIAL EGG FARMING. 


| 


‘Dear Sir,—For about three years I have been working 
€ Commercial Egy Farming. I have carefully  re- 
rained from writing on the sub ject in amy way, firstly, 
@ principle; and, secondly, probably for the same 
2ason given by Mr. Lester Spurgeon im his letter in 
july 8th number of “‘ Eggs,’’ every word of which J 
‘gree with. I cannot, however, agree with one jor two 
ther remarks: in this issue by the gentleman who 
ieee the “‘Expert’’ who makes a irofit of 15s. ‘a head 
1 Commercial Egg Farming. He may be an expert, 

ab not an authority in Commercial Ege Farming. It 
(ou make from 6s. to 9s. a bird, you will be doing 

uite well—that iis to say in Commercial Egg Farming, 

ure and: simple—no pupils or sales of hatching eggs, 
ee. 

The other point 1 do not quite agree with was what 
our correspondent, Mr. Pinkney, said on disease. I 
gtee. with most of the things he says. My experience 
4s been much the same as his, but I-am gating more 
nd more convinced that humans, animalis, Snel birds 
Tevarry in their bodies the germs of alll 5 ee and 
only needs. the necessary favourable or rather 
nfavourable circumstances to produce the disease, and 
iese- unfavourable metrostances are produced fre- 

tently in late hatching. I have noticed in the early 
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hatches no signs of any disease, yet a hatch at. the be- 
ginning of May (White Leghorns) from exactly the 
same stock, the birds have appeared quite fit and well, 
but at three weeks ta six weeks (during the feather- 
ug) they willl have developed Coccidiosis. I put it down 
entirely to the germ of the latter hatch being weak, 
and this germ being weak. has produced the disease, 
which prab; rbly, as suggested by Mr. Pinkney, ts the 
prevailing adverse germ in the birds at the time, or 
which germ 1s brought from an outside ee (wil ld 
birds), and developed in the later-hatched birds hecause 
of this weakness. 

The feeding in alll hatches was the same, mostly 
your mashes; in any case it was the same for all. I 
am getting cony inced now that it is better to go short 
of pullets ‘than hatch out after the latter part of April. 
Perh laps it can be done on a smaill scale I am certain 
that it cannot be on allarge sealie. At any rate this has 
been my experience. Perhaps other commercial egg 
farmers of wide experience willl give some of their 
views on tne matter. 

Yours faithfully, 


AEROPLANES AND POULTRY FARMERS. 


Dear Sir,—I would be pleased to know, through 


the columns of your paper, if others have experi- 
enced the disastrous effect of aeroplanes flying 
low over their farms. 

Recently I had a flock of 280 KKhaki-Campbeli 
ducks in two flocks of 140 each terribly frightened 
by a machine flying low over my duck pens. My 
egg. yield of 240 a “day was completely stopped in 
three days by this cause. High-bred pedigree 
ducks are naturally nervous creatures, and it 1s 
pitiful to see these birds flying and lashing them- 
selves against the enclosures, to try and escape 
the view of aeroplanes. 

Financially it isa very serious loss, as 20 dozen 
eggs realise £2 a day, and as these ducks stopped 
laying for a month the loss was at least 470 in 
commercial eggs alone. 

With food prices so high as at present, such an 
experience must spell disaster to a small farmer 
running a flock of ducks for egg production, If 
other breeders have had such experiences | would 
be pleased to hear of same through the valuable 
medium of your paper, so that perhaps the 
National Poultry Council or the Minister of Agri- 
culture may be approached with a view to try and 
prevent machines flying at fa low altitude iover 
poultry farms. 

Awaiting to hear the experiences of others, who 
I trust have been more fortunate than myself. 

I remain, yours faithfully, 
PCAN. DEP S: 


APEX HOUSES. 


Sir,—In case I should be regarded as guilty—in 
however large or small.a measure--of encouraging the 
use of Apex houses, may I offer a word of warning 
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(1) I comsider 
contained between floor and sides need not be greater 
than 60 degrees, and may be as sharp as 50 degrees to 
secure an induced current efficiently. But I would 
consider it a grave danger to construct my sides at an 
amile of 45 degrees on account of the possibility of the 
‘banking ’’ of foul air above the birds’ heads. The 
roof is approaching too nearly to the horizontal for a 
free up-lift of foul air. 

(2) At all costs avoid admitting the aim through the 
floor itself. It is not the right position. The air ports 
should not be less tham six inches above floor level, 
and in the sides of the house. 

I note, Sir, your recent remarks as to lack of 
warmth in houses being responsible for roup and 
kindred ailments. It is encouraging to sea that more 
consideration is being given to the scientific construc- 
tion of poultry houses, as I am qomvinced that the 
haphazard lines on which they have for so long been 
constructed is a fruitful cause of disease. I have 
never had a case of roup, but I also have never had a 
draught in my ‘houses. 

Re Mr. Hemelryk’s structure, deseribed in your issue 
of 15th July, I built a duck house with a similar forrn 
af roof, but found it necessary to put wire netting 
on top of the felt as well as underneath, to keep tt 
from ‘‘panting.”’ 

IT am curious to know why he, or anybody else, 
requires four square feet per bird for a laying and 
sleeping house. Yours faithfully, 

C. WINTHROPE SOMERVILLE. 


THE LANCASHIRE UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 
INTERNATIONAL EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-25. 
Ninth Report—May 29th to dune 26th. 

The weather during the ninth period has been very hit and 
dry, which has helped to make broodiness heavy, and persisting 
moulting is also beginning to show itself. Considering all the 
conor the egg yield remains good, and the birds are in good 
health. 

Below is a ‘st of the leading pens and individual birds for 
the month in the number of eggs Jaiid. i 

Figures are Eggs for Month and_ Total to date respectively: 

Large Breeders. Section 1.—W. Crabtree, Twiston, 152, 1659; F 
Snowden, Cowling, 152, 1533: R. Marshall, Forttiom, 192, 1655. 

Large Breeders. Section 2.—J. R. Hull, Thornton-le-Fylde, 130, 
ree i Harvey, Bretherton, 140, 1493; Mrs. M. Molloy, Crumlin, 

, 1494. 

Large Breeders. Section 3.—F. R Welch, Bewdley, 128, 1556; 
“ie paenee Blackpool, i111, 1273; W. B. Bradley. Broughton, 

3, 1311. 

Large Breeders. Section 4.—J. Thompson, Shrewsbury, 212, 
1663: F. Snowden, Cowling, 174, 1506; R. Rodwell, Nelsion, 190, 1549. 

Large Breeders. Section 5.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 180, 1635; 8. 
Street-Porter, Fly, 159, 1456; G. B. Metcalfe, Lechlade, 171, 1494 

Small Breeders. Section 6.—J. W. Lodge, Holmfirth, 83, 849; 
oes E. Helm, Newchurch-in-R., 43, 723; P. H., Sephton, Rufford, 
79, 799. 

Small Breeders. Section 7.—T. Lumb, Hebden Bridge, 92, 819; 
vA E. Marsden, Lositock Hall, 94, 789; ©. C. Humber, Hoole, 

4. 735. 

Small Breeders. Section 8.—T. Rossall-Samdford, Shrewsbury, 
54. 797: Col. 8. Sandbach, Abergele, 77, 608; W. J. King, Leamington 
Spa, 74, 539. 

Small Breeders. Section 9.—F. F. Hisher, Narletion, 96, 899; G. 
re pga Hebden Bridge, 109, 897; J. McKechmie, Tarleton, 
101, 929. 

Small Breeders. Section 19.—W. A. Lamsley, Whitchurch, 95, 
Bas a Rawlinson, Wiaverton, (82, 751; J. H. Hodgkinson, St. Ives, 
79, 671. 

Small Breeders . Section 11—Guy Mart, New Longton, 58, 718; 
ee seer Oxford, 68, €90; Capt. J. I’ M. Mee, Gressenhall, 

7585. 

Single Bird. Section 12.. Heavy.—J. R. Hull, Thornton-le-Fylde 
20, 180: J Rainford, Penwortham, 17, 168; Mrs. M. Rogers, Hurst- 
pierpoint, 22. 184 

Single Bird. Section 13- Light.—S. J: Parsons, Musbury, 24, 
184: F. Snowden, Cowling, 20, 159. R. H. Fryers, Bradley,.23, 171. 

Novice Breeders. Section 14. Heavy.—Miss Walker, Hother- 
atone 762: W. Ellwood, Galgate, 78, 700; R. Hargreaves, Barton, 

’ Novice Breeders. Section 15. Light.—W. Ellwood, Galgate, 
99, 838: R. Bradley, Hutton, 93, 785; S. Marquis, Grenhalgh, 72, .746. 


The Importance of Proper 
Ventilation. 


‘ 

; 
Between the years 1884 and 1894 the useful life of} 
the London Cab Horse was imereased by one-third,} 
Can the Poultry Industry claim this rate of progress) 
in the last thirty years? I think the answer is ““No.” | 

I know that the hen cannot be compared to thej 
cab horse in any way whatever, and that possibly it ich 
not in the least required that the working life of the henj 
ghould be increased, unless it could be made to main-j 
tain its pullet rate of production for several years. 

For the, purposes of this article it is not so much the} 
actual extension of the useful working life, amd alll 
that it implies, that interests us, but at is how it way 
accomplished. 1t was accomplished ‘on. the- principle 
that our Editor has so often expounded, i-e., “‘Preven-§ 
tion is better than cure,”’ ' 

The London cab horse owner had mo time to spare 
for the curing of invaiids. The health of his horses 
was maintained for this increased period by betteil 
sanitary conditions, brought ‘about by the scientific 
application iof the laws of ventilation, even if they wer} 
rather loosely applied. 7 This does not imply that ail 
the end of that extra period their health gave way tit 


disease; but that age (although young compared ti 
horses of some other occupatiion) prevented their reten j 
tion in that employment from am economic point ol 
view. P| 

Now to get tio the subject that more directly apple 
to our industry. We have heard a great deal, especially 
recently, of very serious outbreaks of various diseases) 
These outbreaks tare becoming more numerous, and allsi] 
more virulent, as time goes on. Of course, this is ti 
be expected with the enormous inerease of poultry in} 
the country in the Jast few years. But what is mony 
serious is that the percentage of outbreaks to thi} 
number is rapidly increasing. 

About a year ago some excellent articles on ‘‘Healtl| 
by Ventilation ’’ appeared im “‘ Eggs ’”’; but, so far 
with very few exceptions, the principles of ventilatio 
which were explained in those articles have bee 
totally ignored. The poultry appliance makers as} 
whole have not made one stepforward in the las) 
twenty years. Most of them have a pet design of thi] 
own, or a slight modification of the stereotyped idea} 
which deceived a large number of purchasers, prinél| 
pally by their novelty, but few of them haveian applie} 
system of ventilation on the proper limes. 

A short time ago I wrote to the maker of my Broode) 
Houses to ask if he had any suggestions for improvin| 
their ventilation. The reply that I got, and the skete| 
attached explaining this system, amd the reasons wh} 
no improvement was required, surprised me in th| 
extreme, that a well-known appliance maker should }j 
so utterly ignorant of the principles of ventilation. Th] 
sketch ‘sent allowed for absolutely no ventilation ¢ 
all, which was borne out by. the actual results of th| 
house. : 

Although the principles have been expounded befor 
now in the Poultry Press, I fee] that it will be no wast 
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of space to do 90 again, as apparently they have not 
yet reached the appliance makers, and the poultry- 
man who makes his own houses. In the first place 
Ventilation by Induction is the only method that is 
suitable for poultry houses. It is automatic, costs 
nothing, and only depends upon following a few simple 
Tules. Out of doors nature takes her own steps for 
Maintaining in their due proportion the proper con. 
stituents of the air by circulation. But in a closed 
-hen-house there are no means by which she can carry 
‘on her restorative processes. Henee the need for ven- 
tilation applied in some form ar other. It is quite 
obvious that if we wish to maintain the health of our 
‘stock, it iis absolutely necessary to maintain and 
restore the proper constituents of the air. 

We here rely upon the fortunate fact that the peculiar 
properties, or state, of the gases which constitute pure 
and foul air, afford great facilities for automatic ven- 
tilation. Gases, when heated, expand very rapidly, 
and, fo a great degree, as they expand, they become 
lighter. Carbonic acid gas, when at an equal tempera- 
ture, is heavier than air, but when heated, on being 
idischarged from the lungs of ‘a fowl, its tendency is 
ito rise. Also the temperature is raised by the bodies 
of the fowls. The lightness of the foul air solves the 
problem of its replacement by fresh air. If there is 
no opening, what becomes of it? The foul air rises 
because it as lighter than the surrounding air, but as it 
cannot escape it has to remain 
‘gradually cools and descends, becomes mingled with 
the remainder of the air, and is again breathed by 
the birds. 

Although we cannot see this action, it can easily 
be demonstrated by coloured gases. In houses where 
the only apertures are‘high up, and after the continual 
ascent and escape of heated foul air, a tendency to a 
vacuum is created in the lower part of the house. It 

1s now necessary to remember that the pressure of the 
atmosphere is approximately equal to 14llbs. per square 
‘inch When the tendency toa vacuum has been 
‘created whe pressure of the air outside overcomes the 
“Upward current of heated aiir; and cold fresh air will 
‘rush in at intervails to supply the vacancy. It is this 
/eontinuous rotation of events that causes all the harm. 
/No animal can stand these unpleasant cold draughts 
‘suddenly coming down on them. This. always hiap- 
/pens where the inlets and outlets are above the level 
of the birds or chickens. 

To prevent these sudden changes it is absolutely 
necessary to admit air by another series of apertures 

lower than the birds which are absorbing the air 
‘These apertures should, of course, be protected by 
baffles, or some other method, to prevent a direct blow 
through into the houses during a wind. 

In houses with ridge ventilation the windows above 
the level of the perches should never be opened. 

‘Everybody knows how cbjectionable a cold draught in 
| @ room is; so the very greatest eare shiould be taken 
to ascertain that a sufficient intake of fresh iair is pro- 
vided in the lower part of the house, without even the 
vestige of ta floor draught 

As has often been pointed out in ‘‘Eggs,’’ animals 
and fowls do net as a rule suffer from reasonably low 
temperatures, but they cannot stand anything in the 
Nature of a draught or stagnamt atmosphere. ~ 


im, the house. Tt 


I think that from alll this it is plain that the ‘‘lean- 
to ’’ type of house hias nothing to recommend it. It 


has been successful to a certain degree in some 
specially favoured districts. Im the majority of 


exposed positions they ame the source of most of the 
troubles of disease and bad results. With properly 
ventilated houses not only willl alll results be far better, 
but there can also be a great saving in space. I do not 
belisve that the four square feet floor space for each 
bird, when run on the semi-intensive system, is a 
necessity. which is the figure generally given in text 
hooks. 

In constructing poultry houses it is not only meces- 
sary to embody the principles iof ventilation, but also 
to make provision for their application. ‘To illustrate 
this, let us take the “ Apex ’’ house, which is now 
making its reappearance ion the market. It iis the type 
of house which will most easily conform to the require- 
ments at the least cost. If the breadth of the floor is 
too great in proportion to the height of the apex, the 
sides will not slope at ia sufficient angle to allow ofan 
adequate movement of atmosphere tio supply thie needs 
of the occupants. 

I expect that these views willl be opposed from many 
quarters. The appliance maker will not want to 
change his pet model which he has exhibited at the 
snows for years. Neither will_the house owner like to 
realise that his existing houses conform to no principles 
whatever. But perhaps these serious outbreaks aif 
disease will force us to realise what the London cab 
horse owner did forty years ago. 


THE UTILITY DUCK CLUB AND THE NATIONAL 
POULTRY SOCIETY. 


UTILITY 


NATIONAL DUCK EGG4LAYING: TEST, 


Suffolk. 
Report for Ninth Period—J3th June to 10th July, 1925. 


DUCKS —Practically all the ducks are now in full moult, and 
egg production is, therefore, at its lowest figure, The exceedingly 
hot and dry weather experienced here for so long is very trying 
to the ducks, who always get through the moult more quickly 
in damp or wet weather. 

Mr. A. N, Dickson’s Three K.C.’s now hold highest average 
per bird in Test. Mr. H. 8. Godsmark’s Three White Runners 
are second, and Miss Cavanagh’s Five F. and W R.’s hold first 
place in Championship Section. 

Mr. A. N. Dickson leads the Khaki-Campbells, but Capt. H. 
St. G Maxwell’s pen now ‘holds second place. Mention should be 
made of Miss Marjorie Fowler’s pen, her Two K.C.’s having a 
record of 329 eggs The third duck died at beginning of Test). 

Mrs. G. Streatfield and Mr. Ben Clark tie for first place in 
Fawn and White Runner Section. 

In Buff Orpington Section Mrs. Wyndham Malet’s pen leads. 

Mr. F. Gardner’s Abacot Ramgers continue to hold first place 

in A.O.B. ection, but Moms. Girramdjean’s new French breed, 
Granzam’s Bleus, now hold second-place They are a dual pur- 
pose breed. 
. I regret very much to have to report a most serious accident 
fo Capt. Maxiell’s duck K.C. No. 123, which was sitting amongst 
the long grass, and whose leg was completely severed by a grass- 
cutting machine. 

The tragedy is the greater because two of Capt. Maxwell’s 
birds are still in lay, and, as mentioned above, he now holds 
second position out cf 31 pens. No. 123 has so far made a good 
recovery, and can get about fairly well again in the circum- 
stances. . H. BARR 

EGG PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. 
Figures are Eggs and Points to date respectively. 

Section 1. Championship (Five Ducks)—Miss E. Cavanagh (F. 
and W.R.). 837. 837; R’' A..and A. M. Johnson (W.R.), 734, 734; C. 
Powell (F. and W.K.), 738, 729; Chivers amd Son (K.C.), 745, 729. 

Section 2.° Khaki-Campbhells (Three Ducks)—A. N. Dickson, 
532, 532: Capt Maxwell, 482, 482; Oscar ©. Brown, 477, 473. 

Section ¢. Indian Runners (Three Ducks). (a) Fawn and 
White Runners: Mrs. G. Streatfield, 447, 447; Ben Clark, 448, 447; 


1924-25, held at Bentley, 


A. H. Fox-Brockbank, 438, 437. (b) White Runners: H. 8. Gods- 
irae 517; E and T. Bullmore, 446, 446; W, R. Partridge. 
428, : 

Section 4. Buff Orpingtons (Three Ducks)—Mrs. Wyndham 


Malet, 411, 411; Miss B. Raye, 399, 394; Lucas and Power, 392, 389 
Section 5. Any other Breed (Three Ducks).—F. Gardner, 444, 
444; Mons. Grandjean; 426, 426.; Dir. T) Henneppe, 387, 386. 


Market Report. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, 24th JULY, 1925. 

GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS. —British wheat is in small 
supply and realises higher prices at. Bristol amd Hull, the averaze 
rate for the markets reported being 12s. 5d per ewt., as com- 
nara with 125 id. last week. impor ‘ted wheat is in moderate 
request and is again dearer, Argentine averaging 13s. 10d. per 
ewt.. an inerease of Sd- per cwt. on the week. English feeding 
barley is unchanged, except at Bristol, where, owing to short 
supplies, prices have advanced from 10s. 3d. to 10s. 6d. per cwt. 
Imported feeding barley is in fair request anid slightly. dearer. 
Limited offerings of home-grown cats maintain recent prices and 
imported deseriptions also make late rates, while at Uondon, 
with a fair trade pasting, quotations are slightly firmer Maize 
is in rather small supply, and ee trade fis only moderate. 
is again dearer, Airrgentine averaging 10s. 5d per cwt., as against 
10s. id. a week ago 

Offals are in better request, and bran records imicreases of 5s. 
to 10s. per ton, while at London coarse middhings have advanced 
from £7 17s. 6d. to £8 7. 6d. per ton. Meals meet with rather 
more enquiry and in several cases maize preducts realise more 
monev. 

MILGERS’. OFFALS. Bran (British): Bristol, £7 17s.; Hull, £6 
17s.; Liverpool, £7; London, £7 2s. Broad Bram: Bristol, £9 10s. ; 
Hull, £7 17s.; London, £8 15s. Middlings—Fine (Imported). London, 
£9 12s. Goarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £8 1@s.; Liverpool, £8 
Es.- London, £8 7s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 17s.; Hull, 
£7 5s ; Liverpool, £7 5s.; London, £7 1(s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 
17s.; Liverpool. £7 7s.. MEAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £12; Hull, 
£14 10s. London, £12 2s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £12 2s; Hull, £10 
18s.; Liverpool, £11 7s.: London, £11 10s. Maize Meal (South 
Afrieam): Bristol, £10 15s.; Hull, £9 10s.; Liverpool, £9 10s ; Lon- 
dion, £9 17s Maize Germ Meal: Bristol, £10 15s.; Hull, £16; Lon- 
Aon, £9 10s Maize Gluten Feed: Brititol, £14 5s ; London, £10. 
Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £9 15s.; Hull, £9 10s.; Liverpool, £9 
10s.; London, 29 15s. Bean Meal: Bristiol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 13s.; 
London. £13. Fish Meal: Bristol, £20 10s.;°Hull, £19; Liverpool, 
£19 10s.: London, £19 ius. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 

British eggs are in quietly steady demand at fully recent 
prices, while imported descriptions generally attract little atten- 
tion at lower rates. A very slow trade for dead poultry is re- 
ported. 

Weck-end prices—Hggs (per i120): British, 1%s., 14s.; Irish, 16s., 
143. 6d.; Danish, 16s. 3d.. 15s 6d.: Dutch, 16s. 6d., 15s. 6d.; French, 
14s. 6d.. 14s.; Belgian, 15s 3d., 14s. 3d.; Itialiiam, 14s. 6d., 13s 9d.; 
ae 13s. 64, 12s 6d.; Russian, 12s. 6d., iis. 6d.; Chinese, 
a8 3. 1 

Dead Ponitry (per Ib).: Fowls—Surrey, is 8d., ds. 4d.; Irish, 
is .4d.. 1s. 2d.; Others, 1s. 7d., 1s: 2d.; Ducks, 1s. 2d., 1 

EGGS. 

Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s; Second, tis 8d. Birmingham, First, is 
72d; Second, 1s 7id. Bridgwater: First, 1s 9d; Second, is 7d. 
Chelmsford: First, 2s; Second, 1s 94d Colchester: First. is 102d: 
Second, 1s 724. Doncaster: First, 1s 10d; Second, is 9d. Dorches- 
ter: First, 1s #4d; Second, 1s 7d. Exeter: First, 1s 10d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 7d. King’s Lynn: First, 1s 8d; Second, is 6d. Lilan- 
dilo First, 1s 6d; Second, is-5d. Mold: First, ts 8d; Second, 
1s 7d. Montzomery: First. is 6d Newport (Mon.): First, is 9d; 
Second, 1s 3d. Norwich: Fimst, 1s 8d; Second, is 6d. Oswestry: 
First, 1s 10d. Penzance: First, 1s 7d; Second, is 6d. Saffron 
Walden: First, 1s 114d; Second. 1s 72d St. Ives (Hunts): . First, 
1s S44 ; Second, 1s 4d. Salisbury: First, 1s 8d; Second, 1s 7d; Skip- 
ton - First, is 7d. Truro: First, ts 5d; Second, 1s 4d. Welshpool: 
First. 1s 104; Seoond, is 7d. *Carlisle: First, 2s 1d. *Derby: Virst, 
1s 9d. *Ipswich: First, 2s: Second, 1s 6d. *Lincolm: First isi 10d. 
*Shrewsbury: First, is 9d; Second, is 8d. *York:~ First, 2s; 
Second, is 11i. 

FOWLS. 


Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, 1s 6d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, t5s: Second, f4s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 4d. Hereford: Kirst; 1s 
6d Liandilo: First, 2s: Second, 1s 10d. Newport (Mon.): First, 
tg 9d: Second, 1s 4d. Truro: First, ts 45d. *Derby: First, 5s; 
Second, t4s. “Ipswich: First, 1s 9d. Sieconid, is 6d. *Lineolt. 
First. 15s 6d; Second, +t3s 6d: *Shrewsbury : First, ts 6d; Second, 
is 4d *York: First, t5s; Second, +4s. 


DUCKS. 

Per 1b—Birmingham: First 1s 6d; Second, is 4d. Domeaster: 
First 45s: Second. t4s 6d. Exeter: First, is 3d. Hereford: First, 
{s 4d. Llandilo: First, 28; Second, 1s 10d. *Derby: First t5s; 
Second, i4s. °*Ipswich: First, 1s 6d. 

* At these markets the prices quoted iare for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers | Per head. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Harris, Frank, 15, Col Lane, Hay Green, Selly Ooak,. Birmingham. 

Worrall, Mrs. A. de, Victoria Coll ze, Jersey. : 

Butler, Mr H., 'Che Grange, Flaxton, York. 

Parratt, 0., Bowmdstone Road, near Karnham, Surrey. 

Schlizzi, Miss M., Guilsborough Court, Northampton. 

Jerram, M. R..K., Heather Lodge, Ferndown, Wimborne. 

Purser, F H., Chureh Villa, Welland. Malvern. 

Hodgins, R. C., Makerewa,, Thurana, Mauniceville, New Zealand. 

The Manager, St. Christopher Fruit amd Poultry Farm, 
Broadway, Letchworth, Herts. 

Le Quesne, R. J., Point Plaisant, St. Peter’s, Jersey. 
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eR SR the TO AS 


Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased toe consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. ¥ 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence of | 
“ Eggs” to their poultry-keeping friends. 


Supscrieaend to “ EGGS,” 12s, 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for six 
months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM 
Beeches, “Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The Beeches, 
Rudgwick, Sussex. 


NEWMAN, The 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should he 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘“* Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 8. 


Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first pages 
of classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing te the ever-increasing circulation of “Eggs,” it is 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are received” 
by FIRST POST ON PRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday’s issue. It is hardly necessary to add that 
the earlier in the week we receive copy the better it is for every: 
ene concerned. = 


PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com— 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK'S ISSUE. 


LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETIES, , 


A Couneil Meeting will be held jin the Mastier Builders’ Room, 
Preston, on Saturday, August 8th, 1925.. Chair to be taken at) 
3pm. Agenda:—(1) Minmtes of last Council Meeting. (2) Letters? 
and Correspon lence. (3) National Poultry. Parliament Meeting, 
~eld*at Harrogate: Delegates’ Report. (4) Accounts. (5) Sub-Com- 
mittee’s Reports: (a) Educational and Propaganda;-(b) Finamce;) 
(c) Layine Test; (d) Show. (6) Amy other business. (7) Draw. ¥ 

The following Smb-Committees are requested to meet at the 
siame “place at 2 p.m. :— 

Educational and Propaganda.—Messrs. W. ie eS T. Edmund | 
son, J. Whalley, Rev. A. J. King, D. Braithwaite, C. Longbottom, 
W. A. Hall. = 

Laying Test.—Messrs. W. Hamnett. H. Hayes, G. HE. Leigh, Wa 
Martindale, G. B. Tootell, C. Birtwell. = 

Fisance.—Messrs. J. P. Willacy, F. Thompson, A. D. Waltons 
J. Hall, W. Kay, A ~Grime. : pre 

Secretaries would greatly oblige by remitting affiliation fees >) 
for 1925 as early as possible, also ail counterfoils for draw must) 
be returned by August 4th, 1925. 

COLLIER, Organising Secretary- 


egistered at the G.P.O. as 


ol, XII. No. 6. Copyright. 


ScIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS Assn 


(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLRBH: MEECH)! 


a Newspaper. 


THE 


Wednesday, August 5th, 1925, 


Edited by TOM NEWMAN. 


Price TWOPENCE. 


Ase: 
> PASNANS 


- THE 


ae 
we 


NOtS 


Twelve Months Post Free 12/8 


Six Months ” ” 
Three Months i ” 


MORE LIGHT IN THE LAYING HOUSE MEANS. MORE. EGGS IN THE BASKET. 


The Best Lighted, Most Convenient, and Most Up-to-date Laying House obtainable to-day is 


HEBDITCHS’ 


HE great success of our Intensive Houses lies in the fact that they are scientifically constructed. 


“AVALON.” 


It will be noticed by referring to the 


illustration, that there are two rows of Windows instead of the adjustable shutters above, and the windows below, as in our ‘Martock’ 


: House. 


vurchaser. 


ua cannot possibly 
t the best which 
ur layers can do 
you keep them in 
half - lighted 
use. The thing 
a like is sun- 
If you can- 

t ive them. this 
em have the 
xt best thing— 
i, Dienty of light. 
u will then—even 
the winter 
mths — have the 


‘aisfaction of 
owing that, 
whough the ill- 


red for pullets of 
ens may not be 
ving, yours are 


sing the ege- 
: basket 
SPECIFICATION. 


elected best quality § in. 
mgued, grooved and -V- 
vimted Red Deal boards. 
fee framework, either 
2x 1 or 2x-2 or 2 x 3 
scording to the size of 
ie ‘house. 

floor laid on 2 x 2 pickled 
ists. Movabie dropping 
yard along the back of 
Ouse with,2 strong mov- 
dle perches. Roof sloped 
to back and 
yvered with best quality 
elt, which is fastened 
own with strong battens. 
fongly-made. door, bat- 
med amd cross trussed 
nd provided with strong 
Ls and key. Hen-door in 
py. desired position. 


‘om front 


HARRY HEBDITCH, Ltd. (°°), 


This House is therefore specially well lighted. 
iz., dropping board. two substantial perches, also nest boxes. 
By referring to the specification below, full particulars may he obtained of its construction, 


4 ¢ se at 7 - : 
= 3 6 ‘ta Price. ees fg 
S 8 Fe me Od ate 
No. Ft. Ft. Ft Ft. £s.d. £8.d No. Ft. Ft. 
iD 6 10% ie 6 148 6 217 6 12 120 16 
2 10 10. 74 6 19 14 6 45 6 13 20 10 
3°. 10 16 8 5h 26 3 0 To. 6 14 30 10 
4 20 16 8 5h 0 42:15 OOF 14 4 6 15° 40 10 
§ 30 16 8 64-2627 270" 20-- 7-50 16 ©650 10 
6. 40 16 8 64 5 69) 25.0: 269-00 17. 60 10 
7 60 16 8 §4° 102-7. 6. 32:12..0 18 70 10 
8 60 16 8 5 12114 6 3814 0 19 «80 10 
9 70 16 8 6 14015 0 4416 6 20 100 10 
10 80 16 8 5h 4160 2 6 5019 0 | ti 120 10 
11 100 16 8° 54 200 2 0 63 3 6 
Carriage Paid in England and Wales. For pickling with 
is 1/- in the £ extra. Send for 


The Poultry 
Appliance Works, 


w+ + jd 

ae st - Floors 
“be © ws Price extra 
Pri 

Ft. Ft. £8.d. £46. 4. 
8 54 237 0 0 75 8 6 
7h 6 31 0 06 810 0 
74 6 45-5 0 °.12.17 6 
7h 6 59 17° 6 17 4 6 
74 6 Jo 10:02 21 0.0 
7% 6 $810 6 2417 6 
7% 6 106 6 0 2815 0 
74 6 121 7 & 3212 0 
73 6 14717 6 3814 0 
74 6. 17410°0 44 16° 6 


Preserolium, the’ price 


Free Catalogue. 


Incorporated in it are all the essentials of a good and useful Intensive House, 
These we put either outside or under the dropping board, as desired by the 


A Progressive 
House, built by a 
Progressive Firm 

for Progressive 
Poultry - Keepers. 


Send for the Free 
Catalogue of 
Poultry - Houses 
and 


Poultry Appliances, 


SPECIFICATION. 


Continued, 
It is provided with 
Our Special Prize Medal 
Nest Boxes, which have 
drop bottoms, and are 
weatherproof They can 
be placed ontside (as 


shown in the illustration) 
or inside under the drop- 
ping board. 

Stout hinges, casement 
stays for windows, and all 
necessary bolts, nuts and 
sepanners for erection. The 
whole house is sent in 
sections , ail carefully 
marked. for identificatiom 
for easy erection. 


Martock, Somerset. 
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PRIEST «2 SHAW 


Com You Must introduce the | 


06 of 5 ; FE ; 
“‘Heydown’” Strains on to your Farm) 
The day has passed when breeding stock was chosen on | 
the strength of high records alone. High fecundity with. 
out stamina can only make for retrogression. 2 


| 
Nowadays, the discerning buyer demands a _ satis: : 


Wyandottes Leghorns 


factory answer to ‘the following vital questions before 
making his choice:— | 
1. Are the parent birds blood-tested and proved non: | 


carriers of disease? 4 
2. Are they from progeny-tested and individually- | 
recorded stock? 
‘3. Is the price one which allows of a reasonable profit? | 
| 
j 


LAYING PULEETS 
Ready For Delivery 


From Now Onwards. 


It is because the “ Heydown ” strains Comply with all 
these demands that they are to be found on many 
hundreds of active money-making establishments through-~ 
out the British Isles. Z 


John H Dowden & Son were the pioneer large breeders | 
to blood-test the whole of their breeding stock, They” 
trap-nest 2,000 pullets and hens throughout the year. It | 
is this combination of fecundity with stamina which helps — 
to make the ‘“ Heydown ” -strains Pre-eminent. 


We now offer 1924 hens, three months old pullets. and 4 
individually recorded cockerels im our five varieties:— 
V.n., WLW., R.LR., B.L. & U.S. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
Heydown - Heathfield - Sussex. 


Book Early to Avoid Disappointment. 


WRITE FOR OUR- 1925 PRICE LIST. 


SANDOWN, - - 10.W. 


TTTEUTULTELTPEELELT ATUL UUUELUELUETUPUUUELELP EUROPEU UEC COR 


UML LULL LLLP PULTE UML LU MLL UL ee CLP 


SUUTTATVADTADAETATUEDTELU UTE E HTT ET ATER SEDATE 


inspected then 
to be the © 


a 
very finest 3 


“Eclipse” 
Poultry 
Houses. 


houses 


3 


ever made, 7] 


Repeat Order 
are constant. 


Two No. 4 (12 ft. x 8 ft.) Two-compartment Breeding Pens. 
Supplied to Capt. Gilbert Wilton, Bronzwing Poultry Farm, Aitleborough. 
Extract from absolutely Unsolicited Testimonial :— Bunchrew House, Bumchrew, I[nvernesshire, July Sih, 1925. 2 
Dear Sir, I-have received the ‘‘ ECLIPSE’ House, and am delighted with it. It ds the best designed house I have yet | 
seen, and I only wish I had known of it Jast year. Those who have seen it are equaily pleased, not only with the design, 
but with the material used: and the workmanship. I shall certainly recommend it to all: my friends, and should I require 
another house I shall have an *‘ ECLIPSE,” Yours faithfully, BEATRICE A, FRASER-MACKENZIE. 
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Editorial. 


THE MARKETING CONFERENCE. 


| Disease and Marketing were the chief toptics of 
mterest at the National Poultry Parhament at Harro- 
yate. The S.P.B.A. resolution with regard to the 
former wus unanimously accepted, and it is to be 
ioped that the Committee will be appointed, and will 
andertake its work in accordance with the spirit of the 
resolution. If that is dome, great assistance will be 
rendered to the industry 

| We are not concerned wholly with the immediate 
present, but should think of the years to come, and 
‘ecognise that the fight with disease is likely to be a 
prolonged one, and that the problem is more likely 
jo be solved in the field than in the laboratory. We 
jay frankly that the general attitude of poultry- 
ceepers in pinning thei faith on the laboratories in 
ighting disease ig, in our opinion, an utterly mistaken 
ome. 

The resolution ‘by Mr. Leslie Williams, that a Con- 
lerence on Marketing should be held at an early date in 
vondon, has met with general approval. 

The concluding words of the resolution, as accepted 
vy the National Poultry Council at Harrogate, are as 
ollows :— 
| “ Also to consider the desiralbility of urging the Government 
0 pass legislation with a view to registering dealers and con- 
rollin, the marketing of eggs, on similar lines to those adopted 
no Ireland and Denmark.’ 
| In our view the whole conference will be so much 
Waste of time unless it is definitely decided that the 
rovernment shall be urged to pass legislation which 
hall inflict heavy penalities on those who deliberately, 
1 through carelessness, or indifférence, foist stale or 
vad eggs upon the public. They are injuring not only 
he consumer, but the honest producer, are datnning 
hhe British Ege and advertising the foreign. Unless 
teps are at once taken to make this an offenee, the 
Yonference willl not be of the slightest value. 


| Let us take the first part of the resolution :— 

“With a view to ascertaining means by which the credit and 
‘alue of British eggs may be enhanced, and thus meet the 
ompetition of well-marketed imported eggs.’’ 

| It is well to remember, in the first place, that this 
Jonference has been called by the poultry farmer, 
rather the representatives of poultry farmers —that is 
0 say, the specialist producer. . 

It would be absurd to argue that all specialist pro- 
Meers are necessarily specialists in marketing. In 


fact, we know that they are not, and the letter which 
we published in last week’s issue under §.P.B.A. 
notes is sufficient evidence that there are some very 
short-sighted people among them who wil! even ‘stoop 
to fraud, and deal a blow at their own industry by 
sending stale and incubated eggs to distributors. 

It may be affirmed that this is am isolated and an 
extreme case, and should not be used ta support our 
arguments. It is an extreme case, undoubtedly, but 
the history of the Co-operative Societies does suppiy 
evidence which shows there are unscrupulous 
individualis who wll send stale and often mceubated 
egos, and we feel we must add—in some cases buy 
foreign eggs and send to the distributors, who natur- 
ally are loud in their comtenticn that the British 
new-laid egg is unreliable. 

Undoubtedly they exaggerate the case, but the fact 
remains that we have these unscrupulous individuals 
amongst us, and they cause immense injury to the 
reputation of the English egg. 

As has been repeatedly pointed out in these 
eoalumns, we are in a very different position to the 
foreigner, in that we are not an exporting country. 
Every egg produced on our farms must be placed 
upon the English market. Further, we have 
specialised in breeding for high fecundity, to an extent 
which ts altogether unknown amongst our Continental 
rivals, amd as far as the Commercial Ege Farmer is 
concerned, the cost of production per dozen is much 
ereater than with them. We need not minice tne fact 
that breeding for high fecundity has resulted in a 
deterioration in the sizeof egg, and that it is up to the 
breeder to take steps to improve matters. 

We do not agree with ‘Mr. Keevil, who, in his 
address at Harrogate, stated that the Wyandotte and 
the White Leghorn were nit suitable breeds to com- 
pete with the foreigner; but it is acknowledged that 
breeding for heavy production has materiallly aftected 
the size of aggs laid by the White Leghorn, anid that 
in some strains the birds will not produce what 
should be generailly recognised as the market standard 
in this country—that is to say, a two-rounce egg. 

With the Wyandotte we have a very difficult prob- 
lem, as the small egg there is largely due to an inheri- 
ted factor. With the White Leghorn the problem is 
totally different. The deterioration in the size of the 
Leghorn ege has been almost wholly due to breeding 
for heavy production. to the neglect of otiier 
characters of equal importance. In both cases it is 
a matter for the breeder. Feeding will not generally 
affect the size of egg to a great extent, except when 
the young stock have been systematically underfed, 
amd as a consequence their bodily development has 
been far below the normal. 
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It the pedigree breeder is to check this tendency to 
the laving of small eggs by the White Leghorn, he can 
only do so by discarding as breeders those birds which 
we class as precocious. 

Again we affirm that if the Managers of the Lay- 
inc Competitions were to insist wpon a minimum 
hedily weight of birds entered by competitors, there 
would be a great improvement in respect to size of 
mig e. 

“As stated at Harrogate, we are now within measut- 
able distance of the passing of the Bill for the Market- 
ing of Imported Eggs, anid unless active steps are 
taken at onee by the leaders of the industry, we shall 
find thiat so far from its being advantageous, it may 
be likely to have a boomerimeg effect, and prove but 
an excellent advertisement for the highest class of 
imported eggs. It is unreasonable to expect that 
Engilish eggs as marketed mow can compete on terms 
with the best Danish, Dutch, Belgian, and French. 

It will be essential for the specialist producer to 
grade his eges if he is to successfully fight foreign 
importers Moreover, there must be more combined 
effort on the part of the English producer if he expects 
to do so successfully, put it will be absolutely useless 
for him to atterupt to improve marketing conditions 
unless he succeeds in obtaining Jegislation which will 
make it a punishable offence to place stale or bad egies 
on the markt, for inevitably the comsumer will con:- 
pare the Home preduci with the Foreign, and unless 
it is made an offence to sell bad eggs, then there 1s 
sood reason to fear that eventually he will prefer the 
Foreien to the British. 

Unfortunately, the specialist producer supplies a 
very small percentage of the eggs produced in this 
country, and is necessarily to a great extent at the 
mercy of the great. mass of producers as represented 
by the cottager, farraer and those who keep fowls 
either as a hobby or side line, while there is always 
the ‘‘ higgler ’’ with whom we have to contend. 

But we have been dealing with this entirely frot 
the producer's side, and it would be well for those 
who represent him zt the Conference to remember 
that there are faults of. distribution. and that eggs 
are often held in large quantities for the sake of a 
better market. To cite one case: Fifty dozen eggs 
(new laid) were sent to a certain Co-Operative Society. 
Three weeks later the producer visited this ‘Society's 
stores, and much to his surprise, found the eggs still 
there in his own cases. On asking for an explanation 
be was informed that they had not a sufficient quantity 
of eggs to send to the cemtre, and so these were held 
up 

The whole question of marketing is a very complica- 
ted one. The National Poultry Council have taken 
the idea of a Conference very seriously, and it is to be 
hoped that the Council will have the support of the 
whole industry im their efforts to organise the market- 
ing conditions in this country, that they will approach 
the subject boldly and with determination that our 
organisation shall not fall bellow that of other coun- 
tries. It is absurd to talk of “scorning the foreign 
yolk ’’ when in very few of the hotels amd restaurants 
in this country it is not presented to us for breakfast, 
or is not used in a variety of ways to the detriment 
of the home product. 
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The Problems of Poultry 


Husbandry in America. 


By Professor WILLARD C. THOMPSON, 
Director, National Poultry Institute. 


The following is a summary of the ;aper read by 
Professor Willard Thompson, Director to the National 
Poultry Institute, at the Public Meeting in connection 
with the National Poultry Parliament at Harrogate :—| 

Professor Thompson states : — 

‘To properly grasp the poultry situation, an 
America one must finst of alll remember the trernendous| 
size of the country, and the very wide distribution @f 
poultry raising activities, and, further, the fact that} 
America is not an egg or poultry-importing country. 

One of the first problems of the Poultry Industry im 
America will be to overcome long distances and far} 
spaces, and to create facilities and conditions whieh) 
will enable poultry-keepers in the various sections ii 
the country to profitably produce eggs and poultry, 
There are many sections of the country 
where climatic and other environmental con 
ditions tend to make ‘poultry farming a sound and 
economical enterprise, but which are not happily 
located near the greater centres of population. — The} 
Petaluma Valley is an example; it is a long way 
from a thickly-populated area. |The industry has beer 
so developed there, however, that it is ome of the most 
heavily populated poultry districts im the world. e | 

The development of such tremendous production “al 
once created a problem. | 

One may find upon examination of the Ege Markel 
Reports from New York City that many thousands 
of cases of eges from these far-away places are beim) 
handled in the East, thousandis of miles from the scene) 
of production. This has been one attempt to solve? 


difficult problem, but has had an effect, of course} 


upon eastern-produced eggs. The result is that there 
still exists the questiom as to whether or not the fina 
solution has been reached. Many think it has not) 
and there appears to be-rather a firmly-establishet 
feeling that the matter of overcoming long distance} 
will be one of organisation amd co-operation amon 
the actual poultry producers themselves; a banding 
together to pool cfforts, ideas and energies towan 
finding the nearest, most practicable market, and the 
mosi efficient method of placing the collective produc 
in the hands of the ultimate consumer at a reasonabli 
price. : | 

Ts it not true that there are many centres of poultt) 
production in this country? I: recently visited 4 
county in which it would seem that climatic and othe 
conditions ought to make poultry and egg productiél 
a very easy and economical line of work, but poultry 
men there told me they had no paying market. The} 
expressed a desire to try co-operative: effort. = 

The census figures in America indicate that thi 
vast majority. of eggs and poultry produced in tha 


| 


country are produced by the so-called ‘‘farm flocks™= 
poultry kept as a side Jine. The average productiol 
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wi the farm hen is not much more than 55 eggs per 
year. ‘The problem, therefore, exists of building up 
ihe farn: poultry flock toa status which will be 
sconomically sound. I venture to suggest that in 
*ngland we must recognise the tremendous economic 
fignificance of the farm poultry flock, and try to 
make it universally recognised as a profitable part of 
ihe farm. 

_ Another problem of Poultry Husbandry in America 
vould seem to be to be concerned with the building 
up of efficient breeds, varieties or strains of fowls with 
which to ‘stock the commercial as well as farm poultry 
dants. We, speaking universally, need an increased 
sapacity for ege production to be established generally ; 
ve need ‘to increyse the average number of eggs per 
year per towl, and still maintain our birds im health 
ind strength. Some day we shall reach a point 
yeyond which we cannot safely and wisely go. I ean- 
1ot but believe that the basis of the solution must be 
(he actual known record of the individuai. We must 
a0t depend upon parents alone, helpful as culling and 
yelection are im their proper place. 

| Very closely associated with this last-mentioned 
problem is to be found the problem of developing and 
\stabtishine types of fowls which will have sale valuc 
yatheiently high to warrant quantity and continued 
production. Sale value is made up of a combination 
# known pedigree, ability to perform efficiently, and 
{uality of appearance, based upon nearness to accepted 
standards. 

) I greatly covet a well-bred fowl as the basis of our 
2oultry Industry. 

Poultry and egg consumers, or buyers, are becom- 
ng more and more critical as the Industry advances. 
- feel that another American problem which is press- 
ag for attention to-day, then, is establishing more 
iniversally a careful attention on the part of poultry 
armers to breeding and feeding for an increased size 
@ egg, the production of a better and more uniform 
fuality of egg, and the packing of eges for market in 
nore efficient containers. A solution to this problera 
vill have a great beneficial effect upon poultry pro- 
‘uetion everywhere. 

The marked attention given to the weight of eges 
‘the English Laying Trials is worthy of the plaudits 
@ the whole poultry world. The rigid standard 
‘ould be maintained. The publie mind must never 
orget the importance of breeding for the larger egg. 
Jur markets generally must some day come to pur- 
“hase on a quality and grade basis. 

_ But, aside from the actual’ problems of production, 
5 would appear to me that Poultry Husbandry in 
imerica is facing other, and, perhaps, greater prob- 
ems. I must place as the first of these, the problem 
Pereating a unified and effective force by which the 
soultry industry of the country m ay make itself heard 
hen mecessity arises either for its promotion, its 
Wotection, or its development. Mamy local and state 
Mganisations have been created, and have and are 
‘erforming extremely useful functions, but the poultry 
ddustry im America has reached such gigantic propor- 
ons in these days that a great national voice must 
e produced. 
It is scarcely possible to review problems which 
onfront Poultry Husbandry in America, without men- 
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tioning that serious, and apparently ever-present 
probiem of the maintenance of health and prevention 
of disease. During this recent winter the whole 
country has been more or less affected by the peculiar 
und almost unexplained outbreak of a highly infectious 
fowl disease which they have called *‘ European Fon] 
Plague.’’ 


(From what Sir Stuart Stockman had to say with 
reterence to the outbreak of European Fow! Plague in 
the States, we think Professor Thompson will agree 
that it has now been explained.—Editor. ) 
reat losses 


In some of the poultry-raising areas g e 
have been caused through the foothold gained by 
intestinal parasites, such as round worm, and the 
tape-worm, by roup, chicken pox. and the canker 


group of troubles, by Avian Tubereulosis, and other 


contigisus diseases. Some of the trouble no doubt ig 
due largely to tco great intensification of methods 
without due regard for preservation of health, while 
in other cases the outbreaks may be due to too ercat 
haste to force the eoveted high average egg production 
per fowl per year. I feel that the disease and health 
problems of American ‘poultrymen are not to be 
viewed as irapossible of solution, but rather as warn. 
ings of the necessity of certain changes in manage- 
ment, correction of over-ambitious programmes of 
development, and the urgent need of high - Class 
research by scientific men and women interested in 
the industry. 


A second great problem, and to me one of the most in- 
teresting and importamt of American poultry problems, 
is that which must deal with the adjustment of the 
whole American scheme of poultry raising as a national 
industry to certain pronounced amd important advances 
made in related or allied industries in these latter 
days. I refer particularly to the Baby chick industry, 
and its first cousin the artificial incubator mamufac- 
ture. ‘The American baby chick industry has jumped 
forward in very recent years until one may find in 
every part of that country centres of baby chick pro- 
duction, hatcheries from which millions of baby 
chicks are being poured ont into the industry every 
spring. 


I sort of feel that the American poultry industry is 
in the midst of a time in which the highest sort of 
specialisation is takimg place, and poultrymen are 
finding it advantageous to proceed along only one, or 
at the most, a few lines of poultry production. instead 
of practising general poultry production as has heen 
the tendency in recent yeans. ‘(Specialisation brings 
its own problems and changes.”’ 


Saskatoon Poultry Ranch, 
Nine Mile Ride, nr Wokingham, Berks. 
6th July, 1925. 

Dear Sir,—I have been two years poultry farming, but have 
learnt more the last four months since taking ‘‘ Eggs *’ than 
all the time before. It tells you how to do the right thing 
without going al] round the bush to find it. Advice. Concise 
and Correct. If newsagents had a few spare copies I think 
a lot more would be sold in this district. 

Yours truly, 


(Signed) W. J. RISELEY. 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Full particulars of membership will be sent by return on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


DIVERGENT OPINIONS. 


I have received the following letter from one of our 
Yorkshire readers :— 


“ Dear Sir,—According to the late Oscar Smart, it is unwise 
to cross strains; but, so far as I can see, a good inany breeders 
seem to disregard his teaching. Will you please explain why 
they are doing so. For example, in the 1925 Register, page 112, 
under Leghorns, White, it reads as follows :— 

Strain of Male. Strain of Females. 
W. White. Jones-Smith-Brown. 

Surely this is crossing strains? I nwas tlbways under the 
impression that one must keep to one sitrain to get good results. 
T have some Black Leghorns, and | am amxious to know how 
to proceed as I am just making a statrt. 

Would it be in order tto get some puliets of another strain to 
make wp the number I require, and mate them to a cock of the 
original strain, or amy other strain, or should I keep to the 
original strain throughout.”’ 


I have had a good deal to say on this subject of eross- 
ing strains of Jate, and apparently my correspondent 
has not read what has been written. 

Personally, I am afraid we are jumping to conclu- 
sions; when we advise that strains should not be 
crossed, as there we were flitting from one extrerae to 
another; for in the old days, as far as egg production 
was concerned, if you had some good laying hens you 
were lalways advised to cross them, either with another 
breed or another strain. with the result that very fre- 
quently the progeny laid considerably worse than their 
dams. That is quite explainable, for we were intro- 
ducing factors which were dominant to those which led 
to high fecundity. Hence came the advice, which 
was very sound at the time, not to eross strains or 
breeds, but as I have tried to point out in previous 
articles on the subject, when selection has been on the 
sane lines in two different strains, the risk of mbro- 
ducing characters which will be inimical to egg produc- 
tion (broodiness may be given as an example) ts 
reduced to a minimum 

I do not’ want to be too definite on this point because 
I hope it is one which the Couneil of the S.P.B.A. 
may -be induced to make the subject of an experiment, 
but it ig really am important matter to: breediens. 

Now to answer my corresplondent’s question, he has 
some Black Leghorns, and iis anxious to know how to 
proceed. T wil endeavour to give, for his benefit, an 
example of what I mean.. We would assume he has 
trap-nested Bilack Leghorns, that they are typical 
birds, and commenced laying at from 5% to 64 months 
old. The winter record (S.P.B.A. record) is 40 eggs 
or over, and the full year’s record 180. They ‘are non- 
broody, and he is satisfied with the size of egg. He 
will have here alll the factors which go to make up high 
fecundity, viz.:—Early Maturity ag apart from Fre- 

cocity, Winter Laying, and tf he takes as the mini- 
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mum for the year 180 eggs, a good rate of laying J 
through the year. Ido not think he is right when J 
he says that one must keep within the strain to geb J 
good results. Of course, indiscriminate out-crossing } 
would be suicidal, but judicious out-crossing, with @ 


strict knowledge of what is required, would, in my | 


opinion, be beneficial. 

If, for the pen which I have given as am example, f 
he purchased a cockerel from ia dam with a record of | 
not less than 50 eggs for the winter months, non: J 
broody, and a year’s record of 230-240, there would be § 
not much fear iof any bad results from the crossing of J 
strains. 

As to his getting some pulllets from amiother strain, | 
to make up the number he requires, and mating them | 
to a cockercl of another strain. ‘That will be. all might j 
if he is sure of the breeding value of these pullets. j 
That is, as far as records will help: him 


THE CRITIC CRITICISED. f 

In our issue of April Ist I criticised an article, or, | 
shall I say, a statement by Mr. C. A. Housc, tn] 
“Poultry World,’ entitled “‘Evilis of the High Record | 
Craze—High Records and Constructive Breeding are} 
not Allied.’’ 
While I stated that I entirely agreed with Mr. House | 
as to the Evils of the High Record Craze, I said:— 
‘A craze is one thing; to breed from high record 
hens, merely, because they have high  reeords, 
may come within that category, and be justly com | 
demned. The intelligent use of the ‘exceptional’ is, | 
q 

q 


| 
j 
to iny mind, however, comstructive breeding in the 
best sense of the term: whether applied to the high 
. . i . 
record hen or anything elise which tends to improve the } 
economic qualities; there is nothing constructive in} 
breeding birds for excess of feather, exagoterated heaid | 


¢ 


2 Fie 
points, monstrous size, because they are all destruc} 
tive, or it would be more correct to say, onposed to the | 
economic qualities of the breed.” 

Yurther, I said:—‘‘You cannot raise the average of} 
the breed hy breeding from the ‘average.’ Thiat could} 
only be done by breeding from exceptional mdividuals. | 
Tf you depend on the average the “ pull of the race’ | 
is too great and your average would tall to a lower | 
standard each year.’’ 

Now there was Conference on Disease held by} 
the Poultry Club om Monday last, and Mr. Caseby) 
and Mr. Brain-were both off opinion that it is the come} 
tinued. breeding from birds that have been forced 16) 
vield, as Mr. Brain said, “‘three to four times the pro-| 
duction that nature intended,’’ that nas caused our! 
poultry to be so troubled with disease. Let us re-| 
member first that this Conference was called by the} 
Poultry Club, and was mainly attended by fanciens,} 
whosé sympathies are not always with the utility 
breeder, and who: ave inelined to criticise his methods} 
and attribute to him alll the ills which beset poultry-| 
keepers at the present time. ) 

What I said im my criticism was:—‘‘ We readily 
admit the craze for high records is responsiblie for) 
many of the evils of the present day, and incidentally) 
that the formation of the S.P.B.A. was due in the} 
main to complaints from several sources of thie effect 
of indiscriminate breeding from high record hens.”” — | 


4 
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LT entirely agreed with Mr. House as to the evils of 
\the high record craze, but I could not, amd do not, 
-aecept his statement th: at “high records anid construe. 

‘tive breeding are not allied.’ 
| Further, I septa very strongly against the asser- 
‘tion of two breedens cited as men of Naticnal «and 
Interna tional fame, who said they had never seen a 
ease of B.W.D. among their stock, and hiad niever mes 
‘an exhibition man that had. Frankly, these two in- 
‘dividuals, whatever their fame may have been, could 
not have known what they were talking ' about. 

Long before the ‘utility craze,’ ag the fancier is 
‘pleased to call if, was in vogue, B.W.D. was preva- 
tent. At that time ib was kniown jas ‘“‘white scour’’: 
and as for Diphtheric Roup, this was first introduced 
amto this country as far back as 1876. However, this 
is all by the way. What I woulld point out is that we 
are getting a little bit panicky, and mamy of us are 
inelined to attribute the inercased prevalence of roup 
fo some one particular cause. If we attempt to ficht 
the disease on, these narrow lines @ shall. certainly 
‘not succeed. We have to fight it all round and recog- 
aise it as a breeder’s problem— problem of nutrition, 
a housing problem, and also one of rearing. We have 
50 eonsider the total effects of our methods, anid when. 
we have done that we may be in a position to fight 
disease. 

' At present too much stress is laid on some particular 
factor, and we have to consider the problem as a 


whole. 


THE FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 
T have received the following letter from one of our 


Somerset readers in reference to the scheme. He 
yays :— 
ie “It may interest you to know that I consider 


) we are getting quite 20 per cent. better value, 
_ considering prices and quality, by purchasing 
| this mash stead of the local stuff.’’ 


This is very satisfactory, and many other letters to 
he same effect have ‘been received, but what is 
wrobably of greater importance to our members, as a 
Whole, is the fact that we have frightened a large 
‘mumber of corn merchants, and have ‘compelled them 
o reduce prices to their customers. Letters to this 
fiect are repeatedly neceived, and many of iour mem- 
sers who have asked for the Price Lists to be sent to 
hem, have stated deliberately that they are not buy- 
ng froma us, but are using these. Price Lists to take 
© their corn merchants, and by showing them the 
iniees have compelled them to meet them. 

_Mashes made up to S.P.B.A. ‘formula, and sold 
hrough the S.P.B.A., are in many cases fifty per 
ént. ‘cheaper than the proprietary mashes advertised 
© lavishly, and, further, we guarantee that the 
uality of the ingredients used is equal to ianything 
‘the market. 
| Since writing the above a lady has written in refe- 
enice to the food supplied, and condludes by saying :— 
I never saw the birds in such go ord condition as ‘they 
lave been under your food supr ily.’ 


| 
t 


THE NATIONAL EGG-LAYING TEST. 


Mr. J. N. Leigh writes to tell us that the particulars 
‘if the test are now ready, and cam be obtained from 
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him at Dodnash Poultry Farm, Bentley, Suffolk. 
het are several. new features indluding a section 
for pens of two birds each, owned by poultry- keepers 
owning not more than 50 adult birds. Also a Team 
Seetion open to any combination of poultry-keepers. 
Pens to consist of five birds each, to be bred and 
‘owned by different persoms. A section for first-crosses 
is also provided. Separate sections are to be provided 
for all breeds for which 20 or more entries are re- 
ceived, and sub-sections for breeders of not less than 
ten entries. 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


The Secretary, Mrg. Wilson, writes to tell me that 
circumstanees have occurred which , necessitate the 
alteration of the date of the Second Annual Open 
Utthty Poultry Show. The date has now been changed 
from November 7th to November 14th. 


cs schedule is being ~repared, and Mrs. Wilsca 
will be sat to hear from members or friends who 
are willing to guarantee classes or offer specials. Some 
educational demonstration thas been suggested, and 
armangements wili be made for this to take place. 


On Saturday «afternoon, the 11th July, a party of 
members of the Keighley 4nd District Branch of the 
Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association accepted the 
kind invitation of their President (Mr. Frank Snow- 
den) to visit his poultry farm at Raikes Hall, Cowling. 
The journey to the farm was made by motor ‘bus, 
and the party was favoured with glorious summer 
weather. 


To those who are familiar with the situation of the 
farm the health and vigour of the stock came as no 
surprise, for, in addition to Mr. Snowden’s  well- 
known skill as a breeder, the environmental’ condi- 
tions are ideal. Vhe-yards nestle under thé crest of 
the wide open spaces lof the moor® which in this area 
link Yorkshire with its sister county, Liameashire), and 
abound In pure invigorating air uncontaminated with 
the smoke of the industrial areas far away in the 
vallevs. 

Particular attention was paid to the pens containing 
winners at the various International Laying Tests 
Pride iof place was given to the White Leghorns, Will- 

ners of the ‘Dail y Mail’? £1,000 Two Year Test.“These 
were Closely followed by the pen of White Wyan- 
dottes which won the second iprize at the Missouri 
State International Test, 1921-22. The age of ihe 
above birds was commented upon, and Mr. Snowden 
informed the niembers that he had breeding hens nine 
years of age in the yards, and had only recently lost a 
cock after it had suecessfully-compileted its tenth 
breeding season. 


Very great interest was displayed in the young stock. 
The early-hatched birds had been removed to the 
spacious coliony houses, and the sexes were separated. 
In the large field set apart for rearing in small units 
were large numbers of younger chickens. ‘They had 
free range, and were obviously in the best-of health. 
alert and active. tt was noticed that all the young 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Roup—Some Impressions. 


By FRED W. WAIT. 


It is only at the request of tlie Editor, coupled with 
the recent invitation of Mr. Toovey, that I am tempted 
to write upon this thorny subject. 

Let me make myself clear. I have no desire to pose 
as an authority on the subject. I am not personally 
acquainted with anyone in the industry who has a 
complete knowledge, scientific anid practical, of the 
causation and cure of Roup, Diphtheritic Roup or Bird 
Pox. Up to the present we are assuming far too much 
to be reliable. ‘There is no man im thie poultry imdus- 
try for whom I have a greater respect than Mr. 
Toovey, mainly on account of the broad-minded ‘amd 
courageous manner in which he has equaily reported 
both his successes and his losses or mistakes for the 
benefit of those poultry-keepers who iare not so favour- 
ably placed as himself. 

In my opinion there are two imeidents in poultry 
farming which are a veritable nightmare, and are 
responsible for many failures with beginners, viz. :— 
Chicken mortality and Roup. For many years I have 
been convinced that Roup has prevanlled more gener- 
ally than has been imagined. It is unreasonable to 
expect a man who is depending upon ipoultry farming 
for a diving, to proclaim his misfortune pu blicly 
through the Press It is only when a man in the in- 
dependent position of Mr. Toc yvey comes along, that 
we are able to get at the truth. Iam equally econ- 

weed that there should be some exceptionally strong 
disciplinary action, to prevent the exportation of birds 
from farms where the disease either is or has been 
recently present. 

During the years I kept exhibition stock, Roup was 
absolutely unknown to me. The number of birds was 
naturally small. In the course of fifteen years’ experi- 
ence of utility stock I have had two outbreaks, and it 
is upon the methods adopted and the experience gained. 
during this. period that. I intend to write. 

The first outbreak, about fourteen years ago, was 

introduced by stock birds bought from a noted Lan- 

eashire breeder, and from enquiries made I discovered 
that the birds had been supplied by another man. Con- 
fidence in the breeder, and consequent neglect in 
isolating for ten days, brought its own reward. The 
record outbreak occurred some years later, when a 
poultryman spent his evenines—unknown to me—in 
curing birds upon other people’s premises, and 
naturally brought the disease to my farm. With these 
two exceptions my farm has been free from any 
epidemic, nothing occurring beyond oecasional collds, 
etc. 

There are some writers who state that the germs of 
roup are omnipresent, others assert that the disease 
ls alwe ays introduced from joutside sourees. I canniot 
agree with either theory, ‘but am certainly of opinion 
that it can be developed upon the premises from many 
sources 

That sanitation is the best 
that prevention iis better 
ful axioms, 


form of medication, and 
than cure, are still two faith- 


There appears to me little doubt that immediate 
and thorough isolation is necessary. There are then} 
two modes of operation, the individual handling and 
treating of every afiGebed bird, or collective treatment J 
{ the affected flock as a whole by means of medicated 
water, soft food containing some medicament, and by 
general methods of disinfecting houses and land. if 
the former instance I think it is quite possible, based | 
on experience, to save’ 75 per cent. of the afectall| 
birds; but treating the birds on the flock system, 1) 
can imagine that losses will be exceptionally heavy, | 
There are such a lange percentage of birds that mus6| 
have rndividual attention if a cure is to be effected 
such as a diphthcritie deposit in the windpipe: the] 
bird quickly suffocates unless it is remov ed; cheesy} 
deposit with large swelling in the eyes. W here both | 
eyes are affected, the bird loses its sight and ar | 
to eat, eo eapently estes away through sheer ex: 
haustion, a cure being almost impossible. 

The hard sw alin gee which occur on various fiarts of 
the head anid face appear tobe only remowable by bold] 
action witk. vhe knife, taking away thoroughly the | 
hard substance, and treating with some antiseptic 

Many drugs and chiémicalis have been recommended, | 
but while some of them may be a success in mild eases, | 
they are quite futile once the attack ‘has become 
thoroughlly established. I cling to the opinion thag| 
once a strong hold on the flock has been obtained, | 
that quite three or six montHs, according to the size) 
of the flock, wili be mecessary before a clean sheet cam 
be recorded. 

From many observations which I have made tm) 
many places, the disease appears to gradually work} 
itself out. The birds which contract it in the early} 
days appear to take it in a more ois lent form, while} 
those that are affec ‘¢ later on seem to have had more} 
powers of resistance, and are more easy to cure. 


T 


For this reason | hold the opinion that the theras} 
peutic value of any drug canmot be thoroughly ganged) 
unless it has been used right through the most stube} 
born degrees vf the course. The drugs and chemicals} 
which I tested many years ago were Boracic Acid} 
Potassium Permianganate, Hydrogen Peroxide, Cam} 
bolic Oil, Tar Acid Disinfectants and Iodine. - At this | 
pericd I do nct remember iodine being recommended} 
for this purpose, but Ido recollect testing it with oreat | 
success In many instanees, and reporting to. the Poul: | 
try Research Society, now defunct. To-day we fully] 
appreciate its value. =| 


S.P._B.A.— Continued. ; 
birds were limby. \Mfr. Snowden humorously remarked 
that “‘ he liked to get chickens out of the mud, and | 
then put tops on them.’’ | 

The large undereround incubator room was visited) 
amd Mr. Snowden explained this system of pedigree | 
trays, toe-punching. and wing b anding. 

After the round of the yards had been made, Mis| 
Snowden very kindly entertained the party to teas) 
Mr. Hodgsion voiced the feelings of the members when} 
he described the afternoon as a very pleasant amd | 
instructive one. He asked that a hearty vote of thanks | 
should be accorded to Mr. and Mus. Snowden Mr. | 
Slee seconded the proposal, and thankkis were returned | 
with acclamation. 
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I found, however, that the ordinary tincture of 
‘odine, containing two and a half per cent of Iodine, 
vas unreliable. ‘The strong tincture containing twelve 
wod a half per cent., was very satisfactory, arid worked 
quickly, both on diphtheritic growths in the mouth, 
ind in cases of bird pox eruptions on the head, care 
veing taken to keep it out of the eyes, or blindness 
allows. This strong tincture does, however, give an 
impleasant tingling sensation, which used on the 
havat of the bird is probably painful. Equal quanti- 
es of the strong and weak tincture containing approxi- 

nately six per cent. Iodine, was tried and proved 
yatisfactory. Probably for Avian subjects this iis 
‘he correct. sticength. 

The following as the precise method which was 
‘dopted, and which proved very successful. ~ Every 
‘rd was isolated immediately there wiere any external 
yniptorms of having contracted the disease. ‘These 
vere placed in a house 40ft. x 12ft., and had their 
iberty ; the drinking water was sterilised with chlorine 
water. Each bird was handled separately every marn- 
ag, and was given one tablet containing one drachm 
fZaston’s syrup. This may ‘appear a Jarge dose for a 
ow! as it contains 1/62 grains of Strychnine; this 
vue has not, however, the same effect on avian 
‘ubsects as upon humans. All diphtheric growths in 
he threat were scraped off with a hainpin, and treated 
vith a smali camel-hair brush with a six per cent. 
dlution tincture lodine, care being taken not to let 
‘my quantity travel down the throat. Any externai 
pots on the head were treated with Iodine, and in 
he course of three or four days or more would> peel 
ff Deposits ot every deseription should be carefully 
urnt,.as germs have been proved to return to their 
amihty for periods over a year. 

The following mixture was used in the soft food, 


nd was mixed with the dry mash previous to being 


ioistened:—Sulphate Magnesium, 10 
hicride Sodium (Table Salt), 10 ounces; 
hate Iron, {wo ounces. 

The above quantity to be mixed with one hundred- 
foreht of dry mash. This gives lappwoximately, in 
ach two ounces of dry mash, five erains each of Mag- 
esium and Sodium.and one erain of Iron. 

As Roup appears more or less a blood disease, the 

@erapeutic value of the above appeared to me to be 
/ useful mixture. What its exact value was I cannot 
wy, and I have never heard of anyone else using it, 
od I can only judge it as part of a successful treat- 
rent; 
Tam afraid that my idea of the value of iron to 
tesent-day ubility stock, even under ordinary condi- 
ons, does not coincide with many writers. Even 
ty worthy friend, the Editor, thinks that present-day 
reals contain sufficient Iron. 

But T maintain that whether they do or not rests 
tgely upon the composition of the soil upon which 
icy are grown. I know grass lands from which a 
Le Stiltoia cheese could never be made on account 

‘the large areount of organic iron it contains, but 
lie is in an iron ore area; other araas may be equally 
ficient. 


| Griffiths, in his ‘‘Treatise on Mageree goes largely 
te the question of dressing land with sulphate of iron, 


ounces ; 
Dried Sul- 


. 
| 
| 


and gives scores of analyses of different tubers, OTASSES, 
roots, amd cereals, showing not only ia lange increase in 
the mineral constitwents, but. ialiso a higher percentage 
of both proteins and carbohydrates. 

This, however, by-the-way. The point which LI 
desire to bring home is this, that Utility Poultry to- 
day with their high records—even. flock records—are 
living under highly artificial conditions, which tend, in 
combination with lack of selection in breeding, to 
make them more susceptible to disease. I maintain 
that one grain iron per bird per day does greatly assist 
in maintaining the blood in a rich pure condition, in 
increasing vitality, and lengthening age of the hen for 
production purposes, in! assisting it through the moult 
ing period, and maintaining the hen generally in such 
a healthy condition, which: will reduce the possibility 
of such epidemics as roup. 

Certainly I dc not suggest that additional iron is 
necessary Jn every instance. For years I have kept 
my birds in a strong healthy condition without it; but 
we must realise to-day that hundreds of thousamds of 
birds ‘are kept under confined, or semi-intensive con- 
ditions, which cannot be considered satiisfiactory, and 
this is where the trouble frequently occurs. 

(Continued at Foot of Column on Next Page). 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE EGG-LAYING TEST. 


For Month Ended June 19th. 


The following is the report on the Gloucestershire Laying 
Test (under the supervision of Mr. lL. G. Price, Gounty Imstructor 
in Poultry Keeping) for the ninth month ended June 19th :— 

There has been the usual seasonal decline. in egg production 
this period, amd the records now show that during the past 
month 5,245 eggs have been collected, against 6,132 the previous 
month. giving a total of 44,533 for the nine months, and an 
average of 139.6 in respect of the 319 pullets entered. The general 
health of the birds is good. 

The 1925-26 entry forms.and conditions are now available, and 
copies may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary. 


Section A, 1). White Wyandotte (Professional) Five birds 
constitute a pen).—P. M. Hinton, 3377; H. Ludlow Hewitt, 3305; 
H. Benmett, 3240; H. W. Bowles, 3169; E. J. Sittome, 3157: J. KE. 
Boyd, 3103 

Section A. (2). A.O.V. Heavy Breed (Professional).—Miss M. 


Lawremee (h.1.R.), 3357; J. G. Herbert (R.1L.R.), 3335; G.° H H. 
Simmons (1..8.), 3227; W. R. Partridge (R.1.R.), 3169; M C. Beale 
(R.1.R.), 3069; C. G. Youmg (R.1TRB.), “2948. 


Section A. (3). A.V. Light Breed (Professional).—Miss N. Town- 


send, 3626; Miss H. Baylis, 3689; Sherborne Park PF., 3415: Cots- 
wold Pedigree P.F., 2351; G: H. H. Simmons, 3244; G. B. Young, 
3239. All White Leghorns. 

Section BR (1). A.V. Heavy Breed. (Confined to owners of not 
more.than 50 laving head)-—-Maisemore School (W.W.), 3440; A. 


W. Moses (L.S ), 3366; Miss M. Brown (W.W.), 
2937: RK. T: Miles (B’Veld), 1515. 

Section B (2). A.¥. Light Breed. (Confined to owners of not 
more than 50 laving head).—C. HE. Skirten, 3212: L. Grist, 3157; 
Miss M. Brown, 2807: J. D. Orewdsion, 2796. All White Lechorns. 

Pen Duck Section.—G H. H. Simmonds (K.C.), 620; G. B. Young 
(K.C.), 596; S. J. Phillips (K.C.), 571; Major J. G. Dugdale (K.C.), 
563; Sherborne Park P.F.“%K.C), 499; W. R. Partridge (W.R.), 471. 


SINGLE PEN SECTION. 


3258; L. Grist (W W.), 


Section J]. White Leghorns.—Miss- N. Townsend (5), 833; L. 
Grist (13), 795; Miss K. Feaviour, 777: G. H. H. Simmons, 768; H 
W. Stephens, 765; Miss N. Towmsend (19), 762. 


Section 2. White Wyandottes.H. W. 
Partridge (34). 824; Lord Sherborne (37), 792; W. R. Partridge (38), 
761;-G. H. H. Simmons (31), 728; Lord Sherborme (39), 699. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Reds.—Miss M. Lawrence (59), 814; G. 
B. Metcalfe. 688; S Barnes, jumr. (42), 601: Miss M. Lawrence (42), 
589: W. R. Partmidge, 545; A. Daunton, 402. 

Section 4. A.0.V. Light Breed.—Churchdown P.F. 
H. .W. Stephens (B.fi.). 573: G. B. Youne (B.L.), 555; 
Johnson (W la B.). 508; Churchdown P.F. (B.L.), 502; Major J. 
G. Dugdale (B.L,). 477. 

Section 5. A.0.V. Heavy Breed.—Miss M. Lawrence (Buff. R.), 
748; G H..H Simmons (Buff R.), 716; Mrs. E. Weinholt (Aus. 
Orp.), 698; peer Bledisloe (Auk. Orp.), 661; Major J. Dugdale (58) 
(.8.), 621; W. R. Partridge (B’ ee 611. 

Section 6. Ducks.—Mrs. H. Hanks (K.C.), 237: H. W.\Fowles 
(K.C.), 216; .F. Tl. Walters (7) WR 177: Mrs. W. Pearce Ellis 
(K.C ), 172; W. R. Partridge (15) (W.R.), 164; Miss N. Townsned (12) 

and A. M. JOHNSON. 


(K.C.), 163. 
(Sigmed) R. A. 
The Cotswold Poultry Farm, Chalford. 
H. S WRIGHT, Hon. Sec. 
Shire Hall. Gloucester. 


Fowles, 856; W. R 


(An.), 758; 
Miss M. 


92 EGGS. 


August 5th, 1925. 


Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., 3B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing.- 


Bodies» should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination’ and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are amswered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the §.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 


ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


E. M. M. (MMilford-on-Sea) writes to know if T oan 
tell her what ! consider the best mathod of rearing 
chicks rapidly for table poultry. She is shortly sitting 
some eges, in order to have broods for the Christmas 
market. Indian Game, and large Light Sussex hens. 
Presumably she has the paper on the Wellingbam 
experiments with the formula. If not, I will repeat it 
here:—It is 20lbs. bran, 45lbs. middlings, 10lbs. 
S G.O., 10lbs. maize meal, 5lbs. dried milk, 5!bs. dried 
yeast, and dlhs. soya bean meal To this was added 
30 ounces of the following mineral mixture :—60ibs. 
bone meal, 20ibs. common salt, and 20lbs. powdered 
oyster shell. The birds were fed on this unti! they 
were 11 weeks old. when they were trough-fed for a 
fortnight, and then crammed for a week. They had no 
milk to drink, and the grain feedg were equal parts 
wheat and kibbled maize. [ do not quite know 
whether this answers my correspondent’s question. She 
will see by the report in lust week’s issue that the 
pullets made extraordinary progress on these maghes—- 
were. laying at five months olld,* and were ‘wel! 
developed. 


L. C. 8. (Linby) wittes to ask thie value. of sprouted 
oats. They ane of great value, but. of course, would 
not be necessary while there is a plentiful supiply of 
green. foed. When first introduced it was the custom 
to sprout them until the sprouts grew five or six 
inches high. This involved an immense amount of 
labour, and as I stated in a paper read at the Harper- 
Adams’ Conference two or three years ago, this was 
quite unnecessary. They should only be sprouted 
until they begin to germinate, when they are ready to 


feed, and cam be fed to poultry as grains. As to the 
quantity to be fed—sone ounce per day would be suff: 
cient. If they weré to supply the whole of the grain 


feed, two and a half ounces should. be given. 


J. H. (Newburn-on-Tyme) writes that hie is only a 
backyard er with a score of hiens which have laid welll 
up to afew days ago, and now he is only getting three 
or four eggs a day. ‘hey have diarrnoea and their 
combs are turnine black. Coulld I advise him how to 
cure then:? He feeds on a patent meal, middlings anid 
bran in equal parts as mash in the morning, and 
maize two parts, wheat one, and sats one part. He 
asks if this patent meal iis a good one. ‘rom what 
he writes I think the cause of the trouble must be due 
to the feeding, and would advise him to change it. Not 
having actually scen a sample of this particular meat 
which he is using, I cannot express an opinion. I 
would be advisable to give the birds a mild dose of 
Epsom salts and completely change the food. I-would 
suggest he tries the following formula (if he as feeding 
wet): 1b. bran, 1 alfalfa meal, 4 middlings, 1 biseuit 
meal, 1 8.G.O., and 1 good meat amd bone meall, 
and as erain give two parts good oats, lb. wheat, ‘and 
lb. kibbled maize ; but it willl be necessary to give the 
birds a dose of EXpsora salts, and J should certaimly 
discontinue using the meal which he is at present 
using. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


M.G. T. The post-mortem examination of the 
chicken showed that fowl cholera was the cause. The 
disease is contagicus, and the mortality runs high as a 
rule.- Al! the incontacts of this bird should be isolated, 
and the houses. nest boxes, utensils, and the parts of 
the runs contaminated by affected birds, should be 
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected with a five per cent. 
solution of carbolic acid in water. The houses should 
then be Jime-washed, a quarter of a pound of carboli¢ 
acid being added to each gallon of wash. Those attend: 
ing these birds should disinfect their hands, boots and 
clothing before they go near healthy birds in order to 
prevent the carriace of infection. Dead birds, litter 
and dropping should be disposed of by burning, and not 


ROUP—SOME IMPRESSIONS. Continued. 

The following formulla I have used on 400 three- 
year-old T.eghorn hens for the past year, and to-day 
they could be passed for pullets:—112lbs. Steamed 
Bone flour. 2O0lbs. ‘Cable Salt. 30lbs Ground Oyster 
shell or carbonate of time, 7lbs. dried sulphate of 
iron. Uge 24los. to every 100lbs.. dry. mash. 

The whole causation and cure of Roup, etc., is more 
for the skilled seientist to pursue than the practical 
poultry farmer, who, ‘hiowever, can assist materially. 
Iam in full agreement with Mr. Toovey whem he states 
we might learn much if poultry farmers would give 
their-experience. There are almost thouisanids who at 
some time have passed through the mill of misfor 
tune, and who surely must hive learnt something 
which might be of advamtage to the Jess-informé 
and experienced felliow-man. This is my sole object 
in writing. 


(To be Continued). 


August 5th, 1925. 


EGGS. 93 


buried on thrown on to the manure pile. Treatment 
is not effective, but by chloninating the drinking water 
some degree of infection from this ounce is prevented. 
Prepare a stock solution by adding one teaspoonful of 
chloride of lime to two gallons of water, and of this 
take three ounces for chilorinating every gallon of drink- 
ing water. This proportion shoul@ make the water 
both taste amd smell of chlorine. If it does not add 
more of the stock solution until there is no doubt about 
the smell and taste. 


T. The post-mortem examination of the three days 
dld chicks showed nothing suggestive of infectious 
disease, but they weve extremely anaemic, and this I 
attribute to the swarms of lice with which they were 
infested. These, no doubt, they got from the hens 
which should be ridded of the pests before being set. I 
should advise you also to disinfect the brooder, or fur- 
ther losses from this cause are liable to occur. 


B.-W. The Barnevelder pullet was moribund upon 
arrival, and the post-mortem showed the cause to be 
mueco-enteritis, due to an exceptionally heavy infesta- 
tion with tape-worms, choaniota infundibuliformis, the 
intermediate hosts of which are-thie earth worm (Grassi) 
ynd the house-fly (Rovelli). I \am‘afraid that birds so 
far gone as this pullet willl not respond to treatment, 
which consists in giving a mash in the morning contain- 
ng a full purgative dose of Epsom salts for each bird, 
ind no more food until the next morning, when a mash 
containing one teaspoonful of.powdered pomegranate 
7o0t bark for every fifty birds should be given. This 
may ‘be repeated after an interval of a week or ten 
lays, the dropping and litter being collected and 
yurned after each dosing. 


H. N. M.- 'The post-mortem examination of the six- 
seen months o.d.cock showed that the cause was 
wtheniia, 2 wasting disease produced tby bacteria infec- 
jion of the intestines. As far as is known, the disease 
$ not infectious to bird from bird, although a number 
of birds may become infected from a common source. 
When ary suspicion of this disease arises it is wise to 
solate, and treat by first giving a (purgative dose of 
aastor oil to diminish the bacterial flora of the intes- 
ames, and then to give internal antiseptics to dis- 
sourage their growth, 15 grains of sulpho-carbolate of 
ane to each gallon of the drinking water is suitable 
‘or this, or a like quantity of sodium hiypo-sulphite may 
Je dissolved ina little water, and mixed in the mash 
iwice daily. ‘The droppings, etc., should be burned, 
wid the prernises disinfected regularly. The “‘broodi- 
i1ess’’ of this cock would be accounted for by the per- 
sistence of a considerable amount of ovarian tissue, 
Which under normal conditions should have atrophied 
ind not. persisted, : 


G. W. The post-mortem examination of the three 
%.1.R. pullets showed that the trouble was due to a 
wavy infestation with round worms in the caeca, 
deterakis Papiillosa. These worms when exceptionally 


numerous produce their harmful effects, partly by the 
irritation they cause, and partly by them waste pro- 
ducts that act as poisons to the body of the host they 
occupy. The irritation in the intestine may also give 
rise to reflex action on the brain, causing fits, convul- 
sions, and sometimes coma and death. To treat, give 
a inash containing a full dose of Kpsom salts for each 
bird, starve for some hours, and follow with a mash in 
which has been mixed. one teaspoonful of powdered 
pomegranate root bark for every fifty birds. The drop- 
pings and litter should be swept up and burned, so that 
embryo worms, eggs, ete., iare destroyed. It is also 
advisable to disinfect the floors off the houses with the 
same object. 


SIXTH MIDLAND LAYING TEST. 


Report for Ninth Month ended 12th July, 1925 (252 days). 


The ninth month at the Midland Laying Test ended on July 
the 12th, amd, despite the extraordinary heat of the past month, 
in conjunction with the number of broodies, the production is 
keeping at a level of between 50 anid 60 per cent. 


The health of the flock iis still very good, but the heat has 
been responsible for throwing many birds into a moult, principally 
among the heavy breeds. 

The feeding is practically the same as in the previous month, 
namely, the dry-cum-wet mash system, supplemented by morning 
and evening feeds of grain. Ihe grain iis scattered in the open 
for the birds whenever possible. The latter food hay been cut 
down somewhat but the average wet mash consumption jis good. 

The following are the numbers of the Lroody birds which have 
been transferred from their iown pens to the broody cotes :—129, 
127, 221, 226, 238, 246, 274, 279. 282, 294, 357, 358, 381, 418, 234, 255, 285, 
295. 434, 299, 272, 266, 258, 251, 236, 196, 171, 157, 147, 371, 386, 220, 234, 
342. Nine birds bave died during the past month, the. numbers 
of same and the eauses of the deaths are as_follows:—No. 23, 
ruptured kidneys; No. 402, ruptured oviduct; No. 362, ruptured 
oviduct: No. 485, occlusion of oviduct; No. 66, worm ova; No. 239, 
attacked by rats; No. 210, attacked by rats; No. 194, ruptured 
oviduct; No. 423, degenerated egg yolk in the oviduct, also an 
ovarian tumour. 


LEADING PENS IN BACH SECTION. 
White Leghorns.—A. Snowden, Crosshills, Yorks., 633 pts.; C. 
J. Ashton, Hathern, near Loughboro’, 644; A. Pickard, Chilvers 
Coton, Numeaiton, 627, 


White Wyandottes——M. F. Phelan, Northam, N Devon, 637; Cc. 
H ©. Partridge, Tenbury Wells, 641; Misses Argles, Alton, Hamnts., 
627. 


R.I. Red.—K. A. Crawford; Dilham, Norwich, 603; L. A. Cooper, 
Econ ey near Lichfield, 604; Mrs Athol Stuart, Boxmoor, 
Herts, 572. 


Light Sussex.—F. R. Welch, Bewdley, 592; Col. A. Dugdale, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, 575; W. H. Brady, Penmaenmawr, 587. 


A.O.V .Light Breed.—E. Thomas, Sartonville, France (W La B.), 
543; G. H Rayner, Grantham (B.L.), 501; Blaksley and Blythe 
Dorset (B.L.), 483. 


A.0.V. Heavy Breed.—H. W. Gee, Lickeye, Bromsgrove (Barn.), 
552: J. Gordon Herbert, Newent, Glost (Barn.), 454; F. R. Welch, 
Bewdley (Bf. R), 444. 

Single Bird Section.—F. H. Ramm, Shackerstone, eee sie 


(B.I:), 176; J. Small, Edgbaston, Birmingham (B.1:)5., 165; 
Nicholls. Avechurch, Birmingham (W.W.), 163. 


THE MIRFIELD AND DISTRICT POULTRY-KEEPERS’ 
ASSOCIATION’S LAYING TEST, 1924-25, 


The Se naa for the ninth period of the above test is to hand. 
The health of the flock is good. ‘TNhere have been two deaths 
during the month. Egg ‘production is said to be only moderate. 
owing to the presence of broodiness in the heavy sections. 

The Special Prize, offered by Mr. T. E. Burnett is won by a 
pullet owned by Mr P. Furness. Her record to daite is 201. 
_ The best individual score for the month it; maide by Mr. Firth’s 
Nos. 111 and_76 with scores of 24 amd 21 respectively, while three 
other birds laid 21 eggs during the month, 
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Answers to Queries. 
Continued. 


CoA. Ge (Knutsford) wishes to know what total 
length of perch is required for 100 birds. What dis- 
tance apart centre to centre s! ‘none perches be? How 
many nest boxes should be provided? Is there any 
objection to having the nest boxes facing the light? 
—In reply to my correspondent’s first question: I 
should alliow ten inches per bird perch room, so that 
for 100 birds he would require, roughly, 85 feet.. For 
heavy breeds 12 inches from centre to centre of perches 
will suffice. One nest box to every four birds would 
be advisable; one to five is often used, but in the 
snoring time this means a lot of broken ege's The 
objection to the nest boxes facing the ‘light is that 
the’ birds often see the eggs, wand this starts ege- 
eating. This could be overcome, however, by nailing 
a piece of dark cloth across the front of the nest and 
slitting this up the middle. That is the only objection 
to the nest boxes facing the light. 


R. P. H. (Suffolk) writes he is troubled with rather 
a peculiar complaint, which he hias not seen before. 
The symptoms are simply that the bird’s neck takes up 
a semi-circular position, and walks about with its beak 
on the ground, likewise its wings, and makes a most 
dejected picture. He #s wondering if it is anything 
serious. ‘The trouble is, I think, Limberneck, and it 
has been stated it is due to tack of vitamin ‘‘A.”’ 
This, I think, is not correct. In the old days we used 
to treat it as a form of Ptomaine poisoning, and there 
is little doubt that the cause of the trouble is food 
which has been contaminated im some waly, more 
particularly meat or fish meal. A miilid dose of 
Epsom salts will generally put matters right if taken 
in time. Of course, attention must be ‘paid to the 
food. I wonder if my correspondent’s birds have been 
given any meat or fish meal which was contaminated ? 


(Carlisle) wishes to breed table birds for the 
coming spring, and asks what matings I advise. He 
has some Buff Orpington hens. My own impression 
is that nothing will beat a Houdan cockerel for this 
class of bird. It gives a table fowl which can hardly be 
excelled—quick growing and hardy. The Houdan 
cockerel is a very virile bird as a rule. The fertility 
is high and hatchability good. I would prefer this tio 
a Game eross for this particull w line of business. 


R. i. (Dorking) writes that he has 17 birds—12 
R.I.R., 15 months old, and five White Wyandottes, 
three years.old. They are — semi-intensively. 
They started moulting a fortnight ago, and alll the 
R.L. Reds are not in full moult” Do I not think this 
is too. early ?—-Appetites for mash ame not good. They 
do not go for it as if-they liked it, but just peck at it. 
They are still laying an average of eight eggs per day. 
They have, as a whole, been a very broody lot this 
season, and he has had much trouble with thig broodi- 
ness which this year has been quite abnormal with 
(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 


Presentation to Mr. and| 


Mrs. Tom Newman. | 
‘GEES GEE 


The July 5 P.B.A. Council Meeting was a little ou 
of the ordinary; in faet it was a celebration. I shoul 
like to tell the inembers how and why the uswa 
scber monthly Couneii gathering was replaced by om 
festivity. Members will have nuticed the announee| 
ment of Mr. Ton: Newman’s wedding in a June pub 
lication of ‘“Eiges,’’ and nearly all were aware of th 
Saciety’s desire to eelebrate that important event @ 
his (and hers), and had, through their President, mad 
it possible » fer the-Council to offer the bride an 
bridegroom affectionate tribute and esteem in a prae 
t-call fashion; and that us why the Council invited thi 
BaPDy, pair tc an informal juncheon, and wished then| 
well on behalf of the members. 

1 wish it had been possible for all those membes| 
who so generously subseribed to the wedding presen} 
to have seen the Seeretary’s pleasure and confusion 

Mrs. Hunter, on behalf of the Council of th) 
5.P.B.A., and its 6,000 members, presented the guest} 
with a handsome canteen of silver and a cheque for 201 
guineas, with their affectionate esteem and goo 
wishes. 

After some jolly speeches and messages of con! 
gratulation had been read. from the Poultry Press 
the Council adjourned festivities, and settled dewn ti 
the Society's business for the month. 

May I add that both Mr. and Mrs. Newman thanke; 
the members for their most generous gifts. 


A MEMBER OF THE COUNCHIZ: 


him. They are fed as folllows:—In the morning om 
handful of grain to every three birds, and in the even 
ing two ounces of grain to every three birds. ~ Th 
mixture consists of seven parts Iibbled maize, on 
oats, and one wheat. At mid-day they get a wet mag 
feed of four te middlings, two maize meal, on 
bran and half fish meal. He gives, say, two ounge 
dry weight per bird, but is varied according to th 
appetite. It is rather early, especially for birds of 

good. strain, to moult, but the excessive broodines 
would, to a very vreat extent, account for this, com 
bined with the very hot spell which we have had. Th 
fact thatthe appetites for the mash are not goo 
should not worry him, as the birds are not producim 
heavily, and as they‘are obvioushy going out of produc 


tion, their appetites will be-considerably less... “Th 
feeding is correct. I-do not think there is an exces| 
off -manze. This is a matter in which he cam @ 


nothing. If the birds come normally through th 
moult they should be in good condition iat the end 0 
it, and start laying again im good time.  Alll my cor 
respondent should do is to carefully watch the bird 
when they have finished feathering, and ‘before thie) 
come into lay. At that period there is some dange 
of their putting on internal fat. 
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London Market Advice 
Table, 


| By A. ¥. CLARKSON, 
‘EEE SEE en 
r ° 

AUGUST, 1925 


“The London Market has little encouragement to 
‘offer to the producer during August. As I wrote last 
month, producers. shoulld be using their endeavours to 
‘sell anywhere but on the London Market, where this 
month sees the poultry trade suffering first from a 
dimimished demand. and, secondly, the commence- 
ment of the Game Season, because from the twelfth 
‘of the month grouse come on to the market, and 
naturally affect the demand for poultry, 

There are two rather serious points I wish to draw 
to the attention of those who send their poultry to the 
market dead. Hot weather and muggy weather cause 
poultry to tura green in transit, go be sure always to 
thoroughly cool the birds pou packing. Another very 
‘serious matter is that all birds which are caught for 
Tolling should be ieft to caim down before the sy are 
killed. If the bird is chased and caught and killed and 
plucked right away it will be very miuch discoloured, 
in fact so much: so that | have seen ducks: which have 
been so treated that when dressed they were aimost 
brown in colour. in addition to this fact the packing 
is a much more difficult job where the bird has not 
been calmed down. 


CHICKEN .—From now onwards no bird is wanted 
under 241bs. ‘ 


| OLD HENS.—these should be gent alive, and the 
heavy breeds should always be packed separate tio the 
fight breeds, which only realise a very poor price in 
comparison to the heavies. It is unwise to pack birds 
which have “‘gone light ’’ or are full of water. 


DUCKLING.—The only duckiing required on the 
London: market is a white one, which must be sent 
killed and clean plucked, and must scale 44]bs. or 
over. 


EGGS —RFeess are now very scarce, and the-writer 
thinks most producers will Ibe able to do better locally 
than by sending to London, but an eye should be kept 
on the London: quotations, 


i RABBITS .—The real demand for rabbits will not 
wmmenes until] September arrives, but where har- 
vesting 1s In process. rabbits which are caught may be 
sent up. They should be clean paunched immediately 
hey are killed, thoroughly cooled. and sent overnight 
j0. arrive early the following morning. It will not pay 
josend suckers. 


GENERAL REMARKS 


The salesman will supply you with crates carriage 
said if you ask hir:. 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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ROUP---‘ RURN DEAD BIRDS.’’ 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs 


Dear Sir,—My neighbour, a Kentish oe 
Farmer, has roun badly on his farm. It is kep! a big 
secret, ana he has not told me, but a neighbour a 
discovered a dead hen rotten with roup—-which had 
been ‘buried in a local wood instead of being burned— 
kindly gave me the tip, and now I am taking all due 
precautions. 

Evidently the hen. was buried in the wood, and a 
fox dug it ‘out—then. of course, the crows eat it, and 
earry the disease to other farms. 

Plieasie advise alll roup victims to burn hens, and not 
to try cures in advanced stages, as my neighbour is 
foolishly domg, for if it as trix ad the disease will sure 
to spread to all the valuable pullets and ruin will 
follow. 

Yours truly, 


JOHN CRAWLEY’ 


What our Readers think of 
“Eggs.” 


The Rectory, Pangbourne, Berks. 
Dear Sir—I find ‘‘ Eggs’’ absolutely invaluable, and, 
although T have kept fowls (amd good ones, too) for sixteen 
years, I have never found any book or paper to give so much 
real help. The answers to other correspondents have a!ways 
answered my questions, without the necessity for me, to write. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) (Mrs.) F. M. BRENNAN. 


Beachamwell, King’s Iynn. Norfolk. 
2nd June. 1925, 

Dear Sir.—Of all the many papers of various kinds which 
reach my house during each week, there is none te which I 
look forward with greater interest than mv weekly copy of 
‘“ Begs,” and I would like to add my word of high appreciation 
to that of your pumerous other readers, 

Your faithfully. 


(Signed) G TI. MASON. 


In cases where skilled labour is not available send 
the birds to the salesman alive, who will kill and pluck 
theta for you at a charge of 3d. per bird. 


Never overcrowd live stuff; is both tiega! and 
cruel. If you overerowd some of the birds may be 
dead on arrival, and the (loss jis yours entirely. 

Never dispatch poultry tu market killed, but with 
the feathers left on. 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 
~OE T OER EA 


In the valuable article contributed to this issue by 
my friend, Mr. Wait, he mentions the value of iron, 
and states that I differ from him in that I contend 
that sa SS cereals contain yt saan while he is 
of opinion that this is not the case. 

I am not going to try and prove my case, because 
I recognise the ereat importance of what Mr. Wait has 
to say, and there tis a possibility, and it iis by no means 
a small one, that I may be wrong; therefore I am only 
going to suggest to my readers that they should care- 
fully read what Mr. Wait has to sa , and use their 
own discretion. 

He will not accuse me of in any way attempting to 
minimise the value of iron ini the ration, and, as far 
as my memory serves me, my contention was that the 
average ration of the fowls contains sufficient iron. for 
all purposes. This was apart from the cereals. Meat, 
for exarnple, is ret well off in this respect. Dried 
blood is rich in it, and it is present in fish meal. Then 
we have the vegetables—spinach, beans, cabbage, and 
most green foods contain a good supply. 

However, I have to recognise what Mr. Wait has to 
say, that this would depend a great deal upon the 
nature of the soil on which they are grown. Bran 
and middlings are fairly well supplied ; but this, again, 
would depend to some extent upon the nature of the 
soil on which the wheat is grown. In the north of 
South Australia the land has a very high content, and 
the cereals there grown contain a much better percen- 
tage of iron than usual. 

The experiment made by Bunge with rats has been 
cited, in support of the value of iron in the food, 
many occasions in “‘Eges.’’ It was a comparison of 
bread made from bran, and bread made from wheat 
flour . Rats fed on the bran bread made a very con- 
siderably more vapid and healthy growth than those 
fed om the wheat bread. 

Of the cereal grains we may say that wheat is better 
than maize as a source of iron, amd oats ame better 
than either, Alfalfa meal is superior to clover meal in 
this respect, and indeed it is one of the richest foods 
which we commonly use. 

Of course, as Mr. Wait has pointed out, there will 
be a very great variation in the iron content of any of 
the cereals which make up a hen’s ration. Some would 
necessarily be far richer in iron than others, according 
to the soil_on which thiey were grown. It has been 
demonstrated that the effect of adding organic iron 
to the ration is greatly increased if 1t- is fed 
intermittently and not continuously. 

Perhaps Mr. Wiaait willl agree with me that thoge who 
follow his advice in regard to the salt raixture which 
he suggests would be wise if they were to give it for a 
fortnight or three weeks, ‘and then rest a week or ben 
days. 

With birds on really free range, on an average farm 
I certainly do not think the addition of any salt mix- 
ture would be required, but that would depend to a 
ereat extent on how many were run to the acre. 


It is quite probable that now roup is recoguised as @ 
blood disease, outbreaks on large commercial farms 
may be due to a deficiency in the mineral content of 
the food, more particularly in ivon. Obviously, where 
400 birds are ruu to the acre, or where the supply of 
green food tis to any extent below the requirements of 


the birds, there is very grave danger of this, and it ig | 


a matter which well deserves our consideration. There: 
fore, I am sure Mr. Wait’s very thoughtful article will 
be greatly appreciated by our readers. 


“Interested ’’ 
opinion 


(Stratford-on-A von) 


of the following formula:~-5U0 bran, 400 


has asked my 


sharps, 400 Sussex grounds oats, 400 maize meal, 200 | 


meat meal, 106 fish meal, and 8 of fine galt. 
used by a large poultry breeder in Canada —In reply, 
I can only say it is @ very expensive formula, 
very stimulating one. The percentage of animal 
protein I consider to be very excessive and quite un- 
necessary 
cold Canadian clinate, but I should not care to use it 
here. One must also think of economical production, 
and on such a formula as this I do not think it could 
be obtained. 


THE FAST ANGLIAN LAYING TEST, 


Report for Eighth Month—From 30th April to 27th May, 1925. 


The number of eggs laid during the month showed a decrease 
of ee the total recorded being 3, 121, against 3,596 for the seventh 
mont 
grade recorded falling from 77.9 ito 75. 


The check im the production is partly due to the increase of 


This is | 


and a. 


Tt may be specially adapted to the very. 


: 


The size of egg showed a decline, the percenttage of first- 


broodimess; the number of birds affected rising from 44 to 53, and 


although the light breeds were only slightly affected a number 
of them have taken a short rest which has also contributed te 
the decreased output. The main reason for the fall, however, is 
that the period of the seasonable imerease iis now ‘past, and it 
will be surprising if the 3,000 mark is again passed during the 
remaining months of the test. 


Two birds died during the month, the cause of death in each 
case being due to rupture of the oviduct. 


The health of the flock continues to be excellent, with the 
exception of one bird suffering from disease of the liver. 


W T. WILLIAMS, Hon. Secretary, Millfields. Rayme, Hesex. 
Figures are ‘lotal Eggs for Month and Total to date respectively. 


Section 1. White Leghorns.—Dale, Egg Farm, 82, 662; Capt. E. 
A. Wheeler, 84, 588; Allen Bros., 109, 645. 


Section 2, Any Other Non-Sitting Breed.—Miss Cavanagh (An. , 
91. 610; Major R. Lloyd George (An.), 106, 563; T. R Berry (Sicilian 
Fl’bds.), 61, 333. 


Section 3. White Wyandottes.—Misses D. and M. Keech, 83, 
607; Mrs. Pierce-Grove, 78, 548; General R. L. Mullens, C.B., 62, 608 


Section 4. Rhode Island Red.—H. Turner, 98, 774; A. Gawthropp, 
107, 627; Miss E. Cavanagh, 104, 546. 


Section 5. Any Other Sitting Breed.— 
549; Misses; D. and M. Keech (L:S.), 
(Bf. Rks.), 19, 156. 


Section 6. Single Bird, any Variety Light Breed—W S. Lane 
(W.1.), 17, 160; F. C. Tombhinson (W.L.), 22, 153; E. Fearon (B.1L.), 
a 151; H Dearden (W.I..), 26, 140; Miss P. Abercrombie (W.L.), 


Section 7. Single Bird, any Variety, Heavy Breed.—Greens- 
ward Poultry Farm (W.W.), 28, 143; Mr. and Mrs. MeMillan 
(R.I.R.), 20, 137; R Champion (W.W.), 23. 130; M. Moreton (R.1.R.), 
24, 120; Mrs. R. D. Robinson (R.I.R.), 22, 116. 


Note.—Five pullets in Section 1-5 constitutes a pen. 
pullet in Sections 6-7 Conpumantce @ pem. 


T. H Sochon (L.8.), 66, 
38, 447; F. D. Montgomerie 


One 


HANTS COUNTY LAYING TRIALS, 


Figures are Eggs for 10th period amd ‘l\otial Points to date 


mespectively. 
_ Section A.—Mr. H. tt. Hunter (W.L.), 61, 4261; Capt. A. Munro- 
Spencer (W.L.), 61. 4961; Mr. A. F. OC. Holdaway (Pen 1) (W.L), 


49, 3952: Mr. R. MacKenzie (WL:), 57, 3720; Capt. P. H. G. 
(B.L.), 45, 3657; A .F. C. Holdaway (Pen, 2) (wh) , 24, 3511. 


Section B.—Mrs. J. H. Drew (Ut. B. thy 49, 4717; Capt. D. V 
Gunston (Pen 2) (W.W.), 42, $716; Mr. R. MacKenzie (W.W), 42% 
3689: Mr. H. R. Hunter (RIB), ‘45, 3644; Mrs. Edwards (R.1.R), 
$5, 3412; Mrs. J. H. Thompsion .W.W,), 24, 3395 


Harper 


| Some Fruit-G rowing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. 


STILL MORE FRAGMENTS. 


T am sorry to have let a week or so pass by before 
sontinuing my fragmentary notes, and trust my 
‘readers will forgive the break. Unexpected outside 
syents have made a heavy caill on my time, but there. 
why ‘any excuses? All poultry-keepers are busy men, 
umd what a well-known member of the S.P.B.A. once 
wrote to me can, I think, be appropriately nepeated 
ere, i.€.:—‘‘ A poultry-keeper’s life is the nearest 
mown existence fo penpetual motion,’” and to enlarge 
m this, I might add that if he does a little fruit work 
is well, he gets grease to make sure there is no stop- 
yng of the machinery. For alll that, the combination 
f fruit and poultry work gives a pleasant variation, 
md after all the size of a business and its side-lines, 
vith the necessary businesslike management, depends 
or success on the individuality of the man and _ his 
voiwers of organisation. 

All this chatter will not help you to produce good 
ruit, so I had better switch off and turn on to some- 
hing likely to be more useful. Well, suppose during 
he winter you have used the knife and saw rather 
reely on-some old fruit trees, so as to remove crowded 
rood, and. to open out the centres, with ‘the iobject 
f obtaining a better quality of fruit, you will find 
hat the result has been to cause numbers of twiggy 
hoots to break out in many places, for the vigour 
fa tree must have an outlet somewhere. These 
hoots cannot serve any good purpose, and willl only 
gain crowd the trees and prevent the air and light 
omg its good work. If these growths have not been 
ped off when very young, then the sooner they are 
ub away the better. Do not fheave any base eyes to 
reak into fresh growth, 

T have previously written several motes on the 
dvantages of summer pruning, so shiall only give a 
2w brief reminders to-day. Should new readers care 
scan the more detailed particulars, I might men- 
on that they appeared in ‘‘Eggs’’ for 11th July, 
923, and 5th September, 1923. I specially dealt 
ith the treatment of Cordon fruit trees in the issues 
i June 25th, and July 2nd, 1924, and the importance 
[ Summer pruning with this ‘system of growing 
ioice fruit, for it requires more than simple Winter 
runing. 

May I, therefore, to-day just briefly nemind you to 
torten back the new growths to about six inches, 
articularly those at the lower part of the trees, 
here some willl be found much stronger, and want a 
veck. All lateralis willl, of course, be afterwards 
inter pruned on the usual spurring system. 

‘Some readers may have been workings on the 
orette system of pinching back new shoots when 
ming in June, or early July, and hiave repeated that 
‘0cess as soon as the resulting side-growths break 
again. In which case they should, during August, 
»eut back to the basal buds. Fruit buds by this 


method are often produced on the current season’s 
growth, which is not usual on laterals, except at the 
end of a young shoot, which, in the cage of Cordons, 
is not where fruit buds are required. 

As regards the bush or half standard trees, not 
fully developed, I think thata little Summer pruning, 
which has for its object the complete removal of new 
shoots growing where they will not be wanted, is work 
that will well repay for the time spent om at. For 
instance, where only room for one “ leader ’’ two may 
be growing, so the early removal of one, especially 
if an all-placed shoot, tig obviously a gain to the one 
left. Likewise while the trees are in leaf we ean more 
easily note parts that are erowded, and which will be 
benefitted by taking away (nit cutting back) super- 
fluous new lateral growths.“ Many of these are likel y 
to become coarse if left until the Winter prunine, 
and they keep much sunlight away from the fruit that 
is ripening, with ia resulting floss off colour. 

Unfortunately we alll find our trees have branches 
or pieces of diseased 6t dead wood, amd there is no 
time like the Surnmer months to remove these, whille 
they are so easily seen. The quick removal for burn- 
img of such probable sources of what’ willl spread a 
disease is likewise important to bear in mind. 


OPN Reece a I, RCA nd EE A 


THE SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Kay, J.. Heioh Ash Farm, Wrose Hill, Shipley, Yorks. 
Cheesewright W. F., Padgham, Dallington, Sussex. 
Baldwin, H. L., 127, Petensburg Road, Eidgetey Park, Stockport. 
Bromfield, John H., 127, Petersbung Read, Edgeley Park, 
Stockport. 
Reed Charles F., West Hill Gardens, Riadstock, Somerset. 
Morgan, Mrs. W. Sarn Hill Grange, Tewkesbury, Glos. 
Atkinson, E. G., Welland Lodge Farm, Upton-on-Severn. Wores. 
Newrean,-Richard E., Sachetts Hill Howse, St. Peters. Thanet, 
Kent. 
Webb and Co., Ltd., Barton Road; St Phillip’s,- Bristol. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE $.P.B-A 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders. or farmers on ia lamge scale to render them- 
selves eligible for membership of the S.P.R.A. This 
idea is quite Incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out to’ assist 
alll grades of poultry-keepers, from the proprietor of 
the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist with his dozen 
or so birds; ail are entitled to equal benefits. The Five 
Shilling subscription brings with it many advantages, 
namely: Free Advice by Post, a Copy of the Annual! 
Register, the Benefits of the Discount System, and 
many other advantages too numerous to mention here, 
You should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudewick, Hiorsham, 


Sussex. The financial yearbegins on 1st September, 


Market Report. 


QUEERS. EN 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, 31st JULY, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat is in quiet 
demat-d and cheaper, the average quotation having declined from 
123. 5d to ids. 2d. per cwt. om the week. Imported wheats also 
meet a slow trade, and generally realise: slightly lower_pmices. 
Home-srown feeding barley maintains recent rates, while at 
Huli, where only limited supplies are ayailable, an increase of 
4d per ewt. is recorded. Imported feeding barley is irregular, 
being slightly cheaper at Bristol, butt at Lond«n, where a fair 
tpade is passing, quotations have hardened. Small offerings of 
British oatis zenerally make late rates, and foreign, which are in 
fair request, show little change in value. Spot supplies of maize 
are in moderate request, and prices have again advanced, the 
average quotation for Argentine being 10s. 9d. per cwt, as against 
10s. Sd. last week. 


A fair trade is passing for milling offais, and recent rates are 
generally maintained, while at London tran has advanced 2s. 6d. 
per ton, but at Bristol a reduction of 5s. per ton for bran is 
reported. Meals generally meet an_improved demand, maize 
meals being again dearer. Limseed caké is. m quiet request, but 
is slightly dearer at Bristol and Liverpool. while at London, 
owing to a so0d femand. English-made cotton ceed cake has 
advanced 2s. 6d to 5s. per ton. 


MILLERS’ OFFALS—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 12s.; Hull, £6 
i7s.: Liverpool. £7; London, £7 5s Broad Brar: Bristol, £9 5s.: 
Hull, £7 17s.; London, £8 15s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): Lon- 
don. 29 17s. Coarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £8 10s.; Liverpool, 
6 AS. ndon, £8 7s Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 17s.; Live-- 
pool, £ ;.- London, £7 10s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 i7s.; Liver- 
nool. £ s. MEAL—Barley Meal: Bristol, £12; Hull, £11 13s.; 
London, £ Maize Meal: Bristol, £12 7s.; Hull, £11 5s.; Liver- 
pool. £11 15s.; London. £11 10s . Maize Meal (S., African): Bristol, 
£10 17s.: Hull, £9 1@s.- Liverpool; £10; London, £10 Maize Germ 
Meal. Bristol, £10 158.: Hull, £10 53; Lemdom; £9 ibs. Maize 
Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11 5s.; London, £10. Locust Bean Meal: 
Bristol, £9 15s.; Hull, £9 10s.; verpool. £9 10s ; Loudon, £9. 15s. 
Bean Meal: Bristol, £15 15s.; Hull, £11 13s.; London. £13. Fish 
tea Bristol, £20 i0s.; Huil, £19; Liverpool, £19 10s.; London, 
£20 19s. : 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Eggs have continaed to meet fairly slow inquiry, but an 
improved tone is reported. with advent of cooler weather; 
quotations are only slightly changed on the week, one or two 
continental deszriptions having declined a little. The dead poul- 
try market remains quiet. 


Week-end prices.—Eggs ‘per 120): British, 17s.. 14s.; Irish, 16s., 
4c, 6d.: Danish, 16s., 15s. 5d.: Dutch, 16s. 6d., 15s. 6d.;. French, 
142, 6d, 145.: Belzian, 15s , 14s.; lian, 14s. 6d., 14s. 6d.: Lithuanian, 
13s. 6d. 12s. 6d.; Chimese, i2s., 1 1.; Russian, 12s. 3d., 11s. 6d. 


Dead Poultry (per Ib.).: Fowls—Surrey, is 4, is. 4d.; Irish, 
1s. 4d, 1s. ¢d.; Others, 1s. 7d, 1s. 2d.; Ducks, is. 4d, lid. 


EGGS. 
Per Doz.--Ashfprd: First, 2s. 
ham: First. 1s. 84d.; Second, 1s. 7 Bridgwater: First, 1s. 94d ; 
Second. is. 73d. Chelmsford: First, is. 94d ; Second. 1s. 73 
First, is. 103.; Second, is. 74d.- Doncaster: i 
1s. i0d. Dorchester: First, Second, is lid. Exeter: 
js. 10d. Hereford: First, 1 7d. King’s Lynn: First, 1s. 
-> -Recond, ts. 6d: Liandilo : ‘irst, Is T7d.; -Second; is. 
Mold: First, is. 9d.; Second, is. 8d. Newport (Mon.): First, is. 
Second. is. 8d Norwich: First. 9d. Oswestry: First, 1s. 
Penzamce: First, 1s is. 7d Saffron Walden: First, 
s. 103%.; Second, is. 73d. . Ives (Hunts): First, 1s. 84d.; Second, 
Salisbury: First, 1s .; Second, is. 8d Skipton: First, 
3 Truro: First, is = ond, is, 7d. Welshpool: First, 
s. 10d.- Seeond, 1s. 7d. : First, 2s. 2d. *Derby.: First, is. 
10s *Ipswich: First, 2s ; Second, is. 6d. *Lincoln: First. is. 9d. 
*Shrewsbury: First, is. 10d.; Second, 1s. 9d. *York: First, %.; 
Second, is. tid. 


Second, is. 103d. Birming- 


FOWLS—Pev Ib. 


Rirmingham: First, ta 4d.; Second, 8d Doneaster: First. t4s. 6d.; 
Second, t4s. Jixeter: First, 1s. 4d. Hereford: First, is. 64 

dilo: First, 1s. 9d.; Second, 1s. 7d. Newport (Mon): First, 1s. 9 
Second. ts. 4d *Derby: First, i5s.; Second, 4s. *Ipswich: 

is 9d-: Second, ‘s. 6d. .*Lincolm: First t5s. 6d.; Second. Tt. 
*Shrewsbury: First, 1s. 6d.; Second, is. 4d. *York: First. 
Second, #4s. Truro: First, is. 5d 3 


DUCKS. 
_ Per Ib—Birmingham: First, 1s. 4d.: Second, ts 2d. Doncaster: 
First, t4s. 6d.; Seeond, t4s Exeter: First, is. 3d. Hereford: First, 


is 3d. Llandilo: First, is. 8d.; Second, ids. 6d. ‘Truro: First, 1s. 
4d. *Derby: First, tis:- Second, t4s. *Ipswich: WBirst, is. 5d. 
* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 


ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers per head. 
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six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 
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Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first 
of classified advertisements. 
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NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of 
‘‘ Eogs,”’ It Is imperative that new advertisementé 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST ON 
FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion In te 
following Wednesday’s issue. It is hardly nece® 
sary to add that the earlier in the week we recelvé 
copy the better it is for everyone concerned. ~ 
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PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com 
plete copu is to hand by FIRST POST ON TE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWI 
WEDNESDAY WEER’S ISSUE. 3 


3 Wednesday, August 12th, 1925, 


THE OFFICIAL OF 
Se THE | 
SCIENTIFIC Pouttry Breeners Assn 


(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLPH MEECH). 


tistered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper. Edited by TOM NEWMAN. ee ee eee TR 
| same No. 7. Copyright. Price TWOPENCE. miecad= Mon ties 3 “5 13 


i vas 
tii Ve 


F your brooding has been 
erratic, of if your pullet 
egg yield is below 200 there 
is something wrong. Many 
*  chents have raised their 
'— averages from 150/160 to 
ever 200 eggs; I can en- 
} sure that figure without 
|= extra expense—consult me. 


we 
8 
E Representative Interior of a 200ft. x 15ft. Laying House, All Purposes Model 
t (Patd. & Regd.), taken on an Early Spring day—observe uniform light and 
= unimpeded floor. Photographed from central food implement store. 
Pa Please mention “ Eggs.” 


che W. H. COLT, “ss: Bethersden, ar. Ashford, Kent. 
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For upon the supply of eggs depends your degree of profit— Ed 
and ** housing conditions ” play a big ay - 
part in determining the egg yield! Therefore Vou Mast introduce the 

a a 


USE ONLY HOUSES built by 


“Heydown”” Strains on to your Farm 


The day has passed when breeding stock was chosen on 
the strength of high records alone. High fecundity wie 
out stamina can only make for retrogression. >. 

Nowadays, the discerning buyer demands a satis. 
factory answer to the following vital questions before, 
making his choice:— « 
Are the parent birds blood-tested and proved non 


carriers of disease? al 
2, Are they from progeny-tested and individually- 


—whose 25 years’ experience, combined with modern and 
extensive production facilities, enable him to sell the 1. 
World’s best houses at the keenest prices. 


Write for Big Catalogue. Note the Splendid = 
Houses illustrated, and decide to “ keep them recorded stock? , ; 
laying ’’ in houses “built by PHIPPS.” 3. Is the price one which allows of a reasonable profit? 

It is because the “ Heydown ” strains comply with all 


these demands that they are to be found on many 
hundreds of active money-making establishments through: 
out the British Isles. ‘ ed 
John H Dowden & Son were the pioneer large breeders. 
to blood-test ‘he whole of their breeding stock. They 
trap-nest 2,000 pullets and hens throughout the year. It 
is this combination of fecundity with stamina which helps. 
to make the “ Heydown” strains Pre-eminent. i 

We now ofiecr 1924 hens, three months old pullets, and 
individually vecorded cockerels in our five varieties s— 
W,L;,W.W., 2.1.R4 BL. & 1S, _ 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
- Heydown - Heathfield - Sussex. 


The ‘ ‘COTSWOLD ”- a 
Super-Intensive House. 4 W 
From oft. to 100ft. in A. = .PHIPPS 
ength. 7 
Prices thorn £6 7s. 6d. No. 4, Harborne, 
Carriage Paid in England BT RM INGH AM 
a e 


and Wales. 


rg 
Declared by al 
i who have — 
inspected ther 
to be the — 

. very finest 
houses’ 4 

= 


ever made. 
vs 


Repeat Order 


are constant 
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Two No. 4 (12 ft..x 8 ft.) Two-compartment Breeding Pens. ; 
Supplied to Capt. Gilbert Wilton. Bronzwing Poultry Farm, Attleborough. % 


Bunchrew House, Bunchrew, Invernesshire, July 6th, 1925. = 


Dear Sir, I have received the * ECLIPSE’ House, and am delighted with it. It is the best designed house I have ye 
seen, and I only wish I had known of it last year. Those who have seen it are equally pleased, not only with the design, 
but with the material used and the workmanship. I shall certainly recommend it to all my friends, and should I require 
another house I shall have an *’ ECLIPSE.” Yours faithfully, BEATRICE A. FRASER-MACKENZI. ; 


4 PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS. wor 
HERBERT W. MARTIN, "23485 Roktinc “A tLesoroucn, NORFOLK.— 


Extract from absolutely Unsolicited Testimonial :— 


=_ 


Editorial. 


AN AUSTRALIAN CHALLENGE. 


The following cutting with the above title taken from 
the “° Daily elegraph,’’ has been sent us by one of 
our readers :-— 

: “Professor Thomson, of Hawkesbury Agricul- 
tural College, Sydney, who is mow on a visit to 
his native city of Aberdeen, stated, in am inter- 
view, that poultry-keeping in this country was 
worked on an obsolete system. In Australia hens 
gave 100 per cent. more eggs than the average 
hens in Britain. That was accounted for by the 
Australian system of breeding and feeding, and 
Climate had nothing whatever to do with these 
results. If the Ministry of Agriculture or the 

- Scottish Board of Agriculture took up his chal- 
lenge, he would send them 100 hens that would 
produce double the quantity of eges laid by hens 
in Great Britain: His college was the first in 
the world to test hens’ laying averages, the pro- 
duction of eges per hen at Australian laying con- 
test being 220 per head for twelve months.’”’ 

“With all respect to Professor Thomson, we feel that 

Closer acquaintance with conditions in this country 

aay induce him to modify his opinions. 

We feel that he has either been misquoted, or that 

€ is dealing in generalities. It is difficult to believe 

hat he would say poultry-keeping in this country is 
forked on an obsolete system if he were fully acquain- 
2d with it, and understood the conditions 

What are we to understand by the assertion that 
ens in Australia gave 100 per cent. more eges than 
verage hens in Great Britain? He certainly does not 
lean that the average hen in Australia lays 100 per 
st. more eggs than the average hen here? What 
Xactly does this challenge mean? We can produce 
ems (hundreds of them) which wili lay double the 
umber of eges produced by the ‘average hen here? 
ethaps Professor Thomson will be a little more 
splicit, or tell us in what respect this interviewers 
ave distorted what he has said. 

He is made to say that the Australian superiority 

entirely due to the methods of breeding and feed- 

8, and the climate has nothing whatever to do with 

Will Professor Thomson amgue that climatic con- 
fons do not affect ege production, that abundance 
bright sunshine, if the birds are judiciously housed, 
not more conducive to a hedvy egg yield than is the 
ferage winter experienced in this country ? 
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We are not arguing that conditions are ideal in Aus- 
tralia, but they are certainly more conducive to heavy 
egg production than they are over here. - We are 
convineed that the Australian system of breeding would 
not vary greatly, if at all, from that found on a large 


-nutnber of English pedigree farms, and it is rather in 


the question of selection than in the actual mating of 
the stock that they perhaps excel 

We now come to the question of feeding, to which 
reference has already been made, and which Professor 
Thomson claims is better than in this country. We 
believe we are vorrect in quoting the following as the 
mash used in the Laying Tests at Hawkesbury 
College :—60 per cent, Pollard, 20 per cent. Bram, 15 
per cent. Lucerne Dust, 5 per cenit. Meat or Blood 
Meal. Evening Ration: Two-thirds wheat and one- 
third crushed maize. Twenty-two ounces of salt was 
mixed to sach 1U0lbs. of mash. 

Professor Thomson telllg us that climatic conditions 
have nothing whatever to do with the higher produc- 
tion of the Australian hen. We deel sure that if he 
brought those 100 hens to this country, and they were 
fed on such a formula as the one quoted above, and 
the 100 hens representing this country were fed as 
we should normally feed them, they would stand bus 
a very small chance of laying 100 per cent. more egos 
than our average hens. He must be aware that in 
the colder conditions which we get over here the ex- 
penditure of bodily heat tis much greater, and that such 
a formula as that given above would be wholly inade- 
quate for such production here, and we are confident 
there ts no single manager of a laying test in this 
country who would not agree with us on this point. 

If climatic conditions have no influence, how are 
we to account for the comparatively poor show put 
up by the Australorps which we have imported? In 
no single laying test have they compared favourahly 
with our own breeds, although they have been impor- 
ted as mated pens at greait expense, anid presumably 
from the best known Australian breeders. It cannot 
be denied that in view of the wonderful records which 
this breed has put up in Australia, that over here they 
have been something in ithe mature of a disappoint- 
ment. How is this to be explained? There are only 
two possible explanations: The one is that climatic 
conditions in this country are not so ronducive to 
high records as in Australia, and the other we leave 
to our readers. 

Coming now to the laying tests, Professor Thomson 
has stated the preduction of eges per hen at Australian 
laying tests wis 220 per head for 12 months Perhaps 
a closer comparison of the laying tests held jn this 
country, and in Australia, would go to show that the 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Full particulars of membership will be sent by return on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING. 


McDonald particulars 
is registered 


I have received from Mr. J. 
of the Cape Egg Circle, Ltd,, which 
under the Co-operative Societies’ Act. 

Some of the bye-laws are vather interesting, and 
as the Circle is a complete success, perhaps it would 
help Co-operative societies in this country if these 
rules were adopted. True, they area little stringent, 
and iat the start might prevent a certain number of 
people from joining such a society, but, sooner or 
later, if those responsible for its direction persisted, I 
am confident that many would be obliged to come in. 

One of the most important of the bye-liaws is that 
‘Every member shail be bound to deliver to the com- 
pany the whole of his production of eggs, with the 
exception of those required for his own household use, 
or required by hin: for incubation or solid for incubation 
purposes.’ 

(2) ‘‘ Every member is to pay into the funds of the 
company a fine of one shilling for every dozen of eggs 
which he fails to deliver im accordance with the last 
preceding regulation.’ 

“Dirty or stale eggs shall not be received by the 
Depot mamager. Any member who delivers dirty or 
stale eggs shall be warned on the first oceasion. For 
a second offence will be fined 5s., for the third 10s., 
and on repetition of this offence will be expelled from 
the company, and his shares forfeited.’” 

I do not remember ever having seen these in the 
bye-laws of any Co operative Society in this country. 

No doubt it would meet with considerable opposition 
here from a large number .of people who believe that 
Co-operative Societies are merely a dumping ground 
for all their surplus eggs. Ji our societies were to 
definitely state that they would not take dirty eggs, 
and would confiscate ail stale eggs iif they did not care 
to impose a fine, or feared that if they did so it would 
prevent their obtaining members, it would at least 
save them considerable loss. 

No. 8 is also a rule which might well be adopted by 
many of our societies. It tis :-— 

‘When a member sends in a consignment contain- 
ing bad or stale eggs, the bad or very stale eggs will 
be deducted, and the remainder of the consignment 
will be subject to a reduction of at least 33 1/8 per cent. 
as these eggs will not be sold as fresh egos. but as 
cooking eggs, at a reduced price. 

No. 9 would be a rule which surely could be adopted 
by our Co-operative Societies, viz.:— 

‘‘ Eggs will be paid for by weight on the basis of 
2Aozs. to 12 eggs.’’ 

That would prevent individuals using the Co-opera- 
tive Societies as a dumping ground for their smaili 
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eggs, and the percentage of these usually received is 
very high. 

The suggestion that Packing Depots may be formed, 
consisting of at least five members, who must send 
their eggs to the Head Depot collectively is also an| 
excellent one. 

I understand that the Cape Egg Circle has beer) 
very successful in securing the loyal and honest sup: 
port of their members aifter certain initial difficulties, 
When a imember’s egg supply dropped, with no reasor 
being given, a letter was sent offering the services ant 
advice of an expert to assist in restoring the egg flow 
and this was effective. 

The report recently issued by the Ministry of Agm 
culture demonstrated that the two weak spots in Co 
operation in this country iare :—First, the want o 
loyalty of the members to the societies, and, second 
to lack of stringent rules which did mot impose am} 
penalty for the dishonesty, for we can call it no othe, 
name, of some of its members. 


BROODERS. 


_ received two rather interesting letters this mornin 
im reference to brooding. One is from Mrs. Burgess 
wh writes as follows :— 


‘With regard to the correspondence appearin 
each week in ‘ Eggs’ referring to leg weaknes 
and crooked breast-bones, it may interest you t 
know that I have not had a single case of eithe 
this year, and only three cases of leg-weaknes 


last year. I only rear a comparatively smai 
number of chicks (280 this year) in sma 


unit houses under hovers, and also several type 
of brooders. I put lathed fruit trays under th 
hovers, covered with hay, and underneath is dam 
soil which is raked over each day, and a littl 
lime sprinkled on it. The chicks are reared 1 
small batches, 50-75, under 100 chick-size hovel 
fed on your formula, with the addition of the lim 
and salt mixture.” 


The second letter has reference to a brooder whit 
was ventilated on this system, and which I recon 
mended to one of our lady members to try. She n0 
writes as follows :— 

“T ean only say that it ds far amd away the be 
that I have had amything to do with, and I hay 
never thad any trouble with leg-weakness. J 
fact, I have never had a more healthy lots 


ithe Ss eS 


EDITORIAL.—Continued. 


Australian hen is not so much a better producer the 
our own birds, as Professor Tho:nson imagines. 

Ts the Australian laying test run fior 48 or 52 week 

How many breeders are competing? 

How many breeds or varieties compete in this tes 

What is the average number of pens competing” 
compared, say, with the National Test at Bentley, 
the Harper-Adams’ Test? 

These are all matters on which we should like i 
formation. 
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| chickens than I have had this year. ‘It must be 
due to the goud atmosphere in the brooder.’’ 


Several letters have been received during the past 
wo or three months to this effect, and I aru only pub- 
lishing these here to emphasize the importance of 
jure iair in the brooder, and the mischief that has been 
one in previous years through neglect or failure to 
secognise that the terrible atmosphere in which we 
attempted to rear chicks was responsibile for a great 
ileal of the heavy mortality. 

' Since attention was drawn to this through the 
sdlumns of ‘‘ Eggs’’ many members have written to 
tate how greatly have been improved the results by 
opting the method advised. 


| ee BLINDNESS. 

I wonder if any of our members can give me infor- 
dation in regard to hens going blind. One or two 
uestions have been asked me on this subject of late, 
nd I have been wholly unable to explain the cause. 
‘he following is a quotation taken from a letter re- 
eived from one of the members :— 


/_“ There is no suggestion of growth or film form- 
_ ing. The eye is perfectly healthy in every way 
except that the pupil gradually contracts, and the 
_ reddish cciour fades out of the ims, leaving it a 
~ pale green. I have a Wyandotte hatched last 
year, both of whose eyes have been affected for 
“some months. Another Wyandotte has one eye 
affected. A Bilack Leghorn, which started long 
after the first Wyandotte mentioned above. had to 
be killed a month ago, as she became quite blind. 
_ One Rhode ‘pullet completes our present list.’’ 

A similar letter was received from another member 
rout. the same time, and several such cases have 
me to my notice during the past few months. 'There- 
ve, J think it is worthy of investigation, and perhaps 
ime of our members can give me some information 
the subject. 


es 


: 
yi 
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Lge FARLY HATCHING ° 


'Miss Arcles has written me as follows on this 
‘estion. We will see how completely her views differ 
om that of Mrs. Walrond :— 

me. Dear Mr. Newman,—The controversy in 
Eggs’ ‘re early-hatched pullets interests me 
_Breatly. I keep only a very small poultry farm, 
Principally for stock birds, White Wyandottes 
-and White Leghorns, and, regarding the value of 
éarly-hatched pullets I have no two opinions. 
They mature well, lay early, and lay long. It is 
4rue egos are small at first, but so are March eggs. 
‘It is 'a rare bird that lays a two ounce egg to 
‘start with, and Jays many! Certainly regard- 
Mg Wyandottes. “If the pullets moult in the 
autumn, it means November. and not four weeks, 
and after the moult they are fine breeders. I 
think it is contended by one expert that early 
birds do not attain « good size, amd eggs are 
always small. If he reads this he may say Iam 
Wrong! 


Now to prove the above statements. At this 
moment I have 17 pullets daying, hatched 
January 23rd, or within a day or two. This morn. 
ing there were seven birds in the trap, and [ 
weighed all, so it could not bea matter of 


choosing :-— 
WHITE WYANDOTTES. 
Date of Laying. No. laid to date. Weight. 
No: 3. 28rd Jumo. .¢, eee... 22 4i lbs. 
No. 4. 10th July = Sc Re Se 10 41]bs, 
No. 5. 9th July aR ne 17 4tlbs, 
No/6> 5th June ee 19 dlibs. 
No, 49: Alst? July- *-: eee. 7 43) bis. 
LEGHORNS. 
No.2 14th July j eigigt Se 14 4) bs 
No. 316th July: Sees: 5 43]bs. 


The Leghorns are going to be too large I think. 
I made up two White Wyandotte pens in the 
Autunm, 1924, of January and F ebruary batched 
pullets, alll laying 2-210z. eggs.”’ 


LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY 
SOCIETIES’ LAYING COMPETITION, 


Held at the Lancashire County Council Farm, Hutton, under the 
Supervision of Mr. C. H. Dobbin, the County Poultry Instructor. 


All the birds are now in good health, mo fresh cases of roup 
during the month. Three birds still remain in hospital more a6 
@ precaution than anything, and are being trap-nested Nine 
of the birds have laid 200 egeis or over, viz.:—W. Leghorns: Nos. 
16 4:2 1,5 odes oon oe, 97: IBTy.: 112; “W.L., 143; W.W., 37; amd fourteen 
birds have laid between 190 amid 209 eH isi. 


Tenth Month Report—25th June to 22nd July, 1925. 


_ The following are the leading positions in each section, show- 
ing number of eggs and points for the ten months :— 


Section 1. White Leghorns. Large Breeders (Three Birds).— 
R. Beesley, 575, 3148: J. Booth, 583, 3104: &, Cam, 532, 2990; A. C. 


are 536, 2884; W. Hammett, 499, 2834; R. Moon and Sons, 
524, a 


Section 2. A.0O.V. Light Breeds, Large Breeders (Three Birds). 
—O. Rawlinson, 561, 9833: Mrs. J. H. Hill, 402, 2015; J. P. Willacy, 
378, 1860; F. Lord, 388, 1798: H. Hilton, 356, 1714; W. Hamnett (one 
dead), 317, 1654. : 


Section 3. White Wyandottes, Large Breeders (Three Birds).— 
C. Bates, 531, 3014: Mirs.'S, Sefton, 499, 2578; W. Hammnett, 458, 2570; 


J. R. Dawson, 450, 2534: F. Holden, 435, 2335; P. Williamson (two 
dead), 380, 2889. 


Section 4. Heavy Breeds, Large Breeders (Three Birds) F. 
Harvey. 572. 2857; W. Weardon anid Sons, 495, 2649; 1. Edmundson, 
465. 2557; T. Braithwaite, 423, 2416; A. T. Walker (one dead), 422, 
2319; T. Barron, 425, 2302. 


Section I. Light Breeds, Small Breeders (Single Birds).—W. 
Fletcher, 180, 985; J. Stanley, 165. 980; F Wilkingon, 209, 977; G. 


aa ae. 173, 953; H. W. Makamnt, 193, 949; H. West, 


Section 2. Heavy Breeds, Small Breeders (Single Birds.)—J. 
W. Pearson, 193, 1125: D. Braithwaite, 178, 916; A. D Walton, 172, 


816; H. Hawrison, 158, 793;. ‘'T, Plumb, 159, 772; W. R. Robinson, 
132, 761. ‘ 


re 


BRIGHTON STOCK TEST REPORT. 


JUNE, 1925. 


Figures are total: first-grade eggs to date. 


R. Mummery (11 W W.), 1253; Besford Egg Farm (9 W.W.), 
1288: Countess Buxton (14 W.W.), 1836; Chisbury Poultry Farm 
(13° W.W ), 1819; E. Soames (9 R.LR.), 1356: Capt. Woodward (13 
R.1I.R.), 1979;, B  Glendeuning (5 R.I.R.), 741; Capt. Close (1% W.I..), 
1751; -Miss Allen Smith (13 W.L.), 1880; B. Scott Miller (8 W.L.), 
#198; Capt. Becket (12 W.L.),-1748; Mrs. Gibson (13 WI.), 1818: 
Chisbury Poultry Farm (10 W.L.), 1356: D. Brown (10 W.1:.), 1368: 
Major Shepherd (15 W.L.), 2050: D. W Gunston (12 W.L.), 1707: 
Dukes Poultry Farm (16 W.1L,), 2198; W. Bradbury (16 W.L.), 2342; 
Miss Ransford (15 W.L.), 2002: Mrs. Gibson (16 B.L). 2242; Dukes 
Poultry Farm (18 B.L.), 2370; Miss Allen Smith (12 B.L.), 1643. 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent _to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B,V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 

REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the §.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the §.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 


ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


H. V. (Loughborough) asks why so many of his 
Black Leghorn pullets have dark-coloured legs, and 
wishes to knaw whether this is a sign of an outcross. 
This point has been repeatedly explained in *‘ Eggs ”’ 
on many occasions. When the Bilack Leghorn was 
‘“made’’ it was definitely stated that it was quite 
impossible to breed a pure black bird with yellow legs, 
and, in spite of alll the criticism which this statement 
aroused, it hag proved to be true. The yellow leg is 
comparatively easy to breed in the eockerel, but the 
more intense the yellow the lighter is the under-colour, 
and we often get white in the flights and tails. Black 
pigment appears to be to a great extent lacking im the 
male, while in the hen there is a deficiency of yellow 
pigment, and an excess of black pigment. I do not 
think it is possible to breed a good yelllow-legged male 
with sound black plumage It is sure to be light im 
under-colour, or show white in the tails or flights, 
while in the fernale, when one sees a good yellow- 
legged specimen, the under-colour is not so dense a 
black. The dark legs then are not a sign of outeross- 
ing, but undoubtedly in mating strains of Black Leg- 
horns the Minorea was used. 


B. L. (Forest Side) wishes to buy a breeding pen of 
Wyandottes, and asks what records I would recom- 
mend. For the hens it would be best to get birds 
with records of 180-210, with winter records of not less 
than 40 eggs, and for the cockerel I should recom- 
mend one from a dam with a record of 240 eggs, and 
a winter record of 50, and he should be careful as to 
size of eee, stipulating that those of the dam from 
which the eockerel was bred, should have been 2}0zs 
In answer to his further question, if he bred from these 


August 12th, 2925. 


in early January be could use the pullets bred i 
January and early February as breeders the follow 
ing season. His best pilam would be to select ther 
on the records they made in the first eight weeks fror 
the date of laying the first egg. 


R. P. D. (Cumberland) writes to say that mamy ¢ 
his birds are suffering from diarrhoea, and that th 
combs are very dark. His mash is as follows :—Fot 
parts middlings, one biscuit meal, one maize mea 
and ione fish meai. The birds are on free range, an 
are given oats and wheat in equal parts as grain fee 
The cause of the trouble would be the excess of anim; 
food, and he is advised to eut this down to one-thir 
as even that comparatively small amount would t 
sufficient as the birds would supplement it by tl 
‘nsect life which they would find. His mash at pr 
sent is very wasteful. There is no reason to suppo 
that the quality of the fish meal is the cause of tl 
trouble. It is the excess in this case. 


‘‘Moulting’’ (Hast Yorks) being anxious to get h 
pullets through the moult early in order to obta 
winter eggs, has adopted rather drastic methods, wi 
the result that the birds are hanging in the moult. 
have always written against the starvation method 
causing the birds to drop their feathers, and as far Jag 
have been able to discover mo great advantage 
derived from it, as we do not get more winter egs 
Where such drastic methods as those adopted by 
correspondent are used, much mischief is oftem don 
the birds hanging in the moult, and frequenily tals 
a very long time to recover from it, with the rest 
that egg production suffers very materially. I sugge 
he tries the followimg firmula:—lllb. ailfabia me 
4llbs. good white middlings, 2lbs. maize meal 1 
8.G.0., 4lb. soya beam meall, and $b. fish meal, ai 
to this add six ounces of linseed meal. Shelter t 
birds from the hot sunshine, and supply them wi 
plenty of fresh green food. I woulld just here ‘ike 
point out that to expose moulting birds to the dir 
rays of a hot sun is very injurious. : 


E. G. (Newcastle) writes that he has a valuat 
Wyandotte hen, whose abdomen has become swolll 
and almost touches the ground, and the bird wadd 
about like a duck. Im other respects she looked qu 
healthy My correspondent wants to know hiow 
treat the bird. In reply to his query, this as what 
known as ‘‘down behind,’’ or a ‘brokien-down abdom 
and is due to muscular weakness. I iam afraid it t 
ease in which he can do nothing, but as a breeder 
bird will be of no use. She may remain in pert 
health amd produceieggs for some time. Insome ee 
this trouble is due to over-production, amd it see 
more commen in very highly fecund birds than 
moderate layers. Frequentily it is due to too fa 
condition. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


B. D. Tf you had read the conditions under wl 
post-mortem examinations were undertaken 
3 P.B.A. members, as published in ‘‘ Eggs,’’ 
would have seen that replies are only sent by p 
and not answered in the columns of that paper. 
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sause in the case ot the pulleb submitted — for 
examination, was internal haemorrhage from rupture 
af the liver. ‘There was a lamge bruise on the abdomi- 
gal wall immediately over the liver, showing that 
some form of external violence wag the cause of the 
rupture. 


T. O A. The post-mortem examination showed 
that the turkey was affected with both Coccidiosis 
md Chicken-pox. These are two separate and distinct 
liseases, the former being caused by the Codécidial 
parasites, the latter by am ultra visible but filtrable 
virus, the exact nature of which remains to be dis- 
sovered. Both these troubles are diseaises of chickens 
1s well as turkeys, and I should strongly advise you 
#@ remove the growing chickens you mention ag far 
way as plossible. Clean out and disinfect the houses. 
especially the floors every other day, burning the litter 
und the droppings. Dissolve one dram of powdered 
Jatechu in every three gallons of the drinking water 
‘or one month, and allow no other. Paint the pox 
‘growths’’ with carbolic acid one part; olive oil, 10 
arts, every other day. 


THE NATIONAL UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY’S EGG-LAYING 
TEST, 1924-25. 


Report for the Ninth Month—l3th June to 10th July, 1925. 


Very hot weather was experienced throughout the ninth 
nonth, with the total absence of rain, and the drought in this 
istrict. which nsually suffers from a very light rainfall, has 
vow lasted for over seven weeks, amd the runs are consequently 
rery badly burnt. 

Although no deaths occurred jas the direct result of the heat, 
t jonnd out the weakly birds, and the deaths of tem are to be 
eported Brocdiness was almost as much in evidence as during 
he previous iaonth, €15 birds im all being affected—of these 556 
vere of the heavy breeds, and 59 of the light. Moulting has 
ommenced much carlier than usual, amd is becoming very 
eneral, donbtless owing to the excessive heat. 

Ege-production under such circumstances euffered, and the 
ecords show a further decline, the average falling to 14.81 eggs 
er bird, as against the previous momth’s average of 16.75. This 
alling off was shared by all breeds, but it is interesting to note 
hat it was again least pronounced amongst the black plimaged 
irds—Black l.eghorns and Australorps both putting up averages 
@ over 17 eggs per bird. The total number of eggs collected on 
he first day of the month was 1,191, and the last day 1,069. 

There was no chamge in the leading pem in amy section. The 
ighest individual record of first-grade eggs is 207 eggs, scored 
y Major Thorne’s White Leghorn, No. 724, which has also laid 
ive secord-erade eggs, making a total of 212; and by Mr. Roland 
farrett’s Blavk Leghorn with a total of 208 eggs (cme second- 
rade). The general health of the flock is very good, and there 
Te no cases of infectious disease. 

Figures are total score to date 
«Section 1. Championship ‘Ten Pullets)—G. B. Metcalfe. Lech- 
ude, Glos., 1675: Frank Snowden, Cowling. Keighley, 1584: Leslie 
Villiams, Liss, Hamts, 1507; Miss Nellie Bell, Ightham, Kent. 1436; 
iehazd Rodwell, Nelson, liancs., 1470; G. B. Metealfe, Lechiade, 
‘los., 1465. 

Sectioa 2. White Leghorns (Five Pullets). Mrs E. A. Pallant, 
pswich. 320: Mrs. BE. M. L. Knight, Salisburv, 807: Balsham Manor 
arm, Cambridge. 802; Easton P.F., Norwich, 799: G. Keith Sim- 
ey own. Devon, 799; Miss Ruth Crawford, Lowesby, Leices- 
or , 

Section 3. Black Leghorns (Five Pullets)—Mrs. Mignon E. 
lay, Long Preston. Yorks, 794; E. Watkins, Oross-in-Hand, Sussex. 
1; The Misses Allday and Rawson, Peterboro, 767: C. L. and 

A. Thomson, Holywell, N. Wales, 764; Roland Garrett, Wheat- 
ampstead, Herts., 750: W. P. White, Colne, Lanes., 742. 

_ Section 4. Any Other Light Breed (Five Pullets).—P. K. Berry, 
arket Harboro, 791; Molassine Oo., Ltd., Twyford, Berks, 734: 

. Thompson, Alton, Hants, 699; J. E. Hughes, Ware, Herts, 
3; J. R Joy and Oo., Rotherfield, Sussex, 656; Robert West, 
hornton-le-Fylde, 628. 

Section 3. White Wyandottes (Five Pullets)—A. K. Spiers 
lexander. Roughton, Norwich, 877; G. Keith Simmons, Honiton, 
evon, 847; W. and T. Salt, Leicester, 821; J. T. Fimm, Mayfield, 
arple, Cheshire, 796; Chisbury Poultry Farm, Godalming, Surrey, 
9; Miss Hastings Irwin, Colchester, Essex, 784. 

Section 6. Rhode Island Reds (Five Pullets) —John H. Berry, 
tery St. Mary, Devon, 848; J. B. V. and W. Cummings, Carlops 
’ Penicuik, Scotland, 793; Arthur Gawthropp, Northampton, 780; 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 


Roup—Some Impressions. 
3y FRED W. WAIT. 


SES 2) AE PO a 
(Continued.) 

Swollen eyes are frequently present, and are a 
source of trouble. The cleft in the roof of the mouth 
appears to be the starting place, from which it spreads 
upwards through the head. 

On every occasion, when the bird is handled, this 
spot should be carefully examined, and amy cheesy 
matter removed with some blunt instrument, tincture 
of iodine being painted welll inside the whole of the 
cleft. Dry mash may be mistaken for cheesy deposit 
unless carefully examined. 

It is absclutely essential that the birds be enabled 
to partake of food regularly, otherwise exhaustion and 
death quickly intervenes. Im the case of fat heavy 
hens they will exist for some considerable time, but 
thin, lean hens in hard condition through heavy laying, 
quickly fall victims. 

There is no doubt that swollen eyes are in. many 
eases the preliminary cause of death. In the majority 
of cases it will be found that in the corner of the eye 
there is a hard cheesy substamice often as large as a 
pea. It is necessary that the eyelids be carefully 
manipulated, and this’ substance removed, jotherwise 
there is little hope of reducing the swelling. 

Boracie acid lotion and potassium permanganate 
may be used, but these do not appear to be very 
reliable. Fair success has been obtained with a one 
per cent. solution of Collamgol (Martindale), two drops 
being placed into the aye by means of a fountain pen 
filler. If both eyes are closed feeding becomes impos- 
sible. 

Just one word with reference to the manner in 
which roupy birds are killed. I have seen poultrymen 
break their necks just in the ordinary manner, conse- 
quently liquid or semi-liquid matter of a highly con- 
tagious mature has been squeezed from the bird’s headi 
on to the attendant’s clothes or upon the surrounding 
cround to ereate ia further spread of the disease. 
~ Tn all cases the head should be covered with a piece 
of cloth ior soft paper, which together with the bird 
should be immediately burned. One point which I 
have noticed is that once a bird is in a convalescent 
condition recovery is remarkably fast if accompanied 
with a good appetite, neither have I noticed any fur- 
ther return of the complaint, or any other weakness. 


Lady Dorothy Fraser, Leicester, 777: John Beamish, Dolgelly, 
North Wales, 769: Wilson Beaittie, Rotherthorpe, Northants, 761. 


Section 7. Sussex (Five Pullets)—Mrs. E. M. Knight, Salisbury, 
757: T Brooksbank, Hedon. E. Yorks, 723; F. Rossal-Sandford, 
Shrewsbury, 719- Mre. M. G@. Alston, Buntingford, Herts, 707; H. 
S. Godsmark, Ashford, Kent, 691; Mrs. M. B. Cowley, Abingdon, 
Beds., 680. 

Section 8. Any Other Heavy Breed (Five Pullets)—A M 
Kemp-Gee, Chesham, Bucks, 730; Mrs. M. Crookes, Upper Deal, 
Kent, 719; A. A. Plimpton, Beverley, Yorks, 719; Marchioness of 
Graham, Isle of Arran, Seotland, 711: Miss Harrison Bell, 
Welwyn, Herts, 705; W. C. Crosslamd, Sheffield, 701. 

Section 9. Members N.U.P.S. (Two Pullets)—Mrs. F. 0. Ward- 
Jackson. Kingsland, Herefordshire, 328; Samuel Hufton,. Derby, 
274; George Hampton, Chester, 269. 

Section 10. Teams of Five Pullets—Tottenham Utility Poul 
try Society. London, 625; Progress Utility. Social Club, Bury, 
Lanes, 580; Bethnal Green Utility Poultry Society, London, 577. 
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The Egg Factory. . 


By A. MORTON NANCE. 


The intensely interesting and instructive serial 
article recently running through ““ Eggs ’”’ has sug- 
gested to the writer of this article that to be im keeping 
the egg laying machine should be placed, like other 
machinery, in a factory, hence the title which I shall 
give to the structure I am about to describe. 

To meet present conditions my aim always is to 
concentrate the work of the Poultry-farmer, otherwise 
Egg Manufacturer, under one roof for two main 
reasons, easy working and cheaper construction. The 
building, when completed, will combine storage of both 
wiater and ‘the raw roaterial, with their conversion, into 
the finished article. In the first place, I will explain 
the construction of the factory by means of the follow- 
inte sketch ;:— 


Water tank, ga vanised iron. 

Water pipes, with taps fixed to 4ft. x 2ft.. uprights. 

Tine of water trough end to end and front and back. 

Tine of guttering. 

Butts. 

Short downpipe to butts. 

Floor of mixing loft. 

Perforated iron grids in floor for feeding grain—raise 
erids to hang greens 

Hopper boxes, any size mequired. 

Batten-edged economical trough, any length. 

Traps in floor which are lids to hoppers. 

Roosts, droppings+boards and trap-mesits. front to back. 

eros ae supporting tank and strengthening 
bnilding. 

Lead-flashing round edge of tank and roof. 

Line indicating tops of bins. : 

Cock and pipe to water trough. 

Scrateh lights under water troughs. 


The tank may be provided with a cover for preser- 
vation during the dry season, secured from the effects 
of storm by proper fastenings. Passage-way must be 
arranged at one end of hopper box, and nests in the 
smaller sized factories, with half wire between door. 

In the larger sizes a passage three feet wide runs 
between sections. These are more suitable for inten- 
sive farming. Alternately, if preferred, the birds may 
pe made to roost at the backs of sections, or at parti- 
tions parallel with front and back of the building. 
Draught screens should be provided at sides of roosts 
nearest the front ventilators, if placed at mght angles 
to them. 

Three feet of the partitions next the upper floor is 
wire netted for free circulation of air. 

Between the grain-feeding grids, the mixing is done 
and the mash shovelled into the hopper boxes, what 
remains being swept in with a brush which is used 
specially for this purpose. When filled, the mash in 
the hopper boxes willl last a great length of time. 

The floor of the mixing loft must be kept serupu- 
lously clean, all dust and other sweepings collected in 
suitable trays, and emptied into a dustbin for 
removal. 

Eggs when collected may be cleaned, graded and 
stored for marketing in the loft, the incubation eggs 


—— 


being separated, if breeding is being done, for trans- 
ference to the Incubator Room. , 
Dead stock may be plucked, drawn and trussed, 
and, in fact, all the practical part of the Egg Manu 
facturer’s work done here. 
The next sketch is of the elevation—back and front 
and four sides, if square in shape. 
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(a). Ventilators (outlet), either side tank. 

(b) Guttering. 

(c). Short downpipe to butts. 

(d). Lights with ventilators (imtake). ee 
(e) Wire netting or wood, for sheltered or exposed position. 
(f). Scratch lights. d 

(rz). Water trough, pipe from butt. either end. 

(h). Pulley chain and grip for storing. 

(i). Weather-hood, 


A step or rung Jadder is used for mounting to the 
loft. Thiis is casily removed and laid on its side when 
not in use. 

Ii ig now an increasingly popular idea that the ideal 
number of hens to work in one seétion is twenty-five, 
but the pilan should be varied to suit various opinions, 

Here is the floor space :— 


Another form would be 14 sections, each 9ft. x 
11ft., or 63ft. x 22ft. over all. These cabins would 
hold, in all, 400 birds, amd it is easy to multiply 
get ‘one’s requirements. : 

In the large type of factory, where lights and vel- 
tilators would be made on all sides, one could always 
keep the place well ventilated in all weathers, and the 
light would penetrate to the inside sections through 
wire netting at partitions. . 2 

As to cost, we willl assume £350 to £400 to bea 
moderate charge to house 1,000 head of poultry. The 
Ege Factory should, I think, be completed for £260 
to £300, and the saving im labour and repairs would 
tell considerably. 

The saving in time is a consideration, as the Hgg 
Manufacturer could pay attention to fruit growing, 
bee-keeping, and grow green for his stock, all of whieh 
is out of the question at present. Then one thing with 
another, season for season, will bring him nearer his 
goal of independence. 

(We recognise that the ideas put forth by Mr. Nance im his 
article are revolutionary, or, shall we say, very oniginal.  Wé 
have, therefore, published tit in the hope that our readers wil 
comment upon it, and we ask them at the same time to remem 
ber that because it is revolutionary or original, whichever tem 
they may choose to use, it is not necessarily impracticable = 
Editor) . ’ 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


. 
; By TOM NEWMAN. 


FISH MEAL AND MEAT AND BONE MEAL. 


t aa have received the following letter from Mr. W. J. 
| Golding. the well-known Buff Orpington breeder :— 


“I was very pleased to read your remarks in 
i ‘Eggs ’ last week, callling attention to the imferior 
quality of fish meallis now on the market, and I 
am sure poultry-keepews generally will greatly 
appreciate what you have done for them by giving 
this matter such prominence. 


i It is, however, hardly necessary for me to point 
| out that poultry-keepers have a very simple and 
i effective remedy in their own hands, viz., dis- 
,ccntmue to use fish meal altogether.’’ 


} 

} While I very fully appreciate Mr. Giolding’s com- 

/ ments on my remarks, I am sorry that I cannot advise 
‘my readers to follow the very simple and effective 

| remedy which he suggests. 


} 


| Fish meal is an excellent and valuable food, and 
| there is no reason why, if purchased from reputable 
manufacturers, and a llittle discretion is used, it 
should cause any trouble. 


: Ihave repeatedly piointed out in these columns that 
-an excess of «il is one of the chief causes of trouble. 
) The oil content should not exceed four per cent. 
| Tf there is an excess of oil this is easily determined 
| by placing a sample on a sheet of clean note paper. 
uit this becomes greasy then the oil is in excess, and 
| the meal should not be used. The only other trouble 
! Is excess of salt, and a guarantee should be obtained 
that this does not exceed four or five per cent. 


| If buyers would omily exercise these very ordinary 
| precaution 28, the poor samples of fish meal would soon 
be driven off the market. 
| Mr. Golding expresses a preference for a good 
quality meat ‘and bone meal. That is a matter of 
opinion, but may I jpioint out to him there are as 
) many bad samples of meat and bome meal and meat 
‘Mea: on the market ias there are fish meal. In every 
‘ease the buyer must exercise his discretion. Only 
recently I have been investigating a case where a 
bad sample of meat and bone meal caused an out- 
‘break of diarrhoea in a commercial flock, with the 
‘result that most of the birds were thrown into a 
‘moult. The most simple and effective remedy in our 
hands is tc know what every poulltry-keeper should 
tio —the difference between a good and bad sam»p!e 
‘of meal. Certainly it is time we “took: action to secure 
from the Government the prohibition of the sale of 
many of these fish meals and meat and bone meals as 
| poultry focds. 


A FORCING DIET. 


At this season of the year I get the usual number 
of letters with reference to precocious pullets. Feb. 
ruary and early March hatched pullets are beginning 
to lay, and m 90 cases out of 100 this is attributed to 
the feeding, and the question is asked: ‘‘Is the feed- 
ing too forcing? ”’ 

In, about three months’ time the tone of the letters 
will be changed. Readers will be complaining that 
pullets are late in coming into lay, and wiil ask 
whether they should add: more fish or meat meal to 
the mash. 


First, let us deal with this so-called  ‘‘ forcing 
feeding.’’ As I have so repeatedily explained, this pre- 
cocity or early matumity is a highly inheritable factor, 
and is to a great extent affected by the date of hatch- 
ing. A pullet hatched in early February will normally 
start laying at an earlier age than her sister hatched 
in early March, and the March-hatched pullet would, 
in her turn, start laying at an ear'liler age than her 
sister hatched in early April. 

The effect of the. feeding upon early production, 
except it be of a highly stimulating nature, is very 
small, and it can only have a temporary effect. If 
a bird was on the eve of laying, a stimulating mash 
might cause her to lay ia few days earlier, but nowever 
stimulating a mash may be, it coulid not cause her to 
lay a few weeks earlier. 


In watching a brood of chickens bred from one pen, 
and reared exactly under the same conditions, you 
will often find that the earliest pullet will begin to 
lay at five months cld. and you may watch them in 
the different stages, beginning some a fortnight later, 
and some even two or three months later. This 
indicates, surely, that this early production is largely 
a matter of inheritance and not one of what is com- 
monly said to be ‘“forefng feeding.”’ 


There is the question ‘as to when a diet does become 
forcing. A highly fecund piuilet will normally lay 
five or six eges a week during the flush season. The 
diet which was su‘ficient to enable her to produce her 
three or four eges a week in November, now may 
become too stimulating, and frequently from this 
cause we get sheli-less eggs amd prolapsus of the 
oviduct. 


A high percentage. of animal protein does not neces- — 


sarily constitute a fore ing diet. In the States they 
usually use at least twenty per cent. in a mash. 
Here we are content, or shiould be content, with a 
much smaller percentage which gives us equally good 
results, and is a far more economical feed. 


When commercial egg farming was first started in 
this country it was customary to use as much as 25 
per cent. of fish meal in the mash, with the result 
that the kidneys were affected, and it was quite com- 
mon to sex on many of the large commercial egg 
farms a number of birds with black-tipped combs, 
which was mistaken for liver disease. 

Now that we have modified our ideas in this respect, 
we have not only less trouble, but have certainly 
healthver birds. 


ee 


THE IMPORTANCE OF PROPER VENTILATION. 


To the Editor of “ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,--Your readers will doubtless appraise at 
its right value the importance of the article which 
appears in ‘Eggs’ of July 29th, under the above 
heading, and all. I propose to do, with your permis- 
siiom, is to devote a few remarks on the subject of the 
concluding paragraph, which reads :— 


“T expect these views will be opposed from 
many quarters. The appliance maker will not 
want to change his pet model, which he has 
exhibited at the shows for years. Neither will the 
house-owner like to realise that his exist- 
ing houses conform to no principies what- 
ever. but perhaps these serious outbreaks 

f disease will foree us to realise what the London 

cab horse owner did forty years ago.’ 


As I see it, sir, the appliance maker will have no 
option in the matter whatever. He serves the indus- 
try, and is, incidentally, in so doing reaping quite a 
good profit. As the servant, and not the master of 
the industry, he must supply the industry with what 
it requires—in other words properly ventilated houses; 
and, moreover, we have a very simple method of 
coercing any that might prove recalcitrant in this 
matter, by the Nationa! Poultry Council laying down 
what, in their opinion, constitutes the most perfect 
system of vertilation for poultry houses, and issuing 
a certificate yearly to. ail those appliance makers whose 
houses conform to this system. Readers of ‘‘ Eggs ’’ 
wanting new houses will naturally place their orders 
with those appliance makers who advertise that they 
hold this certificate in regard fo their houses. Appili- 
ance makers are no fools, and they wall very soon 
rable to it, which side their bread is buttered ; more- 
over I do not think that they want to market a badly- 
ventilated house. They are simnply marketing what 
has seemed good enough hitherto, but the S.P.B.A. 
wants something better now, and if the National Poul- 
try Council will define that want, as suggested above, 
we shall get it withoub any trouble. It is simply a 
ease of ‘““Get on or get under ’’ with the makers. 

As regards the house owner, we need not worry too 
much. If he is of the ostrich type he will bury his 
head in the sand, but af he ts wise, amd alll readers of 
“Eggs ’’ show their wisdom by that fact, he will see 
to what extent he cam improve the ventilation of his 
existing poultry houses, and in the future get houses 
with a certificate. 

I quite agree that the lean-to type of house has 
nothing. to recommend it, unless it be that it can be 
more cheaply constructed, and even then its cheapness 
is dearly bought. 

“LIGHT SUSSEX.” 


July 29th issue of 
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RABBITS. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,—I was somewhat surprised to read in 
‘“Eges,’’ that Lady Rachel Byng 
considers oak leaves should be avoided in feeding 
Angoras. 
I have found thera very useful for other breeds of 
rabbits when there has been any tendency to scours,” 
I may also say I have not found buttercups deadly 
poison. I would not actually feed them, but have nog” 
found them to do any harin among other food af 
Yours faithfully, 
M. E. ACKERLEY, 


BEE. KEEPING. 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,—In your issue of May 28th, 1924, ““Con= 
fido” made a few criticisms of the articles written by | 
Mr. Madoc. Being a novice, I wish to thank him: 
first of all for his mention of Mr. Digges, from which” 
I have gained much valuable information, and, ineis 
dentally, been saved both time and es cet = 


If this note should eatch the eye of “‘Confido’’ I 
should be glad if he could give, in reply, some further 
particulars - of his mammoth (26 frame) hives. 1 have” 
put one into use this season, built for the frames to) 
rest on the hive wails, and find it rather difficult to 
manipulate. On the other -hand, although only 
started with a cast, strengthened with brood, two 
frames on two occasions (four frames in alee and by 
spreading the brood, am enormous colony has been) 
built up, and a larger quantity of surplus honey will 
probably be taken. Such ia thing w ould hardly have 
been possible in a 11-frame hive; amd it ts this fact 
that rather induced me to try the scheme out further 
next season Any information, therefore, which your 
correspondent will! give will be very much appreciategl 
by ; 

Yours faithfully, 
ARTHUR J. RUSSELL. 


ABROPLANES AND POULTRY FARMS. 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.’’ 


ie pas LTD PUNT Y- as 


Dear Sir, . reply to “‘P.C., N.U.P.S.”’ in “Eggs” 
of July 29nd:—I have mot found any inconvenk 
ence or loss in egg yield. My farm is situate a mile 
from an aerodrome, iand ig in the direct line of the 
Croydon to Paris route ; many machines are always 
about, and there is frequent night flying. My birds’ 
are born in their midst, and, therefore, accustomed 
to them. Es 
Faithfully yours, oe 

Pp 
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THE CONDITION OF ENGLISH EGQs. 


To the Editor of ‘“‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,—I have little time for additional letters, 
ut seeing report of complaints from Smiithfield of 
vondition of eggs from English supplies, I am com- 
yelled to reply, and I can hit the nail on the head. 


T supply a large London store of high repute regu- 
aly twice a week. and often have a surplus, which I 
ither send to London (Smithfield) or Birmingham 
Smithfield), whichever firm have sent me empty 
asts. 


I now never send my own, cases, because it usually 
akes three weeks to return, and then in a damiaged 
ondition, or portion of refills missing. I did that 
nee, and that the last (others confirm this). 


|My London store return empties at once, and even 
0 as far as to enclose in case my addressed label, 
which is of course of no consequence, but I often 
se same over and over again. 


Tam often delayed in eases. The eges have to wait 

ntil the arrival of same, and often I send two or 
wee post-cards before succeeding in getting empties 
om London and Birmingham Smithfield markets. 


I understand from higgflers thiat they have the same 
mpliamt, and this trouble is increased in the flush 
sason, which easily explains the Smithfield complaint 
-eondition of English eggs. 


Both Smithfields must look to themselves, and if 
te expense of cases is not worth their outlay, what 
the remedy? I would purchase cases for this busi- 
ses, but not if they want renewing every month or 
+ (Smithfield cases are a disgrace in condition, and 
‘ke double time to repair and pack each week), J 
‘We done business with my London store for years, 
id send up to 600 dozen ja week (20 cases, 30 dozen 
(ch), and the original-cases now used for many years 
‘© nearly as good as new, and the interiors are as 
LW. 


Admitted there is negligence with the producer at 
(rtain seasons of the year, but the cases are the sole 
jason if ever any of my ages become stale. Every 
‘go my farm is cleared within every few days 
(cept when there is a delay from Birmingham or 
/mdon Smithfield with cases. 


This is my experience of many years, and whoever 
‘harrange matters to remove this complaint will do 
‘great deal in improving the reputation of the 
liglish new-laid ege. I admit, due to delay of cases, 
ly €ggs are sometimes stale, but never those sent to 
\ regular clients, who I may say test every ege, and 
receive no complaints. 


Yours truly, 
6é 5XX : > 
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The End of the Outbreaks 
of Roup. 


By T, W. TOOYEY. 


GRAMEEN 
THE CONCLUSIONS. 

The Editor has, ion my behalf, given Mr. Walmsley 
ns answer. I will leave is at than, excepé to Say, 
I Lave no reasons to be dissatisfied with the financial 
results of my poultry operatiens, and the’ losses 
incurred by the late severe cpidernic of roup and bird- 
pox, severe as they have been this year, do not affect 
the whole very much. it is difficult sometimes to 
analyse one’s own motives, ‘ais’ ai whole, for a course of 
action, but I think the riam reason for my making 
public the course of the outbreak was because I 
realised what a menace disease is to the future of the 
industry Something I had not sufficient apipre- 
ciated before, and espediallly because I had had the 
presumption to write a book on ‘‘Commercial Poultry 
Farming.’’ which had been: widely read, the third 
edition is niow running out. In this book I though 1 
had presented the subject in a somewhat rosy light, 
and that it was up to me now to show the other side 
of the picture. 

[ knew also that my own trouble was by no means 
an isolated one, that outhveaks were for very good 
reasons often hushed up, and and thas it would be a 
good thing to have one ventilated and distussed. I 
also wanted to wake up the veterinary department of 
the Ministry of Agriculture to the importance of their 
werk, an importance whien I had good reason to know 
they did not realise ; and to impress upon the National 
Poultry Parliament the mistake, in my opinion, which 
haa been committed in alllooating so smaili a portion 
of the funds of National Poultry Institute to research 
on disease, as has been done. I wag not referring to the 
department of the Poultry Commissioner, whom ! 
have the privilege to claiin as a personal friend. and 
no one knows better than I do, how anxious he is to 
promote the best interests of the Poultry Industry in 
every direction. Incideataly 1 thought perhaps [ 
might derivé’some advantage from publicity, although 
1 had had the best adviee I thought I old get, for 
my many friends had very kindly sent me from ail 
parts of the country advice off various kfnds. For 
this I again take the opportunity of thanking them 
sincerely. 

However, my articles did bring Mr. Bnain to my 
help, for which I can never sufficiently thank him, as 
his most comprehensive treatment did stamp out the 
disease in a most miracullous way in just urfdcr a 
month. 

I have been criticised because I did mot try vaicci- 
nation. I did not know much about it at the com- 
mencement.. Then I got ‘involved in a cure which 
proved a failure ; afterwards I received most conflicting 
reports,’ absolutely at issue with each other with the 
same vaccine. ‘In one I was told it was most effec- 
tive, both in curing and prevention; in another that 
it actually inoculated the bird’ with the disease it was 
intended to prevent. On the whole the ‘‘fors”’ ‘and 
“against”’ were about equal in number. 
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The vaccination of Jarge numbers of poulltry ts mot 
a thing to be lightly entered into, especially if they 
must be done twice, ior, as one of my informants said, 
three times, both the expense amd labour involved is 
considerable; still if these cure no other way, it would 
of course be far preferable to what we have. gone 
through during the last six months. Still, if Mr. 
Brain's system of flock treatment, fortnightly or sa, 
acts as the preventive, as he asserts it will, as I think 
it will, it is far preferable to any scheme of vaccination. 
Anyway, Ihave no doubt I shall have full opportunity 
of putting it to the proof during the coming winter. 

As regards the future, | have not yet classed 
myself among Mr. Walmsley’s failures, even im poul- 
try farming, which is after all the main business I am 
concerned with . 

I confess that many years of success had given me 
toc much self-assurance. That has now been corrected 
by am experience without which a poultryman’s educa- 
tion probably is not complete ; it is will the same one he 
cannot afford very often. I am now reconistructng 
the farm on smailler, but I hor on safer dines. I shall 
revert to the old plan of resting all the land at imter- 
vals; even during occupation the birds willl not be 
kept at more than 250 to the acre. 

The floor space will be increased to 4% square feet 
per bird. All food, both mash and corn, will be fed 
in the troughs. We commenced this five months ago, 
and T think egg production has been improved rather 
than otherwise thereby. Certainly it is easier to feed 
more accurately, and there is no musty corn hidden 
under the Htter. The risk of the spread of disease 
must be lessened. No other domestic animals, except 
poultry, have their food mixed with their own 
excreta. The farm is divided into three complete 
sections. Each section will be in charge off two men, 
who swill be entirely responsible for the eare of their 
own unit of 1,800 hens. They will have their own 
breeding pens, their own rearing ground, appliances 
and rear their own replacements. The facilities for 
rearing, including the land, will be separate from 
thle section in which the layers ave kept, each section 
will again be sub-divided into the three sections. In 
one will be the yearling or older hiens; im the other 
the year’s pullets will be placed, amd the other will be 
resting from October to April, both land and houses, 
and will then be ready for the pullets of the year, 
which will be moved into their permanent houses 
direct from the chicken houses. If I have made 


myself clear, it will-be seen that one-third of the lamid - 


occupied with layers will be resting each winter. The 
chickens’ ground, of course, will get, as before, six 
months’ rest yearly. The lay-out will comprise a 
paddock for the coops—48 to each pair of men; six 
chicken houses, each 60ft. longe—two ffor each pair of 
men; with quarter-acre run: to each house; six breed- 
ing pens—two for each pair of men, each pen contain- 
ing 50 hens or very early-haitched pullets and five 
cocks. These are run at only 200 to the acre, and 
each pen of birds has two grass runs to be used alter- 
nately. The rest of the liand, including that previously 
used for growing pullets, is divided into nine paididockis 
of from 8 to 4 acres each, 3 to each pair of men, 
in which the houses are on the collony system, con- 
taining flocks of 80, 100, and 160 birds. Six poultry- 


men, one’ poultryman carpenter, who will also act as 
a relief man, and one clerk in the egg-room comprise 
the staff. he old staff consisted of ten, so that 
labour charges will be increased, but the work should 
be done better—the result remains to be seen. 

The outfit, I should have mentioned, contains a 
range of houses with accommodation for 1,000 
cockerels, which will be moved into these direct 
from the chicken houses to be fattened off and sold ag 
soon as possible. 


THE SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Longhurst, HE. H. S., Rolleston Vicarage, Notts. 

Stringer,’ Miss 1., 2%, Pembroke Crescent, Hiove, Sussex. 

Kean, B., Wensleydale Stud Farm, P.O. Box AA, 
Pietermaritzburg, Natal, §, Africa, 

Barnes, Dr. H. !A., 19, New Road, Chatham, Kent. 

Thomas, EH. F., Hazelthorpe, Stalisfield, near Faversham, Kent, — 

Hamilton, Miss M. F., Pleydells, Rushlake Green, near 

Heathfield, 

Jones, G. Charlton-, Edentield P.F., Medstead, Hants. 

Bailey, Capt. G, D. (M:C.), Asheroft, Rotherfield, Sussex. 

Harvey, R. W., The Beach, Winchelsea, Sussex. 

Palmer, C. E., The Bungalow, Bux'tion Road, Buglawton, 

Congleton, 

Walker, Thomas, Marley Brow, Bingley, Youks. 
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KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH OF S.P.B.A. 


All members are inviited to visit the Poultry Fann of Mrs, 
Clay, M.B.H., The Riddings, ‘Long Preston, on Saturday, August 
15th, 1925. The journey will be made by char-a-banc, fare) 
4s. 9d., leaving The Mechanics, Denholme, ait 1.45 p.m.; Cross 
Roads, 1.55 p.m.; Cooke Lame, Keighley, 2 p.m. prompt, Mrs, 
Clay will entertaim the members to itea, ~All those who wish to 
join the party, please notify the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Wilson, 
“Minorea,’’. Denholme, Bmadford, miot later than Thursday, ; 
Aulgiust 13th. | 


| 
— ne 


MIRFIELD AND DISTRICT POULTRY-KEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
LAYING TRIALS, 1924-25. 


ET 


Tenth Monthly Report. 


: | 

The tenth monthly period-of the Test organised by the aboye 
closed: on-2nd August. The health of the flock is good There. 
iis a coukiderable decrease im egg production owing to broodiness 
jim the heavy sections: also several of ‘the birds are tim moult. 


Only two birds have laid over 20 eggs during the month. | 
SUMMARY OF LEADING PENS. | 
White Leghorn, Pen Section, (Three Birds).—Mr. N. Firth, 78 
pts.; Ledgard and Brown, 340; Mr. EH. G. Ermen, 335. | 
A.O.V. Light Pen Section, (Two Biirds)—Davey and Sons, 249; 
Mr .H. Poole, 197; Davey and Sons, 172. 2 


White Wyandotte Pen Section. (Three Birds) —Mr. E. G. ¥.) 
Ermen, 342: Mr. R. Scott, 333; Mr. A. Blackburn, 286 


A.O.V. Heavy Pen Section. (Three Birds).—Mr. W. Horsley. 
446; Mr. P. Furness, 421; Mr. T. E. Burnett, 334, 


| 
White Leghorn. (Single Birds)—Mr. A. Blackburn, 155; Mr 
W: Horsley, i155; Ledgard and Brown, 152 | 


| 
A.O.V. Light. (Single Bird)—Sykes Bros., 125; Mr. F. Elmou?,, 
104; Ledgard and Brown, 90. 


White Wyandotte. (Single Brd)—Mr H. Crowther, 146; Mr. 
C. Whiteley, 132; Mr A. Blackburn, 132. 


ALO.V. Heavy. (Single Bird) —Mr. E Saxton, 127; Mr. & Ee 
Burnett, 126; Mr. A. Sykes. 112, 
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The Harper-Adams’ 


Conference. 
GREER Saal EES eS 


If Professor Thompson is not pleased at the 
success of the Ninth Annual Poultry Conference, 
veld at Harper-Adams’ College,’ it can only be 
jecause he is very difficult to please. It was in 
very way a success. Ihe papers were excellent, 
the discussions keen, and the interest was main- 
ained throughout. 

The Conference is, of course, the great event 
yf the year to which we all look forward. Apart 
Tom its value as a Conference, there 1s great 
wWeasure in renewing old acquaintances and argu- 
ng over those problems which many of us hope, 
yut do not always expect, to solve. 

There was a large attendance, and while a great 
aumber of those present had attended the ich: 
erence for several years past, an equally large 
vumber had made their first appearance. 

The arrangements were in every way excellent, 
ind we have only one little grouse to make, or 
dethaps it would be wiser to say, a suggestion. 
fis, that those responsible for the arrangements 
vill, in future years, allow considerably more time 
0 be given for discussions of the papers. With 
ill due deference to those who read the papers, 
ind with the fullest acknowledgment of their 
‘xcellence, we feel we are only expressing the 
pinion of the great majority of those present 
vhen we say that in one or two cases they might 
lave been a little more concise. 

Again, we think it is a mistake to attempt to 
rowd three papers into a morning or afternoon 
ession. On the Wednesday morning two very 
fateresting and instructive papers were read by 
'rofessor Willard C. Thompson and Mr. W. B. 
(hompson, B.Sc. There were many of us present 
vho wished to take part in the «discussion, tut 
vere unable to do soon account of the very limited 
ime allowed. Long experience tells us that the 
fast majority of those who attend a conference 
ta lecture most thoroughly enjoy, and probably 
arn, a great deal more from the questions asked, 
‘tr discussions on the paper, than from the actual 
aper itself. This in no way reflects upon the 
2cturer, for no man can, in the course of ‘a short 
aper, cover the whole of his subject, and. very 
requently a question may draw from him the 
formation which he himself wished to convey. 

The proceedings were opened on the Wednesday 
fiernoon, when Dr. Crowther welcomed those 
‘Fesent on behalf of the governors of the college; 
nd gave a short address— on ‘ The Grow:ng 
‘ignificance of the Poultry Industry.’’ Director 
/illard C. Thompson followed with a paper on 

‘The Programme of the National Poultry 
stitute,’ which was listened to with attention 
ad interest. 


After tea a visit was paid to the site of the 
National Poultry Institute Experimental Farm. 
The party was conducted by Professor Thompson, 

who explained everything for their benefit. At 
this stage it would be far too early to make any 
comment on what is being done, and our readers 
will find all the information they need at present 
in Professor Thompson’s paper, which we shall 
publ.sh.im -an_ early - issue. 

Everyone present was ‘greatly looking forward 
to the address on ‘‘ The Practical Significance of 
oe linked Inheritance in Poultry Breeding,” by 

Crew. Dr. Crew’s wonderful power in making 
a 7 difficult and technical subject profoundly interest- 
ing 1s well known to those who have attended pre- 
vious conferences, and for one and a half hours 
he held Ins audience completely, while he lucidly 
explained his subject, and later on discussed the 
econom:.c significance of sex-linked inheritance. 
No wonder there was a very enthusiastic response 
to the resolution of thanks. 

An interesting discussion followed. There 
seemed to be a diversity of opinion as to the 
economic value of sex-lnked inheritance, and the 
question was put as to its possible value to the 
general farmer. Dr. Crew warned those present, 
and more especially appealed to the leaders and 
teachers in the industry, to impress upon those 
engaged in it, the necessity of stopping at the 
first cross. On this point we propose to offer no 
observations at present. The matter is one of 
extreme importance, as our readers are aware 
they have always looked upon this cross-breeding 
as a retrograde step, and already we find pedigree 
breeders are expressing uneasiness as to the effect 
upon the future of the poultry stock in this country. 
For the present we leave it at that. 

On Thursday morning Mr. H. Howes presided, 
and a most interesting paper by Professor Willard 
C. Thompson on “ In-shell Mortal Cause of 
Serious Losses Annually,’ was listened to with 
close attention. his was followed by a really 
excellent. paper by Mr. W. B. Thompson, B.Sc., 
cn ‘‘Methods and Practices of Artificial Incu- 
bation which will tend to Increase Efficient 
Hatches.’”’ We repeat, it was a very great myzs- 
take that in two such important papers as these 
discussion should have been limited to such a very 
short time. 

Following this Mr. Jonathan Collinson read a 
paper on “ The Care and Management of Baby 
Chicks through their First Six Weeks.”’ 

After lunch papers were read by Mr. George 
Atkinson, M.R.C.V.S., on  ‘‘ Coccidiosis—Its 
Cause, Treatment, and Control’’; Capt. Doyle, 
F_R.C.V.S.,. on ‘Recent Developments in the 
Bacillary White Diarrhoea Investigations ’’; and 
Major Saunders, M.R.C.V. S., on, ‘* The Cais: 
and Significance of Normal Mortality in the Lay- 
ng Flock.” 

There is no doubt as to the interest aroused in 
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In-Shell Mortality—A 


Cause of Serious Losses 
Annually. 


By WILLARD C. THOMPSON, B.Sc., 
Director, National. Institute of Poultry Husbandry. 
ee 


I approach the subject of In-shell Mortality with a 
full appreciation of the extreme importance of the 
subject, and also with a realisation of the difficulty of 
handling it adequately. There is perhaps no one factor 
in modern poultry keeping which rises as a limiting 
factor more continuously and more seriously than 
the percentage of mortality which occurs in eggs dur- 
ing the period of incubation. 

As you will undoubtedly expect me to speak at this 
time primarily from my several yeams’ experience in 
America and contact with the scientific work done on 
that side of the water, I shall go chiefly to a few 
American Poultry Husbandry Investigators who have 
been attempting a sclution of this very question of 
In-shell Mortality. In my mind, Dr. L. C. Dunn, 
graduate of Harvard University, working at the Con- 
necticut Experiment Station at Storrs, has given us 
the best suggestions to date on possible causes of 
in-shell mortality, or factors thiat affect hatchability 
of eggs. It is to his work that I would draw. your 
attention during the majority of this paper. I shall 
also refer to a worth-while suggestion made by Mr. 
Sanctuary while engaged at the Massachusetts Agri- 
cultural College, and to one from Dr. F R. Beaudette, 
Poultry Pathologist at the New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station. 

One must recognise first of alll that among the 
severa! factors that operate to reduce the number of 
chicks hatched from a given number of eggs set is 
the factor of infertility. According to Dunn, and I 
think we can generally agree with him on this point, 
the usual cause of intertility is a problem in animal 
behaviour, and is not usually traceable to physiological 
causes Average strong, welll-bred, properly — fed, 
lighted and exercised hens lay potentiailly fertile eggs. 
If they are mated with strong healthy vigorous mail 
birds comparatively high fertility should be expected. 
Severe climatic conditions will sometimes ‘cause at 
least temporary lowering of fertility, because of the 
lessened activity of the breeding stock due to such 
climatic conditions. Dunn believes ‘‘ that infertility 
in general is almost certainly mot ian inherited trait, 
and shows no correlation with hatchability proper, nor 
with other commonlly measured traits of fowls, such as 
egg production.’’ It is this point that I would 
especially emphasise, because from time to time I have 
had it suggested to me that low fertility was ‘appia- 
rently transmitted from one gemeration to the next. 
I have had some instances come under my observation 
in which persistent low fertility was apparently due 
to some other factor than environmental conditions. 
One ease in particular, that of a White Orpington 
flock in New Jersey, was called to the attention of 
Dr. Beaudette and myself, because the owner had 
been unable to secure more than a very low fertility 


| during two or three successive seasons. This occunred 


in spite of a generall care and management, which 
any of us would be quite willing to describe as 4s 
near perfection as we might know how tc dictate, 
During the spring of 1924 several experiments in the 
feeding of Cod Liver Oil and other vitamin-bearing 
materials were carried out on that flock with enieourag- 
ing, but not wholly satisfactory results. During the 
present spring I am informed by my former colleague, 
Dr. Beaudette, that further experiments on that same 
flock are being tried, this time using certain prepara: 
tions of glandular cxtracts. A recent letter written at 
the close of ithe hatching season points to rather 
phenomenally satisfactory results. I mention this m 
this place to indicate that even if we pass over the 
factor of low fertility as beimg a not too serious one im 
determining final costs of chiickis, we must not leave it 
entirely without thought. Is it not possible that im 
our experimentation we may accidentally, or other. 
wise, stumble across some information which — willl 
help us to keep the percentage of infertility low, and 
at thie same {ime assist in maising the percentage of 
hatchability. 

The incubator and its management is no doubt a 
factor that has .a real and important bearing upon: the 
percentage of hatchabillity, but under what we usually 
call good imcubation management, we are apt to find 
a deplorably low percentage of hatchability among the 
fertile eges remaining im the incubator. Pearl, 
Lamson, Card, Dunn, and others, have stated that all 
eges are not equally hatchable, because they are pro 
duced by mothers which are unequal im their ability 
to protluce hatchable eggs. Abundant evidence has 
been gathered both on private poultry farms and’ at 


THE HARPER-ADAMS’ CONFERENCE. 
(Continued. ) 
all questions connected with disease at the pre 
sent. moment. Both Capt. Doyle’s and Mr. 
Atkinson’s papers will be published in these 
columns. 

It was not to be expected that they would be m 
a position just now to give us much further in- 
formation, but when investigations have been 
carried further, we may hope that in time they 
may be able to do so. 

All three papers were, however, of great value, 
and Major Saunders greatly pleased his audrence 
with the manner in which he dealt with his sulbject. 

On Thursday evening an informal discussion took 
place on Roup and many other subjects. Un 
fortunately we were unable to stay for the Friday. 
Professor W. Thompson’s article on ‘‘ Practical 
Ration Making—Principles and Practices,’’ how- 
ever, will appear in our next week’s issue, and 
we hope to be able to give a full report of all the 
cther papers. 

We would only like, in conclusion, to heartily 
congratulate Professor Thompson and Dr 
Crowther on the success of the Conference, and f¢ 
express great appreciation of the kindness ane 
consideration which made it so enjoyable to al 
those who were happy enough to take part in ib 
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experiment stations where trap-nesbing and pedigree 
hatching has been practised to the effect that a hen 
jmay be described as either a good:or poor hatcher, 
perhaps just as accurately as she may be described as 
either a good or poor layer, and, moreover, that hatel- 
vabihty, like egg production, is a constant character 
of that -hen, persisting through her several mating 
seasons. This would indicate that probably hatch- 
ability is inherited. Hays and Sanborn, at Massa- 
iehussetts, have given it as their opinion that high 
hatching quality is inherited in a simple manner as a 
‘single Mendelian unit. That statement was recently 
made, and, so far as I know, a full report containing 
yproof is not yet available to the public. The state- 
‘ment, however, is truly ian important one. Some in- 
jvestigators will differ materially with Hays and San- 
‘born. Mr. Dunn, I believe, is one of those who is 
imelined to the belief that high hatchability, while it 
may he inherited true enough, is quite complex in its 
‘inheritance rather than simple. If we examine ex- 
yperimmental work »n this subject we will find that 
‘several statements would appear to be true. 

(1) Individual hens differ considerably in hatching 
quality, ranging from as liow as 10 per cent. to the 
high efficiency of 100 per cent. In my own experience 
‘with the hatching of pedigree aggs this has appeared 
‘again and again to be true. 

| (2) Hatching quality is inherited. Many reports 
‘have mentioned study of hatchability of eggs produced 
‘by daughters as compared with the hatchability of 
eggs produced by the mothers. In several instances, 
‘at least, a small correlation between the two would 
give us some grounds for feeling that if we selected 
‘breeders whose mothers upheld a reputation for high 
thatchability, we would eventually secure an increased 
‘rate of hatchability on the average. . 

(8) Tusufficient evidence has been presented to prove 
‘that it is possible to establish families or strains of 
fowls for which it may be claimed that a high rate 
‘of hatchability is a distinet and marked characteristic ; 
‘in other words, it is necessary to prove that high 
hatchability, or for that matter, low hatch albility, 
breeds true, generation after generation. Thie posisi- 
‘bility. however, contained in this suggestion is one of 
great significance »nd importance. 

(4) Dunn, as well as Cole and Halpin, in indepen- 
‘dent experiments, feels that it is safe to «accept the 
‘fact that close in-breeding usually results im a pro- 
‘gressive decrease in the hatching quality of eggs. 
Dunn reports that in his experiments ‘‘the hatchabilit,y 
‘of eggs fell from an average of about 75 per cent. 
‘before in-breeding to a little more than 20 per cent. 
‘after three generations after brother-gister matings.’ 
‘The reverse is usuailly true, that out-crossing or out- 
‘breeding, which means matings between © unrelated 
‘parents, often show an increase in hatching quality. 

| Dunn has asked and answered four questions which 
IT feel sure will interest you, and add something to 
our knowledge on this subject. 

(1) Are differences in hatching quality between hens 
due to differences in the environment—that is, feeding, 
‘housing, etc., of the mothers? In arriving at an 
janswer to that question data was gathered ais to diffe- 
‘Tenees in hatching quality among hens which were 
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under identical managerial conditions, and then again, 
when such hens were placed under varying eoniditions. 
In general it was found that differences in the hatch- 
ability persisted, even though environmental condi- 
tions changed. In other words there was evidence to 
support the feeling that certain hens might always 
produce a higher percentage of hatchability in their 
egos than others, in spite of varying environmental con- 
ditions ; however it was found that two environmental! 
factors, at least, did often affect hatchability. In the 
first instanee, the eggs of fowls on free ramge hatch 
better than those of fowls closely confined to houses, 
and, therefore, placed under more tntensiveliy artificial 
surroundings. I venture to suggest that this experi- 
ence has been multiplied hundreds of times by prac- 
tical poultry breeders, and tthat we can all agree that 
it is probably true. In the second instance it was 
found that the addition of green food to the ration 
aiven to breeding stock resulted in better hatchapbility. 
Wisconsin, Kansas, New Jersey, anid other poultry 
experimental departments, have suggested that the 
vitamin content (probably the fat soluble A.) of the 
green food might explain’much. Hughes, of Kansas, 
has allso pointed out ithat subjection of breeders to 
direct sunlight has ia. similarly beneficial effect on 
hatchability. It must tbe observed, however, that 
when all ‘the hens in a flock are subjected to these 
better conditions of environment and the beneficial 
effect of free range. green food, and sunilight, are pro- 
duced on alli hens, the thens originally called high 
hatchers inight ‘become, under such dpniditions of 
environment even better hatchers, while the poor 
hatchers might be considerably improved. In other 
words, while we may be able ito increase hattchability 
by allowing our breeders free range, green food, and 
sunlight, we cannot do away with the probability that 
there is a huge difference between the hens in our 
breeding pens as to hatching quality. 


(2) Are differences im hatching quality due to diffe- 
rences in the constitutional vigour of the mothers? It 
has been repeated again and again that if poultrymen 
would only give due attention to the selection of their 
breeding stock for robust vigorous constitution, that 
they would thereby select hens which would ptroduce 
higher hatchability of eggs and chicks. It is impor- 
tant that breeding ‘stock shoulid be vigorous and 
strong, and’ it is probably true that if the breeding 
stock is motably weak that the chicks will have a diff- 
culty in finding their way out of the shells, but it 
remains that when careful record is kept of hens, all 
of which might reasonably pass the ordinary examina- 
tion for health and vigour, very noticeable differences 
are to be found, . as there wall be high hatchers and 
low thatchers in the group. I think it is sate tio say 
that we must automatically and regularly select our 
breeding stock for health and vigour, but we must not 
feel that by so doing we are emsurinig a high percen- 
tage of hatechability. 


(3) Are tne differences due to differences in egg 
production of the mothers? This question raises an 
important point upon which many poultrymen have 
offered discussion. in ithe past. It is frequently held 
that high record hens usuallly will not produce a high 
percentage of hatchability when their eggs are used 
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in subsequent breeding seasons. Dunn, whose re- 
search into this question has been perhaps more com- 
plete than any other yet, states that he has found 
no correlation between egg production and hartch- 
ability. This would indicate that when the eggs of 
high-producing hens fail to hateh, it has been a 
matter of coincidence rather tham cause and effect. In 
my own observations at the New Jersey Experiment 
Station I found essentially the same results, and, 
therefore, @an agree with Dr. Dunn in this particular. 
The full ahd complete answer to this question is impor- 
tant. If it is true that we cannot expect even a 
reasonably good haitchabillity from our high egg record 
hens, is it not possible then that we must hold back 
in our efforts to run the average egg production per 
hen per year to any of the high figures which we have 
been having in mind in recent years? If, on the other 
hand, we find it to be true that there is no correlation 
between egg production and lhatchability, does it not 
give encouragement toe the poultry breeder to continue 
in his efforts to secure a high average egg production 
per year per hen, providing he maintains the bodily 
strength iand vigour of thie hens? 

(4) Are the differences caused by differences in the 
kinds of eggs laid by the high and low hatch mothets. 
One might spend considerable time in iamswering this 
question, because the data at hand is conflicting in 
points. I think we may sum up the situation. by 
saying that the average size of ege and the average 
shape of egg makes it possible for.the develop-d 
embryonic chicks to make their way out of the shell 
at the close of the incubation period, but that abnormal 
size or shape would ttend to mais the process of leaving 
the shell more difficult. The same thing might be said 
of the shell texture; that tis, normal shell texture is 
required for best hatching results. 

At this point I would call aittention to the sugges- 
tions of Sanctuary, who during the suecessive seasons, 
1922, 1923, and 1924,~ made eareful and detailed 
examination of the chicks which failed to hatch, and 
which apparently died ‘some time after the 18th da 
of development in the shell. In all, something like 
1,500 such unhatched chicks were examined. I[¢ is 
interesting and important to know that im that 
examination a rather large percentage of. chicks were 
found in abnormal position.. Of 73 embryos examined 
in 1922, 72 per cent. were abnormal in position, so 
that if was entirely impossible for the fully-developed 
chick to get out of the shell. In 1923, out of 1,163 
unhatched chicks, 52 per cent. were found to be 
abnormal, and durmg the spring of 1924 46 per cent. 
of the 264 chicks examined were abnormal in position 
within the egg. Three major malpositions were noted, 
the most frequent ome fbeing that of the ‘head exten- 
ded toward the rear down the ventral side of the body, 
and hetween the thighs. It should be notted here that 
the normal position of the fully-developed chick 
within the shell is with the head bent to the right, the 
beak at a point near the end of the air cell line im 
the large end of the egg, with the feet nearly opposite 
it. he mailposition,of second importance in occurrence, 
was a completely reverse position of a chick with its 
head in the small end of the egg. Im the third mal- 
position the head was turned fo the left instead of the 
right, otherwise normal <A further important observa- 


tion 1nade by Sanctuary was to the effect that in the 
study of unhatched chicks from the pedigree eggs af 
a strain of Rhode Island Reds which had been selected 
each year for high hatchalbility tendency gave some 
indication. that the percentage of abnormal embryos 
was. slowly, though eontinuallly, reduced ‘by that 
selection process. He further suggests that while it 
is possible that the position of the embryo within the 


shell may be influenced by the manipulation or the 


handling of the eggs during the period of incubation, 
all his observations thus far have been negative. 


(To be Continued). 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES—Continued. 


F. W. (Rhonda) writes that he has. some 
Barnevelders, hatched April, 1924; they did not 
come on very well, and about two months ago 
he killed two off because they were going hght, 
and seemed to be half dead. Now he has two 
more going the same way, and he would be glad 
it I would tell him what to do. If these birds are 
going light it may be due to one or two causes, 
and as my correspondent says they did not come 
on very well there may have been iherited 
trouble, or it may have been due to his methods 
of rearing. There is just the possibility of their 
being tubercular. © Under the circumstances, & 
should endeavour to put them on to fresh ground, 
keep them in well-ventilated houses, perfectly 
clean, giving good nourishing food, and it would 
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be advisable to add two teaspoonfuls of cod liver 


oil to every pound of the mash. This treatment. 


may be effective, but the wisdom of attempting 
to treat such birds I very much doubt. If ‘‘ F.W.” 
would write to me and send me more particulars 
as to how he is keeping his birds, size, etc., of 
his runs, I might be able to help him more 
effectively. 


———— aie 


MEMBERSHIP. OF THE S.P.B.A. 


—_—— 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A. 
This idea is quite incorrect. .The.S.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,o00-hen farm to the intensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
with it many advantages, namely : Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many other 
advantages too numerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The _ Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Horsham, Sussex. The financial year begins om 
1st September. | 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7th, 1925, 


yer cwt., while imported has a dearer tendency, No. 1 Manitoba 
md Argentine now averaging 14s. 7d. and 13s. 9d. per cwt. 


‘eek, 

Bran is in moderate request, but at Liverpool, Owing- to 
tarcity, quotations have advanced from £7 to £7 5s. 
oarse middlings are in demand 
ristol and Hull, the average qu 
leals are firm and maize meal has again advanced, and at an 
verage of £11 17s. per ton is 13s. dearer than a month ago. 
‘ileakes generally are in quiet request at unchanged prices. 
| MILLERS: OFFALS —Bran (British) : Bristol, £7 12s: Hull, 
6 178; Liverpool, £7 5s; London, £7 2s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 


Imported): 


(Imported) : Bristol, 
Rice Bran: 
\ristol, £7 17s: Liverpool, £7 7s. MEAL.—\Barley Meal: Bristol, 
12: Hull, £11 13s; London, £12 5s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £12 7s; 
jull, £11 8s; Liverpool, £11 17s: London, £11 15s. Maize Meal 
. African): Bristol, £11; Hull, £9 10s; London, £10. Maize Germ 
eal: Bristol, £11; Hull, £10 6s: London, £9 15s. Maize Gluten 
ed: Bristol, £11 10s; London, #10. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, 
) 15s; Hull, £9 10s; Liverpool, £9 10s; London, £9 15s, Bean 
eal: Bristol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 18s; London, £13. Fish Meal: 
‘istol, £20 10s; Hull, £20; Liverpool, £19 10s; London, £20 10s. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


I the whole and rather 
gher prices are quoted for most descriptions. A moderate 


quiry for dead poultry at London has led to firmer rates, 
it little change is reported at other centres, 

Week-end prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 17s 6d, 143 3d; Irish, 
3 3d, 14s 9q; Danish, 16s Od, 15s 6d; Dutch, 16s 9d, 153 9d: 
vench, 14s 9d, 14s Od; Belgian, 15s 6d, 148 6d; Italian, 14s 64d, 
3 6d; Lithuanian, 13s 6d, 12s 6d; Chinese, 125 3d, 10s 9d; 
ssian, 12s 3d, 11s 6d. 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 9d, 1s 
| 5d, 1s 3d; Others, is 8d, 1s 3d. Ducks, ig 4d, 1g 


EG@e@s. 


| Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 5d; Second, 2g 3d, Birmingham: 
jst, 1s 73d: Second, 1s 6d, Bridgwater: First, 2s 3d; Second, 
/ 10d. Chelmsford: First, 2s 13d; Second, is 114d. Colchester: 
ifst, 23 Od: Second, is 9d. Doneaster : First, 2s 0d: Second, 
110d. Dorchester: First, 23 4d: Second, 2s 2d. Exeter: First, 
} 10d. Hereford: First, is 7d. King’s Lynn: First, 1s 7d. 
20nd, 1s 5d. Llandilo: First, 1s 7d: Second, 1s 6d. Mold: First, 
a Second, is 9q. Newport (Mon.): First, 1g 9d; Second, 
] 


5d; Irish, 
Od. 


8d. Norwich: First, 1s &d: Second, is 6d. Oswestry: First, 
10d. Penzance: First, 1s 9d: Second, 1s 8d. Saffron Walden: 
‘st, 2s Odd: Second, 1s 93d. St. Ives (Hunts) : First, 1s 83d; 
S:ond, 1s 73d. Salisbury : First. 1s 93d; Seeond, is 9d. Skipton: 
l'st, 1s 94 Truro: .First, 1s 9d: Second, is 8d. Welshpool: 
l'st, 1s 10d; Second, is 7d. *Carlisle: First, 1s 1id. *Derby: 
Ist. 4s° 10d. *Tpswich: First, 2s 0d: Second, 1s 6d. *Lincoln- 
l'st, 1s 10d. *Shrewsbury: First, 2s Od; Second; 1s id. *York: 
l'st, 1s 10d: Second, 1g 9d. : 


FOWLS. 


Per Ib.—Birmingham.:- First, 1g 4d: Second, 8d. Doncaster: 
Ist, 443 6d: Second, t4s 0d. Exeter. First, 1s 4d. Hereford. 
Hist 1s 6d. Tlandilo: First, 1s 9d: Second, 1s 7d. Newport 
.): First. 1s 9d: Second, is 4d. Truro: First, 1s 5d. Welsh- 
Cl, First, 1s 6d; Second, ts 4d. *Derby: First, +55 0d; Second, 
6d. *Ipswich: First. 1s 8d: Second. is 6d. *Lincoln: - First, 
| 0d; Second, 35 6d. *York: First, f4s 9d; Seeond, 4s 0d 
DUCKS 

Per Ib—Birmingham: First, 1s 4d; Second, ts 
48t, 448 6d: Second, t4s Od. Exeter: First. 4. 3d. Hereford: 
‘st, 1s $di. Llandilo: First, 1s 8d: Second, is 6d. Truro: First, 
‘4d. Welshpool: First, 15 4q: Second, is 2d. *Derby: First, 
: Od; Second, t4s 0d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 5d. 

{At these markets the prices quoted are for 
lers direct to consumers. At other markets pri 
‘1 to producers by retailers, + Per head. 


2d. Doncaster: 


sales by pro- 
ces are those 
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NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of 
‘ Eggs,’’ it Is imperative that new advertisements 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST ON 
FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday’s Issue, It is hardly neces- 
sary to add that the earlier in the week we receive 
copy the better it is for everyone concerned, 


PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THR FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK'S ISSUE 


Classified Advertisemeats. 
(PREPAID RATES). 
id. per word—minimum charge, is 0d. Bold 


headlines inserted at an extra charge per 
ingertion according to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra 9d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, od * 1s. 


DAY-OLD CHICKS ,, ,, 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table will be of assist- 
ance :— : 
9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
1/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 

When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 

Insertion constitutes aeknowledgment of 

remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted. 
Advertisements must be distinctly 


marked with the Heading under which 
they are to appear. 

Advertisements must be written on a 
separate sheet of paper, and one side 
of the paper only. 

Name and Address to be counted. In the 


case of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘“ Box,” ‘ Eggs,” 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, S8.E.16, to be counted as 
eight words, i.e, making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (18. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 

Advertisements must reach this office 

\ FIRST POST FRIDAYS 
for insertion in the follewing Wednesday’ 
issue. Those received after this time wi 
be inserted in the next issue. 


Displayed Advertisements. 


Ordinary Page, £8 15s. 6d.; Half Page, 
£4 7s. $d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d.; One 
Column, £2 18s. 6d.; Half Oolumn, £1 $s. 3d.; 
Quarter Column, l4s. 6d. One inch, 6s. 6d. 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Cover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounts for Series 
Fav Seale of Advertising Rates on applica- 
10n, 


Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H. 
BURLES, “EGGS,” 94, FARNCOMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16, MUST REACH 
''S BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 


for insertion in following issue. Those 
received later will be inserted in the next 
issue. 


A DEPOSIT SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use of same. When remiitin 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the ful 
amount of purchase money should be sent, 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of same. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 
ak direct to The Beeches, Kadgwiok, 
TAKexX, 
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FORTHCOMING EVENT 


CLITHEROE «ND DISTRICT 
UTILITY AND FANCIERS’ POULTRY 
SOCIETY. 

STX MONTHS’ SINGLE BIRD LAYING 
THST, in Three Sections—Light, Heavy and 
Cro3—to be held at HENTHORN POUL- 
TRY FARM, CLITHEROE, under the Super- 
vision of Mr: A. W. WOODFORD. 
OVER £50 IN PRIZES, FOUR CHAL- 

LENGE CUPS, and MEDAIS. 

‘PEST COMMENCES OCTOBER 10th 
ENTRIES CLOSE SEPTEMBER 12th. 

Entries 5s. per bird. Bird returned to 
Owner at end of Test. 

Forms and Particulars from the Secre- 
tary, A. HALLOWS, 7, @eorge St., Clitheroe 


EGGS. 


August 12th, 19% 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 


Guinea Fowl Eggs for sitting, 8s. 6d. per 
dozen —John Taylor, The Fields, Stapleford, 
near Nottingham. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A, U.D.C., 
Longwick P.¥., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.I Reds, Eggs, Chicks, and Stock Birds. 
List free: Satisfaction imsisted on. (See 
under Ducks and Drakes also). 

LSM REI FO AE ht ah te Se rn SOLER ROSES Mt Bi EE SINE I 


ECGS AND CHICKS. 


FOR SALE. 


Guinea Fowl Chicks, from 1-6 weeks old, 
from 1s. each; also Eggs, 5s. dozen —Bow- 
den (see Angoras). 

em Re I LEN TT a ETS 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


Great Franshim Poultry Farm, Dereham, 
Norfolk. First Cross Pullets available; 
three months old, 5s. 6d.; four months old, 
Ys. each; carriage paid; cash with order. 
pues gladly refunded if not amply satis- 
ed. 


R.I.. Pullets, February hatched, Arthur 
Snowden’s.—Apply, R.Chamnom, Farway, 
Colyton, Devon 


1925 PURE-BRED PULLETS. 
Four, Five, and Six Months old; 10s. 6d, 
19s. 6d.. amd 15s. each. 

RHODE ISLAND REDS. 
Mrs. A. J. Moore’s large egg strain. 
BUFF ROCKS, 
Splendid layers of large eggs. 
WHITE WYANDOTTES, 

Full details on application, Carriage paid 
On approval 

R. S, KEEP, 
EAST BUDLEIGH, 
DEYON. 


Ful-O-Pep Laying Mash 
and 


Ful-O-Pep Growing Mash 


are renowned the world over 
for producing profitable poultry. 


Write for the revised edition of the Ful-O- 
Pep Handy Monthly Guide — the most 
valuable book on Incubation, Rearing and 
* Poultry Husbandry. This book has detailed 
suggestions for every month in the year. 
Also 12 monthly egg charts for you to record 
your eggs. Sent sree and postage paid. 


Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 
Quaker Oats Ltd., 11 Finsbury Square, E.C.2 
na! 


POULTRY MASHES 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


4925 Hatched R.I.R. Pullets, Own. 
ley-Boucher; February, March and 
April; all from trap-nested dams;.h 
tul, well-developed birds. Price t 
2is. each. ‘Ten years’ continuous 
nesting-—Mrs. Worsam, Pyreroft J 
Chertsey. 


Ten. Leghorn R.IR. Pullets, March 
hatched; 5s. 6d. each; carriage paid 
proval.—Wm. Howard, Fransham, 
ham, Norfolk. 


1925 Crop of Pullets amd Cockere 
sale; all varieties; also imported _/ 
can Mammoth Bronze Turkeys.—Pe 
lars from Mill Poultry Farm, Hales 


Light Sussex Pullets; January, 
ruary, March hatched; Rothschild 
Cook’s strain; 10s. 6d., 8s. 6d.; ca 
pec. —Cornes, Woodnesboro, Sam 
ent. 


Twelve White Wyandotte and 40 
Leghorns, all hatched April, 1925; 
trap-nested stock, with high re 
price its. each. Appro. with depos 
Carlton, Horneastle, Lincs. 


Three Boucher direct Pulletis; 
direct from Boucher’s 312-egg hen, 
£3 53—Miss Robertson, Withington 
tory, Glos. 


Bighty R.LR. Pullets, January, Feb 
March hatched; sire direct from Bou 
312-egg hen; 10s. 6d each, Six R.I.R 
lets, 1924, 7s. 6d. each.—Miss Robe 
Withington Rectory, Glos. 


1925 PULLETS, ALL FROM 20z. +1 
Utility White Leghorn Pullets, 
nested stock; only 20z. eggs incu 
from 10s. 6d. each. Individually ped 
from hens who laid over 200 20z. eg 
their pullet year; 35s.—Champions 
Beaminster, Dorset. ; 


Four Splendid Barnevelder J 
(Walker-Middelman); 5 months; lay 
50s. Breeding Pen, 10 Hens, Cock; | 
each; carriage paid. Approval, [ 
Idenden, Baughurst, Basingstoke. 


Pullets and COockerels. Light ¢ 
Rhode I. Reds. White Wyandottes 
Black Australorps, from 7s. 6d. 
Munday, Mersham, Kent. 


Genuine Breeding Stock, brothers | 
Rhode I. Reds Pullets leading Lane 
Laying Test; £1 each. Sisters, 10s _ 
Leghorns, 1924; pullet records ove 
sire’s dam 278; 6s. 1925 Pullets, 15 
for laying tests. Cockerel, 10s. Ful 
gree given. Approval. Carriage pi 
Lumb, Fairfield, Hebden Bridge. 


1925 R.I.R. Pullets, from trap-neste 
gree stock; 7s. 6d, 10s. 6d., 15s. Also 
Sussex and Salmon Faverolles. — Sil 


M.S.P.B.A., Heathfield, Sussex. = 


1925 MAY HATC'ED 
White Leghorn  Pullets; 100 4 
healthy birds; bred from two-year 
son strain hens and Ransford pe 
cocks; 5s. each.—Hadwen, Silvers” 
Yateley, Hants. 


PEDIGREE PULLETS. 
White Wyandottes and White Leg 
Bred from trap-nested L2 tested pi 

SIX MONTHS OLD. —~ 

(NEAR LAYING). | 

PENS No. 2... ... 12s. 6d. 
PENS No. 1 ... 15s. Od. | 
Sent on 3 days’ approval. q 
paid. Benmet & Pike, . Poultry.) 
Ashey, I.W d SJ 


1925 WHITE LEGHORW! 


Seventy eight-week-old Pullets, Ba 
strain, from trap-nested stock; 
Genuine reason for selling.—Pain,:— 
View, Lympne, Kent. 


Wednesday, August 19th, 1925, 
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_ THE OFFICIAL ORGAN or 
| THE aa 
SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BReepers Ass» 


(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLPH MEECH). 


. % Twelve Months Post Free 12/8 
istered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper. Edited by TOM NEWMAN. Six <Motiths 6/4 


XII. No. 8. Copyright. Price TWOPENCE. - Three Months 3/3 


i} 
AL SR ioe: "enn 
) A SPLENDID 12 ft.-POULTRY HOUSE { 
CONSISTING OF A 6ft. —HOUSE AND 6 ft.—SCRATCHING SHED. 
Both raised lft. from the ground. This is a wonderiully attractive and strongly-built House, 
with good Scratching Shed Accommodation, THIS USEFUL HOUSE — pee eo ASN RSS 
Made the ‘“‘ HEBDITCH Way- 


is constructed of gin, V-jointed, tongued and grooved Best Red Deal Boards. It has a parti- 

tion between the house and scratching shed, and is provided with nest-boxes, two strong 

and well-hinged doors, press lock and key, two sliding shutters, hen ladder, tivo strong 
perches, and four handles for lifting. Size 12ft. lone, 4ft high from floor, 4ft. wide. 


Price, only - - £6 5 QO. 


No extra charge for floor. Nest Boxes 12s. extra. Carriage paid in England and Wales. 
d 4 : Prompt despatch d 
If pickled with Preserolium(by immersion) the cost is ts. in the £ extra. 


Send to-day for the . : 
Free Illustrated Hy) ; {f you visit Wemb- 
Catalogue of Up- ; EES | i ley don’t fail to 
wards of 40 Designs - j or neg | || inspect our Exhibit 
of Poultry Houses, a SH Ae of Poultry Appli- 
land all kinds of use- é ; pes fia (44) ances. 
ful Poultry Appli- : s \ 1st | 

ances, 


’ > : & 66 
*DREADNOUGHT ” |} “= | eee | fee J) | The “* MEADOW.” 

rz zl Na A ‘Tip-Top House for Farm and Field 
ee RY HOUSE, y Be Weal use. It is made of in. best Red Deal 
cellent House fr the Growing ° ’ Rees Pa Boards, and provided with nest boxes, 
: Chickens. : ef SN i strong lock-up door, which is well 
of gin. Red Deal Boards, which : 4 ine A & hinged. Sliding up-and-down shutter, 
aned, V-jointed, tongued and BR sae 20d strong solid stamped steel wheels. 

hung with stout hinges : 4a ior Sika seers 1éin. in diameter and 3in. in face. 

ted with good press-lock. Two mbes _ Size. Length. Width. Height. 
itial perches, four strong handles were No.1 ... ... 4ft. 4ft. 6ft. 6in. 
img. Made in sections, as sent EEE RE 3 ae Des hiee. ves : ote ats 6in. 
tt with screws for erecting. TIT DS oak Sues . Gin. 5ft. . ift. 

: 6ft long, 4ft. wide, 4ft. high. The LAURE A. INO. Bea ae” OF: 6ft. 7f{t. Sin, 
es: £2 6s. Three for £6 13s. 6d. Price—No. 1 is £614 0 No. 2is £7 4 0 
or £13 2s. 6d. Twelve,for £26. No.3is 9 8 6 No. 4is 1119 6 
Floors 13s. each extta: Carriage paid to any station England 
ge paid in England and Wales. You want the very best—and cheapest, of course— and Wales. Prompt despatch. If im- 
'_ , Quick despatch. — ae : oe mersed tm Preserolium (pickled) ‘the 

in Preserolium (pickled) for everybody does—it’s a sound business principle cost is is. in the £ extra, 
1/- in the £ extra. 


and—if you go to Hebditchs’—a very practical 
proposition, for Hebditchs’ big output enables them 
to give you the King of Value—the big value 
which you will find it difficult to get elsewhere. 


HARRY HEBDITCH, Ltd., 


Ee (°3"), Martock, Somerset. 
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PRIEST «-¢ SHAW 


SAORI LB aden igi gaa 


Com You Must introduce the 
—““Heydown” Strains on to your Farm 


The day has passed when breeding stock was chosen ne 
the strength of high records alone. High fecundity wit 
out stamina can only make for retrogression. 3 


Nowadays; the discerning buyer demands a of 


Wyandottes 


PUUUDTTV TUTTE. Te 


factory answer to the following vital questions befo 

making his choice:— ae 

1. Are the parent birds blood-tested and proved nom 

carriers of disease? ‘ 

2, Are they from progeny-tested and individually 
recorded, stock? 

~ 3. Is the price one which allows of a reasonable profit?” 


It is because the ‘*Heydown ” strains comply with all 
these demands that they are fo be found on many” 
hundreds of active money-making establishments through: 
out the British Isles. at 


John H Dowden & Son were the pioneer large breeders 
to blood-test the whole of their breeding stock. 
trap-nest 2,000 pullets and hens throughout the viene ne 
is this combination of fecundity with stamina which hele 
to make the ‘‘ Heydown ”’ strains Pre-eminent. Es 


We now offer 1924 hens, three months old pullets. and 
individuallv recorded cockerels in our five: varieticar™ 
W.L., W.W., R.ULR., BL. & .S. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
Heydown - Heathfield - Sussex, 


LAYING PULLETS 
Ready For Delivery 


From Now Onwards. 


Book Early to Avoid Disappointment. 


WRITE FOR OUR 1925 PRICE LIST. 


SANDOWN, - = LOW. 


PTTTITITTHTUTUPUPIETRLU LLU U LPC UELERELU LULU 


Oy NVNUDUDUDGEATOOTUTUAUAVEDUOUETEEOEANU AEG SHEOOOSREUAUGVEUUOLEPEOUSEOUELUSEDEEEDOEASEAGUDDETOUHE EDO ODEO HOUE 


PAULL UUELUELE LUELLA LEPC C ELC CLL 


Tre 


THE ° EC LIPSE” * POULTRY HOUSES. 


STE Se a er NER, SE 


TAS wid 


Scientifically 
Designed. 


a) 


Soundly 
Constructed. 


The suk of 
many years 
| experiments 

and now the 

only type of 
house in use, 
for all pur 
poses, upon 


A 


Complete in 


every Detail. 


Royston, Herts. 


Therfield, 


A No. 7 (I'wo Seetion) supplied to Capt. Nicholson, Tuthill, 


At our NEW ADDRESS we have greatly increased our facilities for dealing with our rapidly increasing business. 
WRITE FOR OUR CATALOGUE. ae 
HERBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm and Appliance Works 


EAST pips ASS ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. 


| Editorial. 


THE WELLINGHAM EXPERIMENTS. 


We have received the following report of the 
3.P.B.A. Intensive Experiments. “This is for the 
fnonth ending 3lst July, 1925 :— 


| “ The pullets in this experiment completed 
- their sixth month on July 31st, They laid 1,731 
eggs during the month—74 being over two ounces, 
809 being just under two ounces, and the remain- 
der being first egies. 

The puilets which had been in lay since May 
suffered noticeably from the heat wave early in 
July, and the paileness which was apparent at the 
end of June became very marked; one of these 
early maturing birds died from broken yolk sac. 
The birds which matured at ithe fifth month only, 
rood the heat welll, amd no change in their 
\- colour was noticed, also, whille one or two of the 
_— early-matured birds lost weight, the others con- 
| tinued to put on weight. Two obviously small, 
| backward birds were culled fmom the Hoek and 
| 


two others with colds were removed for isoletion 
The roof of the house was whitewashed, and 

| boughs of evergreens were tied on as a thatch to 
| protect the See from the heat. 
| The birds are mow divided into two groups: 
Group A., which consists principally of the fest 
| layers, receives a trough feed of kibbled maize, 
, ad. lib., an hour before ‘dusk; Group B. has maize 
/» fed in the litter for the last grain feed as before. 
‘Each eroup bas the same dry. mash as before, 

also a liberal green feed daily.’’ 


We think our readers willl agree that the report is 
ndoubtedly satisfactory, and demonstrates the pos- 
bility of successfully rearing chicks on the intensive 
stem to the productive stage. The vallue of the experi- 
tent, however, will be rather what it has taught us 
lan the mere fact that it has been so far successful. 
te reference made to the effect of the great heat upon 
te birds, by Miss Malcolm, points to thie necessity 
‘our evolving a type of house which will prevent the 
hy suffering from either heat waves or extremes of 
yd 
| We may retnind our readers that the house has been 
constructed that the whole of the windows were 
‘Movable. and there was a free circulation of air, and 
rT im spite of this the effect of the heat was severely 
1G; So much iso that it was found advisable to white- 
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wash the roof and proteet it with branches of ever- 
greens. Under these cireumstances. if the Counci! of 
the S.P.B.A. decide to repeat the experiment next 
season, it will be necessary to give such attention to 
the roof as will keep the house ‘at a temperature thait 
the birds wili not suffer. This could be easily managed 
at a very smail expense. 

Comment was made, when the previous report was 
published, by some of our readers, om: the fact that a 
certain number of pulllets had started to lay at such 
an early age, and this was attributed to their being 
kept intensiv ely. While this has possibly influenced 
them to some smalll extent, we should look rather to 
the date of hatching, and to the pullliets being bred 
from naturally highly feeund stock than to their being 
actually kept intensiv ely. 

It is pleasing to note that, in spite of this early 
production, the average weight of the birds is 
exceedingly good, «a fair numiber weighing 4ibs. and 
over, and very few being under 34lbs. in weight, which 
is excellent for White Leghorn pullets which have 
only just completed their sixth month. 

The 183 pullets laid, as willl be seen, 1,731 egos 
during the month of July, valued at £8 1s. 7d. During 
August we may reasonably expect afar greater 
increase both in numbers and value. 

Tt will be noted that the Council of the S.P.B.A 
have accepted our suggestion that haif of the ae 
should be trough-fed with grain from now omwards, in 
order te see if it is possible to avoid the partial 
moult by this means. 

We have ev ery reason to be pleased with the result 
of the experiment to date, but we have still much to 
learn from it, and the chief question which we have 
to ask ourselves, is, whether, by rearing chicks inten- 
sively for the first six or eight weeks of their lives, we 
cam avoid the very high mortillity which at present is 
causing breeders such omeat anxiety. 

Needless to say, we do not suggest for ome moment 
that the mere fact of rearine them intensively will 
achieve this. desirable end. We must use our common 
sense, and learn from experience how to improve our 
methods, so that this very heavy mortality can be 
greatly reduced. 

Mr. Collinson stated, at the Hianper-Adams’ Con- 
ference, _that the average mortaility he believed to be 
about 25 yer cent. We have heard it stated that it is 
Hight tihian this. At any rate it is sufficiently hich to 
warrant our continuing the experiment on the tines 
which we are now doing at Wellingham, for there is 
some possibility that we may at least chleck the severe 
losses now inicurred from Cnoecidiosis, if we ean rear 
chicks for the first few weeks of their lives on the 
Intensive system. 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page), 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Full particulars of membership will be sent by return on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


EEE an 
THE HIGH RECORD CRAZE. 

I have received a copy of the ‘‘ New Zealand 
Poultry Journal,’ which contains some more 
interesting comments upon the statement con- 
tained in the article by Mr. C. A. House in 
“Poultry World,” which I ventured to criticise in 
these columns some weeks tback. 

Mr. J. B. Merrett, the Editor, forwarded copies 
of the article written by Mr. C. A. House to 
several of the big breeders, and their comments 
upon it are certainly vigorous, if not always to the 
point. 

As one expects in any controversy of this kind, 
the old, old question is asked, ‘* Must not a record 
layer possess great stamina to produce such large 
numbers of eggs?’’ This would appear to be a 
very logical question, but is it So, and is it in 
accordance with fact? 

Personally, I am strongly of opimion that it 
does not necessitate the possession of perfect 
stamina to produce a large number of eggs. 
Equally so, a high record hen is not necessarily a 
breeder of weakly progeny, but I shall return to 
that point later, as it was indirectly raised in 
Professor Thompson’s paper on ‘“‘In-shell Mor- 
tality,’ read at the Harper-Adams’ Conference. 


PILE DUCKWING AND CUCKOO LEGHORN 
CLUB. 

I have been asked by Mr. R. G. P. Nelson, hon. 
secretary of the above club, to notify breeders 
that Mr. E. Stevens, the Educational Sub-Ofhce, 
Aylesbury, is arranging a section for these 
varieties at the next Bucks Laying Trials, if suffi- 
cient support is forthcoming. 

The entrance fee will be 15s. per pen of three 
birds, to be returned with prize-money. : 

Further particulars may be obtained from Mr. 
Stevens. 

Here is an opportunity for breeders of these 
varieties to test them in competition. with others 
which are more popular. 


TABLE POULTRY. 


At this season of the year I get many requests 
from our readers to recommend them a reliable 
poultry farm, from which they could obtain sittings 
of eggs for incubating for table purposes, and I 
may say I have the greatest difficulty in telling 
them where these can be obtained, as it is the 
usual practice to break up the breeding pens at 
the end of the season and not remate them. It is 
a little astonishing to me, as I have mentioned 
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previously, that some of our members do noi! 
attempt to cater for this business, as if developed) 
on the right lines it might prove very remunerative, 
If any of our members have eggs for incubatior' 
for sale of table breeds, I should be glad if they 
would communicate with me. Any variety oO 
Sussex, or crosses with the Sussex, such ag 
Faverolles, Houdans, etc., would be most suitable| 
I am surprised that Houdan cockerels are noi 
more frequently used for these table crosses, as 
they are very virile and produce most magnilicen|| 
fowls. 
THE FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 
Greater interest is being taken im our Fooc 
Purchase Scheme, and general satisfaction 1 
expressed by those who have made use of it. 
The following testimonial, one of many, was 
received this week : | 
“ Dear Sir,—Re the Growing Mash. I am highly please 
with the mash, and may say that my puilets are doing fini 
with it. They never seem to have had enough of it, and I shoul 
be pleased if you would forward me another 6 cwts. on at onee 
and I think this lot will finish me for this mash, and after thi 
I intend to give the jayimg mixture a trial” 5 | 
Yours faithfully, ALBERT HALLOWS, 
Of one thing we are perfectly sure, that no foods 
of equal quality have been placed on the marke} 
at such a low price since the war. We claim tha/ 
the quality of the ingredients used in these mashes 
is equal to that of any of the highest priced food 
now on the market. Although a large numbe) 
of members have taken advantage of the scheme) 
I must say, in view of the fact that so many urget 
the Council to make an effort to provide foodstuff! 
at a lower price, the response has not been al 
that we expected it to be. : | 
The price of the mashes this present week is a! 
follows:—Layers’ 11s. 6d., Crowers’ 11s. 6d: 
Breeders’ 12s., all F.O.R. in lots of not less that 
5 cwt. of any one kind; bags free. There an 
slight fluctuations in these prices in different part! 
of the country, and the goods will be sent 
members from the agent nearest to them in orde 
to avoid high railway charges. Ii must be dis 
tinctly understood that there may be slight fluctua 
tions from week to week in the present prices. / 
postcard sent to these offices will bring prices fo 
the current week ‘by return of post. * 
The following are extracts from two letter 
received this morning:— a 
“ Thank you for price list received. I find it a great hei 
Corn merchants have brought their prices down as much a 
3s. per cwt.”’ A. C. (Bognor, 


‘* T have about 1,800 pullets this year, and have never know 
them do so well as on these foods.’ H. W. (Rutland). | 


EDI TORIAL.—Continued. 
Developments will be awaited with interest. | 
Tn answer to thle many enquiries, we can say tbe 
the birds have been fed entirely on dry mash froi th 
first. : 

With regard to the feeding experiment with the Ligh 
Sussex, fuller details of this will be published at a late 
date. : 
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_ Answers to Queries. 
| By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 

)  amswer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 
* BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G, Saunders, D.S.0., B,V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 


Road, West Worthing. 


Jodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
} death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


teaders are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
| sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
, writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


eplies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to mon- 
| members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 28. 6d. per 
| letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
| every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
| tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
| by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
| Major Saunders). 


LL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
f does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


© Bantam’’ (Rhode Heath) set a hen with 

‘teen Bantam eggs for a friend. Twelve chicks 
ere hatched. He kept and fed the chicks for five 
ays, and then lent the hen for a further four 
eeks. What would be a fair charge for the loan 
| the hen, covering the whole period?—1I think if 
jBantam’’ charged five shillings that would be 
ute a fair price, especially as he had the care of 
te hen for the first four weeks. However, these 
lings are so much a matter of the nature of the 
reement, and there is no recognised charge, but 
Is appears to me to be quite fair. 


i 


j. K. (Loughton) sends samples of Sussex 
found oats at 10s. cwt., bran, ios., muiddlings 
S., Maize meal 15s. With regard to the quality 
id prices: These are quite satisfactory in all 
(ses, but I think the middlings contains a little 
‘cess of bran, and the maize meal is Is. per cwt. 
0 dear ; otherwise my correspondent’s samples 
‘e satisfactory. 


~ Beginner ” (Southall) wants to know of a good 
me-made laying meal, the quantity to be given, 
‘d also grain for a dozen hens. It would have 
en better had ‘‘ Beginner’’ told me the con- 
dons under which he was keeping his stock. The 
owing is a good dry mash to be always before 
2 birds :—4 lbs. middlings, 2 bran, one maize 
jal, one S.G.O., and one meat and bone meal. 
‘winter, if he is short of green food, one part of 
2 alfalfa meal should replace one part of_ the 
am. If he wishes to use a wet mash, it. would 


| 
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be advisable to reduce the bran by one pound, 
and he could economise by using potatoes in place 
of the ground oats, or even the outside cabbage 
leaves in place of the bran. Of course, the cabbage 
and potatoes should be well cooked and the water 
in which they are cooked utilised for mixing up 
the mash. As a grain feed, under his conditions, 
which I suspect to be intensive, equal parts 
kibbled maize and wheat would be the best. As 
to quantity he should allow two and a half ounces 
of the mash weighed when dry, and two ounces of 
grain, but he must not take this as a hard and fast 
rule, but learn from observation the actual require- 
ments of the birds. If the mash is not readily 
consumed, or the grain is not cleanly picked up, 
he would be well advised to reduce the quantity 
until he is able to ascertain exactly what is 
required. 


cc 


Beginner ’ (Saxmundham) sends samples of 
meat and bone meal at 22s. cwt. The qualtiy 1s 
fair. The percentage of bone is rather high, and, 
in My opinion, it is 4s. cwt. too high in price. The 
alfalfa meal at 16s. cwt. is an excellent sample, 
and good value for the money. Ihe soya bean is 
soya bean cake meal, and not soya bean meal. 
It would not have the same value, and I do not 
consider it a good sample. The. maize meal at 
13S. Cwt. is fair average quality, and good value 
for the money. The barley meal is a little husky, 
but about average quality. The Sussex ground oats 
are a good sample, and at 17s. cwt. fair value.-1 he 
middlings at 10s. 6d. are only moderate, the per- 
centage of bran being too high. The sample of 


bran at gs. is good value and good quality. ‘‘ Be- 
ginner ’’ comments on the fact that the mash 
given in the Annual Register of the S.P.B.A. for 


precocious pullets does not contain any bran. In 
reply to this, may I say that alfalfa meal was 
purposely substituted for bran, jand ithe; mash 
made as concentrated as possible in order that 
the pullets could consume a sufficient quantity for 
both development and production. [I thank 
‘ Beginner ” for his kind appreciation of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


ao 


‘““ Incubation (Norwich) refers to an article 
which appeared in the press some months AT 
by Mr. S. P. B. Atkinson, in which he stated that 
in nearly every type of incubator the air is too 
dry, and the averagé temperature in an incubator 
is much more regular than in a hen’s nest. He 
has suggested that a sheet of india rubber cover- 
ing the upper surface of the eggs prevented rapid 
evaporation of moisture, and that the amount of 
moisture and carbonic acid around the eggs was 
nearly equal to that present in a hen’s nest. Bv 
this method an incubator giving 55 per cent. was 
raised to 95 per cent. Hatches. As far as I can 
recollect the test was on too small a scale to be 
absolutely reliable, and there is this to be said, 
that an incubator giving 55 per cent. hatches must 
have been a very bad one, and when we are trying 
to arrive at results we should not deal with ex. 
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tremes. It is very difficult to understand that the 
amount of carbonic acid around the egg is nearly 
equal to that present in a hen’s nest, for in_ the 
first place all tne carbonic acid in an incubator 1s 
that which is exhaled from the growing embryos, 
while the very much higher percentage which is 
found in a hen’s nest is that exhaled by the hen 
herself, in addition to that thrown off by tire 


embryo. There is this fact also im connection 
with the difference in the temperature between the 
upper and lower surface of the eggs under a hen, 
that she more frequently turns the eggs than we 
do in artificial incubation. This week I have 


visited a farm where in a mammoth incubator of 
3,600-egg size the average hatch of tertile eggs 
was over 82 per cent. What my correspondent 
should remember is that we must each study our 
own particular conditions. For example, the 
application of a thin sheet of rubber to the top 
surface of the eggs in this large mammoth incu- 
bator might be positively harmful, and that is 
equally true to a very great extent in regard to 
the smaller ones. The first thing to do is to find 
out what is the actual defect in the incubator 
before we apply such remedies. 


— 


M. W. (Shillington) found a cockerel which 
appears to have complet: paralysis of the neck, 
was unable to stand, the wings were drooping ; it 
lived for 24 hours, after which he killed it. Now 
he has two more suffering from the same trouble, 
but after 24 hours these seemed to have com- 
pletely recovered without treatment. From his 
description the birds are suffering from what 1s 
known as Limberneck. The cause may be ptomaitie 
poisoning through eating contaminated food or 
mouldy grain, acute indigestion or intestinal para- 
sites. My experience is that in the majority of 
cases recovery is made if a mild dose of Epsom 
salts is given immediately. This, however, would 
not apply where the trouble arose from intestinal 
parasites. If it was caused by acute indigestion 
the bird would get right itself. 


POST-MORTEMS. 

B. W. The post-mortem examination of the 
Chinchilla rabbit showed that per acute coccidiosis 
was the cause. In these cases the end comes so 
quickly that neither diarrhoea or other symptoms 
have time to develop, and a_ microscopical 
examination is necessary to make a diagnosis 
after death, as there is very little to be seen by 
the naked eye. As in birds, adults are frequently 
carriers of the coccidia without apparently suffer- 
ing from their presence, and to have a tolerance 
to the trouble that quickly kills the young ones, 
which are more susceptible. The essentials in 
dealing with an outbreak of this disease in rabbits 
are the separation of the young from the adults, 
and the thorough cleaning out and disinfection of 
the hutches every other day. This interval is most 
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important and should not be exceeded, and }, 
determined by the life history of the parasite, an 
is not merely an arbitrary period. I should thinl 
that there is no doubt that the older rabbits ar 


carriers of the parasites, and during the time thy 
young are with the does the hutches should be deal 
with in the same way, as the occysts are the 
destroyed before they have time to becom 


dangerous. 


W. B. The post-mortem examination of the W 
pullet showed that there was an extensive inflam 
mation of the bowels, and proventriculus, ver 
suggestive of poisoning by some incontact irritan 
poison, such as arsenic. 


B. P. C. The post-mortem examination of th 
Leghorn pullet showed that the liver was de 
generated, and that she was also very rickety 
Altogether a case of what one might describe a 
an individual essentially lacking constitutioma 
stamina and ability to assimilate and make th 
best use of the food supplied. Individuals sucha 
this are found even in flocks of undoubted vigou 
and from the best of parents, but the determinim 
factor is not always traceable. 


BRITISH BLACK. BARNEVELDER CLUB? 


The following have been elected Club Judges fo 
the current year :—Mr. W. Powell Owen, Mr.7J 
M. Walker, Mr. T. C. Parkinson, and Mr.3@ 
Birkhead. 

Good support was given to the classes for Blac 
Barnevelders at the Romsey (Cambs) Show, an 
some excellent birds were entered. Two classe 
for blacks are scheduled for the Sandy and Di: 
trict Show on 27th August, and it is expecté 
that they will be well filled. 


A. H. C. JAMES, Hon. Secretarys 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impressio 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigre 
breeders, or farmers on a large scale to rende 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A 
This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is ov 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from th 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivis 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equi 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription bring 
with it many advantages, namely : Free Advice b 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefit 
of the Discount System, and many othe 
advantages too numerous to mention here. Yo 
should write for full particulars to the Secretar) 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick 
Horsham, Sussex. The financial year begins © 
Ist September. | 
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In-Shell Mortality—A 


Cause of Serious Losses 
Annually. 


By WILLARD C. THOMPSON, B.Sc., 
Director, National Institute of Poultry Husbandry. 


MESSRS NGA | aR STAT 


(Continued from Page 112.) 


Dr. Dunn makes a very significant statement when 
é says that hatchability is in the last amalysis a 
‘uestion of the survival or death of the embryo chick, 
nd that we must in seeking an answer to our problem 
ok earefully ut the embryo chick ag we find it within 
8 shell. He further states that it is a common im- 
Tession that chickens are peculiar among animals in 
ge fairly high mortality which takes place before 
atching or birth. He cites inwestigations which 
adieate, for example, that the young of other animals 
nmdergo scm2 mortality before birth, and that in rats 
nd swine, for instance, about a tHird of the embryos 
mrmed die before birth. They are usually absorbed, 
od, therefore, never seen, except when necessary 
peration reveals the fact, but in the case of the 
mbryonic chick, every death may be counted and 
arted, and is brought to the attention of whoever is 
mducting the hatch. Some of the reasons why the 
iborn of animals die are in some respects similar to 
1e reasons which apparently account for the deaths of 
apy embryo chicks. They frequently die because 
“Some specific defect which is harmless unti! the 
fective organ or system is required for the continued 
‘€ of the individual. More than half of the chick 
nbryos that die during incubation die after the 17th 
yw, and most of them on the 19th day, at which 
eviod new systems of the chick’s body are calied into 
ay, primarily the respiratory digestive and excretive 
tstems. If anything is wrong with any of these the 
tick dies. Such difficulties, while possibly very small, 
‘e yet sufficient in that stage of the chick’s existence 
| cause death. It iis not necessarily a case of low 
tality or weak constitution, as it is so frequently 
agnosed. This is indicated and proven by the fact 
‘at own brothers and sisters of unhatched chicks 
‘me forth and develop in strength amd vigour which 
‘ey probably would not do tf there was an inherent 
iw vitality in the family from which they sprung. 
‘Dr. Dunn gathers from ‘iis wide and exhaustive 
‘udies that the question of hatchability is not one of 
jneral vigour, or lack of it, but of specific factors 
ich act only during certain periods of embryonic 
@ Ue states that he has found no correlation 
ltween the percentage of eggs hatched from a hen 
id the growth rate of the surviving chickens, which 
light be used as a measure of vigour. In brief, there- 
ire, he concludes that hatching quality appears to be 
imelated to most of the measurable characters of the 
lsther, of the external characters of her eggs and of 
‘Yeral of the traits of the brothers and sisters of the 
bryos which die 


eee 
‘Dr. Dunn piaces the problem of hatehability directly 
line with other problems in inheritance, and sug- 
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that we must isolate the factors involved. and 
work out the inheritance of each one as it is found. 
While it may appear to you thiat Dr. Dunn’s investiga- 
tions do not give us anything very definite, yet is it 
not true that he brings up many points which suggest 
an answer to the problem concerned with in-shell 
mortality, a problem which, we must confess, has been 
up to the present time quite incompletely met and 
searcely solved in any way? 

I referred in the begimming of this paper to Dr. 
Beaudette’s thought on the subject of in-shell mor- 
tality. He has suggested that we must not lose sight 
of the fact that Bacilliary White Diarrhoea is, even 
though we may hate to admit it, more or less generally 
widespread. He feels that inasmuch as we know that 
certain hens which are used in our breeding pens carry 
the bacteria pullorum in their ovarian issues, it is 
probable that these organisms which enter through the 
infected yolk cf the egg iare bound to exist in the 
bodies of the hatching chicks. 

It is, of course, true that the bacteria pullorum will 
be in the developing bodies of the embryonic chicks. 
It is suggested that such baicterial infection may have 
a very important effect wpon the embryonic develop- 
ment, and that it may cause mortality within the 
shell. I is also possible that such bacterial infection 
may not be limited to the bacterial pullorum. It is 
perfectly possible that in a flock ot breeding hens 
which has never been tested for the detection of 
carriers of bacteria pullorum there may be ome or 
several carrier hens, which, as we know, will not give 
any external evidence of the fact. May it not be pos- 
sible that the eggs from these carrer hens, when 
placed im the incubators, will, if fertile, develop chicks, 
all of which probably are infected with the organisms 
which will later cause Bacilliary White Diarrhoea? 
May it not be possible that ‘such mfected embryonic 
chicks may never leave the shell, in whiich case a more 
or less high in-shell mortality woulld have been caused 
by the bacterial infection of the embryonic chicks. No 
evidence of Bacilliary White Diarrhoea would be 
shown by the normal chicks from normal eggs which 
came forth from that same hatch. The poultryman 
would have no grounds of suspecting Bacillliary White 
Diarrhoea, and would not be led to think that there 
could be such a possibility as the presence of carrier 
hens in hig breeding flocks. It is usual, when there 
are carrier hens in a breeding flock for some imfected 
chicks to hatch. This ig not necessamiliy always the 
case, however. It would seem to me that Dr. Reau- 
dette suggesits a possible explanation of some causes of 
in-shell mortality which could well be the subject of 
further mvestigaticns. 


gests 


CORRESPONDENCE Continued. 
per week for each society, £156 4s. Forty-three 
societies with their overhead charges, competing 
for the poultry produce of the country, and com- 
peting for the markets of the country, and there 
are poultry-keepers not satisfied with this number, 
but want to form new societies. 
Yours truly, 


We-HALL,; 
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Correspondence. 


Ee: EE 
THE SALE OF EGGS. 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—The art of writing is to write so that 
the reader can understand. I quite fail to undec- 
stand Mr. M. Gray’s figures. Mr. Moreton Nance 
cooked his accounts and made a hash of them. In 
the issue for 1st July he states he has got 400 
layers. In the issue of 20th May, page 338, he 
states his laying hens to be 440 ; his food bill for 
five months £94 8s. 6d., after deducting the cost 
of food for growing birds; his price of eggs for 
the year averaged about is. 84d. per dozen, includ- 
ing expenses, and not 2s. 33d. Number of eggs 
laid during the year 48,032 if laid by 400 hens 
would be about 120 each, not 1374 each ; if laid 
by 440, it would be less than I10 each. 


COST OF FEEDING. 


The table given by Mr. Cluzet ailows only about 
go lbs. of food per bird for a year. A bird in full 
production will need 100 lbs. of dry food per year 
exclusive of green food to produce 156 eggs, half 
the food will be required for maintenance, the other 
half for production. Mr. Nance would need about 
17 ton of dry food per year. This should not cost 
more than the 4204 named (412 per ton). My 
own cost for the year 410 5s. 10d. per ton. At 
the present time a commercial poultry farmer 
should be able to buy food to produce the maxt- 
Imum amount of eggs at not more than #11 per 
ton average. The following monthly account is 
taken from my ‘balance sheet for last year, audited 
and put in order by Mr. G. H. Garrad, N.D.A.:— 


SALE OF EGGS. 


Month. No. of Eggs “Aver. Price. Income 
Sold. Per Doz. 

Bae: £6.20. 
1LQYS——NOVS ia cron ee 1,417 3.6 20.13 3% 
5 DSGe sere ee heres 1,699 3 4 23 9 O 
1924-—Jian) 2. wcescster: sesness 5 140 yas) 52 1 . 63 
Saha OD Series. ee anne. 6,864 2 0 5718 4 
= Matcl= psec 8,473 he Ay 54.18. 74 

is APTS odaccedue ates 10,417 1-3. 55 3 4 
* MAY are ce os cance ere 7,441 1. 4 41 0 08 
My JURGA os cesct cote 9,181 eG 58 O 34 

e DULY oe Mey steserseaes 7,022 110 Boo 26 
. AUCUSE 5 Giskeesceas. 6,833 eh 62 9 104 

= Sept See yest tress 5 829 2° 5 58:73, -6 
ir October? acre tve., 5 826 211 AB Sy 
76,142 le ala £610 16 9 


In view of the interest on grading eggs, I give a 


table below of 2nd grade. These consist of small 
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eggs laid by pullets and eggs cracked or badly, 
soiled :— 


Month. No. of Eggs Aver. Price. Income, | 
Id. Per Doz. 

ad: £ 8. ma| 

192B—NOV. —...s-sesereraseneerer 39 3 0 9 FI 
34 Dees ot i... ae aeememeeee 14 29 3 4) 
1924 Jans -3ec ccc: 3. co Ghee 105 sb 19 iy 
. Hebe 2 '...... «samen 104 13.8 1b 8) 
ge March... ...,..semmeepas 79 128 8 of 
April ae 104 1 0 8 8) 
sa Mayo Jae .:....:ccaumeammes 94 1 0 7 10 | 

it SUNS w weiss.» sc came 126 Ir 0 12 44 
5 JULY ee, sc, +.%. eee 130 1 5 16-9 
eo AneDS: ~ .... eee 119 1 9 17 8} 
* Sept. =. ......<aamaaee 125 & 110 19 6) 

ne October,’ .... Games 88 25 17 By 
1,127 Fa! £7 15 Bh 

ee | 

Total eggs 77,269, about Is. 1ld., £618 12s. 53d. =| 


Sold for domestic purposes (in addition 3,044 were disposed) 
for other purposes and 3,294 set at home). ‘otal eggs produced 
83,607. q 
Cost of food, not deducting manurial value ......... £34210 6) 
Income for eggs over cost Of {00d ............666 seed, £276 1 Ti) 


£618 12 5} 

Too 

As there are other sources of income in additior! 

to the sale of eggs, and other sources of expendi) 

ture in addition to buying food, this figure canno} 

by any stretch of imagination be called  eithe) 

gross or nett profit. =| 
Yours faithfully, 

‘“ WIRELESS§ 


—os 


Re CO-OPERATION. 


Dear Sir,—I am not. a member of any €o 
operative Society. I do not see the use of being 
a member if a society like the Co-operative Poultry 
Products, Ltd., is going to submit all produc 
sent to them to the auctioneer’s hammer, thu! 
adding the overhead charges of an auction | 
in addition to those of the society. Just as wel 
sell in a local auction mart, and save cost oO 


transport. I sell my eggs direct to the retailer, 
and it is quite unnecessary to grade or candle m) 
eggs, except that small and cracked eggs are soli 
as ‘‘seconds.’’? Will Mr. Foulkes tell us, throug! 
‘“Eges,’’ the price paid for eggs to the produce} 
by the Society, after all expenses have been de 
ducted, including transport to the depot, durin; 
July? i 

My sale of eggs for July, wholesale—no expens 
9,306 eggs, 1st grade, average 2s. O}d. per doz, ...... £79 2 8 


to deduct, was :— 
191 eggs, 2nd grade, average 1s. 98d. per doz. ...... 


ic 


£80 10 4) 
791 dozen and 5 eggs, average 20.3/5d. per dozen. 
There are 43 Co-operative Egg and Poultr| 
Societies with a turnover of £349,262; averag) 


(Continued at Foot of Column Previous Page). 


APEX HOUSES. 


Dear Mr. Newman,—Owing to my absence 
abroad I have only just seen ‘“‘Eggs’’ of July 
29th. 

As far as I personally am concerned, Mc. 
‘Somerville is in no way responsible for my build- 
ang an Apex house. In point of fact, it was an 
article written by Mr. Toovey, in ‘‘ Eggs’’ which 
decided me to erect one as a trial. 

_ I studiously avoided the small houses described 
‘by Mr. Somerville (being in France I cannot quote 
chapter and verse), and I think he may possibly 
‘be right in the matter of the angle. Personally, I 
fam not surprised at his scrapping the smail 
houses. I would suggest that in the house I have 
‘built the difficulty he mentions need not obtain. 

_ Speaking from memory, my perches are froin 
4 to 9 feet away from the span roof, and there 
is ample space for all foul gasses to escape. 

Mr. Somerville suggests my roof felt will ‘‘pant”’ 
as I have no wire netting outside. It cannot do 
‘so to any appreciable extent owing to the number 
of clouts used. There is no bigger surface un- 
‘clouted than 2 feet one way and 2 feet 6 inches 
the other. If the trouble he anticipates should 
jarise, it would certainly not add appreciably 10 
ithe cost to do-as he suggests. 

With regard to Mr. Somerville’s last paragraph, 
I by no means consider 4 square feet the correct 
area per bird, nordoIsay so. I merely took that 
figure in order to obviate all the ‘‘ cranks”’ in the 
poultry world rising up to accuse me of exaggeia- 
gon. Personally, without wishing to dogmatise, 
IT consider 3 feet ample for semi-intensive work. 

As this subject of ventilation is so all important, 
I should be quite pleased to submit my Apex 
Gouses to any test, which you, Sir, and if possible, 
Mr. Somerville, may think useful because if iry 
house turns out what I hope, we have gone a 
long way towards reducing housing costs. 


Yours faithfully, FRANCIS J. HEMELRYK. 


/ 


COCCIDIOSIS. 


_ Dear Sir,—I think the following account of my 
@xperience with two attacks of coccidiosis may be 
of interest to your readers. It is in each case the 
account of an attack, of a certain treatment, and 
of the complete disappearance of the disease 
within a fortnight of the commencement of that 
reatment :— 

I should like to emphasise two points to begin 
with. It had no effect, so far as I could see, upon 
any bird already sickening with the disease, and, 
‘M my opinion, these two cases are not sufficient 
© establish that the disappearance of the disease 
ifter the treatment was really more than a curious 
doimcidence. I therefore do not put the facts for- 
Ward as proved cause and effect. I merely state 
Be. succession of events, and leave others to forin 
heir own judgment. 
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The facts are as follows :—In the spring I began 
to lose my 5—6 week old pullets and cockerels in 
increasing numbers until I thought it well to send 
two or three up to ‘‘ Eggs’”’ for a report. Ihe 
diagnosis was ‘‘ Coccidiosis.’? Catechu proved 
useless. Deaths increased to 15—-20 per day, aid 
it seemed that I had nothing to do but watch the 
rapid extinction of my 2,000 young stock. | had 
already lost about 200 birds when it occurred to 
me that every healthy animal has considerable 
powers of resistance to a manageable number of 
microbes, and that, if I could destroy the exces- 
sive millions on the floor of the brooder house 


continually being passed out in the excreta of the . 


ailing birds, there might still be quite a fair num- 
ber of birds unaffected, which could tackle the 
survivors that they might come across by means of 
the natural defensive equipment of their own 
bodies. 

I decided, therefore, to spray the floors every 
day for a week with a strong solution of -Jeyes’ 
Fluid. I thought it quite possible that a continuous 
diet of Jeyes’ Fluid might itself kill the chickens, 
but, as it was obvious that they couldn’t be any 
“ deader’’ of Jeyes’ Fluid than they were going 
to be of Coccidiosis, I went ahead. I used halt- 
pint of Jeyes’ to 24 gallons of water. For tour 
days there was no result, then the deaths began 
to drop rapidly to 3-—4 per day, and before the 
end of the second week’s spraying the disease was 
finished—there were no deaths at all, and there 
has been no recurrence. 

Three weeks later my brother, whose poultry 
farm adjoins my own, began to lose chicken. 
Diagnosis gave it Coccidiosis, as in my own, case, 
but he did not wait for the diagnosis. His maxi- 
mum loss was eight in one day, and then he turned 
the spray on. Deaths began to go down almost 
at once, and ceased at the end of the second 
week’s spraying. Total loss 50. No recurrence 
so far. 

Now are these two cases of curious coimcidence 
or of cause and effect? In any case I think it 
might be worth the while of any one afflicted with 
this appalling disease to make a further experi- 
ment and publish the result for the benefit of 
others, and it is worth noting that if there is any- 
thing in the theory of keeping microbes down to 
manageable numbers, the same treatment might 
lessen the terrors of B.W.D. or of any other disease 
spread by infection of floors and litters. 7 

At any rate, the chickens thrived on Jeyes’ 
Fluid, so there seems to be no danger from that 
source. Yours faithfully, D. MUNTZ. 

(My correspondent’s letter tis interesting, end there is dcubt- 
Jess unuch in what he has to say, but may we point out 10 him 
that the disease did not appear in his own flock until his pulllets 
were five or six weeks old, and after this age has been reached 
the resistant power of the bird is very greatly imcreased, and 
the mortality naturally considerably lessened. We do suggest 
that the spraying of the floors did no good; it probably he ped 
considerably, but we feel that this important point should not 
be overlooked as to the imcreased resistance of the birds, and 
the consequent lower mortality after they were six weeks old. 
——Editor.) 


Re APEX HOUSES. 


ood 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.”’ 


—$—-+——— 


Dear Sir,—I have read with interest _ Mr. 
Winthrope Somerville’s letter in your issue of the 
29th ult. 

I particularly note his words of warnimg to those 
who intend to adopt this type of house, but this 
warning seems to me to be unnecessary if proper 
construction is followed. He states that the angle 
between the floor and the sides forming the apex 
need not be greater than 60 degrees, and 
apparently condemns a lesser angle than 50 
degrees to efficiently secure the induced current of 
air. He perhaps would hardly credit it that m 
an experience extending over some years I have 
found that properly constructed apex houses, with 
an angle of 45 degrees, provided the ventilation is 
properly arranged through the floor (as it is in 
the houses associated with my name), there ts 
no risk of the banking of foul air as suggested by 
him. Indeed, in any houses in which air inlets 
are on the front or side, there is, in my opinion, 
a far greater risk of the banking of air at the 
top and sides than in the type of house constructed 
by myself. This type of house gives throughout 
the length of the house and through the floor in 
the angle made by the sides an inlet of air of 
8 inches throughout the iength of each side of the 
house, which inlet, no matter which way the wind 
blows, causes a current of air to pass through the 
house which finds vent through the ventilation 
provided along the ridge. 

As the warm air from the birds ascends this 
warm air leaves the house by the ventilation aiong 
the ridge of the house, being the meeting point 
of the two sides. The birds are protected from 
any sudden draught, as the dropping boards break 
the current of air coming through the ventilation 
spaces in the floor, and constant ventilation 
results. 

As I gather that Mr. Winthrope Somerville 
objects to floor ventilation, and as I have proved 
that this in practice is a better manner of inducing 
proper ventilation than any other form of inlet of 
air, and prevents the banking of foul air to which 
he refers, and as I hold many testimonials to this 
effect from people for whom I have manufactured 
Apex houses, I think that, although Mr. Winthrope 
Somerville considers and states that he has proved 
that an angle of 45 degrees in these houses and 
ventilation through the floor causes banking of 
foul air and other disadvantages, vet the ‘‘ proof 
of the pudding is in the eating,’’ and it is obvious 
that I have succeeded with the very thing which 
he condemns. 

But the essence of success in construction lies 
in the methods which I have adopted, and which 
are reflected in the Apex houses associated with 
my name, which have now been on the market fer 
some time. 
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The only conclusion I can arrive at is that Mr 
Winthrope Somerville is so pleased with his owl 
method of providing ventilation as to be prejudiced 
against any other. e: 

In view of your insertion of the letter from him} 
I shall be glad if you will, in common fairness; 
insert this letter im your next issue. 

I anipeir. 
Yours faithfully, 
; R. A. DIXON.G 


CO-OPERATIVE POULTRY PRODUCTS, LTD; 


| 
: 


Dear Sir,—In last week’s ‘“‘ Eggs,’”’ in the 
Correspondence columns, we notice a letter signed) 
by. “No. 158,’’ referrmg to the C.P.b.; Ltd. Tm 
wishes to know what other members of tae 
S.P.B.A. think avout his dealings with the above 
named society. We are pleased to state our 
experience as follows :—Early in May we wrote 
the C.P.P., Ltd., asking what ‘price per ib. they 
were offermg tor heavy breed chickens, weighing) 
fiom 24 to 3 lbs. in weight. We also wrote @ 
similar letter to a person dealing on the London 
market. The C.».P., Ltd., replied stating that 


‘they were paying about 5s. each for chickens 


round about our size. The London hrm stated that 
they were paying from 2s. to Is. gd. per lb. less 
5 per cent. commission, and a charge of 3d. per 
bird would be made for plucking. | 
We.decided to send the birds to the C.P.P., Ltd 
Eventually we received word that the birds had| 
arrived safely, and that payment would be made %0) 
us as follows :—21 birds, 53 lbs. at 3s.—-£3 39m 
nothing was said about what had happened to the) 
other 2s. per bird. We wrote the C.P.P., Ltda 
for an explanation, and we were allowed another 
shilling per bird, and stating that they thought the} 
birds were Light Sussex. We do not accept that 
explanation, [because we filled in one of the forms} 
which “‘No. 158” refers to, stating what breeds} 
of poultry we kept, and Light Sussex was not one} 
of them. 
In closing, we should like to quote from @ 
pamphlet we received some time ago from the 
C.P.P., Ltd. (paragraph - II.):—‘‘It has been 
decided that birds shall be bought outright by thie) 
Society, and the prices which will be paid will be) 
based on the live market price (THE LONDON 
MARKET PRICE AS A GENERAL BASIS) on thej 
day of the receipt of the birds.”’ 
On a previous consignment that we sent to the| 
C.P.P., Ltd., we were allowed ts. 3d. each Gil 
four 1924 White Leghorn cocks, and 3s. each of] 
two fat old hens, one of which weighed 6 }bs., ang} 
the other five. 
We have wondered, hke ‘“‘ No. 158,’ what othe) 
members of the C.P.P., Ltd., thought about #7} 
Yours truly, | 

p.p. Finney Bros., 

J. S. FINNEYS| 
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Practical Ration Making 


| 3 Principles and Practices. 


By WILLARD C, THOMPSON. B.Sc., 
Director, National Institute of Poultry Husbandry. 


The poultry industry, like other bnanches of agri - 
ilture, must be governed im these days by general 
soncmic conditions prevailing in the country. Perhaps 

is even a bit more significamt in the poultry industry 
aeause the products of the poultry farm enter so con- 
santly and so intimately into the daily life of the 
eople. The basic product of the average poultry flock 
‘the talble ege. ‘The business of producing  takle 
%s must be governed by the possible and probable 
tarket, which in turn must in the last analysis be 
werned by the attitude of the ultimate egg con- 
amers. In other words, in planning a business of 
yg production, the ability and willingness of the 
meral public to pay certain prices for eggs must 
ater as a significant factor in establishing the average 
sarket price for eggs, 

Prom time to time when we talk about the greater 
wvelopinent for the poultry industry in this country 
e@ are met with the argument that prices received by 
pultry producers for eggs are not sufficiently high 
wallow of a fair profit to those engaged in the busi- 
*ss of egg production. We are often asked if the 
‘tare probably will present higher prices, and, there- 
re, better business possibilities for the egg producer. 
am not a pessimist, but, on the other hand, rather 

L optimist, as to the future of poultry-keeping, but 
‘do not believe that we can safely look forward to a 
‘ture in which there will occur any very marked 
crease in market prices for eggs. There tis a limit 
‘hich the average people cannot go beyond when buy- 
g eggs for every-day use. I do not know that we 
© at present receiving that limit, but I daresay 
‘at we may be receiving a price that is not far below 
| If this be true, how is the poultry and eee pro- 
‘ier in the future to conduct his business so as to 
(cure a reasonable profit on money, time, and labour 
vested? The egg-comsuming population continues 
“grow, and the comparative consumption of eggs 
fows a slightly upward, but more advancing curve; 
‘ile in order to meet this demand the country con- 
‘mes to import vast quantities of eges annually. This 
ist establishes a need for the development of a home 


jultry industry, and points ‘to a — possible 
Cupation for avery large number of people. 
Means. then, that ‘the poultry industry 


lust ‘be permanent, and that in spite of 
Sfact that we may not safely look forward to 
atly-inereased prices, we must develop a type of 
Tustry that will meet the situation at least with some 
masure of success. JI cannot but believe that this 
ans more efficient production and a eutting down 
costs. 

Among the various factors which determine the cost 
| €ge¢ production, ome of paramount importance is 
ib of feeding. It has been in line with my duties 


for a number of years to visit some several hundreds 
of poultry plants. I hawe been impressed again and 
again by the fact that the feeding of poultry is too 
often done in a more. or less haphazard \ nuy, and with- 
out the careful attention that should be given to that 
part of poultry management. In these days and 
times, every pound of poultry food stuff costs real 
money, and no poultryman has the moraill right to 
misuse a single pound of foodstuff. I am convinced 
that if poultrymen are to use the various foodstuffs 
available with greatest possible economy, they 
must study the problem of poultry breeding from every 
possille view point, and then determine upon a more 
or less fixed ration, which willl give to their fowls the 
required food nutrients at lowest possible cost. The 
problem of making «a practical and economical poultry 
ration is not an easy one, because there are so many 
factors involved. The laying flock is the unit of fun- 
damental iraportance on the average poultry farm, and 
the successful and economical feeding of that flock 
will either make or break the fimameial success of the 
venture, and. therefore, for that reason, and because 
of the limitation of time, I iam going to confine what 
I shall have to offer this iafternoiom to the subject 
of practical rations for laying hens. 

The poultry feeder must bear in mind that in the 
preparation of an economical and practical ration he 
must accomplish two distimet objectives. In the first 
place, the body of the fowl must be maintainied, not 
only in matural physical condition, but in condition to 
make possible the useage of a relatively enormous 
quantity of raw food materials, which must be taken 
inte the body, digested, and transformed, and turned 
out as the finished produet—eggs. The various work- 
ing tissues of the hen’s body is constantly wasting and 
wearing. and, therefore, as fast as destruction takes 
place, repair must follow, and that repair demands 
the expenditure of energy. The poultry feeder, 
especially when he is feeding for winter egg produc- 
tion, must arrange a ration that will maintain the 
bodies of his fowls in good condition, and in good 
order, rendering them capable of standing wp under the 
more or less forcing methods of modern poultry-keep- 
ing. It is scarcely necessary for us, as practical poul- 
try-keepers at this time to go deeply into the subject 
of just what maintenance rations must be, or even 
what percentage of the total ration will be used for 
maintenance purposes. It is rather for us to attempt 
to arrive at a ration which willl accomplish whit we 
desire, namely, economical ege production, while at 
the same time maintaining the bodies of the fowls in 
health and good conditions of flesh. I believe that we 
can best measure our attempt to furnish a sufficient 
maintenance ration by the results obtained. We depend 
upon pulllets usually for the greater part of our winter 
table egg production They are layers which have but 
recently come into that function, It is vitally impor- 
tant that every hen, and particularly every pullet 
entering the winter season for egg productiion,. should 
be in good condition of flesh before making the start. 
The ration, which is fed during late autumn and early 
winter days, therefore, must be particularly efficient 
as a maintenance or conditioning ration. If laying 
hens do not enter the winter season with am egg sur- 
plus of fat and flesh, they cannot plossibly stand up 
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under a prolonged season of egg production. Through- 
out the laying period comparatively high demands are 
being made vonstantly upon the bodies of the birds in 
order that egg production may be kept up. In the 
second place, poultry-feeders must prepare a ration 
which will provide those nutritive elements that are 
especially essential to egg production. Certain amounts 
of the usual food nutrients, proteims, carbohydrates, 
and fats are needed very much to manufacture eggs ; 
we have, therefore, two very distinct objectives in the 
feeding of laying hens which must be combined 
inseparably, but, nevertheless, really. 

The experience of commercial egg producers, and the 
research and experimental work dome by scientific 
poultry workers point out with more or less definite- 
ness certain relationships that should exist between 
protein, contents of laying rations, and the carbohy- 
drates and fats. This relationship when expressed 
numerically we term the nutritive ratio 

In discussing a practical ration, I am going to give 
as an example a ration which I have used for more 
than twelve years, under conditions that are not 
omeatly different from those which pertain here. Inci- 
dentally you may be interested to know that this 
ration which I am about ‘to give you for your com- 
sideration is one of a number with which we are pro- 
posing to coniduct a series of experiments on the new 
plant during the coming winter amd following season. 

I believe that the practical egg-producing ration 
must roughly be divided into four more or less dis- 
tinct parts, the first two being major in importance. 
I would give as tthe first essential part of a ration a 
mixture of grains, which, in terms of cofimon usage 
among many ‘poultry-keepers, might be called the 
seratch grain ration. A daily ration of hard grain is 
essential for two important reasons. In the firstt place 
it is from this part of the ration that the greater 
amount of maintenance material is to be derived. lt 
has been my experience that the proper use of the 
scratch grain ration would regulate the flesh and 
physical condition iof the hens, and that, therefore, 
the combination of grains in it should be most care- 
fully worked out, and then the proportion of seratch 
grain ration to the balance of the ‘entire ration most 
earefully watched and managed. The unskilled or in- 
experienced poultry-feeder will perhaps make his 
greatest errors in poultry feeding in connection with 
this part of the ration. I would suggest that several 
points concerning the scratch gnain ration ought to be 
considered by every poultry-feeder. 


(To be Continued). 


GLAMORGAN AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE COUNTY EGG- 
LAYING TRIALS, 1924-1925, 


From %9th October, 1924—22nd August, 1925. 


Report for Tenth Month. 
Figures: are Total Points to date: 

Light Breeds—J. Joshua, Tiondu (W.L.), 475; R. J. Evans, 
Ahertridwr (W.L), 451: Howell and Phillips, Barry (W.L.); 406; 
Mrs. KH. H. Parry, Llantwit Major (W.L.). 369; D. Hopkins, Port 
Talbot (W.L.), 416; Mrs. C. I. Rich, Dinas Powis (W.L), 361. 

Heavy Breeds.—J. Joshua. Tondu (R.I.R.), 635; R. J. Evans, 
Abertridwr (RTR.}, 616; A. Evans, Barry (R.1.R.), 547. Harrop- 
Griffiths and Hall, Bridgend (R.I.R.), 474. J. R. Thomas, Barry 
(R.I.K.,) 450: J. arnett, Clydach (W.W.), 481. 

During the tenth monthly period dry mash birds laid 1,015 
first-grade eggs; 356 second-grade; 13 underweight; wet mash birds 
laid 662 first-grade; 266 second-grade; 9 umderweight. 


Coccidtosis. 


GEO. ATKINSON, M.R.C.¥.S, 


The title of this paper is ‘‘ Coccidiosis,’’ but, as 
Coccidiosis is too large a subject to be dealt with} 
in a short paper, I propose to confine my remarks 
to Avian Coccidiosis, ‘and, as there is nothing ney 
to relate about this disease, I shall recapitulate 
briefly the life history of the parasite, symptoms, 
etc., and deal more fully with Control and Pre 
vention, as these appear to me to be most im 
portant in view of the present state of our know) 
ledge concerning the medicinal treatment of the 
disease. 

Coccidiosis is a parasitic disease which, i 
fowls, involves the intestine primarily, and whuiel 
frequently causes’ great mortality in chicks from 
one week to two months old. In fact, it 1 
generally accepted to be second only to Bacillary 
White Diarrhoea in economic importance to thy 
poultry industry of this country. 

As the bird gets older its natural resistance & 
the disease increases until the adult bird maj 
harbour the parasite without showing. any 
symptoms. 

The parasite may attack all varieties of domes 
ticated and wild birds, but infection is likely k 
be spread more quickly from bird to bird when they 
are kept in large numbers in captivity. Thus 
when the parasite is introduced into a poultry 
farm, it may cause a total loss of the young stock 

Coccidiosis also sometimes causes great mor 
tality amongst pigeons, pheasants, grouse, turkeys 
ducks and other birds, tame and wild. 

The death rate varies aiccording to the severib| 
of the infection (i.e., the number of oocysts avail 
able for consumption), the cleanliness of th 
poultry plant, the sanitary arrangements, and th 
general health of the ‘birds. The mortality ma) 
be as great as 100 per cent. in some outbreaks 
and in others, although the mortality is less, th’ 
survivors remain stunted and useless. 


Etiology.—The parasite causing this disease j 
known as the ‘‘ Eimeria Avium,’ and it belong 
to a branch of the larger family, ‘‘ Coccidia.” 


Life History.—The life history of the Eimeri 
Avium may be found in any text-book on diseasé€ 
of animals or birds, but, to put it very briefly, | 
has three stages, two of which are passed withi 
the bird, chiefly in the epithelial cells lining th 
intestine, while the third is passed on pasture ¢ 
wherever the excreta of the diseased bird happet| 
to be dropped. In this last stage the parast! 
takes the form known as the Oocyst, and it is th 
form which is responsible for spreading the diseas) 
The oocysts are not infective when they are voidé 
by the diseased bird, but require a certain leng) 
of time to mature. This time varies from 24 how 
under the most fayourable laboratory conditio} 
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© twenty-five days or more under favourable out- 
¥-door conditions. It is important to remember 
hat the envelope of the oocyst is very tough, and 
will resist the action of disinfectants used in their 
ordinary dilutions. 

Unfortunately, very little exact work appears 
0 have been done on this point, but I think it is 
generally accepted that quick-lime, the cresols and 
tude creosote will destroy the parasite, or at least 
vestroy its power of sporulation. 


| Symptoms.—There are no characteristic symp- 
oms on which one can make a diagnosis of 
occidiosis. Diarrhoea is the most important 
ymptom in chicks. The droppings are semi-fluid 
nd usually whitish in colour, but they may be 
uite fluid and haye a brownish tinge. In very 
cute cases the droppings may be deeply stained 
ith blood. In addition fo diarrhoea, there is 
eakness, rumpled feathers, drooping wings, a 
anched appearance, loss of appetite, sleepiness, 
ad eventually great emaciation. In the very acute 
uses death usually takes place in two or three 
ays, but less acute cases may linger for two to 
ur weeks, 

In adult fowls the disease usually assumes a 
‘ore chronic type, although outbreaks of the acute 
‘pe do sometimes occur. In the latter the bird 
ssumes the dejected, drooping appearance with 
Ss of appetite, which is shown in tnany illnesses. 
| the sub-acute cases the bird develops a_pro- 
essively increasing listlessness, and stands apart 
pm the others, only taking an interest in life 
feeding time, when the appetite appears normal 
: May be even ravenous. These symptoms mal 


shown for from two to three weeks, at the end 
which the bird may die quite suddenly after a 
ort period of unconsciousness. 
{tn the more chronic form the comb and wattles 
ly tbe pale; the appetite seems to be normal 
ule the bird is feeding, but the total amount con- 
med is usually less, as the bird has not such a 
‘od appetite as the others, andi takes little in- 
est in grubbing. This state may continue for 
veral weeks, and end in death if the source of 
2 infection is still present. 

“maciation is marked both in the sub-acute and 
vonic cases. Leg weakness and paralysis are 
quently observed. 
‘#ynen gives the following description of an out- 
tak of Coccidiosis in fowls 34. months old, in 
ich paralysis was the chief symptom. 

1 carcases submitted for examination Coccidia 
ice found in great numbers in the caecum and 
| intestinal mucous membrane : there was great 
laciation while the crop was always full. The 
‘aptoms shown were as follows :--The paralysis 
F shown principally in the feet. The birds sat 
‘mm abruptly, their feet stretched out, and 
wled along the ground helping themselves along 
Mapping their wings. Sensibility of the feet 
‘maintained, and there was no general 
alysis. The appetite was normal. The course 
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of the disease was 7 to 15 days, the fowls becoming 
extremely emaciated. 

Post-mortem appearances.—The post-mortem 
appearances of Coccidiosis are by no means 
characteristic, and a definite diagnosis can be 
made only after a microscopical examination of 
the excreta, the intestinal contents, or the in- 
testinal mucous membrane. The lesions are in 
the intestinal tract, and are most noticeable in the 
caeca. In acute cases in chicks the caeca may 
be filled with a blood-stained semi-solid mass 
which distends the caeca, and may be seen through 
their walls, Extremely acute cases sometimes 
occur in chicks in which the caecal contents are 
quite fluid, and appear to be nothing but blood, 
the unopened caeca being dark red in colour. 

Occasional cases have been seen in chicks in 
which the liver was affected. The liver showed 
yellowish-white circumscribed areas, varying in 
size up to that of a threepenny-piece, and rather 
resembling the lesion of ‘‘ Blackhead ”’ in turkeys. 

In older fowls the caeca may or Iaay not be 
distended. In many cases the distension is marked, 
and the caeca are firm to the touch over a con- 
siderable extent of their length. Haemorrhagic 
patches or whitish spots may be seen in the caecal 
walls. One caecum only may show lesions, but 
usually both are affected. The caecal contents in 
Such cases consist of a solid mass, greyish in 
colour and cheesey in consistency. The mucous 
membrane is completely degenerated and forms 
part of the mass. The-lining membrane of the 
duodenum is usually congested or haemorrhagic. 

On seeing such lesions in conjunction with the 
symptoms previously described, one should 
strongly suspect the disease to be Coccidiosis, but 
the disease may be present, especially in the sub- 
acute or chronic form, without lesions being 
apparent to the naked eye. Therefore, micro- 
scopical examination ‘s essential before arriving 
at a diagnosis. 

Diagnosis.-—The diagnosis of Coccidiosis is, 
fortunately, comparatively simple, providing that 
one possesses a microscope and sufficient know- 
ledge to be able to recognise an oocyst on sight. 
A little of the contents of the caecum is taken, 
and, if necessary, mixed with distilled water on 
a glass slide, and a cover-glass is placed over the 
mnixture, which is now reaidy for examination. 
With a magnification of about 300 and reflected 
but reduced light the oocysts will be seen as 
shining, oval bodies with a double envelope and 
a granular material occupying the centre, while 
at each end is what appears to be a clear space. 

In cases which have died in the early stages, the 
oocysts may not have developed, and then it is 
necessary to make sections of the intestinal wall. 


One has seen very acute cases in which the 
caecal contents appeared to be nothing but blood, 
and were crowded with merozoites but no oocysts. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Bacillary White Diarrhoea 


Its Control and Eradication. 


By T. M. DOYLE, F.R.C.Y.S., D.¥.S.M. 


It is impossible, I fear, to deal comprehensively 
with this disease in a short paper, and, as you are 
already familiar with many of its characteristic 
features, I propose to treat only with certain points 
which are of practical interest, land which have recently 
been investigated. 

Since Rettger in 1908 discovered the causal agent of 
B.W.D.—the B. pullorwm—anid proved that 1 was 
the actual cause of the disease, a great amount cf 
knowledge has been iaccumulated. The greater part 
of this is due to the work of American investigators, 
and particularly to Rettger and his collaborators. They 
worked out the life cycle of the parasite, proved its 
localisation im the ovary of the *‘ carrier ’’ bird, amd 
its transmission through the egg. 

There is no record of when the disease was first 
introduced into Great Britain, but it has probably 
existed here for a very long time, and its present 
prominence is due to the great expansion of poultry 
farming during recent years, nd more particularly 
to the increased employment of artificial methods of 
incubation and the large unit system. 

Chicks hatched under hens iare just as susceptible as 
those artificially incubated, ‘but the mortality 1s 
smaller, and there are fewer ‘‘carriers’’ amongst the 
survivors. This is pertly due to the dark warmn 
atmosphere of the imcubator being favourable for the 
survival of the causal parasite, while under natural 
conditions the light and temperature have an inhibi- 
tory effect, and rapidly bring about its death. 

As hen-hatched chicks aliso are continually on the 
move, the infection is disseminated over a wide area, 
and the same conditions do not occur as in a erowded 
brooder house. 

The symptoms shown by affected chicks are com- 
mon to several diseases. They are, thierefore, of little 
assistance in making a diagnosis. 

The history of an outbreak is, however, of some 
value. When a heavy mortallity occurs in a hatch 
during the first four or five days of life, tand the 
majority have diarrhoea, and provided there has been 
no mismanagement, the possibility of B.W.D. being 
present must be seriously considered. 

The naked appearances found on post-mortem 
examination are not sufficiently characteristic or com- 
stant to enable a definite diagnosis to be formed. If 
the attack has been acute there will mot have been 
sufficient time for changes to have occurred. 


The light-yellow colour of thie liver, which is fre- _ 


quently mentioned as a lesion of the disease, is merely 
its normal appeananee during the first few days of 
life, and gradually chavges to dark brown. Congestion 
and necrotic nodules in the dungs are the most chanac- 
teristic lesions found; these wiecur, however, im onily 
about 40 per cent. \of cases. ‘The necrotic nodules are 
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frequentily attributed to aspergillosis, due to a fungus=| 
A. fumigatus—a condition which is not common iy 
chicks, ut deast, in this country. 
Pnemonia, with purulent foci, iis frequently er) 
countered in incubator-hatched chicks, amd such cate) 
may easily be mistaken for the lesions found in th 
specific pneumonia of B.W.D. 
A bacteriological examinatiion tis the only reliab) 
method of discovering the presence of the diseasi 
and, in my opinion, no confidence eam: be placed in) 
diagnosis based on the maked-eye appearance found 4} 
post-mortem examination Furthermore, the coms) 
quences which may arise from a mistake in this respei) 
are too serious, both to the breeder and his clients) 4} 
justify the employment of unreliable methods. 
During recent years, at the Ministry's Yaborator| 
the bacteriological examination of ‘lange mumbens | 
chicks, suspected of B.W.D., his shown that not on! 
60 per cent. were infected with this disease amid 4 
per cent. had died from other causes. These figury 
prove the necessity of accurate methods and justify {]| 
carrying out of a detailed bacteriological examinadit: 
in every case. | 
THE PERCENTAGE OF CHICKS WHICH SURVIVE 4 
OUTBREAK THAT BECOME ‘“ CARRIERS.” 


Rettger and his collaborators have shown that of 
of eighty-eight chicks which were artificially imfeete) 
21 (23 per cent.) gave positive reaictions to the aggl) 
tination test cne year lalter. | 

We have tested twenty-one chicks, two months oj 
the survivors of an outbreak, amd found eleven: or i 
per cent. infected As the outbreak through whil 
these chicks had passed was of the average type, Wii 
about a 70 per cent. mortality, it may be concilud | 
that in the majority of cases about half the chic} 
which survive become carriers. 
‘ Some breeders state thiat ialll chicks are affected wil 
the causal orcanism of B.W.D,. and that as 
result of weak comstitutions, climatic conditions, § 
dietetic errors, the disease makes its appearance.” J 
evidence has been piroduced to substantiate this theo, 
amid in some cases, at least, it is brought forwil 
merely as ‘an. excuse for having solld diseased chicks. } 

A detailed bacteriological examination has bd 
made of a large number of known healthy chicks f 
varying ages, and from many hatches, and im 
instance have we succeeded in isolating — 1 
B. pullorum. It is reasonablie to conclude, theretcy 
that this organism iis mot 1a normal inhabitant of @ 
healthy chick 

INFECTED EGGS. : 

Most workers on this disease have confirmed @ 
original finding of Rettger that the B. pullorum 
transmitted through the egg laid by the camvier bil 
It is generally assumed thiat onlly a small pereent ? 
of eggs are infected, but as there appeared to be 2 
accurate information ion this poimt, the follow g 
experiment was carried out :— 

Fourteen carrier birds were trap-nested for a ped 
of 110 days during the months oof March, April, Mj 
and Tune. These were pure-hned birds of four de 
rent breeds (W/L, W/W, L/S, R.1.R.). They vs 
well fed wnd kept umder the best of. conditil 
throughout the test. | 
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The total number of eggs laid was 341, an average 
of 24 per bird. The B. pullorum was recovered from 
the yolks of nine, giving a percentage of 2.6. 

Only four of the fourteen birds laid infected eggs. 
As, however, the organism was recovered from the 
ovary of all the remaining cases, if is reasonable to 
assume that if the observations had been continued 
infected eggs would have eventually been found in 
every case 

The percentage of infected eggs laid by the four 
birds mentioned above was:—®é per cent., 8 per cent., 
14 per cent., 18 per cent. respectively. 

It nay be concluded, therefore, that infected egas 
are laid iat very irregular intervals, and that the 
percentage, at least in some cases, is much higher 
than was generally supposed. 

Two birds (Nos 155 and 177) laid 46 and 53 eges 
respectively, and none of these were infected, The 
large number of healthy eggs land by these two carriers 
provides an explanation of those cases which are 
frequently met with where some hhateches are healthy, 
while others are diseased, although the eggs are from 
the same stock. 

The egg-yield from the remaining twelve birds was 
very low, as the following results willl show :— 

16, 15; 19. 22,.16,.6, 22242, 15, 3. 

This observation is important, as it proves that the 

ego-laying powers of the majority of carriers are very 


/ seriously impaired as a direct result of the disease. 


The carrier hen, therefore, is umprofitablle as well as 
dangerous. It is of imterest to note that the egg 
white was never infected with B. pullorum, although 


) we nave found that it has no inhibitory effect on the 


srowth of that organism, as it has been shown by 
Fleming and Allison to have for certaim other 
organisms. 


(To be continued.) 


“LEICESTER MERCURY” COUNTY LAYING TRIALS. 


Officially Supervised by the Leicestershire County Council Agri- 


(cultural Education (Joint) Committee, Horticultural Sub-Committee 


lith Monthly Report for the Period July 13th—August 9th, 1925. 

Mr. W. Rolling reports that the result of the eleventh month 
of the above trials, terminating on August 9th, shows a slight 
decline in the number of eggs produced—1,5/1 eggs, as against 


1,598 tor the previous month. ‘nis gives an average of 14.2 eggs per 


bind, or slightly more than 3.5 eggs per bird 1or each of the four 
weeks ‘The total number of eggs laid during the 44 weeks is 
mow 19,885, an average of :77.5 per bird, and ot this number 83.9 
per cent. were first-grade. ‘there has been a slight increase in 


» broodiness among the heavy breeds, and a few birds have started 


to moult, but all birds are in good health and condition, and 


pe “eam of infectious disease has occurred throughout the trials 
late. 


One bird, Mrs. R Crawford’s White Leghorn, Pen 2, No. 3 


| died from a tumowrous growth on the oviduct and peritonitis. 


The positions of the competing pens are practically the same as 
last month. The best performance for the month has been made 
by Mr. T. F. Wildman’s pen of R.I. Reds, which laid 117 eggs, or 
195 eggs per bird. This was closely followed by Mr. £. Hill’s pen 


| of RI. Reds, which laid 114 eggs. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


The position. of each pen and total eggs is given below :— 
Section 1. Division A. Light Breeds (Six Birds).—Mrs. R. 


| Grawford (W.L.., 1188 eggs; Orawford and Dowell (W.L.), 1931; J 


and A. Moore (B1.1i.), $12: Alan Kemp (BI.L.), 819. 
Section 1. Division B. Weavy Breeds (Six Birds).—T. F Wild- 
man (R.1.R.), 1337. Mrs. E. Rall (R.1.R), 1175; Crawford and Dowell 


(R.I.R), 1218; Lasly Dorothy Fraser (R.1.R.), 1181; C. B. Payne 
(R1.R.), 1126; Miss G. Belgrove (R.1.R.), 1099. 
Section 2. Any Breed (Two Birds).—J. T Kidger (W.W.), 428; 


Geo Gilliver (W.W.), 402; Geo. Stevens (An), 424. Miss D. Walton 
(W.L.), 365: Mrs G. Gilliver (RI.R.), 283. 
H. T ATKINSON, 


County Imstructor in Poultry Keeping, 
6, St. Martin’s. Leicester. 
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ANSWERS TO QUERIES—Continued. 


W. D. (Burnley) refers to a statement in another 
journal to the effect that of all cereals maize germ 
meal is superior to any others in a poultry ration. 
He asks :—‘‘Is it worth the extra money it costs 
to buy this instead of ordinary maize meal?” | 
cannot say it has been demonstrated by actual 
feeding experiments that maize germ meal 1s 
superior to other cereals in a poultry ration, and 
I do not think it is worth the extra money it costs 
to buy this instead of ordinary maize meal. I| was 
the first to recommend maize germ meal for poul- 
try, but in those days it was cheaper than maize 
meal. I would not pay one penny more for maize 
germ meal than I would for ‘a good sample of maize 
meal at the present moment. The statement that 
it is Superior to any other céreals is very muis- 


leading. Certainly for growing stock it is not 
comparable with ground oat. In answer to my 
correspondent’s second question, the stove to 


which he refers, and of which he asks my opinion, 
is a very sound investment, and it is perfectly true 
that sprouted oats give greater fertility in winter. 
With regard to autumn colds in pullets. These are 
always prevalent, and one of the most common 
causes is allowing young pullets to crowd into the 
corners instead of getting them on to the perch 


early, as also is overcrowding in the Colony 
houses, and insufficient ventilation. Assuming 


these causes to be removed, sulphate of copper in 
the drinking water as a preventive will be found 
fairly effective. The correct formula is to dissolve 
four ounces of powdered sulphate of copper in a 
quart of water, and add one ounce of the solution 
to every gallon of drinking water, and allow the 
birds nothing else to drink, but if used as a pre- 
ventive half the quantity should be given every 
day. The sulphate of iron which my correspondent 
suggests would not be effective for this purpose. 


T. F. N. (Knockholt) asks me to explain in these 
columns the difference between Early Maturity and 
Precocity. It may be there is .a distinction 
without a difference, but when we are speaking of 
something which is precocious we mean some- 
thing which is ripe before the usual, or, shall we 
say, the proper time. In an article on breeding, 
which appeared in the Register last year, I tried 
to define a precocious as apart from an early 
maturing pullet. They are not figures on which 
one would care to dogmatise. I should define as 
a precocious pullet in the light breeds, one which 
laid before it was 160 days old, and, in a heavy, 
before it was 180 days old. .Now we have to dis- 
tinguish between precocity and early maturity. 
Any light breed pullet which laid between 155 
and 190 days I would call an early maturing pullet, 
and for a heavy breed would extend the time to 
210 days. After that. they would be described as 
late maturers, but I am not attempting to lay 
down an arbitrary law. My correspondent re- 
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marks :—‘‘I have some cockerels amongst others 
saved for breeding, hatched in late February, which 
stood out prominently from all the others, from 
the chicken stage. They now look like fully 
matured birds ; they bully all the others, and when 
fed with grain they call invisible hens to feed. 
They are of fair size, but not on the large size.’’ 
These birds appear to me to be rather precocious. 
That is, there is too early sexual development. My 
correspondent should watch them to see how it 
affects their future development. Often this pre- 
cocity is detrimental to the future development of 
the bird. I am afraid I have failed very badly to 
define exactly what I. mean by early maturity and 
precocity. 


“Ration’’ (Warwick) wishes to know whether 
I would advise him to commence feeding his White 
Wyandotte pullets five months old on an all-mash 
ration. They were reared on a wet and dry mash 
and grain system, but for the last two months 
have been fed on dry mash and grain°only. I 
cannot think it is advisable to feed on an all-mash 
ration, especially as the winter months will soon 
be here. I would advise him to feed a dry mash 
ration entirely as follows :—1 lb. bran, 1 alfalfa 
meal, I ground oats, I maize meal, and one meat 
and bone meal, and as the last feed give a good 
heavy feed of grain—as much as the birds will 
pick up in twenty minutes, preferably kibbled 
maize. The dry mash hoppers should be open all 
day, and if he wishes to give a wet mash in addition 
this should be given at mid-day. 


INDIAN LAYING TEST, 
WELCOME YOR BRITISH COMPETITORS IN SIXTH ANNUAL. 


_ Much good has been done to British prestige in poultry circles 
in India by the wins recorded by British breeders jin past years 
in the Indian iaying Test. 

The U.P. Poultry Assoviation of India has decided to run 
another three months’ Egg Laying Test, to be carried out from 
ist November, 1995, to 31st Jamuary. 1926, at the expense of the 
U.P. Poultry Association, in the Association's ground, Lucknow, 
India Competition will be open to all poultry-keepers. Each pen 
will consist of one pullet «nly, entries closing on ist September, 
1925. Many valuable pnizes will be awarded to the owners of the 
birds producing the greatest number of eggs, in accordance with 
the rules during the competition 

Soecial certificates of merit will be awarded in the case cf 
each individual pullet seoring 50 eggs or over during the period 
of the test. ‘The birds will be completely isolated or encloseil, 
special visiting days will be arramged, and duly announced. The 
feeding and welfare of the birds will be under ithe supervision, of 
the secretary, U.P.PA. A night watchman will be on duty 


throughout the competition to guard against amy theft. The 
U.P. Poultry Association will appoint an expert manager for the 
test. All birds must De sent carriage paid to Lucknow, in prio- 


perly-constructed crates, and forwarded with the official label, 
which wil! be sent to each competitor a full fourteen days prior 
to the date fixed for the reception of the birds. No bird must be 
sent until full instructions have been received from the Secre- 
tary, U.P. Poultiry Association, or from Spratt’s Patent, Limited. 

ape season in India has a perfect climate, and birds lay 
well. 

English livestock is growing increasingly popular throughout 
India, and an entry in this competition gives British breeders 
opportumity to make their stock widely known in one of the 
largest markets of the world. British breeders. who have for. 
warded birds to India for this test in. each of the past five years 
have been thoroughly satisfied with the treatment received at the 
hands of the U.P. Poultry Association cf India. 

When birds are not required to be returned to England after 
the test. the U.P. Poultry Association arranges to sell them on 
behalf of their cwners. = 
_ All arrangements for forwarding British birds, iand for receix- 
ing entries from_breeders im this country are in the hands of 
Spratt’s Patent, Limited. 

Breeders who wish to open business relations with India 
through this test are invited to amply at once to Svratt’s Patent, 
Limited, Shipping Department, 24/5, Fenchurch Street, London, 
E.C.3, for leaflet giving fullest details 


Correspondence— Continued 


ROUP. | 


Dear Mr. Newman,-—You have on several occas 
sions in your recent issues asked that poultry 
farmers should give ‘any experience that they have 
had of ‘‘ Roup,’’ so, following Mr. Toovey’s excel: | 
lent example, I have pleasure in stating mine :—- 

In June, last year, one of my laying houses, | 
holding about 250 White Leghorn hens, was| 
affected with Diphtheric Roup. The birds began 
dying, and I lost twenty-two in all. Getting 
nervous I wrote to you on the subject, and on 
your recommendation got mto touch with Mr. 
Albert H. Brain, who promptly visited my fara, | 
and in a couple of days took the matter in hand | 
and treated them by his method. 

After Mr. Brain’s first visit no further deaths 
occurred, and the disease was completely cured in} 
a fortnight. | 

The effect of his treatment was to at once reduce | 
egg output in.the treated house to about 25 per| 
cent. of what it had been, but in three weeks the | 
birds were again in full lay, and, indeed, were} 
laying better than ever. 

I have every confidence in Mr. Brain’s remedy, 
and feel certain I shall be able to deal successfully 
with any outbreak that may occur in the future, 
although if the precautionary measures Mr. Brain) 
recommends are taken I should imagine such an) 
outbreak unlikely. ra 

Yours truly, 
JOHN S. NAPIER. 


| 
| 


Re CO-OPERATION. 

Sir,—Co-operative ‘Poultry Products do not} 
handle my stuff. They could not offer me the) 
price I already realise. I therefore do not have,} 
as far as sales are concerned, any interest i| 
them. As a producer, however, they cause me’ 
great disappointment. They do not appear to| 
alm at marketing anything approaching a Grade A| 
egg, and | fail to see how their eggs will be im! 
any way superior to the article collected and) 
marketed by the ‘‘ higgler.’? Where will they do} 
the industry any good? : | 

As for table birds, they are reverting to auction| 
sales. Of course, it 1s most gratifying to think) 
that there will be a purely poultry and egg auction) 
mart run by poultry farmers, but do they imagine} 
that the dealers attending will not form rings as] 
in any other auction mart? How much of the! 
profit possible will go to satisfy their unnecessary| 
introduction of another middleman? Do they) 
imagine buyers from all parts will attend when the! 
figure given for their two months’ output of table! 
birds is only 20,000? What will happen to the| 
birds which, sent by members, are considered by) 
the society unsuitable for purchase by the said 
society ‘at an auction run by the society itself? | 
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If the society buys at the auction, it is paying AEROPLANES. 
1 auctioneer to sell its members’ produce to itself. 7 
here is the advantage of membership ? To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 
If it does not buy, again where is this advantager rine 
ill a member whose birds are not bought by the Deéar “Sir —>- Your corresporident, ‘‘ P.C., 


ciety Share the profits made by the society on 
e birds it does buy? If so, do members supply- 
g first-class stuff subsidise members who produce 
ferior quality goods? 
Briefly, does it not amount to this? Become a 
ember, send your birds to the society's auction ; 
the society buys your birds you may get a price 
little higher than the dealers would give you, 
3S, | presume, the auctioneer’s fees. 
Ti the society does not buy, the dealers have it 
Sit Own way as in any other auction. Where 1s 
2 inducement? Where is the advantage of Co- 
eration ? 
[s not this merely another lamentable instance 
a Co-operative Society failing to function in its 
st important sphere by letting other people in 
take the profits of efficient marketing? What 
's will mean to the member selling his produce 
ough the society appears to me to be, in the 
tds of the chairman of the society, ‘‘ Self- 
Gent.’ | am, Sir, yours, etc., F. G. SWAN. 
Sach Sot ee ook ee 


: NORTHERN UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY'S LAYING 
COMPETITION, 

Ninth Report—June I3th to July 10th, 1925, 
Zeautiful summer weather has prevailed during this period, 
'we have had the longest spell of dry weather since the 
petitions of 1920-21. Most days the sun heat las been tem- 
d by a cool wind, so that no deaths from heat-stroke have 
@ recorded, as was the ease during the competition mentioned, 
‘advantage of altituie! 
‘he health of the flock has been excellent, and although a 
birds are. moulting it has nut, as yet, become ecommon. 


diness, on the other hand, has been general, ali breeds being 
lved. Egg returns show a good average, the highest collec. 
being 374 on the 14th June, and the lowest 300 on July 10th. 
birds, White Legherns (160 and 228) have topped the 200-mark, 
@ White Leghorn 141 has laid 136 eggs on consecutive days, 
ly first-grade. 176 have been broody 


DUCK SECTION. 
ull these competitors are in good health, egg produiction again 
us. OWlng to quite a number falling into comnlete moult, the 
tamding pen for the month being Mr. Wilson Beattie’s pen of 
a-Campbells, Pen 135, with 122 first-grade eggs 
res are Total Eggs for Month and Total to date respectively. 
ection No. 1, Championship {Ten Birds)—Messrs. Longworth 
- W.L.), 146, 1385; Mrs. Crookes (W W.), 171, 1372; G. B. Met- 
‘{BI.), 209, 1359: Mrs. Canning Roberts (W.L.), 177, 1348: J. 
mpson, 214, 1515, 
ection No. 2. White Leghorns.—Wm MeMahon, 66, 721: Nor- 
F. E Kimberley, 103, 706 dames A. Rigby, 85, 697: Richard 
ley, 83, 609; K. J. Stone, 77, 591: Norval Swarbrick, 113, 646. 
tion 3. White WyandottesRobert P. Virtue, 81, 727; Mrs. 
Wilson, 58, 642; J. E Helm, 82, 730; Thomas Pinder, 70, 604; 
‘louse, Beaumont, 77, 597; James Booth, 76, 588; Jiaames Hodg- 


72, 611 
ection No, 4, Other Variety (Non-Sitting)—Mrs. J. H. 


Any 

(BL), 110, 523. Philip K. Berry (B.L ), 53, 610; Ernest Jackson 
), 86, 529; M. Flaherty (A.), 80, 455. 
ection 5. Any Other Variety (Sitting)—Tom Gardner (R.1.R.), 
3: J. M Thomas (K.1.R.), 64, 666; R. Duckworth (R.1.R.), 80. 
Y and T. Lumb (R.I.R.), 58, 630; J. Ashworth (R L.R.), 72, 594. 
&ction No. 6. Two Birds.—Bolton and Gardner (R.I.R.), 32, 
Mrs. A. Stow (WL.), 34, 288; Henry Purves (W.L.), 28, 284; BE. 
one (R.1.R.), 23, 260; T. H. Barker and Sons (B.R.), 38, 257. 
*etion No. 7. Single Bird—Frank Heyworth (W.W.). 16, 173; 

Tallis (W.W.),.20, 172: BR. J; Sitone (W.L.), 23, 168: William 
mdson (R ER.),. 14, 152: EM. Saul (W.L.), 19, 158; H. Percy 
Ton (W.W.), 21, 193. 

No. Small Breeders.—Wm. Machin (W.1.), 98, 789: 

Saul (W.L.), 74. 619: T. Lindley (W.U.), 107, 638: Eric’ Bernard 
e (R.I.R.), 76, 566; Robert Ingham (W.L.), 77, 469. 

enon No. %. Cross-breds.—Mrs. Clara Egar (BM. x W W,), 


2 
tion 10, Ducks.—Wilson Beattie (K.-C.), 122, 725; Maunder 
‘Jolson :K.-C.), 90, 656; Oscar O. Brown (K -C.), 109, 680: Chivere 
Sons (K.-C), $1, 644, 

yy No. Il. One Duck.—Oscar 0. Brown (K.-0.), 13, 168; 


EE. 
-, Marston (K.-C:), 25, 140: Mrs. FE. M Kirkley (W.R.), 7, 
laptain P. ©. Thompson (K.-C.), 13, 93. 


Bellamy, J. Motor Yacht, “Spray,” Coltishall, Norfolk. 
Les3ett, F B., Drayton P.F., Drayton, Cosham. Hants. 
Taylor, G. P., Pig and Poultry Farm, Burrough-on-the-Hill. 


N.U.P.S.,”" in ‘Eggs ” of the 29th ult., writes 
on the subject of aeroplanes. 
About a year ago I had considerable trouble of 
the same nature, though fortunately without 
experiencing any serious loss. iy 

Knowing the aerodrome from which the offend- 
ing machine came, I wrote to the commanding 
officer, pointing out the damage which might be 
done to poultry farms, and requesting that where 
the exigencies of the Service would permit in 
structions might be given to avoid flying low over 
poultry farms. 

Since then I have had no further trouble, nor 
have I heard of any in the neighbourhood. Fer- 
haps if ““P.C., N.U.P.S.”" were to do the same 
the trouble would be overcome, ais I am sure it is 
only due to the fact that the pilots do not realise 
that they are causing damage. 

Yours faithfully, . 
G. E. LEWIN (Captain R.N.). 


LAYING TESTS. 


Dear Sir,—During the past two weeks I have 
received about half a dozen schedules from 
different Laying Tests; and, while every possible 
thing in the way of arrangement is cut and dry 
to the smallest detail, I can still see one item 
they all miss, and I think it is one that breeders 
would appreciate having attention ; 1.¢e., the time 
that will elapse from the end of a period until the 
issue of the report. To-day, August 12th, I have 
just received a report of my birds at a certain 
test for the period ending June 24th. The reports 
have got to go out-—why cannot they always be 
issued in decent time? 

Yours faithfully, 
T.. J. McMILLAN. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP, 


Hoyle, C., Moss Fold P.I'., Tiurst, Ashton-under-Lyne. 
Lomax, Andrew, 12, Henry Street, Church, Lanes. 
Ford, E., 21, Rydal Grove, Basford, Nottingham. 
Puzey, P. H., Bow House, Stanford-imthe-Viale, Berks. 
Liymas, A. V., 16, Lansdowne Terrace, Wakefield. 
Davies, Edward, he Gardens, Wilmar Cottage, Blackburn. 
Munvo, Mrs J. B., 4, Invermark Termace, Brougihity Ferry, 
; Barnhill, Dundee. 
Cartor, R. W., ‘Brooklyn,’ Mill Road, Wallhall, Hamilton, 
Scotland. 


Brown, Wm. H., ‘‘Manzgrove’” P.F., 31, Crowlands, Romford, Hssex. 
Deancroft, P. F., Bledlow Ridge, West Wycombe, Bucks 
Morris, Robert W., Little Slinfoldland, Five Oaks, near Horsham, 


Sussex. 


Melton Mowbray. 


Frost, Wm., Chatea1 a lV Etioe, Alderney, Channel Isles. 
Middleton, F., Lower Elmg Farm, Burlescombe, Somerset. 
Newton. W. T., Soderby Gard, Tungelsta, Stockholm, Sweden. 
Mackay, Ronaid G., Davaar, Brabourne Lees, near Ashford, Kent. 
Blackwood, Jonn, Park Farm, Victoria, Mom. 

Hichens, Miss A, Trenuggo, St. Buryan, Cornwall. 

Twigg, J, Laurel Bank P.F., Kilham, Lowthorpe, E. Yorks. 
Rogers. A. W., 18, Uplands, Rogerstone, Newport, Mon. 
Marshall, J., Woodside, Tacolneston, Norfolk. 

Last, H. A., Wickham Skeith, Eye, Suffolk, 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULIURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
ERIDAY, AUGUST Mth, 1920. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—A few sales of British new 
crop wheat are reported at prices ranging from iis. 1d. f.o.r, in 
the eastern counties to 12s. dd. per cwt. f.0.2. in Kent. Samples 
otf new home-grown oats are on offer at Bristol and Lonaon, 
but transactions are few, white varieties at London making 
from 9s. 8d. to 10s. 4d. and black varieties from 9s, to 10s. per 
cwt. British teeding barleys sells at + recent rates, except at 
London, where prices have advanced from 10s. 3d. to 10s. 6d. 
per cwt. 

Imported wheat is sparingly offered and with a fair demand 
is dearer, No. 1 Manitoba averaging 16s, 2d. per cwt. as against 
14s. 7d. last week. Foreign feeding barley 13 in small supply 
and with a good demand iis slightly dearer’on the week, while 
imported oats generally meet a slow trade at about late raies. 
Maize is dearer and averages lis. 3d. per cwt. as against 
10s. 11d. in the previous week. Coarse middlings are in etter 
demand and 5s. per ton dearer at all markets except London, 
while bran has advanced similar amount at bristol and 
London. Maize products have advanced in price, maize meal 
at an average of £12 4s. per ton being 7s. per ton dearer on 
the week. Oilcakes are in better request, and both linseed and 
cotton seed cake are dearer at London and Bristol. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 17s; Hull, 
£6 17s; liverpool, £7 5s; London, £7 7s. Broad Bran: Hull, £¢ 
17s; London, £8 15s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): London, 49 17s; 
Coarse (British): Bristol, £9 10s; Hull, £9; Liverpool, £8 10s; 
London, £8 7s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 17s; Hull, £7 10s; 
Liverpool, £7 7s; London, £7 10s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 17s, 
Liverpool, £7 7s. MEAI.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £12; Halls al 
13s: London, £12 5s. Maize Meal: Bristol, 4%2 17s; Hull, £11 13s; 
Liverpool, £12; London, £12 5s, Maize Meal (S. Atrican): Bristol, 
£11 6s: Hull, £9 15s: London, £10 5s. Maize Germ Meal: Bristol, 
£11 os: Huil, £10 15s; London, £10 5s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, 
£11 15s: London; £10. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, 
£10; Liverpool, £9 10s: London, £9 15s. Bean Meal: Bristol, 
£13 159; Hull, £11 18s; London, £13. Fish Meal: Bristol, £20 10s; 

Jull, £20 10s; Liverpool, £20; London, £20 10s. 
EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 

Best British eggs and imported new laid are in light supply 
and are considerably dearer, while practically all other grades 
also show an advance. There is little of interest to report in 
the dead poultry market; prices for fowls have declined, but 
ducks are held for late rates. 

Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 18s 9d, 16s 5d; Irish, 
17s 3d, 16s 0d; Danish, 18s 3d, 178 3d; Dutch, 18s 9d, i7s 3d; 
French, 16s 6d, 15s 3d; Belgian, 17s 3d, 16s dd; Italian, 16s 3d, 
15s 3d: Lithuanian, 14s 0d, 14s 0d; Polish, 13s 0d, 12s 0d; Russian, 
12s 9d, jis 9d; Chinese, 13s Od, iis 6d. 


Dead Poultry (per lb.): l*’owls—Surrey, is 9d, 1s Sd; lrish, 
1s 4d; 1s 2d; Others, is 7d, is 3d. Ducks, 1s 4d, is Od. 
EGGS, 


Per Doz—Ashford. First, 2s 53d; Second, 2s 4d. Birmingham: 
First, is 93d; Second, 1s 9d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 14d; Second, 
is 10d. Chelmsford: First, 2s 23d; Second, 2s 0sd. Colchester: 
First, 2s 03d; Second, 1s 93d. Doncaster: First, 2s 0d, Second, 
1s 10d. Dorchester: First, 2s 5d; Second, 2s 4d. Exeter: First, 
9s Od. Hereford: First, 1s 7d. King’s Lynn: First, 1s 8d; Second, 
1s 6d. Llandilo: First, 1s 9d. Mold: First, 2s 0d; Second, 1s iid. 
Montgomery: First, 1s 9d. Newport (Momn.): First, 1s 10d; Second, 
1s Sd. Norwieh: First, is 10d. Oswestry: First, ls lid. Penzance: 
First, 1s 10d; Second, is 9d. Saffron Walden: First, 2s - 14d; 
Second, is 10d. St. lves (Hunts): First, 1s 11d; Second, is 1vd. 
Salisbury: First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s id. Skipton: First, 1s 9d. 
Truro: First, 1s 9d; Second, is 8d. Welshpool: First, 1s lta; 
Second, is 7d. *Carlisle: First, is 11d. *Derby: First, 1s iid. 
*Ipswich: First, 25 0d; Second, is 6d. *Lineoln: First, is 9d. 
*Shrewsbury: First, 2s 0d; Second, 1s 11d. *York: First, is lid; 
Second, is 10d. 

FOWLS. 
Der lb,—Birmingham: First, is 4d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, '4s 6d; Second, 4s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 4d. Hereford: 
First, is Ad. Liandilo: First, 1s 10d; Second, is 8d. Newport 
(Mon.): First, 1s 9d; Second, is. 4d. Truro: First, 1s 5d; Second, 
1s 4d. Welshpool: First, 1s 6d; Second, is 4d. *Derby: First, 
t5s 0d; Second, t4s Od. *Ipswich: First, 1s 8d; Second, is 6d. 
*Lincoln: First, tis Od; Second, t3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 
1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *York: First, ths Od; Second, t4s Od. 

DUCKS. 

Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 4d; Second, 1s 2d, Doncaster: 
First, 148 6d; Second, t4s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s $d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 3d. Llandilo: First, is 9d; Second, 1s 8d. Welshpool: 
First, 1s 4d; Second, 1s 0d. Derby: First, f5s 0d; Second, 4s 0d. 
*York: First, tés 0d; Second, tds Od. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. t Per head. 
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W. brayshaw, Keighley (W.L.), 198; H. Hershaw, Keighley (Vv 
163; 5. Preston, Haworth (W.L.), 168; S. Hartley, Haworth WV 
186: Wright and Fortune (Ex.L.), 183; B. Atkinson, Thot 
(BEL), 187: W. Vhomson, Glen Lea (B.L.), 184; J. Paget (WL) 
J Fisher, Cowling (Bk.L.), 166; F. Waddington (W.L.), 163, _ 


Section 10.—H. Downsborough (W W.). 216; A. Sawyer, 
lulls (R.ILR.), 179: Mrs. Hawkes vorth, Pool (W.W.), 184; J. “BI 
Glasburn (R.1-8.), 166; H. Downsborough (W.W.), 187; Mrs- 
Barker, Culling (W W.), 175; Tom Marks, Somerset (Lt.8. 
Wright and Fortune, Keighley (W.W.), 148; Miss Vaylor 4 
166; E. Mawson, E Morton (R.1.R ), 169. ; 
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Editorial, 


NEES eae EEE 
THE HARFER-ADAMS’ CONFERENCE. 


As hinted in last week’s issue, the discussion on 
the papers read at the Harper-Adams’ Conference 
Was insufficient to allow many of the points at 
issue to be thoroughly threshed out, therefore, 
with the permission of our readers, we propose to 
deal as far as possible with those which, in our 
opinion, were of the greatest interest and import- 
ance, in the hope that they may be induced to 
sontribute their views: 

SHX-LINKED INHERITANCE. 

We will give Dr. Crew’s definition, merely stating, 
oy the way, that Mr. Michael Pease, Professor 
Punnett’s colleague at Cambridge, in answer to a 
question by the Dr., expressed his agreement with 
the general thesis as enunciated by him. 

_ DEFINITION: In their general transmission from generation 
© generation, from parent to oitspring, certain heritable characters 
(details of structure and function) are clearly associated in an 


mtimate manner with the mechanism by which sex is deter- 
nined, and for this reason referred to as ‘‘ sex-linked characters. ’’ 


Discussion centred round the economic signifi- 
tance of sex-linkage rather than on its’ scientific 
aspect. Almost the first question asked was as 
0 its value to the general farmer, the querist 
stating that he found considerable difficulty in 
answering it himself. If the farmer is running 
-ight Sussex and selling the cockerels for table 
jurposes, what advantage is it to him to use a 
sross-bred in order to be able to detect the sex 
ithatching? There were many attempts to answer 
the question, but to us it appeared that the real 
sont was missed. The first advantage would be 
nthe quicker development of the cross-bred stock, 
ind the second, in the fact that the chicks could 
% separated at hatching, and the cockerels speci- 
illy fed for table production, which should lead to 
heir being not only ready for market at least a 
Ortnight earlier, but in a better quality flesh. 
_One of the main points made by Dr. Crew was 
he higher fertility and the greater vigour of the 
TOss-bred stock. We may here say that Dr. Crew 
lid not pose as an advocate of cross-breds, but 
vas simply ‘‘ putting a case,’’ his object being 
© induce those present to discuss the value of 
sex-linkage. 

On the question of fertility we do not think 
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there 1s very much reason to complain with the 
pure breeds, but it is rather on the point of hatch- 
ability and vigour that our arguments should be 
based. This week we visited a well-known com- 
mercial egg farm, and were shown figures giving 
the results from a 3,600 Mammoth incubator ; 
94 per cent -of fertile eggs were hatched in one 
case and $2 per cent. in another, and over 2,000 
of these had travelled from the West of England. 
The fertility was very high throughout-—the breed, 
White Leghorns. 

We maintain, as we always have maintained, that 
if breeding and selection are right, the pure-bred 
can hold its own with any cross both as regards 
vigour, hatchability of the eggs, and rearability 
of the chicks. We do not yet think that a good 
case has ‘been made out for sex-linkage, except 
in so far that it would be very helpful to the back- 
yarder and small poultry-keeper, who could buy 
day-old pullet chicks. 

If we come to the question of the commercial 
egg farmer, has it been demonstrated that it is 
economical to destroy the cockerels of the light 
breeds at hatching? 

In the majority of cases he can detect the sex 
at three weeks or a month old, and even if he only 
obtained'6d. each for them this would be a better 
proposition than killing them on hatching. 

We now have to look at it in another light. The 
crossing of the heavy and light breeds for egg 
production and table purposes. Here, again, it is 
dificult to see the advantage of the sex-linked 
cross, for a Leghorn and Wyandotte would not 
make such a good table bird as the Wyandotte 
pure, while the crossing of two heavy breeds, such 
as the R.I. Red and Wyandotte, certainly results 
in increased broodiness, and we have reason to 
believe a lower production than when these breeds 
are bred pure. 

Dr. Crew urged the advamtage of crossing 


' within the {breed in order to secure uniformity, and 


instanced the Red and Light Sussex. This 
was sound advice so far, but such a cross, until 
the Red Sussex has been bred for egg production, 
would only result in a lower production in the 
progeny. 
. We found, in conversation with many of those 
present at the Conference, that they were begin- 
ning to get dubious as to the economic value of 
the sex-linked crosses. 

We leave it at that for the present in the hope 
that our readers will put forward their arguments 
in favour of sex-linkage. 
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IN-SHELL MORTALITY 

On the Tuesday morning we had an excellent 
paper from Professor Willard Thompson, which 
was listened to with close attention. 

There is one quotation in his paper which is of 
the first importance, and which we repeat here:— 

“Pearl, Lamson, Card, Dunn, and others 
have stated that all eggs are ®t equally 
hatchable because they are produced by 
mothers which are unequal in their ability to 
produce hatchable eggs.”’ 

Professor Thompson goes on to state :— 

‘This would indicate that probably hatch- 
ability is inherited.’’ 

Writing in ‘“Eggs”’ on June 18th, 1919, we 
stated :— 

‘“Many breeders are not aware that hatch- 
ability is an inherited character. Those who 
possess the knowledge, in the main, fail to 
recognise its economic value. We have 
hens which lay a very large percentage of 
unhatchable eggs which are a distinct menace 
to the economic value of the flock, as they will 
transmit these undesirable characters to their 
progeny.” 

Professor Thompson stated that Dunn had 
asked and answered four questions. We are here 
referring to the third of these :— 

‘‘ Are the differences (in hatchability) due 
to differences in egg production of the 
mothers? ’’ 


Dunn answered this question by stating that he 
found no correlation between egg production and 
hatchability; With this statement we are in full 
agreement, for we have collected evidence during 
the past few years which indicates that the eggs 
of the high producer are not less hatchable than 
those of the low producer. Figures have shown 
that a comparatively large number of low pro- 
ducers are poor hatchers, while we have evidence 
that some of the highest producers give the maxi- 
mum hatchability. 

We must realise that it is purely a matter of 
the individual, and the actual production does not 
affect hatchability. The pedigree breeder should 
select for high hatchability just as he should select 
for high fecundity. 

One point which was of extreme interest and 
importance, and for which no explanation has so 
far been offered, is the abnormal position of such 
a high percentage of chicks in the shell, and 
is particularly interesting to note that Sanctuary, 
in his study of unhatched chicks from pedigree 
eggs of a strain of R.I. Reds, which had been 
selected each year for high hatchalbility tendency 
found they gave some indication that the percent- 
age of abnormal embryos was slowly, although 
continually, reduced by that selection process. He 
does not endorse a suggestion which has fre- 
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Practical Ration Making | 


Principles and Practices. 


By WILLARD C. THOMPSON. B.Sc., 
Director, National Imstitute of Poultry Husbandry. 


(Continued from Page 124.) 


(1) The grains to be used in the scratch grain ration | 
must be selected with due regard to their nutritive | 
content, to their usefulness to the fowls, to thelr cost} 
and availability. L 

(2) Generally speaking, the nutritive ratio of the | 
scratch grain ration should ‘be rather wide, that is, the | 
proportion of carbohydrates and fats taken together, | 
to proteins, should be relatively high. In the ratiomg | 
which I have used I have found that a nutritive | 
ration of 1 to 7, or 7.5 is approximately the most } 
satisfactory. . ; 

(5) The grains used should be easily avadlable, and} 
not exorbitant in cost. 

(4) The proportions of each grain used, other things . 
being equal, should be simple in order to facilitate the | 
home mixing of the scratch graim ration by the aver ; 
age poultry-feeder. 

(5) The seratch grain ration should be fed in such 
a manner as to keep the fowls in the desired condi | 
tion. It has been my experience that this ig a matter | 
of. first, the proper distribution of the feeding of the 
scratch grain ration through the day; and, secondly, | 
the proper amount of scratch grain ration allowed } 
during the various months or seasons of the year. Im} 
elaboration of the first point I would suggest thab | 
under average conditions maximum results ean be ob- | 
tained by dividing the daily scratch grain nation into} 
three feedings, the first, consisting of approximattely | 
quarter of the daily allowamce, fed at breakfast time; 
the second feeding, consisting of another quarter Of} 
the daily aillowance, fed at noon; and the third teed=) 
ing consisting of half the daiily allowance, fed within) 
the hour before the fowls retire to the perches. The die} 


quently been made that the position of the embryo} 
within the shell may be influenced by the mamipi} 
lation or handling of the eggs during the period] 
of incubation. Is it possible that this position 15) 
very often influenced previous to incubation and | 
not during it? 

One point on which Professor Thompson failed | 
to remark is the texture of the shell. During the} 
examination of over 4,000 eggs during the past} 
two seasons we have found quite a high percent} 
age ot poor hatchability due to the exceedimg| 
thickness of the shell. This occurred in most casés| 
with the eggs of the general-purpose breeds, pat-} 
ticularly R-I. Reds and Barnevelders. It was not) 
so often apparent with the Wyandotte, Rocks, OF 
the light breeds. 


(To be Continued.) 
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‘ibution of the daily grain ration has the advantages ot 
timulating exercise among the fowls in the early 
laorning ‘hours, and finally filling their crops just 
jetore night comes on, leaving them to digest the heavy 
pyening meal while on the perches and inactive. Re- 
jarding the second poimt—thiait is, the total amounts 
f scratch grain rations allowed laying hens during 
rious months—I would give for your consideration 
ihe results of experiments conducted on a very large 
jumber of commercial egg farms over several years. 
i study of results gives us the recommendation that, 
‘ther things being equal, ‘the average laying flock 
should ‘be fed twelve pounds iof scratch grain ration per 
tundred fowls per day during the months from 
Yovember to April mclusive, and ten pounds daily per 
ne hundred fowls during the remaiming months, with 
he possible exception of September, during which 
nonth a drop to 84lbs. iis usuailly justifiable. No hard 
md fast rulle can be laid down successfully as to the 
mount of scratch grain ration to allow, as this must be 
foverned by the condition of the hens. 


(6) The scratch grain ration, consisting of equal parts 
if cracked maize, wheat, amd oats, in my experience 
las proven of economical value Using the digestible 
witrient table of Kaupp and Ivey, the mutritive natio 
# this scratch grain ration is 1: 7.8. 


| The second part of the feeding programme for lay- 
ng hers consists of the mash ration, which is a com- 
mnation of ground grains, or milled by-products. The 
mash ration is counted by the practical poultry-feeder 
us being primarily the part of the ration which forces 
gg production. This essential purpose of the mash 
ation should guide the poultry-feeder in compounding 
‘t. Ido not wish at this time, because time will not 
illow, to enter into a discussion of ‘the relative 
fiiciencies of wet and dry mashes, but I must for the 
Marposes of carrying out my illustration tell you that, 
MD combination with the scratch grain ration sugges- 
ved above, a dry mash accessible to the laying stock 
WG aill times has been used. There are a few points 
fonnected with this dry mash which I would lay 
vefore you 

| () The simpler the vombination, the easier the task 
# the poultry-feeder, who mixes his mash ration at 
jome, iand by so doing usually secures a cheaper mash. 
The ration which I have used, amd have seen used 
through several years, consists of equal parts by weight 
‘Wf wheat, bran, sharps, Maize meall, ground oats, and 
Meat meal. 


(2) I believe that it is usuallly conceded by poultry- 
‘eeders that the nutritive ration of the dry mash 
shourd be, ias compared with the nutritive ratio of the 
sratch grain ration, very narrow. The nutritive ration 
or the ratio given above is approximatelly 1: 2.75, 
lepending upon the quality of meat meal used. 

_ (8) Under average conditions, and in consideration of 
esults obtained, this simple dry mash mixture has 
vorked out tobe one of the most economical and 

theapest dry mash mixtures tried. There are two 
Vays of looking at the cost of the mash ration; one 
new point is to consider it as a mash capable of pro- 
Iteing egos, and, therefore, earning a certain amount 
er piound. 


(4) I believe that this dry mash mixture, which con- 
tains approximaitely (24lbs. digestible proteins, 167lbs. 
digestible carbohydrates, and 203Ibs. digestible fats, 
in every 500lbs. of mixture, offers a sort of standard as 
to nutrient content required for layimg hens. Any 
mixture of available food materials which will furnish 
approximately these amounts amd proportions of 
digestible nutrients should be efficient for the purpose, 
and if certain other combinations tham those suggested 
here can be made locally without widely interfering 
with this balance at a more economical cost, there is 
no reason why changes to such a basic mash should 
not be made. 


It is keenly importamt that we should not depart 
very tar from these suggested rules as to amounts of 
scratch grain ration to allow, amd as to the avail- 
ability of dry mash, butt experience has suggested to 
me that when using these rations, especially for 
winter egg production, there should be maintained a 
certain relationship between the amounts of scratch 
grain rations consumed and amounts of mash con- 
sumed. Usually it is te be recommended that the 
daily amount of dry mash consumed should be ap- 
proximately equal to the daily amount of scratch grain 
consumed. The poultryman cam do this by varying 
his grain ration according to mash consumption. If, 
however, by doir ¢ that he notices that he ig lowering 
his daily grain consumption materially beyond thie 
amounts suggested above, it ig mecessary that he 
should give serious attention to ways and means of 
forcing an increased consumption by his fowls. This 
is particularly important and necessary during early 
winter days when the fowls are just coming into lay. 
May I suggest that the usual ways amd means that I 
have found to be effective in building up a heavier 
mash consumption, are to inerease the hoprier space, 
to keep the birds closely eonfined, anid, therefore, near 
the heppers, to some times offer an additional moist 
mash during the noon hour, and umder exceptional 
circumstances to even include a tonic in such moist 
mash for a short period to stimulate the appetites of 
the fowls. ‘The essential point is to maise the mash 
consumption tc a figure that will compare with the 
grain consumption 


In: building either of these first two cites of the 
daliyrations for laying fowls, the poultrymam should 
be @ilided by the content of idigestiblle nutrients in the 
feeds which he proposes to use. A foodstuff is wasted 
even if cheap unless the f6wl is able to digest the 
nutrients contained. For many years we have been 
working out our poultry rations by acceptance of the 
digestible nutrient tables, which have been given to 
us by such scientific workers as Wolff, Letham, and 
Armsby, because they have been the best information 
that we have had concerning digestibility of foodstuffs, 
but those digestibility tables were worked out with 
cattle, horses, sheep and swine. It is not necessarily 
true that because a caw can digest a certain percen- 
tage of the nutrients im a foodstuff that a hen wiil 
digest and use the same nutrients im that same food- 
stuff. Just recently we have been given a report from 
the North Carolina Agricultural Experiment Station, 
which is callled Technical Bulletin No. 22, on the sub- 
ject of “‘Digestive Coefficients of Poultry Feeds and 


134 EGGS. 


August 26th, 1925. 


Rapidity of Digestion,’’ by Kaupp and Ivey. — This 
bulletin is valuable, not only because it gives the 
results of their important work, but at summarises all 
work that has been done by scientists to date, con- 
cerning the digestibility of the various nutrients in 


ordinary foodstufts by poultry. I could detain you for a 
; ee 2 Bs 


very long period by going into a digeussion of important 
points brought out by the investigations cf these two 
men, but I will point to only two as indicative of ths 
fact that our conception iof the real value to some of 
the ordinary foodstuffs to poultry feeding may be 
somewhat altered by am exact knowledge of their 
digestibility by fowls. As a first example they find 
that sharps is at the foot of the fist im tota: digestible 
nutrients per 100lbs. As a second exampie we find 
that they suggest that wheat bran is very low in 
digestibility, so far as poultry is concerned. 

I would suggest that any of you who may be parti 
cularly interested in studying out poultry rations from 
the standpoint of obtaining a maximum quantity of 
digestible nutrients at lowest possible costs might 
obtain, this bulletin with very great good. 

We must not forget that food passes through the 
system of the-laying hen in a remarkably short period, 
aud that chiefly for this reason the hen is incapable 
of digesting any appreciable amount of fibre. Our 
hens are best fed when the ratiom is low in fibre con- 
tent. 

The third part of the ration for laying fowls con- 
sists of what we might term supplementary foodstufis. 
In this list I would roughly include some sort of green 
succulent feed, than which there is no better than 
sprouted oats, grit, oyster shell, possibly mimieral 
mixtures, and possibly milk. It is the primary course 
of these supplementary foods to furnish vitamin 
minerals and other food elements that may be as yet 
but little Aanderstood, shell{forminmg material, {amid 
mechanical devices for the grinding of food in the 
gizzard, as well as tonic to the appetite. Because 
Captain Halnam has so clearly discussed the mineral 
and vitamin requiremenits of fowls I ishiall leave. this 
point by just pointing out that these supplementary 
foods are vitally essential to a complete ration. 

The fourth amd Jast part of the ration is a simple 
one, consisting sdlely and entirely of water, _ but 
my observation has taught me that sometimes poultry- 
men do forget that im order to make the rest of the 
ration useful amid usable the fowls must have a con- 
stant supply of fresh clean walter. 

In the short time allotted to me I fear that my 
discussion of practical ration making may be quite in- 
adequate, but I leave whatever there might be of sug- 
gestion in this paper with you for comsideration. As 
T said at the beginning, we must put together a mix- 
ture of grains and ground products in such a manner 
as to secure a maximum of eggs with a minimum of 
expenditure, while at the same time maintaining our 
fowls in health and condition. The suggestions in 
this paper are offered :nerely as a basis for the solving 
of the nation problem in any one of your respective 
communities. Given the list of available foodstuffs 
and their costs, one can end should secure the figures 
which indicate digestible mutrients contained, and 
thereafter be able to put together a practical ration 
that will accomplish the objective in mind. 


Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Pull particulars of membership will be sent by return oa | 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newmaa, The jf 
Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


CATCHING A FOX. 

Miss Greville, of Addlestone, thas ‘had the following 
interesting experience with a fox. She writes @ 
under : — 

“We think you will be interested to hear of our expemence ‘wit 
a fox. In two raids this fox killed 19 of our best 1924 bards 
trap-snested for the future breeding stock, so we moved the mes 
of the birds and houses with wooden fico.s, shutting them am a 
might. Last Sunday morning, when we went to feed, one bin 
did not come off the tnap-nest, and on looking in then 
appeared to be not only @ feathered inmate butt a furry one. Th 
trap was propmtly dropped. After placing a wire firmiy m_ fron} 
we again lifted the trap, amd saw a dead hen and a fox! Th 
hen was a broody one, and had entered the nest without dnog| 
ping the trap, and so had not been noticed, and the fox had gon| 
in after her, and was trapped—a novel use for trap-nests. ~ 1 
was certainly a wase of * the Biter bit.’ 


FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 

Our members are now beginning to ‘‘take hold” 0 
the scheme, anid I am pleased to say we ave receivii) 
numerous letters testifying of the excellent quality 0} 
the feods supplied 

The mashes ave giving the greatest satisfaction. Thy 
following is an extract irom a letter received from Mr} 
J. Deakin :— ; 

“T wish here to say that this mash—particulanly the last-—); 
very zood, and giving excellent results. But what is quite aj 
important it is saving me my sub, to $.P.B.A. over and Ove) 
again’’ 

Mr. W. J. Dray, The Nurseries, Ramsgate, asks u 
to mention that he is having feedimg stuffs mow, ami) 
would be pleased to hear from anyone else who woul 
care to join him. 


| 
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RATS. 
A member in Switzerland writes as under :— 4 


‘* Dear Mr. Newman.—I send you the following extract (tran! 
lated) from a Swiss agnicultunal paper in connection with thi 
destruction of rats I ‘have not tried it, as I do mot suffer fro 
the depredations of that rodent; therefore, I @annot guanants 
the efficacy of the procedure recommended. For all I know yo 
may have known the suggested methods since you were in yo 
cradle :— 

‘ Divide walnuts, carefully retaining the contents im the 
shells, boil them for twenty minutes in wood iashes, the| 
dry. Rats will eat them readily. Lay them about the plac 
After a few days the mortality among these rodents willl t) 
very noticeable.” ’* 


BLINDNESS. 


Our old friend, Mr. P. L. Johnson, has written mj 
in reference to my comments om blindmess in Ias 
week’sassue He says :— i 

“Dear Mr Newin.1n,—Noticing your note on Blindness som) 
few days ago, I have had quite an epidemic of this both in youn] 
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ices and adult fowls. Afrer a lot of trouble it was traced to 
‘sing barley straw for litter, small paniticles of the ‘husk’ vetting 
lito tbe eyes, and causing inflammation. When the litter wag 
yanged there was no more trouble.’ 


I do not think this apples to the particular cases to 
hich | have referred. It seems to me to be an 
iherited trouble, and we would like to get some more 
iformatiion on the subject. 

As a curious treatment for blindness, i imay mention 
letter received this morning, in which the writer 
iabes that one of his bens has gone blind in one eye, 
ad he thas given her castor oil for a week. with no 
fect. Any information on this subject of blindness 
all be gratefully received. 

Please do not attribute it in this case to any 
eficiencies in the diet, as I have reason to be con- 
need that it is not due to dietetic causes. 
| Simce writing the above I have received a letter from 
essrs. Buchanan amd Prentis, which is particularly 
teresting, as the. trouble here was apparently 
etetic. Mr. Buchanan writes :— 


} We had an outbreak of this early this year and probably 
or 16 Lieghorn pullets affected. The only possible cause we 
uld put it “down to was feeding (bolted and spronted swedes. 
‘e usually ‘hole’ the swedes, but this open winitier we left 
em in the ground, and the very mild weather in January 
jused them to sprout and become ‘ giasey.’ In this state they 
je, of course, dangerous to stock, and an old shepherd told me 
had known sheep go blind after eating them. I sent a bird 
Major Saunders and attaich his repo.t. I took this particular 
ad off the perch one morning—a fine pullet im full lay, and as 
md as a bat—from which it appears that the attack is 
tddem, as she could see to get to perch overnight.”’ 


Major Saunders’ report was as follows :— 


“The bird anrived alive quite safely, and I am keeping for a 
4y or so to see ithe effect of treatment. The qase appears to be 
{ intoxication of the brain, rather than actual disease of the 
498 themselves, and this I ‘shiould judge has been caused hy 
jisonous matters evolved in tthe gassy swedes, It is well known 
{at roots in this condition elaborate substances that. may be 
jisonous to stock, but the exact niature of the toxins have not yet 
fon definiely. identified. I should, at all events, discontinue 
iiding these swedes J should advise 2() grains of glaulber salts 
j? bead as ia purge io help to clear away the toxic matters 
im the system, ’ 


Writing three weeks later Major Saunders reports :— 


“The report on the first live bird has been delayed, because 
jthoueht i+ better to keep her under observation, and try the 
€2ct of treatment. ‘As far ias genera: health was concerned, 
$s Was quite norma!, but gradually went totally blind. The 
jst-mortem showed her 40 be im good condition, and just about 
tlay. The eyes were tn a glaucomatous condition, .¢., 
Iedened, and with increased inter-oci ua pressure. This I eam 
(y think conkl have been brought about iby swedes, especially 
she was one of many to suffer from the game eye condition.’ 


This is verv interesting and also of importance, as 
Idoubt whether many of our readers had ever sus- 
ected the feeding of sprouted swedes woulld cause 
[ndniess. 


SCOTTISH EGG-LAYING TEST. 


The report of the tenth period is to hand, and 
Isntion is made of the fact that warm and dry 
Vtather prevailed. The birds were in a_ healthy 
(ndition, but moulting was very prevalent. 

Egg production for the month average 10.48 per 
td; as compared with 17.52 in the previous 
nth. 


lhe average per bird since the beginning of the 
LestcisrtG0, On. 
Ducks moulted heavily, and there was a great 
drop in the number of eggs in this section. 
One is a little surprised to find such 
percentage of eggs laid during this period in the 
White Leghorn section are still second grade. 


The total number laid was 3,426, and these 
only 2,083 were first grade, and 1,221 second 


grade (under two ounces): Matters were no 
better in the Wyandotte section, where of 759 
eggs laid 337 were second grade. 

As far as production is concerned, the White 
Leghorns have certainly done well, with an aver- 
age per bird of 173 eggs, and Mr. Baxter's leading 
pen is ‘an exceptionally good one, with a record 
of 1,140 eggs, only 149 of which were second 
erade. 

Mr. J. Prentice, who secured the S.P.B.A. Cup 
for the best winter production, has done almost 
equally as well. 

The contrast between Mr. Baxter’s pen and that 
of one or two others in the section is rather re- 


markable. For example, No- 29 has laid 1,164 
eggs, yet only scores 549 points as against se 


Baxter’s 1,108. Of t 
6098 are second grade. 
We cannot help regretting that such a high 
percentage of second grade eggs are laid by the 
White Leghorn, and we feel it is a matter to which 
breeders should give their close attention. 


the former pen not less tha 


IRON HOUSES. 


The above photograph has beem received from Capt. 


C. J. Copper, who writes ats follows :— 


se 


There has been a certain amount of discussion in ‘ Higgs’ on 
iron houses, and | thought that pemhaps ireaders of Ee Bh os 
valuable paper might be interested an my latest house, of whi 

if successful, I propose to build many. Should you feel dispose od 
to reprint this photog.aph I shall be de slighted, as I should very 
much like to have readers’ opmmions and suggestions on sam« 

The structure is No. 12 gauge, steel (circular) sheets, bolked 
together on sleeper floors, the bottom of the sheet resting on a 


sleaper on edge to give extra height. Size of house 17ft. x Sit. x 
Sft. 6in. high. Wooden firames back and front. Plenty of glass 
in front, amd three 2f Git. x Ift. 6in. floor lights at mear under- 
neath the dropping boirds. Eight trap-nests, 2ft. Oin. high 
along one side, ary feeder on platform on the opposite side, 
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“Before deciding on this house I kmew of two real * snags,’ 
viz., the interior would be like an oven im summer and veny cold 
in winter. I have overcome the heat difficulty by thatching with 
bracken to a. depth of six tmches. The house is now a perfect 
temperature. As regard ventilation, I have a louvre window in 
the top of the back section and also open ventilation at the front. 
The house, being circular, it seems ithiat all foul air must mse 
to the top of the house where there is always a moving current 
of fresh air 

“My reason for adopting this house was that I have a number 
of them surplus owing to two years of not very gemunenative pig 
breeding. 

“T have at present 30 February hatched Wyandottes in the 
house. As I stated before, I should like to hear of any members 
who have suggestions to offer, or a nybody who has lad experience 
with them in winter.” 

ee 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE EGG-LAYING TEST. 


Report on Giloneestershire laying testj(under the supervision 
of Mr. L. G. Prive, County IJmstructor in Poultty Keeping), for 
the tenth month ended 17th July, 1926. : 

During the past :nonth 4,850 eggs have been collected, against 
5,245 the previous month, giving a total of 49,383 for the ten 
months, and an average of 164.8 in respect of the 319 pullets 
entered. Some hirds are showing signs of moult: the general 
health of the flocks is good 

From and includimg this month Grade A. eggs count 5, and 
Grade B eggs count 3 points respectively. 

Early application is advised for mext seagon’s test. Particulars 
and entry forms may be obtained from the Hom. Secretary. 
Entries close August 3ist. 

Figures are Total Points to date. 

Section A il). White Wyandotte (Professional). (Five birds 
constitute a pen).--H Ludlow Hewitt, 3752; P. M. Hinton, 3712; 
E. J. Stone, 3627; H. Benmett, 3623; J. H. Boyd, 3538; H. W. Fowles, 
3449. 

Section A. (2). A.O.V. Heavy Breed (Professional).—Miss M. 
Lawrence (R.I.R.), 3720; J. G. Herbert (R.TR.), 3665; G. H. H. Sim- 
mons i 8.), 3552; M. ©. Beale (R.I.R.), 3400; GC. J. Young (R.1LRB.), 
3393: W. R. Partridge (R.LR.), 3374. 

Section A. !3). A.V. Light Breed (Professional).—-Miss) N. Town- 
send, 4119: Miss H. Baylis, 4075; Sherborne Park P.F.. 3936; G. 
B Young, 3737; Cotswold Pedigree PF., 3724: G. H. H. Simmons, 
3714. All White Leghorns. 

Section B. (1). A.¥Y. Heavy Breed. (Confined to owners of not 
more than 50 laving head).—Miss M. Brown (W.W.), 3753; Maijse- 
more School (W.W.), 3735. A. W. Moses (LS), 3616; L. Grast (W.W.), 
3387: R .T. Miles (B’Veld), 1766. 

Section B. (2). A.V. Light Breed. (Confined to owmers of not 
more than 50 laying head) —L. Grisit, 3722; C..E. Skirten, 3670; 
Miss M. Brown, 7267; J. D. Crewdson, 3246. All White Leghorns. 

_ Pea Duck Section.—G. H .H. Simmons (K.C.), 672; G. B. Young 
(K.C.), 648; Major J. G. Dugdale (K.C.), 593; S. J. Phillips (K.G.), 
591: Sherborne Park P.F. (K.C.). 523; W. RB. Partridge (W.R.), 498. 

SINGLE PEN SECTION. 

Section 1. White Leghorns.—L. Grist (13), 915; Miss N Town- 
send (5). 908; G. H. H. Simmons, 878; J. L. Brown, 870; H. W. 
Stephens, 863; Miss N. Townsend (19), 842. 

__ Section 2. White Wyandotte.—H. W Fowles, 966; W. R. Part- 
ridge (34), 899: Lord Sherborne (37), 862; W. R. Partmidge (38), 826; 
Lord Sherborne (39), 804; G. H. H. Simmoms (31), 783. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Red.—Miss) M. Lawrence (59), 909; 
G. B. Metcalfe, 743: Miss M_ lawrence (42), 674: 8. Barnes, jun. 
(48). 645; W. R. Partridge, 620; A. Dauntom,. 482. 

Section 4. A.O.V. Light Breed.—Churchdown P.F. (Ancona), 
8 Ley Fem fae See 701 ; G. B. Youmg (B.L.), 640: Church- 

own P.F. ET iby . Major J. G. Dugdale (B.L.), 592; Mis é 
Johnson (W, la B), 873. eae 
¥ Section 5. A.O.V. Heavy Breed.—Miss M. Lawrence (Bf.R.), 303; 
S F ae SOE ay Ce a Foe (Aus. Orp.), 733; 

: ; artridge (B'Veld), 716; La edisloe (Aus. Orp.), ; 
erat a os LAS ee ve (L.8.), 651. % : Dt 

_ Section 6. ucks.—Mrs. H. L. Hanks (K.C.), 260; H. W. Fowles 
(K.0.), 232; Mrs. W. Pearce Fllis (KC.), 189; F. L. Walters (7) 
(W_R.), 177; W. R. Partridge (15) (W.R), 164; Miss N. Townsend (12) 


(K.C.), 163 
H. 3. WRIGHT, Hon. Sec., 
Shire Hall, Gloucester. 


TEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE. 


EGG-LAYING TRIALS. 


The new Laying Tirials, under the auspices of the above, and 
open to all poultry-keepers in the counity, will be held at the 
Midland Agricultural and Dairy College, Sutton Bonington, near 
Loughborough. The trials will commence on or about the 15th 
October, and wiil run for 48 weeks. ‘There will be sections for 
pens of six birds, amd also sections for the smaller breeders. The 
entrance fee wiil be 7s. 6d. per bird, and the closing date for 
entries will be September 15th. Full particulars cam- be obtained 
from Mr. H 'T. Atkinson, County Instructor, 6, St. Martin’s, 


Leicester 
H. Tf. ATKINSON, County Poultry Imstructor. 
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Utility Duck Club Notes. 


bby HUGH B. CARRINGTON. 
| 


Let me apologise first of all for having failed t/ 
write these notes lately, but the failure 1s, { think! 
almost excusable. Floating the Duck Egg Cam 
paign, taking a hohday, and recovering fror| 
both, are fairly good reasons for the omission, 

With regard to the campaign, all U.D.C. mem 
bers will, it is hoped, have received their packet 
of posters long ago. Many have written and ver 
kindly sent ‘along subscriptions to help forward th 
movement. Needless to add, it is a very €xpensiy| 
business, amd if ALL Duck Egg producers Wi 
only realise that what is being done is done] 
THEIR: OWN INTEREST, and will contribut 
accordingly, it will be of immense help. Withou 
the necessary sinews of war progress 1s hindere¢) 
A young but vigorous and growing industry shoul) 
easily be able to put up the necessary sum, Is 
anything upwards of £200, for ‘aj cause which} 
absolutely vital to its future: 

To turn to the effects which have, so far, beel 
reported as the result of the display of the Duc} 
Egg Poster. One member writes to say that ff 
the first time for two years it has been possibj 
to get the same price for duck eggs as for he 
eggs, previously it had always been lower. Sever) 
others write that they have obtained increase} 
prices, and a good many to say that the deman| 
is exceeding the supply. So far so good, but it 
not good enough. Such _ reports need to Tf 
universal, and it is only by constantly peg gin} 
away at the campaign, by continual perseveran(’ 
and push, that the duck egg will come into 1 
own throughout the country. No good cause Wi 
ever won without a fight, the enemies in this hg} 
are the foreign egg, public prejudice, and | 
people who do not trouble to market their eg{) 
properly. The first: oft these enemies contribut’ 
to the second, for many foreign duck eggs aj 
neither good to look at nor good to taste ; tli 
counter to both these enemies is the reduction } 
the numbers of the careless producer by the 1} 
crease in the number of those who market tht 
eggs well. 

A leaflet is published by the U.D.C., as part j 
the campaign, on proper methods of marketin} 
and if anyone who has any doubt on the subje 
will read this leaflet, it may perhaps help them / 
be more successful in disposing of their produty 
and thereby not only helping themselves, ‘but oth 
duck-keepers as well. 

My meaning is that a convert to duck eg; 
made in one part of the country will often lel 
to other converts in other parts of the county. 
till gradually the demand becomes general. 

Now for a practical hint. As all duck-keepé 
know, ducks after their summer moult come rapi( 
into lay again, and given proper management ¥ 
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, lay some very long sequences of eggs through the 
autumn and winter At this time, when ducks are 
in full production, there is often a comparative 
scarcity of other eggs. It is therefore obviously a 
,time for making a push, and the U:D.C. poster 
should be displayed on every possible occasion. 
| Retailers should be urged to show :t in their shops, 
/and persuade their customers to try duck eggs 
: while private customers should be prevailed upon to 
take duck eggs in leu of the unobtainable hen egg. 
The duck egg habit will then be contracted, once 
,it is contracted there is every probability that it 
, will stick. 

It is a little late, perhaps, to talk about the 
/moult, but a few words may possibly be helpful. 
I have had various enquiries about what foods to 
give the birds when this comes on, should they 
be given linseed, should they or should they not 
/have fish meal, and soon. My own opinton is that 
it is waste of money to give linseed, and that a 
-bird which cannot moult ‘properly without ‘his 
|expensive assistance is not worth bothering about. 
'Also, I do not believe in any drastic change of 
diet—in fact, I make practically no change. Some 
time before the moult is likely to come on the 
|maize or maize products in the ration have already 
jbeen considerably increased, but that 1s all. 

This year I have had a good many reports of 
€arly moulting. These were quite expected, for 
the exceedingly hot weather we had in June and 
€arly in July was almost sure to bring it about. 
In this connection my own experience may be of 
interest: Largely on purpose, though in a measure 
on account of hack of labour, the grass, and, I 
jam sorry to say, weeds in my duck pens were 
jallowed to grow exceedingly long. The results 
jwere all that could be desired frorm an egg point 
jof view, for the birds had plenty of shade, and 
‘consequently the moult was considerably delayed ; 
jin fact, though it is now the second week in 
‘August, and there is a heavy drop in production, 
one or two pens are still laying possibles or nearly 
possibles daily. 

The whole moulting problem is exceedingly 
(mteresting, and would well repay the most care- 
ful study, for the advantage of a controlled moult 
‘will be apparent to everyone. For example, if the 
moult can be delayed till the middle of August 
instead of taking place in the middle of June, as 
‘ts frequently the case, it should be possible to 
bring the August moulters on to lay towards the 
end of September, and keep them laying right 
through November, when eggs are at their highest 
price, whereas the June moulters will very lkely 
have ceased to lay, having already produced their 
‘autumn batch iby the time November comes round. 
That such a delayed moult is possible I am almost 
convinced, the means to it being, first, good stock, 
then feeding with a view to preventing too rapid 
=xhaustion of the body fat, and lastly, shade, 
Which will prevent the parching of the skin and 
feots of the feathers. 

These theories are the result of practical ex- 
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periments, at present insufficiently protracted to 
allow absolutely definite conclusions to be drawn, 
and I shcgd toerefore be grateful if my readers, 
who have had interesting experiences of this kind, 
would write me about them. Really definite know- 
ledge on the subject would be most valuable to 
all duck-keepers. 

This autumn | hope many more duck-keepers 
will go in for recording their buds. Apart from 
the tact that it makes duck-keeping much more 
interesting, it 1s quite invaluable when selecting 
breeders for the following season to know not 
merely the number of eggs a bird has laid during 
its pullet year, (but the quality of those eggs 
throughout the season makes the extra expense 
and trouble well worth while. Personally no hap- 
hazard method of selection would ever content me 
now, and once trap-nesting has been practised it 
is rare that it is given up. 

Any new memibers joining now will be entitled to 
all the privileges of membership till September 
30th, 1926, literature published by the club pre- 
vious to that date may be obtained by them at 
specially low rates... To anyone starting duck- 
keeping the leaflets and Year Books for 1924 and 
1925 will be found full of valuable information and 
instruction. Unfortunately, my experience is that 
many people delay joining the U.D.C. till they 
have suffered disaster or disappointment with their 
birds, both of which could have ‘been saved them 
had the knowledge, which it is the object of the 
U-D.C. to spread, been obtained, or the. advice, 
which is always readily given, been sought. 


YORKSHIRE FEDERATION OF POULTRY SOCIETIES’ 
INTERNATIONAL LAYING TEST. 


Report for the Tenth Month—June 27th to July 24th, 1925. 


he close of the tenth month is making tthe initerest in the 
results of the Test become very keen, especially as in several 
cases they are very close. The White Leghorns hold the first 
three positions in the whole Test, though there is no certainty 
of their keeping iit. Pen 96 (Mrs. Clay) is still first for the 
‘Daily Dispatch’ Gold Cup, but Pen 10 (R. H. Fryers) -has had to 
yiela second place to Pem 19 {R. Rodwell), which pen is also in 
position for the Silver Cup for the second pen if the White Leg- 
horms win the Gold Cup. Birds No 559 and 376 are struggling 
hard for the ‘‘Miss Delaney’ Best Individual Bird Cur, and 
Bird 276 ‘M. A. Hinimarsh) iis one egg in front of Bird 559 (Mrs. 
Clay). Pen 1 (Allen Bros.) is the highest for the month with 122 
eggs, a very good average of 244 eggs per bird, while Bird 261 
(Leslie Williams: is the only one to lay 28 eggs. 

The heat and dry weather have forced many birds into the 
moult, especially the heavy breeds, a large number of which haye 
lett the broody coops) and gone into the moult. The health of 
the birds is normal. Egg production is slightly on the decline, 
the average per bird for the monith being 16.7. 

Every competitor will have received the 1925-26 Schedules and 
Entry Form, and it is hoped they will send im their entries as 
eatly as possible. Further copies can be had on application to 
the Hon Secretary, Mrs. Vowles, Beningbrough, York. 

The leading pens to date, with Eggs and Points respectively, 
are as follows :— : 

Class A. Section 1. White Leghorns.—Mrs. Clay, Long Pres- 
ton, 958, 969; R. Rodwell, Nelson, $70, 1048; R. H. Fryers, Bradley, 
Keighley, 933, 945. 

Class A. Section 2. Black Leghorns.—R. Rodweil, Nelson, 952, 
652: A White, Malpas, Cheshire, 888, 933, Mrs. Clay, Long Pres- 
ton, 861, 913 

Class A. Section 4. White Wyandottes—Dr. J. E. Helm, 
Newchureh. in Rossendale, 884, 906; A. Snowden Pool, Leeds. 910, 
921: Mrs. Clay, Long Prestion, 814, 887. 

Class A. Section 5. Rhode Island Reds.—Sutton and Son, 
Little Hoole, Preston, 892, 962; M. A. Hindmarsh, Skelton, York, 
766. 809: T. Gardner, Garstaing, 716, 824. 

Class A. Section 6. Any Other Variety (heavy).—Davey and 
Son, Sutton, Keizhley :L.S.), 850, 913; Wmight and Fortune, Keigh- 
ley (Bf.R.), 803, 821; J. N. Readman, Howden (Bf.R ). 727, 762. 

“Class C. Section 9 Any Variety Light Breed. Single Bird 
Section.—Wm. Wharton, Keighley (W.L.), 205, 213; Mre. E. Kaye, 
Poole, Leeds (W.L.), 199. 204; R amd A. Johmson, Chalford, Glouc. 
(W.L.), 193, 204. 


(Continued at Foot of Column, Page 139.) 
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Correspondence. 


See Ee 
THE EGG FACTORY. 


Dear Sir,—I have read with interest Mr. Morton 
Nance’s article on “The Ege Factory ’’ in the August 
12th issue of “* Eggs,’’ and I beg to submit a “few 
comments upon it, and altern: tive suggestions. 

(1) Water Tank.—This is very large (16ft. x 6ft. x 
5ft., from sketch) and would hold 4,800 gallons of 
water, weighing 13.4 tons, apart from the weight of the 
tank itself. ‘This is an obvious oversight on the part 
of Mr. Nance. One point, however—how does the 
water get up to the tamk? If by main, why a tank— 
why not direct into the ‘troughs? If by hand, ‘it 
would be much quicker to fill by hamd or by small 
hanid pumps frora ground level. 

(2) Why lift food wholesale to the second storey, 
and then throw it down again? 

(3) It is not clear from sketch whether the bins 
run down the centre of the house. If so, there is no 
access either side, and ailso the end bins and those 
under the tank are inaccessible. Storage space in the 
bins is approximately 608ft. lomg and 3ft. high, and 
presumably about 38ft. across=540 c¢. feet This 
would hold a large amount of food, would it mot? The 

wasted floor space om the second storey is, there- 
fore 64ft. x 24ft., less area of lbims (60ft. x 3ft.), 1.e., 
1,356 sq. feet. This would accommodate approxi- 
mately 339 birds (allowing 4 sq. feet to @ bird). 


(4) Cost of such a building structurally strong 
enough as regards tanks and second floor would be 
well over £600. 

I quite agrce that labour-saving is of the utmost 
importance, and submit ian alternative design :— 
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Single storey, spam roof, 80ft. x 28ft. with food 
store 28ft. x 8ft. at one end, and egg and dead stock 
room the other. 

Water laid on to each pen, either from main or 
from two small tanks at one end with hand semi- 
rotary pumps (25s. each). Nest boxes, also allowing 
for collection of eggs from the centnal passage The 
whole house to slope Qins. from food store end to the 
other end, and the passage to be fitted with light gauge 

rails, down which food truck when loaded will roll 
slowly. Food truck to be fitted with egg-rack above. 
Dry mash to be mixed in a barrel, which can be 
rotated over and over like ia butter churn, amd then 


emptied into the truek, A poultryman then walks | 
down distributing mash (or grain) right and ‘eft, picks 
up eggs with the truck rolling down. On the return 
journey the previously graided eggs, dead poultry, ete, 
are picked up. Such a lay out, cemple te with traps 
nests, perches, water laid om, troughs, truck, ete., 
could be made for £280 by a local carpenier in five 
weeks. 


Yours faithfully, 
i. ISMAY. 


THE EGG FACTORY: 

Dear Sir,—The ingenious “Iigg factory,” as 
described by Mr. Morton Nance in your issue of the | 
12th inst., seems to me, on hygienic grounds alone; 
to require ‘his further eareful consideration. 

Fyven if the floor of the loft was to be ental 
closed in (which, with the proposed “‘perforated iron 
grids ’’ and “‘ traps.’ 1s clearly not the case), dces 
Mr. Nance seriously think it would be practicable or 
desirable (1) to store eges, amd (2) pluck, draw, and 
truss dead stock, immediately over the live stock ? 

As Mr. Toovey suggests in another column, it may 
be the universal custom to feed grain ‘to poultry m 
such a way that much of it gets mixed with the 
exereta of the birds, but Mr. Nance’s proposal to drop 
the grain through feeding grids, over smaill specified | 
areas seems to ‘be worse ‘still. If these areas ame | 
cleaned out every day ail welll and good. But in any 
case I should substitute properly adjustilble automatic | 
feeders. In my experience the ground under a feeder) 
is always ‘bare ‘of litter, amd must be kept clean. The | 
same would appily to the floor immediately below the | 
orids. 

Having decided to have a tank in the roof, Mr. Nanee | 
might have mentionad how the proposes -to. fill 1m} 
Nothing is included in his estamate for installing” a 
pump or engine. 

Those waiter butts at each corner would be quite} 
inadequate for the length of guttering shown on the} 
sketch, and what use “would they be in conjunction} 
with the tank in the roof? W hy not substitute one} 
large tank raised sufiiciently from the ground to feed! 
the drinking troughs? And if Mr. Nance must w ash| 
his eges, and prepare his poultry for The table in the} 
loft, a small pump would supply the water required) 
for that purpose. A sink and waste pipe are other| 
items not yet provided for. 

Finally, a fowl-house, which ts to camry 1a loft ail 
heavy tank, must be far more substantially built| 
thian a ome-story building, and I suggest that even! 
including the cost of the extra piece of ground, a) 
slood shed adjoining the fowl-house, with a tank on} 
thle ground level, would be better, equally effective,! 
and cheaper. But Mr. Nanice may say : “What about! 
my labour-sav:ng devices for feeding ?’ 

To this I would reply that by an arrangement of 
ishides, he could quite easily fill his niash hoppeme 
from the outside, and ithrow in the grain, or fill up 
automatic feeders in the same way, ‘without risk 4 
insanitary sweepings getting mixed with the food. 

Yours faith fully, | 
HUGH M BAKER. | 


| 
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Coccidtosis. 
GEO. ATKINSON, M.R.C.Y.S. 
NESSES Ee ero." 
(Contmued from Page 125.) 


Treatment.—It ‘will be fairly obvious that no 

weatment can be of much service against Cocci- 
liosis. he parasite is usually well established in 
the host before observable symptoms are shown, 
ind a drug that is powerful enough to destroy the 
yarasites within the epithelial cells would also 
damage the delicate lining of the intestinal wall ; 
either is the Emeria Avium like bacteria, some of 
which can be controlled by vaccines, hyper-immune 
sera, bacteriophage, etc. It remains, therefore, 
0 strengthen the lining of the intestines and check 
the diarrhoea by means of tonics and astringents. 
[The catechu treatment recommended by Fantham 
and the buttermilk or sour milk treatment have 
not been improved upon as far as one knows, To 
yuote Fantham :—Ten to fifteen grains of crude 
satechu are dissolved in one gallon of water. The 
dark sherry or ale-coloured fluid thus obtained is 
idministered to the birds as drinking water. The 
solution often darkens in air, but its usefulness 
not impaired thereby. The birds drink it with 
iwidity, and a rapid improvement often follows. 
{he treatment is usually only necessary for about 
en days, and a solution containing ten grains of 
‘atechu per gallon is strong enough in most cases. 
3each and Carl found that buttermilk was useful 
n the treatment of Coccidiosis, whereas drugs, 
ncluding catechu, were not. The buttermilk 
thould be given instead of drinking water, and 
he diet restricted. Leynen, in the outbreak pre- 
‘ously quoted, administered the buttermilk as 
Ollows:—The chickens were given a littie grain 
n the morning and a larger quantity in the even- 
Mg, in order that they should be comfortable 
luring the night. From the morning to 3 p.m. the 
et consisted of buttermilk. After 3 p.m. the 
muuttermilk was withheld in order to prevent fer- 
aentation in the crop during the night, and drink- 
ag water was put at the disposal cf the chicks. 
_ Very many drugs and chemicals have been and 
te being tried and recommended for the treat- 
aent of Coccidiosis, but, as far as one knows, 
whenever carefully controlled experiments have 
een carried out, they have shown that the only 
Orms of treatment which give any beneficial 
esults at all are catechu and buttermilk. 


Control.—The best way of dealing with an out- 
reak of Coccidiosis is to control the disease by 
eventing the spread of infection from the 
iseased to the healthy birds, and preventing the 
e@infection of the birds already diseased. This 
an be done by isolation or destruction of the in- 
ected birds and disinfection of the premises. 
fedicinal treatment without these measures is 
oomed to failure, and these meaisures without 


medicinal treatment will often be successful in 
eradicating the disease. But the watchword of 
those undertaking control of the disease shouid 
be Thoroughness, in capital letters. The closest 
attention to minutest detail is essential for com- 
plete success. When we remember that the space 
occupied by a grain of oats is sufficient to contain 
approximately one hundred oocysts, one oocyst. is 
enough to infect several chicks, and several chicks 
infected means commencing all our labours over 
again, it will be obvious that thoroughness is 
essenfial., 

When Coccidiosis is suspected the suspected lot 
of chicks or birds, together with those in contact 
with them, should be quarantined pending con- 
firmation or otherwise of one’s suspicions. By 
quarantining I mean that they should be shut up 
in the house or brooder which they are occupying 
and prevented from coming in contact with any 
other birds—tame or wild. After every visit to 
the suspected birds the attendant should wash his 
hands thoroughly in disinfectant, and disinfect his 
boots by placing each foot in a shallow pan of 
strong disinfectant and scrubbing the boot while 
in the disinfectant until it is quite clean. 

When the existence of Coccidiosis has been 
diagnosed, the following measures should be 
carried out immediately. If economically prac- 
ticable, the diseased birds, together with those in 
contact with them, should be killed and burned. 
Even if chicks do survive an attack they are likely 
to be stunted in their growth, so that destruction 
13 not so wasteful as it appears to be at first sight. 
If destruction of the diseased birds is not prac- 
ticable, they should be isolated. For thorough 
and complete isolation they should be put in a 
house where there is no possibility of contact with 
other birds, and no possibility of the litter being 
blown about to be picked up by the healthy fowls 
or wild birds, which would convey infection 
mechanically or become infected themselves and 
spread the disease in their droppings. The drain- 
age, if any, should be trapped immediately out- 
side the house into a bucket of strong disinfectant 
or into a cesspool, into which quicklime is thrown 
daily. 

The isolated birds should have a separate 
attendant, who should have nothing to do with 
other birds, and who, every time he leaves the 
isolation house, should disinfect himself in the 
manner already described. If a separate attendant 
is not available, personal disinfection and keeping 
a separate overall for use in the infected house 
is the next best thing. 

a es ge ee Oe 


Class C. Section 10. Any Variety Heavy Breed. Single Bird 
Section.—M. E. and A. Robingon, Bawtry (L.8.), 205, 220: H. Downs- 
brough, Denholme, Bradford (W.W ), 216, 226; Alf. Sawyer, Gross- 
hills, Keighley \(R.1.R.), 179, 205. ; 

Highest Indivilual Bird Scores for the Month.—lLeslie Wil. 
liams, No. 261, 28 eges; Sharpe Bros., No. 139, 27; Allen Bros., 
No. 1, 27: Harry Nelson, No. 475, 26; H. Kershaw, No. 522, 26: 
J and W. Brayshaw, No. 409, 26; H. Brown, No. 496, 26: H. S. 
Robbins, No. 81, 26; H. Downsbrough, No. 468, 25: Allen Bros., 
No. 401, 25: Latham and Sions, Nio. 298, 25; H. Highfield, No. 197, 
25: GR. Poole, No. 166, 25; IR. Rodwell, No. 131, 25; Mrs. Shaw, 
No. 182, 25: Geo, Wm Sutcliffe, No. 115, 25; Lord Dewar, No: 44, 
25; Tom Barron, No. 21, 25; Will Barron, No. 14, 25. 
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If the percentage of diseased birds is very 
large, it becomes very doubtful whether the 
separation of the diseased from the healthy is 
worth carrying out, and it may, perhaps, be better 
to treat the whole flock as diseased and simply 
carry out the measures which | am about to 
describe. If the policy of isolation has been 
adopted, these measures should, of course, be 
applied equally to the isolated diseased chicks and 
the healthy chicks from which they have been 
isolated. : 

The brooder or house should be dealt with as 
follows :_—First, as much dirt as possible should 
be removed by scraping, and the scrapings care- 
fully burned. Any old troughs, nest boxes, bits 
of sacking, flannel, etc., which are difficult to 
clean and of no great value should be burned also. 
Then the whole of the interior should be thoroughly 
scrubbed and washed witli soap and water, and 
the washings put in a hole and mixed with quick- 
lime. Then go over the whole place with a 
painter’s blow-lamp, or, failing that, a solution of 
not less than 6 per cent. cresol, or undiluted crude 
creosote may be sprayed over the whole house or 
brooder and everything in it. Having thoroughly 
disinfected the house or brooder, it remains to 
destroy, before they sporulate, any oocysts that 
may be subsequently voided by apparently healthy 
birds. Therefore the house should be thoroughly 
cleaned out at least every other day, and the litter, 
etc., burned. Only short chopped straw or some 
similar easily handled litter should be used, and 
dry food only should be fed in troughs and not 
scattered about the floor. Any unconsumed food 
should be removed and ‘burned before giving 
another feed. A little slaked lime may be scat- 
tered on the floor in order to dry it after cleaning. 
The house should be kept well ventilated and dry. 

The runs should be spread thickly with quick- 
lime, and on tthe following day turned over to the 
depth of a foot. Birds which have free range 
should be penned up in a run which has been dis- 
infected for their reception, and the field m which 
they have been running should be ploughed and 
sown with some sort of crop, and in ‘any case left 
unoccupied by fowls for a year. 


(To be Continued). 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP, 


Mathias, Miss F. A., Rhosdemny, King’s Langley, Herts. 
Honeywood, H. A. “Gwesdore” P.F., Woodham Ferris, Essex. 
Barker, A. S., Higher Kilniarst, Todmorden. 

Shadforth, W., Hall Moor End. Claughton, Garstang, Lancs. 
ES G., Somes Fp Lichfield, Staffs. 

owell, Lawrence, “‘Woodside’ P.F., Hookwood, Horley, Surrey. 
Ridge, H. W., 27, High Street, Andover, Hants. eae 
Fish, James, 65. Goldhey Street, Blackburn, Lanes. 
Whiteway, H., 28. Small Holdings, Knuzden, Blackburn, Lancs. 
Parsons, Wm.. Redicap P.F., Sutton Coldfield. 
Harvey, Frank, Bretherton P.F., Bretherton, near Preston. 
Tarrant, Harry, The Bungalow, “Skerylamds,’” Monk Sherborne, 

: near Basing: 

Cowper, Miss B., Fenns Farm, West Chobham, Surrey. seine 
Hunter, H. A., “Lyndhnrst,”” Heath Park Road, Romford, Essex. 
Shorter, Mrs. A., Knock-Mo-Roon, Great Missenden, Bucks. 
Burgoyne, John l., Kirkmichael-by-Maybole, Ayrshire. 
Ogilvie, Wilfred, ‘‘Brocketts,’’ Much Hadham, Herts. 
Andrew, R., Puddlewood P.F.. Ormiston, near Edinburgh. 
Neave, H. P §E.. Bleak House, Catfield, Norfolk. 
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Bacillary White Diarrhoea|; 


Its Control and Eradication. 


By T. M. DOYLE, F.R.C.V.S., D.¥.S.M. 
SEEMS. iio aaa 
(Continued from Page 127.) 

THE CARRIER FOWL. | 
The carrier fowl is one in which B. pullorum if 
localised in one or more of the internal organs. Thi 
organs infected in order of frequeney are the ovary | 
spleen, gall-bladder wall, kidney and liver. The hear] 
blood, bone marrow, and lung do not appear to bi 
infected im the adult. a 
Carrier birds show no symptoms, and are usualll! 
in excellent condition; the majority of them acquir) 
the infection when in the chick stage. It has bee) 
stated by some writers-that carriers may make a com) 
plete recovery in the course of ia couple of months, an) 
may then be safely used for breedimg purposes.  €j 
42 birds which we have examined ithe ovary showe) 
extensive pathological chamges of a chronic characte) 
in 29, giving a percentage of 69. | 
It may be concluded that in such cases recover) 
would be unlikely to take place, amd that the birl] 
would remain a potential source of infection for life.7 
The following experiment was carried out to asceilj 
tain what percentage of carriers recover, and if thelj 
were sufficiently numerous to be of praictical impor 
ance. a 
Fourteen carriers, one year old, were put ‘unid¢ 
observation. Eleven agglutination tests were miad|) 
of each bird at intervals of one month. t 
The results were as follows :— 
(1) Ceased to react to agglutination test and cor) 
sidered to have recovered=3 or 21 per cent. — | 
(2) Reaction to test increased=5 or 35 pe 
cent. =a 
(3) Reaction to test decreased, but still pos) 
tive=5 or 35 per cent. 
(4) No change in reaction to test=1 or 7-pey 
cent. 
Therefore, of 14 camriers, which presumably acquire | 
the digease in the chick stage, 77 per cent. were stil) 
infected at two years of age, and 21 per cent., whic © 
were infected up to the age of 12 months, recoverey 
during their second year. 2 
A series of agglutination tests of carer birds mac) 
during a period of one year has shown thiat im a certall 
percentage of cases there iis a eraduall decline ind 
agglutinin content to zero, which probably signifit 7 
the complete elimination of the omganism from tt 
system. <A bacteriological examiniation of these bir 
gave negative results. The. number of birds in whid§ 
this occurs tis too small to be of practiicall importance 


DAY-OLD CHICKS CAN CONTRACT THE DISEASE Bo 
CONTACT WITH “ CARRIERS.” 

The following experiments prove this poimt:— — | 
First. Twelve day-old chicks were hioused with . 
earrier hens. The adult birds had beem kept i tl 
house for some months prior to the introduction of tl 
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Shicks, with ‘the object of bringing about a heavy in- 
ection of the ground. Two chicks died on the 14th 
say, one on the 15th, and one on the 16th, and a 
yacteriological examination in each ease showed death 
'o be due to B.W.D. Twenty control chicks from the 
ame hatch remained healthy up: tone month, when 
hey were discontinued. 
| In a second experiment, carried out under similar 
onditions, but with a different lot of carrier birds, 
wo chicks died on the 5th amd one on the 6th day. — 
Tn a third experiment nine day-old chicks put in 
ontact with 16 carriers remained hiealthy up to one 
1onth, when they were discontinued. 
' These experiments prove thait carrier hens are able 
) liberate the B.-pullorum in the ffaeces as well as 
wough ‘the eggs. The runs thus become contami- 
ated, and chicks may pick up the infection, or it may 
© carried to them by indirect means. This observation 
vovides am explanation of thiose mysterious outbreaks 
hich sometimes occur amongst the progeny of pre- 
aumably healthy stock. In future, when investigating 
ack cases, the possibility of the disease originating 
‘oa indirect contact with carrier birds om the same 
cemises must mob be overlooked. 


THE AGGLUTINATION TEST. 
‘There appears to be considerable doubt amongst 
sultry farmers as to the vallue of this test. A great 
sal ‘has been written about it in the lay press, and not 
ways accurately. It appears advisable to deal with 
is subject in detail. ‘The test is extremely delicate 
id reliable, and is of indisputable value in the detec- 
wm of “‘carrier’’ birds, but, like alll serological tests, 
‘is not infallible. Experience has shown that it is 
{uaily reliable for the diagnosis of B.W.D., as it has 
ready proved to be for certain other diseases, such 
/ contagious abortion of cattle and typhoid and para- 
‘phoid fevers of man. 
The test is based on the presence of substances, 
own as agglutinins, in the blood serum of infected 
iimals. There are no agglutinins for the B. pullorum 
| the serum of healthy fowls, therefore they never 
ive a positive reaction to the test. A positive 
jaction is generally regarded as signifying past or pre- 
‘nt infection. In the case of B.W.D. a positive 
laction would appear to indicate present infection. 
‘tis conclusion is based on the results obtained from 
le bacteriological examination of a large number of 
lactors. 
To carry out the test properly it is essential to know 
te lowest dilution, in which complete agglutination 
(curs, that should be considered as positive. This 
j portant point has not hitherto received the attention 
i deserves. In America agglutination in a dilution 
( 1/33 is regarded as a positive reaction, and in this 
(untry in a dilution of 1/50, and in lower dilutions as 
(ubtful As the result of work carried out at the 
Inistry’s laboratory, we now consider complete 
églutination in a dilution of 1/25 as a positive 
Tiction. The orgamism has been recovered from the 
Vernal organs, and from the eggs of several birds 
\th this titre. 
(An examination has been made of forty-two react- 
Wy hens, and from 37 the organism was recovered, 
fing a percentage of 88. 


| 
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| 
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The five negative cases occurred at the commence- 
ment of this work, and the failures were probably due 
to faulty teenique. A slight modification was made, and 
since then the organism has been recovered from 
every case. ‘These figures prove conclusively the great 
value ‘of the agglutination test in the detection of 


carrier birds. 
(To be continued. ) 


HARPER-ADAMS’ AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, NEWPORT, 
SALOP. 


POULTRY LAYING TRIALS, 1924/25. 


REPORT FOR THE TENTH PERIOD. 

The termination of the 10th period (i1th July to 7th August) 
brings several changes in the leading positions in some of the 
Sections, and the margin of value separating some of the pens 
1s so small that the ultimate Section leadership is very open. 
Pen 79, however, still maintains its excellent record, and leads 
the Small Flock Trials by a good margin. 

In the White Leghorn Section Messrs. Purdie’s Pen 41 has 
suffered a severe misfortune in the death of one of the birds, 
and as the reserve bird in this case has a blank record the 
pen drops considerably, after occupying the second position for 
nine months. 

Egg production during the period has been normal, a total 
of 23,841 eggs having been produced by all the competing birds, 
giving an average of 14.3 eggs per bird, compared with 14.6 for 
the corresponding period last year. In the Championship Sections 
the light breeds again show a superiority in production com- 
pared with the heavies of nearly three eggs per bird for the 
period, and for the first time have a better total average in 
number of eggs, although the advantage in value still rests 
with the heavies. 

A number of birds have gone into moult, and many have been 
broody during the period. The following is a summary of the 
leading positions :—- 

SUMMARY OF THE LEADING PENS—CHAMPIONSHIP TRIALS. 

Section 1.—Light Breeds.—A. White (BI. L.), Malpas, Ches., 
1839 eggs; Frank Snowden (W.L.), Keighley, Yorks, 1756; Miss 
N. H. Beli (W.L.), Ightham, Kent, 1839; H. Sutton and Sons 
(W.L.), Preston, 1767; G. B. Metcalfe (B.L.), Lechdale, Glos., 1770. 

Section 2.—Heavy Breeds.—E. Watson (W.W.), Colne, Lancs., 
1798 eggs; G. B. Metcalfe (W.W.), Lechdale, Glos., 1802: Miss H. 
Fowler (W.W.), Blackburn, 1920: W. Lister (L.S.), -Northiam, E. 
Sussex, 1707; G. W. Reeves (R.I.R.), Whitchurch, Salop, 1744. 

SMALL FLOCK TRIALS. 

Section 1.—White Leghorns.—W. McMahon, Newton Mearns, 
Renf., 1207 eggs; F, A. Welch, Cheltenham, 1197; Cotswold Pedi- 
gree Farm, Stroud, Glos., 1200; Capt. J, Thompson, Shrewsbury, 
1171; G. Keith Simmons, Honiton, Devon, 1113. 

Section 2.—White Wyandottes.—D. W. Gunston, Reading, 1128 
eggs; Allen Bros., Harrogate, 1110; Frank Snowden, Keighley, 
Yorks, 1085; Mrs. A. Wilson, Garth, Breconshire, 1085;; E. N. 
Sikes, Ingatestone, Essex, 1059. 

Section 3.—Rhode Island Reds.—F. and A. H. Sanders, Rugby, 
1143 eggs: Mrs. Molloy, Crumlin, Co. Ant., 1140; Dashwood Farms, 
Ltd.,. Deddington, Oxon, 1026: R. Green, Preston, Lancs., 1034; 
Mrs. H. E. Powell; Rugby, 979. 

Section 4.—Sussex.—Capt. A. A. Plimpton, Beverley, E. Yorks, 
1056 eggs; F. Rossall Sandford, Shrewsbury, 989: W. Bradbury, 
Bury, Lanes., 1000; A. Robinson, Bawtry, Yorks, 1037; A. Hughes, 
Malpas, Cheshire, 997. 

Section 5.—Black Leghorns.—W. A. Lansley, Whitchurch, 
Salop, 1062 eggs; ©. L. and J. A. Thompson, Holywell, 1072: 
Mrs. M. B. Cowley, Abingdon, Berks; -999: Wilson Beattie, 
Rothersthorpe, Northants, 986; N. §S. Robinson, Spilsby, Lines, 
1051. 

Section 6—Any Other Light Breed.—S. Street-Porter (An.), 
Ely, Cambs, 1008 eggs: W. Hamnett (An.), Blackpool, 986; Storer 
Bros. (An.), Manchester, 948; H. Lyndon Lemon (La Br.), Devizes, 
975; C.W.S. (An.), Whalley. Lanes., 968. 

Section 7.—Any Other Heavy Breed—Miss P. Mills (Rks.), 
Shropshire, 1116 eggs; F. R. Welch (Rks.), Bewdley, Wores., 995; 
O. C. Brovn (Rks.), Scunthorpe, Lines., 1050; P. E. White (Rks.), 
Market Drayton, Salop, 994; Mrs. J. M. Walker (Barn.), Newdi- 
gate, Surrey, 991. 

SINGLE BIRD TRIALS. 

Section 1—White Leghorns.—W, Hamnett, Blackpool, 225 eggs; 
W. M. Golden, Leire, Rugby, 224; S. E. Hlingworth, Bradford, 
219: N. S. Robinson, Spilsby, Lincs, 205; F. S. Low, Godstone, 
Surrey, 209. ; 

Section 2—White Wyandottes.—Mrs, Alec Wilson, Garth, 
Breconshire, 233 eggs; 8S. and T. Greenall, Grantham, 202: A. 
Hughes, Malpas, Cheshire, 201; S. Street-Porter, Ely, Cambs, 194; 
W. Barron, Preston, 198. 

Section 3—Any Other Light Breed.—S. Street-Porter (Bl. L.), 
Fly, Cambs, 196 eggs: A, White (Bl. L.), Malpas, Ches., 196: 
R. A. and A. H. Johnson (Blew L.), Chalford, Glos., 195: Chivers 
and Sons, Ltd. (Bl. L.), Cambfidge, 194; W. Hamnett (An.), Black- 
pool. 179 

Section 4—Any Other Heavy Breed.—R. Green (R.I.R.), 
Preston, 201 eggs; T. Barron (R.I.R.), Preston, Lanes., 195: A. 
White (L.S.), Malpas, Ches., 184; W. M. Golden (L.S.), Leire, 
Rugby, i73; E. Leslie Pattison (R.I.R.), Longton, Staffs, 166. 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V¥.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also ag to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the §8.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 

ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


H. J. H (King’s Neston) writes that he has some- 
White Leghorn pillets four months old. They have 
developed grand bodies, and ‘are just shooting their 
combs. They are longer in the leg than he would hke— 
possibly this is the trouble. They are weak in the 
legs. They have been reared intensivelly ; the cockerel 
in the breeding pen was a big leggy. The pulllets when 
walking pick up their feet stiff—miot ia niece easy gait— 
and when fed go down (on their hhocks. He asks: ‘Do 
you think they have overgrown their legs, as they have 
erand bodies? ’’ (2) ‘‘Is it because the earth floor is 
too dry?’ ‘What shall I do? ’’? “Tam thinking of 
giving them a bit of garden.’’—I expect these birds 
have grown. a little too rapidly. ‘““H. J. H.’’ would de 
wise to give them a bit of garden for a time, as work- 
ine in the loose soil might help them considerably, 
but, in addition to this, it would be didvisablle to give 
them two teagpoonfuls of cod liver oil to every one 
pound of mash, otherwise his feeding would be the 


same. Just reduce the bran now to two parts. 


‘Novice ”? (Pitlochry) writes that at present he is 
able to get a lot of scraps of bread, stale scones, ete. 
These he dries in the oven and grinds up in a small. 
mineer. He is using my formula both for chickens 
and the one for the few laying hens he has. He adds 
about equal parts of this ground, diried ‘bread to their 
feed, which also contains boiled scraps, vegetables, etc. 
He now asks: ‘‘ Has this dried bread any feeding 
value over and above what is contained im your two 
feeding formulas? ’’—I must confess . that Ido not 
know exactly how he is feeding. Apparently with my 
formula, boiled seraps, and vegetables, and this diried 
bread, but in what proportions I do not know whether 
the scraps exceed the formulae or not, Tni answer to 


this question: The dried bread would not have 
feeding value over and above what is contained im the 
two feeding formulae. Approximately it woulld be 
equal in value to the ground oats or maize meall, 7] 
am pleased to know that *‘Novice ” has gained muel 
information since taking ‘‘Eges.”’ 


Hl. G. B. (Ipswich), with many others who ar 
writing now, is troubled with dice among ‘htis binds, amx 
asks ameans of ridding his birds of them.—Wk 
generally acknowledge that Commercial Crude Sodiun 
Fluoride is the most satisfactory agent, because it no 
only kills the lice, which are actually alive, but thosi 
which hatch subsequently. One pinch applied to thy 
head, one on the neck, two on the back, one on th 
breast, and one on the tail belaw the vent, and one © 
the inner side of each wing willl be effective in four o 
five days, or a quicker way is to dip the binds, holdin) 
them with the wings over the back, with the lei 
hand. The bird is submerged in the solution, wit] 
the head out: ruffle the feathers thoroughly with th 
right hand to secure penetration of the fluid to th! 
skin all over the body, and duck thie head once or twice 
withdraw the bird and release it. One ounce of Thi 
Sodium Fluoside should be mixed to each gallon ( 
tepid water. Of course, a warm sunny day is nee 
sary for this method. The method strongly recommet 
ded by Herrick iis a dusting powder made in the fo. 
lowing manner :—-24lbs. of Plaster of. Paris, spread i 
a shallow pan or tray; one-fourth pint of Crud 
Carbolie Acid, poured intc a cup, and into this) 


poured three-quarters of a pint of Gasoline Th 
mixture of acid and gasoline is then poured over ti} 
Plaster of Paris, and thoroughly mixed, rubbir 


through a wire screen on to ia piece of paper. It shoul 
then stand from two to two-anid-half hours un) 
thoroughly dry It must not be placed near a flan 
or any heat. and the powder should be placed in | 
closed jar where it will retain its strength for a Tor 
time. 


M. B. W. (Luddensdown) sends sample of dric 
yeast, which is not satisfactory. She states that fo 
merly she has had it in a powdered form. This | 
flaked. It is not only cm this account that Fal 
criticising it; but because it lacks the pumgeney al 
flavour of a good sample, and I am of opinion th, 


something has been extracted from it. M. B. W. al 
wishes to know how much grain per day a White Le} 


horn pullet three of four months wold should have. 8) 
says she is giving them 2]bs. wheat, 1lb. oats, and 1) 
kibbled maize daily, but does mot tell me the numb} 
of birds. However, it ic better not to feed by weigh 
That is, to allow the birds so many ounces per da 
but just to give as much for the last feed as. they W 
pick up in a quarter of ‘am hour. She wil! soon § 
what their requirements are, for they vary very mu! 
with the development of the birds. 


J. G. A. (Colinsburgh) writes -—‘‘*Emiclosed samy? 
of soya bean meal is very different from what we ha? 
previously nad, which was white, floury, and tasti? 
and smelling very strongly of the bean Is enclos! 


sample up to standard? (2) We hiave ‘about 60 Lig! 


~ August 6th, 1925. 


Sussex pullets, hatched February 21st. The first egg 
appeared about July 7th, and 50 of the birds are now 
nmlay. After producing about a dozen eges some of 
he birds have shown broody tendemeies, and eight of 
‘en have been through the brooy goop. Is this likely 
#0 bring on neck moult, and if so, ean anything be 
lone? ‘The birds in question are all splendid speci- 
nens, big. heavy and vigorous. We have fed them 
since laying started on your ‘‘precocious ’’ mash, and 
hey get their evening grain in troughs, as much as 
hey caneat. (3) An egg was laid the other day by one 
our White Leghorns. It appeared at the breakfast 
able the following morning, and when we opened it 
vas found that the albumen was dark coffee coloured. 
“he egg smelt, and tasted quite good. It could not 
lave heen held in the oviduct as the bird had laid 
mother ege the day before. What can have caused 
his? (4) Is it damgerous to breed from a cockerel 
laght Sussex) with a crooked keel if one is definitely 
atisfied that the cause of this is premature perching, 
nd not hereditary or improper feeding?’’—In answer 
© ray correspondent’s questions: This is a sample 
f extracted soya bean meal, and as quite up to stan- 
ard What my corresyiondent previously had was 
robubly soya bean cake meal. In answer to his 
eecnd question: If his Light Sussex pulllets have 
ome into lay, laid ia few eggs, and shown broody ten- 
‘encies, it is very probable that this will bring on the 
eck moult, and Ido not know how this can be 
voided except by folllowing on the lines which I have 

idicated, and which my correspondent, i is carrying out. 

le will mote this was purely experiment Wl, ‘and that 
us ‘“precocious’’ mash, «as he e@alllis it, ig given ito avoid 
us premature moult. I ‘have only suggested | ia trial, 

nd am not by any means eertain it walll effect the 
estred end. 3) No, this egg could niot have been 
ptained im the oviduct. -It is quite ia different matter. 
he dark coffee colour may have been due to the bird 
ving acorns, and, if not that, some substance which 
ould have resulted in the yolk being of this colour. 
(corns are the most probable. (4) If you are definitely 
itisfied that the crooked keel is thé cause of prema- 
we perching, and is mot hereditary or through 
apropor feeding, it is not dangerous to breed from the 
wkerel, as an acquired character cannot be trans- 
dtted. 


HL. (Wadhurst) writes : “‘ We have some cases 
= Bumblefoot among our White Leghorns. Could 
ou let me know the probable cause and _ best 
‘eatment?’’ Bumbiefoot 1s an abscess of the 
yot, and occurs from many Causes, sometimes 
arough the perches ‘being too narrow or too high, 
ad, of course, it may be caused by splinters, 
token glass, nails, or anything of that kind 
hich would make a wound which does not heal 
foperly, or in which the foreign matter remains 
wcased. Treatment is very difficult. The most 
fective is to tie a cord tightly about the leg above 
te foot, to control the flow of blood, and with a 
jarp narrow-bladed knife open up the abscess 
‘roughly. You must get to the bottom and take 
it the core: It is then advisable to thoroughly 
Tinge out the wound with a two per cent. solu- 
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tion of Izal, smear some ointment or carbolised 
vaseline round the wound, and then it can be 
bandaged up. More than this you cannot do. In 
most cases my experience has been that the 
bumblefoot is caused by jumping from too high 
a perch on to a hard floor, ‘out there is no doubt 
badly-shaped perches will cause it. 


A. T. R. (Woolstone) sends two samples—oné 
5.G.QO., and one of feed oatmeal. The price of 
the first being 16s. 6d- and the last 11s. 6d. The 
ground oats are not ‘‘ Sussex’’ ground, but they 
are-an average sample; not nearly as good value 
as the feed oatmeal. If my correspondent can 
always rely upon such a good sample as the feed 
oatmeal sent, I would advise him to use it in 
place of the Sussex ground oats, but he should be 
careful that he gets a good sample, as they vary 
considerably. 


‘You Say’’ (Harrington) gives neither name 
10r non-de-plume, so J.am using two words which 
he used in the questions which he has put to me. 
He starts: ‘You say inbreeding causes degenera- 
tion, but I have Res. brother and sister and 
have some of the most promising chicks you could 
wish to see. (2) You say excess of animal food 
causes prolapsus and liver trouble. I have fed 
over 20 per cent. fish meal, and never had a single 
case. (3) You say never breed from pullets. My 
stock was bred from pullets this year, and the 
mortality has been very low. You say use light 
breed males when crossing. I used a Wyandotte 
cockerel to Leghorn hens, and have a_ beautiful 
lot of pullets)s You say scaly leg is not inherited. 
The daughters of three of my hens which are 
scaly- legged are all suffering from the same com- 
plaint.’ Well, Mr. ‘* You say,’’ I am not so sur- 
prised at your first statement, or, indeed, at any of 
them ‘as you would like me to be. I did not say 
that in-breeding causes degeneration, but that 
indiscriminate in-breeding does, which is a totally 
different thing. If you have selected two vigorous 
birds there is no reason why they should not breed 
very strong, healthy chicks, although they are so 
closely related, and are more likely. to do so. than 
two unrelated birds which are lacking in vigour, 
but I think with the short experience you have 
had that you would be well advised not to attempt 
any more matings of this kind. (2) We have 
auite sufficient proof that excess of animal food 
does cause prolapsus, but it does not follow that 
every hen which gets an excess will suffer. I 
should not expect ‘an excess of fish meal to have 
the same effect on low-fecund stock as on high- 
fecund. J have never said ‘‘ Never breed from 
pullets.”’ What I said was, ‘‘ Never breed from 
pullets which are from pullets bred.’’ The advice 
to use light breed males and heavy hens in cross- 
ing is a very sound one. Jt does not follow that 
you cannot breed healthy and vigorous stock by 
using the reverse mating, but you will find that 
by using heavy breed males you will get more 
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broodiness and not such good production. The 
proof of the pudding will come out in twelve 
months’ time. No, scaly leg is not inherited. 
The fact that the daughters of your hens are suffer- 
ing from the same trouble as their dams does not 
prove that it is inherited. The condition is caused 
by a parasite, which is found in the soil, and it 
also crawls along the perches from one bird to 
another. Some birds appear to be immune. It is 
often communicated to chicks which are being 
brooded by hens suffering from this trouble, but 
it 1s most certainly not an inherited disease. You 
will learn some day, ‘‘ You say,’’ that there can 
be infection from the dam to the offspring at birth. 
That is a very different thing from an inherited 
disease. 


G. M. (Thorne) wishes to know whether we have 
any records which will help him in forming an 
opinion as to how long a hen is profitable. He 
believes that we make a great mistake in killing 
such a large percentage of birds each year on our 
commercial egg farms, and is of opinion that it 
would be more profitable to retain a larger number 
of them. I am afraid, ‘‘G. M:,” that this is a 
matter in which I cannot help you, although I cer- 
tainly agree with you that a large number of birds 
which are killed every year on the commercial egg 
farms might be retained with profit. This is 
altogether rather more a matter of careful selection 
than laying down an arbitrary rule. It is a curious 
fact that some birds will do better in their third 
year than in their second. This has been demon- 
strated, and the following are some actual records: 
A—First year 222, second 182, and third year 217. 
B—First year 230, second 153, and third year 192. 
C—First year 171, second 154, and third year 164. 
D—First year 199, second 107, and third year 134. 
k—First year 191, second 88, and third year 150. 
The real question, from the point of view of the 
commercial egg farmer, however, is the value of 
the eggs laid. A bird in her third year would 
naturally lay very few during the winter months, 
but she often makes up for this by producing well 
into the autumn. We have no reliable figures on 
which we can base an opinion as to the length of 
the profitable life of a hen, 

H. B. (Farlington) complains that his pullets 
have laid eggs with very pale yolks, with the result 
that his customers are dissatisfied, and he fears he 
will lose them. He is keeping them intensively. 
From his feeding I gather that this is the cause 
of the trouble. He would do better to substitute 
kibbled maize for oats, and make the grain of 
three parts kibbled maize and one of wheat. He 
would also be well advised to replace one part of 
the bran in his mash with a good quality clover 
meal, and supply as much fresh green food as 
possible. There has been a deficiency of this, and 
this, to a large extent, explains the very pale yolks. 
If he were to replace the barley meal in his mash 
with maize meal, this would help matters. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


P. I- Internal haemorrhage following the ruy 
ture of a liver, which was in a far advanced stat 
of fatty degeneration, was the. cause. Th 
abdominal cavity was loaded with masses of fat 
and this no doubt produced a mechanical obstacl 
to an egg which was in the uterus ready to b 
laid, and so caused the extra amount of strainin 
that the liver in its degenerated state could ne 
withstand. 


J. P. The post-mortem examination of th 
chicken showed that the immediate cause wa 
internal haemorrhage from rupture of the live; 
but that she was affected with a generalised tube 
culosis. The liver was most extensively diseasec 
and the intestines matted together with th 
tubercular processes. I am afraid that this wi 
not prove to be an isolated case, and should su: 
pect that the others that have died after showin 
symptoms of lameness, a common symptom 1 
disease of the liver or kidneys, were similar] 
affected. Her immediate incontacts should f 
rigidly isolated in a freshly disinfected house an 
run, and any showing any signs of illness wha 
ever immediately destroyed and the carcase 
burned. The infected house or houses should k 
thoroughly cleaned out and_ disinfected with 
5 per cent. solution of carbolic acid, and afte 
wards whitewashed and thrown open to the su 
and air. As long an interval as possible shoul 
be allowed before re-occupation, or the disease ma 
break out afresh. 


EE tet! 


E: I. The post-mortem examination of th 
Light Sussex. pullet showed that the cause wa 
metro-peritonitis and sepsis from a collapsed eg 
in the uterus. It is, of course, not infectiou: 
although many cases may occur, if the feeding | 
such, that soft-shelled or shell-less eggs are con 
mon. The shell in this case was extremely thi 
and brittle, showing a deficiency of lime salts 1 
the economy. 


G. P. The post-mortem examination of th 
duckling showed the cause to be infectious cerebri 
spinal meningitis, but the carcass showed evidence 
of lack of constitutional stamina, which migl 
very easily be attributed to the aige of the drak 
Very little is known about this disease, with tt 
exception of the post-mortem lesions and its i 
fectivity, but there is evidence which leads one 1 
suppose that the infection comes from the fooc 
because if an antiseptic is mixed with the latte 
the outbreak is in most cases controlled at one 
although the administration of the same drug 1 
the birds has no effect. Sodium hypo-sulphite | 
the drug in question, the dose for birds of this ag 
being 10 grains daily, and it is administered 
dissolving the requisite amount in the water thé 
1s used to mix the mash with. | 


August 26th, 1925. 


EGGS. 


145 


H. B. B. I am sorry for the delay in sending 
this report, but there was no way of identifying 
ie bird until your letter arrived to-day: The 
velling on the face was not due to roup, but was 
1 abcess caused by the presence of a splinter 
at had penetrated from the side of the mouth. 
he sub-orbital sinus was not involved as in roup, 
infection in that disease entering through the 
eft in the hard palate. At the same time it 
oked very suspicious until careful dissection of the 
urts showed the exciting cause. 


LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY 
SOCIETIES. 


Council Meeting was held in the Master Builders’ Rooms, 
ount Street, Preston, on Saturday, 8th August, 1925. Present :— 
ts. S. Morsom (Chairman), Mr. J.-P. Willacy (Treasurer), Messrs. 
Sharples, C. Longbottom, T. Edmundson, A, D. Walton, J. 
shworth, A. Grime, W. Kay, J. Whalley, W. A. Hall, S. J. 
yrter, A. Hallows, F. Ashworth, J, Dawson, H. Winstanley, 

BE. Leigh, G. B. Tootall, C. Birtwell, I’. Sutton, and EH. Collier, 
ay. A. J. King, and Dr. J. E. Helm. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read from Messrs, 
Barron, C. P. Gough, A. T. Walker, and W. Grove. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, confirmed, and 
zned. 

A letter was read from Mr. E. C. Brown, Secretary of the 
P.C., thanking the Blackburn Small Holding Society for a 
mation of £2 sent to them through the Federation Secretary. 

The following were nominated for the Panel ot Judges:—Mr. 

Wilkinson, Standon Hall P. Farm; and Mr. G. Woodward, 

Heywood. On the proposition of Mr. 8. Porter, seconded by 
sv, A. J. King, they were accepted. 

A letter was read from.the Poulton Society respecting the 
sderation’s ‘““Recommended Egg Prices.” After a long discus- 
on, Mr. Longkottom proposed the Secretary compile a list of 
‘tices for the last twelve months of the Federation’s ‘“‘ Recom- 
ended Price ” and the “‘ Daily Post’ Price,’ and submit same 
.the next Quarterly Meeting. This was seconded by Mr. J. 
shworth, a notice to be placed on the agenda for that meetinz. 

Dr. Helm gave a report of the meeting at Harrogate, going 
to full details. Messrs. J. Whaley and C. Longbottom also 
oke on same. On the proposition of Mr, A. Hallows, seconded 
> Mr. Ashworth, a vote of thanks for the splendid report was 
‘corded Dr. Helm. 

The accounts submitted for medals and printing were passed 
r payment, on the proposition of Mr. G. EH. Leigh, seconded by 
tr. Birtwell. 

Mr. J. P. Willacy (Treasurer) reported, on behalf of the 
nance Committee. He stated that a sum of £32 ids. 2d. had 
en made by the draw. He mentioned several] societies had not 
t+ paid their affiliation fees, and he hoped they would give 
me their immediate attention. 

Mr. J. Whalley reported on behalf of the Educational Com- 
ittee. He said they had been considering a request from Hast 
anchester Society. who wished to obtain a suitable schoolroom 
r Lectures and Shows. Mr. W. A. Hall promised to do what 
: could on their behalf; failing this, the Secretary was in- 
ructed to write the Educational Authorities. 

Laying Test—Mr; G. B, Tootall said the arrangement for the 
%5-26 Laying Test, to be held at the Lancashire County Coun- 
i Farm, Hutton, were complete. Entry Forms will be sent out 
each Society in the course of a few days. 

Mr. S. Marson said the Show arrangements were well in hand, 
it this Committee wanted to know what the fee must be for 
e team class. It was decided to charge a 10s. 6d. fee this year 
stead of 2is. as last year, on the proposition of Mr. J. 
halley, seconded by Mr. C. Birtwell. Fach society to be 
owed to send one team only.—E. COLLIER, Orgamising Sec. 


LAINDON LAYING TEST—JULY. 


Section 1—5 Pullets (Light Breeds).-F. Freeborn (W.L.), 883 


gs; H. J. Thomson (W.L.), 846; H. Maycock (W.L.), 767. 
onthly Certificate, F. Freeborn, 
Section 2.—5 Pullets (Heavy Breeds).—E. V. Bazin (R.I.R.), 


)} eggs; H. J. Thomson (R.I.R.), 693; W. Belsham (R.1.R.), 687. 
onthly Certificate, L. J. Willis. 

Section 3.—Single Bird (Light Breeds)—W. Dillenz (W.L.), 204 
gs; EH. Anglian P.F. (W.L.), 199; Miss Ni. M. Grubbe (W.L.), 201. 
mthly Certificate, E. Anglian Poultry Farm. 

Section 4.—Single Bird (Heavy Breed)—H. Bush (W.W.), 200 
gs; H. Jones (R.I.R.), 187; F. Freeborn (R.I.R,), 170. Monthly 
rtificate, H. Bush. 

Section 5 (Gift)—Any Breed.—W. Dillenz (W.L.), 207 eggs; E, 
eae (W.L.), 170; H, Maycock (W.W.), 156. Monthly Certificate, 
enz. 

First Class Certificate for highest scoring pullet for month, 
Maycock—26 eggs (Blk. L.). H. MARIES, 


— oe 
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SOME CORRESPONDENCE—OUR DEPOSIT 
SYSTEM. 
_ As our readers are aware, we have a deposit system 
im connection with “‘liggs,’’ where, for the smaill sum of 
6d., intending purchasers can deposit the money with 
us when wishing to buy stock or iappliiances which are 
advertised in these columns. 

The Rev. E. Goodwin Courtman, of The Priory, 
Newnham, Gloucestershire, recently advertised in 
these columns, and Mr. J. L. Burgoyne deposited with 
us on August 4th the sum of £9 for twenty Light 
Sussex pullets, which he desired to purchiase from Mr. 
Goodwin Courtman. Mr, Courtmam was notified by 
us on August 4th of Mr, Burgoyne’s deposit, and re- 
ceived game on 5th August, but on the same day he 
wrote to Mr. Burgoyne as follows :— 

“Dear Sar,—f am sorry if I did not enclose my ONLY ternis 
of fbusiness. I decided that I would never sell again through the 
Deposit System, as you are kept too long, even both parties. 

Higgs’’ is a very slow way, I have not heard yet from 
them, and jprobablly shall mot yet awhile. Personally, I would 
not buy af I-did not see the stiock. You are very wise in this 
miatter. iMy terms supply a protection to thie buyer. I never 
send stock which I do not consider are below the standard I 
have had ia similar application for stock, and the particular pauper 
has had the man’s money a week, and mever sent tome, As 4 
matter of fact I sold the {binds he wamited. Birds are in too big 
a demand this year to await the whims of an Editor when 
ready money is at hand. 

Thanking you and apologising for amy trouble I may have 
caused you. Do yo know of iamyone near who could look at the 
birds ? I have sold to one breeder this morning 150 head allone.’’ 

Faithfully yours, 

Why did Mr. Courtman state: ‘‘ ‘ Egos ’’ isa very 
slow way. I have mot yet heard from them, and 
probably shall not yet iawhille? ’’ 

We have had previous experience with him, and 
any, previous delay there was, was due to the fact 
that apphances were advertised by some agency in 
London. Much to 'our surprise aill correspondence was 
forwarded by this Agency to some supply stores, of 
which Mr. Courtman ts apparently the proprietor. 
Hence the delay, which was not due to the whims of 
an Eiditor, but rather to the odidities of am ‘advertiser. 

Mr. Courtman ds making a deliberate mis-state- 
ment when he states that “‘ ‘Egos’ is a very slow 
way,’’ and we challenge him to produce any corres- 
pondence at any time whiich willl show thiat there has 
been a day’s delay in any transaction he has had with 
‘“ Egos,’’ which has been due to any fault on our part. 

His letter to Mr. Burgoyne might be described as : 
burlesque—he would not buy stock which he did not 
see, yet he refused to sell through the deposit system, 
although he is perfectly aware that Mr. Burgoyne 
lives in Ayrshire, and could scarcely be expected to 
go to Gloucestershire, and see 20 Light Sussex 
puliets. Certainly he pays Mr. Burgoyne a complli- 
ment when he says: ‘“He iis very wisc in this matter’; 
but he also states that his terms supply protection 
to the buyer. In what way? We kmow nothing of 
his terms, and what is meant by his statement: ‘‘I 
never send stock which I do not consider are below 
the standard? ”’ 

We wrote Mr. Courtmam amd asked for ian explana- 
tion. His reply is altogether unsatisfactory. It is 
as follows :—- 
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‘* Dear Sir,—In reply to yours received yesterday. I am very 
sonry, but I still hold the Deposit System is a slow method 
of puyimg goods. I suppose we may have an idea, although it 
may ve a misbaken one. Tihe reference to a paper not sending 
notification unltil a week had elapsed had no reference to ‘ Eggs.’ 
Had this been-jso the mame would have been used, or * this 
particular paper ’ would have lbeen wrilten. Please resi assured 
on this point. 

Thanking you. Should you think Mr. Burgoyne also read 
wrongly, T will gladly write him, ’ 

He is entitled to hold any idea he may wish as to 
the Deposit System being a, slow methiod of buying 
goods, but Mr. Courtman must be perfectly aware 
that many buyers have found it to their interest to 
adopt this system in order to protect themselves, and 
it is used both in the interests of buyer and selller. 
Furthier, it is not a slow method of buying goods, as 
the advertiser is immediately notified on receipt of 
the deposit, and the money paid to him immediately 
we receive instructions to do so from the depositor. 
There is not an hour’s delay. 

I can only say this, that I would absolutely refuse 
to buy aoods trom any iadvertiser whi refused to sell 
through “the Deposit System. 


CORRESPONDENCE—Continued. 


LAYING TESTS. 


Dear Mr. Newman,—Your _ correspondent, a ere 
MacMillan, writes in ‘“‘Eggs,’’ August 19th, that he 
kas not yet received a schedule for Laying Tests, 
1925-26, in which mention is made of the time elapsing 
from the end of a period until the issue of the report. 

Mrs. Vowles, Hon. Secretamy of tthe Yorkshire 
Federation International Laying Test, the Court House, 
Benningbrough, York, will supply their schedule on 
application. In this schedule, Rule 8 reads :— 

“The maniagement will, immediately at close olf leach four weekby 
pettiod, send to caeh competitor in Classes A. and B. a duplicate 
of the record sheet, showing the imidividulall laying and weighit of 
eggs of hits ent:ies. In addition to this. a Monthly Report will 
be issued to all competitors and to thie Press. The position of 
the Leading Pens will be sent ‘to the ‘‘Daily Despatch " for 
publication “weekly.” 

Yours faithfully, 
(Mrs.) A. WILSON. 


EARLY HATCHED PULLETS. 


Dear Mr. Newman,-—I h lave been most interested 
m the dotrespondence i in ‘‘ Eggs” on the question 
of early hatched pullets, and particularly in Mr. 
E. M. Walrond’s letter, published in last week’s 
issue. 

I really cannot agree with Walrond when he 
states that he does not find a the early hatched 
pullet is a paying proposition. Personally I hatch 
out all the heavy breed birds I can in February, 
as I find that this is the ideal month for producing 
the best all-round layers. However, in 1923, 
hatched out my first batch during the first.week in 
January as an experiment; the majority of these 
were individually pedigreed to enable me to com- 
pare the trap-nest records of the January birds 


with their March hatched sisters. The followime 
records are taken from my summary record book 
and are all January hatched birds :— 


Egg whit. 
No. Commenced. Sept. Oct Nov. Dec. Jan. eer 12 mths 
13 Ist Sept. 00 ZO 27 23 29 21 l9oz. 262 
14 Ist Sept. .. 26.94 QF 93. 91-2032 gm 
16 Ord Sept, ~.....19 SaIB. 20: 220% 9800 he oe 
17“1st-Sept- -...- 27 saga? - -97.- =00- 045 > 4a ae 
19 1st» Sept. pe 2e 24 18 21 12 2over cullte 
20 Ist Sept. a heeds, 27 23, 20 bE 1} 193 
21 38rd Sept. rae 24 23 21 21 1g 184 
26 Ist Sept. 26 24 19 17 4 1g 208 
28 Ist Sept ae HAS a4 25 22 24 1; 200 
29 Ist Sept. a, 26 27 25 24 26 13 260 


These numbers are taken in sequence and are 
not selected. Originals can be seen at this offie 
any time. 

These records keep up the same average throug! 
all the January hatched pullets. Jens No, 3, 1! 
and 22 were entered in the Harper-Adams’ Tria 
of that year in my pen that finished 4th in the 
W. Wyandotte small pen section. Now the Marel 
hatched birds put up about the same twely 
months’ averages, but the majority did not com 
mence to lay until October and November, whiel 
meant a month or so of pullet eSgs from them jus 
when egg prices were at the highest, whereas thi 
January birds were all in full swing, laying good 
sized eggs; also they were laying in Septemlber 
with eggs that year at from 2s. 3d. to 2s. 6d 
per dozen. Another great point must not be over 
looked in the January pullet,, and that is th 
surplus cockerels which met the 1s. gd. to- 2s 
per lb. market instead of the 1s. lb. for the Mare 
bird, and for a good vigorous stock cockerel giy 
me the January ‘hatched bird every time. 

I admit these pullets usually have a slight moult 
but have found that if the food rations are no 
altered in any way, and the pullets have not bee 
forced, this autumn partial moult does not affec 
their laying ‘i in the shghtest. Possibly this distrie 
is more favourable to the early hatched pultet. J 
should tbe interesting to hear the opinions of othe 
breeders. 

Yours very truly, 


GQQDW Ts PREECE 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND EGG-LAYING 
TEST, 1924-25. 


Egg Production of Leading Pens at end of Tenth Period... | 
Mst July, 1925, 


Figures are Total Eggs and Points to date respectively. 


Section 1, White Leghorns.—D. Baxter, Lanark, 1140, 1108). 
Prentice. Uddingston, 1097, 1024; J. W Dobbie, Rothesay, 1127, 9) 

Section 2. White Wyandottes.R. A. Oliver, Boarhills, Fu 
1025, 967; W. Bradbury, Tottimgton, 1026, 772. uh 

Section 3. Rhode Island Reds.—Mrs. Logan, West Kalbrit 
1114,.1112; H. P. Roche, Stevenston, 972, 957. 


Section 4. Non-Sitters other than White Leghorns.—Jacks| 
wae socae Lone, Stonehouse, 960, 958; R. Scott Miller, Uddingste 

Section 5. Sitters other than in Sections 2 and 3.—J. Adam 
Cleland, Lanarkshire, 928, 927; Mrs. I. Craig, Borlandhills, Du 
lop, 866, 866. 

Section 6. Ducks.—H. S. Godsmark, Ashford, Kent, 1168, 11 
S. E 8. Burnett, Colliston, Arbroath, 952, 945; Capt. R. A. Bol) 
Shefford, Beds., 952, 945. : 


August 26th, 1925. 


Market Report, 


MINISPRY OF AGRICULTURE) RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, AUGUSY 2ist, 1925, 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—Limited supplies of old 
rop British wheat make recent rates, except at London, yvhere 
vices have declined trom i2s. 5d. to 12s. $d. per cwt. Samples 
i new wheat are sparingly offered at London, but the amount 
i business passine is not sufficient to warrant average auota- 
ions being given. New crop barley is in small supply at 
resent, while old feeding samples nicet a quiet trade, but are 
enerally unchanged in vaiue. A fe samples of new 
n offer at Hull and London, white 
nd black about 9s. 6d. per ewt. 

Imported wheats are Sparingly offered and meet a moderate 
rade, Australian being unchanged in price, but No. 1 Manitoba 
3 Slightly dearer at most markets Foreign feeding barley 
teets a quiet trade at irregular prices. Imported oats are in 
air request and recent values are fully maintained. Maize is 
tarce and dearer, the average quotation being jis, 5d. per ewt. 

Milling offals and meals are mostly in good demand, late 
ates being fully maintained, while bran is 6s. per ton dearer 
t Hull and Liverpool, and coarse middlings from 2s. 6d. to 5s. 
er ton dearer at most markets. Linseed eake, owing to scarcity 
nd the high .price of seed, realises more money. Cotton-seed 
ake has also advanced in price. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British) : 
7 23; Liverpool, £7 10s: London, £7 7s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
92s; Hull, £8 12s: London, £8 15s. Middlings—Fine (Imported) : 
ondon, £9 15s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9 10s; Hull, £9 5s: 
iverpool, £8 15s; London, £8 10s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, 
8; Hull, £7 10s; Liverpool, £7 %s; London, £7 78s, Rice Bran: 
ristol, £7 17s; Liverpool, £7 7s. MitAL.—Barley Meal: sristol, 
122s; Hull, £11 1s; London, £12 - 5s. Maize Meal: Bristol, 
12 17s; Hull, £12 2s: Liverpool, £12 7s; London, £12 5s. Maize 
leal (S. African): Bristol, £11 12s: Hull, £10; London, £10 5s. 
aizeé Germ Meal: Hull, £i1: London, £10 10s. Maize Gluten 
eed: Bristol, £11 15s; Tiondon, £10. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, 
10; Hull, £10; Liverpool, £9 10s; London, £9 17s. Beau Meal: 
ristol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 18s; London, £13. Fish Meal: Bristol, 
20 10s; Hull, £20 10s; Liverpool, £20: London, £20 10s. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 
Light supplies ot British and the best imported eggs are 
bout equal to requirements, business being restricted by the 


oats are 
varieties making about 10s. 


Bristol, £7 17s: Hull, 


resent high prices. Second-grade eges are fairly plentiful, but 
rade for these also is affected by the enhanced rates. Supplies 
{ dead poultry are equal to requirements, very littie business 


sing. transacted and prices tend to be easier. 

Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 19s 9d, 17s 6d; Irish, 
's Od, 16s 6d; Danish, 19s 6d, 185 3d; Dutch, 20s 6d, 18s 6d; French, 
Is 6d, 17s 9d; Belgian, 18s Od, 17s 0d; Italian, 17s 3d. 16s 3d; 
ussian, 13s Od, 12s 0d; ° Lithuanian. 14s 6d, 13s 6d; Chinese, 
iS 6d, 12s 0d; Polish, 13s Od, 125 Od. 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, ig 8d, is 4d; 


Irish, 
oe 1s 0d; Others, 1s 6d, 1s 1d. Ducks, is 4d, 141d. 


Geese, 1s 0d, 


EGGS, 
Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 6d; Second, 2s 44d. Birmingham: 
irst, 1s 93d; Second, is 9d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 2d; Second, 
lid, Chelmsford: First, -2s 34d; Second, 2s id. Colchester: 
imst, 2s 49d; Second. 2s 14d. Doncaster: First, 2s 0d; Second, 
10d. Dorchester: First, 1s 11d; Second, is 10d. Exeter: First, 
Od. Hereford: First, 1s 7d. King’s Lynn: First, 1s 9d; Second, 
7d. Llandilo: First, 1s 10d. Mold: First, 23 0d; Second, 1s 11d. 
€wport (Mon.): First, 2s 0d; Second, 1s 10d. Norwich: First, 
lid. Oswestry: First, 1s lid. Penzance: First, is 10d; Second, 
9d. Saffron Walden: First, 2s 63d; Second, 2s lid. St. Ives 
funts): First, 1s 11d; Second, 1s 10d. Salisbury: First, 2s 2d: 
cond, 2s id. Skipton: First, 1s 9d. Truro: First, 1s 10d; 
cond, is 9d. *Carlisle: First, is 11d. *Derby: First, 1s 11d. 
pSwich: First, 2s 3d; Second, 1s 9d. *Lineoln: First, 1s 10d. 
shrewsbury : Virst, 2s Gd; Second, 1s ifd. *York: First, 1s iid; 
scond, 1s 10d. 

FOWLS. 


_ Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 5d; Second, 9d. Doneaster: 
mst, 15s 0d; Second, 4s €d. Exeter: First, 1s 4d. Hereford. 
rst, 1s 4d. Llandilo: First. 1s 10d; Second, is 8d. Newport 
fon): First, 1s 94, Second, 18 4d. Truro: First, 1s 5d. *Derby: 
rst; t5s 0d: Second, 4s 0d. *Ipswich: Wirst, 14s 8d; Second, 1s 6d. 
amcoln; First, +5s. 6d. Seeond, 3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 
6d; Second, 1s 4d. *York- First, {5s 0d; Second, 4s 0d. 


: DUOKS. 

Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, 1s 4d; Second, 1s 2d. Doncaster: 
ist, ths 6d: Second, 5s Cd. Exeter: First, 1s 3d: Hereford: 
rst, Is 3d. Llandilo: First, 1s 9d: Second, 1s 8d, Truro: First, 

4d. *Derby: First, {5s Od; Second, 4s 0d. *Ipswich: First, 
od. *York: First, ths 0d; Second, 4s 6d. 

* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
cers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
id to producers by retailers. t Per head. 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence of 
“ Eggs” to their poultr; “keeping friends, 


Subscriptions to “ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for six 
months, 3s. 3d. three mouths, post free. 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent te Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The Beeches, 
Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. $. H. Burles, “ Eggs,” 94, Parncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first page 
ef classified advertisements, 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of “ Eggs,” it is 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are received 
by FIRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday's issue. It is rintar! 4 necessary to add that 

e 


the earlier im the week we receive copy t better it is for every: 
One soncerned. 


PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK'S ISSUE. 


THE MIDLAND AGRICULTURAL AND DAIRY COLLEGE. 
Sutton Bonington, Loughborough. 
POULTRY CONFERENCE, September 24th, 1925, 


Programme. 

MORNING SESSION: 10 a.m—l p.m.—thairman’s opening 
remarks. ‘The Poultry Flock Should Pay Dividends—How 
and Why?’ by Professo, Willard Thompson, B.Sc. (Agi), 
Director of the National Tastitute for Poultry Husbandry, Dis- 
cussion. ‘"Dhe Previntion amd Hiradication of Poultry Discrasies,”’ 
by Albert H. Brain, Esq., West-Bromwich. Discussion. Lunch 
i p.m. : 

AFTERNOON SESSION: 2.15—4.30 p.m.—‘The Sussex 
Method of Table Poultry Production, with special reference to 
the disposal of the commercial farmers’ su iplus cockerels.”’ by 
J. H. Dowden. Esq.,. Heydown, Sussex. Discussion. (Please 
note that Mr, Dowden will bring foods, etc., with him and 
demonstrate the mixing of same). ‘The Diangers of Extremes in 
Poultry Keeping, by Geonge A. Palmer, Ksq., Himckley. 
Discussion. Tea, 4.30 p.m. 

NOTE'S.-—All persons interésved are cordially invited to attend. 

Accommodation cian be provided in the College Hositel for not 
more than 50 persons fo. one or more days at ithe following 
change: 10s. 6d. per day (per wpe son ; application must be made 
in advance. For those mot staying in thie College Hostel, lunch 
and tea will be provided at ‘the following charges :—Lunch, 2s. 
eladh ; ta, Ls. each; tickets may Ibe obtatinied alt. the woffice iprlor to 
or on the day of the Conferene. Visitors may inspect. the 
College buildings, farms, dairy ‘and poultry pens. The College 
is within iten minutes’ walk of Kegworth Station on the L.M.-S. 
Railway Company's madn lime from London to Desby. 


| 
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EGGS. 
Classified Advertisements. Faas: RUEEEDY: 
FOR SALE. FOR SALE. : ‘ 


(PREPAID RATES). 


id. per word—minimum charge, is. 0d. Bold 
headlines inserted at an extra eee per 
insertion according to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra 9d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, i oe 


DAY-OLD CHICKS ,, ,, 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table will be of aseist- 
ance :— 


9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
1/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 


When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 


Insertion constitutes acknowledgment of 

remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13.insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisemenits, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted. 


Advertisements must be eigaiaerver 4 
marked with the Heading under whi 
they are to appear. 


Advertisements must be written on @ 
separate sheet of paper, and one side 
of the paper only. 


Name and Address to be counted. In the 
case of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘ Box,” ‘ Bggs,” 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, 8.E.16, to be counted as 
eight words, i.e., making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (is. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 

Advertisements must reach this office 

FIRST POST FRIDAYS 
for insertion in the following Wedmesday’s 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be imserted in the next iesue. 


PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY, and TO 
AVOID MISPRINTING OF STRAINS, 
NAMES AND ADDRESSES, THESE 
SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN PRINTED 
CHARACTERS, 


Displayed Advertisements. 


Ordinary Page, £8 15s. 6d.; Half Page, 
£4 7s. 9d.; Quarter , £2 58s. Od.; One 
Column, £2 188. 6d.; H. Column, £1 $s. 3d.3 
Quarter Column, lds. 6d. One inch, 6s. 6d. 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Oover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounts for Series 
Full Scale of Advertising Rates on applica- 
tion. 


Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H. 
BURLES, “ EGGS,” 94, FARNCOMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16, MUST REACH 
US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 


for insertion in following issue. Those 
received later will be inserted im the next 
issue. 

A DEPOSIT SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use of same. When remitti 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the fu 
amount of purchase money é! ‘ould be sent, 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgmemt of same. , Oheques 
should be made payable to the Bditer, and 
gent direct to The Beeches, Budg wiok. 
Suegex. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.I Reds, Eggs, Chicks, and Stock Birds. 
List free: Satisfaction insisted on. (See 
under Ducks and Drakes also). 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


Great Fransham Poultry Farm, Dereham, 
Norfolk. First Cross Pullete available; 
three months old, 5s. 6d.; four months old, 
7s. each; carriage paid; cash with order. 
pees gladly refunded if not amply satis- 
ed. 


H. Lake, Breeder and Exporter, offers 
fine Cross Pullets, January, February, and 
March hatched; 6s. 6d., 6s., amd 6s. each. 
Rhodes and Pures, 7s 6d. each. Guaran- 
teed all healthy and well grown. Your 
satisfaction assured.—Poultry Farm, Tiop- 
croft, Bungay, Norfolk 


1925 Hatched R.I.R. Pullets, Own-Crow- 
ley-Boucher; February, March and early 
April;-all from trap-nested dams; beauti- 
tul, well-developed birds. Price 15s. to 
ais. each. Ten years’ continuous trap- 
nesting.—Mrs. Worssiam, Pyrcroft House, 
Chertsey. 


Ten Leghorn R.IR. Pullets, March, 1925, 
hatched; 6s. 6d. each; carriage paid. Ap- 
proval.—Wm. Howard, Fransham, Dere- 
ham, Norfolk 


1925 Crop of Pullets and Cockerels for 
sale; all varieties; also -imported Ameri- 
can Mammoth Bronze Turkeys.—Particu- 
lars from Mill Poultry Farm, Halesowen. 


WHITE WYANDOTTES., 


1925 PEDIGREE PULLETS, 
Gunn-Whartom. March, 12s; April, 9s. 
Carriage paid. Cash with order. — Capt. 
Roberts, Hayes’ Poultry Farm, Ashley 
Heath. Ringwood, Hants. 


Ful-O-Pep Laying Mash 
and 


Ful-O-Pep Growing Mash 


are renowned the world over 
for producing profitable poultry. 


FUL 


GB MARK 


POULTRY MASHES 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


Write for the revised edition of the Ful-O- 
Pep Handy Monthly Guide—the most 
valuable book on Incubation, Rearing and 
Poultry Husbandry. This book has detailed 
suggestions for every month in the year. 
Also 12 monthly egg charts for you to record 
your eggs. Sent free and postage paid. 


Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 
Quaker Oats Ltd., 11 Finsbury Square, E.C.2, 


errr SE EE NTT EB ETT SY 


Three Boucher direet Pullets; 
direct from Boucher’s 312-egg 

£3 5s.—Miss Robertson, Withington — 
tory, Ghos. | 


Highty R.1.R. Pullets, January, Fi 
March hatched; sire direct from 0 
312-egg hen; 10s. 6d each, Six R.IR. 
lets, 1924, 7%. 6d. each.—Miss Ro 
Withington Rectory, Gos. 


Pullets and Cockerels. Light Susg 
Rhode I. Reds. White Wyandottes, 
Black Australorps, from 7s. 6d. each 
Munday, Mersham, Kent. 3) 


Genuine Breeding Stock, brothers 
Rhode I. Reds Pullets leading a 
Laying Test; £1 each. Sistems, 10s 
Leghorns, 1924; pullet records er 2 
sire’s dam 278; 6s. 1925 Pullets, tsa: 
for laying tests. Cockerel, 10s. Full 
gree given. Approval. Carriage pala, 
Lumb, Fairfield, Hebden Bridge. 


R.1.R. Pullets, February hatched, Arth 
Sniowden’s.—Apply, R. Channon, Farwi 
Colyton, Devon | 


Pullets, three to four months old, 66. 
7s, 6d., 8a. 6d.; carriage paid.—Wood. a 
Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, Cheltenham. 


1925 PULLETS, ALL FROM 20z. EGG 


Utility White Leghorn Pullets, tre 
nested stock; only 20z. eggs ineubati 
from 10s. 6d. each. Individually ae | 
from hens who laid over 200 20z. 
their pullet year; 353.—Champions bd | 
Beaminster, Dorset. 

| 
WHITE LEGHORN PULLETS, | 

April hatched, bred from trap-neam 
blood-tested stock; 10s. 6d and | 
carriage paid. — Godsmark, soit aned A 
ford, Kent. | 


a 


LIGHT SUSSEX PULLETS, 


January, February and March hatch 
from picked Franklynn strain hens, ma 
to cockerels from Fred Gardmer’s 1923, $y 
land Test winners; 10s. 6d. to 158.3 ¢ 
riage paid om six — Spencer Jou 
M.S.P.B.A., Combe Poatiey: Farm, 
Waltham, Chelmsford. 4 


1925 PURE-BRED PULLETS 
ae oe os pts Se ioe es old; 108. 


12s. 6d., 
RHODE ISLAND REDS, 
Mrs. A. J. Moore’s large egg strain 
BUFF ROCKS. 
Splendid Tayers of large 
WHITE WYANDOTTES. 
Full details es application, Carriage Dt 


On approval. 
R. S. KEEP, 


EAST BUDLEIGH, 
DEYON. 


7 


BLACK LEGHORNS., ~ 

GOLD AND SILVER MEDAL WINNEI 

PULLETS FROM 8s 6d. : 

Well-grown birds; large egg strain. 
ALLDAY and RAWSON, b 

Poultry Dept., Fotheringhay Manor be 
Peterborough. 


DERRINGSTONE . 
RHODE ISLAND PULLET 


We are now booking orders for | 
Autumn for our early-hatched u 
Wonderful ‘colour and. excellent wit 
layers. Quotations and particulars | 
application—Percival F. Gleed, 
stone Poultry Farm, Barham, near Can 
bury. 


Wednesday, September 2nd, 1925. 
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SPECIAL PEN—WHITE LEGHORNS 
Headed by Jan.-hatched cockerel, son of hen No. 10, record 274 in pullct year, weight at end of 
pullet year 4 Ibs., from sire with dam’s record of 291. 
Weightatend | Weight at end 
of production. + of production. 
Hen No. — A ae 60 eggs in 12 months 4lb. | Hen No. 404 record 285 eggs in 12 months 4Ib. 2oz. 
241 924 


» (incomplete) 4lb. 4oz. | e et * 26 », 13 months 4lb. 20z, 
» 2 years lb. . bs eee i).) : » 12 months 4ib. 

» 12 months 4lb. 80z.. | Be eo AB4 a 260 4, (@meomplete) 4Ib. 2oz. 
» 2 years 4lb. | Foca BOE ; » 134 months 4)b, 4oz. 


» 13 months 4lb. 4oa. 
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{ 1926 Season may 5 | List on application, 
also of Rhode Island 


Reds (S.c.) and L. 


Sussex Cockerels. 


now be booked 
from this and other 


pens. 


Gy 


No. 555. Record 284 in 12 months, Weight 4 lbs. 


Bred and owned by Miss MALCOLM and Mrs. PEMBER, 
Wellingham House P.F., Lewes, Sussex. 
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The “Heydown” : 
Pre-eminent Strains 
deserve praise and get it? 
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NAL Pp 
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Wyandettes 


THIS WEEK’S TESTIMONIAL, 
17/8/25. fe 
‘The 50 White Wyandotte pullets supplied through they 
Ministry have arrived quite safely. Your birds need n : 
advertising; they advertise themselves, and I must tha 
you for the manner tin which you have executed m 
onder, and for the excellent stock you have supplied me) 


with. (Sgd.) R. W. M. (Atherstone). 


SPECIAL OFFER OF 
BLACK LEGHORN PULLETS, 
10/6 and 15/-. 3 
. ALSO INDIVIDUALLY RECORDED 1924 HENS, 
AND INDIVIDUALLY PEDIGREED i 


in our five varieties: 
W.L., B.L., W.W., R.LR., L.S, 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
““Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 
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LAYING PULEETS 


Ready For Delivery 
From Now Onwards. 


Book Early to Avoid Disapherniment. 


WRITE FOR OUR 1925 PRICE LIST. 


SANDOWN, - - LO.W. 
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many years 


4 ° ’ li 7 : a © 
Be ect he a ee S experiments 
Eclipse : a \ \ \ Sk gen CS ee SS SS and now the 
> CS eee mms) only type a 


| Poultry Gis: epeepeeeee ete Sg house in ule 


for all’ pub 
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our own farn : 


Scientifically 
A No. 8 (Three | 


| Designed. ” 2 ne eke x : “a eS Section) supplied” 
Soundly Constructed. = Se and used -intensi y 
. iS ie Riese py Mr. G. Callith' 
Complete in eee 2 ie ~ Junr., Normans 
every Detail. “ss ee : = bee Wells, Norfolk. © 
At our NEW ADDRESS we have greatly increased our facilities for dealing with our rapidly increasing business. — 


WRITE FOR OUR CATALOGUE. 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm & Appliance Works 
EAST HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. 
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THEOFFICIAL’ ORGAN..OF THE 
Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 


$$ 


Editorial. 


GRGESEAGEEUGEALSEOES) Gee. 
IARPER-ADAMS’ CONFERENGE—(Continued). 


[ETHODS AND PRACTICES OF ARTIFICIAL 
INCUBATION. 


We repeat that it was a great pity that the 
iscussion On two such important papers as 
tofessor Thompson’s ‘‘ In-Shell Mortality,’’? and 
lr. W. B. Thompson’s ‘‘ Method and Practices of 
ttifcial Incubation,’’ should have ‘been limited 
>» Such a very short time. 

‘Mr. W. B. Thompson's paper was a very excel- 
mt one—eminently practical, and was very much 
dpreciated by everyone present. 

/One question was asked which did not seem to 
3 to be quite satisfactorily answered. Mr. 
Srlase Matthews, speaking of a paper read by 
t. Atkinson, asked Mr. Thompson’s opinion on 
e question of the value of uniform’ conditions of 
oisture and carbon-dioxide throughout the hatch. 
Fat we do not understand is what Mr. Matthews 
€ant by a ‘‘ uniform percentage of carbon- 
oxide.”’ How is this to be regulated? We know 
' well that the percentage of carbon-dioxide 
wing the early stages of incubation is very con- 
derably less than in the later stages. The 
erage percentage losses of carbon-dioxide from 
© €ggs is :— 


First five days 157% 
Second five days a .708% 
eta HVE Gays 2. ... <i 3.780% 
Fourth five days 7.517% 
Twenty days B2:228% 


What advantage would it be to increase the 
reentage of carbon-dioxide during the early 
ages of incubation? At the Hague Congress 
iS point was raised. We appear to have lost 
tht of the fact that the disintegration of the shell 
Caused by the action of the carbon-dioxide, and 
iS action is from within and not from without. 
raise the percentage of carbon-dioxide during 
2 early stages of incubation means that we must 
ificially introduce it in the incubator. The fact 
at there is a higher percentage of carbon-dioxide 
der the sitting hen as compared with that in 
2 incubator need not disturb us. What tests 
ve been made have shown that an attempt to 
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artificially increase the supply of carbon-dioxide has 
had rather an injurious effect than otherwise. 

In a report issued by the Virginia Experimental 
Station, some years ago, it was shown that added 
moisture increased the amount of carbon-dioxide 
in the drying machines, and it was suggested that 
the percentage of chicks alive at four weeks old 
seemed to be slightly increased by the high carbon- 
dioxide content of the air. On the other hand. 
the disinfection of the incubators results in de- 
creased carbon-dioxide, and it never failed to give 
a better hatch and higher vitality of the chicks. 


COCCIDIOSIS. 

Mr. Atkinson’s excellent paper on ‘‘ Cocci- 
diosis’’ has been published in full in these 
columns. The very drastic methods of disinfection 
which he suggests would not be altogether easy 
for poultry-keepers to follow. Reports during the 
past season definitely show a great increase: in 
losses from this scourge. We know, for example, 
one farm on which over 3,000 chicks have been 
lost. In our own experience, which has been a 
long one, we have never been able to successfully 
deal with an outbreak unless the birds were re- 
peatedly removed to fresh ground. That course 
has often been advocated in ‘‘ Eggs.” Apart 
from this there seems no possible means by which 
we can avoid the heavy losses which are incurred 
from this disease year after year, unless we resort 
to rearing the birds intensively, at least for the 
first six weeks of their lives. 

This is not such an impractical proposition as 
it is believed to be by many of those who are 
prejudiced against imtensive rearing, and it will 
be one to which the commercial egg farmer, who 
rears in large units, will have to give his most 
serious attention. If chicks were reared intensively 
it might be possible to deal with an outbreak, and 
effectively check it. This cannot be done with 
chicks running over the same ground. 

In the case which we have in mind, where 3,000 
chicks were lost this season, the whole trouble 
arose from a pipe-brooder house being used, and 
healthy chicks had been put on runs which were 
already infected. It may be asked, ‘‘ Why was 
this done?’’ What Is to be done on a large com- 
mercial egg farm with a fixed brooder house ?—a 
Mammoth incubator full of chicks and no accom- 
modation but the single brooder house? These are 
the problems which concern us, and one which is 
not easy to solve. 

In one case, of which we have knowledge, quick- 
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lime, used at the rate of two tons to the acre, was 
not found to be effective. 

During this spring the question of the lability 
of the vendor in cases of outbreaks of Coccidiosis 
has been raised very frequently, and we have had 
miany cases submitted to us. The purchaser of 
eggs or chicks asserts that he has never had any 
disease on his farm. He has sent a testimonial 
to the effect that he is pleased with the eggs, and 
the hatching results. At four weeks old the chicks 
begin to die. The post-mortem report is, ‘‘ Cocci- 
diosis °’; then he at once throws the onus on the 
breeder, refuses to pay for the eggs or chicks, 
as the case may be, and in some cases claims 
compensation. 


B.W.D. 


Capt. Doyle’s paper was very informative, and 
our readers would do well if they were to keep 
copies of ‘‘Eggs’’ containing this by them for 
reference. Special note should be made of this 
statement that a bacteriological examination as 
the only reliable method of discovering the pre- 
sence of the disease. Special interest is attached 
to what he has to say on the Agglutination Test. 
As to its reliability he entertains no doubt, but 
there certainly are facts in connection with it 
which require ‘explanation. We have one or two 
cases in mind, but will only illustrate one, where 
a test was made on a number of hens, none of 
which re-acted. This formed a breeding pen, and 
the chicks from these birds developed B.W.D., 
and some heavy losses were sustained. 


When the hens were tested again several re- 
acted. May we say here that the test was made 
by thoroughly competent persons in both cases. 
Capt. Doyle mentions that one test is not likely 
to detect all carriers. 


What is peculiar in the case mentioned is that 
several of the birds which were tested were found 
to be carriers in the second test, and all this 
occurred within a period of about eight weeks. 


His advice that, as soon as the disease has been 
diagnosed by bacteriological examination, the 
stock birds should be tested; is, however, very 
sound; and, unless this advice is followed, it will 
be agreed that there is very small hope of stamp- 
ing out the disease. 


There is another point of extreme importance in 
his paper. That is, that infection between 
diseased and healthy adults does occur, and the 
mention that it is due to gross contamination of 
the ground. 


The past three or four years has seen many 
poultry-keepers put out of business through heavy 
losses sustained either by B.W.D. or Coccidiosis, 
and both Capt. Doyle and Mr. Atkinson mention 
in their papers that little can be done to stamp 
out these diseases unless by the voluntary efforts 
of the poultry farmers themselves. 


Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


ET RR SS | 


FEED OATMEAL.—OAT DUST FEED.— 
SUSSEX.GROUND OATS. 


Everyone is desirous of feedmg cheaply, but | 


cheap feeding is not always economical. 
{ have received from one of our members two 


‘Lo-day | 


samples, labelled ‘‘ Feed oatmea: , one at £9 15S, | 
and the other at 47 15s. per ton, and with these | 
came a sample of maize meal at 411 10s. and one | 


of maize germ meal at 410 12s. Od. 


Regarding the feed oatmeal: while the dearer | 
sample was a good one, and, could be used to | 


replace Sussex ground oats, that at 47 158. was | 


not feed oatmeal, but oat dust feed, contaming 4 | 


large proportion of husk, and the hairs of the 
plant, which havé no food value. 
A really good sample of feed oatmeal is excel- 


lent value, and could, as I have said before, be | 


well used in place of Sussex ground oats. 


but the dust feed is of very low 


ground oats, 
and is unsuitable for poultry | 


nutrient value, 
feeding. 

The maize germ meal sent by my correspondent | 
was an excellent sample, -and superior in nutrient 
value to the maize meal, which, although 17s. 6d.| 
per ton dearer, was inferior. = a 

Here again, the buyer must use his discretion, | 
for many samples of maize germ meal are most) 
unsatisfactory. 


DIGESTIBILITY AND GRINDING. 


A member from Hatfield sends me a cutting from 
an article in the ‘‘ Farmer and Stockbreeder,”’ by 
Mr. E. T. Halnan. In this Mr. Halnan is made tf 
say :—— 

“In his researches Brown noticed that the woody fibre of 
feeding stuffs was little, if at all, digested by fowls. This was 
an important point, since the superior merits of ‘ Sussex ground 
oats ’ 


for poultry fattening was explained by some of its 
admirers as being due to the fact that the grinding improved! 
the digestibility and made the fibre itself more digestible. An) 
attempt to solve this point was made by the writer, and ot 
was found that no improvement in the digestibihty of woady 
fibre was obtained by fine grinding.” 

Now my correspondent states. :— | 

‘I fave always understood that which Mr. Halman attr 
butes to ‘some of its admirers,’ and have certainly seen if 
emphasised repeatedly in ‘ Eggs,’ that the finer the grinding 
the more digestible the fibre. Is this a case where practice If 
opposed to science, or is it a fact that, provided the quantity @ 
busk is not excessive, fine grinding is not an essential?" — | 

{ think my correspondent has mistaken wha! 
has been said in ‘‘Eggs,’’ and I will endeavou) 
to put the matter in this way. What is indigestible 


can never be made digestible by grinding. Now 
let ws take the husk of Sussex ground oats. Her 


is the analysis :— 

Orude Nutrients—Waiter, 14.0 per cenit.. Protein, 1.9 per cent. 
Fat, 0.5 per cent.; Carbo-hydrates, 45.8 per cent. ; Fibre, 32.) 
per cent.; Ash,:5.5 per cent. ) 


In fact, | 
a good deal of feed oatmeal is sold as Sussex | 
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When we come to digestible nutrients we find 
that none of the protein is digestible, or in such 
an imfinitesimal quantity that it cannot be 
measured. . : 

Of the fat only 2.0 per cent. is digestible; of 
‘the carbo-hydrates 16.5 per cent. is digestible ; 

oi the crude fibre 10.7 per cent. is digestible. 

The grinding would not make the indigestible 

crude fibre digestible, but it would make that 
which was digestible far more easily digesied, 
‘because anything which is ground finely can be 
more readily attacked by the digestive juices. 
- It is simply a question of the mastication of 
‘food, or of its not being masticated. The man 
who swallows his food without masticating suffers 
from indigestion, not because the food cannot be 
‘digested without bemg masticated, it can be, but 
‘it causes digestive disturbance, because it is 
less readily attacked by the digestive juices. 
*Sawdust would not be more digestible than 
wood, because it is insoluble, but ground maize 
is far more easily digested than whole maize, as 
the hard outer husk is not easily attacked by the 
\digestive juices. 

Now it is a well-known fact that a hen in heavy 
‘production digests her food more rapidly than one 
‘which is not producing, and it must be evident 
to us all that a hen when in full production re- 
‘quires food which is easily assimilated, therefore 
‘the ground oat would be of greater value to the 
heavy producer than the whole oat. 

What perhaps we do not distinguish is between 
something which is difficult of digestion and some- 
‘thing which is indigestible. 

There would be no object in feeding mashes if 
(they were not more easily digested than the whole 
grains. 

Capt. Halnan found there was no improvement 
in the digestibility of woody fibre by fine grind- 
mg. I quite appreciate that point, and I cannot 


| see how it could be, as woody fibre is indigestible. 


WYE COLLEGE DUCK LAYING TEST, 1924-1925, 
Held in conjunction with the N.U.P.S. and U.D.C., at the South< 
Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent. 
Report for Tenth Period—July llth to August 7th, 1925, 


The total number of eggs laid during this period has been 

685, slving am laverage per bird of 4.5. The total mumber of eggs 

uid since the commencement of the test has been 21,436, which 
elves am average per bird of 141.02 eggs im the 280 days. 

_ Health.—One bird died on the last day of this period, other- 
wise health has been good. Moulting is still prevalent, but a 
large number of the birds have completed the change of feathers, 
and in some cases have recommenced laying. 

_ Positions—The leading position in the whole test is held by 
Miss Harrison Bell’s Pen No. 11 (Khaki-Campbells), average to 
date 189.2 first-grade eggs. Capt. R. A. Liong’s Pen No. 1 of the 
Same breed being second with am average to date of 180 first- 
grade eggs. 

The highest imdividual duck records are as follows:— 

ist, Miss Harrison Bell’s Khaki-Campbell Duck No 54, 228 pts.; 
and, Capt. R. A. Long’s Khaki-Campbell Duck No. 5, 223, and Mre. 
M A. Gibson’s Khaki-Campbell Duck No. a 223; 3rd, Miss Harri- 


| Son Bell’s Khaki-Campbell Duck No. 51, 222. 


Breed Average to Date.—59 Khaki-Campbells, average 154.6; 44 


Indian Runnere, i33.2: 19 Butt Orpingtons, 104.2; 30’ Magpies, 138.9; 
‘all the hb ; 


isds, 141.02 
‘he leading pens iin the Breed Sections are:-— 
Khaki-Campbells.—ist, Miss Harrison Rell’s Pen No. 11, 946 
; 2nd, Capt. R. A. Long’s Pen No. 1, 390. 
Indian Runners,—ist, Mr. W. R. Partridge’s Pen No. 19 (W.), 
3; 2nd, Messrs. R A. and A. M. Johnsons Pen No. 13 (W., 759. 
Buff Orpingtons.—ist, Capt. W. 0’G. Cochrene’s Pen No. 22, 650; 
2nd Mr. ©. ©. Chittenden’s Pen No. 24, ¢09. 
Magpies.—tst, Mr. C. N. Goode’s Pen No 25 ‘B. and W.), 749; 
2nd, Mr. F. Boothroyd’s Pen No. 27 ‘B. and W., §83. 
Competitors amd others may visit the Test on Wednesdays by 


appointment only. 
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Answers to Queries. 
By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 

Rev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.O., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s, for 2 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also ag to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST, 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to mon- 
members of the §.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the §.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 


by the ‘ditor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 


ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


‘“ Regular Reader’’ (Ipswich) writes that he has 
three strains, Black Leghorns, R.I. Reds and 
sussex, and the two latter have what appears to 
him to be a) cold. They run at the nose, the mouth 
is quite clean, but the throats have an ‘“‘ in-and- 
out’’ movement when breathing, and the head 
goes dull and white. It does not seem to affect 
their progress, as one of the birds laid its first 
egg on Sunday, and all the heavy breeds were 
hatched in March and late in April. None of the 
light breeds are affected.—I cannot definitely say 
what is the matter with my correspondent’s birds, 
but it is certainly advisable he should take pre- 
cautions and isolate all those which exhibit these 
symptoms. He has examined the mouth, but I am 
doubtful whether his examination has been care- 
ful enough, and it would be wise to call in an 
expert and see whether they are suffering from 
diphtheric roup or not. He would be well advised 
to see that the nostrils are kept perfectly clear. 
This can be managed by holding the bird’s beak, 
over the nostrils, in a strong solution of per- 
manganate of potash, and at the same time give 
sulphate of copper in the drinking water at the 
following rate : Dissolve four ounces of powdered 
sulphate of copper in a quart of water, and add one 
ounce of the solution to every gallon of drinking 
water, and allow the birds nothing else to drink. 


V. R. N. (Eastbourne) has just started poultry- 
keeping in a small way, and has 40 White Wyan- 
dotte pullets. He is feeding on my formula :— 
2 lbs. bran, 4 middlings, 2 maize meal, $ soya bean 
meal, and 4 meat and bone meal. His egg aver- 
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age has just fallen, or rather gradually fallen, from 
28 to 15, though some oi tne birds are casting 
their feathers. They shave a fum over ~an “acre 
of grass land, and in a very exposed position ; 
when: there is a wind, it is mearly always gale 
force. My correspondent wants to know now 
whether it is necessary to alter the mash In view 
of the fact that some of them are moulting.—No, 
{ would not alter the mash or make any change 
whatever unless they are inclined to hang in the 
moult. Birds in good condition do not want their 
mash altered because they are moulting. Supply 
them with plenty of fresh green food. As they 
were selected pullets in the rst place, my corres: 
pondent proposes to get four or five individually 
bred cockerels to mate with them. He also has 
17 Light Sussex pullets and about 40 of this year’s 
March hatched Wyandottes. | Someone has told 
him that where dry mash is fed grain should not 
be fed in the evening, but early in the morning, 
and an occasional scratch feed at mid-day. That 
is acorrect.. The scratch feed should: be given 
to the birds when they come off the perch, the 
mash hoppers opened an hour afterwards, and 
a heavy feed of grain given as the last feed. This 
is most important during the short winter days. 
As my correspondent wants to become a member 
of the S.P.B.A., full.particulars have been sent 
him under separate cover. I cannot amswer the 
remaining part of his letter until he becomes a 
member. 

“Member”? (Fetcham) asks the following ques- 
tions :_‘‘ When birds show signs of being what I 
consider over-fat—namely, their combs begin to 
lose their bright redness and the tips go blue— 
do you think it a good plan to starve them for 24 
hours, or to only reduce the quantity of the food 
for three or four days, reducing the protein pro- 
portion mostly, or what would you advise? My 
correspondent does not understand the fact that 
a pullet losing the bright red in her comb is Cert- 
tainly not an indication that she is over-fat. When 
a bird is coming into lay the ovary is freely sup- 
plied with blood, and my correspondent should 
understand that the comb and wattles, which are 
the secondary sexual organs, very quickly respond 
to the condition of the ovary. As a bird is going 
out of lay the comb becomes duller in colour, and 
at once shrivels up. Black tips to the comb 1s 
generally an indication of an excessive amount of 
animal food being fed. If a bird was over-fat | 
would not reduce the protem proportion mostly, 
but the carbo-hydrates and fats. The best way 
to reduce the fat, presuming the birds are in such 
a condition, is to give plenty of scratching exer- 
cise in deep litter. His suggested inethods are not 
good ones at all, and it would be far better to 
modify his mash, and see that there was not an 
excess of fatty foods than to starve the birds. 

POST-MORTEMS. 

D. G. R.. The post-mortem examination of the 

W. Leghorn pullet, hatched April 17th, showed 
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that she was affected with Coccidiosis in the acute 
form. The number of oocysts per field of the 
microscope was truly remarkable, and shows, of 
course, that she was heavily infested. I should 
advise the usual catechu treatment, but, above all, 
the thorough disinfection of the floors of the houses 
every other day, great numbers of the organisms 
being destroyed by so doing, before they develoy 
‘nto their most dangerous stage. Judging from 
the ever-increasing numbers of birds about this 
age and older, the view that the natural resistance 
to this diseases is greatly increased as the bir 
grows older, will have to be modified ; in fact, 7 
looks as if that, as the trouble becomes more pre 
valent and established in this country, that thi 
natural resistance is becoming lowered, and tha 
it will be only a matter of time before adult bird 
will fall victims, as in the case of turkeys, peafowl 
and gallenae. ; : 


Ww. A. T.. This was a well-marked case of flow 
typhoid, which is a contagious disease: Th 
jaundice is due to the catarrhal condition of th 
small intestine extending to and obstructing th 
bile duct, and also to the alterations in th 
structure of the liver itself. Affected birds shoul 
be isolated and the premises thoroughly dis 
fected at short intervals, the litter and dropping 
being destroyed by burning. The incontact 


should be given drinking water medicated wit 
sulpho-carbolate of zinc, 15 grains to the gallo 
and this also should be before the isolated bir 
continually. Birds obviously affected should t 
destroyed and the bodies burned, as treatment he 
little effect when once the disease has become full 


established. | 


THE LANCASHIRE UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 


INTERNATIONAL EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924/25. 
TENTH MONTH REPORT (June 27th to July 24th). 

A good average yield of eggs has been maintained during | 
above period, about 50 per cent. daily throughout the wh 
flock, light breeds particularly doing well; the heavy bre! 
suffering through broodiness. 

A good many birds are beginning to moult, but still .contil! 
laying. 

The birds are in good health and condition. 
The following is a list of the leading pens and individ 
birds for the month in the number of eggs laid, which aver?' 
21 eggs per bird per pen: individual birds making up 10 
per bird. Figures are Points for Month and Points to D| 


respectively :— 
SUMMARY OF LEADING PENS. 

Large Breeders....Section 1.—W. Crabtree, Twiston, 151, 
F. Snowden, Cowling, 162, 1779; R. Marshall, Forton, 181, 17 
Se Large Breeders.—Section 2.—J. R. Hull, Thornton-le-Fylde, | 
1695; F. Harvey, Bretherton, 125, 1603; G. H. Myerscot 
Grimsargh, 175, 1705. ; 

Large Breeders.—Section 3.—F. R. Welch, Bewdley, 155, 1 
w. B. Bradley, Broughton, 151, 1538; W. Hamnett, Blackp| 


88, 1370. 
Large Breeders.-Section 4.—F Snowden, Cowling, 232. 1 
ee Shrewsbury, 215, 1904; Allen Bros, Harrog: 


_ Large Breeders.—Section 5.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 161, 1 
S Street-Porter, Ely, 145, 1684; G. B. Metaclfe, Lechiade, 178, i 
Small Breeders.—Section 6.—J. W. Lodge, Holmfirth, 109, : 
P. H. Sephton, Rufford, 93, 928; J. J. Rawlinson, Brindle, 99, 9 
Small Breeders.—Section 7T. Lumb, Hehden_Bridge, 1, 
GE. Marsden, Lostock Hall, 81, 872; W. H. Fletcher, |W) 
plumpton, 74, 814. 

Small Breeders.—Section 8.—T. Rossall-Sandford, Shrews)| 
50, 876; Col. 8. Sandbach, Abergele, 69, 686; W. J. King, Lean 
ton Spa, 68, 598. 

Small Breeders.—Section 9.—F. F. Fisher, Tarleton, 113, 
pee Mat Hebden Bridge, 100, 976; J. McKechaie, Tarl< 
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Full particulars of membership will be sent by return en 
appiication to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newmaa, Theo 
Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Mets: DONE 


HOW 

The following is an extract from a letter re- 
iceived from one of our members this morning:— 

“J was in conversation with a poultry farmer who said 
that be was using a mash of your formula, and his hens were 
laying splendidly. He did the Composition of it; he 
remarked that he had ‘ licence’ to selll it, and the price was 
Ms. 6d. owt. There is a vast difference between this and the 
price in this week's ‘ Kggs,’ namely 12s. per cwt.”’ 

‘I may say here that the man in question has had 
no licence to sell any formula of mine. No licences 
shave ever been issued, and there is nothing to 
prevent anyone who wishes to do so takmg a 
formula from these columns, making it up and 
(selling it. Who the person in question is | do not 
Iknow, but the price, 22s. Od. per cwt., might 
almost be termed fraudulent. No formula that | 
have ever given would cost anything approaching 
‘this, and this particular personage must !be making 
nearly 100 per cent. profit. 

The prices of mashes for this week are :— 


Now 


Say 


LONDON (per Ton): 
LAYERS’ MASH ... 3 a oe 611.40: -0 
GROWERS’ MASH £11 10 0 
BREEDERS? MASH £126 8" "0 
CHICK MASH £1Z 10 0 


The minimum quantity that can be supplied is 5 cwt. 

Will readers please note that we are only giving 
‘London prices ; that there are slight fluctuations 
in different areas; in some areas the prices are 
slightly higher, in others lower. 

T would again say that orders will be supplied 
from the nearest railway station, so that. the lowest 
possible cost for freightage may be incurred. 
| The scheme has now fairly ‘“‘caught on,” and 
(am two posts orders for over 24 tons of food have 
‘been ieceived. In addition to this members are 
€xpressing themselves highly gratified with the 
‘quality of the mashes supplied, which, as I have 
Said previously, challenges comparison with any 
proprietary mashes which are sold at double the 
price. In fact, equal to the best of them, and 
‘Superior to the greater number. 

’~ On Friday two members called upon me, and, 
in connection with the Food Scheme, asked if it 
Was really any advantage to the Association or 
Whether any loss would be sustained if they purt- 
“chased their foodstuffs from their local corn mer- 
chant in future? In explanation they told me that 
| previous to the S.P.B.A. Food Scheme their local 
merchant had been very independent, prices were 
high and quality inferior, but after their purchase 
_through the S.P.B.A. he came crawling to them 
(Lam using the term they employed), and offered 
“them prices so much lower and of such greatly im- 
proved quality that it paid them to buy from him 
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tie i 
instead of through the $.P.B.A. because of the 
of carriage to their particular district, and cartage 
from the station. 

We have had dozens of letters 
inauguration of the scheme, in which 
have made the same statement. 

We have a long way to go yet to perfect the 
scheme, and are always open to receive sug- 
gestions, but for a start I think we have succeeded 
remarkably well. 

There is no advantage whatever to the Associa- 
tion. The Council are only trying to assist those 
members who have difficulty in obtaining reliable 
foods at reasonable prices. 

There are some districts where, for local reasons, 
we could not possibly supply foodstuffs more 
cheaply than members are able to obtain them, 
and each must judge for himself whether it is 
more advantageous to buy locally or to buy 
through the S.P.B.A. There are a few members 
who have been buying quite reasonably because 
they are fortunately situated. These it 1s impos- 
sible for us to help, although many of them think 
we should be able to do so. It is the many who, 
owing to local conditions, are unable to buy at 
reasonable prices, that the Council is desirous of 
assisting. 


Small Breeders.—Section 10.—W. A. Lansley, Whitchurch, 111, 
gee Rawlinson, Waverton, 83, 832; J. H. Hodgkinson, St. Ives, 
3, : 

Small Breeders.—Section 11—Guy Mart, New Longton, 72, 775; 
Eliz. Priestley, Oxford, 74, 763; J. B. Porter, Fleetwood, 92, 727. 

€ingle Bird.—Section 12.—Heavy.—J. R. Hull, Thornton-le- 
Fylde, 21, 226; J. Rainford, Penwortham, 21, 217; Mrs. M. Rogers, 
Hurstpierpoint, 21, 198. 

Single Bird.—Section 13.—Light.—S, J, Parsons, Musbury, 23, 
221; F. Snowden, Cowling, 24, 208; R. H. Fryers, Bradley. 21, 198. 

Novice Breeders.—Section 14.—Heavy.—Miss Walker, Hothersall, 


. * 
CUDL 


since the 
members 


of ae W. Ellwood, Galgate, 77, 766; RK. Hargreaves, Barton, 
Regie 
Novice Breeders,—Section 15.—Light.—W. Ellwood, Galgate, 


106, 953; R. Bradley, Hutton, 90, 877: A. V. Wallis, Oxon, 90, 899. 
SIXTH MIDLAND LAYING TEST. 
LEADING PENS IN EACH SECTION. 
Tenth Month ended August the 9th, 1925 (283 Days). 
per pen). 
Figures are Points to date 


(Four Birds 


White Leghoris.—A. Snowden, Crosshills, Yorks, 701: A. 
Pickaad, Chilvers Coton, Nuneaton, 710; C. J. Ashton, Hathern, 
mear Loughborough, 715. 

White Wyanidottes—M. F. Phelan, Northam, N. Devon, 710; 


Misses Argles, Alton, Hamts, 690; Fowler Bros., Earlswood, Bir- 
mingham, 681. 

R.I. Reds._K. A Crawford, Dilham, Norwich, 655; L. A. Cooper, 
Footherley. near 


Lichfield, 667; Mas. Athol Stuart, Boxmoor, 
Herts., 633 


Light Sussex._F. R. Welch, Bewdley, 642; Colonel A. Dugdale, 
Moreton-on-Marsh, 625: W .H. Brady, Penmaenmawr, 624. 

A.O.V. Light Breed.—E. Thomas, Satrouville, France (W. la 
Br.), 590: G. H. Rayner, Grantham (B.L.), 555; R. A. Fassett, 
New Radnor (B.L.), 541. 

A.O.V. Heavy Breed—H W. Gee, Lickeys, Bromsgrove (Barn.), 
595: J. Gordon Herbert, Nement (Barn.), 494; F. R. Welch, Bewd- 


ley (Bf.R.), 478. 

Single Bird Section—F. A. Ramm, Nuneaton (B.L.), 195; J 
Small, Edgbaston, Birmingham (B.L.), 176; F. Nicholls, Alve- 
ehurch, Birmingham ‘W.W.), 176. g 

Gradually the Sixth Midland Test is nearing its close, and 
August the 9th saw the completion of the tenth month. = 

“From the above it will be noted that there is very little 
variation in the positions of the pens struggling for the leading 
positions. 2 : 

The stock are in first-class condition, and egg production is 
being well mainiaiaed. Dhere are still a. few broodies among 
the heavy breeds, but these are gradually diminishing. A few 
birds are mow commencing to moult 

The runs look greener and fresher tham they 
looked, and everything augurs for a good ending. 

Feeding amd management is carried out on similar 
last month. 

The general health of the stock for the past month has been 
very good, amd there are only two deaths to report, these being 
Nos 443 and 449. Both bodies were sent to the Ministry of Agri- 
culture for post-mortem, the reports being as follows :—No. 443: 
Ruptured oviduct. A quantity of degenerated egg yolk was pre- 
rent in the abdominal cavity. No. 449: Generalised Tuberculosis. 


have ever 


lines! to 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS TO 
MR. TOM NEWMAN’S PRESENTATION 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS MARRIAGE. 


In the following list it is just possible that some 
names of subscribers to this presentation have 
been inadvertently yomitted. If this lis so, our 
President desires to tender her apologises. Should 
there be any, and the subscribers will write to 
her, their names will be published in a_supple- 
mentary list. Delay in the publication of this list 
has been caused by the fact that subscriptions 
have been received from all parts of the world— 
many as recently as last week :— 

H. Abbey; A. B. Abraham; Miss Acworth; F. H. G. Adams; 
M. Adcock; R. R. Aitchison; A. E. Albon; Miss G. Alderson; 
Miss E. D. Aldred; Archibald Allan; Alllday and Dawson; 
D. F, Allen; Mrs. E. J. Allen; E. M. Allen; D. Allport; 
Hon. F. Amherst; Miss H. M. Anderson; Joseph Anderson; 
Mrs. Anderson; Miss N. Anderson; A. Andrew; C. Andreu; 
Anon ; Capt. D. G. Ansell; Major J. Appleby; Mrs. Arbuthnot; 
J. Archer; Mis. M. T. Arkell; G. Armitage; Mrs. B. Armstrong; 
B. Arnold; Mrs. Arnott; Miss B. H. Ashford; E. Ashmore; 
Miss M. S. Ashwell; J. Astin; T. Astin; J. E. G. Aston; 
Rev. H.-N. Atchley; Mns. Atkinson; W. Auld; L. H. Aves; 
Mrs. C. Arnold. 

B. H. Backhouse; E. Bacon; Miss EH. M. Bailey; W. H. 
Bailey; E. EK. Baker; F. H. Baker; H. M. Baker; Lt.-Col. 
H.R. Baker; “W. A. -Baker; Mrs. -BiomM.= Ballard; J. B: 
Bantoft; Capt. F. Barber; Ms. Barclay; C. D. Barker; F. 
Barker; Mrs. Barlow; Capt. D. H. Barnes; W. Barnes;- W. 
Barningham; J. H. Barraclough; A. G. Bamitt; Mrs. C.- F. 
Barrow; F. H. Barthelomew; B. E. Barwell; H. C. Bassett; 
W. Bavage; Miss H. Baylis; Miss E. EH. Bayne; Mrs. L. J. 
Baziey; M. C. Beale; F. Beaumont; Miss T. E. Bean; E. V. 
Beard; W. Beattie; A. V.- Beck; Miss ©. Beck; Miss E. S: 
Bedford; Miss R. Behrens; A. L. J. Bell; Capt. A. M. Bell; 
Miss Harrison Bell; Miss L. Bell; Miss S. J. Bell; M. Bellows; 
H. Belton; Messrs. Bennett and Pike; Miss E. Bennett; 
R. A. Bennett; J. P. Benussi; F. C. Bernard; W. Berril; L. 
Berry; Miss M. Bertram; Miss B. S. Best; H. S. Best; J. M. 


Best; L. G. Bett; Mrs. R. D. Bettison; P. S. Beveridge;.- 


J. Birch; Major L. W. Bird; Col. and Mrs. Birdwood; Mrs. 
Bishop; L. A. Bissett; R. Bitcon; A. F.. Blagrove; G. Blackwell; 
Mrs. M. Blackwood; Mrs. Fewster Blake; J. Bland; Victor 
Blochin; Mrs. C. Body; W. Beggust; Mrs. Bolden; Mrs. R. L. 
Bond; J. Borrilll; Miss Bottom; F. Carey-Bouch; Mrs. E. C. B. 
Boucher; E. C.’B. Boucher; Mon Socrate Bouillet: P. H. 
Bowerman; H. Bowman; H. A. Boxall; A. R. Boyes; Capt. 
N. P. Boyle; R. Boyter; A. Bradbury; Miss M. Bradshaw; 
A. Brady; A. Brain; H. S. Bramley; J.-A. Brawn; J. J. 
Brayshaw; W. Brayshaw; G. Breadmore; Mrs. Brett; B. E. 
Brewer; Miss H. V. Broadbent; C. H. Broch: M. Brock; 
Capt. E. D. Brodie; W. Bromilow; James Brook; T. Brooks- 
bank; A. Brown; Miss A. Brown; A.~H. Brown; The late 
Miss A. M. Brown; B. Brown; Mrs. E. B. Brown; G. Brown; 
M. Brown; Miss T. Brown; C. C. Browne; A. D. Bruce; 
N. M. Bruce; H. D. Brufton; F. Brundrett; Miss E: Brut; 
Mrs.. Beadon-Bryant; G. J. Bryant; Messrs. Buchanan and 
Prentis; A. 8. Buckle; C. E. Buckle; H. Buffery; R. B. Bull; 
N. K. Builimore; Mrs. S. Bullivant; CG. H. Bulloch; EK. T. 
Bunt; Mrs. M. L. Burgess; Rev. N. Burgess; T. H. -B. 
Burgess; W. Burgin; S. H. Burles; W. B. Burnby; H. J. 
Burrell; A. Burrow; Miss E. Burt; E. G. Burt; W. Burton; 
Bushby Pond P.F.; Rev. H. W. Bush; W. Bussey; Capt. 
F. C. Butcher; S. Butler; G. F. J. Buvington; Rev. H. Brierly. 

Mrs. E. Cadbury; J. F. Caine; M. Caine; Andrew Campbell; 
Miss J. M. Campbell; Miss J. V. Campbell; P. S. Campbell; 
R. G. Campbell; 8. Campbell; W. J Campbell; A. H. Capper ; 
Mrs. J. B. Capper; E. D. Cardale; Com. E. Lu. Cardale, R.N.; 
F. J. Cardwell; E. Carpmael; Carr, Macdonald and Clevely, 
Ltd.; H. B. Carrington; V. Carrodus; Major A. L. Cartwright; 
Mrs. Cartwright; 8S. T. Castle; G. L. Castleden; E. E. 
Catterall; Miss E. Caudy; Miss Cavanagh; C. W. Cave; W. I. 


Cayen; James Cavender; G. H. Causton; de Wynne Cerjat; 
Miss I. Chamberlain; Miss Chamberlin; E. M. Chambers; | 
B. P. Chase; Major L. C. Chawner; W. EH. H. Cheek; 
J. Cheetham; Mis. E. M. Chesire; Mrs. H. Childers; E. © 
Chinery; Mrs. L. F. Chitty; Philip Church and Sons; Lt.-Col, 
D. Clapham; P. Clapham; Miss E. J. Clark; Miss H. Clarke; 
R. A. Clarke; Mrs. W. W. Clarke; A. V. Clarkson; A. Clayton; 
F. M. Cleary; Mrs. Gleghorn; Miss K. Clive; Capt. D. J. M: 
Cloran; A. H. L. Ccobby; Mrs. M. K. Coldwell; A. B. Coie?) 
H. Coles; Miss D. Coleutt; B. M. Collart; H. Collins; 
W. Collins; A. Colombe; E. D. Colson; F. H. Compton; W. P. 
Conley; W. Connolly; H. Constantine; P. EK. Cook; W. Cook; 
J. H. Cooke; Capt. A. W. Cooper; R. G. Cooper; R. Pi 
Haden-Cope; Miss 1. Corfield; E. L. E. Corpe; A. W. Cort; 
A. J. Cottle; Mrs. H. Cottrell; Mrs. Coubrough; Miss H. B. 
Cqurthope; G. J. Coverly; Miss W. M. G. Cowan; J. E. Cox; 
Miss M. Cox; Capt. K. H. Coxe; Miss C. Cracknell; E. AG 
Craft; Miss F. M. Craik; T: D. Craise; Ist.-Col. W. 8. DE 
Craven; K. A. Crawford; Mms. N. M. Crawford; Mrs. By 
Crawford; D. Cree; Miss M. F. Onttal; Miss A. B. Cross; 
Hon. Marjorie Cross; Miss M. Cross; Capt. J. K. C. Cross; 
B. O. Crosthwaite; Mrs. M. R. Crosthwaite; 30, Crow Lane, 
Romford; Dr. J. H. Crowley; Mrs. Cruickshank; 'W. Cumber 
birch; Mrs. Cundy; T. Cunliffe; A. Cunningham; R. Ty 
Cunningham; R. C: Curd; Capt. D. Rivers-Curnie; R. A. Ounmie; 
Mrs. Curtis; J. L. Cuthbertson; S. W. Cuttris. 

L. D.; F. J. Datfarn; Messrs. J. M. Daffarn and Sons; 
Messrs. Daldy and Jackson; Mrs. M. J. Daldy; Miss L. M. 
Dale; A. B. Dalgliesh; C. C. Dambieton; Mrs. E. M. Daniell; 
Mrs. Dare; Mrs. J. R. Darley; A. Daunton; Mis. M. & 
Davidson; A. W. Davies; Capt. H. K. H. Davies; H. Matcham- 
Davies; J. N. Davies; T. L. Davies; S. B. Davison; Lt.-Col, 
W. H. C. Davy; S. Dawe; Miss M. B. Day; F. Dean; Mas. 
Delstrother; James D. Dempster; A. R. Denshaw; The Countess 
of Derby; Mrs. J. M. Dewar; D. Dick; F. C. Dickinson; J. W. 
Dickson; Mrs. B. R. Dietz; Mrs. A. Gordon Dill; D. Dineen; 
F. Dixon; Geonge Dixon; M. T. Dixon; R. A. Dixon; F. 8. 
Dockray; P. S. Dove; John H. Dowden; H. Downsborough; 
H. Mudie-Draper; W. J. Dray; D.. Drummond; J. W. Drury; 
Arthur Dryer;; Mrs. L. E. Dudley; Col. Dugdale; James 
Duncan; J. M. Dunk; G, Dunn. 

Miss Ethel Earl; Major C. H. Eden; Com. E. H. Edgeumbe; 
E. Edmunds; C. L. Edwards; Geoffrey Edwards; J. G. 
Edwards; Mis. H. Hidred; Miss M. A. Silleray; John 
Blitiott; J. R. Elliott; Miss M. C. Ellis; E. S. Williams. 
Ellis; Major C. T. Ellison; William Eliis; Lt.-Col. B. B 
Ellwood; A. C. Eisden; E. T. Carey Elwes; John Emmett; 
Viscountess Encombe; English Grains Co., Ltd.; H. B. & 
Escott; P. G. Espinasse; J. Estradie; Mrs.. A. M. Grane 
Evans; F. C. Evans;* J. J. Evans; Owen Evans; A> & 
Everard; J. Everard; Major R. C. Everett; A. Ezra. 

A. M. Fairburn; Dr. Lyon Falkener; Lady Fanshaw; Geo. 
Walker Farley; Miss W. Fanley; J. Farmsworth; Mrs. A. & 
Fawkes ; Mrs. L. Fear; Mrs. Fellowes; John S. Fentem; 
C.8.M. N. Ferguson; J. Fergusson; Major H. C. Few; Mise 
E .M. Fidler; R. E. Field; John Fielden; Miss B. Findlay; 
P. Finlay; Mrs. Finncane; Frank ‘8. Finney; S. Fish; The 
Hon. Evelyne TFitzherbert; Miss A. M. Fleming; Ma, 
Flemmick; James Flint; Samdford Floyd; Elsen DL. Foamd; 
A. C. Fogden; Bertram ©. Foley; Capt. E. W. Foljambe; 
The Hon. Mrs. Forbes; G. H. Ford; Mrs. Forrest; Mrs. Fort; 
F. W. Fosberry; Miss W. L. Foster; Edward Foulger; P 
Hedworth Foulkes; G. B. Fox; W. F. Fox; E. Foxcrolt 
Miss M. B. Foxlee; O. J. Freeman; Miss E. M. Frost; 
Lawrence Fry; William G. Fry; Mary Fruegay. 

John E. Gabriel; Miss M. Gaisford; H, G. Galilee; John J 
Gall; A. E. Gallup; F. Gallup; Miss C. Hyde-Gandy; B 
Gardiner; C. E. Garland; A. Garner; J. H. Garner; @. 
Garrat; Elisha Garstang; Mrs. Giascoigne; Stanford Gavin 
John W. Gee; D. A. Gell; G. Gerhardt; Miss D. M. Gething 
Raymond Gevers; Brig.-General Evan Gibb; Miss E. Gubson 
Mrs. Gibson; Miss M. E. Gilbert; P. F. Gleed; Arthur Goddard 
H. E. Godden; H. S. Godsmark; J. A. Goldstraw; Mrs. Joba 
Gooden; Misses Goode and Robinson; Good Rich Products Co. 
G. V. Goodman; E. P. Goodyear; Jahn G. Goosey; Mrs. E. H 
Gordon; A. E. Goudge; A. C. Goult; Mrs, Gourley; Miss E 
Graham; Eric Graham; Cymil Grange; A. P. F. Grant; H. D 
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Grant; H. S. Grant; J. V. L. Grant; Mrs. M. A. Grant; 
Martin Gray; V. O. Gray; Greaves and Fietcher; Miss EH. 
Green; Miss Green; Tom Green; William Greenfield; M. A. 
Greenway; J. D. Greenwood; J. Gregson; P. 5S. J. B. Gregson ; 
Alfred Thomas Griffith; Mrs. Griffith; Basil J. Gross; H. 


Grossman; Col. P. L. Grove; P. Grundy; J. L. Gubbins; 


R. Stuart Gunson; G. Gush; A. Guthrie-Smith; S. B. Gwinnell; 
Mis. Godden. 

Major W. H. Haden; Miss L. Hadwen; Capt. A. Haill-Hall; 
Dr. J. P. Hall; Miss W. A. Miller-Halllett; Mrs. M. C. Haiton ; 
Mrs. F. F. Hamilton; K. S. Hamiltcu; W. R. Morris 
Hammond; Mrs. W. R. Hammond; Harold Hancock; Richard 
Handley; C. A. S. Hannaford; Ernest T. Hanson; Dr. A. 
Harbord; Mrs. C. Reginald Harding; G. K. Hardstaff, Junr. ; 
It.-Col. F. W. Hardy; W. G. T. Hargrave; Rev. John 
Harkness; Miss Winifred Harman; A. V. Harris; A. Harris; 
C. M. Harris; C. Harrison; E. C. Harrap; J. Harrop; K. EH. 
Field-Hart; J. G. Harton; Edward V. Hanvey; W. Harwood; 
Mrs. G. Hassan; Miss H. E. Haswell; George H. Hatton; 
William Hatton; Miss Hawke; H. F. Hawkes; Wilfred H. 
Hawkes; J. H. Hawkesworth; Mrs: Hawkesworth; G. F. 
Hawkins, Junr.; W. Hawkins; C. H. Hayward; Miss HE. N. 
Heagerty; R. Fletcher Hearnshaw; A. L. Hegby; Mrs. E. 
Freestone Heley; J. B. Helm; Capt. J. H. Helm; F. J. 
Hemelryk; Francis B. Henderson; James Henderson; P. 


| Henfrey; C. A. Henning; Miss E. Hensley; E. J. Herrington; 


J. J. Hetherington; Capt. G. G. P. Hewett; Mrs. A. Hewett; 
Mrs. Heywood; W. G. Hibberd; Charles Hibbert; Bertram 
Hicks; Alired Hickson; A. Highet; Hignett Bros.; Brg.- 
General Cecii Hill; Major C. P. Hill; Mrs. E. Hull; Alfred 
Hilson; Henry Hilton; Aifred Hirst; F. W. Hitchcock; Miss 
W. I. Hoare; H. W. Hobden; H. W. Hobson; W. W. Hobson; 
Levi Hodgkinson; Edwin Hodkinson; J. H. Hodkimson; Aired 


\ Holden; H. T. Holland; H. Hollick; E. M. Hollins; Miss M. 


Hollis; Edward A. Holman; F. Holmes; Harry Holmes; ‘A. 
Holroyd; Douglas Holt; R. Holt; William Holycake; R. B. 
Hood; H. Hooton; J. Hopkins; W. H. Hopkins; W. B. 
Horner; W. Horsley; H. P. Hosgood; Mrs. D. M. F. Hother- 
sail; W. H. Hough; James Howard; Mrs. J. J. Howard; 
Mrs. V. EH. Howes; Sydney John Hudson; Fred Robert Hughes; 
Miss Cllarke-Hughes; J. W. Hume; Mrs. R. Humphreys; H. R. 
Hunt; Miss Janet Hunt; J. M. Hunt; John L. Hunt; P. Hunt; 
W. D: Hunt; Mrs. Hunter; Mrs. C. L. Hunter; H. EK. Hunter; 


/H. R. Hunter; Mrs. J. R. Huntley; Mrs. A. A. Huntley; 
) Edward Hurtley; W. Jermyn Hussey; Cupt. A. Hutcheon; 
‘Miss A. C. Hutson; Mrs. Hutson; Miss Winifred Hutson; 


H. P. Hawkes. 

T. E. Ibbitson; Mns. E. Iliff; A. G. S. Innes; John Irwin; 
Mrs. M. Irwin; James Ismay; Mrs. Ismay. 

Fred J. Jackson; F. B. Jackson; Miss H. M. Jackson; T. 
Jackson; H. Jarman; Major ©. D. Jay; C: H. Jeanes; Miss N. 
Jeflerys; Miss E. J. Jenkinson; Mrs. Jenner; Mrs. Jewell; 
E. Jobson; G. C. Johnson; John W. Johnson; Miss M. Johnson; 


-P. L. Johnson; A. B. Johnston; 8. Johnston; W. Johnston; 


A. A. W. Jones; Miss“D. Jones; Messrs. Jones and Gladden; 
Miss E. G. Jones; Miss F. E. Jones; J. Peyton-Jqnes; W. 
Jones; W. KE. Pryce-Jones; W. O. Jones; J. Joshua; E. M. 


‘Jowitt; J. R. Joy; Capt. L. Judkins; Mrs. A. Jukes; Miss F. 


‘Miss B. Kidd; Dr. E. A. King; Miss 


Juster. 

Charles C. Kaye; Miss E. Keth; C. M. Kelsall; K. Kemp; 
Miss V. Kennard; G. R. Kennedy; Lady Kenyon; W. E. Ker; 
‘ I. King; W. EH. King; 
Major E. T. Kingscote; Mrs. Kingscote; Lady Kinloch; Miss 
A. Kinross; J. Kinross; F. E. Kirk; Miss D. E. Kitchin; J. G. 
Kitson; Mrs. E. M. L. Knight; Thomas Kniveton; F. S. 
Knowles; E. E. Knowlton; P. Kohn-Speyer. 

Mrs. I. M. Lambert; Miss F. M. Lambourne; G. T. 
Tancaster; W. L. T. Lane; W. S. F. Lane; Lt.-Col. F. 
Langdon; Capt. Langley; W. A. Lansley; G. H. Lapterre; 
Mrs. Lash; W. E Laslett; A. Latham; G. C. Laurie; A. V. 


\ Law; Capt. G. Lawrence; Miss M. Lawrence; F. F. Lea; 


Henry Lea; Capt. C. M. Leatham; Capt. C. H. 8. Leaver; 
BOW. Lecky; Capt. A. J. Lee; Mrs. BE. Lee; H. Lee; N. A. 
Lee; Mrs. T. H. Hamilton-Lee; W. Lee; E. Leete; Mrs. B. P. 
Leschallas; Miss M. A. Leslie; Miss E. Lewer; A. E. Lilburn; 


Mrs. Lamb; A. S. Lindley; Lady M. Lindsay; W. Lingard; 


W. J. Linney; Miss Linton; C. T. Little; Miss L. 9. Little; 


Mrs. M. Liewellin; W. Lewellin; H. Lioyd; W. F. Lloyd; 
Mrs. G. B. Lockwood; J. Loder; J. Logan; A. Lomas; 5. K. 
Long; G. A. Longden; Miss A. Lond; W. R. Lord; Mrs. D. 
Loyd; Lady Lucas; Mrs. V. Lucy; E. Luff; Miss A. H. Lunn; 
J. T. lunn; C. D. Lasall; Brig.-General Lushington; Ida 
Luznell, 

J. Macdonald; Mrs. K. A. Macdonald; Mrs. H, Masiver; 
Mrs. Fraser-Mackenzie; Capt. G. T. Mackenzie; Miss Mackenzie ; 
J. J. Macintosh; Brig.-General Maconchy; Lt.-Col. F. 5. 
Macrory; W. T. Macrow; Rev. A. J. E. MacSwiney ; Miss F. 
A. Maddison; Miss N. B. Maddison; R. A. Maddock; T. J. 
Maguire; Mrs. Mahler; Com. H. Mahler, K.N.; James Main; 
M. C. Main; W. BR. Main; Mrs. ©. Maitland; Miss HK. M. 


Makepeace; Miss M. B. Malcolm; Mrs. G. C. D. Mallett ; 
G. D. Mallinson; R. ©. Mailock; H. J. Manton; J. Marchant; 
J. Marsh; Miss C. Marshall; J. S. Marshall; S. Marston; 


H. W. Martin; G. J. Mason; H. B. Mason; Capt. P. R. F. 
Mason; W. E. Mason; W. Massie; Capt. H. F. Masters; Thos. 
H. Mawdsley; Capt. H. St. G. Maxwell; The Han. Mrs. 
Maxwell; Sir William May; J. McAuley; A. McCombie; bL. H. 
MeCombie; Alexander MeConnell; Miss R. B. McCormick; Miss 
D. McGregor; Messers. McIndoe Brothers; C. McIntosh; D. L. 
McIver; Mrs. M. J. McKinlay; A. R. McLaren; F. McLaren; 
T. J. MoMillan; Miss Claire McMullen; J. McNeill; J. 
McPhait; E. A. Medworth; Capt. J. T. M. Mee; KE. J. 
Meekings; J. A. Mellor; V. Metcaif; G. H. V. Milbank; Mrs. 
G. J. Milburn; G. T. Milford; J. S. Miler; F. B. Nasmyth- 
Miller; BR. 8. Miller; G. Mills, Junr.; Miss E. Milnes; W. 
Milnes; J, W. Milsted; Mrs. A. E. Mitchell; F. G. Mitchell; 
J. Mitchell; Miss I. Mundy-Mobbs; Mrs. Molloy; A. Mont- 
gomery; L. G. Moon; P. R. Maore; W. P. Moore; M. Moreton ; 
Capt. C. E, Mongan; J. H. Knowles-Morgan; E. M. Phillips 
Morgan; C. S. Morris; E. O. Morris; 8. G. Morris; Muss H. 
Morrison; F. W. Morton; Mrs. W. A. Mounsey; Mrs. Mugeli; 
Col. W. B. Mullins; Mrs. C. S. Munday; W. G. Munt; Mrs. 
C, A. Muntz; Mrs. M. Murdoch. 

Mrs. J. S. Napier; A. Morten-Nance; Col. J. 5. Napier; He. 
Nathan; F. 8. Naylor; Hon. Mrs. Naylor; Miss D. M. Neale; 
W. Blair-Neatby; Miss P. B. G. Nesbitt; Miss A. L. Newman; 
Miss J. Nicholson; Mrs. Nicholson; W. Nicholls; H. H. 
Nicholson; D. Norbury; L. F. Norrie; C. E. Northcote; Miss 
G. W. Norton; Lt.-Col. G. H. Nugent; N.U.P.S. Hon. 
Secretary; A. Nussle; R. W-. Nicholson. 

Mrs. O’Connor; Capt. L. L. Ogier; Mrs. Lanegair O'Keefe; 
J. Oliver; H. HE. O'Meara; N. Ormsby ; Mrs. Ormsby. 

A. Padgett; Mns. A. Pain; A. Harold Paine; Miss Paley ; 
Mrs. E. 8. Palk; Ian Palmer; G. Palmer; Mrs. N. Parish; 
Mrs. A. M. Parker; H. B. Parker and Son; Jqhn Parker ; 
Miss M. Parkin; Major G. T. Parkinson; C. G. Parsons; Mrs. 
W. J. Parsons; F. G.- Partridge; R. Paterson; Major J. 
Patterson; Li. Pattison; Mrs. M. Peacock; Mrs. Pearce; Miss 
Peard; Andrew V. Pearson; G. HE. Pearson; L. A. Peberdy ; 
J. W. Peile; Mrs. Cecil Pember; C. F. Pendleton; M. L. 
Pentin; Algernon Perkins; W. H. Perks; J. J. Permng;; 
Miss D. Pertwee; Mrs. Grant Peterkin; S. A. Peto; Lit.-Col. 
R. Phayre; M. E. Phelan; Miss O. Philcox; D. F. Phillips; 
M. T. Phillips; J. H. Pickles; Mrs. A. Mabel Pierce; F. H. 
Pinel; H. T. Pitt; Miss B. C. Pode; Albert Pogsqn; J. © 
Pointon; Ernest Polge; Mrs. Bernard Pontet; C. R. Ponton; 
D. F. Porter; J. Porter; W. E. Porter; Mrs. F. Potter; 
W. Patter; Dowding Powell; T. W. Powell; Messrs. Powers 
and Glover; Miss Previtem; Norman Prewett; Charles Price; 
J. Price; Lu. J. Price; W. Wiilliqughby Price; M. Pricking ; 
Miss E. I. Prideaux; A. E. Priestily; Mrs. Prioleaw; A. H. 
Pritchard; H. J. Pritchard; Miss G. Probyn; Walter Proctor; 
Rev. BR. Pulleme; Mas. C. S. Purdon; E. W. Putman; 
Lawrence K. Pye. 

G. W. Quantrill. 

George F. Rae; Miss J. M. Rankin; The Misses Ransford ; 
Mrs. M. M. Ransom; F. W. Ransome; Miss E. Rapson; 
K. D. Read: A. R. Reader; Herbert Rowntree; Dr. J. B. 
Readman; Bernard Reddaway; Com. S. G. Reddie; H. Redfiern ; 
Mrs. C.. M. Redhead; Miss J. Reed; Dr. Robert B. Reed; 5S. E. 
Reed; Miss M. M. Reeves; R. Reeves; W. Renyard; C. ©. 
Rew: J. Rew; William Rice; A. A. Richards; G. F. Richani- 
son; J. E. H. Richardson; R. Richardson; Miss A. Riddel; 
Major G. Riddell; J. W. Riding; R. O. Ridley; F. Riley; 
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C. H. Rivers; H. 8. Rivington; Miss D. Roberts; Cecil Raberts ; 
Gilbert T. Roberts; H. Roberts; Mrs. S. Roberts; W. Robents ; 
W. A. Roberts; T. W. Roberts; John Robertshaw; Miss D. 
Robertson ; Miss M. §. Robertson; Capt. D. C. Robinson ; James 
Robinson; Miss N. Robinsen; Mrs. P. Robinson; P. H. 
Robinson; T. R. Robinson; W. J. Robinson; Miss A. M. 
Robson; George E. Capper-Robson; R. Robson; R. H. Robson ; 
T. Robson; Col. R. J. Roddam; Mrs. H. Rodwell; Major 
Disney-Roebuck; Miss M. Rogers; Mrs. Rogers; W. LHllison- 
Rogers; W. Rose; J. L: Rosedale; C. W. Rosher; Mrs. 
Rorterham; Mis. Ruddock; R. Runyard; James Russell ; 
W. G. Ruiter; Mrs. F. Rymer. 

H. J. Salter; Col. S. Sandbach; T. H. Sanders; Edward 
Sanderson; Miss Sanger; W. Sankey; G. 8. Sarson; R. J. 
Sarsons, Junr.;-Mrs. Savage; R. F. Savage; Mas. Savill; F. M. 
Savill; Miss E. M. Savory; Albert Saxon; Mrs. Sayer; Miss 
Sayer; M. P. Scase; F. Schofield; W. Schofield; R. Scholes; 
C. M. GC. Schrader; M. CG. Schuntz; Spencer D. Secretan; Mrs. 
Sedgwick; Miss L. J. Sephton; H. sequin; Frank Shattock ; 
Dr. W. Fletcher Shaw; R. B. Shaw; Mrs. Stewart Shaw; 
William Shaw; Lt.-Col. G. Shawell; F. Shearn; P. N. Sheiley; 
W. Shepherd; J. Shepherd; A. Shewan; Lt.-Col. G. L. £&. 
Sbewell; William Sillen; LL. M. Sim;  H. A. Simmonds; 
Norman Simmonds; G. H. H. Simmons; G. Keith 
Summons; Major R. D. Simmons; L. Scott Simons; Mass 
A. Simpson; H. F. Simpson; Miss D. L. Simson; Major 
A. I. Simson; Geoifrey Skeiton; Lt.-Col. J. W. Skipwith; 
Maus. Skipwith; G. Reid-Sleigh; J. Smart; W. W. Smart; 
Alexander Smith; Alderson Smith; A, Aldborough Smith; Mrs. 
C. P. Smith; E. Bostock Smith; E. Austin Smith; Frank 
Smith; Frank Smith; F. Leslie Smith; H. Smith; H. Clayton 
Smith; J. Smith; J. Smith, Junr.; J. \W. Smith; L. B. Smith; 
Mrs. L. Boville Smith; L. Brummell Smith; Mrs. G. E. 
Smith; Robert Smith; Capt. Stuart Smith; W. B. Smith; 
Wilfred J. Smith; Mrs. L, Smithers; John Beddome Snell; 
H. G. Snow; W. Keller Snow; Frank Snowden; EH. Soames; 
A. Sobey; G. Winthrope Somerville; A. L. M. Souehon; Miss 
R, Southwell; A. Spain; Miss M. es ring; Miss O. Sparshott ; 
C. Spiller; Mrs. C. Spiller; E. William ’ Spink ; Messrs. T. 
Spink and Sons; T. A. Spray; Lt.- Gor J. W. Springhalll ; B. 
Spruzen; Lester Spurgeon; Dr. W. D. Spurrell; R. M.. Stalle- 
brass; G. A. Staniford; W. Roebuck-Staniforth; Mrs. E: N. 
Stapleton; John S. Stead; A. H. Stebbings; Dr. James Steel; 
Miss G. Stephens; Horace Stephens; Mrs. B. P. Stephenson; 
C. F. Stephenson; Miss Stert; Bertram Stevenson; C. F. 
Stevenson; Miss J. C. Steward; Miss D. Stewart; The Hon. 
Mrs. Stiring; Mrs. H. Stobart; C. H. Stockdale; Major E. 
Gaved-Stocker; J. M, Stoker; Severn Storr; G. W. Stott; A. C. 
Streatfield; Miss C. Strickland: R. H. Stuart; Messrs,. Stubbs 
and Co.; Fred Sturdy; A. W. Sturgeon; Harold Sugars; Col. 
H. A. Sullivan; Capt. D. Fraser Suthe; Major G. W. Sutton; 
Capt. J. C. Sutton; Miss L. B. Swaine; Mrs. HK. W. Swan; 
H. EH. Swepstene; Miss D. Swiffn; KR. Swindlehurst ; “Mrs. 
Besford Sworder: Messrs. B. Sykes and Sons, Ltd.; Hustace 
Sykes; Lt.-Col. H. P. Sykes; Mrs. W. Sykes; L. Symes. 

F. Lawrence Talbot; Miss R. K. Tallis; Messrs. Tansy 
Brothers; Mrs. M. L. Tarran; Miss M. EB. Tasker; Mrs. T. A 
Tatton; Dr. H. Bell Tawse; Messrs. H. Taylor and Son; James 
W. Taylor; R. C. Taylor; William Taylor; E. Tebble; Watkin 
Temple; Capt. R. C. Thomas; Robert Edward Thomas; Mrs. 
FR. Thompson; Mrs. J. A. Thompson; R. Perey Thomson; 
J. W. Thornley; Miss Evelyn Thurlow; H. Tingle; K. Tinton; 
Com. A. Grendon Tippet; R. H. Tippett; Francis Todd; 
Staniey C. Tomkins; Miss Tomkinson; Felix C. Tomlinson; 
G. A. Tomlinson; H. Tomlinson; ©. B. Tampkins; G. B. 
Tootal; W. C.-Tooth; T. W. Toovey; E, A. Topp; Miss D. 
Toulmin; James Towers; Frank Townend; Guy! Tresham ; 
Com. H. Trenson; Miss Trotter; Mrs. Tudor; Capt. dS Gs 
Tunstill; James W. Turfus; F. H. Turnbull; Miss Flora 
Turner; G. Waltgn Turner: J. Turner; Miss M. C. Turner; 
Miss M. E. Turner; Miss M. M. Turner; §. P. C. Turner; 
H. W. Tutton; Jess Tyldesley. 

Capt. HE. J. Varden? Miss Vassie; M. E. A. Beavan Vaughan; 
Miss T.. Vawdry; E. Venis; 5S. Venn; H. Verden; Mrs. EH. M. 
Vessey; C. W. Vickers; Mrs. T. Vowles ; R. 8. Vyle. 

L. H. Wace; J. Waddell; Lt.-Col. W. E. Wailes; Miss 
E. M. Walind; T. J. Wainwright; Mrs. T: J. Wainwright ; 
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: 

F. W. Wait; D. Wake; J, Wakefield; G. E. Wakelin; . Mrs, 
D. J. Walker; Harold Walker; Mrs. G. M. Walker; James 
G. Walker; I. W. Walker; Mrs. Norton Walker; Miss J. A. 
Wallace; Miss M. Wallis; .W. Walter; Miss H. Walton; A. 
Houstonne Ward; A. Wardle; Mrs. A. Warner; M. Warren; 
W. O. G. Warwick; Yoneo Watanabe; Miss EK, F. Waters; 
Miss EK. N. Watkin; Edgar Watson; William Watson; W. 
Watson; Mrs. Wolston Watt; A. G. Watts; Miss D. Webb; 
P. Webb; Mrs. T. Webb; Thomas Webb; James Webster; 
Richard Webster; W. Alam Webster; F. W. Weeks; Charles 
H. Welch; F. A. Welch; Miss I. Weld; Mrs. K. Weldhen; 
W. J. Welford; Mrs, W. C.. Weller; Fred Wells; Rebert West; 
A. Westerby; G. seblgt E Western ; IHW eston; A. Ri 
Wheatley; F. W. Wheel Wheelwright ; Wo dW. hetnallj 
Miss A. L. Whitbread ; “6. ie Mray Cah ly White j} 
Mrs. M. White; White, Tomkins and Courage; J. W hitehead j 
RB. Whitehead ; FH. Whiteley; P. S. N. Whitlow; Mrs.) 
Wooiryche- Whitmore ; B. Whittlestone ; Miss W hyte}] 
Livingstone Whyte;. C. Widdas; Miss M. B. Wigan; Al 
Wiggins; A. L. Wiggins; Miss Wigram; R. F. E., Wild; 
Harry Wildman; H. Wilkinson; Rev. L. C. Green Wilkinson; 
KE. L. Wilhams; Major G. T.. Williams; Miss H. McC, 
Williams; J. Williams; Mrs. J. W. Williams; Capt..L. Wil: 
liams; Richard J. Willliams; W. H. Williams; Miss Widger 
ae Mrs. G. Williamson; Li. V. Willis; Mrs. G. Mi) 
Willshire; Miss J. Woéilsteed; Lady Bromley Wilson; M. J. 
Wilson; W. Wilson; Major W. Hayland Wilson; Capt. EH, 
Wimberley; E. C. Winch;,H. W. Windle; Miss J. Wingfield} 
James Winskill; Miss H. Winton; R. H. D. Winton; Rey. 
F. G. Witt; Alfred Wood; Arthur E. Wood; A. P. Lomax 
Wood; H. 8, Wood; James 8. Wood; W. J. Weodeock; Mise] 
M. B. F. Woodhouse; W. Woodhouse; A. H. Woods; Mis 
F. M. Woods; Miss J. G. W. Woods; Miss N, EB. Woods} 
C. E. Woodward; B. Woolacot; Mrs, Worssam; R. J. Worssam} 
G. N. Worters; Charles E. Worthington; Miss A. B. Wright; 
C. Wright; D. P. Wright; M. C. Wright; Major R. 8S. Wright: 
T. Wright; J. E. Wrigley. 
Miss M. K. E. Yeats; Miss I. Yorke; C. G. Young, Senr.} 
Donald J. Young; John H. Young; W. R, Younger. 


““DAILY MAIL” EGG-LAYING TEST OF FIRST-CROSS 
PULLETS, 1924-25. 


Promoted. by ‘The Daily Mail,” in co-operation with London an¢ 
North-Eastern Railway Company. Held at Bentley, Suffolk. 


Report for Tenth Month—27th June to 24th July, 1925. 


It was not until quite the close of the month under repor) 
that the long «continued drought broke, and the much-needer 
rains came. “The inumediate effect of the change was an inereasi| 
in the average size of the eggs, as well as a slight rise in thi! 
curve of production, which had previously been falling steadily} 

Under the *onditions prevailing throughout the month thi 
average of 15.79 eggs per bird may be regarded as very satis! 
factory, ‘This brings the fiock average for the 40 weeks to daa) 
to 16194 eggs per bird. . 

Broodiness was not so prevalent as duing the previow 
month—only 143 hirds passing. through the broody coops as com) 
pared with 246 | 

Moulting, however, was more in evidence, though the numbe}) 
affected was not so great as was to be expected im view of thy 
extremely hot weather—im fact it was rather below the norma) 
for the time of the year. 

The general hea, ith of the flock was again very good. : 

J. N. LEIGH. : 


EGG PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. I 
(Seven Pullets), 1 


Figures are total points to date. 


Section 1. White Leghorns x White Wyandottes—F. W. Baz’ 
ley, King’s Norton, Birmingham, 1410; James M. Abbott, Hoe) 
bridge, Qld Woking, 1354; Henry Sutton and Sons, Little Hoole! 
near Preston, 1260; Walter Crabtree, Clitheroe, Lamcs., 1235; | 
W. Crabtree, Clitheroe, Lanes., 1223. 

Section 2. Black Leghorns x Rhode Island Reds. — Wilson! 
Beattie, Rothersthorpe. Northants, 1228; J. Ashworth, Withnell| 
near Chorley, 1203; M. HE. and A Robinson, Kingswood, Bawitry) 
Yorks., 1174: P. K. Berry, Market Harboro’, 1149; G B. Metcalfe) 
ie Farm, Lechlade, 1107; Mrs. F. H. Toone, Copston, Hin ak} 
ey 

Section 3. Any other First Cross.—Mrs. W. Orabtree, Clither de) 
Lames. 1255; H. 3). Barley, King’s Norton, Birmingham, 
Edward Watkins, Cross-in-Hand, Sussex, 1246; Walter Craiiree| 
Clitheroe, Lancs., 1199;;- - Ga Ww Farmer, Romeley, Halesowen); 
Worcester, £113. 

Section 1 Any Cross showing Sex-Linked Inheritance tag) 
Sowerby, Caistor, Lines., 1378; Parkin, New Hulton, Kendal 
1124: A Mansell, Kingston Stent, near Thame, 1093: P. E. White 
Market Drayton, 1088; Charles R. Hall, Coulsdon, Surrey, 1083. 


Bacillary White Diarrhoea 


“Its Control and Eradication. 
By T. M. DOYLE, F.R.C.Y S., D.V.S.M. 


EEE. BRE 


Continued from Page 14. 


CAN HEALTHY ADULT FOWLS CONTRACT THE 
DISEASE FROM ‘‘ CARRIERS ?” 


This is an important point, as on it depends, to a 
inge extent, the value of the agglutination test as a 
veans of eradicating the disease. 

Ii fowls only contract the diseage in the chick stage, 
ae test at about six months of age would detect all 
uwmiers, but if healthy adults become infected from 
mtact with carriers, two or more tests will be neces- 
wy. The reason being that in recently infected. birds 
le disease will not be sufficiently advanced to give 
vaction. and a second test will be necessary after an 
(terval of one month to detect those infected birds 
hich failed to react to the first test. 

In 1919 Rettger and his co-workers investigated this 
gestion, and concluded ‘that transmission of infection 
om hen to hen through infected litter or direct con- 
et was rare. In their experiments they used artifi- 
ally-infeeted fowls. 
(In view of the importance of this question the fol- 
|Wing experiment was carried out:—Eighty fowls, 
ty naturailiy-infected carriers, and thirty healthy con- 
lols, were housed together for a period of one year. 
ais represented a flock infectiion of 62 per cent., 
jbich is far heavier than that generally met with 
Hider field conditions. The average flock infection in 
|ts country is between 10 and 15 per cent. 
The birds weve divided into groups, and kept in 
dal! houses, which were only cleaned out at long 
tervals, so as to ‘allow every opportunity of infection 
King place. The experiment was controlied by 
ny agglutination tests. In nid ease did any of the 
lalthy controls show ithe shehtest infection. 
‘The testing of infected flocks in the field, both in 
jis country and in America, has, however, 
‘ferent results to those of the laboratory 
lents. 
In America, out of 18,000 hens tested, the number 
| feactors to a first test varied between 10 and 40 per 
‘nt., and from nil to 25 per cent reacted to a second 
ist. In this country our field tests have given 
‘ailar results, and in second tests the reactors have 
‘Ged between nil. und 20 yer cent. The 20 per cent. 
lan exceptional figure; the first test of this flock 
‘owed a 40 per cent. infection. 
‘AS a general rule a second test shows one or two 
|feent. of reactors, and a third test one or two in the 
liote flock. The number of birds whieh react to a 
ond test appears to be in direct proportion to the 
jtount of infection originally present im the flock. 
Tm some cases one test has been sufficient to 
(Minate ail ‘‘ carriers,” and a high percentage of 


ety chicks has been hatched from the tested 
ck, 


| 


given 
experi- 
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The adult fowl is extremely resistant to infection 
with the B. pullorum, and it is probable that under 
natural conditions the orgamism is ingested in such 
minute quantities that the minimal imfecting dose is 
not achieved, amd is quickly overcome by the ‘body 
defences. 

When ground is grossly contaminated, as occurs 
when diseased chicks have been running on it, it is 
probable that large doses jof the organism are taken 
in and the natural resistance is broken down and the 
bird infected. 

From the field experiments it may be concluded that 
infection between diseased and healthy adults does 
occur, and that it is due to gross contamination of the 
ground. 

It is, therefore, evident that ‘‘carriers’’ are a larger 
factor in the spread of B.W.D. tham is at present 
realised, and are probably allso the cause of an appre- 
ciable number of cases of unknown origin. 

The negative results obtained in the laboratory ex- 
periments were probably brought’ about by insufficient 
ground infection; the good structure of the poultry 
houses, and the excellent lighting arrangements, ete. , 
would account in no small meagsure/for the failure of 
the organism to establish itself. Progressive infection 
between adults explain those cases in which the 
agelntination test fails to eradicate the disease, and 
the necessity for repeated tests. If, however, the test 
is employed, in conjunction with other methods, which 
will be discussed later, there is little difficulty in 
stamping out the infection. 


INOCULATION AGAINST B.W.D. 


The question is often asked as to the possibility of 
protecting chicks by means of ia vaccine or anti-serum. 

Vaccines do not confer immediate protection when 
introduced into the body. There is a period after 
inoculation, known as the negative phase, during which 
susceptibility is increased. The negative phase lasts 
from four to five days. 

Chicks are, as you know, most susceptible to 
B.W.D. during the first fen days of life. A va2cine, 
therefore, would not only fail to protect them during 
the damger period, but would actually render them 
more liable to contract the disease. 

An anti-serum against a disease is produced by the 
repeated injections of the cansal organism into a suit- 
able animal. The animall is then bled, and the serum 
collected. As it contains anti-bodies against the 
organism with which it hag been prepared, it gives an 
immediate protection, but of short duration. Infection 
is not always prevented by the use of serum, it may 
be only modified, and am apparently recovered animal 
maty become a ‘* carrier.’’ The use of serum. there- 
fore, may lower the mortality, but increase the number 
of “carriers.’’ The strongest argument against its 
use is that the inoculation of newly-hatched chicks is 
not a practicable proposition, They are far too delicate 
and fragile to permit of such intervention as a routine 
measure. 


CONTROL AND ERADICATION. 
There are certain factons which are of great assist- 
ance in contraiking poultry diseases, and iof which full 
advantage should be taken. These are:— 
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(1) The small value of the individual fowl. This 
permits of the elimination of diseased birds with- 
out involving the owner in amy serious expense, 
and on this account it is a sound policy, at the 
first appearance of a contagious disease, to destroy 
the affected birds, and prevent the spread of. m- 
fection. 

(2) The short average life of the fowl facilitates 
the replacement of a diseased flock with healthy 
young birds in a short space of time. 

‘These two. factors are particularly valuable in deall- 
ing with the disease in question. 

If B.W_D. was made a notifiable disease, its eradica- 
tion would not present any gre vat difficulties, and could 
be brought about in a compar aititv elly short time. The 
industry, is, however, so widespread, and poultry 
and poultry-kcepers are so numerous, that the expense 
entailed in the carrying out of such a policy would be 
prohibitive. The control and eradieation of the disease 
must depend, therefore, on the voluntary efforts of 
poultry farmers themselves. 

Measures for dealing with outbreaks may be divided 
into two parts :— 

(1) The elimination of 
gglutination test ; 

(5) The building up of «a healthy floci. 

As soon as the disease has been diagnosed by a 
bacteriological examination, the stock birds should be 
tested, and reactors dnmediatelly removed from the 
flock. 

We have already pointed out that reactors should 
be Ee of because they are the principal means 
by which the infection is transmitted, ane algo on 
ie of their low egg production. The remainider 
of the flock should be moved to cleam ground to prevent 
further cases arising from the contaminated runs. ‘The 
infected ground should be heavily limed and left vacant 
for some months. 

As one test is unlikely to detect all “‘carriers,’’ it is 
advisable to divide the flock into groups, and to mark 
the eggs from each group. In the event of further 
outbreaks occurring, it is possible. by this procedure 
to limit’the number of birds whieh ‘will require-to he 
retested. 

The size of a group will depen’ on the egg capacity 
of the incubators employed, and in a sceneral way it 
should be so arranged that ‘the egos from one or two 
sroups will be sufficient to fill’ one imeubator within 
reasonable time. 

It must be remembered that the agglutination test, 

although very reliable, is too expensive and laborious 

to be sole! y ‘depended upon for the eradication of the 
disease. It should be regarded as a temporary 
measure to allow of the carrying on of breeding opera- 
tions with an infected fiock until such time as this can 
be repuiaced by healthy young birds. 


ee 
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THE BUILDING UP OF A HEALTHY FLOCK. 


Attempts to cure affected chicks are useless and in- 
advisable. In spite of the many so-called “‘cures’’ on 
the market, there is no method of treatment yet dis- 
eovered which is of the elightest value. Furthermore, 
the fact that those which recoverare likely to harbour 
the causal agent, and are the potential source of future 


birds by the- 


outbreaks, is a strong argument against the policy 
of treatment. Under no circumstances, whatever 
should survivors be used for breeding, because, as we 
have already shown, more than half of them are likely 
to be ‘‘carriers,’’ and will be the. means of starting 
fresh outbreaks. 

The practice of breeding from survivors may be 
held to account in a large measure for the presen’ 
widespread distribution of the disease, and for the lael 
of success which efforts at eradication have met with 

If the number of chicks which survive an outbreal 
is small, they should be destroyed. If, however, thi 
number is considerable, to destroy thern might caus 
considerable financial loss. These should “then bi 
isolated and disposed of for table purposes. 

T'e go to the expense and labour of keeping diseaen 

chickens for six months or longer, and to endeavou 
then to weed theri.out by means of expensive tests, 1 
not a sound policy, and it has failed to achieve am 
success in those countries in which it has been tried 

The agglutination test can also be empioyed for thi 
protection of healthy flocks, and I would suggest, i 
view of the prevalenee of this disease, to buy all ney 
birds subject to passing it. The cost is insignifiean 
compared with the valuable protection which it affords 

The measures which are recommended in this pape 
are practical and economical, and, if efficiently carne: 
out, will bring about the total eradication of th 
disease from infected flocks. 


MEMBERSHIP. OF THE S-P.B-A. 


So many of our readers are under the impressio 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigre 
breeders, or farmers On a large’ scale to rende 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.BA 
This idea is quite incorrect. The $.P.B.A. is ou 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from th 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivis 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equi 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription bring 
with it many advantages, namely : Free Advice b 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefit 
of the Discount System, and many _ othe 
advantages too numerous to mention here. Yo 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary 
TOM NEWMAN, The ~-Beeches, Rudgwick 
Horsham, Sussex. The financial year begins 6 
Ist September. a” 


al 


CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL EGG-LAYING COMPETITION 
SINGLE BIRD TEST. 


Report for Tenth Month—24th June to 2Ist July. 


The flock average for the month jis 14 eggs per bird, again 
16.25 last month. The average for the light breeds is 17.1, a 
for the heavy breeds 11.4 per bird. Two birds did mot lay. 

During the period 33 birds have been broody. No. 27 bi! 
early in the month died from peritonitis, caused. by ruptu) 
of oviduct. 

Figures are Eggs for Month and Total Pointts to date respecuivell 
_ Light Breeds.—_W_ J. Eletecher (W.L.), 17, 1562; Campbell a 

(W.L), 28, 1500; J. Mason (W.L.), 2, 1448; E. Harriéion (W.L 

1426: A. a Milne ee aa ds A Tobler (W.L.), 20, 1400. 

Heavy Breeds.—W. 1 Griffiths (W.W.), 16, 1441; Liverpool Sat 
torinm, Kingswood (Se ©, 1437: Mrs. Garnett (Bf.Rk.), 12, 14! 
Tansey Bros, (R.1 R.), 12, 1390; E. Carter (R.I.R.); 16, 1389; 
Paterson (Bf.Orp.), 10, 1307. ; ; 
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Say 
Correspondence. 


EEE SEE 0 RES 
CO-OPERATIVE POULTRY PRODUCTS, LTD. 


Dear Sir,—One is rather amazed to read in 

current numbers of ‘‘Eggs’’ letters from people 
who are personally shareholders in Co-operative 
*oultry Products, Ltd., decrying that very young 
‘oncern. 
Surely nowhere but in the poultry industry are 
here to be found shareholders who will write to 
hhe Press discounting the very Society they have 
ielped to create. 

Do all these correspondents imagine they know 
vetter than those in charge, how the Society can 
rest be run? Why not give it a chance? 

If members have criticisms to make the General 
feetings are open to them, and suggestions are, 
believe, gladly received. 

Those who read ‘“‘Eggs”’ regularly should 
mow as much of Mr. W. Hall’s farm as he knows 
amself, and they will probably agree with him 
hat they do not see the use of him being a 
vember, but—there are others. 

Let the Board get on with the job and don’t 
eep them answering ‘‘ self-evident *’ questions in 
1¢ Press, is an appeal that seems almost 
2cessary. 

No, I am not on the Board, mérely a humble 
umber something! (which I never can remember). 
I am, Sir, your faithfully, 

H. MELVILLE LEIGHTON (Capt.). 


O-OPERATIVE POULTRY PRODUCTS, LID. 


Dear Mr. Newman,—The correspondence you 
we published from critics of the above Society is 
ttainly of interest to the management, as show- 
g the attitude of certain people towards co- 
deration. 

‘The Society held on July 28th last its annual 
eral meeting, and, as chairman on that occa- 
om, I asked for any questions and criticisms on 
€ work that had been done, but not one of your 
™e€spondents raised the point upon which he 
lw writes to you. Surely if they felt so strongly, 
| tte co-operators—if not as shareholders—that 
is the time to raise such matters. 

As there are many points raised by your corres- 
ndents which may mislead those who are not 
embers of Co-operative Poultry Products, Ltd., 
‘would appear to be only fair to the Society for 
u to give the report of the annual general meet- 
3 where these matters are dealt with in detail. 
‘¢ General Manager would be pleased to send a 
Py to anyone who is interested. 

| Yours sincerely, 


| P. HEDWORTH FOULKES. 
| Summary 


EGGS. 


of the Report is given in another column ,— (Ed.,) 
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CO-OPERATIVE POULTRY PRODUCTS CO.’'S 
PRICES. 


Dear Sir,—It may interest others to know what 
prices have been paid for chicken sent to this 
Company. The second and third weeks in July 
Rhode Island cockerels that had been specially fed 
with fattening mash for two weeks were dispatched 
to Virginia Water. Their weights varied from 
3 Ibs. to just under 4 lbs., and the prices that 
were paid was from 2s. 5d. to 3s. 6d. each, and 
very few at the latter price. Leghorn poussins 
weighing just on 1 lb. fetched 5d., 6d., and a few 
at 8d. each. Extra to this was deducted from 
the cheque 10 per cent. commission, Carriage and 
cartage, postages and cost of cheques, and on top 
of this we paid considerably more for Carriage to 
Virgina Water than to the London Markets. 
During the past week we have sent birds alive to 
the London Markets, the same size as those sent 
to Virginia Water in July, and none fetched lower 
than 3s. 6d., and the costs by way of freightage 
amd commission was far less. We have never been 
satished with the London Markets for this kind of 
produce, but never have we received such appalling 
prices as this Company at Virginia Water has doled 
out. 

It was understood that an enormous fattening 
plant wais installed with a view to grading birds 
and finishing them off to be sold to big consumers, 
instead of which it would appear that they are 
merely doing what we ourselves could do by send- 
ing to a local market and relying upon philan- 
thropists in the poultry industry to keep them 
going. Then we are told that we will not support 
the Co-operative system. Truly, the Lord helps 
those who help themselves! 


ANOTHER SUFFERER. 


CO-OPERATIVE POULTRY PRODUCTS, LTD. 


Dear Sir,—No doubt C.P.P., Ltd., can stick up 
for themselves, and it ds no part of my object in 
writing this to defend them nor to criticise them, 
though I would rather like to see some one within 
““Eggs”’ who knows something about their 
doings, who defends them, and I think it would 
be a help if some sort of account of the volume 
of their business were published and the prices 
paid, etc. However, all that is somewhat beside 
the point of this letter. 

Now what I do wish to write about is this. 
Here we have an apparently struggling organisa- 
tion, whose object it is to further the interests 
of the egg-producing industry; at least that 
section of it which belongs to C.P.P., Ltd. It 
seems to me that a great deal of this criticism is 
deplorable. Surely we producers should ido all 
we can to puff our Co-operative Society and do 
ali in our power to make a huge success of it? 
How can’ we keep out all those foreign eggs if we 
do not make some sort of attempt to co-operate ? 
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We are like a barbed wire fence with no wire, 
only barbs in it, and the organised and co- 
operative foreigner kicks the loose barbs out of the 
way—walks in and takes our market. A few of 
the barbs no doubt get there, but a good many 
get lost on the way. 

Now what about having a good strong wire to 
hold us together? Is it one of those things that 
cannot be done in England, or is it that: CoP 3P.5 
[td., are not the people to do it? 

How I see it is like this. The established egg 
farmer has his connection which he has built up 
through his own efforts, and he is not going to 
sacrifice that for any patriotic (in its narrowest OF 
widest sense) reason, so he has no use for a Co- 
operative Society. The small man, or the bhe- 
ginner, 1s he who would ‘be most benefited by a 
really good Co-operative Society, but he has 
neither time, money, nor influence as a rule to 
be of any use in pushing his society and making 
it a really big thing and an effective one; the 
result is that all these little Co-operative Societies 
are scarcely more than a paid job for a secretary 
or something of that sort, and none of them have 
any high politics nor aim at making the English 
eggs the preferred eggs at the English breakfast 
table. Will C.P.P., Ltd., do it? Or shall we let 
the Dane, the Dutchman, and the Dago go on 
supplying us? Is there no British industry 
capable of such a strong organisation that it can 
beat the foreigner in our own market? 

Yours truly, 


J. R. BRIGGS. 


THE SALE OF EGGS. 


Dear Sir,—If Messrs. Morton Nance, Wireless 
and Co., could submit their calculations to their 
old schoolmasters those worthy gentlemen would, 
{ fear, see little to enthuse over. To make 
figures ‘‘ interesting ”’ something more 1s re 
quired than a knowledge of numerals and a fertile 
imagination. 

The purely hypothetic problem propounded by 
Mr. Nance is very simple. The six days’ layings 
of 400 fowls, with a 137% eggs average per day, 


not per bird (this for the information of ‘‘ Wire- 
Jless’’), at the market prices stated, results in 
yearly values, as follows, after cutting out odd 
numbers. :— 

4,182 doz. at 1s. 8.a1d. (roughly 1/8-1/9) 1s 
£30.  Deducting food, £240, we get (with 
apologies to ‘‘ Wireless ’’) a gross profit of £146. 
If we carry this to a commercial farm conclusion 
by deducting from the gross profit a sum equal to 
3/7ths of the food cost, i.e., £87, we get a net 
profit of 459, which is obviously round about 3s. 


per bird. 
How such a return would appeal to the average 
poultry-keeper I know not. To me it would 


signify a waste of useful food, If the farm were 
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run as a ‘“‘hobby’’ or overtime occupation, the) 

moral responsibility would, in my opinion, be in 

no wise lessened thereby. | 
Yours faithfully, 

J. WHEELOCK, 


This correspondence must now cease .— (Editor. ) “ 


—_ 


VENTILATION BY INDUCTION. 


Dear Sir,—In your issue of August 19th a Mr. 
kk. A. Dixon makes a personal reference to me 
on the above subject, and as his letter shows up) 
a possibility of a grave misconception as to the 
nature of ventilation by induction, I would 
like, for the sake of your readers who are 1n- 
terested in the matter, to clear it up. | 

Mr. Dixon seems to object to my warning! 
against 45 degree angle houses, and floor ventr) 
lation. Why? =| 

If 1 knew who Mr. Dixon was, and the particulay 
design of house his name is associated with,” | 
might the better be able to grasp the object 0| 
his communication, but my knowledge of , the 
poultry industry is almost limited to the tex’ 
pages of ‘‘ Eggs,’’ as the only useful paper, ane 
that may possibly be the reason. | 

He concludes that I am prejudiced against am) 
other method of ventilation than my own. 

In.all fairness he is hardly justified in sayin{ 
this, for if he will refer to one of the concludiny 
paragraphs in my article on ‘Health by Venti 
fation,’’? he will see I ask to be ‘‘ absolved fron) 
any suggestion on my part that what has ‘bee! 
set out here is the last and best word on th 
subject.”’ | 

Here are the reasons for my warning agaims| 
building Apex houses with the roof-sides at a 
angle of 45 degrees and floor ventilation. a 

When I introduced the principle, or system, ¢ 
ventilation by induction it was readily accepte 
by many whose intelligence is greater than min¢ 
as being something better than modern prevail 
ing systems. From that time so much _ interes 
has been aroused in the possibilities of such 
system that enterprising poultry-keepers wrote t 
me for working drawings and started erecting 
and from a knowledge of what these people ator 
are doing, at a rough computation, there mu} 
already be something like thirty thousand bir 
accommodated in houses ventilated on tl 
induction principle. | 

The very latest account I have had is of a for 
thousand bird farm on which a 100 bird house Wi 
erected three months ago, and last week anoth 
for 500-600 birds was started. The owner 1s 
poultry-keeper of thirty-six years standing. | 

Then the inevitable happens. The small man) 
facturer sees these houses going up all overt} 
country. In sheer ignorance of the principles 1 
volved he starts to make a cheap imitation, @ 
as the cheapest and simplest from the point | 

view of economy of material is that with the 10 

| 
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sides at an angle of 45 degrees, he produces these 
'at small cost, and so passes out possible trouble 
to the small-scale struggling poultry-keeper. 

We then, as pioneers of this principle, do not 
like the thought of followers who are less con- 
versant with the technical side of the application 
to suffer disappointment by erecting houses of 
such design that there was any possibility of the 
principle ‘being altered to distortion. 


The first triangular 


house I built was of the 45 


degrees type; three-quarters of the floor was 
boarded, and the remaining space on each side 
left open with wire netting. It was supported on 
six inch sleepers. The result was appalling, and 
as regards the induced current ventilation, it sim- 


ply did not exist. I 


then studied the science of 


induction, as applied in the steam injector and the 
‘Water-jet vacuum jump, and saw where I was 
‘Wrong. I have no hesitation in Saying that it is 
of the first importance that the angle contained 
‘between the sides and floor must’ not be less than 
50 degrees if the best results are desired. 


| There are sundry other factors which make for 
the greatest efficiency, but which need not be in- 
cluded here. The matter has recently been most 
ably dealt with in detail in an article on ‘‘ The 
Importance of Proper Ventilation,” by an unknown 
writer in your issue of July 20th. 


Now let it be clea 


tly understood that I am 


talking of the principle of induction as applied to 
ventilation, not of methods of ventilation. 


There can be no 
nethods, but there c 


question of monopoly in 
an be, and appears to be, 


pome grave confusion in the conception of 


orinciples. 


Mr. Dixon, in referring to his own particular 
lesign, says :—‘‘ The birds are protected from 
udden draught, as the dropping boards break the 
urrent of air coming through the ventilation 


paces in the floor, 


Mr. Dixon’s method of ventilation, then, is not 
n the induction principle, because where there is 
elf-generated induction there cannot be draught ; 


Is against all the 
amessed to provide 


natural laws which are 
the system. 


With regard to floor ventilation. There are 


2rtain refinements of 


adjustment in the relative 


fas of air inlets and foul gas outlets required 


>» get the best resy] 


ts out of the system, and 


ther considerations of too lengthy and technical 
Mature to be included here. A few experiments 


ith a stove pipe, a 


candle, and some smoking 


wn paper will yield a wealth of information in 


l€se directions. But, 


apart from these, have we 


ot already enough contributory causes to disease 
Poultry without adding yet another by pulling 


t through, or in cont 


act with, fouled litter ? 


may say that this is one of the reasons why I 


iver throw grain into 


my laying-sleeping houses. 


ido not like my birds to inhale the dust from 
ter which is even enly a fortnight old. 


Mr. Dixon says J 
| 


am pleased with my own 
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method. I am. I am very much in love with the 
results in my own practice from the application of 
a principle for the induction of air by natural laws. 
But let it be clearly understood that the principle 
can be) Yas satisfactorily applied to span-roof 
houses, which type for many purposes only can 
be used. I have already supplied general poultry- 
keepers with suggestions for remodelling their 
span-roof houses to secure this system of venti- 
lation, 

The matter is not one of Apex houses at all, but 
of the successful application of a principle, so I 
am unable to see the reason of Mr. Dixon’s 
criticism. 

I gather that Mr.: Dixon is a manufacturer of 
poultry houses. I am not, and therefore not com- 
mercially interested in that direction. But, owing 
to the heavy bombardment of applications to know 
where and how self-ventilating houses of the type 
associated with my name could be obtained, I had, 
in sheer desperation, to find a manufacturer who 
would be willing and capable of undertaking it. 
Beheve me, it was not an €asy matter. Skill in 
manufaicture is of the greatest importance. Such 
a structure cannot be made in a cheap, haphazard 
manner ; it is bound to be more costly in time 
and thought, and to find the manufacturer with 
the scientific intelligence, belief, and progressive 
enthusiasm to appreciate the necessity for all the 
refinements demanded was not an easy thing in 
these days, when manufacture and profits are so 
dependent on mass production, 

A discriminating search of the advertisement 
pages of ‘‘Eggs ’”’ proved singularly fortunaite in 
the end, and the first thing this up-to-date gentle- 
man did was to put up a large house to prove it, 
and later others of a giant order for his own use, 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
C. WINTHROPE SOMERVILLE. 
SAS SSA a cee 
LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETIES 
LAYING COMPETITION, 


Held at the Lancashire County Council Farm, Hutton, under 
the supervision of Mr. OLS eH. Dobbin, the County Poultry 
Instructor. 

All the birds are in g00d health. During the month W.L. 
No. 31 laid 25 eggs; No. 25, 24 eges: B.L. No. 101, 24 eggs: and 
R.I.R. No. 88, 24 eggs. The birds are now easing up, between 50 
and 60 having been broody. 

ELEVENTH MONTH’S REPORT (23rd July to 19th August, 1925). 

The following are the leading positions in each section, show- 
ing number of Eggs and Points for the eleven months :— 

Section 1.— White Leghorns.—Large Brecders (three birds),— 
R. Beesley, 635, 3507; J: Booth, 644, 3468: k. Cam, 582, 3272; A. Q. 
paoeon 601, 3260; W. Hamnett, 540, 3080; R. Moon and Sons, 
5f > 2998 

Section 2.—Light Breeds.—Large Breeders (three birds).—O. 
Rawlinson, 625, 3188: Mrs. J. H. Hill, 441, 2246: ¥F. Lord, 439, 2102: 
J. P. ee 415, 2076; H. Hilton, 401, 1984; W. Hamnett (1 dead), 
552, 1861. 

Section 3.—White Wyandottes,—_Large Breeders (three birds).— 
C. Bates, 584, 3329: Mrs. S. Sefton, 538, 2807; W. Hamnett, 498, 2798 ; 
pie R. Dawson, 480, 2698: F. Holden, 487, 2636; A. CO, Harrison, 
471, 2467. 

Section 4.—A.0.V, Heavy Breeds.—Large Breeders (three birds), 
—F. Harvey, 612, 3085: W. Weardion and Sons, 528, 2846: 7. 
Edraundson, 501, 2773; D. Braithwaite, 457, 2619; T. Barron, 463, 2519 ; 
J Basnett (1 dea), 418, 2457 

Section 1.—Light Breeds.—Small Breeders single birds).— 
G. A. Wolsteinholme, 193, 1069; H. West, 194, 1060; R. Mills. 189, 
sedi ne Stanley, 175, 1040; F. Wilkinson, 218, 1029; J. W. Makamnt, 
207, 1029. 

Section 2.—Heavy Breeds.—Smal| Breeders (single birds),— 
J. W. Pearson, 204, 1191; D. Braithwaite, 199, 1041: A. D. Walton, 
191, 914; T. Plumb, 182, 908: T, Harrison, 169, 855; Mrs, A. J 
Mellor; 159, 806. : 


ee 
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CO-OPERATIVE POULTRY PRODUCTS, LTD. 


THE SECOND ANNUAL ORDINARY GENERAL 
MBETING. 

The Chairman (Mr, P. Hedworth Foulkes), in 
reply to criticism of the Society in these columns, 
suggested that we should publish the report of the 
meeting as an answer to these. This we regret, 
owing to its length, we are unable to do. We will, 
however, endeavour to summarise it, and should 
there be any important omission in the summary, 
if the Chairman or Secretary will kindly let us 
know, it shall be remedied. 

If we might be allowed to comment on the 
criticism, it is to suggest that, while we feel com- 
pelled to publish this, in future it would be desir- 
able for those who have any complaints to make 
to first seek an explanation from the management, 
and if this is not forthcoming, the columns will 
be open to them, and the management may be 
induced to reply to any such complaints in the same 
manner. This will at once prevent any of the 
small pin-pricks which are SO damaging to a 
Society fighting to establish itself, and at the same 
time give fair play to the shareholders. 


THE REPORT. 


Of Share Capital, the position to daite is that tthe 


Number of members or shareholders 644 
Total Subseribed Capital £5823 
ed Paid up £3404 0 0 

, Uncaillled te. oe cae £2419 0 0 


bed 
LOANS.—TDhe Ministry of Agriculture, as tthe Report states, 
agreed to advance a loan of £3,000 upon the terms stated, and 
this amount has been paid over. Further application has been 
made, and, as a result of negotiations, the Ministry has agreed 
to increase the amount on tthe basis of £1 for each £1 of sub- 
scribed capital up to a total of £5,800. Of this amgunt, the 
Society have mow received, including the swabove £3,000, a 
total sum of £5,000, and the remaining £600 will shortly be 
paid over as soon as the legal requirements are fulfilled. The 
date fixed, as the commencing date for calculating repayment 
and interest is Mamch 6th, 1925, so that the first payment for 
Interest at 5 per cent. per annum, payable thalf-yearly, will be 
September 6th, 1927, and tthe first repayment of 1 /26th of ithe 
total capital advanced will be March 6th, 1927. 

I need hardly mentiqn the great help that thus arrangement 
gives to the establishment of such a business as this of youms. 
You will appreciate the recommendation which we made that 
members should take up share capital upon the basis of 10/- 
paid per £1 share. 

While this is very satisfactory as fair as it goes, I must call 
your attention to the fact that our original estimate was for a 
capital of £12,000, and qgur total cash capital received has been: 


Paid up Capital as af es fa £3404 0 0 
Ministry of Agriculture Loan ... £5000 
Still to come £800 


5800 0 0 


Total £9204 0 0 


Until the final completion of the equipment and the proper 
allocation by the auditors of the various items of expenditure 
to capital and tradimg accounts, it is quite impossible tq give 


It is, however, quite 
Committee has urged 
working capital. “ 


All business concerns must have sufficient working capital 
from which to trade, and if such capital is nob available as share 
capital, it has to be gbtained by ioans or borrowing from the 
Bank. Under the terms of the Ministry’s loans a fist de- 
benture is taken upon ‘the Society's property and uncalled capital” 
—to the extent of £5,800--so that until further subscribed” 
capital is available we have no assets which can be put forward 
to the Bank. ‘ 

The Board of Directors would therefore urge upon members 
the desirability of members increasing their share hqlding, oF 
of obtaining more members in order to provide this necessary 
working capital. It has been suggested to me by several meme 
bers that thig should be done, and as a Board we should. be 
glad if a recommendation from you thait members, af not ail 
members, should be required tq subscribe on a basis of £1 
share per 100 head of adult Poultry Stock. This basis hag 
been adopted in the case of members dealing through the egg 
department, but has not been the case with those sending birds 
for sale, and in several cases members holding one or two 
shares have disposed of quantities of birds through the station. 
The average holding of share capital by members is approxi 
mately £9, or £5 paid up. But this average iis raised by the 
larger holdings of about a dozen members with 50 to 200 shares. 


You will naturally desire to know what we have in the way 
of capital assets, and for this purpose we have had a valuation 


made of the property, and the following figures have been com- 


- 


you definite figures of capita] expenditure. 
clear, and the Ministry of Agriculture s 
upon us the necessity of providing more 


piled to give an approximate total to date:— fs 
House, Buildings, Land, Road, and Water - 
Supply eg Saree £8,020 0 0 
Electrical Power Piiant and Fittings ae 1,200 0 0 
Equipment of Egg Department and Offices, 4 
Fatting Plant and Rolling Stock ... 


911 09 


a 


Total .:; £10,131 Om 


Uncalled Capital ... £2,419 O88 


: 


The Chairman proceeded te say the aim has been to build Ur 
a trade for members by establishing a brand of eggs whiel 
shail be as welll known, and as reliabile as, say, the best brand 
of Danish or Dutch eggs. Members of tthe staff visited these 
countries to investigate marketing conditions, and the msi 
economic means of grading and candling. On their return ail 


egg department was adopted, and a candling plant set Up 


TORS 


Further, a trade-mark ‘‘Co-pep ’’ has been registered. 4 


The Society commenced trading in eggs nine months 
The total number of eggs sold during that period was 4,358,708 
and the total receipts for such eggs £34,000. Pirices paid & 
members who came in gn Ist October last were the averag) 
prices from October to July :—lst grade 2/14 per dozen, Qn 
1/11} per doz. a 

Figures show that members have weceived for their eggs th 
full: price, Jess onily 5.5 per cent. deduction for working expense 
and overhead charges. 9 


Comparison is made with charges made by the Laneas 
Egg Producers, the Framlingham Sgciety, and the Anglese 
Ege Collecting Depot. ¥ 

In the case of the first, the percentage of expenses of sale 
was 11.694; the Framingham 17.9d.; and the Anglesey Collec! 
ing Depot 21.0d. 


i 


* x 
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POULTRY DEPARTMENT. 


as 


< 


This department could not be started until the end of 
this year. Since that time some 26,000 birds have been 
with of all breeds, ages amd condition. Comment is made upe 
the fact that there has never been a station of this type @ 
magnitude in the cquntry before, and it was obvious a 8 
deal of experimental work had to be done, 
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Ii may be too early yet to say that the original idea of the 
taltion ‘becoming a centre for fattening Leghorn. cockerels iis a 
mistake? But the experience gained durng the past three 
months, of the type of bird tq be disposed of, and the age at 
which members wish to dispose of their young cockerels, leads us 
® think that the benefits. to be obtained are over-estimaited. 


The wide variation of type and quality of breeds has. added 
fo marketing difficulties, for the sales mamager has not been able 
0 sell ahead qwing to his not knowing the quantities of the 
lifferent grades to be disposed of. 

Perhaps the greatest difficulty (and it is one in which mem- 
ers themselves have taken the closest- interest) has been the 
question of payment for birds as sent to the station. 
| The question of erecting a plant for producing chicken essence, 
wtted chicken, etc., is one which requires capital, and at the 
noment we do not see our way to launch out. We are alive to 
he possibilities of the work in this direction, and certain 
mquiries have been made. For instance, we have ascertained 
hat those firms who are making chicken jelly confine their pur- 
hases almost entirely to fat old hens, and it might be well 
Worth putting up at least an experimental pliant to test the 
ossibility of disposing in this way of old thens. 


a 


AUCTION MART. 
| 


The Directors have made arrangements for a trial period 
f three months of an Auction Sale to be held weekly at Virginia 
Vater. ‘The {act that we have had individual buyers enquiring 
or produce has given us the hope that by getting these buyers’ 
geo to compete against each other in open auctiqn we shail 
alise better prices on behalf of members. 


| 


an feel satisfied that the prices’ they receive are competitive 
ices. We are thus taking the auction price as the basic figure 
‘ members’ supplies. 

\A development. of the auction will be the holding of stock 
ides from time to time, when pedigree stock can be offered 
id sold between members and the general poultry-keeper, with 
sulting benefits to members of cash payments and wider pub- 
ily for their goods. For such auctions a special sale catalogue 
‘Ould be compiled, and due advertisements made of the sales. 
‘be first auction was held, and members responded almost too 
agnificently, for gver 5,200 birds were entered for sale, and 
098 dozen eggs. 


After paying a tribute to the staff, the Chairman formally 
‘oved ‘the adoption of the report, which was seconded by Capt. 
Awrence, and carried unanimously. 


Tn answer to a question, it was stated that the prices obtained 
t eggs at the first auction were 1/9 to 2/- for first grade, 
d 1/6 to 1/9 per dozen for second grade eggs. 

‘Col. Rendel proposed, as a method of raising capital, that a 
Hdition of membership should depend upon the intending 
aber taking up capital in the proportion of £1 per hundred 
jad of stock birds. This was seconded by Major Ellison. 
Considerable discussion ensued, and Capt. Washington pro- 
‘sed a method of raising capital which is carried out in Aus- 
‘tia with success, by the Society making a levy of 4d. per 
gen eggs for the purpose of raising capital, This was 
ended by Major Ellison. 

Mrs. Mumford did not see why senders of eggs should be 
dalised while senders of birds should not. 


apt. Washington’s suggestion was then read out in the 
m of an amendment to the proposal of Col. Rendel, and in 
iting it to the meeting it was last. 


Che question of a member’s share capital being made on the 
per hundred head of stock basis was then returned to, and 

‘+ Rendel’s original resolution was put to the meeting, and 

\Tied almost unanimously. 

{ vote of thanks to the Chairman was moved by Col. Nugent, 
gaded by Major Ellison, and was carried unanimously. 


hs 
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Members who are sending in birds for the fattening station . 


Answers to Queries. 
Continued. 


A. C. L. (Teynham) is not a member of the 
5.P.B.A., so we regret we cannot reply to him by 
post, as it 1s against the rules of the Association. 
He requires a tormula for egg production. The 
following is the best for his purpose. In view of 
the fact that there will shortly be a shortage of 
green food alfalfa meal is included: 1 cwt. bran, 
1 alfalfa meal, 4 good middlings, 2 maize meal, 
and one meat and bone meal. 


R. P. (Suffolk) writes :—‘‘ I have a house con- 
tainmg 300 White Leghorn pullets which started 
to lay about three weeks ago, and the majority of 
them are not looking healthy. The pullets which 
started laying first are rather inclined to sit about 
looking very depressed ; their combs are not such 
a bright red as some of their more healthy sisters. 
They are fed on the following diet :—3 cwt. bran, 
4 middlings, 1 S.G.O., 1 maize germ meal, and 
0 stone of fish meal. Maize was stopped from the 
ration because of one or two cases ot prolapsus.”’ 
—So far in the letter there is not much to go 
upon, but a postscrypt is added :—‘‘ I might men- 
tron I have had several cases of Limberneck,’’ and 
here we have come to the situation, for Limber- 
neck is, as has been stated before in these columns, 
often due to ptomaine poisoning, and the general 
condition of my correspondent’s birds leads me to 
the conclusion that he as feeding contaminated 
food. I should advise him at once to give the 
whole flock a mild dose of Epsom salts, and replace 
the fish meal in the mash with another. sample, or 
a good sample of meat and bone meal, as this may 
be the cause, and if this is not so, it may be the 
maize germ meal. I do not think there is much 
doubt that the food is the cause of the trouble. 
When the cases of Limberneck appeared he would 
have been wise to have at once changed the fish 
meal, and omitted the maize germ, as these would 
be the two most likely sources of the trouble. 


‘‘ Temple’ (Bewdley) sends samples of bran at 
7s. od. and 8s. 6d. That at 7s. od. is not good 
enough for poultry feeding. That at 8s. 6d. is 
fair value for the money. I should like to see a 
better sample though. Sharps at os. 6d. are 
excellent value, and are more economical than 
those at 11s. 6d., which are almost equivalent to 
wheat meal. Sussex ground oats at 15s. 6d. and 
178.; neither are ‘‘ Sussex’’ ground. That at 17s. 
is dear ; at 15s. Od. is fair value for the money. 
Barley meal at 13s. 3d. is a better sample than 
that at 13s., and worth the extra money. Sharps 
at gs. are inferior ; little better than fine bran, 
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Coccidtosis. 


GEO. ATKINSON, M.R.C.¥.S. 


Continued from Page 140. 


As in the case of the poultry houses, it is neces- 
sary to destroy, before they sporulate, any oocysts 
that may be subsequently voided by apparently 
healthy birds. The problem of how to deal with 
the birds while the runs are being disinfected, and 
kept, disinfected, is a difficult one, and it must, I 
am afraid, be left to the ingenuity of the individual 
owner to devise ways and means to suit his par- 
ticular circumstances. The points to bear in mind 
in this connection are as follows :— 


(1) The birds must not be moved on to new 
ground because they will infect it. 

(2) Re-infection of diseased birds must be 
prevented, and therefore the run should be 
disinfected every four or five days. 

(3) Birds must have fresh air and exercise 
in order to keep them as fit as possible to 
resist the infection. 


If the ground is available, probably the best 
plan would be to have an alternative run. When 
the disinfection of the original run is commenced, 
turn the birds into the new run and let them use 
it for five days. Then turn them back into the 
old run which has ‘been disinfected and turned 
over, and let them use it for five days. Then 
return them to the new run, which has meanwhile 
been disinfected and the soil turned over, and 
leave them there for five days. The original run 
may now be covered with quick-lime, which should 
be allowed to slake thoroughly, and then be mixed 
with the soil. At the end of the second five days 
in the new run the birds may be ;seturned to. the 
old run and have a further five days there. This 
gives us a period of twenty days on disinfected 
ground, at the end of which the birds should be 
either dead or recovered, and, if the latter, may 
be turned on to new ground. Chicks, of course, 
will be easier to handle in this way than older 
birds. Should the alternative run be impracticable, 
it thay be possible to divide the existing run into 
two parts and use each part alternatively. If 
neither methods are practicable, the only alter- 
native is tu shut the birds up in the house until 
they have recovered. 


While this disinfection is being carried out the 
birds must be carefully observed, and any ailing 
bird should be promptly put with the isolated lot 
or destroyed and burned. 

The disease should be eradicated in about four- 
teen days if you are successful in vour efforts. 

_ Prevention.—In devising measures for prevent- 
ing the infection of fowls with Coccidiosis one must 
always bear in mind three facts, viz.:—- 


‘shell and so reduce the possibility of infection to 


(1) The excreta of infected birds is loaded 
with oocyst, and anything which can be sotled 
with excreta is capable of carrying infection. ~ 

(2) There is what we may call a period of 
incubation ; that is to say, a bird may eat im 
fected excreta, or food soiled with infected 
excreta, to-day and develop symptoms a week 
hence. 

(3) A bird which appears to be perfectly 
healthy may have the disease in a mild form, 
and be spreading infection wherever it goes. 

Bearing in mind these facts, the poultry farmer 
will be able to devise preventive measures to suit 
his own particular circumstances, but the following 
suggestions are put forward :—— ; 

Do not purchase fowls, chicks or eggs from any 
but the poultry farmer whose stock you know to 
be perfectly healthy. | 

Isolate all newly-purchased stock for at least 
a fortnight, even if they come from your best 
friend. 

Isolate birds returned from shows and markets, 
especially the latter. j 

Some recommend that all eggs purchased for 
hatching should be wiped with strong alcohol or 
methylated spirit. This will at least mechanically 
remove any dirt which may be adhering to the 


a minimum. 

See that the drinking water is beyond reproach; 
it should not come from ditches, open wells, or 
cisterns. 

Keep the poultry houses clean and dry, and see 
that no surface or other drainage flows through 
the runs. < 

If you are rich enough, wire the runs so that 
even the smallest bird cannot get to the fowls. 
This might at least be done for the chickens until 
they are two months old. : 


Those starting new poultry farms are advise 
to beware of ground which has been run over by 
pheasants or other game birds. Cs 

Never buy second-hand poultry plant or utensils, 
If you do, disinfect them by the methods already 
described. . 

Beware of the dealer or other stranger entering 
your poultry runs or handling your birds. Yot 
do not know where he has been during the las! 
few days. Ask him to disinfect his hands ant 
boots. - He will probably be mortally offended 
but that is better than having the disease amongs 
your birds. : 

If you go to advise your neighbour about a sic 
bird or birds, disinfect your hands and boots Ol 
returning. — . > 

When a few birds have fallen ill, or an odd chid 
or two die, it is only human nature to think, ‘‘ M 
birds, which are so beautifully kept, cannot pos 
sibly have any of these horrible diseases ; it. mus 
be just a cold or a little indigestion.”’ It ma 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 24 
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London Market Advice 
Table, 


By A. Y. CLARKSON. 


SEPTEMBER, 1925. 


The London Market still has little encouragement to offer to 
te producer with regard to chicken, owing to the fact that 
jrouse are so much in evidence in both supply and demand, and 
‘om the first of this month Partridges will commence to 
yrive, and, to make the tale a- little more mournful, rabbits 
“e also beginning to arrive; but the producer should have 
varkete1 the bulk of his surplus cockerels before this. 


Chicken scaling 3 lbs.. and over are the only ones that the 
jlyers want, and they are not prepared to pay even the poor 
tices existing unless the birds have beeh well fed. 


,. With regard to hens, the prospects are brighter, and from 
‘is month onwards there is a better demand, more particularly 
jatil the 19th of the month, which is a Jewish Festival. With 
gard to the marketing of hens (which should be sent alive), if 
jnders will carry out the following instructions the little extra 
bour entailed will be easily repaid :— 


Pack the light breeds separate from the heavy breeds. 

Do not send birds full of water or solidified eggs. These 
birds are invariably the heaviest in the flock, and realise 
very little, or are condemned as unsaleable. They are 
classified on the London Market as “ Water Bellies”? and 
“Stone Bellies.” 


If you have any Leghorns sealing 4 lbs., pack them 
separate from the average small Leghorn and notify the 
salesman in advance, because the light breed birds, being 
at a discount on all markets, are only sold at so much 
each, whereas these larger ones can be sold by the pound. 


DUCKLING.—There would appear to be a very large supply 
coloured or runner duckling in the country at the present 
me, but for some reason there is a yerr strong prejudice 
jaimst these classes of duckling on the London Market, and 
ley only realise a very low price, because the buyers are only 


‘king white duckling scaling 5 lbs. or over. when killed and 
ean plucked. 


| GOSLING.—There is a fair demand for a bird which has 
en either pen fed or coop fed, but the ordinary gosling which 
4s not been so treated neither looks nor sells anything like 
‘ well, and producers having goslinge should pen them for at 
ast a fortnight and fatten for market. 


/ EGGS.—The demand for eggs is slowly increasing, and the 
jalisation price slowly creeping up, as is usual at this time of 
le year. Senders should grade their eggs, and net send mixed 
ymsignments of hens’ and pullets’ eggs, nor should duck eggs 
* mixed with hen eggs. Another usual precaution is to ensure 
pur name and address being inside the lid of the box. Under 
») Consideration must preserved eggs be mixed with new laid 


‘gs, the sender should notify the salesman before sending 
“eserved eggs. 


RABBITS.—Trapping will commence from now onwards, but 
| course the high prices will not be realised until October. 
ose sending Wild Rabbits should be sure and use the proper 
den hanging crates as supplied by the salesman, because rabbits 
Ul get alive with maggots very quickly during warm or muggy 
zather if not properly packed. 
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COCCIDIOSIS—Continued. 


*, but, on the other hand, it may be the come 
ncement of an outbreak of Coccidiosis or other 
mtagious disease, and the man who starts control 
asures with the first few cases is the man who 
‘erts financial loss. Therefore it behoves us to 
‘ always on the alert for these diseases, from 
‘ich even the most sanitary and well-run poultry 
‘tMs are not immune. 


Some Fruit-Growing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. 
TREEARERIOERL SS). ARMED TENSE RT, 


AUTUMN NOTES (1).—We must all be very 
interested at this time of the year in studying 
cesults of our work in the orchards, or amongst 
our few fruit trees. It may be in noting the results 
of our winter pruning in relation to fruit bearing, 

it may be to see what variety of trees are au... 
best in our soil and situation, or what difference 
13 noticeable in the trees where poultry are 
cunning underneath as compared with those with- 
out birds to help in the manuring. Perhaps we 
can also determine the amount cof good notice- 
able from our spraying, and which chemicals have 
given the most satisfactory results. 

Commenting on these suggested observations I 
might make a few general remarks that may 
prove helpful, some referring to things I have 
observed trom recent experiments. turstly with 
regard to pruning. I had during the winter 
severely pruned some 15 or 16 year old Beauty of 
Bath apple trees to further open out the centres 
and crowded parts, and I have recently gathered 
a fine crop of well-coloured apples, and the greatly 
improved size of the fruit is very noticeable ; this 
latter I must partly attmbute to the poultry 
manure, for birds have now been running under 
these trees for five years. 

Beauty of Bath is a tine early dessert apple, 
and when you get both size and colour it sells 
well, especially if you are near a seaside or holiday 
resort. While speaking of this apple, I might 
also mention that I found when | came here a 
few trees in a very bad condition from canker, 
Instead of destroying | kept them for experiment- 
mg on, and to see if I could cure them. They 
have responded splendidly to the treatment I 
have. advised (in past notes in ‘‘Eggs”’’) for 
trees attacked with this trouble. Here, again, the 
fruit I have just picked was of first quality. 

Some other trees also, kept for noting effect of 
spraying against the scab trouble, are lhkewise 
improving, although they were in a bad condition 
when I took them in hand. 

Spraying is often advised both for the curing 
and the prevention of diseases on truit trees, but 
there is nothing convinces so much as having to 
fight a bad case to learn what can be achieved. 

{t is well to bear in mind that the poultry-keeper 
will chiefly have to fight against fungoid diseases 
rather than the insect pests, but with reasonable 
care and attention it should not give any anxiety. 
{ mention it in passing, because we often read in 
cur poultry journals of ‘certain routine work, and 
essential operations that are necessary to reach 
and maintain success with our birds, and we must 
surely be surprised if we think how often such 
advice has to be repeated. So, also, beginners 
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with fruit growing need continual reminders as to 
the care and treatment of their trees in order to 
produce the good article. 

To return again to pruning. One continually 
advises pruning trees severely in their early years. 
in order to obtain good sturdy leaders, or 
branches, even at the sacrifice of a little fruit 
blossom and fruit; and at this time of the year 
we can see the importance of it. For instance, 
just note the results of heavy crops on branches 
not sufficiently cut back to give firm branches, 
and we shall see them twisted out of shape and 
possibly broken off, and so lost for future crops. 

This last paragraph naturally leads up to a few 
remarks I want to add to-day re picking and 
storing of good crops, as it 1s always valuable to 
have a reserve of fruit to draw on when the autumn 
glut is over. Great care must be exercised in 
this work. The longer the fruit can safely be 
left on the trees the better, in order to get the 
full flavour, but here correct judgment as to time 
for gathering comes in, for there is always the 
danger of autumnal gales coming unexpectedly, 
and all our best fruit being blown down and badly 
damaged. A good guide as to the right moment 
to pick is to lift the fruit from its hanging position 
to an upright one, and if it comes away easily 
then start gathering. You will often find that 
two pickings will best meet the case. 


If you cut an apple and see the pips are starting 
to turn from a white to brown colour you have 
another test, and the changing colours of the 
different varieties of apples can soon be learnt by 
observation, and so we have a further guide. 
Fruit picked too early will not keep for storing, 
but shrivel badly, and I need hardly dwell on the 
importance of not bruising the fruits, particular 
care being taken with what is going to be kept. 

A warning must be given here as to the careless 
use of the ladder when gathering fruit, and also 
respecting the harm done to older trees by damag- 
ing the bark in climbing or by standing on 
branches with nailed boots, for the wounds thus 
thoughtlessly made are frequently the’ starting 
places of bad disease troubles. 

I must close to-day’s notes with a brief refer- 
ence to one new point respecting storage, for 
although it has been mentioned in other journals 
it is quite possible that my readers may not have 
read about it. Mr. P. M. Miller, a fruit grower 
of Harpford, Devon, carried out a very interesting 
experiment in October, 1924, with some Bramley’s 
Seedhngs. 

He tested three methods of storing fruit in three 
boxes, each containing 120 apples. In one they 
were all wrapped in an “‘ oiled wrap,”’ in another 
ordinary white tissue, and in the third they were 
left unwrapped. 

The result was most satisfactory with the oiled- 
wrapped ones, for as many as 114 remained per- 
fect. In the second case 86 out of the 120 were 
good, whereas with the unwrapped ones only 47 
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came through perfect, with 43 blemished and thi 
remaining 30 half rotten. ; 

The cost of the American oiled wrap (specialh 
prepared tissue paper) was about 2d. for th 
hundred and twenty apples, so that the expen 
ment is worthy of further investigation, or trial 
on a larger scale, because commercially it ma 
be a very valuable help to the fruit growers, ant 
the housewife will delight in being able to kee 
some apples for use in March and even later. 

Mr. Miller also reported that ‘‘ the treated 
stored apples did not merely keep—they improve) 
in storage,’’ and ‘‘ increased in value fifty pe 
cent.”’ 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Schoolbred, J. F., c/o 1820, Memorial Settlers’ Association, | 
Jardines Chambers, 7a, Castle St., Cape Town, Ma 
Thomas, Harry ,Park House, Somersham, ‘St. Ives, Hunts. 
Spink, Mrs. M., ‘‘ Wingfield Cottage,’’ Strawberry Lane, 
Wilmslow, Mancheste| 
Neill, R. G., Sedley Cottage, Aylesford, Kent. 
Hirst, Miss J. F., Clifford Moor, Boston Spa, Yorks. 
Fitton, Thomas, 67, Lorne St., Mossley, Manchester. 
Jackson, F., 54, White Lee Rd., Swinton, nr. Rotherham. 
Stuart, Capt. W. G., ‘‘ Floren Tor,’’ Boyton, nr. Launceston, 
Wales, H., Glenmay, Hurst Road, Horley. 
Wellby, Miss M. H., Norfolk Farm House, Pyrford, Surrey, 
Farmer, Miss K., Linden House, Loxwood, nr. Horsham,’ | 
Susse! 
Rogers, J. A., 8, The Polygon, Lower Broughton, Mancheste| 
Day, Harry, 6, Barnhurst Cottages, Tettenhall, Staffs. 
Sanders, J. W., The Grey Hause, Market Bosworth, Nuneéata| 
Booth, Miss C., Yore Croft, Ripon. 
Martin, Miss, ‘‘ Summerhaye,’’ Miuiliford-on-Sea, Hants. 
Sparks, H. D., Williton, Somerset. 
Lindley, T., Barwick Utility P.F., Barwick-in-Elmet, Leeds. 
Henderson, F., Oathill Farm, Radford, Enstone, Oxon. 
Breeden, W., 20, Hockstone Rd., Oatlands Mount, Harrogat 
Hillyers, Capt. F. W., Maplecombe, Farringdon, Hants. | 
Morris, Alfred, Woodbine P.F., Court Estate, Rushden, | 
Northant| 
Binns, Wm. Foster, 3, Cock Hill, Shelf, nr.. Halifax. 
Brown, A. B., Erringden Grange Farm, Hebden Bridge, York 
Scotclier, E. A., Sun Inn, Dunsfold, nr. Godalming. 
Ritchings, F. E., Carrant P.F., Aston-on-Carrant, Glos. 
Choak, Wm. E., Polgear, Four Lanes, Redruth, Cornwall. 
Strutt, E., 82, Wrightson Avenue, Warmsworth, Doncaster. 
Smith, H., Sunny Mount, Parchester Rd., Mapperilley, Not 
Blythe, Henry, ‘‘ Waratah,’? Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead 
Berl) 
Hudson, N. D., Willow Farm, Stoney Ridge, Cottingley, Binglk 
Daggett, Miss D., Whydown, Sediescombe, Sussex. 
Harrison, Mrs. E. M., The Country House, Little Clacton, Eisse 
Walmsley, W. M., Netherwood, Diumfries. 
Cameron, Douglas, Wood Poultry Harm, Fewcott, Ardley, Oxi, 
Gahan, Mirs. A. M., Ardgowan, Downpatrick, Co. Down. | 
White, Mrs. K. B., Railway House, Poyntzpass, Co. Armagh, 


POST-MORTEMS—Continued. 


G. T. The post-mortem examination of the R.1.. 
pullet showed that rupture of the uterus hiad occurre} 
and that this had been followed by peritonitis ail 
sepsis. It is, of course, not infectious, ailthoul 
several cases may occur in a flock should the unde 
lying conditions that cause it be the same. Peritoni3 
from infection from the uterus may arise: (1) fra 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Roup — Its Local and 
Internal Treatment. 


By C. E, HAWARD. 
GREMEEEISEREESII EE «EE 


The opinion has been expressed that members 
should give their experiences of dealing with roup, 
so, having just-been through the mill myself, I 
thought perhaps the following observations may be 
sf some interest, and 1 hope some use to other 
unfortunates. I think it will be best {first to 
classify the various ways in which I have found the 
virus attacks the bird and deal with each separately 
eer. :—— 

EYES.—(a) Thick cheesy scab covering nearly 
the whole of one or both sides of face. ((b) Mucous 
and cheesy matter under eyelids which adheres to 
the eye itself. (c) Watery discharge only. 

MOUTH AND THROAT.—(a) Commonly known 
as canker. Swelling and fungus in angle of mouth. 
(b) Fungus growths on and under tongue, roof of 
mouth, throat and larynx. 


HEAD.—Chicken pox scabs on comb, watties, 
and face. 


VENT.—Same sort of fungus as in mouth around 
vent. 

During the early’ stages of the outbreak, being 
quite ignorant of treatment, there seemed three 
courses open : (1) Seek advice from experts ; (2) 
try an advertised remedy ; (3) experiment. Not 
knowing where to start, the third seemed risky. 
No. 1 was first tried. Advice given was, put sul- 
phate of copper in drinking water, flowers of 
sulphur in mash, isolate birds affected, remove 
growths from mouth without causing bleeding, and 
paint with iodine. The sulphate of copper seemed 
to have no effect whatever. Cases cropped up just 
as fast, and there were very soon three houses 
full of patients. The scraping and painting were 
carried out, but to remove growths without causing 
bleeding in 99 per cent. of cases was found un- 
possible, and the iodine did not stop it, neither did 
it prevent the fungus forming again. 

It was then decided to resort to No. 2. 1 could 
find nobody who had tested any of them, so | 
decided on the one I thought sounded best, especi- 
ally as it was claimed that no individual treatment 
would be necessary. A supply was obtained, and 
instructions were faithfully carried out. I soon 
found that individual treatment was most necessary 
Or the poor sufferers would soon be adorned from 
bead to foot with scabs and fungus, and that with 
mouths full of cheesy matter and eyes completely 
stopped up it was quite impossible to get down 
‘their beautiful medicated water. The remedy was 
given a good trial, and, although at first with some 
of the sufferers there seemed to be some improve- 
Ment, cases were turning up in the flocks just as 
fast, and matters were getting decidedly out of 
hand. So this was dropped. 


| 
) 


During this period a certain amount of No. 3 
was going on, i.e., experiment on the growths. 
lodine was found to be of little use. 

I had not thought of trying it in the strength 
suggested by Mr. Wait. I tried a_ saturated 
solution of sulphate of copper, and found it a little 
better but not good enough. The thing I found 
did the trick, and I have found unfailing, is nitrate 
of silver. One dram of the crystals dissolved in a 
tablespoonful of rainwater or boiled tap-water kills 
everything when applied with a brush. Tap-water 
must be boiled, or it will precipitate the silver. 

I will now enumerate the treatment of the various 
affections mentioned at the beginning. The eyes 
of all parts affected are the most unsatisfactory 
and difficult to deal with. To treat (a) I found it 
best to soak the scab with glycerine, gently re- 
move it, and then plaster on sulphur ointment 
made of equal parts of flowers of sulphur and 
lard. Keep applying the ointment till the place is 
healed. (b) Usually destroys the sight, and if 
both eyes are affected the bird should be killed. 
I cannot claim to have found any satisfactory 
treatment for this, for what will kill the fungus 
will also kill the sight. (c) This is usually found 
to be accompanied with fungus in the cleft of 
the mouth, and when this is removed and painted 
with nitrate of silver, the discharge ceases. When 
not, accompanied with the growth, dipping the 
head in Izal solution usually stops. it. : 

Mouth and throat cases are fairly simple to treat, 


POST MORTEMS—Continued. 


actual rupture of the wails of the organ during the 
efforts at expulsion of oversize, rough shelled, or irre- 
gullar-shaped eggs, and this is most frequently seen in 
overly-fat birds; or (2) by perforation by ulceration 
from the decomposition of the contents of shell-less, 
thin-shellled, or collapsed egos im the uterus, so that 
although prevention in the @ase of (1) is a more diffi- 
cult matter, and often impossible, the danger signals 
of shelll-less and thin-shelled eggs male it possible to 
prevent peritonitis from this cause, by removing the 
dietétic conditions that produce them. Hyper 
activity of the ovary due to over-stimulation, and the 
lack of available lime salts, are apart from actual 
disease of the uterine gland themselves, the chief 
causes of thin-shelled amd shelll-less eggs. 


F. M. C. There were no signs of roup in the W. 
Leghorn hen, the white ** frills’’ being the normal 
fringe of papiillac in the woof of the mouth. She was, 
however, suffering from chronic peritonitis due to per- 
foration of the uterus from ulceration, the organ con- 
taining a large decomposed thin-shelled egg and a 
mass of egg material. As a preventive to roup periodic 
cleaning out and disinfection of the houses and equip- 
ment, and copper sulphate in the drinking water, is 
auite effective, provided that the disease is not intro- 
duced, and that any affected birds are kept strictly 
isolated. 
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although they take a good deal of time to do pro- 
perly. The most effective instrument I have found 
to remove these is a pair of tweezers. When using 
a blunt knife or a stick there is always the risk 
that the bird in giving a violent struggle, as they 
often do, may knock off the growth and swallow 
It. The tweezers hold it firm, and each place can 
be completely peeled. They are kound to bleed 
(a) the Canker ones, but the nitrate of silver stops 
it at once. With these cases there is one thing 
to watch. Sometimes the surface of the skin just 
inside the mouth is hardly broken and nothing can 
be removed. A swelling at the side of the face 
tells there is something wrong, and I have found 
that if these are lanced from the outside that a 
ball of matter, often as large as a good-sized pea, 
can be squeezed out. If nitrate of silver is dropped 
into the wound it will not fill with matter again, 
and no scar is left. These I have called (b) in 
mouth and throat cases, which are usually known 
as diphtheric growths, and are treated much in 
the same way as canker, but when they first form 
they are tough, and the mouth will be badly torn 
if roughly treated. I have found that if the first 
treatment is to paint them only with nitrate of 
silver and hold the mouth open till they turn grey, 
that next time the bird comes up for treatment they 
peel off quite easily. 

Now as to chicken pox scabs on the head. 
Were these the only ones to deal with, each bird 
would be cured in tw or three days. Each scab 
must be torn off and painted with silver nitrate, 
and in a day or so can be peeled off again, when 
it will be seen that a lot of yellow spikes come 
away withit. I prefer to remove these rather than 
to-let them fall off, for then you are sure of them 
being properly destroyed. ~ When “these places 
appear on the eyelids the same treatment is carried 


Out, except that the silver nitrate stick is used 
mstead of the liquid. 


Vent places are treated much in the same way 
as the mouth, except that as the skin here is Very 
tender and the bird often laying, it is best to soften 
the substance with glycerine before removing. 


There is one thing of importance which Is do 
hot remember seeing advised, and that is, before 
returning any bird to the flock it should be totally 
immersed in a fairly strong solution of Izal to kill 
any germs which may be about the ‘body. 


So much for external treatment. I should feel, 
however, that, useful as the foregone information 
may be, it would all be to no use if I were unable 
to tell some reliable remedy which will cleanse the 
birds internally through the organs, and, of most 
importance, the blood. I am not sure that many 
will be ready to accept it, especially pathologists, 
for it is by no means orthodox. Here it is, how- 
ever. I am a great believer in homoeopathy, so I 
discussed the matter with a homoeopathic 
specialist, in whom I have great faith, and he 
prescribed the following: Sulphur 3, for three 
days, putting 15 drops to the gallon of drinking 


water. Then a prolonged course of mercurius 
corrosives 6, again using 15 drops to the gallon, 
The sulphur prepares the way for the action of. the 
mercurius. hose who know anything of homoeo- 
pathy will know that thar way is slow but: sure, 
and that large doses are wasteful.- I can only say 
that from the time they received the remedies cases 
turned up less frequently and with less severity ; 
until now, after a six weeks’ course, no more are 
found. I shall continue it until my supply has run 
out, and then give it periodically as a preventive 
agent. That it has purified the blcod I feel farrly 
confident, because flocks have recently been amal- 
gamated to make room for the young pullets, and 
a good deal of fighting has been going on. Th 
spite of this, there has been no festering or chicken 
pox, while during the outbreak nearly every peck 
seemed to cause trouble. If wet mash is used ] 
should suggest mixing it with the medicated 
water, otherwise they would not get sufficient of 
the remedy in the drinking water only. 


The cheapest quotation J obtained for the 
remedies was from E. Gould and Sons, Ltd., 59, 
Moorgate Street, E.C., who supply them for 
veterinary use at 15s. a quart. It is very obvious 
that I have not written all this for the benefit of 
those who have already been through it, so those 
who fortune has favoured and have so far escaped 
do not put this and any other writings on the 
subject aside thinking your conditions are (00 
sanitary for it to visit you. That is where I went 
wrong. Gather all the information you can, for 
it may be coming your way now. 


OUR FRONT COVER. 


The White Leghorn hen which is depicted upon our. front 
cover is the property of Miss Malcolm and Mrs. Pember, of 
the Welllingham House Poultry Farm, Ringmer, Lewes 

Yt is hardly necessury for us to tell our members that, on this 
farm, experiments are being carried out:on behalf of tthe S.P.B.A. 
by these two ladies | 

This particular hen we hand‘ed very early in her pullet year, 
picking her out from a iarge flock, and remarking to Miss 
Malcolm that she was a bird of very ‘high quality. 

She was one of those birds which ‘‘ stand out,’’ and there was 
no mistaking her as a high producer. The trap-nest confirmed 
this opinion, 

One of the features of selective breeding at Wellingham has 
been the maintenance of size in the highly-fecund breeds. 

In the records given on the front cover it will be noticed 
that all the pullets weighed four pounds or over at the com- 
pletion of their year's laying. 

Selection on these lines has a great effect wpon the maia- 
tenance of vigour and size of egg. 

One notices all the points of a layer in No. 555. The bold 
eye, well-developed lobes, short beak, and goqd tight plumage. 

We have other lady breeders who are doing as Miss Maleolm 
and Mrs. Pember are doing, cleverly maintaining body size and 
vigour, while breeding for the-very highest production. 

The pen, details of which are given on the front cover, should) 
surelly appeall to many of our readers, and it is certainly a unique 
way of advertising stock, and one which buyers will appreeiate, 
in giving not only the record of eggs, but the size of the bird. 
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. Market Report. 
| 
| 


MINISPRY OF AGRICULTURE .RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
: FRIDAY, AUGUST 28th, 1925, 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—Owing to the wet weather 
ily relatively small quantities of new british corn have yet 
von marketed. New wheat is in siightly better supply at 
ondon, but is of rather poor quality, many samples being 
1ected by the damp weather, ana prices are Slightly easier av 
yout 12s. per cwt. Barley is sparingly ofiered, and at London 
akes from ils. 3d. to 18s. 9d. per cwt., while oats, which are 
ated to be in good condition at Hull, realise from 9s. 6d. to 
s. 4d. per cwt. 

Imported wheat is in fair demand, and Canadian is from 2d. 
» 4d. per cwt. dearer, but other descriptions record littie 
lange n value. Foreign feeding barley generally meets a slow 
vade and is cheaper at, Bristol and Hull. Oats also are in 
liet demand, and prices for most deseriptions are. slightly 
mer on the week. Maize is in limited supply, but with a dull 
‘ade quotations are lower at all markets, the average price tor 
rgentine being iis. 3d. per cwt. 

Milling offals mostly sell at recent values, but at Bristol 
jarse middlings have advanced 2s. 6d. per ton, while at 
iverpool bran is in fair demand and 5s. per ton dearer. Meals 
re in moderate request, maize products being dearer at Hull. 
otton-seed cake is in good demand at Bristol and London, and 
eee are firm, but linseed cake is in little request at late 
alues. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 17s; Hull, 
7 4s; Liverpool, £7 15s: London, £/ 7s. Broad Bran: sristol, 
9 4s; Hull, £8 128; London, £8 15s. Middlings—t'ine (imported): 
jondon, +9 14s; Coarse (British): Bristol, 49 12s; Hull, £9 5s; 
iyerpool, £8 15s; Loudon, £8 10s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, 
8; Hull, £7 1Us; Liverpool, £7 10s; Loncgn, £7 7s. Kice Bran: 
wistol, £/ 17s; Liverpool, £7 78; London, £7 7s. MEAI,.—Barley 
teal; Bristol, £12; Hull, £11 13s; London, £12 5s. Maize Meal: 
wistol, £12 1/s; Hull, £12 2s; Liverpool, £12 7s; London, £12 5s. 
laize Meal (S. African): Bristol, £11 7s; Hull, £10 5s; London, 
10 5s. Ma.ize Germ Meal: Hull, £11 10s; London, £10 10s. Maize 
iluten Feed: Bristol, £11 15s; London, £10. Locust Bean Meal: 
iristol, £10; Hull, £10; Liverpool, £9 10s; London, £9 17s. Bean 
feal: Bristol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 18s; London, £13. Fish Meal: 
sristol, £20 10s; Hull, £20 10s; Liverpool, £20; London, £20 10s. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


_ Jn the egg market conditions are practically the same as 
hose prevailing last week. Supplies are very light and prices 
Ontinue to adyance in consequence. 

Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 20s 0d, 17s 0d; Irish, 
8s $d, 16s 9d; Danish, 19s 6d, 18s 3d; Dutch, 20s 3d, 18s 9d; 
"trench, 19s 6d, 17s 9d; Beigian, 18s 0d, 17s 0d; Italian, 17s 6d, 
$s 6d; Lithuanian, 14s 6d, 13s 6d; Polish, 13s 0d, 12s 0d; Chinese, 
$s 6d, 12s 0d; Russian, 13s Od, 123 0d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, is 8d, 1s 4d; Irish, 
8 ld, is 0d; Others, 1g 6d, 1s id. ‘Ducks, 1s 4d, lid. Geese, 
s Od, 10d. 

EGGS, 


A Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 6d; Second, 2s 44d. Birmingham: 
‘irst, 1s 107d; Second, 1s 94d. Chelmsford: First, 2s 24d; Second, 
‘8 ljd. Colchester: First, 2s 42d; Second, 2s 0d. Doncaster: First, 
's 2d; Second, 2s 0d. Dorchester: First, 1s 11d; Second, is 10d. 
‘Exeter : First, 2s 0d. Hereford: First, 1s 9d. King’s Lynn: First, 
is 1id; Second, 1s 9d. Llandilo: First, 2s 0d. Mold: First, 2s 0d; 
second, 1s iid. Montgomery: First, is 94. Newport (Mon.): First, 
< Od; Second, 1s 10d. Norwich: First, 2s 0d. Oswestry: First, 
4s Od. Penzance: First, is 10d; Second, is 9d. Saffron Walden: 
First, 2s 43d; Second, 2s 13d. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 1s 11d; 
Second, 1s 10d. Salisbury: First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. Skipton: 
First, 1s 10d. Truro: First, 1s 10d; Second, 1s 9d. Welshpool: 
First, is iid; Second, is 8d. Carlisle: First, 2s 0d. *Derby: 
First, 2s Od. *Ipswich: First, 25 3d; Second, is 9d. *Lincoln: 
First, is 10d. *Shrewsbury: First, 2s 2d. Second, 2s 0d. *York: 
First, is 11d; Second, 1s 10d. 


FOWLS. 


Kr Per lb—Birmingham: First, is 3d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
ust, f5s 0d; Second, t4s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 4d. Hereford: 
‘First, Js 4d. Llandilo: First, is 9d; Second, 1s. 7d. Newport 
(Mon.): First, 1s 9d; Second, is 4d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. Welsh- 
fool: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *Derby: First, t5s 0d; Second, 
Me 0d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 8d; Second, 1s 6d. *Lincoln: First, 
| 9s 0d; Second, f3s 6d. York: First, ths 0d; Second, 4s 0d. 
DUOKS. 

_ Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, 1s 4d; Second, 1s 0d. Doncaster: 
First, 5s 6d; Second. t5s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 3d. Hereford: 
First, is 3d. Llandilo: First, 1s 9d; Second, 1s 7d. Welshpool: 
First, is 3d; Second, is 0d. *Derby: First, ths 0d; Second, t4s 0d. 
*Ipswich: First, 1s 5d. *York: First, t5s 6d; Second, t5s 3d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct. to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. + Per head. 
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Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs ’’ to the poultry-keeping friends. 


Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,’’ 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 


Subscription to 8.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Adyertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. 8. H. Burles, ‘‘Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, 8.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of 
‘‘ Eggs,’”’ it Is imperative that new advertisements 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST ON 
FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion In the 
following Wednesday’s issue. It is hardly neces- 
sary to add that the earlier in the week we recelve 
copy the better it Is for everyone concerned. 


‘PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THB 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 
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Classified Advertisements, | eae. PULLETS. 


(PREPAID RATES). 


Id. per word—minimum charge, 1«. 0d. Bold 
headlines inserted at an extra charge per 
insertion according to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra 9d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, 7 3) oe 


DAY-OLD CHICKS ,, ,, 1/6 


‘(Artillery Barracks). (Under P.C. Rules.) 
THURSDAY and FRIDAY. 


OCTOBER 1 & 2. 


(lo be opened by the Ex-Lord Mayor.) 

106 Classes for Poultry: Exhibition, 

Utility, Bantams, Ducks, ‘Table and 

Kegs. 

24 Cups, 25 Spoons, 9 Medials, 7 Cash 
and numerous Sundry Specials. 
Prizes: 20/-, 10/-, 5/- Entry, 3/:. 

Judges: Messrs. W. Powell-Owen, R. 

Stainthorp, G. W. Barker, F. Plummer, 

and Mrs. C. Colbeck 

ENTRIES CLOSE MONDAY, SEPT 14. 

Prize Money Guaranteed. Birds arriving 

overnight well cared for. Extra money 

in big Classes. 
Schedules, H. Howard, 16, Winchester 

Chambers, High Street, Hull. 


Warren Poultry Farm, 


MALYERN WELLS. 


ae 


WALTERS & CRANMER, F.A.I., 
will Sell by Auction on 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 
at 11 o’clock, 


by direction of the owner, who is retiring 
from poultry-keeping, 

4150 UTILITY WHITE LEGHORN, 
RHODE ISLAND & LIGHT SUSSEX 
POULTRY, 
with trapnested records, 

200 UTILITY 
KHAKI-CAMPBELL DUCKS. 
1800-Egg Candee Incubator 
and 
3000 Chicken Soole Hot-Water Brooder. 
Four 100-egg¢ Incubators, 11 Army Huts, 
6 large Laying Houses, several miles of 
new galvanised Poultry Netting, 108 


Hoppers, 120 Trap-nests, Poultry Houses, 
and Appliances. 


Catalogues from the Auctioneers, Bingley 
Hall, Birmingham, who will execute com- 
missions to purchase. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.I Reds, Kggs, Chicks, and Stock Birds. 
List free. Satisfaction insisted on. (See 
under Ducks and Drakes also). 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


Great Franshiam Poultry Farm, Dereham, 
Norfolk. First Cross Pulleta available; 
three months old, 5s. 6d.; four months old, 
7s. each; carriage paid; cash with order. 
eee gladly refunded if not amply satis- 


Pullets and Cockerels. Light Sussex, 
Rhode I. Reds: White Wyandottes, and 
Black Australorps, from 7s. 6d. each.—Mrs. 
Munday,-Mersham, Kent. 


100. Light Sussex, 50 White Leghorn 
Pullets, March- April, 1925, hatched, 9s. 6d., 
a ae each.—Chandler, Stonestile, Charing, 

ent. 


Genuine Breeding Stock, brothers to pen 
Rhode I. Reds Pullets leading Pauauahire 
Laying Test; £1 each. Sisters, 10s White 
Leghorns, 1924; pullet records over 200; 
sire’s dam 278; 6s. 1925 Pullets, 15s.; fit 
for laying tests. Cockerel, 10s. Full pedi- 
gree given. Approval. Carriage paid. — 
Lumb, Fairfield, Hebden Bridge. 


1925 PULLETS, ALL FROM 20z. EGGS. 
Utility White Leghorn Pullets, trap- 
nested stock; only 20z. eggs incubated; 
from 10s. 6d. each. Individually pedigreed 
from hens who laid over 200 20z. eggs in 
their pullet year; 35s—Champions P.F., 
Beaminster, Dorset. 


WHITE WYANDOTTES, 
1925 PEDIGREE PULLETS, 
Gunn-Wharton. (March, 112s.; April, 9s. 
ected paid. Cae — PESeE. — Capt. 

oberts, ayes ’ Poult 
Heath, Ringwood, Fantacs eee, 


Ful-O-Pep Laying Mash 
and 


Ful-O-Pep Growing Mash 


are renowned the world over 
for producing profitable poultry. 


FUL 


TRADE a Gp MARK 


PEP 


POULTRY MASHES 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


Write for the revised edition of the Ful-O- 
Pep Handy Monthly Guide—the most 
valuable book on Incubation, Rearing and 
Poultry Husbandry. This book has detailed 
suggestions for every month in the year. 
Also 12 monthly egg charts for you to record 
your eggs. Sent :ree and postage paid. 


Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made.and guaranteed by 
Quaker Oats Ltd., 11 Finsbury Square, E.C.2. 
Ce ce tm em SI cr a A A RY AAR 


Pullets, three to four months old, 6 
Ie, 6d., 88. 6d.; carriage paid.—Wood 


Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, Cheltaa 


Ten Leghorn-R.I.R. Pullets, March 
hatched, 5s. 6d. each, carriage 
Approval.—_Wm. Howard, Fransham, 
ham, Norfolk. 


1925 Light Sussex Pullets. 6s. 6d. 
72s. doz. Good class birds—Wood P¢ 
Farm, Blackboys, Sussex. 


OT 
1925 Crop of Pullets and Cockers 
Sale; all varieties; also imported . 
can Mammoth Bronze Turkeys, and 
Cockerels, Pullets, and few Adults im 
tically all breeds (including imp 
American Turkeys) for Sale—HEdwai 
Cass, Manager, Mill Poultry J 
Halesowen.—My Name is a guarante 
reliability of stock. 

WHITE LEGHORNS, AUSTRALIAN $1 

MISS CADELL, 

THE DEAN, LONGNIDDRY, SCOTL 
Offers Pullets, direct progeny of Aust 
Test Winmers. sired by Liggins’ Cock 
ported by Lord Dewar); £1 is. Also PB 
fron Lord Dewar’s Pedigree Utility § 
15s. each. Younger Birds at lower p 
Fine vigorous birds. Also 1924 Hens, ( 
Lord Dewar; splendid layers; 7s. 6d. ¢ 


WHITE LEGHORN PULLETS 
April hatched, bred from trap-neste 
blood-tested stock; 10s. 6d and 12% 
carriage paid. — Godsmark, Sellindge, 
ford, Kent. : 


MRS. ATHOL STUART, 
BOXMOOR, HERTS, 

has still a few pullets left in White 
horns and Rhode I. Reds (all Black 
horns sold), also a few March cock 
from 12s. 6d., all from blood-tested § 
Customer writes :—“ I just want to say 
pleased I am with the pullets, they 
such clean healthy birds.” All birds 
closely related to my successful Li 
Test entries. __ 


LIGHT SUSSEX PULLET} 

January, February and March hat 
from picked Franklynn strain hens, 0 
to cockerels from Fred Gardmer’s 1928 
land Test winmers; 10s. 6d. to 158.5 
riage paid on six — Spencer J 
M.S.P.B.A., Combe Poultry Farm, ! 
Waltham, Chelmsford. 


1925 PURE-BRED PULLE] 

ia ea te Six mouths old; 108} 
5 -, ani . eacn. 

RHODE ISLAND REDS, 

Mrs. A. J. Moore’s large egg strai) 

BUFF ROCKS. a 

Splendid layers of large eggs. | 

WHITE WYANDOTTES, 

Fall details bee. application, Carriag 

approval. 
R. 8. KEEP, 
EAST BUDLEIGH, 
DEYON. 


BLACK LEGHORNS. 
GOLD AND SILVER MEDAL WINN 
PULLETS FROM 8s 6d. — 
Well-grown birds; large egg stré 
ALLDAY and RAWSON, 

Poultry Dept., Fotheringhay Manor ¥) 
Peterborough. =F 


DERRINGSTONE 
RHODE ISLAND PULLE} 


We are now booking orders for! 
Autumn for. our early-hatched 
Wonderful ‘colour and excellent W 
layers. Quotations and particulars 
application.—Percival F. Gleed, Der 
stone Poultry Farm, Barham, near Ca} 
bury. “ee 


i 


Wednesday, September 9th, 1925, 


THE yas , 


= POULTRY. Barcus E Asse 


iwistered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper. 


7. XI. No. 11. Copyright. 


(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLPH MEECH). 


Edited by TOM NEWMAN. Pwelve Months Post Fred 12/8 
y Six Months 


Price TWOPENCE, Three Months 


‘Extensible 
Unit 
‘Buildings. 


cena Housine meat 
le r space and 
nine ventala- 
tion, with suitable hghting. 
Ali things being equable, te. 
sound stock and good feeding— 
judicious housing willl do more 
towards a high ege yield than 
any ‘other condition. This has 
been proved in Extensible Unit 
Bualidines 
The illustration shows a central 
working plant for 1,000 heac 
birds, in flocks of 250, each of 
which has 11 aeres divided into 
two runs. - Plant is suitable for 
combined brooding, rearing anid 
laying, on the All-Purpose lines 
advocated by Major Hayland 
Wilson. 
Taken from the aw om Capt. T. R. 
Cluttesbuck’s. Farm, Mieklefield Hall, 
Rickmansworth, by the Central Aero- 
photo Co.  Tihe dimensions of Central 
plant are 120ft, x D5ft., with central 
food and implement room, epproxi- 
mately 20ft. by 20ft. 


(Designs Registered), The All-Purpose Model LX _ type 
has been offered to the National 
Poultry Council for research work. 


ce W. H. COLT, L d. _ Extensible-- BETHERSDEN,. nr, ASHFORD, KENT; and 
t e9 Unit Buildings, BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C. 


3 S.P.B.A. ues 


September oth, 19258 


ETM 


The “Heydown’ 


Pre-eminent Strains | 
deserve praise and get it! fs : 


AT STAND $5, ALTRINCHAM SHOW. 


Sept. 23rd, exhibition of Utility Stock Cockerels and Pullets 
bred 


D. COODWIN PREECE, M.N.U.P.S., & P.C., 


ALBRIGHT HUSSEY PEDIGREE POULTRY FARM, 
Near SHREWSBURY. 
Pedigree Breeder of Utility White Wyandottes, White 
Leghorns, R.I.R.’s, and Light Sussex. 
Prominent positions in leading laying trials for over 13 years. 
Hatching, laving, and weight records kept. 


THIS WEEK’S TESTIMONIAL. 
17/8/25. 3 
“The 50 White Wyandotte pullets supplied through the ~ 
Ministry have arrived quite safely. Your birds need no ~ 
advertising; they advertise themselves, and I must thank 
you for the manner in which you have executed my 
order, and for the excellent stock you have supplied me ~ 


with, (Sgd.) R. W. M. (Atherstone). 


SPECIAL OFFER OF 
BLACK LEGHORN PULLETS, 
10/6 and 15/-. 
ALSO INDIVIDUALLY RECORDED 1924 HENS, 


AND INDIVIDUALLY PEDIGREED COCKERELS, — 
in our five varieties: 
W.L., B.L., W.W., R.LR:, LS. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON 
‘“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 
vnc 


WHITE LEGHORN 
No. 8 Record 283 2-0z. Eggs in 12 months; 460 in 2 years, 
Stock Cockerels pedigreed from individual hens a speciality. 
BREEDING: HENS with complete 12 months records, and 
1925 PULLETS for SALE at commercial prices. 
Designer and maker of the famous “ Albright” /Patent 
Foster Mothers, and Modern Houses and Appliances, which 
will also be shown on 


STAND 95 at ALTRINCHAM SHOW. 
SPECIAL LIST OF STOCK COCKERELS ON APPLICATION, 


= 


Poultry Houses. 
SE 


ALL OUR | 
CUSTOMERS _ 
ARE 
COMPLETELY | 
SATISFIED 
AND GLADLY 
PERMIT. | 
INSPECTION. — 


DESIGNED 
AND 
MANUFACTURED 
BY A 
PRACTICAL 
POULTRY 
FARMER. 


A No. 9 (40 ft. x 12 ft.). One of two supplied to Mr. T. F. Newman, Finstock, Kneckholt, Kent. 


_ Extract from Mr. Newman's jst letter:—‘* The pullets are doing remarkably well in your two lhouses, and I am quite 
satisfied with the houses in every way.” 


FOR CATALOGUE WRITE— 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm & Appliance Works, 


EAST HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. 


THEOFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 


Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th, 1925. 


Editorial. 


THE HARPER-ADAMS’ 


CONFERENCE. 


(Continued). 


POULTRY FARMING FOR WOMEN 
Miss Olive Rawson, whose paper was a very 
jeresting one, claimed for women that they were 
wre methodival than men, and gave more attention 
detail. Possibly this is true, and we feel most of 
|rreaders will be inclined to agree with Miss Rawson 
| this respect. 
Certainly women as rearers 
im with men, and we have head not a few welll- 
sown poultry-farmers declare, that where rearing is 
incerned, the woman is the best every time. 
Is not Miss Rawson generalising too much when 
8 Says that ““They were weak in the business side, 
d weak in book-keeping, costings, etc., and things 
high come under business headings’ =? 
ig own experience has been that they are remamrk- 
ly keen. Her assertion that they fail in bock- 
feping and costing would certainly apply to the 
waltry Farmer in general. 
While agreeing with Miss Rawson that carpentering 
a branch which should ibe studied, and a knowledge 
timber is essential, it should be recollected thiat the 
imk of the farm is already sufficiently arduous with- 
iG women themselves indulging im the construction 
‘houses, etc 


can faimly hold their 


POULTRY FARMING IN RELATION TO 
PRESENT-DAY AGRICULTURE. 

We had the good fortune in the Spring to spend a 
y or two with Mr. Harding, and we were confident 
jut his paper would be listened to with the oreatest 
erest, 

‘As a general farmer with 
bg on. the subject with pyhor te His own poultry 
te the best paying stock on his farm. THe finds he 
; buy food cheaper than he cam orow it. ‘There 
| 


600-aere farm, he can 


re advantages in labour. He would not keep one 
in less on the farm if he had no poultry. Freightage 
18 cheap, because it did not entail extra horses. He 
Tspent large sums in artificial manure, and now 
| Uses poultry manure, and this was a great economic 
fmg. The general farmer had no rent to pay for 

poultry; he had plenty of skim milk, which was 
i:heap form of food, and the waste products on the 


farm were valuablk be poultry. He had three or four 
hundred acres of stubble, and it did not cost a penny 
for keeping while the birds were on the gtubbles 
Straw and litter were cheap. Turning it into manure 
by the aid of poultry was better than doing it in 
the farmyard, because it was kept dry. 

He had 1,600 head of poultry, and his plant had 
only cost £250. 

He strongly advocated the education of farmers’ 
sons on the benefits to be derived from keeping poul- 
try on the farm. 

Mr. Harding remarked that poultry farming was the 
most scientific branch of agriculture. He praised the 
poultry papers, and said if farmers had such litera- 
ture the general farmer would do better. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to be able to 
record the increased imterest which is being taken in 
pouitry by the general fiarmer. His opportunities are 
great. He is in a far better position to compete with 
foreign imports than the commercial egg farmer, or 
the specialist breeder, because of necessity he is im a 
position to produce | eggs at a far less cost. 

We stated recent tly “that the majority of the eggs 
which we obtain from the Continent were produced at 
ia much llower cost, because they came. not from the 
specialist poultry- farmer, but the general dairy farms 
and smaill-holdings, where poultry were a secondary 
consideration. Labour costs, rent and establishment 
expenses are comparatively smaill items on the Con- 


tinent; with us they comsiderably enhance the cost of 
production. 
With all this evidenee before him, the general 


farmer still looks askance at poultry-keeping. A very 
large percentage of them mdicule it; think it beneath 
Meir regard, and only a fit occupation for women. 
While this point of view is maintained we cannot 
hope for more rapid’ progress. 

We wonder what they would think of Mr. Harding's 
assertion that “‘Farmers have not had the benefit 09f 
higher education, and have been driven into their 
slip-shod methods by lack of op portunity.’’ 

Mr. Tyzack asked Mr. Harding if he thought it was 
an economic proposition for the farmer to buy day- 
old chicks. The answer was in the negative. In fact 
we cannot see that any other reply was possible. Why 
should not the farmer breed his own stock? He cer- 
tainly coulld niot buy day-old chicks so cheaply as he 
eould hatch and rear them himself. 

We may say here that Mr. Harding’s plant is by 
no means an claborate one. It iis alll sufficient for his 
purpose, and there appears to us to be no good reason 
why the general farmer should mot take the fullest 
advantage of what buildings he has on the farm, amd 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 
RA Pe: EAS 


PROFESSOR THOMPSON’S PAPER. 


Professor Thompson’s valuable paper, read at 
the Harper-Adams’ Conference, and subsequently 
published in these columns, has been greatly 
appreciated by our readers. Many questions with 
reterence to it have been sent to me, which I 
think would have been better addressed to him 
personally, However, there are one or two matters 
on which I would like to comment, with a view 
of eliciting further information. Please note, this 
is comment, and not criticism :— 

‘“ Tf laying hens do not enter the winter season with an egg 
surplus of tiesh and fat, they cannot possibly stand up under 
a long, season of egg production.’ 

I have repeatedly drawn attention to this in 
these columns, mentioning that each year numerous 
complaints are received of pullets coming late into 
lay, laying intermittently, or ceasing to lay, 
because so many poultry-keepers fail to recognise 
that a hen must have fat in her body to lay. This 
is by the way, and is intended as a hint to those 
readers who, at this season of the year, usually 
underfeed their growing stock, and then express 
surprise that they do not come into production. 

We now come to that part of Professor 
Thompson’s paper, in which he deals with the 
question of the grain feed. I am afraid I do not 
attach the same relative importance to this as he 
does, and must confess some surprise at the sug- 
gestion, that the unskilled and inexperienced 
poultry feeder, will, perhaps, make his greatest 
errors in feeding in this direction. 

This has not been my experience. Of thousands 
of rations submitted to me during the past ten 
years, it may safely be said that im 95 per cent. 
of them it is the mash that is wrong. I have 
not time here to indicate why they go wrong, 
but will try and do so later. 

We start with the knowledge that if we feed 
any single grain, or combination of grains, the 
protein will be poor in quality, unbalanced in its 
composition, the mineral content low, and the 
calcium salts a negligable quantity, and the carbo- 
hydrates a pure starch. All these deficiencies we 
must supply in the mash, and that is why I can’t 
cuite see eye to eye with Professor Thompson in 
this matter, for we look to the grain to supply 
chiefly the carbohydrates and fats. The greater 
difficulty appears to me to lie with the mash. Let 
me digress a moment. In the first Wellingham 
experiments we succeeded in rearimg pullets in 
close confinement without any grain feed what- 
ever, they were exhibited at the Harper-Adams’ 
Conference that year, when five months old, and 
caused great sensation. They attained a great 


size, laid exceedingly well the following winter 
many eggs exceeding 3 ozs. in weight, and the 
average being well over two ounces. Not one 0} 
these pullets received a grain of corn until twe 
went broody in the following spring. This is % 
little beside the pomt, I only mention it to shoy 
the grain feed is not absolutely essential, that; 
hen can be kept in perfect health and productior 
on mash feed-alone, which would be impossibk 
with grain, whatever the combination may be, be 
cause of the deficiency mentioned above. Pro 
vided I was well satisfied as to the balance of m 
mash, I would feed kibbled grain as the sole gran 
to heavy layers the year through; but I wouk 
not feed it heavily to young growing stock fo 
reasons already given. My view is, that the gram 
ration should be adjusted to the actual conditio 
of the birds rather than in its relation to the mash 
{ perhaps misunderstand Professor Thompson, 1 
[ am wrong he will forgive me, but, as I read it 
he appears to desire to arrive at a nutritive ratioy 
of 1 to 4.5, or thereabouts, by balancing the gran 
ration with the mash. Possibly that is why h 
attaches so much importance to the grain ration 
but I do not see it in that light, only as a mean 
of supplying body fat, heat and energy. That1 
to say, I would be guided by the condition of th 
birds as to the quantity and kind of grain to feéd 

rather than work to an albuminoid ratio. 
Coming now to the method of feeding gran 
during the winter months, Professor Thompso 
recommends 12 lbs. to every 100 birds,~ rathe 
less than 2 ozs. per bird ; in the summer this 
reduced to to lbs. One quarter of this ratio 
(rough 4 an oz.) is fed at breakfast time, anothe 
quarter at mid-day, and the balance, rather les 
than an ounce, fed within the hour when the bard 
go to perch. In practice, in this country, we fin 
a heavy grain feed at night, more particularh 
when the birds are on the perch for so man 
hours during the four winter months, is more cor 
ducive to heavy egg production ; as a minimul 
amount, I would consider 2 ozs. per bird necessar 
to give the best results. Further, I cannot follo 
the reduction of the grain feed in the summe 
| 


EDITORIAL.—Continued. 


| 
his capital outlay should be a proportionately sma 
one. | 
One poimt in Mr. Hardine’s paper is of extrem 
interest. He had tried three breeds, and found thi 
the R.I. Red gave thim practically ten shillings p 
year per bird more than did the White Leghorn. ©, 
Professor Crowther expressed the opinion thiat 
General Farmer could produce eggs at hiaillf the cost | 
the Poultry Farmer We are niot quite sure that # 
difference im the cost of production would be quite | 
great as this, but should thalt be the case, then ¥ 
ean foresee the time when thle General Farmer | 
this country will go a long way towards keeping in & 
own land all those millions cf pounds which a! 
annnialliy spent ion the foreien egg. 
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sonths, éxcept to birds on range, as our experi- 


ace is that the greater the production the greater 
je consumption of food, and we have found that 
y increasing the grain ration at the end of May 
vat the laying season is prolonged, and the 
mndency to an early moult checked. After 
eavy laying during the flush season the tbody fat 
inclined to be exhausted, eggs become smaller 
nd fewer, and the advice I have so often given 
» feed maize fairly heavily at this time has main- 
umed size and prevented the rapid falling off in 
poduction, which is so often apparent at this 
me. The following is an extract from a letter 
eceived August 28th, which will illustrate my 
veaning :— 


“Tt might interest you to know that through 
your oft repeated advice in ‘Eggs,’ re feeding 
maize when eggs are noticed to be small, and 
reduced supplies at end of flush laying season, 
I have for the past three or four years found 
my birds keep in condition, and the 
autumn months most profitable from the egg- 
production point.”’ 

H. W. TUTTON, 


Swanwick. 


good 


In a flock of Rhode Island Reds in which I was 
sry much interested some three years ago, a 
nall grain feed was given at 7.30, wet mash 
»nsisting of biscuit meal, Sussex ground oats, and 
eat meal, and middlings at 10 a.m.; this was 23 
hen weighed dry per bird. Another .small 
sratch feed at 1 p.m., and 14 ozs. per head of 
qual parts maize about half an hour before the 
rds perched. They laid well on this, but did not 
ypear to be in good condition, and, in view of 
‘breeding of the birds, the production was 
urdly thought satisfactory ; so a readjustment of 
ye feeding was made. The mash was fed at 7.45, 
Scratch feed, one handful between every five 
rds at 11.30, and the grain feed increased to 
‘St over 2 ozs. given half an hour before perching. 
lis resulted in improved egg production, larger 
"gs, and improved condition. I should say that 
en the change was first made the pullets were 
Yen as much grain as they could pick up in 
teen minutes, and this was found to average 
St Over 2 ozs. per bird. The increased amount 
‘food fed could hardly have amounted to another 
yarter of an ounce per head, but they went to 
Ost with their crops packed, and were well fed 
/@ much earlier hour in’ the morning. J am cer- 
inly of opinion that a heavy feed of grain during 
= winter months, as the last feed is conducive 
greater egg production, more so than if the 
ain ration was distributed over the day, amd a 
ey small quantity given as the last feed 
| Oz. ). 


| (To be Continued.) 


Answers to Queries. 
By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 
Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 


urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 
“ BODIES ” 


L _for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST, 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the §.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the §.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 


by the Editor by virtue of thei i 
Mteregenndeay heir membership (NOT from 


Sey questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
oe not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


A. 8. B. (Gowanbank) has 40 White Wyandotte 
pullets, hatched 2nd March, which began to lay on 
August 2nd. Over a dozen are laying now, and they 
have laid over 20 eggs each. This last week he has 
found five or six eves without a ghelll on the dropping- 
board in the morning. They are being fed equal pairts 
wheat, oats and kibbled maize, morning and evening, 
one good handful between two birds. In addition they 
have dry mash before them ad lib., the mash being that 
published in “‘ Egos” for pulllets up to five months 
old. Is this feeding all right? Leghorn pullets hatched 
28th March are not laying yet, but look like beginning 
soon. Should he put the pullets on to the lavine 
mash ? He has lost about five Leghorn pulllets, hatched 
March, 1924, and all from the same cause. as 
as he can tell. They tum yellow im the face and 
comb and wattles; go off their food, and gradually 
get worse, in spite of repeated doses of Epsom salts. 
They are fed one handful of wheat, maize and cats, 
lgozs. of laying mash, weighed dry, given wet, and 
dry mash ad lib. The flock ias ia whole seem healthy 


far 


enough, and have laid well since February. U p to 
now they average 112 eges eaich for six months. ‘‘Ain 


I right in thinking that the deaths were caused by 
liver trouble, and the feeding was the cause of thiis.’’—_ 
My correspondent appears to have ia very hichly fecund 
strain of Wyandottes. The soft-shellled egos are prob - 
ably from one or two ofthe three pullets which have 
laid over 20 eggs each in 25 days, and I should be 
inclined to remove these from the flock, amd feed them 
rather sparingly for a few days. When a very prolific 
pullet comes into lay she will often put up a long 
sequence like this, and the result is often shell-less 
eges. Gradually she will slow down and right herself, 
but such birds must not be stimulated. Unfortunately 
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we cannot treat the flock for the individual. It would 
not be advisable to put such birds on a layers’ mask 
yet; wait another month. With regard to the others, 
these appear to be suffering from jaundice, due to 
over-feeding, the l}ozs. of wet mash, im conjunction 
with dry mash ad lib., and the graim feed has been 
toc much for them. Had they not laid heavily it is prob- 
able the losses would have been serious. Hailf-an- 
ounce of wet mash, in addition to the dry, should be 
sufficient, and he must be careful now the birds are 


eoing out of production. 

T. B. (N. Wales) expects to start farming on his 
own wecount next seagon, his object being to have 400 
pullets by September Ist, and he asks what number 
of eoos it would be advisable for him to order to get thig 
munber.—As I gather from his letter that he has had 
comparatively little experience, I think he would be 


wise to count 44 eggs for every pullet he wishes to rear 
to healthy maturity. That would suffice in a normal 
season. I can see no meason why the Rhode Island 
Red should not be a profitable fowl for his purpose, 
as he wishes to supply fhe commercial egg and a table 
fowl ag well. The hot-water incubator he mentions 
would not vive him better results thiam a good hot-air 
machine, and the additional expense as not warranted. 
If 1 were running Rhode Island Reds, it would be in 
units of 100, and I would not exceed that number 
under any circumstances. 


A. M. B. (Denholme) sends a very good sample 
of middlings, and something very inferior, des- 
cribed as Sussex ground oats, which is ridiculously 
dear at 17s. per cwt. You have only to examine 
the fibre in this, ‘‘ A. M. B.,’’ to be sure it 1s not 
S.G.O.; it is a sample of ordinary ground cats, 
worth about 13s. per cwt. [ am sorry not to be 
in a position to recommend him to a dealer in 
his neighbourhood. The combination should be 
wheat bran, etc., not wheat, bran. 


S. E. R. (Burnley) asks for a very candid 
opinion on his proposed methods of mating for 
next season. The trouble in this work, my friend, 
is to refrain from giving a candid opinion, not 
in giving it. 1 wonder your commonsense has 
not helped you in this matter, especially as you 
tell me you are not actually a novice. You bred 
last year some pullets from selected hens mated to 
a male from a 282 egg hen, these pullets have 
proved disappointing, their eggs are small, and 
you think they lack vigour, and yet you want a 
candid opinion on your idea of mating them back 
to their sire. Well then, you could not do any- 
thing more foolish, and you will be very unwise 
if you breed from them at all. From what you 
tell me I don’t think your stock is at all good, 
and, in such an exposed situation, you would do 
better with the Buff Rock and Blaick Leghorn than 
with the White and W. Wyandotte. Your feeding 
is correct, except that you are using too much fish 
meal, and might well reduce it by 5 per cent. No, 


{ don’t think dry mash would give you bette 
results. o 

J. D. (Treberth) finds when cleaning the drop 
ping board matter resembling raw meat, and asks 
if it is a disease. (2) One of his Rhode Islame 
Red pullets is about six months old, and up t 
last week appeared a very healthy bird, but um 
fortunately something has gone wrong with i 
back part; when walking her abdomen drops, 
(3) One of his cocks has been fighting, and camé 
off second best, now he is quite giddy when the 
least excited, and turns and twists his head um 
naturally. Would I advise his use as a fbreeder?= 
The first trouble is caused as a rule by the exces: 
of fibrous matter in the food, and it will generally 
right itself if this is reduced, but often only one 
individual is affected, and to treat the flock fo 
this would be a mistake. (2) This may be a Cast 
of egg binding, although this is rare with a young 
pullet with her first egg, or it may be a broker 
down abdomen, again rare with a pullet, and sh 
would exhibit symptoms which my corresponden 
could hardly mistake ; in the latter case no treat 
ment would be effective. He should try steaming 
the vent if he suspects egg binding and genth 
oiling the part. (3) The bird may recover if kep 
perfectly quiet, in that event he could be used @ 
a breeder. My correspondent must exercise hi 
own judgment in this matter. — 


F. M. C. (Hindon) lost a hen, which the repor 
from post-mortem examination stated to be du 
to chronic peritonitis, set up by the perforatio; 
of the uterus from ulceration. He has previousl 
lost ten, which he says showed the peritonit 
symptoms, and now I am asked to tell him fey 
to deal with ‘‘ this peritonitis question.”’ I at 
not inclined to believe that these birds died frot 
the same cause in spite of my correspondent 
assertion that the symptoms were the same 
neither do I know what caused the ulceratio 
which set up peritonitis, so 1 am quite unable t 
help him. * 


J. T. B. (Boothstown) wants what I consider th 
best mash, he does not say whether wet or dr 
but the following I consider the best :—Alfalf 
meal and bran 1 lb. ‘each, middlings 4, maiz 
meal and Sussex ground oats one each, meat an 
bone meal or fish meal.1 Ib. This can be use 
wet or dry ; if a change is desired biscuit meal €a 
replace the ground oats in the wet mash, ¢ 
cooked potatoes could be used instead of eithe 
The best grain to feed would be : Wheat one par 
kibbled maize 3 parts. Approximately 2} ozs. ¢ 
mash should be given when weighed dry, and n¢ 
less than 2 ozs. of grain as the last feed. © 


x 


| 
Tyro (Quarmby) has been very successful™] 
rearing Anconas on a mash which I gave in thes 


x 
be 
a 
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dlumns a little while back, now he wants a laying 
ash for what are practically intensive conditions. 
‘he following will be the best :—Alfalfa meal, 
ran, meat and bone meal, Sussex ground oats, 
aaize meal, one pound each, muddlings 4 lbs. 
“his can be used as a wet or dry mash; if the 
utter. it should be always before the birds. Grain 
sed, 3 parts kibbled maize and one wheat. In 
mswer to his further question, the pullets should 
“é put on this mash att once. 

| ee 
-G. R. W. (Stoke Flemming) has Australorps on 
ree range ; dry mash hoppers open all day, grain 
yorning and evening. The birds have developed 
What looks like a skin disease, all round the vent 
‘nd up to the roots of the tail the skin becomes 
might red. The application of diluted iodine and 
‘arbolated vaseline has had no permanent effect. 
‘do not think there is anything the matter with 
he birds, which have probably lost their feathers 
sormally, and the redness of the skin is due to 
“xposure. It may possibly be the depluming 
icabies, in that case the skin should be thoroughly 
joaked with a 2 per cent. solution of Izal, but I 
txpect my correspondent will find that when the 
yrds have moulted they will be quite normal again. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


"A. E. T. The post-mortem findings in the two 
W.R. ducks were those consistent with the con- 
agious septicaemia of aquatic fowl. The mor- 
fality of this disease is mgnh, and treatment of 
very little service; it might, however, be worth 
ying the effect of mixing sodium hypo-sulphite 
n the mash twice daily, as this has heen so well 
‘eported upon as a preventive of another septic- 
yemic trouble in water fowl—viz., cerebro-spinal 
meningitis. The dose would be 15 grains per bird 
qight and morning, dissolved in the water that 
‘8 used to make the mash with. | should be 
Ybligéd if you would let me know the effect of 
this, as it is only by such reports of actual field 
experiences that a real estimate of the value of 
‘emedial measures can be olgtamed. Disinfection 
of the premises and disposal of the litter and 
droppings by fire are of great importance in the 
fontrol of any infectious or contagious disease. 


/H. 1. S. The post-mortem examination of the 
two W. Leghorns showed that they were perfectly 
gealthy and in good condition, and that is no 
Pathological reason why similar cases should not 
be bred from. Dissection of the feet showed that 
the trouble in the feet was confined to the fatty- 
fibre tissue immediately beneath the skin, and 
due, I should say, either to bruising or to pricks 
With thorns or splinters. There was nothing to 
Suggest tuberculosis, and such cases should yield 
© removal of the scab, opening up the swellings, 
and dressing with tincture of iodine. These 
would com@ under the head of ‘‘ bumble foot,” 


—N 


although the term in reality is only a popular one 
appliéd to foot abscesses generally. Apart from 
tubercular and gouty “‘ bumble foot,’’ the ser1ous- 
ness of the condition depends entirely upon the 
extent of the injury and the structures involved, 
and the degree of infection that occurs. In cases 
similar to these, where the injury has been slight 
and only the superficial tissues involved, little or 
no swelling or lameness is noticed, ‘but where the 
puncture Or abscess involves. the tendon sheaths, 
tendons or the joints, great swelling and tender- 
ness occur, and conditions dangerous to life from 
necrosis of the parts and consequent sepsis be 
produced. The treatment is the same in principle 
in cases of all degrees of intensity, viz., free 
lancing, with due regard to injury to the under- 
lying joints and tendons, the evacuation of the 
semi-solid pus, characteristic of birds, and the 
application of antiseptic dressings. 


M. S. The post-mortem examination of the 
cock showed that he was affected with vent gleet, 
which is a contagious~ disease, and cannot be 
attributed to any other causes, such as spoiled 
or inferior food, etc.. Vent gleet is a most obstt- 
nate disease to treat, and, if attempted, affected 
birds should be isolated and the sexes separated. 
It is, indeed, doubtful if it is curable in the male, 
and, in ‘my opinion, destruction is the better policy. 
In the female the chances of recovery are better, 
but they should be kept for egg production only 
and not bred from, owing to the danger to the 
male bird should the cure be not complete. The 
treatment consists m cleaning up the soiled ex- 
terior with warm water and soap, and anointing 
with a 2 per cent. carbolic acid ointment, and the 
inspection of the cloaca, at least once daily, of anti- 
septic lotions. A useful injection for this purpose 
is chinosol 15 grains, glycerine 2 ozs., boiled water 
18 ozs.,- half an ounce of which may be used for 
each injection. ‘ 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A. 
This idea is quite incorrect: The S.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist 
with his dozen or’so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
with it many advantages, namely : Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many other 
advantages too numerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Iforsham, Sussex. The financial year begins on 


1st September. 
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Angora Rabbit Wool 
Farming— VIII. 


By the LADY RACHEL BYNG, 


HARVESTING THE WOOL. 


One oi the most interesting teatures of Angora 
Rabbit farming is the haryesting of the beautitul 
silky wool. 


inis can be done in various ways. Some 
farmers glean the wool by continually combing tne 
Angora’s coat with a small metal comb. this 


plan could not be adopted one would imagine with 
any great number of animals. Ihe most popular 
method adopted by English tarmers is ‘* clipping. ’ 
Clipping is achieved by the aid of sharp round- 
pointed surgical scissors. the wool is clipped 
close to the animal’s skin. 1, personally, always 
leave about a quarter of an inch of wool for two 
reasons :— 
(1) To ensure the animal does not catch cold, 
especially in winter-time. 
(2) lo minimise tne danger of snipping. the 
newly-growing undercoat. 


Ihe third method is the one adopted by French 
farmers—" plucking.’’ This method has one dis- 
advantage. It cannot be done at any time, but 
can be adopted only when the wool is ripe. 

As this is seldom the case all over the body at 
the same time, it may necessitate two, or even 
three, attempts before the Angora’s wool is wholly 
harvested. But plucking has several advantages 
over the clipping process. Firstly, there is no 
danger of interfering with the newly-growing 
undercoat. This undercoat is firm, and does not 
come out when the ripe wool is pulled. Very 
often after a rabbit, adult or youngster, has been 
plucked it will be covered completely with a de- 
liciously soft downy coat of one quarter to half 
an inch in length. 

[his coat would have been seriously hampered 
an its growth if clipping had been adopted. 

Thirdly, more wool is harvested by plucking, as 
it comes away in its full length. Fourthly, as in 
the case with Shetland Sheep, so with Angora 
Rabbits, the plucking process ensures the finest 
wool. Clipping is said to coarsen the next crop. 

The question is often asked, ‘‘ What parts of a 
rabbit should be plucked? ’’ 

The only parts that should never be plucked are 
the feet, and legs up to the joints, corresponding 
to human elbows and knees, the head, face, and 
ears. 

When plucking a doe before mating, do not pluck 
beneath the body or below her chin. ‘The wool on 


these parts should be left for her to pluck ‘when 
nest-making. 


When possible it as better to pluck or clip q 
Brood Doe a month before you intend mating her| 
This gives time for the wool to make a good star{ 
before the doe has to devote part, if not most, of 
her strength to the making of her coming Iter, 
and the provision of milk. | 

Farmers must realise that a nursing doe cannot 
possibly grow a good coat and _ nourish hey} 
babies. I have one or two brood does who nourish 
two or even three babies and grow a wonderful! 
coat at the same time, but this means they have 
been able to have unlimited milk and green food, 
The babies weigh above the average, and the doe 
yields 24 ozs. of wool to 3 ozs. when the babies! 
are eight weeks old. If more than three babies 
are left with the doe, the wool yield invariably 
suffers. | 


A stud buck that is being used often also cannot 
be expected to yield wool up to his usual standard] 


By kind permission of ‘‘ Newcastle Chronicle.”| 


“ ORION ’—Lady Rachel Byng’s big buck, weighing 9 Ib. 8 oz, 
and giving 1 1b. of wool annually. 


of weight. He will need plenty of green food, 
corn and milk. : 


The first plucking takes place at six weeks of 
age. This wool can be mixed with the other, but 
the harvest does not amount to any great weight,| 
from 6 to 8 drams. The second plucking is at| 
three months. Sometimes the six weeks plucking 
is missed, and the baby’s coat does not mat. It 
grows its three months’ coat beneath the other, 
and when plucked at nine weeks or so there is 4) 
delicious undergrowth of softest silky wool, cover- 
ing the rabbit’s body. When this is the case it 1s 
a sign of a strong and healthy constitution, but) 
if the babies of a large litter are left together til 
seven or eight weeks of age the wool is rairely left’ 
unmatted, as they have an annoying ,tendency te 
eat their food over each others necks and backs. 
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| By E. W. D. MADOC, 
EE SER Re 


'-AUTUMN MANAGEMENT.—In most districts 
xe honey flow is over, the supers of honey have 
een removed, and in a great many cases the bees 
're left to see after themselves ior a bit. Next 
‘ear’s honey flow seems such a long way off, and 
aterest begins to slacken. This is all wrong, 
‘owever, as the early autumn months are the 
sally important ones in preparing for the honey 
top to be gathered during next June and July, 
nd a stock put into the right condition now 1s 
1¢ one that is going to yield a paying crop of 
oney next year; no amount of coddling and 
zeding of weak stocks next spring will give the 
ame results. The main essentials are plenty of 
bod, and a good young queen of the right strain. 
ifty pounds of honey are necessary for the re- 
uirements of a first-class stock, and this amount 
f honey should be left on when removing surplus, 
lr any deficiency may be made up by feeding 
ugar syrup, but do not put off this feeding until 
ne spring. The sooner it is done the better, so 
aat the bees may have a chance to ripen and 
eal the syrup before the arrival of cold weather. 
White granulated sugar, mixed witht hot water 
a the proportion of two parts of sugar to one 
f water, makes the best syrup for autumn feed- 
yg, and may be fed in any of the feeders on the 
arket, or in a lever lid tin with small holes 
peched in the lid, or in a jam jar with two thick- 


‘esses of muslin tied over the mouth and inverted 


‘ver the frames. 


| Any stocks with queens over two years old, or 
mth inferior queens of any age, ‘should be re- 
ueened at once, if this has not already been done. 
Jor successful wintering the majority of the bees 
hould be young, capable of living through the 
“inter and well on into the spring until brood 
earing is in full swing, and there are plenty of 
oung bees emerging to replace them. Many 
eople advocate slow stimulative feeding through 
August and part of September to encourage the 
jueen to lay, to produce plenty of young bees. 
this may be necessary where old or otherwise 
aferior queens are present, but a ‘good young 
ueen of the current season’s rearing is quite 
apable of producing plenty ef young bees with- 
wut the undesirable disturbance caused by slow 
eeding. 


_ There is not room, of course, in the usual ten- 
rame British Standard hive for fifty pounds of 
tores and the bees and brood, so that a crate of 
hallow frames or, preferably, another set of ten 
i the deep frames should always be left on. 


| 


When finally packing away for winter, put on 
plenty of covering material in the form of old 
sacks or anything convenient of a similar nature, 
and make sure that the roofs are really water- 
tight, as damp is far more harmful to bees than 
cold. A sheet of zinc or galvanised iron is the 
best cure for a leaky roof. 


~_— 


NORTHERN UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY’S LAYING 
COMPETITION, 1924-25, 


Tenth Report—Juiy th to August 7th, 1925. 


This term opened with a cortinuance of the hot summer 
weather until 2th July, when we had some heavy rain, the 
remainder of the days being tmsettled, with slight rain and bright 
intervals. The pens have taken on again, the green of spriag- 
time having fully recovered from the two months of sun. 


The health of the Hock thas been good. The yield of eggs 
has been maintained at about the rate of last month, and now 
that cooler conditions prevail, I am hopeful for a continuance 
of steady production Most of the leading pens are in full lay, 
so that if this is kept up some positions appear fairly secure; 
118 have passed through the broody coops, while 18 fresh cases 
of moulting are moted. White Leghorn No. 141 added 26 eggs to 
her sequence, making im all 162 on successive days. 


DUCK SECTION. 


All competitors are in good health, but, with few exceptions 
all have, or are, moulting. On the last day of the period only 
one egg came to hand. Some of the earlier moulters are coming 
into profit again, and there are hopes of better returns for the 
1ith month, and for a Duck Test it appears that mine months 
are quite long enough. 


EGG PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. 


ligures are Eggs for Tenth Month and Total Points to date 
respectively. 


Section No. 1. Championship (Ten birds).—Messrs. Longworth 
Bros. (W.J..), 138, 1523: Mrs. Grookes (W.W.), 146. 1518; G. B. Met- 
calfe (B.L.), 151. 1510; Mrs. Camning Roberts (W.L.), 156, 1504; J 
Thompson (W.L.), 162, 1268. 


Section No .2. White Leghorns._-Wm. McMahon, 79, 800; Nor- 
man F. BE. Kimberley. 87, 788: Richard Beesley, 111, 720; James A 
Rigby, 68, 720; EH. J. Stone, 63, 654; Norval Swarbrick, 86, 651; G. 
H. Rayner, 50, 619 


Section No. 3. White Wyandottes.—Robert P. Virtue, 107. 834; 
Mrs. Alec Wilson, 67, 694: J. EB. Helm, 73, 680; Thomas Pimder, 
66, 6570; Moorhouse Beaumont, 67, 664; D. W Gunston, 73, 658. 


Section No. 4. Any Other Variety (Non-Sitting)—Mrs. J. H. 
Hill (B.L.), 95, 718; Philip K. Berry (B.L.), 46, 586; Ernest Jackson 
(B.L.), 73, 555; M Wlaherty (A.), 71, 526. 


Section No. 5. Any Other Variety (Sitting)—Tom Gardner 
(R.I.R.), 68. $12; J. M. Thomas (R.I.R.). 67, 733; J. B V. and Ww. 
Cummings (R.1.R.), 94, 685: R. Duckworth (RI.R.), 57, 676; J. 
Ashworth (R.I.-R), 69, 663. 


Section No. 6. Two Birds.—Bolton and Gardner (W.W.), 37, 338; 
Henry Purves (W.L.), 47, 331; Mrs A. Stow (W.L.), 40, 328; E. J. 
Stone (W.W.), 20, 280; T. H. Barker amd Son (B.R.), 23, 280; Lill 
and Clarke (W.1..), 42, .259. 


Section No. 7. Single Bird.—E. J Stone (W.L.), 22. 190; Rots 
Tallis (W.W.), 18, 190: Frank Heyworth (W.W.), 13, 186; E. M. 
Saul (W.L.), 26, 178; Wm. Edmondson (R.I.R), 13, 165; H. Dunn 
(W.W.), 21, 152. 


Section No. 8. Small Breeders—Wm. Machin (W.L.), 93, 761; 
E. M Saul (W.L.), 61, 680; S. Lindley (W,L.), 92, 657; Eric Bernard 
Tingle (R.LR.), 73, 560; Robert Ingham (W.L.), 71. 530. 


Section No. 9. Cross Breeds.—Mrs. Clara Kgar (B.M. x W.W.), 
63. 743 


Section No. 10. Ducks.—Wilson Beattie (K.-C.), 54, 779;. Maun- 
der and Colson :i<.-C.), 37, 693: Oscar C. Brown (K.-C.), 38, 649; 
Ghivers and Sons (K.-C.), 18, 562. 


Section No. ll. Single Duck.—Arthur C. Marston (K.-C.), 18, 147; 
Oscar GC. Brown (K.-C.), —, 147; Mrs. E. M. Kirkley (W.R.), — 103: 
Capt. P. C. Thompson (K -C.), —, 93. 


—— 


EGGS. 


Correspondence. 


“RE. TR 
SEX-LINKAGE. 


To the Editor of 


Dear Sir,—In the Editorial of the current number 
of ‘“Eggs’’ you invite arguments in tavour of 
sex-linkage. as, trom the point of view ot the 
general farmer, I have but uttle to say in tavour 
of sex-linkage, perhaps you will allow me space to 
elaborate my arguments against it. When I 
asked, at the Harper-Adams’ Conference, the 
question you mention in your comments, I did so 
with the hope of drawing out the supporters of 
cross-bred stock. Unfortunately, this failed at 
the time, so I return to the attack through the 
medium of “ Eggs.’’ _ Undoubtedly, in certain 
cases, it is of great advantage to be able to detect 
the sex of chicks at hatching; thus, where a poultry- 
keeper has a market for D.O. cockerels at about 
4s. a dozen, it may be to his advantage to breed 
first crosses. But looking at it from several other 
points of view, that of the general farmer, the 
poultry farmer, or the backyarder ; to the general 
farmer it is of little use, as he has plenty of room 
to run his young stock, and can rear cockerels 
very economically so long as he can distinguish 
the sex before he wants to kill for market. To 
advise him to ‘buy day-old pullets is absurd, be- 
cause it is the rearing of the stock that is so much 
trouble, while it is no advantage to buy five-months 
cross-bred pullets when he can get good pure-bred 
pullets. There is also the added danger that the 
farmer will not stop at the first cross, but will 
soon be breeding mongrels. 

With the specialist poultry farmer a great deal 
depends on the individual situation. If there is a 
market for day-old cockerels then it should be 
seriously considered, but in most cases it is of 
doubtful advantage. Suppose a cross is wanted 
to replace a light breed, such as the Leghorn, then 
one might suggest the Light Sussex x Brown 
Leghorn, a very popular cross. But with the 
Leghorn broodiness is practically negligible, while 
the cross is as bad as a heavy breed, if not worse. 
The backyarder could, perhaps, make more use 
of sex-linkage than any other branch of poultry- 
keeping, but will he use it? Most backyarders like 
to have a few cockerels for the table, and if they 
have to be bought separately, the only advantage 
of sex-linkage is that it enables him to make sure 
of having enough pullets. Then there is the per- 
sonal element to consider, most backyarders being 
.very proud of their stock. They like to have only 
the best, and there is but little satisfaction jin 
looking at a pen of cross-breds as compared to a 
pen of pure-bred pedigree pullets with all the 
association of name, strain, and record: 
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No matter how often we may shut our eyes fo 
the fact, sex-lnkage will lead to the breeding Of 
mongrels. It is all very well to talk about educat- 
ing the poultry-keeper, but how long have we been 
trying to persuade him to keep his birds decently, 
and in how many places can you go and find 
wretched specimens of birds kept in small, dirty 
hutches? Not so many as a few years ago, but 
still far too many. A man who keeps his stock in 
bad conditions, short of disease, is a menace only 
to himself, but the man who breeds mongrels is a 
menace to the whole poultry industry. 

No.—Better leave sex-linkage to the exper- 
mentalist until it is definitely proved that it is 
useful to the poultry-keeper, until tests have been 
held with large flocks, and until they have been 
reared on a large scale, and all the figures, such as 
rearability, etc., published. Until then let us 
devote our attention to the many problems await- 
ing solution in the field of practical poultry- 
keeping—breeding, incubation, rearing and feed- 
ing, housing, and so on, while the scientist is 
investigating the relation of fecundity and colour. 

I remain, yours faithfully, 


JOHN E. V. TYZACK. 


SEX-LINKED INHERITANCE. 

Dear Sir,—tI have read with interest Dr. Crew's 
remarks at the Harper-Adams’ Conference, published 
by you in “‘ Eges”’ of August 26th. 

This is a very important subject, amd I feel gute 
there are a great nuruber of others besides myself who 
would welcome further practical opinions and 
experiences. 

My experience so far has been with Light Sussex 
and Brown Leghorns only, and I found sevenal advan 
tages in the cross. The chief advantage to me hag 
been their quick development and hardiness, and it 
also enables me to fill up my rearing plant with only 
pullets at a time of the rearing season when it is at 
its busiest, and have mo room to carry passengers, 
There is no meed to hatch this cross before April to 
come into lay at the same time as the heavy breeds 
(4/5 weeks older), which for the North I do not hateh 
after mid-March. This ailsio enables me to replace any 
unexpected losses I may have had in the heavy breeds. 
So far I have been able to dispose of iaill my day-old 
ccckerels at 5s. and 6s. per dozen. When I am 
unable to do so I consider I can well afford to kill) 
them. Ihave not found the cockerels from this cross’ 
to pay for fattening—they iare a second-grade table 
bird, and coms into the market at a time when the 
market is full of this class of bind and prices low. | 

With regard to the laying qualities, I am not quite! 
satisfied. ‘They compare very favourably with good) 
White Wyiamidottes. My pen of Light Sussex Brown. 
Leghorn in the “Daily Maaill’’ laying competition have: 
been very consistent layers. These birds were bred | 
from exhibition Light Sussex and Brown Lechorn 
Cockerels which were bred from hens with good 
records. Yours faithfully, | 

THE RUSBY POND POULTRY FARM. 

Aucust 31st, 1925. 
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_ Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Pull Serticulars ot membership will be sent by return ea 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


ETS RES 
f. AN BXTRACT. | 


Chis. is ‘from a letter with reference to tie Food 
rehase Scheme :— 


E 
F 
‘a 


From a letter which you recently quoted in ‘‘ Eggs,” it 
ad appear that I have been under a misapprehension about 
| focd scheme in thinking thait the offer to supply 5 awt, lots 
(he Layers’. etc.,° mash ‘at the ‘two-ton rate iapplied ONLY to 
| price. Does it really mean that I can send along an order, 
| Say, dewt. of Laye.s’ mash ONLY, not making up a two- 


: 


Tot 2” 
shat is exactly what it does mean. If you want 
76. of layers’ mash you can have 5owt., and need 
have anything else saith it. Whatis meant by the 
»-ton rate is that if it as ‘supplied at £11 10s. Od. per 
, you get it at 11s. 6d. per ewt. by taking 5ewt. 
be ig no increase in the price because you are 
‘ing the smailler quantity, as is customary. 
Tor price and quality the mash we are offering can- 
| be equalled, for we are not working for a profit. 
+ demand is increasing every week, and members 
| realising now what great benefit the scheme is to 
cm. : 
rites this week are as folllows :— 


CHICKEN MASH ... ... ....... 12s. 64. 
GROWERS’ MASH ... ... ... ... 14s. 6d. 
BREEDERS’ MASH ... ... ... ... 128. 3d. 
LAYERS’ MASH ......... ... ... 445. 6d. 


"lease note these are London prices. There are 
ht fluctuations in different districts, a little higher 
i little lower. You willl be supplied by our nearest 
at te you, to avoid heavy rail charges. 


RED MITE. 


in Ormskirk reader is pestered with red mite. 
| emptied a house (15 x 8) last week, and on 
mining the interior he found the pest all over 
| imterior. He keeps his houses very clean, and 
not. understand how they come. He wishes 
know if there is any remedy by which he can 
-nfect the house and ‘birds at the same time. 

* former he has already taken down and dis- 
acted every nook and cranny. He asked a 
iltryman, and he*replied, ‘‘ Oh, a few red mites 
nothing. 2 


tis always difficult to keep a house entirely 
2 from red mite, and it is very common to 
‘tive a letter such as that of my correspondent’s, 
which the writer says his houses are very clean, 
| he finds them infested with red mite. I am 
prised that in such a case as described above 


_ birds were not badly affected. In answer to 


his question, there will be no need to disinfect the 
birds themselves, the mite visits the hens only to 
feed. It is a bloodsucker, and, having had its 
hll, drops off the fowl and crawls to the end of 
the perch, or to some crevice, so that, having dis- 
infected his house, if he will just direct his 
attention to the ends of the perches for a few 
nights he will completely eradicate the pest. 
When empty the mites are grey with dark spots, 
but usually they appear from some shade of 
yellow to dark red, accordmg to the amount of 
fowl’s blood they contain. The mites breed in 
the crevices, the young mites are white, and have 
only six legs. It is said their first food is prob- 
ably filth or decayed wood. They moult several 
times, and their cast skins are seen as a white 
powder on the perches. Creosote, and crude 
parafhn, Izal (1 to 303 are all effective against 
the pest. If the ends of ‘the perches were lifted 
once a week and daubed with any of these agents 
a great deal of mis cia would be prevented. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Somers, Mrs. H. T., Southrop House, Hook Norton, 
Cook, O. A., Quickmoor P.F., Common Wood, 
Nr. King’s Langley. 
Nash, V; R., 108, Hurst Road, Kastbourne. 
Bristowe, Li. H., ‘‘ The Feathers,’ 
Gamble, R. E., Rosedale, Quarry Road, Pensilva, Cormwall. 
Tacon, HE. T., The Neuk P.F., Fosseway, Kinross-shire. 
Warren, T. A., Sefton P.F., South Hill, Somerton, Som. 
Peatfield, J., 23, Queen Street, Low ior : 
Anson, J. G., Kenlaw House, Colinsburgh, Fife. 
Golland, Miss D.M., Carside Farm, Appleby, Seunitthorpe. 
Boud, P. H., High Street, Whitwell, Isle of Wight. 
Wiliams, R. J., Delight 


nr. Banbury. 


* Bovingdon, Boxmoor, Herts. 


Clitheroe. 


Poultry Farm, Deanhead, 
Barkisland, Yorks. 
Lister, H., The Forest, Deanhead, Barkisland, Yorks. 
James, A. J., 164, Clayhall Road, Gesport, Hants. 
Rawlings, E., Woodlands, Tisbury, Wilts. 
Hastie, Miss BE. P., ‘‘ Woodcott,’’. South Woodham Ferrers, 
Essex. 
Stockman, G. L., 3, Harlington Road West, Feltham, Middx. 
Simmons, Mrs.-R.. H., Turville Valley F., Henley-on-Thames. 
Streatfield, Miss M. R., Chanters House, Pilton, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset. 
Honeyball, H., Ashfieid Green, Wickhambrook, Newmarket, 
Page, F. B.,. Welliingore, Lincoln. 
Petrie and Bocth, Scot-lands, Warfield, nr. Bracknell, Berks. 
Anstead, J., Westmoor P.F., Wallington, Surrey. 
McCulloch, James, 146, Maukinfauld Rd., 
James, Mrs. P. D. Haughton-, 


Tolleross, Gilasgow. 
‘Wilscombe Wood, Milverton, 
Somerset. 
Cliffe, Rev. J-, 21, 7th Avenue, Parktown, 
N. Johannesburg, 8. Africa. 
Cartwright, H. B., ‘‘ Moss Cottage,” 4, Moss Colliery Rd., 
Clifton, Manchester. 
Roberts, H. A., The Mount, Wetherby, Yorks. 
Green, A., 26, Suffolk St., Mill Hill, Blackburn, Lanes. 
Lowry, C. M., Pond Park House, Lisburn, N. Ireland. 
Bridge, R. D. H., Chessington Grange P.F., Chessington, 
Surrey, 
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Tyers, A. T., Rose Hill Cottage, Hast, Downs Rd., Bowden, 
Cheshire. 
Bateman, Mrs. §., Sherbqumne House, Allersley, Coventry. 
Burne, H., The Grove, Fawkham, Kent. 
Paterson, H. C., The Mount, Newton St. Loe, nr. Bristol, 
Broadway, H., 78, London Rd., High Wycombe, Bucks. 
Jenson, C. A .A., Capel Nelmes, Hornchurch, Essex. 
Dodds, R., 2, Royal Avenue, Fonthill Rd., Bath. 
Hurst, H., Rockbank, Light Oaks, Milton, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Stonex, H. T., Vicarage Lane, Bowden, Cheshire. 
Beatty, S., Flush Road, Upper Bulllysillan, Ligoniel, 
Nr. Belfast. 
Shirt, W., 138, Moorside St., Droylsden, nr. Manchester. 
Ratcliffe, G. H., Brockencote, Chaddeslet-Corbett, 
Nr. Kidderminster. 
Dumblée, L., 4, Dorning St., Leigh, Lanes. 
Harrison, R., 44, Lime St., Accrington, 
Knight, H. O., Tanllwyfan, Liysfaen, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales. 
Burden, Mrs. A., Green Lane Farm, Rawmarsh, Yorks. 
Hanmer, Mrs. Hugh, Whitchurch Rectory, Shropshire. 
Price, W., Beauchief Abbey Farm, Sheffield. 
Bruce, N. P. R., Watlington P.F,, Watlington, Oxon. 
Gilbert, H., Polgear, Fqur Lanes, Redruth, Cornmwail. 
Cash, R. C., Foxley Mount, Lymm, Cheshire. 
Boyd, David, The Greens, Scorton, Yorkshire, 
Wood, H., The Maple P.F., Scorton, Yorks. 
Kerby, P. W., Penare House, Manaccan, Cornwall. 
Cameron, D., Fowlis Easter, Invergowrie, By Dundee. 
Welford, G. W., 485, Linthorpe Rd., Middlesbrough. 
Roberts, A. W., Shuttling Felds, Gregson Lane, nr, Preston. 
Grunshaw, Percy, Manor Row, Copster Green, nr. Bilackburn, 
Lancs. 
Thomas, Wm., 36, Burnley Rd., Mytholmroyd, Yorks. 
Simpson, Capt. D., Tickerage Castle P.F., Framfield, Sussex. 
Brookes, Cyril O., Miiestone P.F., Hykeham Moor, Lincs. 
Le Grove, W. G., 277, Rasmead St., Hull. 
Horsfall, S .C., Woodend, Howard Rd., Bournemouth. 
Griffen, S. D., Knole Cottage, Pett, Hastings. 
Watkins, S. James, ‘‘ Oakdene,’’ Upper Ruckinge, Ashford, 
Kent. 
Atkins, James, Summer Bungalow, Latchingdon, Chelmsford, 
K : 
Hutton, L. A., Brightling Hall, Robertsbridge, Sussex. eat 
Coles, Charles J., ‘‘ The Laurels,’? Mina Avenue, Slough. 
White, Percy M., c/o Messrs. W..H. Brown and Sons, 
Erringden Grange Farm, Hebden Bridge, Yorks. 
Wassell, Alfred, Kilburn Hall, nr. Derby. 
Smith, F. W., Raikes Hall P.F., Cowling, nr. Keighiey. 
Drake, Fred, Schoolridge, Thornton, nr. Bradford. 
Bentley, Harold, Schoolridge, Thornton, nr. Bradford. 
Kurich, Miss G., Lanshawe Cottage, Ilkley, Yorkshire. 
Sanderson, H., Law Bank Farm, Oakworth, nr. Keighley. 
Driver, Pearson, 3, Hardings Lane, Keighley, Yorks. 
Bancroft, Sam, Sun Street, Haworth, nr. Keighley. 


Correspondence—Continued 
DISEASE. 


To the Editor of ‘f Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—Will you kindly allow space for this 
letter in your vailuabile magazine. Attention has been 
drawn to various articles in your magazine through a 
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friend of mine, a Mr. Hunking, Chapel Chonlty 
Staffs. This gentleman forwarded the articles on 
me for my perusal, hence my interest and letter, } 
Hunking has a large poultry farm, and he invited 1 
to have a look around his farm, ‘and give my opinix 
I found excellent sanitation, houses not overcrowde 
all drinking vessels clean, conducive environment— 
short, everything that could be desired for fowls to 
in a healthy condition, In spite of alll this he hag h 
many valuable fiowl. However, we worked togeth 
and through medication these virulent diseases hg 
practically been stamped out. I may poimt out tha 
have no fowls of my own, but am very interest 
and shall endeavour to dio my very best to help thy 
who are doing their very best to fight these var 
fashionable diseases. The «articles I have read po 
tc positive cures, little is said of the various caus 


May I be allowed to ask a few: questions of thi 
gentlemen who advertise these various concoctio 
May be they are sincere, I hope they are:—Ist: 4 
these gentlemen sure that they have found a posit) 
cure? If so, why is the death rate so high if sv 
cures have been found and tried so long? 2nd aa 
they sure of the disease? and are they sure of ther 
cause of the diseases? 3rd: Do kindred diseases st 
with anaemia? 4th: Does the staining of thet 
cocytes increase the diphtheritic infectijom? 5th: 
the kidneys function adequately? 6th: Are th 
diseases, such as Roup, Pox, Diphtheria, etc., crea 
by infection through food or water? 7th: Is it D 
sible to have no diphtheric membrane at the time 
diphtheria, ? = 

I will’ leave other vital quastion for the tir 
Perhaps these willl interest some reader, and no do) 
gomeone will bring something forward, so that wen 
examine and give candid opinions, so that we may Ww 
together to try to counteract, if possible, these fashi 
able danger germs. 2 

With apologies for taking your valuable time ¢ 
space. . 

Yours faithdullly, | 
A. BARKER 


CO-OPERATIVE. POULTRY PRODUCTS, 11 
SATISFACTION. | 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 2 


Dear Sir,—Having sent over 1,000 birds to 
Co-Operative Poultry Products since May 22n¢ 
wish to state that I am quite satisfied with pm 
received. It is impossible to judge the correctn 
of value of bird by weight only ; condition is_ 
great factor. My birds have been picked 
weekly from free range and from among 
pullets, no special fattening having been gi! 
them, but condition, not extreme weight, has 
in their favour every time, consequently all | 
pullets are now ready for the laying house. 

Yours truly, % 
(Mrs.) E. M. L, KNIG 


oa 
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five dozen which he thought was all right, and paid for them. 
When the basket of eggs was brought to him for testing he 
found 18 were absolutely rotten, 66 were unfit, and when 

| - boiled they would smell or burst. He agreed that if 50 to 

| 60 eggs were found in a barn they would soon become stale -« 
owing to the heat of the building. He considered, he said, 
that this was a case of gross carelessnéss. 


| 
__ At Shrewsbury Police Court, on Saturday, Wesley 


feece, of Haughmond Farm, Uffington, Shrewsbury, Mr. A. W. Haillett, poultry and egg dealer, Shrewsbury, said 
Was summoned for, on August 8th, at the General he looked over the eggs, and at once saw what a rotten lot 
Market Hall, Shrewsbury, exposing for sale 89 un- they were. He tested six, and, finding four absolutely black, 
sound eggs. and his father, Charles Harper Teece, of he told Wesley Teece of ithis, He reported the case to. the 
she same address, was charged with exposing the egos authorities because he wanted to stop this practice of bad eggs 
for sale, the eggs belonging to him. coming Into the market. He added: “I have to stand the loss 
all the time. I am absolutely fed up with it.’’ He did not, 
| Mr. J. C. H. Bowlder (Shrewsbury) repiresented the he. said, think the eggs had been found under the barn as 
lefendants, who denied the offence. suggested, because they had grass stains on thiem, 
i 
+ The Town Olerk (Mr. R. F. Prideaux). who prose- Dr. Maurice Gepp, who aailso gave evidence, sug- 
suted, said that on August 8th Wesley Teece brought gosted that it would be much better for everyone con- 
n 243 egos for the Saturday market, and as a matter cerned if an egg-testing apparatus was provided in 
wt fact, they were offered for sale in the market to the market for public uge 
wo dealers without success. A point he wished. to ee . ; 
lraw attention to was that although the dealers | |, Charles Harper Teece, giving evidence, said that 
vointed out that some of the eges were unfit, the egus, his pale generally looked after the collection of eggs 
1evertheless, lay exposed for sale in the market. Sus. at the farm, but she had sprained her ankle, and ithe 
Neiens being aroused, Mr. W. H. Purslow, of the mail, too, was away from the farm on holiday. In 
deal sanitary inspectors. came on the scene. The egos her absence his son, Wesley Teece, collected the eggs, 
vere more carefully examined, and were taken to Mr. with the exception of those which were found between 
Nilde, egg and poultry salesman, the Plough Yard, the stacks when they were drawing a Dutch barn. 
yastle Foregate, Shrewsbury, and there tested one by They found about 60, and the eggs, looking nice and 
ne. It was then found that no less than 99 egos fresh, he took them into the house and showed them 
tere unfit for food. Later the eggs were taken ‘before his wife, who broke four of them,and found they were 
magistrate and condemned. perfectly all right. The eges were afterwards put with 
Mr. W H. Purslow, sanitary inspector, said that when he those his son had collected: He brought the egss 
camined the basket of gigs in the ‘general market he could sce because he thought it was only right to do so in view 
om external signs that some of the eggs mere pretty bad. of the fact that he had found them in the har. The 
= of aon se “as fseed ae bas a on on oe egus he found were nice- and fresh He brought 
i all. e fetche r. Mauutice Ge lhe 3 o 1 r : a a ae: a 
: = th Sid fhe Ede es Nato : ee es Mer, (Wilde's promises betw een five and six hundred eges into the market on ' 
ad tested. When told that he should seize 89 unsound eges, Mr. a Saturday, but ait present was only collecting about 
jeece senior suid he hoped there would be no trouble, as he 60 tu 70 eges a day at the farm. He was surprised 
juld not understand how it came about, ‘He, however, explained to find so many egos in the barn, but said he eould 


at they had been drawing straw during the week, and possibly 


. not account for those egos which were bad, except 
me of the men had picked up some egigs under the Dutch barn, Sigs : [ 


ee, he added, was quite frank about it. Wesley Teece told him that the heat of the bam would affect them. 
at his mother usually brought the eggs to market, (bul, she had : 
rained her ankie, iand had asked him to take the eggs to Mr. Mr. Bowdler said that, though ‘Mr. Teece micht have 
‘ilde. He did so, amd Mr. Wilde suggested hie should tale been somewhat careless in the handling of the eggs, 


em to the stall, and pick out the stale ones. He apparently 
isunderstood Mir. Wilde, and defendant later offered the 
#8 io another dealer, who suggested thiat ithey were not good. 


he thought he could truthfully say that he did not 
know there were so many stale eggs, He thought, 


ie other dealer, Mr. Arthur W., Hallett, of Shrewsbury, took too, that it was pretty obvious that defendants had 
§, and, examining the egys in his own testing room in the no intention of deceiving anyone because the doubtful 
uket, found that four of them were absolutely rotten. — [t eggs were all on top Another point in their favour 


‘med that Teece, junr., afterwards took the basket of eggs to 


rae thy t » Coad rar Vy fia) flor ciate he 
Ir Wilde, who picked out iamd paid for five dozen good ages, but Was that the ESOS Were not EX] psc d flon siale to the 


| SQMe reason or other, he later iasked defendant to take the general public, but weve taken to expert dealers, 

(38 hack. Witness explained that almost a novice could see : ; 2 

| iceice that some of the egigs ‘were bad. Of the 89 condemned The Mayor (Councillor Bates Maddison) toild Teece, 
38 about a dozen had chicken forming iin them. Mr. Teece senr., that the Bench took ia serious view of the case. 
H been bringing eggs to the market for many years, and this The reputation of the market was at stake for ome 


3 the first complaint. 


Mr. Ii, V. Wilde, the dealer referred to, said that Wesley 
2ce offered the eggs to him for sale. His experience told him 


thing, and they felt defendant did not take the care 
he might have taken, considering he was experienced. 


it Some of the eggs were stale from their appearance, He On finding a large numberof eges accumulated in one 
vised defendant that some of them were absolutely wotten, and place he ought, at least, to have put them on ene 
aa thing to do was to go back ito i bench and ‘sort those side. Instead of that he mixed them up with new-llaid 
ree el | Saas, and bought thom piel ar eve te 
| a teator. ie i very much regretted to learn that there had been a 
i Appeared that Teece, Junr., instead of doing this, offered good deal of this going on, ‘amid the Beneh felt it their 
| 8s to Mr. Hallett. He (defendant) came back and eaid duty to put a stop to it. Charles Harper Teece was 
| Witness) had better have them. He would only pick out fined £10, and his son, Wesley, was fined £3 


/ : 
: 


182 


Market Report. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE Rl FURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, SLPTEMBER 4th, 1925. 

SiUFES—New English wheat is in 

stol and London, and at the latter 

over the week has declined to 

new crop wheat suitable for 


GRAIN AND FEEDING — 
rather wetter supply at bri 
market the average ean 

s 4 oy ew. binest parcels Of 
teeny ESS realise up “a j5s, per cwt. at London. A moderate 
trade is passing at London in new Knglish barley for malting 
purposes, prices ranging trom 12s. 6d. to 13s. 9d. per ewt. tor 


fair samples and irom 16s. 3d. to 18s. 9d. per ewt. for finest 
parcels, but at other towns little business 1s being. transacted 
New crop home-grown oats realise slightly less money at Hull, 
but at London recent quotations are maintained, whites seliing 


at 10s. 4d. and black at Qs. 8d. per cwt. 
Imported wheat mieets a moderate demand, aid values have 


an easier tendency. Foreign grinding barley is unchanged at 
fuiverpool and London, but is cheaper at Bristol and Hull. Oats 
generally are cheaper on the week, except at Liverpool, where 
receut prices are mail tained. Maize is more plentifud and 
cheaper, the average quotation fol Argentine being 10s. 7d 
per cwt. as compared with 11s. 3d. per” cwt. last week. 

Milling offals are generally in fair request, but bran at 
Liverpooi is reduced j5s. per ton, while at London coarse 
middlings and bran owing to good supplies being available 
have declined 7s. 6d. and 5s. per ton respectively. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 15s; Hull, 
£7 28; Livérpool, £7 10s; London, £7 2s.. Broad Bran: 3ristol, 
£9: Hull, £8 12s; London, £8 10s. Middlings—l'ine (imported): 
London, £9 10s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £9.58; 
Liverpool, £9; London, £8 9s. Pollards (imported): Bristol, £8; 
Hull, £7 5s; Liverpool, £7 10s; Loudon, £7 5s. Rice Bran: Bristol, 
£7 17s: Liverpool, £7 5s. MEAL— Barley Meal: Bristol, £11 15s; 
Hull, £11 13s; London, £12 2%. Maize Meal: Bristol, £12 12s; 
Hull, #11 17s; Liverpool, £12 2s; London, £12 5s. Maize Meal 
(S. African): Bristol, £11 5s. Hull, £10: uondon, £10 5s. Maize 
Germ Meal: Hull, £11; London, £10 5s. Maize Gluten Feed: 
Bristol, £11 15s: London, £10. 1 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 20s 3d, 17s 0d; Irish, 
18s 3d, 16s 9d; Danish, 19s 6d, 18s 3d; Dutch, 20s 3d, 18s 9d; 
French, 19s 6d, 17s 9d; Belgian, 18s 0d, 17s 0d; Italian, 17s 6d, 
16s 6d; Lithuanian, 14s 6d, 13s 6d; Polish, 13s 0d, 12s 0d; Chinese, 
13s 6d, 12s 0d; Russian, 13s 0d, 12s 0d. 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 8d, 1s 4a; Irish, 
1s id, is 0d; Others, 1s 6d, 1s 1d. Ducks, is 4d, 11d. Geese, is 0d, 


10d. 
EGGS. 


Per Doz—Ashford: First, 2s 5d: Second, 28 34d. Birmingham: 
First, 28 13d; Second, 2s 0d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 74d; Second, 
9s 3d. Chelmsford: First, 2s: 14d; Second, 2s Od. Colchester : 


First, 28s 34d; Second, 2s Od. Doncaster: First, 2s 2d; Second, - 


9s Od. Dorchester: First, 1s 114d; Second. 1s 104d. Exeter: First, 
93 0d. Hereford: First, 1s 9d., King’s Lynn: First, 23 0d; Second, 
1s 10d. Liandilo: First, 2s 0d. Mold: First, 1s 11d; Second, is 10d. 
Newport (Mon.): First, 2s: 3d; Seccend, 2s 1d. Norwich: First, 
9s 0d. Oswestry: First, 2s 1d; Second, 2s 0d. Penzance: First, 


is: 11d: Second, is-10d. Saffron Walden: First, 2s 43d.;. Second,' 


2s Od. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 1s 11d: Second, 1s 10d. Salisbury: 
First, 28s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. Skipton: First, 1s 11d.- Truro: First, 
1s 10d; Second, is 9d. Welshpool, First, 2s 0d; Second, ts 9d. 
*Carlisle: First, 2s 0d. *Derby: First, 28 id. *Ipswich: First, 
29s 3d: Second, is 9d. *Lincoln: First, 2s 0d. *Shrewsbury: First, 
9s Od. *York: First, 2s 0d; Second, ‘1s 11d. 


FOWLS 


_ Per lb.-Birmingham: First, is 3d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, ths Od: Second, t4s°6d. Exeter: First, 1s 4d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 3d. Llandilo: First, 1s 9d; Second, is 7d. Newport 
(Mon.): First, 1s 9d: Second, ‘1s 4d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. Welsh- 
pool: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d.- *Derby: First, ths 0d; Second, 
t4s Od *Ipswich: First, is 6d. *Lincoln: First, +6s 6d; Second, 
t3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d. Second; 1s 4d. *York: First, 
ths Cd; Second, t4s 0d. 


DUCKS 


Per 1b.-Birmingham: First, is 2d; Second, is 0d. Doncaster: 


First, ths 6d; Second, t5s 0d. Excter: First, 1s 3d.. Hereford: First, 
1s 3d; Second, is 2d. Liandilo: First, 1s 9d; Second, 1s 7d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 3d: Second, 1s 0d. *Derby: First, t5s 0d; 
Second, +4s. 0d. *Ipswich: First, is 5d. *York: First, 5s 6d; 
fecond, t5s Od. 


* At these markets the prices quoted .are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers: AS other markets prices are those 
paid to producers. by retailers. + Per head. 4 
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The Official Organ of the Scientelic Poultry Breeders’ 
Association. 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Critic’sms and: queries are invited. a 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 


a 


| 


Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 


six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. a 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s, per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. a4 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. F 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, “Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. = 


Classified Advertisements Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. ae 


——— 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. # 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of 
‘‘ Eggs,” it Is imperative that new advertisements 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST ON 
FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday’s Issue. It is hardly neceé 
sary to add that the earlier in the week we recelvé 


i 


copy the better it Is for everyone concerned. 


. PROOFS. . 
We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com: 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE. FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE, Eat 


= 
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\ A POULTRY HOUSE 
: 


which is a Triumph of Design and Quality. 


| : : ' SPECIFICATIUN 
a oultry-keeper who — ete z 2 : 
| es he dissatisfied with his : Z rIMBER.—Best #3 in., also § in. 
|: her) peents vould be ie ee ey acheewees ae pened wee 
<4 ei = ve ea Tas. 
bs Been on a emi-intensive Strong framing, deapp ine: 
les. thus preventing the con- board and perches. 
lyual exposure to the weather . ROOF.—Slope, front to back. 
ich do many “layers have to Ee tone ped Oe aie 
= : eft end o ouse, also 
omths. An ideal house for wa small trap-door for fowls. ‘ 
\rpose is the Triumph. WINDOWS,.—Up-and-down sliding 
hee glass windows, provided with 
chains, cover the 1 in. wire- 
netted openings. Adjustable 
Ventilator along entire front, 


Merrin to the illustration it 
‘il be ae that the whole of 


‘e front of the “TRIUMPH” is ait top. 
)yoted to light and ventilation. NESTS.—Our Special Prize Medal 
iere are also windows at the Nest-Boxes. 


ick, A wide dropping-board 
ms the whole length of the 
wise, and a strong perch (or 
“rehes, according to the size of 
ie house) above it. Convenient 
ttside nest-boxes are fixed to the 


IRONWORK.—Strong lock and 
key, stout hinges, necessary 
bolts and nuts, and also 
spanner for erecting. 


Sent out in Sections for easy 


end of the house. erection. 

| THE “TRIUMPH” SEMI-INTENSIVE HOUSE. 
' a ICES, made of 3 in. T. and G. Boards, PRICES, made of 3 in. T. and G. Boards, 

SIZES PR , 5 

- Height in. Glass Price. Floor. Price. Floor. 
lo, Length Width. Front. Windows. No £ 6s. d Ong. d. No. £ gs. d £3. ad. 
eee fect bie. E 1 419 6 015 0 i Aa eee ae eae 
bo = rae Ret 4 9 617 6 019 6 2 ere eA St. ISSR 11 6 
2” 2 o>. 4 3 810 6 13 0 3 9 8 0 15 6 
> 2 >? ae é= 4 4 10 5 19 0 4 eae th 5-0 112 0 
‘eer2- |, G2 ede : 5 i 3 116 6 b- SOS aS eS Vo ae 20 0 
\fel4 ,, Ie 3s Cris at = ll 8 6 119 0 6 12 11 0 2 3 0 
ae Seo 6 pe 7 13 10 260 7 14 15 0 29 6 
2M ,, 10, a 6 i 13 19 0 28 G g ete ee BS AO 213 6 
| ae gua mie é 5 15 14 ies 0 9 5° ASE eee ae ener AC 
| ae 1D +s “s 313 0 10 eee 17 42 0 
2 20 10 6 8 10 1617 6 : 5 ) 
xt ” 2 = La 40 0 11 Se = a 20 1 6 412 6 
a *Larger Size Windows. i1 i 4 476 12 22 7 6 5 0 0 
“Made in both § and 3 in. Boards. ce ae Carr; = ae ‘ Goods Station in 
q Meare arriage -Paid to any. Goods Station 
‘Treated with “ ag Spe ape “ SEND FOR THE England or Wales, and Promptly 
ee ee : FREE CATALOGUE. Despatched. 

2 e &. ; 


MRRY HEBDITGCH, LTD. Desk J, MARTOCK, SOMERSET. 
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PRIEST ane SHAW The “HEY DOWN” — 


NAL P 
90 Ap, SUSSEX GROUND OATS, ~ 
as supplied to the expert HEATHFIELD atone 


can now be supplied at 


£13 15s. per ton.- 70/- os 5 ows 
THERE IS NONE BETTER. ! 


Leghorns 
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Laying Pullets for Sale. 


TESTIMONIAL LETTER. 


Gresham Road, Brixton, S.W. 
Derr Sirs, Aug. 22nd, ’25. 
Many thanks for pullets received ; a very 
fine lot, and we are very pleased with them. 
Yours faithfully, 


J. STEPHENS. 


WU 


We shall shortly be in a position to 
supply INDIAN GAME X LIGHT 
SUSSEX and PLYMOUTH ROCK 


X LIGHT SUSSEX EGGS for Table 
Bird Production. Remember, all 


Breeding Stock at ‘‘Heydown” has 
been Blood-tested. . It makes all the 
difference to Rearability, you know. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 


“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex, 


ET 


TTT Tat 


| 


WRITE FOR OUR PRIGE LIST. 


SANDOWN, - - I.O.W. 
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THE “ECLIPSE” POULTRY HOUSES, 
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Scientifically | : a oe ae ae 

Designed. : ee ee ree The result 
: 3 : Ze Go ae many years 
es ae er wee : experiment 
Soundly ee a mee SE a: a || and now ‘the 
S : i oe only type ° 
= < a. Ouse in use 
ep a for all pur 
: Rise See as : poses, upd 
Complete in | fe. A | ae our own farm, 

every Detail. os 


BIS 


Constructed. 


—_>——_ 


A No. 7 (Two Section) supplied to Capt: Nicholson, Tuthill, Therfield, Royston, Herts. 
At our NEW ADDRESS we haye greatly increased our facilities for dealing with our rapidly increasing business. 
WRITE FOR OUR CATALOGUE. 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm & Appliance Wor — 


EAST HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. 


/ 
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Editorial. 


REE s. E 


IRARMERS AND POULTRY—A .PESSIMIST. 
Mr. W. J. Malden contributes a weekly article 
the ‘‘ Salisbury and Winchester Journal,”’ 
titled ‘‘ Practical Agriculture.’’ We should not 
pe been aware of this had not a correspondent 
rwarded us a cutting from the journal, part of an 
ee in which Mr. Malden strays from the path, 
r, instead of writing a practical article on Agri- 
(Iture, he writes very impractically on “‘ Farmers 
aid Poultry.’’ 
Beginning with the following very extraordinary 
satement, the accuracy of which we take leave to 
dubt, Mr. Malden basses his whole argument upon 
i and while it may be very convincing to those 
10 are unable to refute his extraordinary ideas, 
{ those who are in a position to do so it is 
‘premely ridiculous :—- 

‘To-day the corn merchants tell us that 
half the wheat grown in the country now goes 
to maintain poultry, hence the dear loaf, when 
only about 2,000,000 acres are grown.” 

'Mr. Malden must be aware—if he is not he 
‘ould be—that by far the greater portion of the 
geat fed to poultry is unfit for milling purposes. 
i entirely. fails to inform his readers that the 


| 
| 
| 


+ tag portion of a hen’s food are the by-products, 
id in many cases the waste products, of cereal 
fains, and foods other than wheat, used for human 
msumption. But for pure nonsense we have 
(rely read anything to equal the following :— 
| “The Ministry of Agriculture tells us that 
we ought to produce eggs to the value of 
| £15,000,000; paid for those imported. The 
| average per hen of eggs laid is agreed to lbe 
not more than 120 yearly, or one in three 
| days; and on wheat alone it is held that it 
| requires about 5 ozs. a day, with wastes, say 
1 lb. in three days. There are 504 lbs. in a 
quarter, so 504 eggs; therefore, reckoning 
wheat at 50/- a quarter, the food costs a 
"penny. The egg consists of 75 per cent. 
water, therefore a 2-0z. egg has } an oz. of 
dry matter available for food for man, against 
1 lb. of wheat, less 15 per cent. of water, and 
85 per cent. dry matter available.’’ 
This is a pure gem. All this juggling with 
Zures is based on the fallacy that a hen consumes 
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5 ozs. of wheat a day, and is as pretty a piece of 
sophistry as it has been our lot to meet for years. 
Is Mr. Malden aware that a hen consumes other 
food than wheat? If he is, why did he write it? 
And if he is not, why did he write it? When it 
has been demonstrated, beyond the possubility of 
doubt, that poultry-keeping by farmers is certain 
to be most advantageous to them, when the 
National Farmers’ Union is doing its utmost to 
induce the farmer to keep poultry on an extensive 
scale and under conditions which will make them 
a source of profit, compared with which nothing 
else on the farm will yield so well, we have in- 
dividuals like Mr. Malden to put such fallacious 
arguments forward, which, as we said before, may 
prove very convincing, because so very plausible— 
to those who know no more than he does. 

Then we come to the following :— 

“ At the present price of food and labour 
cramming has declined to an infinitesimal 
degree as compared to what it was when i 
practised it in Sussex 25 years ago.’ 

We presume Mr. Malden means the opposite 
to what he has said. He meant that cramming 
has seriously declined, but we doubt the correct- 
ness of his statement. The table poultry industry 
was very hardly hit during the war ; it hais steadily 
revived, and prices realised have fully compensated 
for the increased cost of food and labour. 

‘Poultry farms are not run on the seven 
hours’ day, nor 54 days a week. Wages of a 
skilled man on the hours required are cheap 
at 42/- a week ; at twopence per egg it re- 
quires 252 eggs to pay him, thus 13,104 eggs 
per year to pay him, that means that without 
any cost of rearing pullets, cockerels, deaths, 
etc., food for fowls, or expense of building 
and equipment, interest on capital, it takes 
the eggs of more than 100 hens laying 130 
eggs a year to pay a man’s wages.” 

Had Mr. Malden, before he devoted himself to 
this destructive criticism, visited Mr. Harding he 
would probably have hesitated before he used such 
an absurd argument as this. Mr. Harding would 
soon have convinced him that, however much 
satisfaction he may derive from his own elaborate 
theories, they are completely falsified in practice. 
Those of our readers who were fortunate enough 
to hear Mr. Harding’s address on this subject at 
the Harper-Adams’ Conference will be able to 
estimate at its true value the curious contribution 
of Mr. Malden, who has entirely neglected to 
inform the farmer, for whose benefit he is pre- 


184 


sumably writing, of the manurial value of poultry, 
and their value in clearing land of such pests as 
wire worm, etc., and more particularly would refer 
him to what Mr. Harding had to say in connection 
with his poultry and labour on the farm :— 


‘‘ The) great drawback to the business is 
that the bulk of the eggs are laid when prices 
are lowest. It is because so few are laid at 
other times that higher prices are fetched on 
the smaller. Supposing that other 415,000,000 
worth of eggs were produced, naturally 
through extra supply those highest 
would not be realised ; moreover, the prices 
of the others would ‘be lowered, and 2d. aver- 
aige would not be maintained. Naturally | am 
aware that the average production could be 
raised, but this must be a matter of time. 
Moreover, substitute foods could be found in 
the place of wheat.’’ 


What an economist we have in the person of 
Mr. Malden. 
it is better that 415,000,000 amnually should be 
sent out of this country for poultry and eggs 
rather than that they should (be produced here, 
and that if eggs to that value were produced here 
they would lower the average price, whereas if 
they are imported they will not do so. We think 
his concluding remark on the possibility of sub- 
stitute foods for wheat betrays, more than any- 
thing we can say, the extent of his knowledge of 
poultry and poultry farming. It is amusing to 
read him on food calories. We thought the idea 
that value of a foodstuff was dependent on calories 
was exploded yeairrs ago, and if he wants to know 
anything as to the nutrient value of the egg, we 
shall be pleased to furnish with the necessary in- 
formation. If our farmer friends have any doubt 
as to the value of the hen on the farm, we recom- 
mend them to study Mr. Harding’s paper. They 
will possibly be more interested in the cash results 
than in the caloric value of an egg as compared 
with a pound of wheat. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A. 
This idea is quite incorrect. The $.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. |The Five Shilling subscription brings 
with it many advantages, namely : Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many other 
advantages too numerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Horsham, Sussex. The financial year began on 


1st September. 


prices: + 


We conclude from his argument that - | 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


PROFESSOR WILLARD THOMPSON’S PAPER, | 
(Continued). 


With Professor Willard Thompsion’s axiom, “* The 
simpler the combination, the easier the task of the 
poultry feeder,’’ we shall all agree, careful, however, 
to see that in our efforts to lead the simple ‘life, we 
do not regard essentials as luxuries. Before com: 
menting on the mash formula given by Mr. Thomp; 
son; I would like to say something with regard to bid 
second point :— 


‘‘T believe it is usually conceded by pou 
feeders that the nutritive value of the dry mash 
should be, as compared with the nutritive value 
of the dry grain, very narrow. The nutritive 
ratio for the ration above is approximiately 1.2.75, 
depending upon the quality of the meat meal 
used'.”’ 


There are points here worthy of consideration. ] 
am not querying the suggestion that the nutritive 
value of the mash should be much narrower than that 
of the grain—of necessity it must be so; but I feel 
that the poultry feeder should be impressed with the 
knowledge that the value iof his mash does not depend 
on its nutritive ratio. He should be impressed with 
the idea that the mash is to supply the deficiencies 9} 
the grain, and that under modern conditions—whieh 
preclude the finding of amy of the natural foods by the 
hen—-should, as far as possible, cmbody ail the food 
constituents w high are necessary for the health and 
well-being of his flock; amd that his attention should 
be directed less to the nutritive ratio, the importamee! 
iof which ig in my humble opinion greatly over 
estimated, than to the value of each constituent m 
the mash. I have mentioned this, because I have} 
found in hundreds of cases that in the endeavour td 
arrive at a ratio marrow enough to bring the total 
ration to one of 1 to 4.5 im summer, and 1 to dm 
winter, it is the practice to considerably increase the’ 
animal protein, and in mamy cases with disastrous 
results. I cannot agree that a wider and narrower 
ration should be fed, im accordance with the seasons; 
the adjustment should be made with due regard to the 
birds’ production and condition. | However, that is 
beside the point What I am trying to show is fat) 
the value of the ration depends, niot upon the nutritive 
ratic, but upon the constituents used. 


If we take the coneluding sentence in the pala) 
graph quoted: The quallity of the meat meal would 
fe measured by the protein content. Assuming i 

» be first quality, ive., about 60 per cent protein, the 
ratio would be considerably narrower tham if an average! 
sample of meait and bone meal were used. but I have) 
grave doubts as to whether the results, either #8) 
regards production or the health of the birds would be| 
better. Certainly Ihave mever obtained such good! 
resuits with blood meal with its 72.00 crude ee | 
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re with a moderately good sample of meat and bone 
neal. Veg 

I have dwelt upon this point in rather a lengthy 
Jashion, because it has some rellatiion to the commenti 
am about to make upon the mash. Let me here say 
igain that this article is not wmitten in any critical 
spmt, but solely with the idea of maintaining the 
terest and promoting discussion. 

The mash, it wili be remembered, consists of equal 
parts wheat bran, sharps, maize meal, ground oats, 
inelat meal. 

The cost of the mash is appreciably higher tham that 
wn general use in this country, due to the high pro- 
dertion of ground oats and meat meal used.  Pre- 
mumably the very high percentage of the latter is 
hheught to be necessary im order to bring the total 
wotem content of the while ration to what is thought 
0 be desirable, for with the exception of the bran and 
iharps, the protein content of the whole ration is poor 
o both quality and quantity. The Wellingham 
‘Xperiments, as well as our practical experience, have 
‘hewn us that a much smaller percentage of animal 
otein can be used, with equally good results, as far 
is the production and health of the birds ig concerned, 
‘ fed in conjunction with good vegetable protein; and 
i} will be: remembered that the best results in the 
Velllingham experiments were obtained with the pens 
2d the lowest percentage of fish meal, i.e., 6 and 8 per 
ent. of the mash, the lower percentage giving the 
‘etter result. Presumably the lime phiosphates are 
applied in the form of green food, or the birds are 
Ntange, as the ration iis very deficient in this respect. 
ii many of our poultry farms this would spell disas- 
r, unless it was supplied in some other form, either 
lfalfa meal, fish meal, meat and bone meal, or by 
bmse salt mixture such as that frequently given in 
dese columns. 
| We now come to another important point. Professor 
hompson refers to the “Kaupp Ivey’’ Digestive Co- 
ficients of Poultry Feeds and Rapidity of Digestion, ”’ 
hieh were published in ‘“‘Eges’’ in 1922, and com- 
tented on at the time. Professor Thompson says :— 


..... ~ I will point to only two as indicative 
of the fact that our conception of the real value of 
some of the ordinary foodstuffs to poultry feeding 
may be somewhat altered by an exact knowledge 

_ Of their digestibility by fowls. As a first example 
they find that sharps is at the foot of the list in 
totai digestible nutrients per 100lbs. As a second 
example we find that they suggest that wheat 
bran is very low in digestibility so far as poultry 
is concerned.”’ 


Now may I refer to the Kaupp Ivey Bulletin. The 
Mowing extract is interesting :— 


“With the exception of wheat middlings. meat 
and bone meal, digester tankage, and blood meal, 
these tests show fowl are more efficient in the 
digestion of nitrogen free extract tham in the diges- 

tion of crude protein or fat. 

| The test suggests that the feed mixtures of 
poultry should contain relatively small propor- 
tions of such feeds as alfalfa meal, wheat bran, 

and wheat middlings.’’ 
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On the face of it this is correct, but we find the 
laboratory tests utterly refuted in the field. In the 
Australian Laying Tests where records of produc- 
tion have never been equalled, the mash provided 
was :—-60 per cent. middlings, 20 per cent. bran, 15 
per cent. alfalfa meal, and, I believe, 5 per cent. meat 
meal. I am writing without reference, and the pro- 
portions may not be quite exact, but they are nearly 
so, and will serve the purpose of showing that these 
foods should not be so readily condemned because of 
a digestibility test made in « laboratory. With further 
reference to middlings, readers will remember the very 
remarkable results obtained in the Wellingham experi- 
ments three years ago, when the chicks were reared 
practically upon middlings and dried milk, the mash 
consisting of 70 per cent. of middlings, a small per- 
centage of yeast extract,-amd dried milk. The chicks 
(90 in nuinber) developed with remarkable rapidity, 
the mortality was less than three per cent., and they 


were markedly superior to another lot fed in the 
samc way, except that oatmeal took the place 
of middlings. If we pliace too much reliance 


on digestibility tests, we shall find that the 
Sussex ground oat would. not compare in value with 
maize meal, or barley meal. that fish meal must be a 
very wasteful food. for the tests show that only 
54.23lbs in every 100 is digestible. That the common 
field pea is superior to soya bean meal, and buttermilk 
inferior to blood meal. All this we know to be wrong. 
Our practical experience has taught us that it is wrong, 
in spite of the tables, Liaffrm that good wheat mid- 
dlings are the most valuable and economical food the 
poultry-keeper uses, and the food he would find it 
almost impossible to replace. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


PROFESSOR THOMPSON'S PAPER. 


To the Editor of “Eggs.” 


Sir,—As you invite your readers to state their 
views on the subjects discussed at the recent 
Harper-Adams’ Conference, may I be allowed to 
make a few remarks apropos of the excellent and 
interesting paper by Professor Willard Thompson 
on ‘‘ Practical Ration Making’’? 

For the sake of convemence and simplicity he 
divides the ration into parts, the two chief being 
grain feed and mash, in accordance with our usual 
custom in this country, and gives ‘‘ Nutritive 
Ratios’ as guides. 

On the other hand, we are recommended to vary 
the amount of grain to ‘‘ regulate the flesh and 
physical condition of the hen.”’ 

I feel sure that we are all in agreement with 
the Professor on this point, but does it not mean 
that, therefore, the ‘‘ Nutritive Ratio’’ should be 
a variable, depending entirely upon circumstances, 
including weather conditions, season, and so forth, 
and that any useful experiment on the subject of 
protein must state fully the conditions under which 
it was carried out? 


(Continued at Foot of Column on Next Page). 
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Angora Rabbit Wool 
Farming—IX. 


By the LADY RACHEL BYNG. 


MORE FEEDING HINTS. 


Rabbit-keepers are always up against the problem 
of how to avoid waste. With clover hay at £6 the 
ton, as it is in the north, it is heartrending to see 
the hay strewn over the hutch floor, if fed inside 
the hutch, or scattered on the ground if fed in 
outside racks. 


In hutches made after the Jans Senc: pattern a 
vast amount of hay is nibbled into short lengths, 
which fall below the reach of the rabbits. 

This short hay, mostly composed of pieces of 
clover, shaken to dust by the rabbits pulling at 
the hay through wire netting, can be collected in 
a large vessel. Boiling water should be poured 
over it. This mixture stirred into a mash and 
dried off with middlings and Sussex ground oats, 
or bran, is eaten by the rabbits with relish if 
served really warm, 

Toast.—Scraps of toast, dried crusts, apple 
core, apple parings, cheese, are considered by most 


F ; 3h x FEEDING TIME.” 
Lady -Rachei Byng with “ Beverina” and her four babies of 
three weeks old. 
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Angoras a great treat. Dry bread scalded and 
soaked in milk and hot water makes an excellent 
food for brood does with litters. : 

Tit-Bits.—An Angora off its feed can often be 
tempted with tiny bouquets of assorted favourite 
greens, such as a few dandelion leaves, plantain 
leaves and clover, or a piece of parsley, pea pod, 
and shepherd’s purse, or a leaf of Giant Chicory, 
and a leaf of Thousand-headed kale. 

The variety of tit-bits seems to tempt the anima) 
to nibble, and when once tempted it often wil 
put it right without further remedies. | 

If fresh clover leaves, or dandelions, or ground 
sel or plantain fail to tempt, the Angora must neec 
medicine of one sort or another, and every attemp} 
should be made “to discover the cause of its indis 
position. 

Mashes.—Various mashes can ‘be manufacturec 
as pick-me-ups for putting on weight for Angora: 
that have been run down either by excessive heat 
rearing a large litter, etc. | 

One of the mashes most appreciated is that com 
posed of whole or shredded maize ; soak the maiz 
or wheat im cold water over night, then let7 
come to the boil, and boil it for ten minutes til 
soft. Dry off with half middlings and half bran 
Another mash much appreciated is Uveco mixet 
with skim milk, or any of the advertised mull 
powders mixed with warm water (not boiling ). 

God Liver Oil.—If for any reason the rabbit 
seem to need rather more nourishment than usual 
a teaspoonful of cod liver oil to every twent) 
rabbits mixed in any of above mashes makes | 
very successful and appreciated tonic. : 

Another mash that has excellent results is com 
posed as follows :—6 parts bran, 6 parts middlings 
3 parts Sussex ground oats, 22 per cent. fish meal 

Yet another mash, and a favourite one, 1S-| 
4 part barley meal, } part middlings, ¢ part bran) 

Both the above mashes are mixed to crumbly dr 
condition with hot water. 

When the following mish was fed to 25> adu 
Angoras for three weeks, 24 of them put 0 
weight varying from 3 to 8 ©z.; one lost I OZ.t+| 
1 part Uveco, 4 part middlings, 2 part Susse) 
eround oats, one tablespoonful milk powder, muxe 
with hot water to crumbly mash—one large tabli 
spoonful fed every morning. 7 


a a 


No experiment is able to find out the most sul 
able amount of protein for use in all cases, and) 
seems that in a general way we can get very litt) 
nearer the mark than by giving from 5 to Io Pp} 
cent. of ‘‘ Good ’’ protein, judged in accordam 
with our egg supply, our personal observation a1| 
handling of our birds at any given period. If th 
is sO, 1s it essential for a poultryman to wor) 
about any particular gentleman’s digestubilil 
tables ? 

Lam, .ete.; 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
tamswer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columna. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


|*BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B,V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
| death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST, 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
| members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the 8.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
| by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
| Major Saunders). 


{LL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


I 
f 


| E. W. H. (Somerset) sends two samples of fish 
neal, and asks for an analysis and approximately 
he value of each per cwt. I regret we cannot 
indertake chemical analysis, this would be done 
xy the county analyst, the fee I believe is 10/6. 
Jf the two samples sent, that marked A is the 
setter; B has a slight excess of oil; the price 
etail would be 24/- per cwt. 
L. N. (Sheffield) wants to know how to feed 
firds when in the moult so as to get them to lay 
s soon as possible. This has been his trouble for 
ears. He has never succeeded in getting them 
ato laying condition until well after Christmas. 
le has 30 R.J. Red pullets, some of which are 
ioulting and some of which are laying. A great 
eal depends on the condition of the lbirds when 
hey moult. Many poultry-keepers let their pullets 
‘et into such poor condition that they are a long 
ime in renewing their feathers, and some are so 
ffraid of over-feeding that they retard the growth 
f the new feather. The best way is to feed nor- 
tally, and should the birds hang in the moult add 

per cent. linseed meal to the mash, and feed 
ather more maize. Scratching exercise will pre- 
jent the birds becoming overfat. 


| B.D. S. (Gosforth). The fact that the hens eat 
he goats’ secretions is some indication of a de- 
‘raved appetite, but it is not likely to harm them. 


“i. B. (Bristol). This is the second time this 
eek that I have been asked whether any advant- 
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age is likely to accrue from mating a single-comb 
Wyandotte cockerel to White Leghorn hens. As 
they say in the House of Commons, ‘‘ the answer 
is in the negative.’”? No advantage is likely to 
accrue, on the contrary, the comphcations will be 
many. Apart from some litth umprovement in 
stamina, ‘‘ T.B.” will gain nothing, and 1s likely 
to lose a good deal. “There will be broodiness, for 
example, ‘and smaller ‘eggs. In answer to his 
second question, the breed most suitable for such 
a small area as he has at this disposal would be 
the White Wyandotte, and he is right in thinking 
that he would do better with only one breed. 


_ A. O. C. (Solihull) writes :—‘ I have been breed- 
ing poultry for a few ‘years, and have an excellent 
strain of White Wyandottes of great stamina. 
Lhe egg yield is large, and they are of good colour, 
size, and hatchability. The female birds have 
been selected with the above points in view, and 
have been mated to unrelated cockerels which 
have been purchased from sources which I know 
to be breeding for the same points as myselt. In 
no way have I in-bred or line-bred, and to this | 
attribute the good stamina of my birds. As I[ 
wise in so keeping the joirds unrelated, and will the 
points enumerated be preserved in future genera- 
tions. by the present process? Is it a mere co- 
incidence that the male birds purchased have pro- 
duced stuff which has not shown signs of reversion 
to old defects, and which some say is the result of 
breeding. out?’’—“SA. -O; CC. must~ be. a new 
reader, or he would have known that I have re- 
peatedly said in these columns that, in my opinion, 
line-breeding or in-breeding is a very great mistake 
as far as breeding for heavy egg production is 
concerned. My correspondent snaould remember 
this, that he has been breeding for a_ specific 
factor, which has resulted in the elimination of 
other factors, the breeders from whom he has 
purchased his stock cockerels have been doing the 
same thing, so that he-is mating two strains which 
are pure tor the same factor. It is not a pure 
coincidence that the male birds have produced stuff 
which has shown no signs of reversion to old de- 
fects, but ‘‘ A. O. C.%. must always be very care- 
ful in the purchase of his cockerels, and see they 
come from dams carrying the factors for heavy egg 
production. It does ‘not necessarily follow that 
the stamina of his birds 1s so good because he hias 
not in-bred or line-bred. It is quite possible, if 
selection of made of exceptional stock, that these 
systems can be practised for years without loss of 
stamina, but as a general rule both fertility and 
hatchability suffer. 


Spen (E. Yorks) sends a sample of Canadian 
feed oatmeal at 412 5s. per ton. It would be 
dear at half the money, as at least 30 per cent. of 
it would be indigestible. In reply to other ques- 
tions, the Wyandotte hens which were mated to 
the Rhode Island Red male this season will throw 
pure Wyandottes if mated to a Wyandotte cockerel 
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next spring. He could keep 35 Black Leghorns, 
intensively, in the house 12 x 10. The decline in 
his egg yield is purely seasonal; it would not be 
profitable to keep the 1923-hatched birds for 
another season. 


G. L. D. (Beckenham) has received complaints 
as to tainted eggs, and asks if I can tell him the 
cause. He should be more explicit, and have let 
me had details of the feeding. The most prob- 
able cause is a sample of fish meal containing an 
excessive percentage of oil. With regard to hus 
early March-hatched Leghorns, which began lay- 
ing last month, I can suggest nothing which will 
prevent the neck moult except heavy feeding, par- 
ticularly of grain. He will not compensate for 
immaturity in the pullets by mating them to a 
second-season male. I would strongly advise him 
not to mate Buff Rock pullets hatched last week 
in April next season. For pullets which he intends 
to keep intensively during the coming seaison, the 
following will be the best mash :—Bran and alfalfa 
meal 1 lb. each, middlings’4 lbs., ground oats, 
maize meal, and meat and bone meal 1 lb. each. 
This can be used ‘as a wet or dry’ mash. 


E. R. A. (Stoughton). We cannot reply to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. by post unless a fee of 
2/6 is paid. Membership of the S.FP.B.A. entitles 
you to free advice by post. You tell me you only 
trapped during March and April, and ask if you 
can make any use of these records. Although not 
wholly reliable they will be of great assistance to 
you. Reject any bird that laid less than 32 eggs 
during these two months, all those which did better 
than this will, as a general rule, be found to be 
the ‘best layers. If you use your records for these 
months, and carefully select your birds by hand- 
ling and observation, you should have a fair idea 
as to the best birds in the flock... It would be 
inadvisable to use any of the cockerels you have 
for breeding next season, as you know nothing 
about them except they are of good strain, which 
means nothing for breeding purposes. No, strain 
doesn’t count for much, it is individuality which 
counts. In rough weather confine the birds 
entirely to the house, it will easily accommodate 
60 pullets. (3) Three vigorous cockerels would be 
suficient to mate to 4o pullets. I consider a 
January-hatched Leghorn much more profitable 
than one hatched in March, not quite so profitable 
as one hatched in April. 


Steve (Newcastle, S.). It is.idle to suggest 
that this bird with feathered legs and a pea comb 
is a throw back. You say you paid 17/6 for a 
sitting of pure Leghorn eggs, and this is one of 
the birds from the eggs. He should have been 
honest and told you that the egg was probably 
put in by mistake. It is a mongrel, pure and 
simple. (2) I think you. would be wise to give 
mcre wheat as grain, the sats are a very moderate 


sample, and it does not pay to feed anything but 
the best oats to poultry. (3) The Ancona 1s @ 
very nervous bird, but your friend is wrong if 
saying they are poor winter layers. 1 know Of 
some strains which have done as well as any Leg 
horns during the winter months. They would be 
as suitable for your purpose as the Black Leghorm 


Anxious (Bedminster). . Thirty-five per cent. wag 
certainly most disappointing. What a curious mam 
you are to accept tnis loss through a whole season 
and not seek ‘advice before. Even now I cannot 
say definitely what was the cause of the trouble) 
if we assume the eggs to have been ail right—of 
that I know nothing. The most probable explana= 
tion would appear to be that you were running the 
machine sat too low a temperature. Start next 
season at 105, reduce the following week to 104, 
and finish at 103. It would be well, too, to have 
the thermometers tested. (2) There would be no 
possible advantage in crossing Rhode Island Reds 
and Wyandottes. It is a-sex-linked cross, it % 
true, that would be the only advantage, you cou 
detect the sex of the chicks at hatching. (3) Um 
doubtedly it pays to place eggs under a hen for the 
first week and then put them in the incubator, 
No better results are obtained when you take them 
from the incubator and put them under the heny 
These are ground oaits, but not Sussex ground; 
at the price they are good value, and would answer 
your purpose as well as S.G.O. § 
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BRITISH BARNEVELDER CLUB. | 


Nomination papers have been sent to all mem- 
bers for the forthcoming annual elections. If, 
through oversight, any member has been missed, 
he will receive a copy on application to the 
Secretary. = | 


The Annual General Meeting will be held, by 
kind permission of the British Dairy Farmers) 
Association, in the club room at 10.15 a.m. Om 
Wednesday, October 21st, at the Dairy Show. 
Any member who has not received the current 
Year Book is reminded that these are sent to paid- 
up members only. A copy will be sent on receipt 
of subscription due. 4 


The support of members is very much desired 
in entries at the Harper-Adams’, National, and 
Bucks County Laying Tests, where it is hoped to. 
obtain sections for the breed if sufficient entries 
are obtained. = 


&' 
At the former two the club is again offering @) 
guinea special for the highest scoring member's 
pen. a 
Yours ¢ruly, ) 


FE... .D... BRODIESS 
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September 16th, 1925. 


Scientific Poultry 
_ Breeders’ Association. 


‘Pull particulars of membership will be semt by returm ea 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newmar, The 


Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


The Annual Ceneral Meeting will be held on 
ednesday, October 21st, for details see page 194. 


ELECTION OF OFFICIALS.—Three members 
the Council retire annually and are eligible for 
velection. The retiring members are :—Miss 
addison, Dane Hill, Sussex; Mr. P. Hedworth 
lulkes, Pond Cottage, Virginia Water; Mr. J. H. 
iwden, Heydown, Heathfield, Sussex. All are 
‘ering themselves for re-election. 


NOMINATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL should be 
ceived by the ‘Secretary: not Jater than Wed- 
isday, September 30th. Voting papers will 
pear in the issue of ‘‘ ECCS,’ dated October 
ny and should be returned to the Secretary not 
jer than Wednesday, October 14th. 


RESOLUTIONS to be submitted to the Ceneral 
peting must he received by the Secretary not 
‘er than Wednesday, September 30th. 


TOM NEWMAN, Secretary, 
Rudgwick. 


REGISTER, BLOOD AGGLUTINATION 
fot, ELECTION OF COUNEIL,- ETC. 
May I draw members’ attention to the notice 
ith regard to the Election of Council, resolutions 
"the General Meeting, and the date of the meet- 
% which appears above, and remind them that 
mdidates for the Council must be nominated and 
conded by a member. 
[am instructed to draw members” attention to a 
solution passed at the May meeting of the 
funcil, which was as follows :-— 
~ That facilities should be given in the 
Register, for members to notify that their 
breeding stock had been: blood tested, but that 
it should be conditional that all breeding stock 
on the farm should have been tested, and that 
a certificate signed by a qualified person should 
be sent to the Editor of the Register or the 
| Secretary, which should also state the number 
| @f birds which had been tested.”’ . 
At the Council meeting on Wednesday it was 
cided that birds entered in the Register must 
ve been tested within a period of six months. 
|is latter decision is based on the knowledge that 
single test is not reliable. 


| 
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SEVENTY. 

A new record has been created—Seventy new 
members joined the S.P.B.A. during the last week 
in August. This, please note, not as the result 
of a Cainpaign to secure new member's, but just 

coursé; of events. A_ greater 


in the ordinary 
tribute to the good work the association is doing 
could hardly be desired. The financial year ended 
on August 31st, and notices have been sent to 
every member that subscriptions are due. If any 
have failed to receive them, will they please laiccept 
this as a notice; and do remember, please, that 
the names of members whose subscriptions are not 
paid cannot under any circumstances be inserted 
in the Register. Each year I get a-number of 
letters frem unfortunates whose names have been 
onutted, ‘because of their failure to pay up, and 
many of them seem to think they have a personal 
grievance. For example, one reminds me that we 
had tea together, at some time or another; a 
second that he met me at Mr. So-and-So’s farm ; 
a third that he has been a member for some years 
and under the circumstances they think an 
exception might be made in their case. It never 
occurs to them that it is impossible for me to ask 
my assistants if any particular member has paid 
or not, and [ cannot-always remember everybody 
with whom I have had tea, or that we must con- 
duct the work on business lines. The Council 
meeting will have taken place ere this is in print, 
and I hope to announce that some important and 
interesting business has been transacted. 


5 


NO ADDRESS. 

Subscriptions to S.P.B.A. have been received 
from the following with no address enclosed, or 
no name. Will the senders kindly commumecate 
with me if this should catch their eye = — 

_ PO.“ value 5/-. Post Office, Killeshandra. 
Cheques ditto., signed Briden and Co., Edith 
A. Hunter, Alfred E. Cotton. 


THE DEPOSIT SYSTEM. 

I have received the following letter from Mr. 
W.-N. Hough :— - 

‘““T have just been reading with much in- 
terest the correspondence regarding the 
deposit system run by ‘Eggs,’ and the Revd. 

Goodwin Courtman’s remarks on same. 

I should like to point out that I, as a mem- 
ber of S.P.B.A., have made full use of this 
system, and the discount allowed by some 
firms by doing so, and have NEVER found 
things as he states. 


Personally I have generally found much 
prompter attention when dealing through 


‘Eggs.’ Only once had I to complain, and 
then you had the matter settled for me in an 
entirely satisfactory manner. 

My farm has practically been equipped 
through the Society, and I for’ one shall fexe) 


niceties 
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on making use of a good thing when it is 
found. ; 
If some don’t appreciate your (efforts on 
members’ behalf, many do. Im one.”’ 
1 think this finally disposes of the Revd. Goodwin 
Courtman’s letter. 


THE 1926 S.P.B.A. REGISTER. 


We are now busily preparing the 1926 Register, 
and hope to make it at least as good as those 
that have preceded it. We have already received 
promises ef some articles from the pens of experts 
which will prove most useful and interestmg to 
our members. We shall be glad. to consider any 
articles of permanent interest from our members, 
those dealing with personal experiment will be 
most acceptable. The forms for the Registration 
of Pens are now ready, and will be sent on 
application. We would ask our members who 
wish to register their pens to read most carefully 
the full instructions sent out with the forms, and 
to note that only pens which exactly conform to 
the rules can be accepted. If this is carried out, 
much time and annoyance will be saved. Each 
year the Editor has to send back a number of forms 
which are incorrectly filled in, or which do not 
comply with the rules, and this causes delay and 
oftentimes disappointment. The forms when filled 
in should be sent to the Editor as soon as possible, 
and in no case can Registration Forms be accepted 
later than October 16th, All applications for 
Registration Forms should be sent to Rev. H. 
Mudie-Draper, 25, The Chase, Clapham Common, 
S.W.4. 


COUNCIL MEETING. 

Te imenthiy meeting of the Council was held at 
S P.B.A. Offices at Rudgwick, on Wednesidiay, Sept. 
9th. ‘Lhe President, Mrs. Hunter, was in the chair 
Present:——Miss Maddison, Mr. J. G. Kitson. Mr. Jobn 
Smart, Mr. EK. Bostock Smith, Mr. Lester Spumgeon, 
Mr. A. Harold Paine, Mr. J. H. Dowden, Mr. E. AS 
Meekings, Mr. Fietcher Hearnshaw, the Treasurer and 
Secretary. 

Srcrerary’s Report.—The Secretary reported that 
98 new members had been enrolled during August. 
This was a record for the month. The resolutions pre- 
sented by the delegates of the §.P.B.A. had been 
adopted by the National Poultry Parl iament. New 
members were coming in very rapidly. 

Treasurer’s REPort.—The Treasurer submitted his 
report, which was declared satisfactory, and adopted 
ion the proposal of Mr. Bostock Smith, seconded by 
Mr. Hearnshaw. It was agreed that the annual 
balance sheet should be published in “‘ Eggs ’’ betore 
the general meeting, and should be circulated at the 
meeting. 

Wuitrnayam ExpertMents.—The Secretary reported 
that he had visited Wellingham, with Mr. Meekings 
on the 7th inst. The birds in the intensive experiment 
were suffering from autumn colds, and egg production 
had suffered. They were of opinion that the birds had 
suffered a great deal during the heat wave in July, 


—_ 
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and it would be necessary to make certain alterations 
to the house to avoid this another year, more parti: 
cularly with regard to the roof, which, it was sugges 
ted, should be lined with three-ply wood. Except for 
ihe edids, everything was satisfactory, the birds were 
remarkably wall developed. With regard to the Light 
Sussex, which were fed on the special mash, whien 
hiad peen forraullated by the Secretary, the pulllets 
were especially welll grown, were in full iy, and the 
size of the egg was very satisfactory, the lamge 
majority beimg 2ozs. or lover. hi 


Exrexpine Exprertments —Mr. ‘Meekings moved 
“ "hat the tire has now arrived, when, in the intengst 
of members, the Association should start its own @e 
perimental farm.’’ In moving the resolution, Mr. 
Meckings said that practical experiments would be oi 
the greatest value to members, and he eould see no 
way in which the Council @ould more wisely spend the 
money which was at present earning a moderate 
interest. They could begin in a modest way, and the 
experiments could be of such a mature that even af they 
were. not self-supporting, the chamge on the Associa: 
tion yearly could not be a heavy one, and their mem. 
bers would appreciate the efforts made on their behalf, 
He hoped that the Council would accept the resolu, 
tion, and that ian-effort would be made to obtain land 
at Rudgwick, so that the work could be under the 
direct supervision of the Secretary. — : + 

Mr Bostock Smith seconded the resolution. He wat 
confident that valuable work would be done for mem 
bers, and there coulld be no better way of using thei 
money. He thought it advisable that the farm shoul 
be at Rudgwick, under Mir. Newman's supervision. — 

Mr. Fitson spoke in support of the resolution, anc 
asked the Secretany whether he knew of any lanc 
wheih could be obtained in Rudgwick likely to suit tht 
purpose. 3 | 

Mr Newman replied that he knew: of none at tha 
time. 

Severai other members spoke im swpport of the reso 
‘ution, which was then formally put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously. 3 

Mr. Meckings then proposed that a committee b 
elected, with power to ict, and authority to spend | 
sum not exceeding £500. This was agreed to, and th 
following were elected members of the committee:— 
Miss Maddison, Mr. Foulkes, Mr Spurgeon, Mt 
Meekings, Mr. Bostock Smith, Mr. Dowden. Th 
Seeretary was instructed to make enquiries in Rudg 
wick as to suitable lamd. 


| 

Genevan Murine ANp Dinwer.—It was decided tha 
the General Meeting should be held on the Wednesda! 
rif the Dairy Show week. In accordamee with the wis 
of the members, it willl not be held in the Agricultum 
Hall. Many of the members present lhad desired th: 
ia dinner should be held. The Counc! unanimous! 
agreed that this shioulid be so, and Mr. Kitson, at th 
request of members, kindly consented to fimd a suitao! 
place for the dinner and general meeting, which W 
agreed showld be held on the same day and in. th 
game place, Mr. Kitson, Mr. Bostock Smith, and tt 
Seerctary to form the Dinner Committee. 2 
Foop Percuise Scueme axp Discount SysTEM. - 
The Secretary said thalt a large number of meme 
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were pow taking part in the Food Purchase 
Seheme, und it was giving general satisfaction. 


Twenty firms were now acting for them, in thei 
different areas, and he was pleased to say that the 
firms were doing their utmost to co-operate with them. 
Two firrms had been struck off the ilist because they 
had not couformed to the samples which had been 
approved. ‘The total value of foods and appliances 
which they had purchased for their members for the 
financi:) year ending August 31st, was £25,567 9s. 9d. 
‘This has been a great strain on the staff, but the work 
had been accomplished in a most satisfactory manner 

ExireticN oF Cocncin.—tThe three retiring members 
of the Counci! are Miss Maddison, Mr. P. Hedworth 
Foulkes, and Mr. J. H. Dowden. All are eligible, and 


‘are offering themselves for re-election 


Wednesday, 


Date of next meeting was fixed for 
'Oetober 7th. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Shipley, Mrs,, c.o. Miss Maddison, Brookside, Dane Hull, Sussex. 
) Murray. K. A., College P.F., Roydon, King’s Lynn. 


Mathews, G., 14, Park Crescent, Worthing, Sussex 
near Shrewsbuzy. 
Walker, 7. 3, Hart Street, Droysden, Mancheste». 
Sinith, Miss U,, Lynwood, 18, Magdalen Road, Bexhill-on Sea. 
Poarett, H. J , Pan-y-lan P.F., Launeclls, Stratton, N. Cornwailil, 
Jenes, J., Sunnyside Bungalow, Lienfair P.G., Anglesey. 
Whacton, Miss L., Powerham Lodge, Spitai, Cbhestenfield. 
Lee, H. N., Newark Honse, Hempsted, Gloucester. 
Gardiner, k., “Stanroyd,’” Paton Road, Churchdown, Glos 
Robinson, ‘A., 14. Seylia Roud, Peckham Rye, 8.5.15. 
Pearcoy, Miss D. S., Kemendme, Dac.es Road, Forest Hall, 
S. EB 23. 
Stuttard, F.. 2, Greenfield Road, Small Holdings, Townley, 
Burnley. 
Taxton, W. P., Vatiersalls, Knightsbmidge, London. 
Bryant, Mirs,, 12, Holder’s Road, Amesbury, Salisbury. 
Thompson, §. 1'., ‘Durlston,” Durrington Lane, Hijglh 
Salvington ,near Worthing. 
Warren, H., Upwey, 181, Baldock Road, Letchiwor th, Herts. 
Garson, W., ‘Glen Morag,” 2nd Larkfield Road, Greenock. 
Hudson, Capt. R. G., The Bungalow, Burnham Norton, 
Kimg’s Lynn. 
Botting, W. J., 57, Victozia Street, Whitstable, Kent. 
Artus, F., Tudor Lodge, Hadleigh, Essex, 
Smith, P., Shipton Downs, near Buford, Oxfordshire. 
Gledhill, W.. 55. Well Meadow, Flowery Fieid, Hyde, Cheshire. 
Corby, T. J., The Kiln Road P.F., Thundersley, Essex. 
Boulton, O., Mousefield, Newbury, Berks. 
Poingdestre, Muss A., 14, St. Michael's Noad, Bedford. 
Haigh, P. N., he Grove, Stainland, near Halifax. 
Rynd, D., Snows, Nazeing, Essex. 
Moreian, E. E., 6, Long Oaks Avenue, Uplands, Swansen. 
Dean, Mrs., Allandene, Lomond Grove; Moreton, Cheshire. 
Exley, N., Main Street, Esholt, near Shipley, Yorks. 
Lavelle, J. A. Tullygally, Lungan, Co Armagh. . 
Alexander. J., Glengorm, Kirkton Avenue, Kast Kilbride, 
Lanarkshire. 
Dawson, J. A., High Street, Laureacekirk, 
Parke, A E., Edgehill, Wadhurst. 
Hemsley, F.. North View, Wadhinist. 
Rosedale, Mrs., The Hermitage, Wadburst. 
Harvey. Capt. W. F. J., Bungtore Cottage, Rudgwick, Sussex. 
Donaldson, D.. Hast Angrove, Great Ayton, Yorks. 
Quinn, G., Albert Road, Croydon, Survey. 
Forsyth, F., 27, Canning Road, Croydon, Surrey 
Ladyswalk Poultry Farm, Ltd., Auport, ‘Andover. 
Dudley, H. E., Baronmead P.F., Rothenwick, Basingstoke, 
. Hants. 
Hammond, A. J., Plas Newydd Home Harm, Lianfair P.G,, 
Anglesey. 
Jebson, G. H., Lidgett Lane P-F.. West JEnd, Skelmanthorpe. 
Wilson, E., The Bungalow. Petterton. Berwick-in- EImet. 
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Yiister, Mr., Blindley Heath, South Godstone, Surrey. 
Blake, C. F., 6, Lennox Road, Walthamstow, 12,17. 
Wadsworth, Mrs., Towe’s Hill, Maigheragail, Lisburn, 
N. Treland. 
Thomes. J. H., Cedar Cottage, Inscombe, Daiyvlish, Devon. 
Smith, E. D., Stanley Lodge P.F., Kempshott, near 
Basingstoke. 
Nedwell, Mrs. M., Dainy amd P,F., Coolshinney, Magherafelt, 
Co. Derry. 
Pierpoint, R., Daleshurst, Dalestorth, Mansfield, Notts. 
Nind, P.. W., Godshill, Fordingbridge, Hants. 
Hawthorn, G. H., 146, Sovéreign. Road, Coventry. 
Dalton, R., Glen View. Cottage, Sheffield Lane Bottom, 
Ecclesfield. 
Marsh, F. R., Hurst House, Heskim, near Chorley. 
Wight, C. C., Huithwaite Bank P.F.. Thurgoland, Sheffield. 
Bonwick, A. F., *‘Temsvue,"’-The Chase, Leechiayple Lane, 
Oxford Street, Lanuzdon Hiils. 
Golden, Mis. I’. Caffin-, The Hawthorns, Portsmouth Raad, 
Woolston, Southampvon. 
Best. #. A., Westerland, near Paignton, 8. Devon, 
Mardell, W.C , Brayseroft, Willian, Herts. 
Leisham, Mrs. E. S., Broomrigg, Sarisbury Greeu, Hants. 
Revill, Albert, 24 Wilkin ‘Street, Chitherce, Lianes. 
Buckley, J. H., Holmwood, Spuxstow, “Terporley 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 

The Third Annual General Meeting was held in 
the Temperance Hall, Keighley, on September 2nd. 
Mr. Fred Slee presided. There was a very gocd 
attendance. Lhe minutes of last general meeting 
were taken as read, confirmed, and signed. The 
Treasurer reported a /oalance in hand and in the 
bank of £16 17s. 6d., also £50 invested in the 
Yorkshire Fedevation Laying Test. => Fhe 
Secretary’s report went to show that the society 
continued to make progress. There were still 
over one hundreds members, although several 
members had left the district and fallen out of 
the ranks. The following officials were elected :— 
Hon. President, Mrs. Clay, M.B.E., Long Preston; 
President, Mr. Frank Snowden, Cowling; Vice- 
Presidents, Messrs. F. W. Smith, Harold Walker, 
and Alf. Sawyer; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. H. Butter- 
field, Denholme; Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Wilson, Den- 
holme; Hon. Auditors, Messrs. H. Dixon and 
Watson M. Walker; Delegates to the Yorkshire 


Federation Council Meetings, Mrs. Clay, Mrs. 
Wilson, Messrs. F. Snowden, H. Walker, and A. 
Sawyer. | Committee elected were: Mrs. G. M. 


Barker, Miss Marsden, Miss Stott, Messrs. F. 
Slee, H. Buckley, -Joe Hey, S. Preston, G. H. 
Feather, S. Hartley, Ed. Hodgson, H. Reynard, 
S. Naylor, J. H..Brayshaw, T. W. Wilson, J. 
Paget, and F. Newiss. 

On the proposition of Mr. Reynard, seconded 
by Mr. J. H. Brayshaw, and which was unani- 
mously agreed to, the Secretary was instructed to 
write to Mr. Frank Snowden and congratulate him 
on his election to the Executive Committee of the 
National Poultry Council, and assure him that the 
members appreciated the honour reflected on the 
society by the election of their President to such 
an important position. 

It was resolved that an addition ke made to 
Rule 3, namely: “‘ That members of the S.P.B.A. 


residing outside the fifteen mile radius covered 
(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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The Cure & Prevention of all Diseases 
of Poultry associated with their 
Respiratory Organs, 


Known As 


COLDS, 


CATARRH, OR ROUP, DIPHTHERITIC 
ROUP, MOUTH CANKER, BIRD POX, OR CON- 


TAGIOUS EPITHELIOMA, Ete. 
By ALBERT H. BRAIN. 


“SES. ae 
CHAPTER I. 


As a practical specialist, working for many years 
in trying to investigate problems which meals so much 
to the poult uy -keeper—wheth er he or she be of the 
Poultry Farming class or a small poultry- keeper—it 
has always heen my object to pursue such lines of 
reasoning and investigation for the prevemtion and 
treatment of disease, that were not only logical and 
informative, but easy and simple to apply, and above 
all, econornieal. Let me say here, and now, that I do 
not pose as a Scientist, though: it as admitted that 
nearly all my work is guided along selentifie lives, in 
conjunction with absolute personal ‘practice in the field 
or poultry house. 

My first real incentive to try to find a cure, and, if 
possible, preventive for all such diseases associated 
with Roup, folilowed the devastating outbreak we had 
at the Midland Laying Test during 1919, 1920 amd 
1921 During that time we tried every known form of 
treatment of Diphtheritic Roup amid Bird Pox, ete., 
‘neluding inoeulation, serums, and pens from 
America. Holland, Belgium, France, and besides a 
few sent from private sources in our own Bae: 

Not one of these specifics proved entirely satistac- 
tory, the cost in most instances proving prohibitive 
from a commerciall standpoint. 

The best of the vaccines and serums did niot provide 
immunity from simple colds or catarrh, nor will any- 
thing else if the birds happen to be in contact for any 
leneth of time with draughty or poorly ventilated 
housing, which jpredispose such a condition of Roup. 

Among young stock, where always we find a ten- 
dency te crowd, ian outbreak of colds is always to be 
feared, and it is from this source that the more highly 
malignant from of Diphtheritic Roup, Canker, and Bird 
Pox type develop. The latter cases are what are 
termed the Dry Roup family, and are the worst and 
most formidabie type to combat, particularly if allowed 
to get welll settled in’ a flock. 

The wet roup stage includes the early stages of the 
disease, such as Colds or Catarrh, as indicated by 
lrothing eyes, running nostrils, saliva thickening in 
the throut, followed by swollen face or eye roup, 
which can only be eured by removing from the housing 
and roosting conditions which are undoubtedly eaus- 
ing the trouble. Wet so as mot contagious, but its 
development to the diry state is, and severely so. 

Any poultry-keeper who is getting continual casas 
here and there iof Wet Roup, should immediately have 
his poultry housing in eae Maybe such trouble 
only occurs at certain stages of the year when the 
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trade winds are blowing in ia certain direction, ag { 
cause anicreased draught j in the pen. 

The method of housing and ventillatiom, particullal 
where lage fiocks are kept together, cannot be studie 
too closely, or thoir mamufacture made too aanefullls 
Weill-matured dry timber of no Jess thaa Sin. thiel 
ness (better to use lin., by far), closely tongued an 
srooved, and tightened ‘by clamping each sectio 
befor nailing on to the cross members.is importan: 
Wiis with timber that opens after it has been stanc 
ing some time, leaving nicks and crevices for draugh 
to pierce through, is folly of the worst kind, and wi 
have tc be paid for sooner or later. — 2. 

Mamy people do not appear to worry over such. The 
say: “‘Oh, well, we intend to nail felting all alon 
outside when the bad weather comes,’’ and gemeral] 
wait until they are in trouble. Personally, I do ne 
like the house that has to be felted outside, {{ 
between the felt and timber walls of olid houseg 
have seen “nillions of red mite congregate and live, W 
know where these fed at night, and why many flock 
are nit producing the egos “they should do, why th 
birds always appear to be light in weight, why the 
mever look really fit and, abundantly heailthy, alway 
on the anaemic or debilitated side, ete. The red mit 
and body dice willl generally tell you why ; if not these 
the other type of parasite, which are living 6 
thousends of our birds to-day. I. refer now to th 
intestinal worm, ‘a subject ion which I will be mot 
explanatory later. 

It is mentioned now because of the many eg 
tributory causes to ill-health in stock, which mean f 
so much non-success in mamy places, people whio ail 
losing money at ‘the business, and will not be wis 
enough to seek advice until it is too late. qj 

How many peope who have iost their all and gon 
out of the Poultry Karming business, that could thay 
been saved, 90 per cent I say, if they had onlly hee 
alive to the real matters in connection with the 
birds, and afiter alll it is the continuous giood thealt 
coniditions of the flock on every farm which determin| 
the results shown on the profit gide of the balane 
sheet each year. See the mumerous cases of sick 
chickens of some farmers each year, the long dirooy 
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by the branch would be accepted ienbars to th 
branch on the payment of a subscription of 5] 
per annum.” 

It was decided to accept Mr. Percy Wainwright. 
offer to come and lecture on October 7th, a 
subject will be ‘‘ True Utility.”’ The date fixe 
for Miss Hillaby’s visit was February 3rd, 192¢ 
Her subject offered was ‘‘ Successful Poultry, 
Keeping.” ; 


Seven new members were elected for membei 


ship. 


] 


] 

A Black Leghorn cockerel given-by the Secre 
ve for a guessing competition during the ever 
ing resulted in the sum of 13/9 being added t 
the Show Funds. 
Votes of thanks were tendered to all official 


for their services rendered. | 


(Mrs.) A. WILSON, Hon. Sec, | 
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ng wings, short-backed specimens, and the reader 
gets to grip with the bogey at once, 

Having set out to study the -whole’ course and 
development of the trouble, and with the aid of splen- 
did help amd advice from noted pathologists and 
‘bacteriolegists, 1 began to formulate a system olf cure 
‘that held out the greatest lhiope, one ‘that ultimately 
ayolved itself into the present Visol method of treat- 
‘ment. 

When called im to handle the outbreak on Mr. 
Toovey’s farm, I did so with the utmost confidence, 
for those ussoaiated with me knew so well how speedily 
the disease could be brought under contro! and cured, 
if only the whole job was treated correctly along 
organised systematic lines. 
| Having about 6,500 birds with which to deal (over 
2,000 had died when: 4 toolkx over), over 7C per eent. 
being more or iess affected with every stage.of Roup 
disease, the mate of the increase of the slisease bid 
fair to wreck the whole farm, had it gone on for 
‘another month. Obviousily. there was no time for 
individual treatment. What hiad to be done had to 
be done swiftly. : 

| A mass aittack was made, and thlat is one of the 
principal points of usefulness of the Viso! method : 
One that is designed for use as flock treatment, and 
so will save tire and extra labour.. 

Within a few days of getting to real work, improve- 
ment ali round was conspicuous, and by the end of 
the thira week the accumulative rate of progress had 
completely conquered the deadly scourge of Avian 
Diphtheria and Bird Pox, and Visol had won through 
its biggest victory since it began its conquest of 
Diiphittheritic Rioup and Bird Pox a few years ago, first 
in minor cases, until undefeated it has destroyed the 
Diphtheritic Virus, wherever it has been used. 

It is surprising the ignorance ‘that prevails in this 
Matter. Since publicity has been given to Mr. 
Toovey’s outbreak, T have been inundated with letters 
appealing for practical information on how to dis- 
tinguish the different forms of Rowp iand its develop- 
ment. Many people have gone astray im their callculia- 
tions, beaause of their failure to differentiate even 
between ordinary mouth ulcer and diphtheritic canker, 
or the wart-like scab on the face and wattiles, and 
Bird Pox 

| As we gio along I willl endeavour to describe the 
differences, but first of alll let me say that the origin 
of all diseases of the respiratory organs is, in the 
beginning, Cold or Simple Nasal Catarrh In order to 
‘emphasise the importance of removing the contributory 
‘gases, first of alll Iam going to mention these now. 

The causes contributing to this ialment—at first so 
simple—may generally ‘be found in the system of 
housing. 
| Insufficiently tventilated \pens, or, on the jother 
hamd, ver ventilation, where cold air sweeps con- 
ftinually across the birds, either whille they roost or in 
Moor draughts, catching ‘them from alll sides, cause 
Funning nostrils. and if these are not attended to, 
‘guickty clog, inflammation of the membrane sets up, 
jand finally results in roup. Why ‘this is more subject 
{6 pernicicus development among poultry than similar 
‘ailments among human beings, the reader will soon 
legen. 

) 


It is necessary here to make an introduction ex- 
planatory to the above from a biological standpoint. 
It is widely :nown-ihat alll species classed as Aves 
(bird-life), in which our domestic fowls are classed, 
possess no sweat glands. Thus being unable to per- 
spire, they have to md their blood of impurities in 
other ways, chief among these being the respiratory 
organs. In this manner, by the process of oxygena- 
tion of the blood, the serous blood traversing the lungs 
and emitting the poisons to these organs, will release 
thern through the respiratory system of exhalation to 
be passed off as Carbon-diioxide and other gases into 
the air. 

Birds having no other opportunity such as we have 
of getting rid of their blood impurities, through their 
skin by perspiration, Nature lin her mechanical design 
affords but one method of escape, and that through 
the respiratory organs, nostrils and mouth 


(To be Continued). 


FH}! MIDLAND LAYING TEST. 


As announced in our advertisement columns last week, the 
Seventh Midland Laying ‘Test will begin on Monday, Nov. 3rd of 
this year, and finish on October 2nd of mext year. The latest 
date that entries can be received (prospective competitors should 
note this) is Thursday, October 15th. ‘his: is the last ‘test to, be 
held-on the old ground at Handsworth, where some very wonder- 
ful records have been made. ‘Lhe mext one will be om the new 
test ground, with am-entirely new plant. which will be right up 
to date One hundred pounds in prize money, gold, silver and 
bronze medals is to be awarded All communications should he 
made to Mr. A. M. Brain, 63, Old Meeting Street, West Bromwich. 


THE “SERIAL” TEST, SKEGNESS, With MONTH. 


Exhibition Section (Standard Bred), A.V.—ist, 8S. Outhwaite, 
Exchequer Leghorns, 8238 eggs; 2nd, J. B. Hardcastle, Flower Birds 
629 eggs: 3rd, Major R. G.. Mundy, Light Sussex, 685 eggs. 

White Wyandotte Section (Six Pullets).—ist, H. Lee, 1,092 eggs; 
2nd, F. O. Tomlinson, 973 eggs; 3rd. A. Snowden, 957 eggs. 

Rhode I Red or Light’ Sussex Section.—ist, Mrs. D. HK. Greens- 
lade, 864 eggs; 2nd, A. Snowden, 828 eggs, Srd, R. B. Dobson, 
620 eg2s. 

White Leghorn Section,—ist, F. C. Tomlinson, 1,025 eggs; 2nd, 
H. Ashton, 931 eggs; 3rd, A. Snowden, 961 eggs. 

A.O, Variety.—ist, P. Jarvis, Buff Rocks, 748 eggs; 2nd, W. 
Rowe, Barnevelders, 771 eggs; 3rd, F. C. Tomlinson, Black Leg- 
hicrns, 673 eggs. 

Small Breeders (Heavy Breed), Single Bird.—tst, Miss Tallis, 
Australorp, 219 eggs; 2nd, J. K. Peach, R.I.R., 187 eggs; ard, B 
Franklin, W Wyandotte, 144 eggs. 

Sniall Breeders (Light Breed), Single Bird—tet. C. Carruthers, 
W. Leghorn, 210 eggs: 2nd, H. J Stione, W. Leghorn, 194 eggs; ard, 
B. Franklin, W. Leghorn, 173 eggs. 

Best Individual Bird Scores for the 308 days are:—ist, A, 
Snowden, W. Wyandotte, 251 eggs; 2nd, H. Lee, W. Wyandotte 236 
eggs: 3rd, H. Lee. W. Wyamidotte, 204 eggs. 

The Best Individual Rird Scores for the last 28 days are:— 
Nos. 14, 195, 222, and 262, with 25 eges each; 187 and 120, with 24 
eggs each; and 75 per cent. of the remainder with 20 and up- 
wards, and a tlock average of 14.62. 


YORKSHIRE FEDERATION INTERNATIONAL LAYING TEST, 
HELD AT OTLEY. 


First ten positions at end of eleventh month for Cups and 
Specials offered to members of Keighley and District Branch of 
the SPRB.A., Class ©.:— 

Section 9 Any Variety Light Breed—i, W. Wharton, Keigh- 
lev ‘W.L.). eggs laid 226; 2, J. and W. Brayshaw, Lees Moor, 
Keighley .W.L), 219;-3, S. Hartley, Haworth (W.L.), 208; 4, B. and 
W. Atkinson, Thornton (Bf.L.), 209; 5, Wright amd Fortune, 
Keighley -(Ex.L.}. 202; 6. W Thompson, Keighley (Blk.L.), 204; iP 
J. Paget, Keighley (W.L.), 179; 8, J. Fisher, Cowling (Bik. Es)? 
185: 9, 9 Preston, Haworth (W.L.), 171; 10, H. Kershaw, Keighley 
(W.L.), £06. 3 ’ 

Section 10 Any Variety Heavy Breed.—i, H Downsbrough, 
Bradshaw, Halifax, eggs laid 241; 2, Mrs. Hawksworth. Pooi 
(W W.), -197: 3, Alf. Sawyer, Crosshills (R.I.R.), 190; 4, H. Downs- 
brough (W.W.). 204; 5, J- Brown, Glusburn (RI.R), 166; 6, Mrs. G. 
M Barker. Cullingworth (W.W.), 191; 7, Wright and Fortune. 
Keighley (W.W.), 170; 8, Ellis Mawson, E. Morton (R.I.R.), 189: 9, 
Tom Marks, Oakhill, Somerset (L.S.), 192, 10. Fred Slee, Keighley 
(Bf.R.), 161 


FONE OOW ANE Pao 


September 16th, 


Market Report. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER Ilth, 15725, 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—New British wheat is in 
fair supply and slightly cheaper at London and Hull. the 
average quotation being about lis. 8d. per cwt. as compared with 
12s. in the corresponding week of last year, while samples suit- 
able for seed purposes make 12s. to 1és. per cwt. at London. 
Fine samples of new unglish malting barley are scarce, and at 
London realise up to 20s. per cwt., while other samples make 
13s. 9d. to 183. 9d. per cwt. New crop home-grown oats are 
sparingly offered at most markets, but are cheaper on the 
week, prices at London declining to 9s. 10d. for white varieties 
and to 9s. 4d. per ewt. for black oats. f 

Imported wheat is in moderate demand and prices mostly 
record little alteration on the week. Foreign barley maintains 
recent prices at Hull and Liverpool, but at other markets most 
descriptions meet a dull trade at easier rates. A moderate 
demand exists for imported oats and quotations have an easier 
tendency. Maize is again cheaper at all markets, the average 
price for Argentine Leing about 10s. per cwt. as against 10s. 7d. 
a week ago. 

Millings offals- are niostly unchanged in value, but at 
London bran and coarse middlings, owing to a good demand, 
have advanced 2s. 6d. per ton. Coarse middlings are also dearer 
at Bristol. Maize products have declined in sympathy with the 
lower prices ruling for maize, and barley meal is also cheaper. 
Oil cakes meet a slow trade, and at London are from 2s. 6d. 
to 7s .6d. per ton cheaper on the week. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS,—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 15s; Hull, 
£7 28; Liverpool, £7 10s; London, £7 5s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
£9; Hull, £8 12s; London, £8 10s. Middlings—rine (smported): 
London, £9 7s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £10; Hull, £9 5s; 
Liverpool, £9; London, £8 5s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £8; 
Hull, £7 5s; Liverpool, £7 10s, London, £7 5s. Rice Bran: 
Bristol, £7 17s; Liverpool. £7 5s. MEAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, 
£11 10s; Hull, £11 8s: London, £12 28. Maize Meal: Bristol, 
£11 15s; Hull, £10 17s; Liverpool, £11 10s; London, £12 5s. Maize 
Meal (8. African): Bristol, £11: Hull, £9 17s; London, £9 15s. 
Maize Germ Meal: Hull, £10 15s: London, £10 5s. Maize Gluten 
Feed: Bristol, £11 15s, London, £10. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Week-end Prices--Eggs (per 120): British, 20s 3d, 17s 0d; Irish, 
19s 6d, 18s 6d; Danish, 19s 6d, 18s 3d; Dutch, 20s Od, 18s 9d; 
French, 19s 6d, 18s. 6d; Belgian, 183 3d, 17s 3d; Italian, 17s 6d, 
16s 6d; Lithuanian, 15s 0d, 14s 0d: Polish, 13s 0d, 12s 0d; Chinese, 


13s 6d, 12s Od; Russiam, 13s 6d, 12s 6d. 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 8d, is 4d: Irish, 
as a on Od; Others, 1s 6d, 1s id. Ducks, 1s 4d, 11d. Geese, 
$ ; : 


EGGS. 


_ Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 34d; Second, 2s 2d. Birmingham: 
First, 28 14d; Second, 2s 0d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 4d; Second, 
2s 34d. Chelmsford: First, 283 04d; Second, 1s 114d. Colchester: 
First, 2s 3d; Second, 1s 103d. Doncaster: First, 2s 3d; Second, 
2s id. Dorchester: First, 2s 24d: Second, 2s 2d. Exeter: First, 
2s Od. Hereford: First, 1s 10d. King’s Lynn: First, 2s 0d; 
Second, is 10d. Llandilo First, 2s id; Second, 2s 0d. Mold: First, 
2s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. Montgomery: First, 1s 10d. Newport (Mon.): 
First, 2s 3d; Second, 2s id. Necrwich: First, 2s 1d. Oswestry: 
First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s id. Penzamce: First, 1s iid; Second, 
1s 10d. Saffron Walden: First, 2s 34d; Second, 2s 19d. St. Ives 
(Hunts): First, 1s 1id; Second, 1s 10d. Salisbury: First, 2s 4d; 
Second, 2s 3d. Skipton: First, 1s iid. Truro: First, 1s °10d; 
Second, 1s 9d. Welshpool: First, 25 1d; Second, 2s 0d. *QOarlisle: 
First, 2s 0d. *Derby: First, 2s 1d. *Ipswich: First, 2s 3d; Second, 
1s 9d. *Lincoln: First, 2s 3d. *Shrewsbury: First, 2s 3d; Second, 
2s 2d. *York: First, 2s 3d; Second, 2s 2d. 

FOWLS. 

Per lb.--Birmingham: First, 1s 3d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
First, t6s (Cd; Second, t5s Od. Exeter: First; 1s 4d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 3d; Second, is 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 5d. 
Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 9d; Second, 1s 4d. Truro: First, is 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 5d; Second, is 4d. *Derby: First, t5s 0d; 
Second, t4s 0d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 6d. *Lincoln: First, +t5s 6d; 
Second, tis 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d: Second, 1s 4d. *York: 
First, t5s 0d; Second, t4s 0d. 


DUCKS. 


Per 1lb.—Birmingham: First, is 3d; Second, 1s 0d. Doncaster: 
First, t6s Cd; Second, t6s 0d. Exeter: First, is 3d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 3d; Second, 1s 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 6d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 3d; Second, 1s 0d. *Derby: First, t4s 6d: 
Second, t3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 5d. *York: First, +t5s 6d; 
Second, tds 0d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. + Per head. 


—— 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to cons 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
** Eggs’ to their poultry-keeping friends. e 


Subscriptions to “ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. | 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex, 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The Beee 
Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should 
addressed to Mr. S$. H. Burles, * Eggs,” 4, Farncombe &ti 
London, $.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


4 


NEWMAN, | 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing te the ever-increasing circulation of “ Eggs,” i 
imperative that new advertisemcnts and alterations are rece 
by PFiRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in 
foliowing Wedmesday’s issue. It is hardly necessary to add | 
the earlier in the week we receive copy @ better it is for ey 
eae eomoorned. 


PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless ( 
plete copy is to hand by FIRS£ POST ON THE MONI 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISS 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND DINNER, | 


At the last annual meeting of S.P.B.A. certain defil 
questions were put to the members, which were very deeidi 
answered. First, it was clearly the opinion of all present | 
the meeting of 1925 should not be held at the Dairy Show, | 
equally emphatic was the reply to the second question, that | 
meeting should be held durmg Dairy Shaw week, later im 
afternoon than usual. Further, there was a hope expressed tf 
arrangements might be made for holding a dinner, p 

The Council has accordingly acted on all these resolutit 
and has pleasure in announcing that the Annual General M 
ing will be held in * The Council Chamber ’’ of the Holl 
Restaurant (entrance from Newton Street) an 7 


October 21st, 1925, at 4.380 in the afternoon precisely. 
Following the business meeting, a dinner, at which 
Hunter, President of the §.P.B.A., will preside, will be | 
in the King’s Hall, of the Holbom Restaurant. Reception 
6.80. Dinner at 7 p.m. ‘Tickets will be 10/6 each, exclusive 
wines, but including all tips to waiters, head waiter, and ¥ 

waiter. 
Tt is camestly requested that early application be made | 
tickets. as a heavy demand is expected, and accommneaaaa 
limited to about 250 seats. Tickets will be posted on Oct 
l4th. It may be impossible to comply with applications recel 
after that date. Until it is found how many members wish) 
aitend the dinner, it will not be possible to arrange for tl 
'o bring guests. Application for tickets to be made to | 
Mr. TOM NEWMAN, Rudgwick, Sussex. 
Envelopes to be marked ‘‘ Dinner.’’ 
Cheques or postal orders must accompany applications | 
tickets. All applications will be dealt with strictly in rotati 
Morning dress will be wor. 
| 
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| ae a as Saas Saw: 


'Fowls be Housed, including Nesting accommodation, at 4/6 per Bird ? 
THEY CAN BY USING 


A SUPER “APEX” as shown below. 


WHEN WERE 
APEX HOUSES 
INTRODUCED? 


IT can remember 
one being put on 
the market similar 
to the smail!l illus- 
tration as far back 
as 1900 by ~ the 
well - known 
Randolph © Meech; 
this was then generally made 6 ft. square. 

WHY should we not go back to old ideas if they can be 
improved on? Mr. ©. Winthrope Somerville has intro- 
duced a system of ventilation on the induction princip‘e, 
which can be applied also to various designs of houses, 
but more especially to the Apex House. After taking up 
this idea I found it so perfect that after Mr. Somerville 
approached me on the manufacturing of these houses to 
embody his principle I DECIDED TO DO S80. I should 
not have done this had I no faith in the system, as readers 
of ‘‘Eegs’’ know full well that I will not put on the 
market anything I have not myself tried and found to 
be right. 


ww 


‘SUPER’ APEX SHOWN ABOVE is 64 ft. 
12 ft. wide and has 500 1925 Leghorn pullets housed 
t deor at éach end in~ centre, thus allowing a 
card with 2 perches on either side. It is quite 
that the larger the number of birds the betiter ‘the 
‘ulation. The glass is on both sides every aiternate 
jo that you get a much better civeulation of light an 
| house. No- other light is provided. We-thave lo 
I, careful in adding too much light, mone especially 
it may come in contact with the birds at roosting 
is glass means also cold in the winter time, so all 
‘ht is arranged on the floor, where required. You 
tice at the end of illustration a separate shed, this 
ilaying shed with sufficient nests for the flock; no 
‘are placed in the house itself, which is a great 
‘and the expense is not so much. Of course, it 
be absurd to say this floor space is sufficient for 
ds; it is not. Same people have natural shelter. 
) myself provided an Apex Scratching Shed without 
30 ft. long, 12 ft. wide, which cost as not more 
|/- per bird, so you have the coinplete outfit at 5/6 


Md. 


I have one 500-bird house in full operation, and another 

( 500-bird is completed to take 500 adults. Everyone 

knows, I think, that I am a Small Unit man, but so 

satisfied I am concerning the capabilities of this house 
that Iam going so far with it. 


PRICES. 
SMALL. HOUSES AS PER CATALOGUE. 


The above House, carriage to your station, or perhaps 
delivered by motor to your door, 


£112 10 O 


including nests. 
30 x 12 Scratching Shed, £25 10 0, 
I CANNOT AFFORD AT THIS PRICE TO ILLUS- 
TRATE THIS HOUSE EVERY WEEK, BUT PLEASE 


SEND FOR CIRCULAR, WHICH WILL EMBODY 
ALL FEATURES, 


A. SYDENHAM HANNAFORD, ms.p.t.4, HamworTHY JUNCTION, DORSET. ) 


September 16th, 19 3 


AT STAND 95, ALTRINCHAM SHOW. 
Sept. 23rd, exhibition of Utility Stock Cockerels and Pullets 
bred by 
D. COODWIN PREECE, M.N.U.P.S., & P.C., 
ALBRIGHT HUSSEY PEDIGREE POULTRY FARM, 
Near SHREWSBURY. 

Pedigree Breeder of Utility White Wyandottes, White 
Leghorns, R.I.R.’s, and Light Sussex. 


Prominent positions in leading laying trials for over 13 years. 
Hatching, laying, and weight records kept. 


White W vanidotte ae Tenia of the ist Class Certificate Pen, 

Harper-Adamy’ Trials, 1924.° Hen No. 480 Record te Eggs in 
in 48 weeks (230 1st Grade). Dam’s Record 2 

Stock Cockerels pedigreed from individual hens a Sarees 

BREEDING HENS with complete 12 months records, and 

1925 PULLETS for SALE at commercial prices. 

Designer and maker of the famous “ Albright” Patent 

Foster Mothers, and Modern Houses and Appliances, which 

will also be shown on 


STAND 95 at ALTRINCHAM SHOW. 
SPECIAL LIST OF STOCK COCKERELS ON APPLICATION. 


POULTRY HOUSES 

The money you invest in PHIPPS’ 

Poultry Houses will earn a splendid 

Carriage Paid-in dividend in healthier hens and the 
England and maximum yield of eggs — fully 

Wales. justifying the expenditure. 

Ask your fellow Poultry Farmers 

Phipps’ what they think of PHIPPS’ Houses 
“TWYEORD” —they will tell you, as hundreds 
Intensive House. have told me, that there are none 
In. sizes? from better, either for efficiency, quality 

7ft. 6in. to 100ft. or value. 

in length. 

Prices from 
£5 19 0, 


Write NOW for 124-Page Catalogue, 
post free. 


_ A. E, W, PHIPPS. 
Midland Works, Harborne, Birmingham. 


MARTSMITH 


TRADE maRYS 


Catalogue 
Post 
Frie. 


Look Ahead ! ! 


All the important 
firms and flourishing 
businesses. of . modern 
times have hbeen- built 
up by looking ahead. 
In the Poultry Indus- 
try the finest way to 
look ahead is by in- 
serting an advertise- 
ment in the S§.P.B.A. 
Register, as by this 
means your name will 
be constantly before 
all the keenest Poultry 
Keepers for the whole 
of 1926. 

The Eleventh Edition 
is uow in course of 
preparation, and as we 
shall shortly be clos- 
ing for press, send 
your instructions 
NOW so that a space 
may be reserved for 


you 
RATES. 
For Members— 
2 Pages Facing £7 10 0 


i <Pare- pas ene 4 0-0 
4 Page oes 25°90 
Ais PAROS xian Ses 15 0 
For Non-Members— 
2 Pages peers £9 7-6 
1Page 5 0-0 
e. Pacer... 215 0 
AD Berd ss. 110 0 


Orders should be 
sent to:— 


Ss. H. EVERUES, 
Advertisement Manager, 
S.P.B.A, REGISTER, 
94, FARNCOMBE ST. 
LONDON, S.E.16, 


Boon to Poultry Keeper 


For Limewashing and Spraying. 


Martineau & Smith, Sawnonaw, 


INSIST ON MARTSMITH. 
This Trade Mark is on ever 
Machine, and without it none ar 
genuine. Known the world over thi 
famous ‘“ Martsmith"” mark safe 
guards users against worthks 
imitations. 

It is the Mark of 

QUALITY AND RELIABILITY, 7 


The only way 
to cleans 
cracks 

crevices 
buildings fron 
disease and 
insect pests. 


PRICE 
35/- each. 


(Bucket not 
supplied). 


Brass Lance 
with Lime- 
washing ~ 
Nozzle, — 
9/6 extra. 


No. S 20. 


No, 22.) 


WIGH GRADE 
Pedigree Breeding Stack 


White Wyandottes 


(Tom Barron's Strain). 


1924 L2 Hens with winter records — 
to 70 eggs, 12/- to 15/- each. Stock ae | 
from hens with records of 200 to 262 eg 
sire’s dam 275 eggs, blood-tested, 2 
guineas each. Ditto from L2 hens, 
dam 250 eggs, 21/- each. 


si 


Fe, 


- 


=F 


White Leghorns 


(Padman’s. Strain). 


1923 and 1924 L2 Hens, bred from het 
records of 200 to 248 eggs, and a 
average of 213 eggs in pullet axe 

10/- to 12/- each. 


1925 April-hatched Pullets, same 
15/- each. Stock Cockerels, 21/: 


These birds are aill from my vel 
‘* Bred-to-Lay ’’ strains, with up¥ 
10 years’ consistent good breeding 
them. Strong, vigorous, and im per 
health. Carriage paid and on” 

approval— 


Major Haden 


Netherby Hall, SEDGLEY, STA 


Wednesday, September 23rd, 19235. 


-— THE 4 
SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDER 


(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLPH MEECH). 


istered at the G.P.0. as a Newspaper. Edited by TOM NEWMAN. Twelve Months Post Free 12/8 
fb oe Copyright. Price TWOPENCE. iivee Monihe. 2c Nae al 


Qe 


R.I. RED, SON OF No. 54, R.I. RED, “ DELAWARE PRINCESS.” 


Laid 230 230zs, eggs in 12 months and only once 246 Cas. Best hen in my winning penx, North 
broody in 3 years.  Sire’s Dam “Ruby Queen.” American International Laying Trials. 


Bred by and the Property of 
W. M. Golden, 
Eaglesfield Poultry Farm, Leire, Rugby. 
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MAIZE GRITS= Very Best. 


£11 10s. per ton. 


WHY NOT BUY YOUR MASHES AND CORN AT 
MARK LANE PRICES? : 
Reduce Food and Labour Costs—Increase Your Egg Yield! 
THE VERY BEST INGREDIENTS AND CAREFUL MIXING 
GUARANTEED. 
Assorted order or any one grade. iton. 10 cwts. 5 cwts. 


Tom Newman’s Laying on Ae a8, 2-9 

Growing Mash So 14 141 11 3 
Tom Newman’s Breeding Mash 114 411 12 0 
Poultry Mixture, sifted, very 

best 12 
Maize Grits—no ‘better obtain- 

able as 41 
Ground Oats—the genuine article 12 
No. 2 Canada Western Oats 
Meat and Bone Meal Rees 
Yellow. Maize Meal or White ... 
Maize Gluten Meal... _.. 
Alfalfa Meal—vyery best quality 
Soya Bean Meal (Extracted) . 
Oyster Shell es 6 
Cockle Shell or best Flint “Grit 4 
Per cwt. free on rails at Horley Stn. Delivered within 15 
miles at small advance. For smaller quantities add 3d. per 
cwt. to 5 cwt. prices. Carriage paid prices quoted, also 


any other article and samples supplied. Granaries always 
open—you can watch miiing and examine ingredients. 


F. A. YOUNC, Junr., 
Farmers’ Service Stores, STATION ROAD, HORLEY. 


Bankers: Barclays, Horley *Phone: Horley 279. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Unsolicited Testimonials Sent. 
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The “ Bey down” 
Pre-eminent Strain 
deserve praise and get it 

¢ 
3 


THIS WEEK’S TESTIMONIAL, 


“The pen of Rhode Island Red hens which you sup} 
plied me with last Autumn have done very well indeed 
and their chicks have been very easy to rear. I shall be 

glad if you will quote me for a White Leghorn cockerel,” 


(Signed) D. R., Sittingbourne. E| 


SPECIAL OFFER OF 
BLACK LECHORN PULLETS, 
10/6 and 15/-. 


ALSO INDIVIDUALLY RECORDED 1924 HEN 


AND INDIVIDUALLY PEDIGREED COCKEREL 
in our five varieties: 
W.L., B.L., W.W., R.LR., L.S. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex, 
SH 
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—EXTENSIBLE UNIT BUILDINGS—— 
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Dita Ngai ogks 


Three Type L All- Pariose Hdiiaes: each 50ft. x 15ft., accommodating 200 pullets each: houses erected on oak stakes on vere 
steep ground. All equipped with guttering, water tanks, and sli ding doors. Owner: Major H, ©. Few, Drayton Lodge, Ninfield, 


Battle, Sussex. 


If your pullet egg yield does not average about 200 there is something wrong. Many clients have raised their average from 
150/160 to over 200 eggs; we can ensure that figure. Consult us. 


Please mention “ Eggs,” 


W H COLT L d M.N.U.P.S. BETHERSDEN, nr. ASHFORD, KENT; 
e ® 9 t °9 MSA BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C. 


| Editorial. 
‘DEGREES aaaoes. - CREME er 
THE MOULT AND EGG PRODUCTION. 
‘We have been reading a very wonderful book, to 
wich we hope to refer later—‘‘ Experiments in 
inetics,’ by Major C. C. Hurst (Cambridge 
fpecsicy Press). Major Hurst, as readers are 
are, has done magnificent work, which has been 
Waluable to poultry-keepers, more especially to 
t pedigree breeder ; it would be difficult to find 
ayone who has been so helpful in this direction. 
V2 suggest to some of our readers, who are in- 
| ested in the problem of breeding for egg pro- 
diction, that they would find it far more 
avantageous to study ‘‘ The Genetics of Egg 
Poduction in White Leghorns and White Wyan- 
ites’ than to waste their time in puzzling over 
fs question of jine or in-breeding, which, we 
yature to say, does not affect the main problem— 
.., that of producing the heavy layer. The point, 
awever, which we wish to discuss at the moment 
sthat which gives the title to this article. It is 
a new subject, much has been written upon it ; 
)- knowledge is vague, but it is full of interest 
ai importance, and was suggested by the follow- 
ny extract from Major Hurst’s book :— 

“On the other hand, it must be admitted 
that precise data of the relationship between 
| moulting and egg production are lacking. It 
) 4s not at all clear, e.g., whether egg production 
ceases because of the moult, or whether the 
| moult takes place at the cessation of egg 
| production.”’ 


tis a pretty problem. If our readers will assist 
1 by discussing it in the correspondence columns, 
lich valuable knowledge may be gained. What 
123 happen? There is an old and true saying, 
‘Nhat grows eggs will grow feathers.’ It will 
3 well to keep that in mind. 


We are told that the feather, instead of being, 
4 1S generally believed, an independent unit, is in 
\ lity one feather of continuous growth, beginning 
Ach the down of the chick, which is the first 
‘tion of it. When a bird moults it does not 
ihed ? the feather and grow a new one. What 
‘ily happens is, that the feather ‘“ breaks off,’’ 
Ja further portion appears. From which we 
\y take.it that the feather is continuously grow- 
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ing, and the rate of growth determines the date 
of the moult, its rapidity, and completeness. This 
suggests that the assertion that the new feather 
pushes out the old is a mistaken one, and that 
‘“shed’’ is a misnomer. 

The next question that arises is as to the cause 
or causes which contribute to the great difference 
in the dates on which individual birds moult and 
the manner of the moult. 

We must accept Major Hurst’s statement that 
precise data as to relationship between the moult 
and egg production is lacking; but what little 
knowledge we possess will enable us to make some 
useful deductions. 

Let us consider the following :— 

(A) The high producer is shorter, tighter, and 
harder in feather, moults later, more slowly 
than the poor producer. 

(B) The poor producer has greater length of 
feather, greater wealth of it, it is softer, she 
moults earlier, more rapidly, and more com- 
pletely. 

(C) The high producer feathers more rapidly 
as a chick than the low producer. 

(D) Hens moult later in the year than pullets. 

(FE) Early hatched pullets which produce eggs 
before October moult in the great majority 
of cases. 

(F) A January hatched pullet which does not 
lay before October will not moult. 

(G) Ap April pullet, of the same breed and 
strain, and kept under exactly the same con- 
ditions, will moult if she lays before October. 


Individual cases will, of course, occur to which 
these remarks will not apply. We know, for 
example, that ALL early hatched pullets which 
produce before October do not moult. All hens do 
not moult later than pullets. We are not, however, 
dealing will individuals, but with the flock. To 
the albove should be added :— 

(1) A spell of hot weather will often cause an 
early moult. 

(2) Birds suffering from disease or sickness 
will moult. 

(3) Fright, or sudden and drastic changes in 
feeding, will often cause a moult. 

Dealing with (A) and (B) first. The conclusion 
that we may arrive at is, that the activity of the 
ovary, resulting in the greater production of eggs, 
is the deciding factor in the case of (A) that food 
which would nourish the feather and ensure its 


L190 


more rapid growth, and consequently a greater 
wealth of feather is diverted to meet the demands 
of egg production. That, as a consequence of the 
retarded. growth of the feather, we get a later 
moult ; in the autumn, when egg production slows 
up, the growth of the feather becomes more rapid 
and the bird moults. 

In the case of (B), we may assume that, owing 
to a slower rate of production, the growth of 
feather is always more rapid. As we have pointed 
out, the feather 1s always longer with the poor 
producer, and when, as usually happens, egg 
production with her slows down at midsummer, 
the rate of growth of feather is much more rapid, 
and so she moults. 

If we could finish here, we might fairly answer 
Major Hurst’s question by saying that egg pro- 
duction does not cease because of the moult, but 
that the moult takes place at the cessation of egg 
production. The other points make the problem a 
little more complex. 


(C) This for the time we are unable to explain ; 
it is perhaps a question of constitution, but, even 
so, until an explanation can be found it does not 
assist us, but is merely a statement of fact. 


(D) Hens on the average lay later into the 
autumn than the- average pullet, which would 
appear to confirm the deductions made as to (A) 


and (B). 


(E) ‘The pullet is developng and producing at 
the same time. The demand for development re- 
sults in the cessation of egg production ; with the 
cessation of egg production there is again more 
rapid growth of feather, with the result that we 
get the partial moult. 


(F) It is an interesting fact that the date of 
hatching does not seem to influence the date of 
the moult, except as in the case of (E), when it 
results in production at an earlier age. The date 
of hatching has decidedly some bearing on the 
age at which a pullet will produce her first egg, 
but it does not appear to influence the time at 
which the bird will moult. Why, then, in the case 
of the early-hatched pullet does the one lay and 
moult, and the other not lay and not moult? We 
have tried to explain in the case of the first, and 
now as to the second. We can assume that bodily 
development is not checked, as in the case of (E), 
and that while this is proceeding the rate of growth 
of feather is retarded, consequently the pullet does 
not moult ; when she begins to lay the growth of 
feather is retarded again. 


(G) Is very similar to (E). Egg production 
starts and development ceases, or partially so, 
when production ceases ; there is no increase in 
the rate of development, consequently there is a 
more rapid growth of feather and moult. 


(1) Heat probably would result in a more rapid 
growth of feather. We have evidence that it 
does so. 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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The Chinchilla Rabbit | 
for Fur. | 


By H. J. GARDNER. 


PELTING. 
Now that the breeding season for the Chinchall| 
Rabbit is nearly over, many who started rearing 1} 
the early part of the year will be getting ready ¢) 
pelt the surplus bucks and does before long. 
Beginners are often at a loss to know when th 
skin is ready. The rabloit should be gone. ove) 
very carefully. Blow back the fur all over an 
look for any new fur growing or blue marks 0. 
the skin. _ If these are found the rabbit is nq 
ready, but if you can see the white skin under th 
fur, the rabbit is then in full coat and ready ¢ 
kill. 
The best pelt is the winter coat fully moulte) 
out with good definition, texture and length. 7) 
The best way to kill a rabbit is to give it a smat) 
blow with your hand, or with a stick behind dh 
ears. Sometimes the nose starts bleeding. —] 
this happens be very careful not to get any bloo| 
on the skin. Tie the head up in a paper bag Qj 
sheet of paper. As soon as the rabbit has stoppe| 
quivering and is quite dead commence to skin} 
(some advocate hanging it up for half an hour, by 
I find that the skin comes off better if done 4| 
once). To proceed with the pelting :—Make | 
hole in the middle of the stomach, taking care m¢| 
to pierce the inner skin, insert the fingers and wor} 
the pelt loose, then take a sharp knife and slit dow) 
to the vent. Follow the white fur down first On) 
leg, turning back the fur, then the other leg th 
same. Cut away at the first leg joint, now loose! 
the skin of back, slip in the knife and cut awa) 
to the tail (leave this on the carcase). Turn th) 
skin off up to the shoulders, work these free an 
cut round leg joint. Continue to pull skin off righ 
up to the neck and base of ears. Run the knif) 
round the skin, it is then free from the carcaseé 
Hold up the skin and run knife down from the firs 
cut tothe neck. The skin is now ready for pinnin| 
out. 


(2) Cessation of laying almost invariably accom! 
panies sickness or disease; even after a_ sligh 
cold birds will moult. 

(3) Fright generally results in a big drop in 
egg yield, and is often followed by the mouli 
Drastic or sudden changes in the diet often resu) 
in poor assimilation of food for the time being, ¢ 
the birds consume less, resulting in decreased €g 
production, or in the cessation of laying, and th 
bird moults. ig 


Other points may be urged, but we have Sal 
enough for the present. Our hope now is that 01 
readers will start a discussion on the subject, an 
throw further light upon it. 


September 23rd, 1925. 


| 
4 


‘Secure a board, 2 ft. by 2 ft., place the skin on 
fur side down, and secure it with tin tacks, or, 
btter still, drawing pins. Get the centre of the 
lan at head and tail and pin these down. -Be sure 
bt to pin it crooked. Work out first one side and 
én the other. Care must be taken not to over- 
yetch and equal care not to leave wrinkles. 
jemove all fat when pinned out, but do not scrape 
| use alum on the skin. Just air-dry, taking care 
, keep off flies. A piece of tissue paper a little 
inger than the skin pinned over 1s all that is 
eessary. Do not dry by the fire, but stand in a 
vaught, and in about four days it will be ready 
{1 remove from the board. Store until ready to 
md away, packing skin to skim and fur to fur. 
Do not be in a hurry to pelt your rabbits. Make 
ite sure that they are ready, as it will mean 
wweral shillngs ditference if the rabipit is not 
‘oulted out properly. 

‘There are quite a number of people ready to buy 
iamcmilla skins, and | think that the coming 
zason will be a good one for those who have good 
ins. for sale. 

\In the beginning of this article J said that the 
feeding season was nearly over, but next month 
jamy breeders will be mating up their this year’s 
jung does, so the breeder who is enlarging really 
ever stops breeding. : 

‘During the last month I have carried out several 
‘Sts an feeding. I chose for my tests five Chin- 
ullas and four Angoras. These rabbits were 
iken away from their mother, the Chinchillas at 
we weeks old and the Angoras at two months old. 
ach cone fed as follows :-— 

Ist Angora—Chinchilla-—Hay~ morning, 
ight. 

2nd Angora—Chinchilla—Crushed oats morning, 
fly and green night. 

3*d Chinchilla—Dry bran morning, 
seen night. 

(3rd Angora—Chinchilla—3 parts bran, 3 parts 
tarps, I part Sussex ground oats morning, hay 
aid green night. 

(4th Angora, 5th Chinchilla—-3 parts bran, 3 
tS sharps, 1 dried-milk morning, hay and green 
‘ght. 

‘All the youngsters are doing well, and have had 
)) other food but the albove since they left their 
Other, a month ago. Each are weighed weekly, 
id at present there is very little difference in their 
‘eaghts. 

‘Tintend keeping on with the test until the Chin- 
uillas are ready for pelting. 

The Angoras are groomed and ail wool weighed. 


They are in outside hutches, and the Angotas 
id one Chinchilla are on wire netting bottoms 
be: no straw or other bedding. Hay is fed from 
cks, 

|The green food fed has been clover until a few 
\tyS ago, when I changed it to kale. 


|The best clover hay has been ‘used throughout 
je=test. 


green 


hay and 
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Full particulars of membership will be sent by retura en 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newmaa, The 


Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


THE PROPOSED EXPERIMENTAL FARM. 


I am sure that members will be greatly interested 
in the announcement that the Council has de- 
finitely decided to start a small Experimental Farm 
—if possible at Rudgwick. . As stated in last 
week's issue, a committee has been appointed with 
power to act, and the sum of 4500 has been voted. 
Ihe Council has no very ambitious ideas, it is felt 
that certain practical experiments which should be 
of great value can be carried out.. 4500 is a 
modest sum for such a purpose, ‘but the wisdom 
of not spending a larger amount at present will be 
appreciated. lt is hoped that the experiments will 
be to a great extent self-supporting, but even if 
they are not entirely so, the Members will, I 
venture to think, approve the action of the Council. 
Of the nature of the experiments I can say nothing 
here, that is for the committee to decide, but I 
am hoping to induce it to test a new food, which 
has the advantage of. being cheap, and as far as 
my present knowledge goes distinctly useful. 
More will be said of this later: Whether success 
will. attend the efforts to secure suitable land at 
Rudgwick has yet to-be discovered. I have not yet 
found time to make enquiries, but hope to do so 
before these lines appear in print. 

May I speak here of the great debt of gratitude, 
which, not only members of the S.P.B.A., but all 
those engaged in the industry, owe to Miss 
Malcolm and Mrs. Pember for the work they have 
carried out on behalf of the Association on their 
farm at Wellingham. The value of such work 
depends entirely on its being thoroughly and con- 
scientiously done, with that strict attention to 
detail so essential to experimental work if it is 
to be of any value. It has been very arduous work, 
needing the keenest enthusiasm and interest to 
enable one to carry it through. Thanks to the 
very capable manner in which the experiments 
have been conducted, they have been of great 
practical and educational value to our members ; 
if we add to this the fact that Miss Malcolm and 
Mrs. Pember have allowed the Association the 
free use of the land, and the only recompense they 
have received has been the interest they have 
found in the work, then J am confident you will 
all agree that we have much reason to be grateful 
to them. 


WONDERFUL FERTILITY. 


Mr. S. Mason sends me the following letter :— 
“‘T wonder if you have had an experience such as 
I have just had. I have a brother who had a 
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Light Sussex cockerel he did not want, so he sent 
it to me. I did not know what to do with him, 
so I put him in a run where I have about 120 trap- 
nested 1924 pullets running. I intended mating 
him with some Rhode Island Reds for chickens for 
the Xmas market. My wife and I were talking it 
over, and I said, let us try a sitting with the pen 
he is with now. We picked 39 Rhode Island Red 
eggs and put under three hens. The result was 
very astonishing to us; we had five clears, 30 
chicks, and four dead-in-shell. We have since had 
two lots of 27 each. A lady customer had a sitting 
of 13 eggs trom which she had 11 chicks. 1 think 
this is wonderful with a bird running with 120 
hens. We have not lost a chicken, and they are 
a lovely lot.’’ 

Mr. Mason is right, this is very wonderful. I 
do not remember having heard of such a case. 
On the continent they use much larger matings 
than we do. My one experience of a large mating 
was through an accident. Three cockerels were 
mated to 40 Red hens, one tore a lobe, and the 
hens nearly killed him, the other two fought and 
one only just escaped the fate of the first. The 
consequence was that the other. bird was left 
with the 4o hens, but the fertility and hatchability 
of the eggs was excellent. Still, this is a trifle 
compared with, Mr. Mason’s results. It is, of 
course, unlikely that all the hens in his case were 
laying ; possibly at this season a good many were 
not, and that would make a considerable difference. 


A DIFFICULT CASE. 

I have just had the following problem set me :— 
A reader orders a certain number of pullets from 
4 breeder, in due course these arrive and are paid 
for. The purchaser then decides to have them 
blood-tested, and a certain percentage of them 
re-act. This fact is at once communicated to the 
breeder, who declines responsibility, and the buyer 
refers the matter to me. I am not going to ex- 
press any opinion here, it is just put forward as 
a little case for you to ponder over, and if you are 
breeders you will ponder a good deal. With the 
advance of the industry we are bound to be con- 
fronted with problems which we did not anticipate. 
Certainly we did not expect any of this nature, and 
this makes one think very -seriously. 


FOOD PURCHASE SYSTEM. 

London prices for mashes are the same as last 
week, but in other districts there has been ‘a drop 
in the price, and quotations will be sent on receipt 
of a postcard, addressed to this office. 

The prices of mashes for this week are :— 

London (per ton).—Layers’ Mash, £11 10s.; Growers’ Mash, 
£11 10s.; Breeders’ Mash, £12 5s.; Chick Mash, £12 10s. 

The minimum quantity that can be supplied is 5 cwt. 

Will readers please note that we are only giving 
London prices; that there are slight fluctuations 
in different areas. 


I quote the following from a letter received thi 
week :— 
‘‘ Your food scheme has made all the differ 
ence to just dragging on, and making a fai 
profit, my monthly costs for food being 15 pe 
cent. less and egg production 15 per cent 
higher.’’ 
The writer asks if samples were sent to me by 
some of the members from time to time it woul 


. be advantageous ; certainly it would, there wouk 


be less risk of mistakes. 
Numbers of members have written expressing 


‘their appreciation of the scheme. 


SEX LINKAGE. “a 
The writer of the letter, Sex-Linked Inheritance 
which appeared in issue of oth inst, asks me t 
‘“correct a slight error.’’ It reads, ‘‘ With regarc 
to the laying qualities, J am not quite satisfied,’ 
whereas it should read, ‘‘I AM QUITE SATIS 
FIED.’’ I can only express my regret for the 
nustake, and hasten to make amends. So far fron 
being a sight error, it was a very material one: 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression that the 
must necessarily be scientists, pedigree breeders, or farmerg on | 
large scale to render themselves eligible for membership of th 
S.P.B.A. This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out t 
assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the proprietor of th 
10,000-hen farm to the intensivist with his dozen or so birds; al 
are entitled to equal benefits. The Five Shilling subscriptio 
brings with it many advantages, namely: Freé Advice by Post 
a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits of the Discoun 
System, and many other advantages too numerous to mentio) 
here. You should write for full particulars to the Secretary 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, Susse 

The Financial Year began on ist September. a 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


CO-OPERATIVE POULTRY PRODUCTS, LTD: 
To the Editor of “ Eggs.” 4 

Dear Sir,—Several letters have appeared a 
‘““Eggs’’ recently abusing thé methods and price} 
given by above Society, but ali signed by a nom 
de-plume. As everyone must realise, the middle 
men will wish to break the Society (as it will de 
tract from their profits), and it is so easy for then 
to write under false names, etc., to the Pres 
similar letters to the ones published in ‘‘ Eggs.’ 
I trust nobody will take any notice of such letters 
unless signed by the author’s own name. I an} 
surely a very satisfied member, and no othe 
motive prompts this; but to give a new show {) 
fair chance. a 


JAMES HARGREAVES, | 


There has not been, as far as we are aware| 
any abuse of the Society in these columns. Mr) 
Hargreaves should recollect that no letters api 
published in these columns under a nom-de-plum 
or otherwise, unless we are satisfied as to thi 
bona-fides of the writer.—(Editor). S 
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Answers to: Queries. 
| By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


ey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columna, 


POST-MORTEMS. 


| BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B,V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


jodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
| death, marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


eaders are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
| sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


r REPLIES BY POST. 


plies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions, Members of the 8.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
; by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
| Major Saunders). 


LL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


,J M. (Stockport) has a dreary talle to tell. The egg 
verage of 62 Wyandotte pulllets for the 11 months 
ading August 31st, is just under 102 eggs per bird, 
ad “J M.”’ doesn’t think it pays, so he sends me 
articullars of his feeding, tells me that the birds come 
Jom a good laying straim, asks if I think he would have 
one better ion dry mash, and for amy help I can give 
im. I will answer his question first. Hie would not 
ave done better on dry mash; his feeding is correct, 
3 far as it goes, although I have a suspicion that 
oderfeeding is im some measure a cause of the 
jpuble. The birds have had enough for maintenance 
id a bit over, but mot enough for heavy egg produc- 
on. There would be an improvement, I am sure, if 
te 2407s. mash, weighed before scalding, was given—- 
tat extra thalf-ounece would male a wonderful diffe- 
mee. Apart from this, however, I am inclined to 
imk there has been some overcrowding, although 
J. M.” does not give me amy details; his hens are 
i¢lined to hang in the moult. Mire generous feeding 
ad the addition of four per cent. linseed meal to the 
iash will help them, but nothing will be of ‘any avail 
there is overcrowding. 


|G. R. 8. (Belper) wishes to keep 40, pulllets for egg 
soduction. He has constructed a house 10 x 10, and 
a8 a nice piece of grass 25 yards by 12, and he wants 
‘know what I think of it, amd how he cam best make 
se of it. Advice as to feeding is ‘also required, and 
le best breed for hiis purpose. He will be overcrowd- 
‘gif he attempts to keep 40 pullets umder such cir- 
mmstanees: 30 should be the maximum mumber. As 
) the grass plot, it is too small to divide, and the 


EGGS. 199 


best plan will be to allow the birds the use of it for only 
one hour a day. By this means they will get greater 
value from it than if they occupy it for a longer time. 
The best time to let them out would be for an hour 
before the last foed. The best breed fcr his purpose 
would be the White or Black Leghorn; Buff Rocks 
or Wyandottes would also do well under such condi- 
tions. Asa mash, wet or dry, the following will be 
best:—Alfalfa Meal, Bram, Sussex Ground Oats, 
Maize Meal and Meat amd Bone Meal, llb. cach; 
Middlimgs, 4lbs. It is iraportant that the bran and 
middlings should be of good quality. As grain feed 
three parts kibbled maize amd one wheat <A smail 
scratch feed to be given in the litter, as soon as the 
birds are off the perch; a good 2ozs. of graim per bird 
as the last feed. 


Troubled (Swansea) has early March Reds, which 
began laying on the first of this month, amid many of 
the eggs have been shelll-less, and a good mumber 
double yolked. They have dry mash always before 
them, supplemented by one ounce of wet mash at 
mid-day ; he has lost a pulliet from prolapsus, and some 
of them are weak on their legs. Examination of the 
dietary reveals too high ia percentage of fish meal. but 
this in itself does not wholly account for the trouble, 
which is largely due to the fact that the birds have 
been bred from highly-fecund parents. When such 
pullets come into lay, the ovary is abnormally active, 
and they want feeding with care and observation. 
“Troubled’’ should at once discontinue the wet mash, 
reduce the fish meal by one-half, and replace the maize 
in the grain feed with good plump white oats. The 
pullets which are weak on the legs should be pilaced 
in a hamper on soft hay, given a mild dose of Epsom 
salts ;ia meal of boiled rice once a day. and a few oats 
will be. the best method of feeding. The rations 
advised is only a temporary measure; when the birds 
have been Jaying for a litte longer they can return 
to the old formula, with the reduced amount of fish 
meal. 


New. Reader (Worcester) hatched White Lechorn 
pullets in April. On the whole they have done well, 
but some show no signs of reddening up, but have 
pale faces, two look very yellow, and alll are lanky and 
have small bodies. He has also a tail-less bird, and 
wants t know if this is worth keeping, and how to 
treat the others. His best plan would be not to 
treat any of them, they will never be profitable; such 
birds are common in most flocks, and. they never are 
and never will be amy good. If this was more generally 
recognised there would be ‘ess complaints of unpr fit- 
able poultry,. ‘“‘New Reader,’’ if he wishes to do so, 
ean add two teaspoonfuls of cod liver oil to each pound 
of mash, give an iron tonic, one feed of bread and 
milk a dav, and a good supply of fresh green food ; 
but, if he is wise, he will kill the lot. The tail-less 
pullet is worth keeping in so far ‘as she will produce 
agos, but if bred from she will produce her kind. (2) 
No. barley will not cause liver disease unless fed in 
excess. As my correspondent can buy iit very cheaply, 
he could use it in place of maize or wheat. 


200 EGGS. 


September 2zrd, 1925, 


Lialsige (Hast Kent) has Light Sussex, amid wishes 
tv breed sex-linked chicks next season. He asks 
which I think better to use, a Rhode Islland or Red 
Sussex male? I can’t see what there is to be gained 
by the cross anyway, but that is not my business. He 
will get better egg production it he uses a Rhode 
Island cockerel, a more uniform lot of pullets, and a 
better table hird, if he uses the Red Sussex. Simple 
of fish meal at 19s. is not suitable for poultry feed- 
ing; it is very smelly, and contains a great excess of 
oil. If ‘‘ Linkage’’ uses it he must expect trouble; 
the difference of 5s. in price between that and sample 
B. is the difference between a good sample and a 
worthless one. The ground oats ame good value for 
the money. I quite agree that if such a good sample 
as this is obtainable, it is not worth paying more for 
a sample of Sussex ground. 


E. D. (Somerset) thinks his Wyandottes lack 
stamina, and he has made up his mind to get a good 
exhibition male ito mate to them next season. He now 
wants my opinion. As he has made up his mind, I 
don’t thing my opinion matters very much, but I will 
give it as if is asked. Im my view it is a mistake; if 
staminia is to be improved, it is'a matter of careful 
selection and mating. .“‘E. D.’’ should remember 
that he will not only breed in stamina, but certain 
other characters which are mot desirable where heavy 
egg production is the object, characters which will 
take a great deal longer to eliminate thian he at present 
realises. He will be far wiser to carefully select his 
breeding hens, and mate them to a vigorous male of 
approved pedigree. By such meams is stamina pre- 
served, amd not by out-crossing, which is; of course, 
the more simple but less profitable way of proceeding. 
In answer to this second question, the full account of 
this year’s Wellingham Experiments willbe published 
in the Annual Register, including the feeding experi- 
ment. 


B. L. W. (Braunton). I cannot gay definitely, amd 
15 would have been wiser had you sent the bird for 
post-mortem examination, but the liver seems to have 
been tubercular, I vannot say whether the three 
pullets from the same hatch will be fit for breeding 
next season; it does not necessarily follow that they 
will be diseased. If they show amy symptoms it would 
be wise to killl them. 


C. KE. R. (Wakefield). Now is the time to join the 
S.P.B.A. Had vou sent your name amd address, we 
should have sent you forms The fact that you do 
mot trap-nest, does not debar you from membership ; 
the subscription is a minimum one of five shillings. 
There is no fee for postal advice to members. You 
would be entitled to a copy of the ‘‘Year Book ’’ free, 
if you join mow. If you will send me.e card I willl 
send you ail particulars. The meat and bone meal 
at 20s. per ewt. is dear, at least 40 per cent. of it is 
bone. The ground oats are steel ground, and are ex- 
cellent value at the money, quite equal to S.G.O. The 
biscuit meal at 30s. is not an economic proposition. 
The fish meal at 23s. 6d. is good’ value. -I should 


return the Ancoma cockerel ; he is far too small. F 
you are short of green food it would be wise to us 
alfalfa mea! in the mash during the winter montieal 


H. B. (Fife). 1 do not think amy sex-linked ¢ 
or any other cross, would excel the Rhode Island Re 
cr Buff Rock in hardiness; either are very suitable i 
the conditions you describe, and they are both goo 
winter layors of good-sized eggs. With regard to 
incubator it would certainly be wise to disinfect thy 
the best means would be by fumigation. It 1s quit 
true you have no evidence that the mortality was du 
to B.W D., but, as you say you do not know to whe 
it was due, it would be wise to take precautions. ( 
I do not know of any breeders of Utility Whi 
Plymouth Rocks in this country. : H 


POST-MORTEMS. — 
S. E. G. The post-mortem examination of th 
two pullets showed that the haemorrhage in th 
case of No. 496 came from the rectum, and wa 
due, in my opinion, to the large amount of tH 
digested, fibre found in the lower part of them 
testines. These was also much harsh and crud 
fibre in the gizzard mixed with very fine but shar 
sand. In the case of No. 433, the external appeal 
ances and the odour were very suggestive of ver 
gleet, but internally there were none of the iss 
associated with that disease, and I should rath 
suspect that the external conditions were - 
by the irritauon of the bowel discharges couple 
with the attentions of other birds who would t 
attracted by the blood, etc. Vent gleet is a © 
tagious disease, passed on by coitus, and if t 
is an entirely pullet flock with no cockerels mm 
ning with them, vent gleet proper is not at @ 
likely to.be the trouble. In my opinion, the troub 
is with the quality of the foodstuffs, in contamin 
so much crude fibre, and that as soon as this” 
corrected cases will cease to occur. je 
R. W. The post-mortem findings in the caset 
the cockerel were those of intense irritant poise 
ing, very suggestive of arsenic combined with @ 
alkali, such as is usual in the case of sheep di 
and weed killers. 


iSO. 


=O, The post-mortem findings in the a 
of the W.W. hen (1924) were those of asthenia 
disease due to bacterial infection and characteris¢ 
by rapid and extreme emaciation and a mut) 
enteritis of the small intestines, especially the fr 


ce 


part of them, viz., the duodenum. . Birds “‘ gom 
light ’? should be separated from the flock if it 
desired to treat them, and be given a purge 
dose of castor oil, followed by internal disinfectu 
through the medium of the drinking water. Zit 
sulpho-carbolate, 15 grains in each gallon, is we 
reported upon for this purpose, or a like quantil) 
of sodium hypo-sulphite for eaich bird may be mixe 
in the mash daily. The droppings should “} 


a 


~~ 
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nied, and the house thoroughly disinfected ai 
‘t intervals, as the excreta are the chief means 
‘ransmission of the disease. 


afton Hampden. The post-mortem examina- 
of the Bresse hen showed that the cause was 
aemia, which is a disease of the blood and 
iid-forming organs. There is no specific treat- 
tt, but recovery in mild cases has followed the 
y administration of five grains of potassium 
tle, together with tonics, such as iron and nux 
gica, coupled with good nursing and generous 
ping. The infectivity of the disease is slight, 
‘birds showing the slightest symptoms should 
slated, the litter and droppings burned, and 
thouse thoroughly disinfected. 

E.B. The White Leghorn pullet was affected 
t fowl typhoid (no connection with the typhoid 
j¢of man), and you will, indeed, be fortunate if 
}irther cases occur among her incontacts. This 
should be kept in isolation, the floors of the 
'€s, dropping boards, nest boxes, perches, etc., 
nz thoroughly cleaned and disinfected with 
ig fluid disinfectants at short intervals. The 
*, €tc., should be burned, the droppings being 
tichief media of spread. As a preventive, 
‘lve 15 grains of sulpho-carbolate of zinc in 
¢7 gallon of their drinking water, but, although 
‘to some extent is also curative, it is the best 
y, unless a large number of birds are affected, 
¢stroy and cremate any bird that appears to 
‘ling. 


‘N. D. The post-mortem examination of the 
en showed that the cause was the enormous 
yer Of round worms with which the intestines 
tinfested. The parasites had not only caused 
jas digestive disturbances, but considerable 
jamation, and had in some parts completely 
(ed the gut. To treat 100 birds take a pound 
sag tobacco, or, if obtainable, a like quantity 
‘Bacco stems, and steep in enough water to 
| for two hours. The liquid and the tobacco 
‘hen mixed with a small mash, which should 
d to the birds after a twelve hours’ fast eta 
pifternoon give a mash containing 11 ounces 
lbsom salts (per too birds). The floors of the 
2s should be well disinfected, and the drop- 
{and worms collected and burned. The runs 
d be cleaned, and. the soil ‘dressed with salt 
300t, the birds being kept off them until the 
has taken the salt into the ground. Repeat 
‘eatment after an interval of two weeks, feed- 
s€nerously in the interim. 


' ANSWERS TO QUERIES—Continued. 


'H. (Carr Hall) asks for standards for Speckled 
aght Sussex. Jam afiraiid I cannot make a prac- 
f giving standards in these columns, ‘as they 
Ytoo'much space, and are not of sufficient 
dinterest. However, we will make an exception 
3 ease, 


General Characteristics. (Breed) :—-COCK: Skull, medium 
s:ze; lbeak, short, strong and well curved ; eyes, full and’ bwtielht ; 
comb, single, medium size, “upright, evenly serrated, fitting 
dlcsely ; Face, smooth ear, lobes, and wattles niedium size. Neck 
of medmm length with fairly ifiull hackle. Body, broad, deep 
and jong, square breast, and carried well forward with long 
and deep breast-bone; wide shoulders; broad iand flat back ; 
wings cawried closely ; tail of modeviate size, carried at an angle 
of 45 degrees. Levs short and rather jwide apart, thie thighs 
stout and the shamks strong amid free from feathers. Toes (four) 
straight, long and weil spread. Oairriage, graceful. and ‘erect ; 
pluinaige, close; weigh: Qlbs. 

THE HEN:—The general chiaracteristics are similar to those 
of the cock, allowing for the mafturad sexual differences, Weight, 
7lbs. COLOUR: Beak, white ar thorn; eyes, red.in Speckled, 
orange in Light; com), face, lobes, and wattles, red; legs and 
feet white, flesh and skin white. Plumage (Light), pure white, 
with black striped neck hadke, \black in flights and black tail. 
The black centire of each feather of the neck hackle to be enitirely 
surrounded by a white margin, and finishing in a decided white 
point, not a black tip or outer edging, Plumage, Speckled (Cock) : 
Hackles rich dark mahogany striped swith black and tipped with 
white. Wing bow, speckled. primaiies white, brown, and black. 
Tail sickles biuck wih white tips: Remainder rich datk maho- 
gany, free from ‘‘pepper."’ ach feather tipped with ja small 
white spot, a narrow zlosssy black bair dividing the white from 
the remainder of the feather, the ithree colours ito show dis- 
tinctly to give the desired speckled ‘effect, and neither colour to 
run into the other. Undercolour, slate and red with a minimum 
of white. Plumage of hen: FLIGHTS, black, brown and white. 
Tail black and brown with white tip. Hiackle and body, rich dark 
mahogany colour, each feather speckled with a small white tip 
and glossy black bar, as mentioned in the cock. Scale of 
Points: Type 25, size, 20, colour 20, legs and feet 15, head 10, 
condition 10—LOO. serious defects: Rose combs, feather on 
shanks, other than fow: toes; amy deformity, 


HK. H. (Seamer). You certainly cannot feed such a 
mash and expect to make profit. It tis utterly impos- 
sible under such conditions as you deseribe. Dried 
yeast is hardly necessary in the mash, amd it would 
be well to replace it with the same quantity of iextrac- 
ted soya bean meal, which would very much cheapen 
your mash. If you are minded to give them a small 
wet feed, I. should do this at mid-day, merely taking 
the mash as it stands, and moistening about an ounce 
of it per bird with warm water, and feeding at once. 
The dry mash would, of counse, be in front of them 
all day, with a good feed of grain hallf-an-hour before 
they perched. Do not malke thie change too suddenly, 
or the results may be disappointing. Dried yeast would 
be used just as it is for dry mash, and simply scalded 
with the other ingredients. for the wet, but it should 
not be allowed to stand after scalding, as there may 
be fermentation. No. 2 is the best of the two ilustra- 
tions of hoppers you send. The mash would not need 
altering for the summer, except, as there would be 
abundance of natural green food, you could replace the 
alfalfa with middiings. 


S. M. A. (Warwickshire) writes a funmy letter. He 
savs he would estcem it a favour if I would give him 
my opinion re feeding. He writes :—‘‘I have for about 
two years been keeping poultry ion ia small seale. At 
the end of last year I was £8 in debt with them, but 
IT am pleased to say that, after reading your valuable 
paper, © Kegs,” I scon discovered the reason (it was 
the feeding). So I started feeding the mash thalt you 
gave in ‘a supjilement in “ Kaos,’ October, 1924—i.c., 
4lbs. middlings, 1b. bran, 1b. fish meal, 1b. clover 
meal, Ilb. S.G.C., llb: maize meal. Grain, 2lbs. 
kibbled maize, 1lb clipped ‘oats, 1b. wheat. I micht 
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say my birds have iaid very welll indeed since tteed- 
ing on your lines; in fact, I am £15 in pocket now. 
The above mash, I believe, was @ breeders’ mash. 
Now, Sir, I have another of your mashes, which is as 
follows:—it is a layers’ mash: 4lbs. middlings, 2lbs. 
bran, 2ibs. maize meal, lib. fish meal or meat and 
bone meal. A gentleman from whbm I bought some 
pullets sent me a layers’ mash as follows :—3lbs. 
middlings, 2lbs. bran, 2lbs. maize meal, 2lbs. ground 
oats, Ub. fish meal. Now, Sw, all) three maishes ave 
about the same price, onlly a mattter of a few pence 
per ewt. Which of the three roashies would you advise 
me to use for layers’ to get the best egg output? I 
shall want to breed from these birds in 1927, and what 
erain mixture would you use with either of two latter 
mashes? I might say that I followed your advice iamd 
put another part maize meal in the mash about mid- 
June; Not only are the birds laying longer, but the 
eggs seem to have increased in size.’’—The mash given 
in the supplement was a breeders’ mash. With regard 
tio the other two formulas, there could not be any 
creat difference in thie results, therefore it would ve 
wise to choose the cheaper. In thie tone case the grain 
mixture should ecnsist iof two parts maize, two wheat, 
and ome oats: im the secomd three parts maize and one 
wheat. ‘They are neither of them forcing mashes. Gne 
bran could be replaced in either of the two maishes 
if there is a shortage of green flood. 


a= 


Correspondence— Continued 


SEX-LINKAGE: 

Dear Mr. Newman,-—In the current number of 

tggs’’ (gth September) we have the welcome 
views of Mr. Tyzack on this all-important matter— 
with your kind permission [ will give other views, 
appertaining to the rearing of Leghorns. 

Let us take the man who wants to produce about 
1,250 pullets every spring. Those with experience 
in these matters will not argue with me when I 
say that this means putting something over 5,000 
eggs into the incubators. Say this number 1s 
divided into three lots, which means brooder accom- 
modation for something over 1,250 chicks. Think 
of the enormous ‘saying in capital expenditure, and 
current expenditure and labour if half these chicks 
—the cockerels, of course——could be disposed of 
at once and only the pullets reared. In fact, 
provided the incubator capacity was sufficient and 


the brooder house accommodatron already pro- . 


vided for the larger quantity, two lots of chicks 
could replace the previous three lots, which would 
be much better for the chicks, and the houses they 
are reared in and the land they are reared’on. It 
is no mean task rearing 1,250 pullets ; one MIGHT 
get 1,500 females from over 5,000 eggs, but if 
1,250 PULLETS were the outcome, that one was 
not ashamed of and that would show up well 
through the trapnests, then one could rest some- 
what satisfied. 

For a commercial egg farmer.to produce a good 
sex-linked chick that will in turn produce a useful 
pullet, he must have two kinds of really good pure- 
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bred stock. One kind for his cockerels and anoth} 
for his breeding hens. On a farm of 2,500 bir} 


he would need, say, 300 breeding hens and | 


breeding cockerels; this would mean keepi} 
about 600 pure-bred hens to choose from ‘jj 
another pure-bred stock of about 200 to choc} 
his first-class cockerels from. This accounts {| 
about 800 of his 2,500 farm, leaving 1,700 to | 
supplied from the sex-linked cross. (Of coun| 
so far as rearing is concerned, these figures ¢| 
halved where half the stock is replaced every yeai| 
From_a little manipulation of these figures I thy 
it will be seen what a saving in rearing alone ¢| 
ibe obtained from a good sex-linked. chick. 

With regard to the Leghorn cockerels, I he 
not heard of many, and I certainly do not p| 
sonally know a poultry farmer who makes a prc 
from Leghorn cockerels. The production of 1,2) 
good pullets means the disposal of at least 1,2) 
cockerels ; put the loss at 3d., and it means rs) 
and.I really think mine is greater than this. _| 

Possibly some who read this will wonder wl 
cross 1 am favouring, so I will say right away 
is not some diabolical cross of a ight and a hea| 
that produce birds of all colours of the rainho 
and make one ashamed to take ‘‘ people w 
matter’? around the farm, but a high-feeu 
Cuckoo. Leghorn (rather difficult to obtain at4 
moment, I will admit, but the demand wall prod 
the right bird) crossed by a pure Black Leghe 
(no difficulty in fecundity here!). a 

Were poultry to me a hobby and not a busine 
from which I have to make a living I would se 
the cross-—for I really love the nobility of pedigi 
pures—but we have.got to cut every concetval 
loss and make a profit or go under, so if a regspe} 
able sex-linked cross is going to help us to dot) 
(together with our pures, mark you, to bre 
from) we must leave the sentiment and accept { 
commercial proposition. | 

Those who rear Leghorns in large numbers ¥; 
agree with me in the majority, I know, wher. 
emphatically state that the Leghorn cockerel is 
cussed nuisance. ce 

My, what a length I have gone to again! } 
I should-be glad of some support from other ce) 


mercial farmers who KNOW. 


Yours very sincerely, 


W. R. MORRIS HAMMOND, 
Bp i ee | 


THE 1926 S.P.B.A. REGISTER. 
We are now busily preparing the 1926 Register, and hop 
make it’ at least as good as those that have preceded 
have already received promises of some articles from the | 
of experts which will prove .most useful and interesting to 
members. We shall be glad to consider any articles of pet 
nent interest from our memibers, those dealing with pers 
experiment will be most acceptable. The forms for the 
tration.of Pens are now ready, and will be sent on applicai 
We would ask our members whv wish to register their pen 
read most carefully the full instructions sent out with the fo! 
and to note that only pens which exactly couform to the 1! 
can be accepted. If this is carried out, much time and an) 
ance will be saved. Each year the Editor has to send ba¢ 
number of forms which are incorrectly filled in, or which do 
comply with the rules, and this causes delay and oftent 
disappointment. The forms when filled in should be sent to 
Editor as soon as possible, and IN NO CASE can Registré 
Forms be accepted LATER THAN OCTOBFR 16th. All a 
cations for Registration Forms should be sent to Rey. 
Mudie-Draper, 25, The Chase, Clapham Common, S.W. 4. 5 
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THE SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
| ASSOCIATION. 


A WARNING. 


[ have received a letter and a sample of mash 
fm a member in the Midlands, Warwickshire to 
i exact, and he informs me that it is being largely 
jid as [om Newman mash. In the sample sub- 
jited there was no trace of Sussex ground oats, 
juze meal, or any animal protein, and ingredients 
pre of the poorest quality. As previously stated, 
ramnot prevent anyone from using my name in 
ganection with the formulas given in ‘‘ Eggs,” 
st I would suggest that it would be advisable 
+ anyone buying mashes advertised as from my 
‘mula to deal only with firms of repute, or they 
sould send samples to me. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


The Annual Ceneral Meeting will be held on 
fdnesday, October 21st, at 4.30 in the afternoon 
cisely. 

ELECTION OF OFFICIALS.—Three members 
} the Council retire annually and are eligible for 
‘election. The retiring members are :—Miss 
\iddison, Dane Hill; Sussex; Mr. P. Hedworth 
‘ulkes, Pond Cottage, Virginia Water; Mr. J. H. 
jwden, Heydown, Heathfield, Sussex. All are 
ering themselves for re-election. 
VOMINATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL Should be 
eived by the Secretary not later than Wed- 
day, September 30th. Voting papers will 
ear in the issue of ‘‘ ECCS,’? dated October 
‘1, and should be returned to the Secretary not 
ier than Wednesday, October 14th. 
RESOLUTIONS to be submitted to the General 
veting must be received by the Secretary not 
ier than Wednesday, September 30th. 


: TOM NEWMAN,. Secretary, 


following the business meeting, a. dinner, at 
‘ich Mrs. Hunter, President of the S.P.B.A., 
\l preside, will be held in the King’s Hall, of the 
born Restaurant. Reception at 6.30. Dinner 
7pm. Tickets will be 10/6 each, exclusive of 
es, but including all tips to waiters, head 
‘iter, and wine waiter. 

tis earnestly requested that early application 
) Made for tickets, as a heavy demand is ex- 
ited, and accommodation is limited to about 
) seats. Tickets will be posted on October 
he It may be impossible to comply with 
plications received after that date. Until it is 
imd how many members wish to attend the 
ner, it will not be possible to arrange for them 
apne guests. Application for tickets to be 
ie to 


Mr: TOM NEWMAN, Rudgwick, Sussex. 
velopes to ibe marked ‘‘ Dinner.’’ 


Jheques or postal orders must accompany 
dheations for tickets. All applications will be 
Wt with strictly in rotation. 
florning dress will be worn, 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Brooksbank, Hartley, Brown. Hill Farm, Cullingworth, 
Nr. Bradford. 

Hudson, Alec, Town End. Place, Glusburn, Nr. Keighley. 
Baird, A., The Lodge, Gowanbank, .Avonbridge, Stiriingshire. 
Smith, H. R., Frimley Nurseries, Frimley Green, Surrey. 
Roberts, W., Duncarnock Farm, Newton Mearns, Kenfrewshire. 
Knowles, ©. W., Lard Rayleéighs P.F., Little Baddon, Chelnisiord. 
Duff, R. I. H., Glenbrook, Bulerno, Midlothian. 
Floyd, W. J., Dunkery P.F., Hillerest Rd., North Weston, 

Nr. Portishead. 
Thatcher, R. J. O., The Bungalow P.F., Brisbane, Largs, Ayrshire. 
Davis, T, Laurentien View, Ontario, Canada. 
Tomlinson, ©C., 1, Chorlton St., Blackburn. 
Tottenham, Miss L., Baliyeurry, Carpenters Hill, Beoley; Wores. 
Hurl, 8. P., Braemar Poultry Farm, Garstang, Lanes. 
Bayliss, H., “‘ Oaklands,’ Rreach Oak Lane, Coriey, Nr. Coventry. 
Howarth, C. Hartley-, Parkers Farm, Hutton, Nr. Preston, Lancs. 
Littlewood, S., 3; Duke St., Norristhorpe, Liversedge, Yorks. 


-Brownlee, W. A., Hill House, Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh. 


Kay, J.,Hey Heads Cottage, Harwood, Nr. Bolton, Lancs. 
Spenceley, J., Doudfield Farm, Marple, Cheshire. 
Ward, H., 60, Woodland Rd., Leicester. 
Holdway, L., Hay Grove Farm, Westwood, Bradford-on-Avon. 
Glasgow, W., “ Mulben,” Horndon-on-the- Hill, Stanford le ea 
issex. 

Bartlett, P: R., Oaklands, Mast Howe, Kinson, Nr. Bournemouth. 
Anderson, 8. J., Acton, Poyntzpass,. Co. Armagh, Ireland. 
Tennant, J. (Junr.), Croftlands, Bothel, Aspatria, Cumberland. 
Maledy, A. J., ‘The Lilacs,” Avenue Rd., Brockenhurst. 
Bury, .T. A., Blackmoor Heath P.F., Ockham, Ripley, Surrey. 
Orman, Lt. L. 0. (D.S.0.), Highfield, Bowdens, Langport (Som. 
Anderson, A., Green Street, Darvel, Ayrshire. 
Arden, E., Mount Farm, Kinnerton, Nr. Chester. 
Gilbert, Major D. P., Walldown, Whitehill, Bordon, Hants. 
Hamnett, W., 18, Dewhurst Rd., Rochdale, Lanes. 
Bulman, J. A., Heather Cottage, Hollow Meadows, Nr. Sheffield. 
Saunders, W. O., 40, Kellerton Rd., Lewisham, London, S.E.13. 
Morrice, W., Warren Bayne, Horndon-on-the-Hill, Essex. 
Weir, R., Littledean, North Berwick. 
Smith, Miss P. Thistleton-, Norton Hall, Fakenham, Norfolk 
Webb, Mrs. E., Oaklands, Church Rd., Hartley, Longfield, Kent. 
Beaton, C. W., “ Oaklands,” Lcealand Rd., Drayton, Hants. 
Wallace, Miss A., Willow Vale, Nairn, Scotland. 
Massey, B., Ribble View P.F., Warton, Kirkham. 
Wilde, W., Oakdene, Chapel. Haddesley, Selby. 
Piercy, F. J.,. Perseverance P.F., Crow Lands, Romford, Essex. 
Webster J... Bank Top P.F., Dewsbury, Yorks. 
Brown, J. W., Skellyton Farm,-. Larkhall, Lanarkshire. 
Hebditch, E. W., Cedar Grove P.F., Martock, Somerset. 
Stacey, Capt. H. O., Park Farm, Beddington Lane, Croydon. 
Creber, H. C., Lanjore, St. Germans, Cornwall. 
White, Miss M. E., Eastcourt, Bagshot, Hungerford, Berks. 
Baker, C. F. Stewart. The Firs, Woodchurch. 
McCarthy, Capt. W. H., Springfield Lodge, Camberley, Surrey. 
Holbecke, C., Brookvale P.F., Glenavon Rd., Millpool Hill, 

Nr. Birmingham. 
Heppenstall, P., Hollin Hall Farm, Cross, Holmfirth, Huddersfield. 
Smith, F. ©., 130, Milner Rd., Selly Park, Birmingham. 
Winfrey, Miss P. R., Castor House, Nr. Peterborough. 
Cooper, G. G. The Bungalow, Walpole St. Peter, Wisbech. 
Markland, R., Welsby P.F.; Buetherton, Nr. Preston. 
Facer, R., High Lee Farm, Shore, Littleborough. 
Farrow, W. J. J., Retreat Cottage, Amberley Rd., Leyton, E.10. 


Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association, 
RUDGWICK, SUSSEX. 


Dinner, 1925—Holborn Restaurant. 


October 2Ist, 1925. 


Please send me .....ssde:. Dinner Tickets at 10/6. 
Amount herewith ze . a 


(Cheques should be made payalble to 
Tom Newman or Bearer.) 
I desire, tf possible, to sit near or be grouped 
with the following :— 


eer eee eee a a ee re ee oe ere a 


Sie... 55. cues os eo, 


AE RS eo Gee, ne Se aE 


To the Secretary, 
S.P.B.A, 


er as 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN, 
ee 
“FOOD AND HEALTH.” 


This smal] book” hardly concerns the poultry- 
keeper as such, but Dr. Plimmer’s work is so well 
known to réaders of ‘“‘Eggs’’ that reference to it 
ere may not be deemed out of place. In the 
preface it is stated that the book is an attempt 
to explain concisely the principles which should 
cuide the selection of food, and to point out which 
toods should be eaten and why others should be 
avoided. 

It is a little amusing to find that the authors 
in referring to the frequent complaints that such 
words as vitamin and protein are too complicated, 
and that scientific people canmot express them- 
selves in simple language, assert that the com- 
plaint should really be on the other side, and that 
the public and the Press do not trouble to learn 
a few special terms relating to food, though they 
pick up without effort a large number of technical 
terms dealing with wireless, motor cars, athletics, 
and dress. Well, well, the «average man doesn’t 
take much interest in food, unless he has an 
appetite or a pain, and perhaps that explains why 
he does not trouble as to the meaning of the words 
mentioned: above. Was not Sir “Oliver” Lodge 
appealing to scientists the other day to use terms 
which would enable the average man to under- 
stand? Everyone has not the facilities for dis- 
covering the meaning of the terms used by scien- 
tists. However, the reader will have no cause to 
complain of the use of obscure terms in the book 
under review. 

The first chapter is an exceedingly interesting 
‘one, treating of ‘‘ Civilisation and the Changes it 
we toade. iu our ‘Food.’ «Gugige the following 
extracy.<— 

“Cereal foods have suffered most severely 
since the introduction of machine-milling, 
about 1870. Formerly the staple cereal of the 
East (rice) was pounded by hand, and in this 
country our wheat was coarsely stone groun 
at the local mill, and only part of the bran 
removed. Wellington’s soldiers were famous 
for their fine figures and good looks, yet the 
food they ate would be scorned nowadays. 
They received one pound of wheat per day. 
They ate the whole grain as it was issued, or 
if time allowed they pounded it up and made 
a coarse -bread.”’ . 

While one may be prepared to admit that in the 
main this is correct, it surely would be wise to 
remember that there were other conditions which 
should ke taken into consideration. At that time 
the agricultural population was proportionately 
much larger than it is at .present, and industrial 
conditions have probably had-a far greater influ- 
ence on the physique and health of the nation than 


EGGS. 


September 23rd, 1925.) 


the actual food supply. One wonders whether i 
agricultural labourer of those days was, on t 
whole, so well fed as he is to-day. But my reade 
will complain that this 1s a little outside the pi 
view of ‘the poultry-keeper. ‘In any case D} 
Flimmer’s book is of extreme interest and val 
and is written so lucidly and simply that one finds 
real pleasure in’ perusing it. 

Chapter II. treats of ‘ Food: Its Purpose | 
Nature.”’ The author tells us that food has t} 
distinct purposes. The greater part is’ burned } 
to keep the body warm and to give it energy || 
movement, and never becomes part of the liyil 
tissues. Only a small quantity of the food eit 
into the intimate structure of the body to replé 
worn-out body substance, and to provide nj} 
material for- the growth of the young child | 
animal. But I may not say more on this subje} 
as it does not actually deal with poultry-feedit| 
May I be allowed to add, that I think the auth 
have done a great service to the public in publi} 
ing this admirable work in such a cheap a | 
which places it within the reach of everybo) 
“Food and Health’? can. be obtained for 2/-t 
paper covers, 3/6 cloth. The publishers | 
Messrs. Longmans, Green and Co. 


The. pullets should now be in their perman} 
quarters, and they want really well feeding! 
they are to come into production, and to ki 
up a high standard of laying throughout the wi} 
months. lhe nights are becoming longer, 4 
for that reason the last feed should be a substan; 
one—-a good two ounces of grain half an hi 
before the birds perch is required for the aver} 
pullet. There should lbe some method in the fe 
ing. Some of my readers give half an ounce & 
bird as the first feed in the morning, and 14 our 
as the last feed at night. While | am a gi 
believer in a scratch feed directly the birds | 
off the perch, especially during the winter mon} 
as nothing stimulates them more than scrateh| 
it should be but’ a scratch feed, and they shi 
have the two full ounces at night. Even if & 
wet mash I am a great believer in this early ml 
ing scratch feed, it will stimulate them better 
a hot.mash, and further, it assists in the bei 
assimilation of food. : : Ed 

Several ‘letters “have been received of lat 
which the writers complain that pullets stat! 
to lay are laying double-yolked eggs, also. $? 
less ones, and there have been one or two casé 
layers’ cramp. The question comes as to ho: 
treat these birds, and I am asked if the mat 
too stimulating. One has to think of these |i 
as individuals—by that I mean*that in every) 
there may be a highly-fecund pullet just Coil 
into lay. At that time, in her case, the ovary ww 
be abnormally active, with the result that she} 
duces double-yolked eggs, or lays at such a 
that she cannot shell her eggs. She is abnoil 
and, the flock cannot be treated for the indivill 
She would be better removed from the pen, | 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next. Page). +) 
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The Cure & Prevention of all Diseases 
of Poultry associated with their 
Respiratory Organs, 


Known As 

sOLDS, CATARRH, OR ROUP, DIPHTHERITIC 
R0UP, MOUTH CANKER, BIRD POX, OR CON. 
. TAGIOUS EPITHELIOMA, Ete. 


| 
\ 
{ 
| 


By ALBERT H. BRAIN. 


(Continued from Page 198). 


nm the case of a tlock, where cases of running 
(tmils have commenced, owing to dmaughty, damp, 
) il-ventilated houses, it seems quite a simple 
ag in itself, but the irritation, setting wp inflamma- 
(Lf the raucous membrane, if neglected willl turn 
{things more serious. Colds may goon for days, 
ja apparently ease off, one nostril perfectly cured as 
jwene, then the other drying up becomes clogged 
j1 dried mucus, or both may become go, the bird 
ag forged to breathe through th> mouth, which 
im causes in ailment valied pip (the tongue gets 
ik and coated white), to develop. 

Tere, of course, the system of purification is upset, 
t blood poigons being denied proper exit, begin to 
‘vd the system, and consequent lowered standard of 
lth is set up. 

ervainly extra strain is put upon the other nostril 
lech works osertime. trying to-do double duty, 
jing that the other will clear itself, amd do its own 
ic in time. 

his inflammation, beginning in the nasal passages, 
In neglected, soon spreads, affecting the sacs round 
eyes and to spaces immediately below the eyes, 
Ire the formation of cheesy growths, both there 
1 in the mouth, trachea, etc., soon begin to show 
inselves. 

There this happens, matters not having re-adjusted 
inselves, the bird gradually gets worse, coughing 
ji sheezing, scattering germs broadcast thnough the 
1s In thé case of eye roup, or wet roup, as it is 
iad, another result of choked nasal passages, full 
‘as, which become swollen until the eye ils com- 
(ely covered, the sight impatred iand often entirely 
bis form ot wet roup is not contagious, but another 
11 which is, will be closely following up. 

disonous bacteria germs unable to find an exit, 
[w up the cheesy deposits in the mouth and under 
itongue, in the cleft palate, in the mouth of the 
thea, and any place open to eruption that can draw 
100d from the blood, at the same time be near an 
!1 Space, which is in close proximity to the «ir. 


ty the poor tird that suffers from both forms, 
Heye roup, or swollen face, the most. fertile field 
| eds the diptheritic virus, it willl take alll her 
Ifitutional vigour to combat the disease, which is 
‘Making secure its home on the bird’s system, 
| with the best of troper treatment is extremely 
fut to remove. 


2 
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Various methods of Joeal treatment, and appllica- 
tion having deen tried im vain, it was decided to attack 
the disease internal!y, and by freeing the blood of the 
poisoniouls toxin to control the dreaded disease 

Beyond keeping the facial area clear, ihe eyes, 
throat amd mouth cleansed by swabbing, etc., the use 
of such things as tinctures, mixtures, etc., to pul on 
them is pretty well hopeless. 

What my investigations diid prove finally, and with- 
out shadow of doubt; was that the stage between wet 
and dry roup was the period when the blood became 
poisoned with the bactenia .of Diphtheritis, and 
specialised treatment wlong these lines became  suc- 
cessful. 

What is more I found that in breeding flocks where 
preventive treatment for Diphtheritic Roup, ete., had 
been given with ihe Visol antiseptic solution and 
method. the owners reported to me that nio cases of 
B.W.D. or Coccidiosis occurred among the resulting 
chickens 

This spened up new avenues for practical. research, 
may be by rule of thumb, but one which in the years 
to come will be retined amd improved by the scientists. 

Now the bacteria or germ of Diphtheritic Rioup and 
Bird Pox is said by Bacteriologists to bia am infilterable 
one. That is it cannot be defined or even found, its 
shape \or formation canmot be delineated under the 
microscope. This being the case, it must be so very 
minute, perhaps of such a varied character and so 
swift moving an organism that the more difficullty 
in isolating it is experienced. With such a mobile 
force operating in the blood stream no wonder it 
wrecks such a havoc once it gets a hold. 


olf 


In the ease of B.W.D. another toxic bacteria in the 
blood, this germ, or bug, as the pathologist calls it, 
has bien isclated and cultured, amid is eallled ‘* bacilli 
pullorum.”’ 


Now it has appeared ‘definite to me for some time, 
after following up cases of chicks that thiave developed 
B.W.D. from parents known ‘to be free, blood-tested 
stock, parents that have given negative tio any test of 
B.W.D. im their blood, yet the chicks hiave developed 
anid report given as to B.W.D. lbeing the cause. It is 
not for me to depreciate the wallue of blood testing. I 
do not wish to do that, ‘but it does appear to me that 
if B.W.D. can be acquired in chicks from free parents, 
what-a waste is going ion by tthe ibliood-testing of 


MODERN POULTRY FEEDING.—Continued. 


no mash and fed chiefly on good oats ; nearly any 
mash would be too stimulating for these birds for 
the time being, in a little while the ovary becomes 


less active and the eggs become normal. In only 
two cases has there been reason to think the 
ration was too stimulating, i.e., an excess of 


animal protein; in three cases the birds were given 
wet mash in addition to the dry, and each of these 
a larger percentage of birds were affected: In the 
rest 1t was simply the great activity of the ovary, 
and was not brought about by any conditions of 
feeding. 
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panent stock. Now where chicks suffer and die from 
B.W.D. there must be some cause for this, and. most 
poultry-breeders of experience agree that any baby 
chicks exposed to chill or cold in the between stage of 
incubator to ‘bnooder period, produce a predisposing 
condition which brings about B.W.D., from which it 
generally dies. 


Now my practical beliefs are these, and poultry- 
keepens may take it for what it is worth, amd that 1s 
B.W.D. is no more or less than a condition of Diph- 
theritic Roup, which, instead of throwing up a canker 
eruption or epidermis in the mouth and facial area, 
finds it best base of operation in the baby chick, in, the 
dlimentary canal, the intestines, where it sets up such 
a source of constant irritation and inflammation that 
the chick becomes seized with ia kind: of stricture or 
partial paralysis of this funictionary amd serous fluid 
being given off, which iis vacuated and. gums up the 
vent, 


Simillar methods enypioyed with dealing with Daph- 
theritic Roup have reduced Jioss from B.W.D., and in 
numerous cases cured them, although the best work 
hias been accomplished by treating the breeding stock 
throughiout the breeding season. It fis the same with 
Coccidiosis as B.W.D. Cleanse: the ‘blood stream with 
a live internal antiseptic, and you reduce the risk of 
sickness iand loss accordingly. 


I have tested this pretty thoroughly, and hope 
through the forthcoming season to carry out furthler 
practical experiments to further confirm my present 
findings; in the meamtime, amy breeder so troubled is 
invited to get into touch with me-on the subjects. If 
they fear the risk of an outbreak to do so at once, so 
that I may be permitted to suggest a line of preven- 
tion that will prove efficacious. 


Returning to the methods of treatment for Diph- 
theritic Roup, etce., by controlling the water supply 
and proper medication of the drinking water and wet 
mash, with Visol, Diphtheritic Rowp and its adjacent 
ills can be sufficiently prevented and cured. - 


y There, when the Visol 
measure was taken, the birds were in nothing like the 
best of bodily condition. Thi majority had lust weight, 
many in a declining state of emaciation, and were be- 
ginning to look very anaemic and debilitated... I reeog- 
nised then that there was no time to be lost, amd it 
was a fight against time. True we did Icse scme 
birds at the commencement and destroyed: a mumber 
that had both eyes eaten away, iand could not see to 
eat... There. was nothing for it but to destroy them. 
Of the birds that where left with good eyesight, when 
my assistant and self set to work, we lost very few. 


Take Mr. Toovey’s farm. 


In’ the case of any outbreak of Diphtheritic Roup, 
etc., hospital accommodation must -be provided im an 
isolated position for extreme cases, and attendants 
should keep a special overall or egat in which to treat 
the, birds, in addition 4o carefully disinfecting Luth 
hands and boots before returning to the farm. If great 
care amd precision are-not observed with regard to 
burning the swabs, dead birds, ete., amongst the hios- 
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pital cases, great progress Cannot be made _towar 
recovery: from the ‘outbreak, as constant re-inteeti 
will be liable to occur at any time. 


The astute owner lor manager will personally supi 
vise and inspect his stock regularly once or tw 
a week, or at least visit the poultry house at migl 
listening for coughing or shrill noises emitted by t 
birds, indicating the presence of croup, broneh 
catarvh, ete., which may later develop if neglected m 
serious trouble. All such birds should be remoy 
and treated iminediately, and general flock prey 
tive treatment.given iat once in order to cheek @ 
further development. Where there are many cases 
would be as well to remove the birds to small pe 
or coops, but this is a matter for the poultry-ma 
own judgment. : 

Bodily vigour and constitutional vitality pllays) 
great part in the cure amd prevention of disea 
Birds poorly fed and lacking tone are more: ‘iable) 
disease in any form and im poorer fettle to combat 
where it is present. Proper nutrition, therefore, ik 
great stamd-by for the stock, helpimg them to keep 
to fight the terrible scourge, as indeed it as if allow 
to get hiodld on the flock, as many breeders kn¢ 
whose farms I ‘have handled during tennific outbmrel 
for the past few years, “but whose mames I lam }j 
permitted to divuige under severe penalty im. 680 
instances. ; 2 

Fiom the foregomg matter the reader will rai 
see the process of deterioration that is fast going) 
where roupy colds and catarrh once get a thorn 
hold on the stock. For the large poultry-keeper a 
one of serious concern. Nevertheless, no one Mi 
suffer much oss as to be out of the ‘business; 
disease in the future, if only they willl take heed now 


For gome time I have lived with joyous optim 
visions of a British Commercial Egg Industry ff 
from ravages of Roup in any form. That £18,000) 
sterling in ege values which Capt. Keevi! told 
about at the National Poultry Council Meeting 
Harrogate, in July, 1925, which we pay away @ 
year to other countries to keep us in’ eggs for home¢ 
sumption @an now be saved. I welll remember | 
Tom Bamon’s words in ian inspiring message to 
at the first National: Poultry Council Meeting 
Preston, years ag), who told me that the mam /| 
coulid free England of Roup ‘held thie key to fon 


ege menace in our lland. 


To-day I say it quite optimistically with @ | 
knowledge and understanding of the meaning 1 
the day has arrived. We ean go forward with 
satisfaction of knowing that never more. need R 
in any forrm wipe out breeders or commercial | 
ducers ais it has been doing for mamy year's past. | 


Chapter II of thiis series of articles will deal 
different stages in the treatment for Cure of D 
theritic Roup, giving illustrations of the methiod! 
holding a bird for: easy and quick examination, } 
how to make and apply the Chlorine Gas Trea 
for cases of Wet Roup, arranging for scientific vem! 
tign in.the poultry hiouse, jand the elimination! 
draughts, cross currents, ete ey 
| 
| 
} 
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iome Fruit-Growing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. 


| 
' 
| 
DIUMN NOTES No. 2.—I have often advocated 
wisdom of planting fruit trees in land on which 
léry are kept in order to obtain an — additional 
me, and after reading an article in a daily news- 
aron “ Road Fruit Trees,” I could not help feel- 
'more sure than ever that fruit growimg on 
nite lines should be ia paying concern for the poul- 
keeper, if properly done. 

he article I refer to was on beautifying the mon>- 
wus nature of the new main roads that are being 
structed all over the country, and it stated that— 


. “Under the provisions of the Road Improve- 

‘ment Act it is probable that a eomprehensive 

‘scheme of fruit-tree planting along such roads 

will be started shortly. 

A Ministry of Tramsport official stated that 
under the provisions of the new Act the Ministor 
‘may make a grant of up to 50 per cent. of th2 
cost of tree- planting schemes and of guards and 
‘fences necessary for the protection of trees. This 
latter provision wil! facilitate the plans for plant- 
ing fruit-trees. 

Apple trees have been planted at the side of 
‘sorne of the roads of Bath amd in the parks. 
| Fears that the youth of the city would be ternpted 
‘to steal the fruit have proved eroundless. 

— On the Continent fruit- trees—cherry, plum, 
| peach, apple,and pear—are planted at short inter- 
‘yals, along some roads, notable in Hanover, where 
they are tended by locall officials: A local auction 

for the fruit is held, and the price suffices to pay 

\the cost of maintenance.”’ 

ow if fruit trees cam be made to pay when planted 

uch a spread out area, and with all the additional 

/of care and cultivation, there can be little doubt 
| the poultry-keeper must see ia good return for bis 

tal outlay by planting his runs with suitable trees. 

ersonal'y I am not yet convineed that ‘‘ Road 

§-trees ’’ will be a success, for those growing fruit 
v the importance of econiomicall cultivation, and 
‘eed not only of keeping down the overhead 

ynses, but of seeing that the soil amd situation are 

) “Suitable for planting; a thing mot always likely 
e found on an extended roadway. 
need hardly repeat in detail, to-day the natural 

Samd gains that poultry-keepers have towards 

ang fruit growing a paying concern with the valu- 
“aiid of their birds. 

Rave dwelt on this before, but im writing these 

umn Notes, I want to remind readers who may be 

king of planting fruit trees to study a few impor- 
points. 

is just the time of year when our thoughts turn 

lis work, but because the work does not start until 

ember or December, certain essentials are not 
idered sufficiently in advance. Tven these nctes 

ld be rather late for any. considering the question 

lanting on a-darge ‘sale. 
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Let me, therefore, suggest a few points for imme- 
diate consideration :—(1) Have you ascertained from 
an expemienced grower, or from your County Fixpert 
Advisor, if your soil is suitable, mot. merely to grow 
fruit, bu to give you paying crops? One can often 


have a very good idea as to this by noting how fruit 


trees are sucesedine in vadyoining land or gardens, and 
ie) . o ’ 


it is ‘also a very vailuable guide ws to Pivhich ot the 
vameties of fruit-trees willl be micist suitalblle for your 


particular soil and situgition. 

Having satisfied yourself on these points you should 
make up your mind wilth as little delay as possible as 
to the number of trees you propose to plant this year, 
and place your order as quickly as possible with some 
reliable nurseryman. 

Do not put off planting until the early months of 
the year unless it iis quite impossible to do so before 
Christmas. Even if compelled to wait until the early 
months iof the year, the trees should be ordered and 
delivered to you for heeling in-before the end of 
December 

In. selecting varieties bear in mind which will be 
best for your local market, or wherever you think of 
selling your produce. 

For the poultry-keeper T advise starting with apples, 
and not too many varieties at first; this simplifies 
matters for the beginner. 

Other points consideration are age of trees to 
order, and the need of imterplanting different varieties 
of thie same kind to help the polinization of the blos- 
for sorae (trees do not do well unless fertilization 
pollen from another variety. ‘Tio give 
Cox’s Orange Pippins willl do much 
Woreester Pearmains are planted 


for 


gomis, 
us thus helped by 
cinlky one example: 
better when son 
near them. 
_ As regards ages of trees for pilanting, I think the two 
to three-year-old ones are the best. These young trees 
settle down sooner to the goil, amd quickly overtake 
alder ones. I have repeatedliy noticed this; im fact, 
same growers recommend the “‘majden,’’ but for the 
beginner I would advise the two to three-year-old tree 
as the foundations of a gioiod head will be there ready 
for him to further devellop. 

Next week I will comtinue with some more 
Leaning on the same subject. 


notes 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE EGG-LAYING TEST. 
For Month Ending August Mth, 
following is the report on the Gloucestershire Laying Test 
the supervision of Mr. L. G. Price, County Instructor in 
Keeping), for the eleventh month, ended August 14th :— 
month 4,454 eggs have been collected, against 
piving a total of 53,817 for the eleven 


‘Phe 
(umider 
Poultry 

During the past 


4,850 the previous month, 


months. and an average cf 168.7. im respect of the 319 pullets 
entered. Some of the birds are still showing signs of moult; the 
general health of the flocks is good Grade A eggs count 5 and 


There ave still a few vacancies in the single 


Grade B 3 ‘ ; ) ! 
application is advised. 


bird section. 


pointe). 1 
and early 


Section A. (1). White Wyandotte (Professional), (Five birds 

constitute a pen).—R Ludlow Hewitt, 4,186 pts.: E. J. Stone, 4,057; 
P. _M. Hinton, 1,052; H. Bemmnett, 4,008; J. E. Boyd, 3.963; H W. 
Fowles. 3.844 ; 
; Section A. (2) \.0.V. Heavy Breed (Professional)—Miss M. 
Lawrence (B.1.R), 4,025; J... G. Herbert (R.1.R.), 3,990; G. H. H. 
Simmomy (T18.). 3.827: C. Ge Youme (R.-1.R.), 3,748; M. C. Beale 
(R.1.R.). 3,648; W R Partridge (R.I-R.), 3,564. 


Section A. (3). A.V. Light Breed (Professional).—Miss N. Town- 


send. 4,567;°Miss H Baylis, 4,663; Sherborne Park P.F., 4.310: Mrs. 
W. Pearce, Bllis, 4,186; G H. H. Simmons, 4,147; Cotswold Pedigree 
P.F., 4.082 

Section B. (1) A.V. Heavy Breed (Confined to owners of not 
more than 50 laying :head).—Miss M. Brown (W.W.), 4,203: Maise- 
more Sehri6l (W W.), 4.090: Ai W, Mioses” (L.8.), 3.909. 

Section RB. “). A,V. Light Breed. (Confined to owners of not 
more than 50 layine bead).—h. Grist. 4.202; -C. B. Skirten. 4,013; J. 

Crawdstn. 3,726 All White Leghorns, 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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MARKET REPORT. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING SIUFFS.—British wheat is: in Jarger 
supply and is cheaper at London and Hull, the average quota- 
tion now being lis../d. per cwt: Finest samples of malting barley 
are scarce and sell readily at fully recent rates, making up to 
24s. per ewt. at London, but ordinary samples, with larger. sup- 
plies available, have an easier tendency. Moderate quantities 
of oats of variable quality are being marketed, and generally 
meet a fair demand at recent quotations, white varieties aver- 
aging 10s. 1d. and black varieties 9s. 5d. per cwt. ; 

Imported wheat is in moderate supply and generally realises 
less money, No. 1 Manitoba at an average of 15s. 3d. per cwt. 
being 4d. per cwt. cheaper on the week. Foreign feeding barley 
is in slow demand and prices at Bristo! have declined cotsider- 
ably on the week. Imported cats mostly sell at about late 
rates, but at Bristol prices are reduced $d..per cwt. Maize is in 
little request, but quotations are practically unchanged on the 
week. 

Milling offals and meals generally meet a quiet. trade, and 
most price changes are in a downward direction. Bran ‘now 
averages about £7 4s. and coarse middlings £9 5s. per ton, as 
compared with £8 2s. 6d. and £10 7s. 6d. in the corresponding 
week of 1924 Linseed cake is cheaper at most markets. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS—Bran (British): _Bristol, £7 15s; Hull, 
£6 12s; Liverpool, £7 5s; London, £7 5s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
£9; Hull, £8 2s; London, £8 10s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): 
London, £9 7s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £10; Hull, £9 5s; Liver- 
pool, £9 5s; London, £8 10s. Pollards (1mported): Bristol, £7 17s; 
Hull, £7 5s; London, £7 5s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 17s; Liver- 
pool, £7 5s. M#AL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £10 10s; Hull, £11 8s; 
London, £11 10s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £11 15s; Hull, £10 12s; 
Liverpool, £11 5s; London, £12. Maize Meal (S. African): Bristol. 
£10 15s; London, £9 15s. Maize Germ Meal: Hull, £10 15s; London. 
£10 5s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11: 15s; London, £10. 

EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 

Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 21s 3d, 17s 3d; Irish. 
19s 3d, 18s 3d; Danish, 20s 3d, 19s 0d; Dutch, 2is 3d, 19s 9d; 
French, 19s 9d, 18s 0d; Belgian, 19s 0d, 18s 0d; Italian, 17s 9d, 
l6s 9d; Lithuanian, 16s 0d, 15s 0d; Polish, 13s 0d,-12s 0d; Chinese, 
13s 6d, 12s 0d; Russian, 143 0d, 12s 6d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 8d, 1s 4d; Irish, 
= eae - 0d;. Others, 13 6d, 1s id. Ducks, is 4d, 1s 0d. Geese, 
Ss qa, 0d. 


EGGS. 

Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 5d; Second, 2s 3d. Birmingham: 
First, 2s 24d; Second, 25 0d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 6d; Second, 
2s Std. Chelmsford: First. 2s id; Second, 2s O&d. Colchester: 
First, 2s 34d: Second, 2s 0d. Doncaster: First, 2s 3d: Second, 
2s id. Dorchester: First, 28 6d: Second, 2s 5d. Exeter: First, 2s id. 
Hereford: First, 1s 10d. King’s Lynn: First, 2s id; Second, 
1s 11d. Llandilo: First, 2s 1d; Second, 2s 0d. Mold: First, 2s 3d: 
Second, 2s 2d. Newport (Mon.): First, 2s 3d; Second, 2s 1d: 
Norwich: First, 2s id. Oswestry: First, 2s 4d. Penzance: First, 
1s 10d; Second, is 9d. Saffron Walden:_ First, 2s 43d; Second, 
2s lid. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 1s 11d: Second, is 10d. Salisbury: 
First, 23 5d; Second, 2s 4d. Skipton: First, 23 0d. Truro: First, 
1s iid; Second, 1s 10d. Welshpool: First, 2s 1d; Second, 2s 0d. 
“Carlisle: First, 2s 6d. *Derby: First, 2s 1d. *Ipswich: First, 
2s 3d; Second, is 9d. *Lincoln. First, 2s 3d. *Shrewsbury: First, 
2s éd;- Second, 2s 2d. *York: First, 2s 4d; Second, 2s 3d. 

FOWLS. 
_ Per 1lb.—Birmirgham: First, is. 24d; Second, 19d. Doncaster: 
First, t5s 6d; Seeond, +5s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 4d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 3d; Second, is 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 5d. 
Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 94; Second, is 4d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 4d; Second, 1s 2d. *Derby: First, +5s 0d; 
Second, t4s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 6d. *Lineoln: First, t5s 0d; 
Second. ts 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *York: 
First, t5s 0d; Second, +4s 0d. 

DUCKS 
_ Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, is 2d; Second, is 0d. Doncaster: 
First, t5s 6d; Second, +5s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 3d. Hereford: 
First, is 3d; Second, 1s 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 6d. 
pe eipesl ets 1s fe Second, is 0d. *Derby: First, +4s 6d; 
Seeond, t4s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s =e °: First Ss : 
Bisedd ieeon I 5d. *York: First, t5s 6d; 
_ * At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to ccnsumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. + Per head. 


_ Pen Duck Section. (four ducks to a pen).—G. H. Simmons 
{K.C.), 724; -G, B. Young (KC:), 698: S.J. Phillips (K.C.), 606; 
Major J. G. Dugdale (K.C), 593; Sherborne Park PF. (K.C.), 567; 
W. R. Partridge (W.R.), 516. ; 

: SINGLE PEN SECTION. 

Section 1. White Leghorns.—L Grist ($f),-1,056; Gi. H-. H.°.Sim- 
mons, 988; J. L. Brown, 980; H. W. Stephens, 963: Miss K. 
Feaviour, 952; Miss R. EK. L. Shearn, 939. “ 

Section 2. White Wyandotte.—H. W. Fowles, 1,071; Lord Sher- 
borne (37), 937: W. R Partridge (34), 904; W. R. Partridge (38), 
891; Philip Clapham (40), 876; G. H. H. Simmons (31), 848. 

: tat peers areas Red.—Miss M. Lawrenice (59), 999; G. 

- Metcalfe, 806; Miss M, Lawrence (42). 3S, , junr. (43), 
661; W. R. Partridge, 645; A. Daunton, sere pence, some 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 


“‘ Eggs,’’—September 23rd.— Contents, 


EDITORIAL ee | eae 
THE CHINCHILLA RABBIT FOR FUR ... an 
S.P.B.A. RE gee ... 197 and 
CORRESPONDENCE ne eee ee ee eee 198 
ANSWERS TO QUERIES =... 0 0 we 199 
POSTMORTEMS cate co eh 
MODE TRY FEE aaa sas = Yue oss 
THE CURE AND. PREVENTION OF ALL DISEASES OF 
POULIERY ASSOCIATED. WITH THEIR RESPIRATORY 
ORGANS RMR <5. aaa EME Ee 
SOME FRUIT-GROWING NOTES 
MARKET R&PORT, ... 0... 


mS © p> po bo Ree 


Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consid 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 

Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence | 
“ Eggs” to their poultry-keeping friends. 

Subscriptions to “ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for s 
months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 

Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 

Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, T| 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The Beech 
Rudgwick, Sussex. F 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should | 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, “ Eggs,” 4, Farncombe Stre 
London, S.E.i6. Telephone: HOP 894. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing te the ever-increasing circulation of ‘ Eggs,” it 
imperative that new advertisemcnts and alterations are recéiy 
by FiRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in t 


“following Wednesday's issue. It is hardly necessary to add th 


the earlier in the week we receive copy @ better it is for ever 


ene conce 
Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first pa 
of classified advertisements. ; 
PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless Co! 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MOND 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSU 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH OF THE SCIENTIFIC 
POULTRY BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


At the cordial invitation of Mrs. Clay, M.B.E., their Honora 
President, a party of members of the Keighley and  Distm 
Branch of the Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association left Keig 
ley on Saturday, the 15th August, and travelled by cham-azbai 
to Riddings, Long Preston. After an enjoyable drive throu: 
the Mountain Limestone country, with its spacious scenery, wl 
party were received hy Mr. and Mrs. Clay. 

A visit was paid to that part of the poultry farm connect 
with a breeding and rearing. White Leghorns, Black Leghornk, ai 
White Wyandottes are the chief breeds kept Much interest Wi 
displayed in the pens of the three breeds, from which the bir 
now holding leading positions in the main laying tests we 
bred. it was remarked that the arrangement of the breedii 
pens was excellent, and the equipment splendid. The range ~ 
smaJl houses, with grass runs attached, in which stock binds a 
accommodated. attracted great attention, and were commented ' 
favourably. The birds were in ‘the best of health, amd the colo 
of the white breeds was snow-white. * 

Mrs Clay had hospitably asked the members to tea, and th 
was served on the lawz in charming surroundings, overshadow 
by tall and venerable elms. After tea the party pr 
way of an old-world garden, with its wealth of rose-bloom, i 
Cornish sun-dial, and its wall friit, t» the large eccalony how 
where 20) birds are trap-nested. Nearby are several large pet 
in which cockerels hatched this year are run on, away fro 
the vullets. 

Mr. Frank Snowden, in a characteristic and happy speet 
ealled on the memoders of the party to give a very hearty Yo 
of thanks to Mr and Mrs: Olay for the splendid afternoon thi 
had given them. This was seconded by Mr. Harold Walker, ai 
was carried in true Yorkshire fashion. After responses by Mi. al 
Mrs. Clay, the party left The Riddings for the return jour) 
home. (Mrs.) A. WILSON, Hon. Secretary. 

Minorca Harm, Denholme, Bradford. 


Section 4. _A.0.V. Light~ Breed.—Churchdown P.F. (Anecont 
948; H. W. Stephens (B.L.), 812; Churchdown P.F. (BL.), 702; Maj 
J. G. Dugdale (B.1..), 687; Miss K. Feaviour (B.L.), 682; G@.. 
Young (BL), 675, ; ; 

Section 5. A.0.V Heavy Breed.—Miss M. Lawrence (Buff RB 
853; G. H. H. Simmons (Buff_R.), &41; W. R. Partridge (B. Veld 
821; Mrs. V. Weirholt. (Aus. Orp.), 798; Lady Bledisloe (Aus. Orp 
781; R. T. Miles (B Veld),. 704. sae 

Section 6. Ducks.-_Mrs. H. L. Hanks (K.C.), 283; H. W. Fowl 
‘K..C.), 232;- Mre: W. Pearce Ellis (K C.), 192; F. L. Walters (7) (W.R 
177; W. R. Partridge (15) (W.R.). 167; Miss N. Townsend (12) (K.0 
136. (Signed) R. A. and A. M JOHNSON, — 

The CotswoldPoultry Farm, Chalford. 


H. S. WRIGHT, Hon. Sec., ‘ 
Shire Hall, Gloucester. 
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Editorial, 


EGG SIZE AND THE MARKETS. 


. correspondent recently forwarded us a letter from 
rm of egg merchants, ackniowledging receipt of two 
9s of egos. The following is am extract from the 
er :— 


“On opening the cases which you sent us, we 
find that thie eggs are only small puillets, and very 
hittle bigger than pigeons’ eggs; not only that, 
but they are very white im colour, \and willl not 
realise more than 14d. each im the retail shops. 
We must impress upon you, if you send any more, 
they must be large im size and of good edlour; 
otherwise we certainly cannot reallise anything like 
@ price.’’ 


lur correspondent comments on this as follows :— 


“It astonishes me to fimd that there is nia 
marizet in A for pulllets’ eggs, amd to find 
that no white egg is wanted.’’ 


his is hardiy what the letter conveyed. Presum- 
y they were pullets’ first eggs, and the merchants 
bably felt cormpeilled to draiw the producer’s atten- 
| to the fact that they would realise a very low 
ve; for if must be confessed, thiat a very large 
nber of producers are of opinion that an egg is an 
, and are, or pretend to be, very indignamt when 
y are informed that many of their eggs ‘are second- 
de. Amyone who thas had experience of co-opera- 
societies is aware that a large number of the 
reholders have, to put the matter politely, very 
ab difficulty im distinguishing between a l4oz. and 
w%.ege. Whait the firm probably meant to convey, 
s that a tinted ege would fetch a ‘higher price than 
maite one; they did not say, “‘no white ege is 
ited.’’ 
lowever that is a little beside the question. The 
il ege problem is still with us. The trouble is 
t while the middlemam will pay us for first and 
md grade egos, and throw us a dole for ‘“‘smalls,’’ 
will not grade ‘‘special’’ and *‘extra speciial.’’ 
Morris Hammond drew attention to this some 
oaths ago in “‘Figgs,’’ and explaimed a contract which 
had made, but suggested at thie time that the 
mees of renewal were smalll, as the firm thought, 
that they were paying too high .a price, but that 
Was getting too much money—at least, that is 


the only construction we could put upon it. Had there 
been a few comrmergial egg farmers who would have 
supported Mr Hammond, that contract might have 
been renewed to the benefit of alll. For, let there 
be no mistake about it, there is a good and steady 
dernand for the Hmgligh new-laid egg, properly mar- 
keted. 

We are constantly memimded of the superior manner 
in which the Danes amd others market their eggs, and 
it is certainly irritating to a degree to read in foreign 
papers that the Hnglish egg is badly marketed, often 
in a dirty condition. and encouragement given to the 
foreigner to come in and capture the finest market in 
the world. If the Marketing Conference, which is to 
meet in Octvber, is to do any real good, it willl have 
to recognise in the first pllace that legislation willl be 
necessary to stop the sale of dirty or umclean eggs, to 
make it an offence to sella bad egg. If this is not 
done, the marking of the Imported Egg willl be the 
finest possible iadvertisement for it. It seems difficult 
to make the average producer realise that the good 
name he makes for himself will often be blackened 
by the man who is careless or dishomest as to’ ‘his 
marketing. One finds it very hard to get over the 
heavy loss (£600) in one year by the Anelesey Siociety, 
owing to the number of bad eges sent in by members, 
and let us appreciate that in the vast majomity of cases 
this must have been deliberately done, and mo pumish- 
ment could be meted oult to these individuals who not 
only defraud the consumer, but prejudice the public 
against the English new-laid ege to the serious iioss cf 
the honest producer. 

But it is rather with the question of the small egg 
we are dealing, and not the bad ome. We have bred 
for high production, amd it hias resulted in a decrease 
in thle size of the egg. It is said we cannot have it 
both ways—i.e., cize of egg iand mumbers, but is this 
the case? or are we accepting as a profound fact what 
is only half a truth? ~ We believe it is onlly half a 
truth—true im so far thiat if you breed only for num- 
bers you will not get size, but that it ds possible to 
obtain both size and numbers hiardly admits of doubt. 
The first factor of importance is the necessity of recog- 
nising that the loss of egg size has been, in the main, 
due to the persistence with which the breeder has bred 
only from his highest feeund stock, and has refused 
to throw out the precocious pulllet. It is mot because 
he has bred from his highest fecund stock that the 
mischief has arisen, but he hias bred without diserimi- 
nation. The second is that we have bred for high 
fecundity, and have not bred for sizie of egg. Let us 
take the Wyandotte. They are admittedly layers of 
small eggs, in some cases eges which are hardy 
marketable. Its prolificacy it undoubtedly owes to the 
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Hamburgh blood, and to that, too, we must attribute 
the small egg; but all Wyandottes do mot lay smail 
eggs, amd we may sateky conclude that while the great 
majority inhierited the small eggs ‘and tprolificacy of 
the Hamburgh, there were others which inherited the 
prolificacy of the Hamburgh and the large egg size 
of their other progemitors. In his splendid book, 
‘Experiments in Animal Geneties,” Major C. C. 
Hurst deals with the ‘yuestion of egg size, and from 
it we take the following extract. It will be important 
to remember from the first that small egg 1s 
dominant to lamge. We cam speak as to the demand 
for large-sized egg Wyandittes, amd it woulld be deci- 
dedly a profit-bearing proposition if a great effort were 
made to breed them without lowerimg their proluficacy. 


ce 


IncREASING Ecc SIZE.” 

“The sixth genetic factor N., which determines 
the size of egg, lis a most important ome im egg 
production, especially in thie White Wyanditte. 
Here, again, the recessive nn is required to pro- 
duce lange eggs. Many breedems seem to think 
that if they set or incubated lange eggs onlly, that 
solves the problem, but that is far from beimg the 
case. ‘These experiments show’ cleadlly that it is 
the large egg mode (nn) that.is important. Many 
hens lay a few lamge eggs, but have a smaill egg 
mode (N). ™m such case her large eggs would 
only breed pullets with a smaflll egg mode like her- 
self, everything cllse being equal. Large egg mode 
being a simpie recessive chamacter (nn) breeds 
true, the nn hems are ciasilly selected by their per- 
formance; and the onlly difficulty is to secure the 
nn cocks. 

Cockerels should only be bred from large-egg 
mode hens for several generations, and tested as 
cockerels with nn hens. If amy of the daughters 
have ia smalll-egg mode they shoulld not be used 
in their second season for breeding as cocks. On 
the other hand, if alll their daughters have a large 
egg mode, they are mn. amd can be used for 
breeding, giving rise toa permament strain, which 
under normal conditions will not change. 

Several striking cases of this were found in these 
experiments, amd a large egg strain of White 
Wyandottes was established at the time of the 
outbraak of the war.”’ 


Undoubtedly the males present the greatest problem, 
as the introduction of a small-egg mode male would 
upset tihe work of years. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE §S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression that they 
must necessarily be scientists, pedigree breeders, or farmerg on 4 
large scale to render themselves eligible for membership of the 
S$ P.B.A. This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out to 
assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the proprietor of the 
40,000-hen farm to the intensivist with his dozen or so birds; all 
are entitled to equal benefits. The Five Shilling subscription 
brings with it many advantages, namely: Free Advice by Post, 
a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits of the Discount 
System, and many other advantages too numerous to mention 
here. You should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, Sussex. 

The Financial Year began on ist September. 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


SIZE“AND FEED: 


A new reader writes to say that he is thinkir 
of breeding exhibition Waite Wyandottes, and; 
he notices that the famcier manages to bem 
much bigger birds than the utility breeder, he as} 
whether this is due to his superior knowledge 
teedmg, or to some other cause. [| don’t thir 
the fancier would’ clam that he has a _ great 
knowledge of feeding than the utility breede 
The size of his birds, which is a fetish of mo 
fanciers, is almost wholly due to his methods ( 
selection and breeding, and has very little to™% 
with feeding at all. No manner of feeding W 
enable a ‘bird to exceed the size which it hi 
inherited ; good feeding may help it to reach # 
uttermost limits of that size, just as underfeedim 
would prevent its doing so, It is coriect, as@ 
correspondent indicates, that many fanciers fee 
bone meal to ‘‘ make bone’’ ; but unless there wi 
a shortage or deficiency of bone-forming maten 
in the total ration, this is so much waste. Size 
obtained by careful selection, the slowest maturin 
birds—that 1s to say, those which mature sexual 
latest-—are those which will give him the size } 


requires. Early maturity, which to the- utili 
breeder is economical, is the béte noir of 
fancier. A pullet which lays at six months 


ruined from his point of view, and he does 4 


he can to prevent her doing so. The same remai 
applies to cockerels.. Big boned birds are seldo 
good layers, because a pullet which is producim 
egos from the time she is six months old canm 
build up a big frame. In reply to his question? 
to bone meal or a salt mixture, I should thm 
this entirely unnecessary for birds on free rangi 
especially where there is good pasture. I hay 
great faith in it, on the average commercial €g 
farm, where 400 birds. are carried to the acre, < 
with birds kept intensively. In answer tof 
question as to feeding for feather, I must ref 
him to last week’s Editorial. 

The next question has to do with egg size af 
feeding. Here again, there is little that cant 
done. If the ovary is stimulated by feeding < 
excess of amimal protein, or by the addition 4 
spices to the mash, there will be a temporary 1 
crease in the size of eggs, and there will be 
good many with double yolks, but after a tm 
the ovary will cease to respond to these stim 
lants, and the last state of that hen will be wor 
than the first. An under-nourished pullet will 
necessity lay small eggs; when the body fat 
exhausted, eggs will become smaller. The ratit 
which will keep the pullet in the best bodily co 
dition will give you the largest eggs you can @ 
from her; if she is overfat, you will get sme 
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gs. size of egg is hereditary, and we cannot 
id for big eggs, we can only feed to keep the 
din such bodily condition as will enalble her to 
| the size of egg she has inherited. . 
Pullets with ruffled feathers, blood in the 
ippings, and generally unsatisfactory look ; 
ase report on sample of mash sent, and 
eat and oats.’ ine masa was not satisfactory, 
‘fm poor, clover meal with a lot of stalk, and a 
or sample of feed oatmeal. The wheat and oats 
fe of fair average quality. here is too much 
igestible matter, and that accounts for the 
jected ‘condition of the pullets ; it was not, as 
| correspondent suggests, a “ cheap’’ mash at 
: per cwt. Such inferior stuff is not worth 
ing. It would not be more digestible if scalded 
might and fed in the mornimg. You can’t 
ke this fibrous matter more digestible by 
king. 

Vith regard to the very numerous questions as 
the feeding of birds during the moult, which 
(continue to arrive, may | pomt out that there 
to need for any change in the diet of the moult- 
hen. ‘“‘ What will make feathers wiil make 
s” may be changed to ‘‘ What will make eggs 
make teathers.’’ If a bird is in a good bodily 
dition she will moult well enough without any 
‘stance on our part unless something abnormal 
pens. All we have to worry about are the few 
vr imdividuals which ‘“‘ hang ’’ in the moult ; in 
{event the addition of 4 per cent. linseed meal 
he mash, and an iron tonic, with plenty of 
@n food, is all the assistance that is required. 
ve rarely found these individuals worth bother- 
about. 

he determination of sex will always appeal 
is, | suppose. A new reader from the North 
‘es along with what he calls a new theory. He 
eves that if we were to feed to increase the 
Content of the egg there would be a very great 
fase in the percentage of pullets, and a cor- 
fonding decrease in the percentage of cockerels 
rally). The only question is as to whether 
could feed to increase the fat content of the 
/assuming our friend from the North to be 
ect. May I just say that he is wrong in assum- 
that his theory is a new one; it was published 
‘Eggs’ some five years ago, I think. May I 
‘him to indicate how it would be possible to 
-to increase the fat content of the ege. Iam 
id that I am getting very sceptical as to feed 
ly Way influencing sex, in spite of experiments 
_ green fly and tadpoles which have already 
. published. 

» €xperiments on which the slightest reliance 
be placed as to the influence of spices and 
iments on egg production have ever, as far 
(am aware, been carried out in this country. 
he humbug of the much advertised spices and 
testimonials which accompany them we can 
as humbug in the first place, and the testi- 
als come from ignorant or unobservant people. 
3 which have been made as to their influence 
€ding cattle, etc., have all demonstrated that 
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so far from having any good influence, they have 
in some cases had the reverse. For example, a 
well-known and much advertised cattle condiment, 
which has a huge sale, was tested in America, 
and found to be entirely useless. Ninety per cent. 
of these spices contain iron in some form, the ‘rest 
of the ingredients being made up .of cayenne 
pepper, fenugreek, gentian, aniseed, locust meal, 
etc. Birds in health and production need nothing 
of this kind, and those out of condition should be 
pulled round with a change of food, and 2 per 
cent. cod liver oil mixed with the mash or the 
addition of 4 per cent. linseed meal. This in 
answer to ‘‘ E.K.K.,’? Aylesbury, who at the same 
time is advised to see that his birds are free from 
insect life and are not overcrowded, as the feeding, 
as far as I can gather from his letter, is perfectly 
correct. 

If “‘ Beans,” Attleborough, replaces half the 
meat meal with soya bean meal, this will be the 
correct proportion. In sanswer to ‘‘G.M.B.,” 
West Bromwich. Feed oatmeal is rougher to the 
touch than S.G.O., contains more fibre, and par- 
ticles of the oat kernel are easily discernible. 


FOREIGN EGGS AS NEW LAID. 
ISLE OF WIGHT POULTRY FARMER FINED 


£10. 


At the Isle of Wight County Police Court on 
Saturday, before Mr. G. Shedden (in the Chair), 
and other Magistrates, Wm. Gilley, of Freshwater, 
a poultry farmer, was summoned for selling im- 
ported eggs as new laid. 

Mr. E. Parker appeared for the defendant. 

Police-Sergt. Randall, stationed at Yarmouth, 
said that on Tuesday last he visited the West 
Wight Poultry Farm, Totland, in plain clothes, 
and said to the defendant, ‘‘I believe you manage 
this poultry farm,’’ and he replied, ‘“Yes.’’ The 
officer then asked, ‘‘ What eggs do you sell, im- 
ported or new laid?”’ and he replied, ‘‘ New laid, 
every one—all guaranteed new laid.’’ In a box 
in a shed, witness saw eggs which defendant said 
were sent to him by Mr. Snooks and which were 
guaranteed all new laid. 

TESTED THEM. 


‘“ When did you receive them? ’’ witness asked, 
and he replied, ‘' Yesterday,’’ and added, ‘‘1 have 
sent forty dozen to the Totland Bay Hotel this 
morning, and [| tested them before I sent them.”’ 
Witness asked, ‘‘ Why do you do this if they are 
new laid?’’ and the defendant replied, ‘‘ To See. 
that there are no bad ones.’’ Witness examined * 
the box, which bore the stamp ‘‘ Fresh Danish 
Eggs.’ Defendant then said, ‘‘ Well, they are as 
good as new laid, and I sent the box to the Totland 
Bay Hotel.’’ 

‘““What have you charged?’’ asked the Police- 
Sergt., and defendant replied, ‘‘ 2s. gd. a dozen,”’ 
which witness pointed out was the price of new 
laid eggs. Witness had found out that since the 
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Answers to Queries. 
By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
Ducks. In cases of extreme 
otherwise they will appear 


Rev. Seymour Shaw, ‘ 
answer all queries relating to 
urgency answer would be direct, 
in these columna, 


POST-MORTEMS. 
“BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 


Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post iramediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 

REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the 8.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 


ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or throngh these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


A. F. (Ossett) writes:—‘‘I have tried breeding 
turkeys, and have had one male bird tand three hens , 
the male bird is three yeams old. and the hems are 
two years old, and have not had a fertile egg alll the 
year. Some people tell me the male bird is iat its 
pest at three, and some say I wamt a one-year olld for 
breeding.”’ Wihat a confusion of ideas. If a male is 
over-raated in the pravious year, he will often prove 
very infertile the next, a bird may become. too heavy 
for breeding The best mating is a year-old male to 
second year hens; if older males are mated, ib is 
always wise to have one in reserve. 


(Wantage) wishes for a formula for twenty 
Leghorn Pullets. The following tls a good one :-— 
Alfalfa Meal and Bran. 1lb. each; Middiimes, 4ilbs. ; 
SG.O.. Maize Meal, and Meat and Bone Meal, lib. ; 
Kibbled Maize. If the mash is fed dry it 
should always be before the birds; if wet. they 
should be allowed 240zs. each before scalding. Reduce 
this amount if it is found they do not eat the mash 
up cleanly 


K. Ae 


Grain, 


W. D. (Leith) tells me the 
perience with: poultry, but is a new reader of “Eggs. 
He realises the benefit of good housing, regular feed- 
ing, floor and ground space, perch room per head, 
green meat, charcoal, oyster shell, grit, fresh water, 
and observation with ieyes, nose and mind. Hie wants 
dry mash for rearing, breeding and layimg for winter 
and summer, and the grains to be used with the 


has had five years’ ex- 


various formulae, anid allsio wishes to know 
whether I prefer wet mash for breeders. — For 
rearing chicks a week ald the following will 


be a useful mash:—Bran 3lbs., Alfalfa Me 
llb., Middlings 4ibs., Sussex Ground Oats a 


Maize Meal llb. At six weeks old another $b) 
Sussex Ground Oats should be added to the mash, | 
the: Maize Meal reduced to half-a-pound. At fo 
months the bran should be meduced by one pound. — | 
five months the mash should be:—llb. Bran, Hi 
Alfalfa Meal, 4lbs. Middllings, Ilb. $.G.0., Ub. Fi 
Meal or Meat and Rone Meal. The grain feed can 
for the first month: Broken Wheat amd _ fine-kilbbl) 
Maize, 15 parts each; Split Groats, 10 parts. Ait 
the first month whole groats may be used. from ‘My 
months old to five months. Good plump white oe 
and smaill red-wheat, three parts each; kibbled mai 
one part. At the laying stage the grain will be bett 
—three parts Kibblled Maize amd ome of Wher 
Breeders’ mash:—Jlb. Alfalfa; 1Jb. Bran, 4lbs. Mi 
dlings, 14lbs. Sussex Ground Oats, $lb. Maize Me) 
fib. Soya Bean Meal, 3lb. Meat amd Bone Meai | 
Fish Meal. My experience has been that, if anythitr 
breeders do better on dry mash than wet. 


W. B. (Lytham) is feeding pullets which are 
free range om the following wet mash with dry ma’ 
hoppers open ali day:—6lbs. of Thirds, 2ibs. 8.G.( 
Albs. Bran, 2ibs. Meat amd Bone. Dry Mash:—8ll) 
Thirds, 6lbs.. Bran, 2lbs. S.G.O., Qlbs. Maize, 2ill 
Meat and Bone; Grain, Wheat, Oats and Maize eq 
parts. ‘““W. B.’’ thinks that ali his birds are a bit | 
the light side Tf that is so I am umable to accou 
for it; there is an excess of ianimall protein, and I wal 
suggest to “WB.” that he simply drops his 9 
mash, and feeds some of tthe dry moistened. T 
birds on free range will find plenty of msect life. | 
bring the late Margh pullets into lay, all that wo 
appear to be required, if they are om the light sic 
would be to feed kibblied maize three parts, and whe 
one part, and to see thiat there is adequate consurt 
tion of mash, which is not allways the case when be 
are out ion range. | 


\ 
| 


Squirrel (Chester) complains. of the colour of { 
excreta in young pullets, cockerels, anid alliso layi 
hens. Land is badly drained, and is either mud) 
brick land, hence no grass grows or stays long im 4 
alternative runs. Jry mash available, three parts) 
bran, one of thirds, one of maize meal, half of f 
half of meatineal. Grain twice a day, dressed kibbl 
maize. The food is the same for alll birds alll the yr 
round. Only greens availiable are sweeds amd turn) 
in garden, bui these aggravate the trouble. Is] 
food at fault?—‘‘Squimrel’’ wants a cheap mash # 
will dio for breeders and layers and chickens. d 
a | 
11th August defendant had sent 255 dozen eg 
to the hotel at 2s. od. per dozen. | 

Mr. Parker contended that in this case the 
was no sale, as the eggs were not accepted. — | 

The Chairman: The charge is one of selling) 
offering for sale. | 

Mr. Parker: We are not charged with that? | 

The Chairman: The Bench think that it is) 
clear case. Defendant will be fined £10 or “4 


months. 


Beptember 30th, 1925. 
d is at fault. ‘There will be two causes for this 
{dition : (1) Excessive amount of animal protein. 
| Exeess of fibre. I would suggest the following 
{ & mash for layers amd breedens:—Ilb. Bran, Ib. 
iAllfalfa Meal, 4lbs. of good White Thirds, llb. each 
iSussex Ground Oats amd Maize Meal, llb. of Meat 
ii Bone Meat cr Fish Meal. This would do tor 
leders Replace Sussex Ground Oats with another 
it of Maize Meal for layers, add 2ibs. Bram and 
pther pound of Sussex Ground Oats for chickens. 


is 


7, N. (Newstead) is worried, because of some of 
| pulllets are putting up wonderful records, and he 
ins the mash is too stimudatimg. It is mot often 
it complaints reach ime of this kind. There is 
hing wrong with the feeding, and my correspondent 
od be under no alarm on that score. If he had told 

| that the was getting a Jarge mumber of double- 
heed or thin- shell led eggs, some modifications might 
ve been suggested, but this is not the case, and “he 
juld carry on as he is doing. I have no doubt the 
ets will slow down in time. With regard to the 
iaples sent, the fish meal offered at £18 10s. Od. 
' ton has an excess of oil, and its use is not recom- 
‘nded; the other sample is good; the feed oatmeal 
of good average quality. 


4,8. D. (Suffolk) had a handling expert to select a 
leding pen of Wyamdottes for him in January fast 
iz; nine hens were picked from a flock of 62, which 
l averaged 170 egos per birds. ““L. 8. D.’’ mated 
ise hens to a cockerel of 284-ege strain, for which 
‘paid £5. A‘ nicer-looking bird you never saw, 

| the result has been disappointing in the extreme. 
ilets were slow in coming into lay, amd the average 
ee much below that of the preceding year. Now 

*§. D.” asks me to criticise the hamdling, ‘‘For,’ 
s the, ‘‘why should there be such a drop in the egg 
Ee if this is not the cause, my methods of feeding 
1 housing being unchanged.’ '—In answer to this I 
| far more inclined to think that the failure is to be 
‘buted to the male bird than to the hamdling test. 
icourse, there may have been mistakes on both sides, 
i: reasonably expiert hiandier would have picked out 
‘e good birds from such ‘a flock with such an average 
ich should have bred pullets capable of making an 
tally good flock average if properly mated. I suspect 
| eockerel, because the ‘‘284-eg¢ strain’’ is alll 
‘nbug, and the man who ssolld the bird knew it to 
mi. 8:0.’ ‘says he is ia mew reader. This explains 
y he does not understand how foolish it is to buy 
Ws advertised in this way. There are good and bad 
every strain. A hen may be of “984 strain.” 
at is te say, her great ovandmother’s cousin may 
Te laid 284 eggs, but she herself may not have laid 
eggs, and as her son will inherit from her, and not 
| ‘great erandmother’s cousin, it is the record iof hher- 
? which counts, and not that of her strain. <A 
icer looking bird’ 1 may never have seen. That 
4 matter of opinion. What I suspect has happened 
hat ““L. S- D.’’ bought him from a firm whio con- 
‘ntly advertise males in this way, and have not a 
ip-nest on their farm. The hiamdlling test is, of 
se, not so reliable as the trap-nest, but it iis far 
te'so than a cockere! of 284 strain. 


| 
| 
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POST-MORTEMS. 


T. H. P. A ruptured uterus followed by peri- 
tonitis was the cause in the case of the W.L. hen. 
There was a cancerous growth involving the 
uterus, the rupture having taken place just anterior 
to this. Otherwise the {bird was in good con- 
dition. Rupture of the uterus followed by » peri- 
tonitis may result from over-fatness, mechanical 
obstruction,- disease of the uterine walls, over- 
size, irregular or ‘rough-shelled eggs, and soft- 
shelled or shell-less eggs. It is, of course, not 
contagious, but several cases may occur in a flock 
in which the laying of abnorinal eggs is.prevalent, 
and may continue to occur until the conditions that 
predispose to the abnormal shelling aire corrected. 


M. E. F. ‘The post-mortem examination of the 
Ancona hen showed that the cause was a heavy 
infestation with worms, the intestines being 
literally packed with the parasites. She was also 
eaten alive with lice, and this would help to add 
to the ‘general debility that the cadaver mani- 
fested. As there are not an excessive number to 
treat, I. should advise the individual method as 
being more satisfactory than the flock. After a 
night of fasting give each bird three drops of oil 
of chenopodium, two drops of turpentine, one tea- 
spoonful of castor oil, or, if the flock system of 
treatment is preferred, steep one pound of shag 
tobacco in sufficient water to cover it for two 
hours, then mix in a small, mash for too birds, 
and feed after 12 hours’ fast; some hours after- 
wards give a mash with 11 ounces of Epsom ne 
mixed in for 100 birds. Clear up and burn th 
litter and droppings, and disinfect the floors sf 
the houses. 


M. S. K. The post-mortem examination of the 
hen showed that the cause was-peritonitis, due to 
the rupture of an egg tumour weighing 21 ounces. 
This completely filled the abdominal cavity, dis- 
placing. the other organs from their normal posi- 
tions. The cause was apparently an altogether 
abnormally sized egg (three inches in diameter), 
which had remained in the uterus, the succeeding 
yolks piling up in front of it to form the tumour. 


SIXTH MIDI.AND LAYING TEST. 


Leading Pens in each Section, Eleventh Month, ended 6th 
September, 1925. (308 days.) (4 Birds per Pen.) 

White Leghorns.—A. Pickard, GChilvers Coton, Nuneaton, 787 
points; A. Snowden, Crosshills, Yorks., 767; W. Barron, Bartle, 
Lanes., 807. 

White Wyandottes.—Misses Argles, Alton, Hants, 770 points; 
M. F. Phelan, Northam, Devon, 772; Fowler Bros., Earlswood, 
Birmingham, 75]. 

R.I. Reds.—K. A. Crawford, Dilham, Norwich, 715 points; L. 
A. Cooper, Footherley, nr. Mlichfield, 726; Mrs. Athol Stuart, 
Boxmoor, Herts, 683. 

Light Sussex.—F. R. Welch, Bewdley, 70i points; Col. A. 
Dugdale, Moreton-in-Marsh, 657; W. H. Brady, Penmaenmawr, 655. 

A.O.V. Light Breed.—E. Thomas, Sartrouville (W. la Br.), 
647 points; R. A. Fawssett, New Radnor (BI. L.), 595; G. H. Rayner, 
Grantham (Bl. L.), 585 

A.O.V. Heavy Breed.—H. W. Gee, Lickeys, Bromsgrove (Barne.), 
638 points; J, Gordon Herbert, Newent, Glos. (Barne.), 545; F. R. 
Welch, Bewdley (Buff Rks.), 581. 
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An Opportunity Offers. 


If any of your readers chanced to be at Heathfield 
Station, in the County of Sussex, any day of the week, 
the chances ame ‘‘ odds on’’ that they would see a very 
large number of poultry crates, both full and empty, 
bearing unmistakable signs that their country of 
origin was the Irish Free State. In those that were full 
they would see some jong-limbed, herring-gutted, but 
muscular representatives of the genus Aves llookimg for 
alll the world like Marathon winners, mather than for 
the purpose for which they have reaillly come, viz., a 
‘‘nest cure’’ with ‘‘full board,’’ iso that they may ulti- 
mately figure in the London markets disguised under 
the trade term, ‘“‘Fine Surrey capons.”” 

And af you talk to the ‘“Fatters ’’ in the district, 
and ask them why they get these gaunt yellow-legged 
specimens, wholly unsuited to their purpose instead of 
good Sussex fowls, the reply is prompt and umanswer- 
able, “‘We can’t get a quarter of what we want of the 
breed we would like (Light Sussex), amd have to import 
these to keep the men emplioyed.”’ 

This is the fact, and it is due -firgt amd foremost 
to want ot proper organisation within the industry with 
which I shall deai directly. 

These Irish importations of live poultry are, however, 
but a drop in the ocean—I have, unfortumately, mis- 
laid for the moment the Board of Trade statistics. re- 
lating to the number of tons of dead poultry imported 
into the United Kingdom between January Ist amd 
May 31st of this year, but, speaking from memory, it 
nan into hundreds of tons with a sterling value of over 
£1,000,000. 

Over one million sterling in five months going out of 
this country, which ecouid quite easily, and ought to be, 
kept in this country, for better birds, 

In this matter we hold alll the trump eards in our 
hand. From this district we have a special motor 


a Singie Bird Section.—F. A. Ramm, Shackerstone, Nuneaton 
(Bl. L.), 212 points; F. Nicholls, Alvechurch, B’ham (W.W.), 200: 
J. Small, Edgbaston, B’ham (BI. L.), 186. 


Above we give total scores of the le ding pens now com i 
; : he le: s ne e petin 
in the Midland Laying Test. The eleventh month concluded ah 
the 6th of September, and during this month a 50 per cent 
egg yield was maintained throughout. : 


The highest total production per day durin this period w 
255 eggs and the lowest 200. a 2 ve 


The size of the eggs produced are well above the average for 
the corresponding month of last year, amd very few second- 
grade eggs are to be recorded. 


Regarding the general health of the birds, this is excellent, 
there not being one single case of the usual colds, ete., which 
are prevalent this time of the year. The bodily condition of the 
birds is a well noted feature. 


With the exception of one or two birds, moulting has not 
yet commenced, and the moulting birds are still in production. 


During the month the following birds have passed through 
th ears et aS aaa 164, 171, 223, 226, 237, 292 2093. 297, 
305, O20) A ; » 300, 147, 468, 466, 467, 493, 374, 386 
452, 476, 383, 351, 212, and 369. pod Deal et 


There has been three deaths, the bodies of which have been 
sent to the Ministry of Agriculture for post-mortem, and they 
report as follows:— 

No. 326, Rupture of heart wall. Blood clot in left ventricle. 


No. 448, Egg yolk free in akdomen. Acute peritonitis 
No, 342, Peritonitis. 


transport service, which conveys alll table poultry} 
the London markets évery night, pickimg up thi 
‘“‘pads’’ by the roadside tas they go along, dellivers th 
birds early morning at the markets, and brings bael 
the empties on them return. And what is the costo 
this service ?—Onc penny per bird, including return 6 
“empties! ”’ 

What would Russia, Bulgaria, Egypt, Denmark, aye 
and even China, give for such 1a service at such a cost 
—How they would flood our markets: | 

Now as to organisation. Let me say two things: (1 
The ways of our grandfathers are not good enough f6 
us now. We live in different times, amd wave to mee 
an entirely different and increasing competition. 
We must base our output on the same sound busines 
principles which obtain im any great business, such @s§ 
for instance, the motor car industry, or in a smalle 
way. the incubator business. 

In these and similar businesses, with large and in 
creasing outputs, each man has his own definite job, 
and by concentration on that particular job and repett 
tion, he naturally become very efficient, and his ovtpul 
increases correspondingly. 


Now the table poultry mdustry jis easily divisible inte 
three parts or ‘‘jobs’’--There is Part I.: The produce 
of day-old chicks of suitable kinds (tha Light Sussex is 
generally preferred, but any white legged heavy breed 
would do.). Part iIl.: The reaver who raises these ti 
12 weeks old. Part [11.: The “‘fatter’’ whio| gets them 
ready for the mariet.. Part I. might be further sub; 
divided perhaps into two, viz., the egg producer amid 
the hatcher. | 

Surely an opportunity offers here for members of the 
S.P.B.A. to ach.eve this little bit of crganisatin and 
reap the profit that, as shown year by year, goes tc) 
foreign countries, !ess fortunately situated than we | 
in regards to the market. : 

Organisation forsooth! Merely a matter of member 
writing to Mr. Newman, and letting him know whieh 
part or ‘‘job’’ they are willing to undertake im the 
scheme, and he would put the component parts in 
touch. = | 

A part which must not be lost sight of is thait El 
demand for these day-old chicks for table reaming is 
much earlier than those for laying, also that eggs from 
your mediocre birds, not the stars of your registered 
pens, can be used for this purpose, the only essential 
being that the parent stock shall be lange-fnamed| 
birds. 

Don’t let the foreigner beat you ail the time, in spite 
of his disadvantages, but take your part in the work, aid 
your share of the few millions which go yearly to him, 
No matter where you are you can send eggs or day-old 
chicks to the rearers in the Heathfield district. =| 

As regards value of these eggs and diay-olld chicks for! 
the purpose in hand, Iimvite Mr. Newmam or #hte! 
readers of “‘liggs’’ to give their opinion. All I will 
say, in conclusion, is that ‘‘an opportunity offers? 
which you can take advantage of if -you but regisstel 
your name with Mr. Newman, and indicate the part 
or “‘job’’ you will undertake. 3 

“HEATHFIELD * | 
(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 


tember 30th, 1925. 


J — non ne 


" 


_ Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


iil particulars of membership will be semt by returm oa 
pplication to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, Tho 
' Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


we Annual Ceneral Meeting will be held on 
inesday, October 21st, at 4.30 in the afternoon 
isely. 

LECTION OF OFFICIALS.—Three members 
ae Council retire annually and are eligible for 
jection. The retiring members are :—Miss 
idison, Dane Hill, Sussex; Mr. P. Hedworth 
ikes, Pond Cottage, Virginia Water; Mr. J. H. 
iden, Heydown, Heathfield, Sussex. All are 
(ing themselves for re-election. 

WMINATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL should be 
ved by the ‘Secretary not fater than Wed- 
fay, September 30th. Voting papers will 
jar in the issue of *‘ ECCS,’ dated October 
{and should be returned to the Secretary not 
( than Wednesday, October 14th. 
SOLUTIONS to be submitted to the General 
ting must be received by the Secretary not 
i than Wednesday, September 30th. 


TOM NEWMAN, Secretary, 


‘lowing the business meetin@, a dinner, at 
in Mrs. Hunter, President of the S.P.B.A., 
ipreside, will be held in the King’s Hall, of the 
lorn Restaurant. Reception at 6.30. Dinner 
ip.m. Tickets will be 10/6 each, exclusive of 
‘8, but including all tips to waiters, head 
i2r, and wine waiter. 
‘is earnestly requested that early application 
jade for tickets, as a heavy demand is ex- 
2d, and accommodation is limited to about 
‘seats. Tickets will be posted on October 
It may be impossible to comply with 
‘cations received after that date. Until it is 
‘1 how many members wish to attend . the 
@r, it will not be possible to arrange for them 
mng guests. Application for tickets to be 
SaLO 
“Mr. TOM NEWMAN, Rudgwick, Sussex. 
‘lopes to be marked ‘‘ Dinner.”’ 
‘eques or postal orders must accompany 
‘cations for tickets. All applications will be 
* with strictly in rotation. 
yrning dress will be worn. 
| ee 


me. B.A. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

|e following resolution has been received from 
Hie J. Hemelryk :— 

“That the annual subscription be increased 
from 5s. to 10s. per annum, half of which (be 
@armarked as subscription to the National 
Poultry Council.”’ 


LAST WEEK. 


I referred to a mash which was being widely sold 
in Warwickshire as ‘‘ Tom Newman’s,”’ which was 
inferior in every way, and destitute of certain 
essential constituents. Messrs. ~Daffarn, of 
Erdington, have suggested that this WARNING 
notice might do them some harm. I regret that 
this did not occur to mé at the time. The samples 
received in connection ‘with the complaints were 
not theirs. Messrs. Daffarn have supplied many 
of our readers and members for some years, and 
their reputation is such that I do not think for a 
moment that any reader would think of them in 
connection with it. The samples submitted me 
by them have always been of excellent quality. 


EXPERIMENTAL FARM.—WANTED. 


Plans for the Experimental Farm are being com- 
pleted. I am instructed by the committee to notify 
likely applicants that there will be a vacancy for 
a Manageress. Someone very competent is needed, 
with practical experience, a capable hatcher and 
rearer, one, too, who thoroughly understands and 
appreciates the necessity of keeping the most 
careful records, and who will follow implicitly the 
instructions she receives. As announced in last 
week’s issue, the Council’s instructions are, that 
the farm is to be under my supervision. | Appli- 
cations should be made to me, and should be 
accompanied by full particulars as to previous 
experience, etc. 

TOM NEWMAN, 
Secretary S:P.B.A., Rudgwick. 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


Mrs. Wilson asked’ me to remind members that 
the Whist Drive will be held at the Crotona Club, 
Keighley, on Saturday, October 3rd, commencing 
at 7.30 p.m. This is the first of a series of five 
which will be held in aid: of the show funds. Sub- 
stantial prizes will be ‘given, and, in addition, a 
special prize of 20/- will be given to both lady and 
gentleman who score most points at the end of the 
period. The next monthly meeting will be held on 
October the 7th at the usual time and place. Mr. 
Percy Wainwright will give an address. His sub- 
ject will be “‘ True Utility.” 


AN OPPORTUNITY OFFERS. 


(Continued from Page 244.) 


P.S.-—Though a seemingly trivial matter, an 
important point to be borne in mind where large 
numbers of day-old chicks are being sent weekly 
from the ‘‘hatcher’’ to the ‘‘rearer,’’. the empty 
boxes must be tied together and returned without 
delay. to.the hatcher for the next, consignment. 
This spells economy, which is all important. 


EARLY MATURITY. 
A member, writing from Fermanagh, says :— 


“T have only White Wyandolttes, ianid iam aiming 
for large eggs, as welll as good records, ‘and I am very 
pleased with the improvement last year and this; but 
I do wish they would not mature so early. T hey all 
start laying when barely six months old. I cut all 
fish meal and maize meal.out of your formuila for 
crowing birds. They are on free range, amid still they 
started to lay early. However, the ‘eps are a 
good size, welll shelled, and 1a beautiful dark colour, so 
I suppose it doesn’t matter ? 

. Most of the pullets weigh 5ilbs. to 54#llbs., with very 
fine bone and texture, so I think they ought to do 
well. 

I only started ‘hens’ three years ago, when we 
first came here, so I had much to learn, but when 
Mrs. Porter gave me my first copy of “Eggs ’ I found 
exactly what I wanted, and it has been the greatest 
help to me ever since. I trap-nest all my birds. so 
by degrees I am building up a good strain. 

It is most interesting noting thie difference of hatch- 
ability of different hens. JI have two hens (240 end 
264 egos in pullet year, never broody), and almost 
every egg from them was fertile, and produced a strong 
big chick, while other hens were most uncertain, and 
not worth setting.” 


As the body size of the birds is so well maintained, 
5ilbs. to 54lbs. is a good weight for the Wyandotte 
pullet. I would not, if I were my correspondent, 
worry greatly on this question of early maturity. All 
that she should be careful about is the size of the hens 
she put into her breeding pen. Ifa hig record tenipts 
her to include cne under-sized: individual, that will be 
the first step down the hill. I am-most particularly 
interested in the taiter part of her letter, im which 
she remarks on the difference of hhatchability of diffe- 
rent hens. Attention was drawn to this some six or 
seven years ago in these columns. when the remark- 
able difference im the hatchalbilhty of the eggs of two 
full sisters with winter records of 60 and 64 respec- 
tively was quoted. In the one ease the hatchability 
was nearly 106 per cent.; in the other barely 20 per 
cent. I am hoping that Miss Malieolim will eomtribute 
an article on this subject to the Ammuial Register. The 
question has been asked: ‘* What constitutes a pedi- 
gree? ’’ Is it not hopeless to talk of a pedigree as far 
as breeding is concerned, if no records of hatchability 
are kept? Of what avail is a 300-ege record if the 
-hatcRability is only 20 per cent.? It should be men- 
tioned there that it has been demonstrated without 
leaving much room for doubt that the hatchability of 
the eggs of moderate producers shows just as much 

variation as that of the high producer. 


A QUESTION ASKED. 


The following is an extract from a letter which I 
received this morning :— 
“T should also be much obliged if you could 
inform me whether it is considered that roup is 
hereditary or the tendency to develop roup, or 
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whether it is thought that birds which have 
covered frora roup may safely be “— 
breeders. ’ i 


In answer to this I suppose that it is true to 
it is of every disease, that roup is not actually fh 
ditary, but that there may be a tendency on the} 
of the progeny of birds which have suffered from, 
disease to develop roup. For my own part I w 
not breed from any bird which has suffered fmor 
serious attack of roup. We really hiave to by 
only from the fittest iif we are to maintain the stan 
of our flocks. And a bird which has recovered fit 
bad attack of roup, although to alll antentis and 
poses it may be perfectly healthy anid vigorous 
also be affeeted in some manner which we are un 
to detect by eye or ear. Therefore, in answer 1 
question, I say that it is not safe to breed from | 
which have recovered from the disease. : 
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THE WADHURST BRANCH. 5 


This branch will hold its fifth annual show 
‘‘The Hut,’’ Best Beech Hill, on Wednes 
September 30th. Amongst the special prizes 
the challenge cup for the best hen or pullet, 
silver spoons presented by Mr. Luff, Mr. Pritet 
and per Dr. Rosedale. The Heathfield and | 
trict P.K. Association also give bags of lay 
meal; Miss Hollies gives bags of corn for 
egg classes. 

A Laying Trial, commencing on October 1 
will be held on Messrs. Luff and Bennett’s pot 
farm, open to members of the branch. Each m 
ber can send two birds, provided a specimel 
the ‘breed was exhibited at the branch show. 
encourage the breeding of table birds in the 
trict, it has been decided to give a 5 per t 


white-fleshed birds. Second grade eggs 
crease in point value as the season advances, 

Dr. Rosedale has been elected President i 
branch. Chairman, Miss Hollies. Com t 
Mrs. Tudor, Mr. A. E. Gallup, Mr. F. calla 
Luff. Secretary, Mr. J. Everard. 


STOEK -COCKERELS: 


I have received the following letter from Me: 
Tilley and Webb, which may be of interes 
many of our readers who have fighting cock 


‘“This may prove a valuable hint t 
farmers who rear each year numbers z 
able stock cockerels. It is impossible of ree 
to rear each bird separately, conse 
numbers go to the wall through the ‘ot 
getting them down. We rear in bates 
twenty to thirty, and generally lose fiv 
six from each lot with vigorous pe 
it is not always the case of the surviv 
the fittest, as, for instance, when two 0 
bosses of the batch fight for the master 
goes under and all the rest then finish’ 
off. There is no chivalry amongst o 


6 


| 
| 


leptember 30th, 1925. 


EGGS. 217 


Valuable pedigree birds are therefore lost, and 
»we have in the past lost pounds each year 
through this cause, being content, like others, 
to let them fight if they wish to until, by 
accident, we discovered the following simple 
method and we have lost nothing since. As 
soon as we see a cockérel that has had the 
/worst of a fight, and consequently the others 
) are worrying, chasing himwaround, etc., we 
)remove him to another house. We get three 
or four a week very often. We then feed them 
/up for a few days and then put them all back 
;together, at might time, into one of the pens 
from which they originally came and keep that 
| pen of birds all shut in together for the next 
“day, letting them out on the following day, 
when they will have forgotten their grievances. 
It is not only the loss financially, but valuable 
birds cannot be replaced, therefore we have 
been obliged to carry many more cockerels 
than we required, although we have had 
orders and had to turn them down.” 


: 


‘YORKSHIRE FEDERATION LAYING TEST. 


‘understand that there is still time to enter pens 
he above test, also that the National is not yet 
| up, and there are still a few openings in the 
‘ttish Test. Time, however, is short, and test 
fagers become testy when applications come in 
showers at the last moment, but there is always 
eone running for a train. 


S.P.B:A. DINNER. 
Wery effort is being made by the Committee 
fusted with arrangements for the first S.P.B.A. 
Q€r, to ensure its being a social success. 
(here will be a very short toast list, and those 
mding to be present need not fear that they will 
‘bored by having to listen to’ speeches of un- 
mted length, which sometimes tend to mar the 
dyment of similar functions. 
‘is intended to provide a musical programme 
miiven the proceedings, and members will have 
ly Opportunities of meeting and conversing with 
i friends. 
Tready, although the decision to have a dinner 
/ year has only just been announced, there has 
a a quick demand for tickets, and members 
ting to attend should lose no time in making 
lication, or they may be disapponted. 


fe ek: 


THE 1926 S.P.B.A. REGISTER. 


Te are now busily preparing the 1926 Register, 
hope to make it at least as good as those that 
= preceded it. We have already received 
mises of some articles from the pens of experts 
th will prove most useful and interesting to our 


members. We shall be glad to consider any articles 
of permanent interest from our members, those 
dealing with personal experiment will be most 
acceptable. The forms for the Registration of 
Pens are now ready, and will be sent on appli- 
cation. We would ask our membérs who wish to 
register their pens to read most carefully the full 
instructions sent out with the forms, and to note 
that only pens which*exactly conform to the rules 
can ‘be accepted. If this is carried out, much time 
and annoyance will be saved. Each year the Editor 
has to send back a number of forms which are in- 
correctly filled in, or which do not comply with 
the rules, and this causes delay and oftentimes 
disappointment. The forms when filled in should 
be sent to the Editor as soon as possible, and 
in mo case can Registration Forms be accepted 
later than October 16th. All applications for 
Registration Forms should be sent to Rev. H. 
Mudie-Draper, 25, The Chase, Clapham Common, 


S.W. 4. 


LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY 
SOCIETIES, 


Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting held at the Victoria and 
Station Hotel, Preston, on Saturday, September 19th, 1925. 

The Chairman in his opening remarks conveyed the sad news 
of the death of Mr. Frank Toulmin, a former joint secretary 
and treasurer of the Federation. Mr. Barren then gave a 
brief outline gf the work Mr. Toulmin had performed on behatf 
of the Federation in its tnitial stages. ‘he Secretary was 
requested to send a letter of condolence to his family. 

Minutes.—The minutes of the last Quarterly Meeting, held in 
Preston, on June 20th, 1925, were read, and, on the proposition 
of Mr. E. Evans, seconded by Mr. J, Wrennall, these were 
confirmed and signed. 

Correspondence.—The Secretary read a letter he had received 
from the Ashton-under-Lyne Society respecting the Federation 
draw, saying ticket No. 12856 had not been sold by them as 
published on the winning ist. We fimd this was an euror, as the 
ticket was sold by the Rochdale Society. The counter:oii did 
not bear any name or address, therefore we have not been able 
to forward the prize to the winner, 

A letter was read from a competitor at the last Federation 
Show, saying he had not receivéd a special prize (Silver Medal) 
awarded at the Show. Mr. Hammett stated the matter was 
now being dealt with by the donor. : 

Ribbons for Laying Test. and Members’ Shows,—A supply cf 
ribbons have now been obtained, and secretaries of affiliated 
societies may have a ribbon for the best bird in their show cn 
application to the Federation Secretary. 

Delegates to National Poultry Council Meeting at London, 
October 23rd.—The following were requested to attend —Messvrs. 
W. Hamnett, A. T. Walker, Dr. J. E. Helm, and the Secretary. 

Federations Recommended Egg Prices.—The Secretary sub- 
mitted a list of prices for the last twelve months, showing a 
comparison with the Daily Post Prices, Mr. J. Ashworth moved, 
and Mr. F. Thompson seconded, that ‘a copy be sent to the 
Poulton Society, who ‘had -been enquiring about same. 

Accounts.—The accounts submitted for delegates’ expenses ito 
the N.P.P. Meeting was passed for payment on the proposition 
of Mr. J. Wrennall, seconded by Mr. G. E. Leigh, 

Affiliation Fees.—A few societies have not yet paid their fees 
for the current year. A request was made that these societies 
give same their inimediate attention, as the financial year ends 
in. Octaber, 

Sub-Committees’ Report (Laying Test),—The Secretary stated 
that sufficient entries had mot yet been received, and a request 
was made to the delegates to make an effort to obtain the 
required number. (Show).—Mr. ‘Marson reported on behalf 
of this Committee, stating schedules would be out early in 
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October, and he was looking forward te a successful show. 
Anyone wishing to have an advertisement in the Schedule or 
Catalogue must apply to the Show Secretary, Mir. F. Ashworth, 
The Clough, Haillliwell, Bolton, who will also send Schedules to 
anyone on request. ; 

Educationa] and Propaganda.—Mr. T. Edmundson reported 
on behalf of this Committee, and suggested a supply of posters 
might be obtained through the National Poultry Council, and 
sent to societies for distribution to shopkeepers and grocers in 
every district, advertising “ Eat More New TDaid Hggs.’’ He 
thought this would be a cheap way to get the advertising scheme 
going. The delegates to the N.P.C, were requested to bring 
the matter forward at the next meeting of the N.P.C. 

Judges’ List.—Mr. J. Sutton sugge sted a fee of 5/- might be 
charged to anyone applying tq have their name on the pamel, 
this to come in force when the new list is compiled, next 
January. On the proposition of Mr. G. B. Tootall, seconded 
by Mr. A. Halllows, it was decided to refer the matter to the 
Hiducational Committee for consideration. This Committee was 
also requested to consider the best way of dealing with judges’ 
applications for the new panel. Dr. J. E, Helm outlined a 
scheme that might be taken up by the National Poultry Council, 
for keeping a wegister of ‘‘ Record of Production "’ at our 
Registered Liaying Tests. The Secretary was instructed to write 


to Mr. Brown, the National Poultry Council, Secretary, asking 
him to place the matter on the agenda for the next megting 
of the Council, on the proposition of Mr. E. Evans, seconded 


by Mr. G. H. Leigh, 
The pooling of delegates’ railway fares came out at 3/4 per 
bead. This closed the business, and the meeting terminated. 
EK. COLLIER, Organising Secretary. 


WiuSSEX UTILITY POULTRY BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


The Fourth Annual Show was held tim the Market Hall, 
Wimborme, by kind permission of Messrs, T, Ensor and Son, 
and was one of the best managed fixtures we have attended, 
‘The onganisation of Miss Panry Okeden (hon. Sec.) and Mrs. 


Langer. (assistant hon. sec.) left nothing to be desired, and 
they had the assistance of an_excellent band of stewards, promi- 
nent amongst whom was Mr, Hoare. 


Awards.—Special Best Bird in Show, Capt, Whitley. Best 
Light Breed, cockerel, Capt. Whitiey ; pullet, Miss Holbrook. 
Best Heavy Breed, cockerel, Mirs. Flower; pullet, Capt. Whitley. 
Best Duck or Drake, Mr. Cave. Best Breeding Pen, Capi, 
Whitley. Second Best Breeding Pen, Mrs. Ellis, 

Utility Leghorn cockerels, Mr. Leschailas, Miss Digby ; 
pullets, Miss Holbrook, Mrs. Pitt-Rivers. Utilitiy Wyandotte 
cockerels, Mrs. Hillis; pullets,- Misses Liawes, Mrs. ‘rehane. 
Utility Rhode cockerels, Mrs. Lawes,. Mrs. Langer; pullets, 
Miss Digby, Misses Lawes. Utility Light Sussex cockerels, 
Capt. Whitley, Mrs. Ellis; pulllets, Capt. Whitley, Mr. Filinders 
Caine. Utility A.O.V, Light cackerel, Capt, Whitley, Mrs. 
Lianger; pullets, Mrs. Parke, Capt. Whitley, Heavy cockerel, 
Mrs. Flower, Major Chawner; pullets, Mr. Lonnen. Drake, Mr. 
Cave, Col. Homer. Duck, Col. Homer, Mrs. Smith. Utility 
Pigeon cock, Miss Mount-Batten, Mr. Willis; hen, Miss Mount- 
Batten. Breeding Pen, heavy breed, Mrs. Bilis, Col. Homer; 
light breed, Capt. Whitley, Miss Holbrook. Exhibition Light 
cockerel, Capt. Whitley, Mrs. Parke; hen, Mrs, Parke, Mrs. 
Langer; Heavy cockerel, Capt. Whitley, Mrs. Flower; hen, 
Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Eden. Bantam cock, Mr. Hoare, Capt. 
Whitley; Bantam hen, Capt. Whitley, Mr. Hoare. 

Judges: Messrs. Blakesley and Blyth. 


LAINDON LAYING TEST. 


FINAL RESULT OF THE 48 WEEK TEST. 

Section 1.—Light Breeds (5 pullets)—1, F. Freeborn (W.L.), 
1025 eggs; 2, H. H, Thomson (W.L.), 960; 3, H. Maycock (Blk. L.), 
893. Last periodcertificate, F. Freeborn. 

Section 2.—Heavy Breeds (5 pullets).—i, FE. V. Bazin (R.I.R.), 
811 eggs; 2, L. J. Willis (R,I.R.), 795; 3, W. Belsham (R.L.R.), 779. 
Last period certificate, L. J. Willis. 

Section 3.—Single Bird (Light Breed).—_1, W. Dillenz (W.L.), 
934 eggs; 2, Miss N. Grubbe (W.L.), 228; 3, B.. Anglian P.F, (W.L.), 
917. Last period certificate, W. Burge, 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 


SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ — 
ASSOCIATION. : : 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP, 


Hudson, Alec, Town End Place, Glusburn, Nr. Keighley. © 
Kaye, Mrs. E., Ivy Bank, Pool, Nr.- Leeds. | 
Dearniey, Ernest, 34, Mell Lane, Keighley. 
Dearnley, J., 34, Fell Lane, - Keighley. 
Corner, Mrs, H., Weodlands Park, Great Missenden, Bucks. © 
Hopwood, Miss M., c/o Rev. Homer Page, The Rectory, 
Woolpit, Suffe 
Naylor, W. H., Lower Brea, Shibden, Halifax. | 
Withycombe, Miss B. L., ‘“‘Manywells;” Knowle, Braunton, 
N. Dev: 
Tomlinson, E., The Bungalow P.F., Clifton, Nr. Preston. 
Parsons, Miss M, U., Chosley House, North Warnboro, Odiban 
Fisher, F., Somersham, St..Ives, Huntingdonshire. 
Howard, H., Moss House, Clikurn, Nr. Penrith. 
Hall, Mrs. W., Otterhill, Rowtown, Chertsey, Surrey. 
Humphries, Miss M., North Brook, Godalming, surrey. 
Webb, W. ‘i, Portocks End Farm, Guarlford, Malvern. 
Preece, J. K., Mérevale Farm, Henley Castle, Worcs. 
Pritchett, J. H., Broomwood, Thorpe Arnold, Melton Mowbr; 
Feaviour, Miss K.; Highfield P.F., Baunton, Cirencester. | 
Standen, A. H., 94, Crawley Road, Horsham, Sussex. 5 
Wills, A. W., Garden View Cottage, Oakley, Hants. 
Miller, Mrs. E,, Biggar Park, Biggar, Lanarkshire. 
Lostevin, Mrs. R. J., 5, Don Road, Jersey, C.1. 
Abram, H., Chain House Lane, Whitestake, Nr. Preston. | 
Goddard, A. W., Station Square, Flitwick, Bedford. 
Smith, E., Runge Farm, Shaw, Lancs. 
Walker, R., Crowbank Farm, Castlecary, By Bounybridge, | 
Vickers, G., 20, Villiers St., Asbton-under-Lyne, Lancs. | 
Clarke, Ian A., Moorcot, Beacon Rd., Crowborough, Sissex. 
bichard, F. W., Baubigny Pedigree Utility P.!’., St. Sampsoni 


Gueris 
Spark, W., Thatched Cottage, Chuck Hatch, Hartfield, Susse} 
kKrog Hall P.F., Frog Hall, Wokingham, Berks. i 


Farrant, 8., Ballakillingham, Nr. Ramsey, 10. Man. 
Beesley, Jonn, 169, Main St., Billings, Wigan, Lancs. 
Bentley, A. James, Krockleys, Newmanleys- Mill, Eastwood, No 
Murray, Wm., Ringwood, Allan St., Motherwell. 
Caldicott, A. O., Lovelace Avenue, Solihull, Warwickshire. 
Billinghurst, H., Essenden, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex. ~ 
Seal, 6. C., 87, Mollais -Rd., Woolston, Southampton. 
Inglis, Miss M. A., 113, High St., Kirkealdy, Scotland. 4 
Young, Miss N. L., ‘‘ Berryhill,’ Fowlis Laster, Nr. Dunde 
Hathway, Miss M., The Cottage, Bickncller, Taunton. 
Fothergili, A., 43, Park Square, Ossett. 
Rodgers, F., The Farm, High St., Brimington, Nr. Chesterfil 
Robeson, Mrs., The Abbey Cottage, Tewkesbury. 
Orchards, Mrs. A, E., Tidecombe farm, Tiverton, Devon. 
Smith, E. H., 120, New Bolsover, Nr. Chesterfield. 
Berry, W:, Shaws P.F., Tockholes, Nr. Darwen, Lanes. 
Lloyd, W. E., The Waterworks, Ware, Herts. 
Hall Bros., Nordham, North Cave, ©, Yorks. =) 
Rothwell, W., 287, Edenfield Rd.. Rochdale, Lanes. 
Wagstaff, Mr., Scholes, Thongsbridge, Nr, Huddersfield. 
Sutcliffe, Walter, New Rd., Holywell Green, Nr. Halifax. 
Montgomery, R. Y., 217, Langlands Rd, Govan, Glasgow. 
Sykes, N., ‘‘ Howcans,’ Ambler Thorn, Halifax. 
Purser, L. R., 25, Barley Hall, St. Heywood, Lancs. | 
Butterworth, Walter, 61, Boarshaw Rd., Middleton, Lancs. } 
Walker, Robert, Livesey Fold Farm, Withnell, Nr. Choral 
a) 
Deaton, K. J., The Bank Restaurant, Wickford, Essex. 
Davies, R., 53, Mulgrave St., Swinton, Manchester. 
Saunders, Miss B., Bay Tree Cottage, Compton, Guildford. 
Goulbourn, Dr., 31, Fernhurst St., Ewood, Blackburn, Lanes. 
Manger, H. E., Ecauit, Worsley Bridge Rd., Beckenham, Ken} 
Linfoot, Denis, Carlton House, Carlton-in-Cleveland. c 
Miglioretti, James, Gt. Fransham P.F., Great Fransham, 
Dereham, Norf 


Field, Miss N., S. Benets, Callow End, Worcester. 4 
Cooper and Cooper, The Bungalow, Walpole St. Peter. 
Atkinson, J., Tower Farm, .Woodhall Spa, Lincs. ; 


Section 4.—Single Bird (Heavy Breed).—l, H. Bush (W. 
225 egos; 2, H. Jones (R.A.R.), 211; 3, F. Freeborn, 201. 
period certificate, J. H, Hamilton. : ; 

Section 5.—Gift (Any Breed).—1, W. Dillenz (W.L.), 241 @ 
29 4B. V. Bazin (W.L,), 198; 3, H: Maycock (W.W.), 191. ! 
* “Silver Cup Winners.—Section 1, F, Freeborn; Section 2, H 
Bazin; Section 3, W. Dillenz: Section 4, H. Bush, Junr. 3} 

Silver Medal Winners.—Section 1, H. J. Thomson ; Sectio/ 
L. J. Willis: Section 3, Miss N. Grubbe; Section 4, H. Joi 
Secti , W. Dillenz. By: 
St ring ot Mr. Watkin’s Special 60-egs Incubator.—W. Dill 

Winner of Mr. H. Maycock’s Special 9 cwt. Wheat.—l 
heat between Miss N. Grae: an 16s. Pay and H. Bush, Jt 
£1 163. 119d. Will receive 4% cwt, each. *. . 

Last Period First-Clas: Certificate.—L. J. Willis (RIB) 
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Table Poultry Production. 


{ Lecture delivered at the Midland College Conference 


By JOHN H. DOWDEN. 


May I, before getting down tothe practical pro- 
sses of the production of table poultry, generalise 
-a few moments on matters respecting this side 
‘our industry? 

To a very large number of poultry-keepers, as 
ewise to the general public, when poultry farm- 
fis mentioned, a picture of a quantity of eggs 
pears before them, but eggs are not all if we 
>to make the most out ot our business. 

some members of my audience, no doubt, will 
nk “‘ it is all very well this man coming up from 
ssex, advising us to produce table poultry, but 
at applies to Sussex does not and cannot apply 
Other parts of the country.’’ I want to prove 
you, amongst other things, that this is not so. 
ere 1s no reason why the Sussex table poultry 
lustry cannot be extended on a very large scale 
‘other parts of the country. It is also said that 
‘ces obtained from Sussex are higher than prices 
tained from other parts for the same article. 
is is also a delusion. It matters not whether 
4a live in Timbuctoo, Sussex, China or Leicester- 
re, quality will tell. The London salesman takes 
‘heed of your address when he gets a good con- 
mment of produce. He is not the dishonest 
‘son that he is so often pictured, and wherever 
finds that he can cultivate a colony or a single 
‘signer of good quality produce, he, like a good 
Siness man, is going to see that he retains you 
“one of his sources of supply. 

There are many reasons why this side of the 
lustry should be-taken up on a very much larger 
ue than at present, and I will enumerate a tew 
the reasons. 

The Value of our imports of dead poultry is many 
ions of pounds annually. From a national 
indpoint alone; therefore, it will be seen how im- 
tant it is that the powers that be, and-also our 
(ching institutions, should do all that is possible 
‘encourage the development of this side of the 
ultry industry. It is very much against the 
shes of the dealer to have to handle inferior 
‘eign produce, for, as with eggs, there is no 
Mmtry in the world that can, or does, produce 
th excellent table poultry and eggs as England. 
1S probable that the demand for home produce 
tdly knows a limit. Only last week I had an 
portunity of inspecting a very large quantity of 
| classes of eggs, and it may be a relief to some 
O attended the Harrogate Conference to be 
sured that the British farmers are not the only 
2s who produce poor eggs! There need be no 
J, therefore, of not finding a ready market if 
first-class article is produced. The market is 
‘dy and waiting. 
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The capital expenditure for the installation~of 
a fattening plant is infinitely less than that neces- 
sary for any of the other branches of the poultry 
business. In addition to this, there is no other 
branch that offers such’a quick return upon capital 
expenditure. specially 1s this the case where 
running chicks are bought in simply for fattening, 
as against where the chicken are actually hatched 
and reared. In the latter case the returns upon 
capital are naturally somewhat longer delayed. 
For the above reasons this branch is ideal for the 
man who has to make a start in a very small way. 
Another great advantage is the technicalities of 
fattening table poultry ‘can ‘be mastered in much 
less time than can pedigree breeding or com- 
mercial egg farming. Also, far less land is needed, 
which makes it possible to have your establish- 
ment quité near a centre consumption. 

Had I an audience of general farmers here 
to-day, I should most assuredly claim that the 
poultry branch of agriculture was by far the most 
profitable of any, but since my audience consists 
of poultry farmers, who, unfortunately, in many 
cases, have a tendency to deprecate their own 
business, they would not realise the truth of my 
statement so much as would the general farmer 
who has a_ well-run poultry branch of his 
business. Being a general farmer myself, as well 
as a specialist breeder, I am in a position to realise 
this fact. I have ploughed land, a flock of South- 
down sheep, I raise bullocks, and keep milch cows, 
and I know which pays me best.. Just as much 
care 1s bestowed upon the other branches of my 
farm as 1s bestowed on the 8,o00 head of poultry, 
which are kept at ‘‘ Heydown,” and my considered 
opinion is that the other branches, as far as profits 
are concerned, do not compare with poultry. 

The prospects of poultry farming generally, 
despite dogmatic assertions to the contrary, are 
as bright, if not /brighter, than they have ever 
been. It must, however, be borne in mind that 
whichever branch of the industry is taken up, it 
is no use turning out a C3 article. Whether it be 
table eggs, table poultry, or pedigree stock, the 
owner must go all out for Ail quality. There is a 
superabundance of second and third grade table 
poultry and eggs on the market, and if any’of my 
audience ever have an opportunity of visiting the 
London markets they will learn very much in ai few 
minutes of the difference in demand for a really 
good consignment of birds to the passing glance 
which is given to the second quality article. It is 
absurd to say that the public have not enough 
money to purchase table poultry. It is purchased 
in great bulk, and, in tthe case of the foreign 
article, at exorbitant cost, when it is realised how 
inferior 1s the article, and how much greater the 
proportion of waste than with the home product. 
It should be realised that the consumption of table 
poultry can be very greatly increased, and pro- 
paganda by advertisement and other means is 
necessary in this connection. Only think for one 
moment of the growth of the motor car industry, 
in order to realise that whenever even a luxury is 


220 EGGS. 


sufficiently advertised money will be found to 
purchase it. 

It is not only to the man who proposes to 
specialise in table poultry production that this 
should have a special appeal. In my opinion, every 
poultry farm should have its fattening plant in- 
stalled, to which all birds which show the slightest 
blemish or deformity can be relegated, together 
with culls from the laying houses. All these birds, 
if properly fattened and finished, can be made to 
show a substantial profit, instead of the loss which 
invariably occurs, when they are thrown on the 
market in haphazard condition. The market being 
flooded with this class of article, the person who 
adds to this flood is bound to receive the returns 
that he deserves. 

In the same way also the commercial egg farmer 
can turn to ‘profit his surplus ~ White Leghorn 
cockerels, and thus solve one of his most pressing 
problems. These cockerels, if separated from the 
pullets at an early age, and suitably fed, fetch 
very high prices if marketed early. 

The farmer who already has a large incubation 
and rearing plant installed, which is only in use 
for a very few months each year, can by the hatch- 
ing of early table chicken open up for himself a 
new and lucrative field. Supposing that he keeps 
two or more heavy breeds, it is possible by using 
the cockerels of one breed with the hens of the 
other, to produce first crosses which make quite 
good table birds, and this without incurring the 
extra expense of special breeding stock. 

The fattening plant on a pedigree or commercial 
farm has the additional advantage that it is 
operating at a time when revenue from other 
sources 1s low. This is comparable to the system 
of rotating crops, and thus it 1s possible to make 
every season of the year profitable. 

Havirig outlined the generalities regarding table 
poultry, and given the reasons for the faith that is 
within me, I will now proceed to deal with the 
practical aspects of fattening. 

Taking these in their order, I will commence 
with the BREEDING STOCK. The best ‘varieties 
for this purpose are the Sussex family. Light, 
Red, and Brown. These may, af desired, be crossed 
with Indian Game, Old English Game, or Dorking. 
In either case some of the best table chicken will 
be produced. 

Having secured your breeding stock the next 
item is the INCUBATION of the eggs. My advice 
is not to fiddle with the broody hen, but to go 
in for an incubator, a good large one, and one to 
which it is possible to add three or four sections 
each season. Think imperially, and produce on a 
large scale. Having mastered the practical side, 
go out for numbers. Your returns will be better. 
You need have no fear as to the financial result, 
providing, as I have already emphasised, that you 
have mastered the practical side . 

Commence to hattch your chicks as soon after 
the 1st of November as possible. I strongly advo- 
cate the use of a portable brooder house, with a 
parafin hover. The idea of hatching so early in 


the season may alarm some of you here, being: 
the opinion that chicks hatched at this time} 
year are difficult to rear. Personally we have m 
experienced any difficulty, and would far rath 
hatch and rear chicken in November and Decemb) 
than in May and June. This can quite justifiab 
be attributed very largely to the fact that% 
breeding stock at ‘‘Heydown’”’ has been blool 
tested, and carriers.of B.W.D. removed. This wi 
be found to result in very much better hatchabili} 
and rearability. i 


(To be Continued.) 


“LEICESTER MERCURY ” COUNTY LAYING TRIALS, i 


Officially Supervised by the Leicestershire County Council-| 
Agricultural Edueation (Joimt) Committee. 


HORTICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Final Report, Leading Pen Positions, Awards, Breed Averages, e, 


REPORT i 


The Second ‘I'welve Months’ (48 weeks) Laying Trials, held i 
the farm of Mr. W. Rolling, “Cragmere,” Broughton Astley, Cai) 
to an end on September 6th. 1925. The number of birds ce 
peting was less tian in the preceding triaik-112 birds as 
pared with 240---but in mearly all cases the birds sent were inj 
more forward condition tham at the commencement of the py 
vious test. From ian egg-producing poimt of view the triads hey 
been eminently suecessiul, and again show what ‘highly p} 
ductive stock is kept. in the county. The average egg producti) 
is somewhat higher than in the first trials, 188.7 eggs per bird 
against 1847 eggs, and there is also a gratifying increase im # 
number of first-grade eggs with a corresponding decrease | 
second and third-grade eggs. In some cases the number of saccl 
and third grade eggs has been excessive, and this only tends) 
show how necessary it is to exercise great ware in the selectill 
of the breeding stock if eggs-of good size are to be obtaimed. 
the other hand, some pens have produced an exceptionally lay 
number of first-grade eggs, and a number of birds of a -higit 
productive character have laid all first-grade eggs, or, at mix) 
not _ more than two second-grade eggs. , 

During the 48 weeks the 112 birds competing have produ 
21,136 eggs, 84.4 per cent. of which have been first-grade and oF 
0.48 per cent. under weight, During the final monith of the fri 
the egg production fe!l off to some extent, hut this s are-nnted & 
by broodiness on the part of some birds, and by falling a) 
moult of others The importance of a good start in a ial 
test is clearly shown in these trials for those pens of birds tt 
put up a good winter record, and that also produced goodsil 
eggs, soon gained a commanding lead which could niot be Oy" 
taken by those pens that laid freely during the later stage 
the trials. The White Leghorns competing upheld the reputat 
of the breed for size of egg, 90.77 per cent. being first-grade, beg 
closely followed by the Rhode Island Reds with 86.29 per eéu 
first-grade eggs. White Wyandottes produced 77.12 per cent. file 
grade eggs, and Black Leghorns only 67.35 per cent., a somewt 
disapnointinge figure for a breed that iis considered by many®s 
equal to the White Leghorn ‘The White Leghorns produced 
excellent average of 195 eggs per bird,; the Rhode Island Rt) 
193.7 eggs per bird; and the White Wyandottes, 180.5 eggs per bl 
The two Anconas competing averaged 233.5 eggs per bird. 

A very satisfactory feature of this amd the preceding tail 
has been the freedom from infectious disease, for no easel 
this nature has occurred in either year. Such freedom ftil 
disease reflects great credit on the management, and shows 
great care that Mr Rclling has taken with the birds whilst umf 
his management. 

During the period of the trials six birds in all have died| 

_ Of the 112 birds competing, 48 laid 200 eggs or over, amd thé 
laid over 250 eggs each, whilst only four laid less than 100 es 
each in the 48 weeks. 
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Position of Leading Pens at Close of Trials, 


Section 1. Division A. Light Breeds (Six Birds).—Mre. ts 
Crawford (W.L.) 1280 eggs; Crawford and Dowell (W.L.), 1073;/i 
and A. Moore (Bl. L.), 928; Alan Kemp (BI I.), 867. 

Section 1, Division B, Heavy Breeds (Six Birds),—T. F. WE 
man (R.1.R.), 1411 eggs; Mrs E. Ball (R.I.R.), 1252; Crawford: 
Dowell (R.IR.), 1309; Lady Dorothy Fraser (R.I.R.), 1260; C:} 
Payne (R.UR.), 1211. x | 

Section 2. Any Breed (Two Birds).—J. T Kidger (W.W),! 
eggs; Geo. Gilliver (W.W.), 433; Geo. Stevens (An.), 467. f 


AWARDS CHALLENGE CUPS a 


The “Cragmere ” 20 Guineas Challenge Cup (to be held for i@ 
year). For the pen of six birds producing the highest valuet 
eggsi—Pen 15: Mr. T. F- Wildman, Newbold Vierdon, Leices! 
Pen of. six Rhode Island Reds, 1441 eggs. Vialue, £11 19s. 44¢ 

The “Pratt” Challenge Cup (to be held for one year). \. 
the pen of birds in Section 2 producimg the highest value of 
—Pen 22: Mr. J. T. Kidger, Copt Oak Lodge, Mamrkfield, Leices?: 
Pen of Two White Wyamidiottes, 449 eggs. Value, £2 17%. iid. | 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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The Poultry Farmer & his 


_ Appliances for Rearing Chicks. 
By MAJOR C, HESKETH, 


1 


few things are more difficult for the Poultry Farmer 
Jim rearing chicks, and whille everybody would agree 
jthe eminence of Biddy for the job, she is not, as a 
12, adequate to the Poultry Farmer's needs, and he 
scompelled to resort to artificial processes. 

Infortunately very iitthe study appears to have been 
yen to the discovering of the principles upcm which 
y: lady works, sic that the appliances designed to do 
1' work bear little or nio regyemblanice when in opera- 
j1 to the Brooding Hen. 

Vhat would be said af a bridge were built that would 
ry only am ansignifigant proportion of the load for 
ji@h 16 is designed? Why, “‘ waste, of course,’’ and 
i the adjuncts at the disposal of the poultry farmer 
yinot achieve more than the interior bridge. This 
jis a heavy handicap upon the chances of success, 
Wl even when achieved ot as nit only what it might 
jl ought to have been, but is accompanied with 
bea losis of life, labour and pwain. 

Yio wonder people ask, ‘‘Ciam poultry pay? ”’ 

4, then, the outlook is to be improved as regards 
‘rine, labour reduced, and waste eut to a minimum, 
at is to be done? Obviously make your appliances 
(that they operate on the same principles as Biddy. 
Tirst we must discover how she functions; the 
isting appliances must-be reviewed to see how far 
v embody nature's processes, anid if they fail, then 
iy designs must be got out. Now, wherein lies the 
4rets of the brooding hen? 

first, she supplies a certain amount of warmth, the 
icks themselves contributing a share to malkie up the 
(al warmth of the family; then she maintains by 

uction a perfect system of ventilation drawn up- 
cds, and escaping through her feathers, the amr 
yng moist; and finally she protects from lateral or 
jund draughts. 

‘£ this amaitysis is correct, the processes appear 
siple, and the question is to what extent do existing 
Vliances answer to the analysis. 


Jhe usual types may be group as:—- 

(a) Conical metal ‘hhovers. 
 (b) Wooden boxes with heut reflectons. 
Uhe (a) xppliances may be metal, an anthracite 
ive, or a lamp with light exposed or unexposed, 
peed centra'ly, or on the rim; or by hot water in a 
Siator, and inside the hover. may be a metal cell for 
hding hot air. Amy of them may be stood on a wood 
flr, or concrete, or earth, and raised a few inches 
ave sround !eval on ia solid floor or even a grid. In 
a the edge of hover is parallel to and a few inches 
ive floor level. . 
The boxes (b) are heated by a lamp, the heat retiec- 
4 being overhead, air coming in through holes tm 
eners or by the sides of the lamp in its pit. 
‘Examining these, how far do they supply the quali- 
Ws exhibited by Biddy? In both (a) and (b) there 
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is little warmth, but may be much heat depending 


* upon :— 


(1) The working of the lamp. 
(2) The vagaries of anthracite 
(3) The metal hover. 


Lamps ‘are usuailly infeaior, and wanting in steady 
power, though superior in this respect to the anthna- 
cite, which is at one time of torrid intensity, at another 
so tame that the hover is chilly, and as to the metal 
hover, could anything be jess suitable? Its vonduc- 
tivity and consequent inferior powers of heat retention 
make it the very antithesis of Biddy. It fails by its 
own inherent qualities, amd one wonders how it ever 
came into use. Such heat as it retains is as dry and 
unkindly as the metal from the metal funnels of the 
steamship, whose comfort is sought in moments of 
anguish iat sea, only to augment our discomfort. Heat 
escapes through ventilating holes, which are generally 
inadequate, otherwise the heat woulld be insufficient. 

With the hot water radiator the heat would cer- 
tainly be less harsh, but its useful qualities are 
deteriorated by the metal hover. 

In all these adjuncts the method of supp'ying heat 
is very inferior, and its qualities very poor compared 
with the warmth of Biddy. = 

VENTILATION AND Propuction.—The heat from 
the metal hover or reflector naturally imduces 
entrance of fresh air. In the hover type this enters 
all round, ‘and there is not, and cannot be, an eificient 
protection against draughts, though theres am idea that 
if the hover is vaised above ground level or screened 
by a curtain ior ia fender, that the draughts are prre- 
vented. Obviously this cannot be, for the funda- 
mentalls of the design ame opposed to the exclusion of 
draughts. 


rr et. 


The “En-Tout-Cas” Challenge Cup (to be held for one year). 
To the owner of the individual bird producing the greatest num. 
ber of eggs.—Pen 22: Mr. J. T. Kidger, Copt Oak Lodge Markfield 
Leicester, White Wyandotte, 282 eggs. 

MEDALS. 

Section 1, Division A. Light Breeds (Six Birds).—Gold Medal: 
Mrs. R. Crawford, Highfield, Lowesby, Leicester, Pen 2, White 
Leghorns, 1280 eggs. Silver Medal: Messrs. Crawford and Dowell, 
Hungarton, Leicester. Pen 1, White Leghorns, 1073 eggs. Bronze 
Medal: Messrs. J and A. Moore. Wallton-by-Kimcote, Lutterworth 
Pen 4, Black Leghorns, 928 eggs. 

Section 1. Division B. Heavy Breeds (Six Birds).—Gold 
Medal: Mr. T. F. Wildman, Newbold Verdon, Leicester Pen 15, 
Rhode Island Reds, 1411 eggs. Silver Medal: Mrs. E, Ball, Great 
Claybrook, near Rugby, Pen 9, Rhode Island Reds, 1252 eggs. 
Bronze Medal: Messrs. Crawford amd Dowell, Hungarton, 
Leicester, Pen 7, Rhode Island Reds. 1309 eggs. 

Section 2. Any Breed (Two Birds).—Silver Medal: Mr. J | bs 
Kidger, Copt Oak Lodge, Markfield, Pen 22, White Wyandottes, 
449 eggs. Bronze Medal: Mr. Geo. Gillliver, Newbold Verdun, 
Leicesiter, Pen 21, White Wyandottes, 433 eggs, 


BREED AVERAGES. 


No. of Eggs Laid, Average 
Breed. Birds. Grade. per bird. 
A. B. C. 

Rhode I- Reds “see woo NG 12371 1949 17 193.7 
W. Leghorns * 14 2480 248 4 195.0 
Black Leghorns 12 1209 §24 62 149.5 
W. Wyandottes an ccog ne 1392 394 19 180.5 
Anconas ve 3 ae 386 81 0 233.5 


Total (all breeds) 


Highest Pen Record ‘Six Birds): Rhode Islamd Reds, 1411 eggs. 
Lowest Pen Record ‘Six Birds): Black Leghorns, 867 eggs. 
Highest Individual Record: White Wyamdotte, 282 eggs. 
Lowest Indiivdual Record: White Wyandotte, 65 eggs. 
Average value of eggs laid per bird: £1 ils. 49d. 
Highest price per dozen (pem of six birds): 2s. 2.33d 
Lowest price per dozen (pen of six birds: 1s. 7.94d. 

H. T. ATKINSON, 

6, St. Martin’s, Leicester. 


eee 17838 3196 102 188 7 
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The box is ‘little better, air entrance being uncon- 
trolled, the port hole having to be always open to 
prevent asphyxiation. Ventilation.,then is by uncon- 
trolled draughts, so where dies the air go? lt passes 
by the chicks, canmrying with it the fumes from the 
droppings amd exhalations of the birds against the 
metal reflector, where it is warmed amd thnown back 
upon the birds, Were it to pass through the ventila- 
tors, there would be Wittlle or mo heat available for the 
birds, . but by liniiting theventillation the heat is 
locked up inside the hover, and the wretched chicks 
are forced to breathe a devitalized and vitiated hot air, 
while their abdomens and hind quarters are exposed to 
the incoming cold air, and they may be seen struggling 
to reach the heat, and (to get away from the unavoid- 
able draughts This we do not see with the hen, a 
sure sign that the air available beams no resemblance 
to that supplied by Biddy. The struggles frequently 
result in death, and when the “‘ hover’’ ig square, the 
mangled remains of the chick ine founid erushied im the 
corners. 

Hyciiznei'—In alll cases inferior beeause of the diffi- 
culty of seeing the birds and the inaccessibility of the 
interior making cleaming troublesome amd inconvenient. 
There is usuailly a fetid air arising, a sure sign not iomnily 
of bad hygiene, but also defective ventilation. 

Such, then, are the adjuncts available. They came 
defective in warmth-giving qualities, in ventilation 
and hygiene, and the logs jof life spread over the whole 
industry is colossal, wasteful and eruel to the binds. 
A moment's reflection will show. that these adjuncts 
are very poor tmitations of the hen, 

The remedy is a Brooder, and mot a Hover, which 
should be round to prevent squashing im the comers 
‘and wherein fresh air is induced through a defined 
and moist medium by the heat-im the brooder, amd 
passes by the birds and through the top. -No metal 
hover or reflector should be used, go that there can be 
nio air-lock of poisoned air hovering jover the chicks. 
The enclosure must be proof against Jalbenall draughts, 
while down draughts must also be dlimimated. Every- 
thing shiooulld be simple, easily seen, and cleaned. 


The wuniter has, after years of trial, evolved such an 
appliance, wherein the chicks are always ‘‘eomtfy ”’ 
and never stuffy, and can be literally put to bed 
nightly in fresh aired and clean linen amd ‘‘tucked in’’ 
to any degree thought necessary, with mio more risk of 
asphyxiation than a baby in its cradle. 

His own results have been superb. 


tary of the Port Elizabeth Acnicultunal Society, Library 
Buildings, Market Square, South Afriiea. 

My test birds arrived in perfect @ondition, and every 
care was taken of them before, the competition’ com- 
meneed. I then approached the Secretary to 
Sell the birds to avoid return expenses. This has 
been done, and the result is £5 3s. 4d. per bird. 

I feel it ds my duty to let my fellow breeders knonv 
that a fair deal cam be anticipated for those who wish 
to renter the Port Elizabeth Contest, and I am. certain 
business will result. 

Yours, 


TOM BARRON. 


September 30th, 1923, 


Correspondence. 


FARMERS AND FOWLS. : 


i 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” | 


3 | 
Sir,—Your leading article in this week’s issv 
makes one rub one’s eyes, especially whe! 
Professor Malden’s many valuable contr ua 
to agriculture in the past are recalled. Th 
trouble is, I fear, that his views with regard Aj 
poultry are shared by some of the senior academ) 
agriculturists in the country. If this is so, the! 

| 


are, aS you point cut—wrong. 
Even on a small* farm with many fandicag 
such as buying food in single cwts. we can ¢ 
better than that. Feeding meat and bone me) 
at 17/6 cwt., gluten feed at 12/-, and kiln drie 
wheat at 11/-, our ration as fed to the birds work 
out to 12/5 per cwt. This is 1/3 or just over 1X) 
a lb. Allowing Mr. Malden’s 5 ozs. a; day, whic’ 
is a higher average than we find necessary, a bi 
eats 2.3 lbs. a week=2.99d., say 3d. One hundre| 
and twenty eggs a year are, roughly, two and) 
half eggs a week, which, at an average of 2d) 
bring in 5d., so that after deducting 3d. for foc! 
there is 2d. per bird left. We find-that S.P.B./) 
methods give a slightly higher average than thi 
We have a wage bill of 25/-, but this cannot a 
be put to the hens, because other stock and tl 
garden, etc., share. a 
One hundred and fifty birds, however, at they 
prices suffice to pay the 25/-, so that anyone ab) 
to be on the spot and do much of his own wor 
will agree with your criticism of the ‘‘ pessimist) 
remarks. The cost of rearing, etc., is coyered } 
sales of birds for table. | 
One other remark of yours fixes my attentio) 
You say you thought that the old-fashioned idk 
that the value of a food depended on its calo; 
value had been exploded! I can assure you, Si 
that nothing penetrates so slowly into the ming 
of academic agriculturists as the facts of “ Mode: 
Feeding.’’ For proof of this statement see tl 
antedeluvian questions set in the N.D.P. ar 
similar examinations. 
I am, etc., 

J. LEWIS ROSEDALE; | 


l 


PORT ELIZABETH CONTEST. | 


4 


To the Editor of “Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—I feel ait as only fair to report to Q 
fmends in the Poultry Industry the splendid treatm 
I have received from the Committee amd tthe Seer 


a 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). Fi 
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] 
(MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th, 1925, 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat is in larger 
ipply and with a slow trade is cheaper at all markets, the 
verage quotation being akout itis. 4d. per cwt. as against 
js. 7d. last week, while samples suitable for seed purposes realise 
fom 12s. to i3s. per cwt. English malting barley is in fair 
}quest, medium quality samples at London making from 12s. 6d. 
| 1$s. per cwt., while fine samples, vhich are scarce, make from 
3. dd. to 2is 3d. per cwt. Feeding barley is in little request 
lid cheaper, averaging about 9s. 6d. per cwt. as against 10s. 
| the previous week. flome-grown oats are in moderate supply 
iid generally sell at about late rates, but at Liverpool prices 
jwe declined 3d. pec cwt. on the week. White and black oats 
‘jw average 10s. and 9s. 4d. per cwt. respectively. 

Imported wheat meets a quiet trade at easier values, the 
erage quotation for No, 1 Manitoba having declined on the 
ek from 15s. 3d. to 148. 11d. per ewt. Foreign feeding barley 
jeets a slow demand at easier prices, while imported oats, 
‘though in quiet request, mostly realise recent rates. Maize 
in moderate demand and cheaper at all markets except 
vistol, Argentine averaging 9s. 10d. per cwt. 
| Milling offals. are generally in fair request at recent quota- 
jms, but at Bristol prices have declined from 2s. 6d. to 5s. 
‘rf ton. Meals mostly meet a quiet trade, and both barley 
eal and maize meal realise less money. Oil cakes meet a 
nited demand, and any price changes recorded are in favour 
| buyers. 
|. MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 12s; Hull, 
) 12s; Liverpool, £7 5s: London, £7 5s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
' 17s; Hull, £8 2s, London. £€ 10s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): 
mdon, £9 7s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £9 5s; 
wwerpool, £9 5s; London, £8 12s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, 
1s; Hull, £7 5s; London, £7 5s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 17s; 
verpool, £7 5s. MEA L.—Barley Meal; Bristol, £10; Hull, £11 8s; 
mdon, £11 2s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £11 15s; Hull, £10 10s: 
verpool, £11; London, £11 15s. Maize Meal (S. African): 
istol, £10 10s; London, £9 153. Maize Germ Meal: Hull, £10 15s: 
mdon, £10 5s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11 15s; London, £10. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 23s 0d, 17s 6d; Irish, 
3 6d, 2is 0d; Danish, 20s 9d, 20s 0d; Dutch, 22s 3d, 21s 0d; 
ench, 20s 6d, 185 6d; Belgian, 20s 3d, 19s 3d; Italian, 18s 0d, 
3 Od; Lithuanian, 16s 6d, 15s 6d, Polish, 13s Od, 12s 0d; Chinese, 
(3 6d, 12s 6d; Russian, 1483 6d, 12s 6d. 
| Dead Poultry (per lp.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 8d, 1s 4d; Irish, 
$d, 1s 0d; Others, is 6d, Ducks, 1s 2d, ig 0d. Geese, 1s 04d, 10d. 
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Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 2s 5d: Second, 2s 3d. Birmingham: 
rst, 2s 23d; Second, 2s 0d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 9d; Second, 
| hd. Chelmsford: First, 2s 34d; Second, 23 24d. Colchester: 
rst, 28 43d; Second, 2s 13d. Doncaster: First, 28s 3d: Second, 
‘2d. Dorchester: First, 2g 72d; Second, 2s 6d. Exeter: First, 
| 4d. Hereford; First, 2s 3d. King’s Lynn: First, 2s 2d: Second, 
0d. Llandilo: First, 2s 4d. Montgomery: First, 2s 2d. Newport 
jon): First, 2s 3d; Second, 2s 1d. Norwich: First, 2s 1d. 
wwestry: First, 2s 7d. Penzance: First, 25 0d: Second, is 11d. 
\ffron Walden. First, 2s 6d; Second, 2s 14d. St. Ives (Hunts): 
itst, 2s 03d; Second, 1s 114d. Salisbury: First, 2s 7d; Second, 

Skipton: First, 2s 3d. Truro: First, Is 11d; Second, 1s 10d. 
elshpool: First, 2s 2d; Second, 2s 0d. *Carlisle: First, 2s 10d. 

Jerby: First, 2s 3d. *Ipswich: First, 2s 4d; Second, is 9d. 
ancoln: First, 2s 3d: “Shrewsbury: First, 2s 3d; Second, 2s 0d. 
ork: First, 2s 7d; Second, 2s 5d. 


FOWLS. 

Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
st, +5s 6d; Second, t6s Od. Exeter: First; 1s 4d. Hereford: 
rst, 1s 3d; Second, is 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 5d. 
2wport (Mon.): First, 1s 94; Second, 1s 4d. ’ruro: First, 1s 4d. 
elshpool: First, 1s 4d; Second, is 2d, *Derby: First, 45s 0d; 
cond, t3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 6d. *Lincoln: First, +5s 6d; 
cond, {3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *York: 
rst, t5s 0d; Second, +t4s 0d. 


DUCKS. 


| Per lb—Birmingham: First, 1s 3d: Second, 1s 0d. Doncaster: 
'Tst, 45s 6d; Second, t5s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 3d. Hereford: 
\Tst, is 3d; Second, 1g 2d. Llamndilo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 6d. 
elsh ool: First, is 3d; Second, is Od. *Derby: First, t4s 6d; 
cond, +3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 4d, *York: First, t6s 0d; 
|cond, tis 6d. E 


* At these markets. the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
| rs direct to consumers. Ait other markets prices are. those 
‘Md to producers by retailers. } Per head, 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs *’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 


Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to’ the Editor, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘‘Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894, 


Classified Advertisements Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


— 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of 
‘‘ Eggs,’’ it is imperative that new advertisements 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST ON 
FRIDAY MORNING ‘to ensure insertion In the 
following Wednesday’s issue. It is hardly neces- 
sary to add that the earlier in the week we receive 
copy the better it Is for everyone concerned. 


PROOFS. 


We cunnot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 


i — eins eth 


Classified Advertisements. 
(PREPAID. RATES.) 


ld. per wo1d—minimum charge, is. 0d.; 13 


insertions at price of 12. Bold headlines 
inserted at an extra charge per insertion 
accerding to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, 
DAY-OLD CHICKS ,, 


per line, extra 9d. 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be total sd 
when the following table wili be of assist- 
ance :— 


9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
1/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 


When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 


Insertion constitutes acknowledgment of 

remnittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted. 


distinctly 
which 


Advertisements must be 
marked with the Heading under 
they are to appear. 


Advertisements must be written on a 
separate sheet of paper, and one side 
of the paper only. 


Name and Address to be counted. In the 
case of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘“ Box,” ‘“ Eggs,” 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, §8.E£.16, to be counted as 
eight words, i.e., making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (is. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 


Advertisements must reach this office 
FIRST POST ERIDAYS 
for insertion in the following Wednesday’s 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be inserted in the next issue. 

PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY, and TO 
AVOID MISPRINTING OF STRAINS, 
NAMES AND ADDRESSHS, THESE 
SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN PRINTED 
CHARACTERS. 


Displayed Advertisements. 


Ordinary Page, £8 15s. 6d.; Half Page 
£4 7s. 9d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d.: Onc 
Columin, £2 18s. 6d.; Half Column, £1 9s, 3d.; 
Quarter Column, 14s. 9d. One inch, 6s. 6d 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Oover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounts for Series. 
Full Scale of Advertising Rates on appli- 
cation, 

Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. ‘i. 
BURLES, ‘EGGS,’ = 94, FARNCOGMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16, MUST REACH 

CEO ESD 


US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 


for insertion in following issue. Those 
received later will be inserted in the next 
issue 

A DEPOSI'l SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use of same. When remitting 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the full 
amount of purchase money should be sent 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of same. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 


sent’ direct to he Bee i 
poe a eeches, Rudgwick, 


EGGS. 


ECCS8. 
FOR SALE. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.I Reds, Eggs, Chicks, and Stock Birds. 
List free. Satisfaction insisted on. (See 
under Ducks and Drakes also). 


Hens fed on Fu!-O-Pep Laying Mash 
lay far more eggs than hens fed on any 
other feeding plans because Ful-O-Pep 
not only increases the weekly average of 
eggs—but maintains hens’ health and 
strength, so that the non-productive 
period is shortened and the years of 
laying ability are lengthened. 


A hen consumes 52-lbs. of Mash in a 
year, If the best Mash costs 3/- more 
per cwt. the hens’ feeding cost goes up 
just 1/6d. annually. Nine extra eggs 
therefore will pay the increased cost. 


It is comman knowledge that Ful-O-Pep 
users sret at least 40 to 50 extra eggs 
each year from each hen. 


This is why it pays to feed the finely 
ground, perfectly balanced Ful-O-Pep 
Laying Mash, sold only in the blue 
striped bags. 


You get a bigger return on your money 
the easy Ful-O-Pep way. 


For complete information on this most 
vital subject, write for your free copy of 
the Ful-O-Pep Handy Monthly Guide, 
the most valuable book on Incubation, 
Rearing and Poultry Husbandry. 


FUL-(¢G:PEpP 


LAYING MASH 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


The Ful-O-Pep Guide has detailed sugges- 
tions for every month in the year, also 12 
monthly egg charts for you to record your 
eggs. Sent free and postage paid. 


Ful-0-Pep Poultry Fee s are made and guarantced by 
Quaker Oats Ltd., 11, Finsbury Square, London, E.c, 2. 


September 30th, 


ECCS. 


FOR SALE. 


Light Sussex Eggs for hatehing; 
Cooks’ direct, mated to Slade’s Cock 


7s, 6d. dozen.—Miss Gregg, Little 
Kent. 


Br. 


Eggs for Early Spring Chickens for 
livery in October and November: R LR} 
Sussex, Sussex x Wrandiotte, Wyamidot 
R.LR. 7s doz.; 50s., 100. Chicks bee 
double above prices.—Wilkinson, £ 
lands P.F., Heysham. P 
oa 
LIGHT SUSSEX EGGS for HATCHI 
Also Red and Brown Sussex, now Te 
for spring chicken trade; big ty 
hens. State requirements. Quotation 
return.—Hodges, Heathfield. 


ECGS AND CHICKS. — 
FOR SALE. 


—— 


Table Poultry. Now booking orders | 
Eggs, from Special Table Crosses for Spri 
Chickens; 7s. 6d. dozen, £3, 100: unferti} 
replaced._Simmins, M.8.P.B.A., Heathfie 
Sussex. | 


—E 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


John Ingham, Woodside Poultry Faiz 
Townsley, near Burnley, Specialist Bree? 
of Anconas. Now is your opportunity 
secure Britain’s Best Anconas: guarants 
1924 Pullets: 6s. amd 7s 6d. each; camrig 
paid; satisfaction guaranteed. Also Lit 
ted number of Splendid 1924 Black Leght 
and White Leghorn Pullets, 1925 Pulk 
Prices on application. 
By 
Cockerels, Pullets, and few Adults” 
practically all breeds (including impo 
American f . ‘d 
Cass, Manager, : 
Halesowen.—_My Name is a guarantee | 
reliability of stock. of 
Pon ee eee SSIES 


White Leghorn (Frank Snowden x Raj 
ford, both direct), and R.1I R. (Bouel 
direct), Pullets for Sale, at 12s. 6d, i 
and 2is.; from  blood-tested, trap-nes! 
stock.—Mrs. Athol Stuart, Boxmoor, Hert 
Jee et ee ee 

Frank Snowden’s ‘Daily Mail” stri 
White Leghorns; expensive parents. | 
Pullets, March, 1925; superb quality; 1 
each. Six February, commenced layil 
1is. each. Cockerels, 15s.-20s. each. Seve! 
won prizes._-Harry Whiteoak, The Gram) 
Kildwick, Keighley. i 


Genuine 1924 R.I. Reds Pullets (Measurg 
mostly through moult; laying; six, ot} 
Twelve, 52s.; Cock, 7s. 6d. Carriage Pa 
Approval. Cash Deposit. — Balch, Hi 
Spring Gardens, Keighley ek 


Genuine 1924 White Leghorn Pullets (By 
ron’s); through moult; point laying; | 
24s.; Twelve, 45s.; fifty, £9. Ona 
Approval. _Cash_ Deposit. — Balch, i} 
Spring Gardens, Keighley. 


White Wyamdotte Pullets, hatched B 
ruary, 1925; Wilson Beattie a8} 
Williams: 7s. 9d. each.—Poultryman, Tov) 
House, Bideford. ‘ oP 

a | 

We continue to receive repeat ondene 
Pullets. Further enquiries invited.—W 4} 
ang Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, Chelti 

am. 2: a 


WHITE LEGHORN PULLETS 


Fifty Pullets, hatched mid-April; Hams 
strain; crossed Misses Ranford Cockere 
10s. each, f.o.r—Lynn and O'Reilly. Kin 
fold Poultry Farm, Bililngshurst, Suese 
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Extensible Unit !suildings. 


4 


"= Thres Type L All-Purpose Houses, each 40ft. x 15ft., accommodatini 200 pulleis each; homses erected on oak stakes on very 
Re . Be F Ae ee has Gis a NT. ; 
‘steep ground, All equipped -with guttening, water tanks, and sliding doors. Owner: Major H.C. Few, Drayton Lodge, Ninfield. 


. - Battle, Sussex. 


s If your pullet egg yield does not average about 200 there is something wrong. | a cen have raised their average from 
a 150-160 to over 200 eggs; we can ensure that figure. GSonsult us. 


Please mention “‘ Eggs.” 


LN W. H. COLT, Ltd., “iss 


Bethersden, nr. Ashford, Kent; and Bush House, Aldwych, W.C. 


The 
‘COTSWOLD’ 


Super-Intensive 
Fouse, 

Sizes from 6ft. to 100ft. 
in length 


alalogue, 


PS: 


All PHIPPS’ 
Appliances are 

sent Carriage Paid 
in England and Wales. 


October 7th, 1935, 


SECURE 


BLOOD-TESTED STOC 
NOW 


“ FROM 


John H. Dowden & Son. 


ines B= Ree S 


We have a number of. individually vehorace hens in our 
five varieties, 


W.L., W.W., Rul.R., L.S., and B.L., — 


also a few stock cockerels, bred from individually recorded! 
and progeny-tested hens. Write for our illustrated 
catalogue without delay, and secure the pick of these 
birds NOW. 


re vebaoeG HEB 6 


Prices from £6 7s. 6d. 


phates 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & 


“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex, | 


Be ek 
fan) 
> 
- 


aie 


WITHOUT 
THE 
_ SLIGHTEST 
DOUBT 
THE = 
VERY BEST | 
HOUSES 


® 9 ae a ee ue Sm ets ge 
3 2 == een 4 Home L.. EVER 
. Se PE eae MAINTAINING | 
Oi tr ; ge ge LF cha i ae THE STOCK IN | 
See Pe liege | Geta Ree ee TIP-TOP =| 


CONDITION © 
AND 


Houses eS Se yt? CONSEQUENT 
bone A aa Ve eee ENSURING 


HIGHEST 


No Lt. 60 ft. x 12-ft. (six section), supplied to Mr. J. McInnes Skinner, 
Bramerton Grange, Norwich, who, when placing fester orders, writes :— 

‘I have several customers coming this week to see your house, and hope I may be able to get you some orders. I should 
like to assure you how highly I appreciate the excellence of your house and granary. I do not believe that the former can be™ 
beaten either in design, workmanship, or construction. The house is beautifully airy and perfectly ventilated, and embodies 
every feature that goes to make the perfect.poultry house. There is nothing shoddy or second- class in-sit: The granary is” 
splendidly built, thoroughly strong and substantial. |! heartily congratulate you on them hoth.” ; 


Full particulars from the maker— 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm & Appliance Works | 
——__— EAST HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. 7 


| 
{ 
\ 


Editorial. 


DEE: EER 
PEATHERED: LEGS {Ba C: 


A correspondent wrote to the effect that among 
me Black Leghorn chickens which he had pur- 
ased one had developed a pea-comb and 
athered legs. © Our reply, published in the 
wwers to Queries columns, in answer to his 
quest for an explanation, was that it was a 
peless cross-bred. Commenting on this in his 
Her, which appears in another column, Mr. 
im-Murdoch says :— 
“T can’t speak for the comb, but can assure 
you that feathers on legs do not in themselves 
prove it to be an out-and-out cross-bred.”’ 


He then goes on to say, that he has known 
veral instances where absolutely pure and stud- 
éd blacks, mated once only to another black 
éed, but with feathers on its legs, and also a 
ud-bred bird of its sort, gave many instances of 
athered legs with the progeny, and instances 
@urred of such feathered legs in pullets after 
eér ten years continuous mating. . 
What Mr. Burn-Murdoch has to say 1s un- 
miotedly correct, but we never hinted that the 
td was .a hopeless cross-bred because it had 
athered legs, it was the combination of the pea- 
mb and the feathered legs which influenced the 
mmion that was expressed. An example of what 
“meant may interest Mr. Burn-Murdoch. The 
ght Brahma was largely used to make the Light 
issex ; it has vellow legs. In a well-known flock 
Light Sussex there appeared some years ago, 
uch” to the annoyance of the owner, a number 
birds with yellow legs. As no outside blood 
id been introduced for many years, the appear- 
ice of these birds was a little puzzling ; but it 
aS simply a case of reversion, there was no 
iestion of their not being pure Sussex. A few 
seks ago we were on a farm and were shown a 
ick of Light Sussex. Here again the yellow leg 
aS-in evidence, but with it a rose-comb, sure 
idence that it was the result of a cross between 
White Wyandotte and a Light Sussex. There 
aS not a suspicion of its being a-case of rever- 
On, and the pea-comlb, combined ‘with the 
athered legs, was sufficient evidence that the 
fd to which Mr. Burn-Murdoch refers was a 
Wpeless cross-bred.. There is nothing in the 
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history of the Black Leghorn which will account for 
that pea-comb, but there is something in the 
history of the Light Sussex which will account for 
that yellow leg. One wonders now what breeders 
mean by “‘ pure,’’ and there is need of a definition. 
There is nothing in the least surprising in what 
Mr. Burn-Murdoch has to tell us of the appearance 
of feathered legs in his Black Leghorns tor many 
generations, after he had outcrossed with another 
black breed, presumably the Croad Langshan. 
He must be aware that the individual carries all 
the characters of his race to a greater or lesser 
degree. It would be almost true to say that 
selective breeding is based on the knowledge of 
this fact—that is, we select for the characters 
which are mo strongly developed in the in- 
dividual, and which are most economic and 
desirable. Egg production is racial, high fecundity, 
however, is individual; it is ‘but the eharacter of 
the race most strongly developed in the individual. 
There are plenty of examples of the reversion to 
feathered legs. Every breeder of Buff or Black 
Orpingtons will casey find a few of his birds 
with feathered legs. In the Buff it is a legacy from 
the Lincolnshire ’ Buff, in the Blacks from the 
Croad Langshan or the Black Cochin. Light 
Sussex breeders get it as a legacy from the 
Brahma, and the same breed is responsible for 
its occasional ypearance in Wyandottes. It will 
be readily understood from this that the appear- 
ance of feathers on the legs is not in itself suffi- 
cient to condemn a bird as a cross-bred. 
Nevertheless, is difficult to understand the 
appearance of feathered legs in pure Black Leg- 
horns, for the Black is a pure breed, and not a 
composite breed, as is the case with our Orping- 
tons, Wyandottes, Rocks, Reds, Sussex, etc. In 
its native state it is a much smaller bird than we 
are accustomed to see. That attempts at im- 
provement were made by crossing with the 
Minorca, also with the Ancona, and Brown Leg- 
horn, we are aware 3} in some cases, too, crosses 
were made with the Black Rock, but we never 
heard of any Black Leghorn breeder who either 
for exhibition or utility purposes used a feathered- 
legged variety to improve his stock. Of course, a 
first cross with a Croad Langshan has been com- 
mon enough, but that is a different niatter. We 
wonder if Mr. Burn-Murdoch will be good enough 
to explain these feathered legs in his pure Black 
Leghorns, and whether there was any tendency to 
broodiness with these particular birds. 
A correspondent puts a question which we must 
confess we find the greatest difficulty in answer- 
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ing, and one it is best to admit at once that we 
cannot satisfactorily answer. It is :—‘* This 
physical constitution which a bird inherits, what 
exactly is it? Has it any connection with 
stamina? ’”’ 


We know constitutional vigour is inherited. 
Apparently our correspondent wants to know 
exactly what is meant by the term. When we 


speak of constitution in this connection, we mean 
the aggregate of the physical and vital powers of 
the individual, by vigour we mean their strength 
or force; the actual meaning of stamina is the 
fixed firm part of the body, as the bones. That 


‘> the literal meaning, but we must not take things 


too literally. There is the story of the English- 
man and Frenchman crossing the Channel. It 


was.a rough night, and the Englishman who occu- 
pied the upper berth was a bad sailor and was 
very ill. During one of his spasms he called out 
to the Frenchman, ‘‘Look out,’”’ and the French- 
man looked out. So we must not be too literal. 
As we use the term stamina, it is generally meant 
tc conyey the degree of resistant: power. We must 
leave it at that; readers may, perhaps, find a better 
explanation for us. 

The writer’s second question arises out of an 
article which appeared in “‘ Eggs,” dated January 
»8th. In it we suggested, in contradiction to the 
view generally held, that a hen does not transmit 
her fecundity through her sons, but that she may 
transmit through them, to her daughters, the 
physical constitution which enables them to give 
fullest expression to the character fecundity. He 
asks, ‘“‘ What effect can those factors which a hen 
transmits to her sons have on her daughters?”’ 
In our view she cannot transmit through her sons 
anything but the physical constitution which 
enables the daughters to give fullest expression to 
their character-fecundity, and the degree in which 
it is transmitted depends on the degree in which 
the son inherits from his dam and his sire. In 
answer to a third question, in view of the answers 
given above, we would not necessarily advise the 
introduction of fresh blood each year. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 

So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A. 
This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. 1s out 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
with it many advantages, namely: Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many- other 
advantages too numerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Horsham, Sussex. The financial year began on 
1st September. 


Answers to Queries. | 
By the EDITOR. | 


DUCKS. 

Rev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, wi 
answer at! queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extrem) 
urgency auswer would be direct, otherwise they will appea 
in these columns, 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES ” for postznortem examination should be sent 14 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S.,  Tarriz) 
Read, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately aft 
death. marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. for 
reply by post. ‘he name and address of the sender shou 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch ai) 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunder| 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules wih 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as | 
writing their name and address distimctly on the package. 

REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to mo 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. p| 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, amd relate 
every phase of poultry-keepinmg except pust-mortem examin) 
tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by pc! 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT fre 
Maior Saunders). 


ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Sauride| 
does not reply to questions either by post or through the 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. | 


E. H. L. K. (Kent) has just erected a pout) 
house, 80ft. x 17ft., and now learns that the 1a) 
birds in it died from diphtheric roup. No attemi 
was made to cure the disease, amd the birds simp 
died out The house has been empty for years, al 
probably the diseased birds were in this house fi 
or six years ago. He now wants to know wheth| 
he can safely use this house with ordinary disimifec 
ing of Izal spraying, or must he ‘try mome herc 
measures, such as sulphur candles or creosote, eith 
of which would be difficult amd expensive ?—Liy 
wash with some poison in it would perhaps | 
cheaper. ‘The point is, how long is the diphther 
roup germ dangerous? This latter question I canny 
answer. It would be an ‘‘hemoic’’ measure to # 
tempt fumigation of such a house with  sullphi 
candles, and as ‘‘E. H. L. K.’’ does not wamtt } 
creosote, the Izal-sprayme' twoulld answer lif ab | 
thoroughly done. Limewash with a quarter of! 
pound of crude carboli¢ acid to the gaillon would al 
be effective. If later on, ‘‘E. H. L. K.”’ suffe 
from am outbreak of diphtheric roup, it — will =r | 
necessamily follow that # was because the house W 
infected. 


S. D. (St. Helens) has 70 Wyandottes and Le 
horns on free range, ‘having @an acre amd a half) 
land, and fed on the folllowing diry mash, hoppé 
open all day:—BSran, two parts; Alfallfa Meal, on 
Thirds, four; Ground Oats, Maize Meal ‘amd F 
Meal, one part each; Grain; equal parts Oats, Whi 
and Maize. One hamdful to every three birds im 1 
morning, and one to every ‘two at might. Avery 
egos per day 30 of ordimary size, amd a few fall 
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mge. Has had three fowls with the back « portion 
own, which he is advised is egg strain, two he has 
Med, and he is undecided about the other. — I 
ather this is a case of prolapsus of the oviduct. If 
re parts of the mash are by rier and the birds 
ave range over an acre and a half, the fish meal 
vould probably be the ating’ cause, and it would 
e@ advisable to reduce it by one half. A good feed 
or the ducks from now onward would be :— “One part 
iran; two, I'hirds; ome, Maize Meal rand Ground 
tats; and one, Fish Meal or Meal; parts by weight. 


——— 


T. R. BR. (Scarborough). Your friend is right. 
‘our hens carry the single comb factor. If you mate 
fem to a maile pure for rose-comb, alll the progeny 
mill be rose-comb, but they,.or some of them, will 
ary the single-comb factor, and you can only diis- 
over those which are ‘pure’ for rose-comb by 
weeding. This will involve a great deal of trouble 
nd the keeping of accurate records. Mate roge- 
omb hens tio 'a single comb maile. Thioose which throw 
li rose-combs willl be pure for that chamacter, those 
which throw a percentage of single, will, of course, 
ot be pure. If you mate single-comb hens to a 
gse-comb male, and they alll come rose-combed, you 
ali know the male is pure for that character. There 
re no external means by which you can tell! whether 

bird wall throw all vose-combs or not. I think you 
re slightly under-feeding. “It woulld be advisable to 
ive a full two ounces of grain as the last feed. You 
ould remember that the birds spend a very long 
ime on the perch now. We have no records as to 
he effect of the temperature on egg production. The 
.P.B.A. will carry out such a test on its experi- 
rental farm. 


-M: H. D. (Neweastile). It is so difficult to advise 
ou when you send such scanty details. All birds 
aope and droop their wings when they are sick. It 
ill niot enable anyone to say what is the cause of the 
ickmess. But as ail of them are affected, I am in- 
lined to think it is some ingredient in the food. If 
ou will send me samples I will try and help you, in 
be meantime it would be advisable to omit tthe fish 
aeal from ithe mash as being the most Tikely cause, 
nd examine the wheat for mould. A dose of Epsom 
alts will do the birds good; more than this I cannot 
ay at present. If you ‘mate Black Leghorm cockerels 
vith Rhode Island Red hens, you will not be able to 
tect the sex at hatching. 


-Bager (Stafford)... I think you misunderstand me. 
am iagaimst in-breeding or line-breeding as a system 
f breeding for ege production. Reasons have already 
een given in ‘ ‘Egos,’ ” and space willl niot ‘aillow me 
9° give them here. but I hawe never been against. the 
aalting ef two  closely-reliated individuals, even 
‘rother and sister, if they «are exceptional. By 
hat I mean possessed not of exceptional egg records 
tly, but of type, vigour and stamina. Therefore I 
ould not condemn your idea of mating the Leghorn 
a to his eramd-daughter as she jis such an out- 


227 


standing bird, and he has bred you such good stock. 
Phe cockerels from such a mating should be very 
valuable. You are quite right, I don’t thing Felch’s 
chart is the least bit of vallue to the breeder for e egg 


production. As I have explained before, the degree 
ot relationship is not the important factor in line- 
breeding. You a mate two forty-second cousins 
and two first cousins. If tthe former have poor con- 


stitutionis, they vil throw poor stock. If the latter 
have good ones they willl throw good stock. It iis the in- 
dividual that cc: ints allways. (2) If you make up 
your mind that you will incubate only the largest 
eggs, that will not help you to build up a big egg 
strain. You must breed only from those midividuails 
which have the large egg mode, not those which lay 
small ege's and oc -casionel large ones. The size of 
the egg the pulllet is going to lay is not determined 
by the size of the egg from which she is hatched. 
At the time eggs are selected for incubation they ave 
usually larger then at any tame, amd a small ege mode 
hen may lay a sizable eggs at that time. (3) ERE 
were buying a male bird, and paying the price you 
name, I should expect a better pedigree than the 
dam's record. The winter record and date of first 
egg, with size of egg, and gire’s dam’s record should 
be included. Why, certainly, I would say that the 
external charactensties of a male would to a great 
extent guide me as to whether the record claimed for 
the dam was correct or not. ‘You willl umderstand 
the limitations to this 


Devon (Barnsta vple). I think the real trouble 
that you underfed the pulllets from the eighth to tie 
fourteenth week. They should have had two mashes 
a day then, and one feed of grain. * There was 
nothing actuaily “Wrong with the feeding, and there 
is’ ni othing you can do now but give them as much good 
food «as they will consume. A good wet mash would 
be:—-Middlings, three parts; Bran, Biscuit Meal and 
Sussex Ground Oats, one part each; and Meat and 
Bone Meal, half a part. I do mot think skimmed 
milk would help them much iat this period, My 
experience has been that milk ig not of much value 
in development after the twellfth week. The addition 
of two per cent. cod Iver oil would be betiter now. 
The ‘‘lankinees’’ of which you write iis am indication 
of under-feeding. 


«6 


J” (Dorset) sends samples of English white 
chpped oats at 12s. 6d. This is a very good 
sample, but the price is rather high. Broad bran 
at 10s. 3d. is another excellent sample. Maize 
germ meal at 12s. 1s good, and good value at 
the money. Broad bran at Qs. od. also good, but 
it does not compare favourably with the other 
sample. Sussex ground oats at 15s. are. a good 
sample, and good value at the meney. Alfalfa 
meal at 16s. fair quality, but a little high in price. 
English sharps at Ios. 3d. contain rather too much 
bran, and are not particularly good value at the 
money. If ‘‘J.’’ 1s -feeding oyster shell it is 
unnecessary to feed grit in addition: 
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POST-MORTEMS. 


L. C.—The post-mortem examination..of the pullet 
showed that she was affected with gout, the kidneys 
being so involved that they were unable to perform 
their functions of ee waste products. Birds 
showing similar symptoms should receive a tulll dose 
of Epsom or Glauber salts, 20 to 80 grains, amd be 
placed on low diet, consisting of grainiand green stuff 
only. Smali doses of salts, say, 10 praims for birds 
of this weight, should be given in the drinking water 
every other day for a week or ten days, this to lower 
tension and to promote elimination, 


———— 


B. P. C.—The post-mortem’ examination of the 
1924 hen, No. 532, showed that the cause was peri- 
tonitis, due to perforation of the intestines in several 
places. The perforations were caused by ulceration 
ot the intestinal waills due to the activities of tape- 
worms, the Eee de Echinobrothrida, the condition 
produced being aptly termed “nodular taeniasis.”’ 
Birds so far advs ee as this would not recover under 
treatment, but 1 should advise the ““worming”’ of 
the rest of the flock. For this purpose ome teaspoon- 
tul of powdered ee at bark may be mixed 
in the mash for 100 birds, to be folllowed some hours 
after with another mash sotain we liozs. of Epsom 
salts for a lake number. 


to have for successful working-—-I- say iadvisalbly 
‘‘ ought to have,’’ for I would warn readers about 
buying haphazard or bundles of trees at Auction Room 
Sales. These types of trees ane not cheap. at any 
ficure. 

The number of trees you will require ts another item 
for early decision, so I had better touch on that next. 
It is probable, on account of the irregular sub- 
division of the fields into ral runs, thiat equal dis- 
tances between trees cannot be armanged, so the chief 
point of warning is that they should not be over- 
crowded. ‘Ti sing the half st: andard type of tree, I 
think it best‘on the poultry farm to alllow alt least 15 
feet between the compact. or upright growers, and 
increase up to 20 feet for ne vigorous or spreading 
varieties. Bush trees can be from 12 to 18 feet apart, 
and if you decided on any standard trees, then from 
20 to 30 feet apart is best. 


er 
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Be sure and keep quite free of any risk of branches 
eventually coming in contact with the wire netting, as 
not only will it “damage the trees, but the wounds 
caused are just where diseases start to attack them, 
and much evil wrought for want iof thought. Also bear 
in mind-the need of clear gangways for taking a cart 
through the runs or orchards. 


With these points in mind, you ean easily work out 
the approximate number of trees to order quickly, and 
avoid disappointment when ready to plamt, for gocd 
trees are soon booked up by fruit growers. Some 
remarks on preparing ground and planting must form 
the subject of my next article. 
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Some Fruit-Growing Note s 


to help Poultry-Keepers. . 
By F, W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. = 
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APPLE STOR AGEH.—As I have had enquiries | 
to where the “‘ Oiled Wraps ’’ for apples to be ston 
could be purchased, I think it may be useful to oth 
readers if I give the address to-day. £ 


Mr. P. M. Miller kindly sent me a leaflet, issued] 
the Devon County Horticultural Society, with phot 
of the experiment I-mentioned in my notes of Se 
tember 2nd, and in a letter he told me that Messr 
Geo. Moor, Ltd., Sundries Department, Cove) 
Garden, London, sold this specially-prepared papi 
at about 2s. per 1,000. Possibly it could also} 
bought in sheets, and then cut up to varying sige 
Other points of interest that I did not mention befo 
were that “‘ No specially constructed store room W 
needed; no .special trays or shelves,’’ and thiat on 
‘‘standard bushel boxes were used, and they we 
stored away in ordimary packing sheds from Octiob 
to February 27th.’’ The appearance of the Oiled Wr: 
Fruit was better, in fact they looked “‘ just as fre 
as when picked,’’ and, further, that although cont 
tions were similar, these apples were also kept fr 
from skin spots which iattacked the other two expe: 
mental boxes which were not Oiled Wrapped. 


-AUTUMN NOTES (Continued), No. 8.—It may) 
remembered, in my last notes I had to break off whi 
mentioning certain important points which nequin 
“ immediate consideration ’’ at this season of the ye 
if we are thinking about planting fruit trees t 
winter, : 

I touched briefly on the questions: Soil, situatie 
selecting trees, early planting, amd age for them wh 
planting. The next point the Poultry- Keeper mw 
remember is that talking all the arguments into @@ 
sideration that ‘‘half standard’’ form of tree is the be 
pro canis for this eombined farming. The ‘“busl 
tree would give a quicker return by coming intto bet 
ing sooner, but they can only be advised for his kiteh 
garden, or in the runs which he intends to reserve: 4 
the rearing of chicks. On large poultry farms 7% 
“Standard ’ might be considered, but to repeat M™ 
self, I prefer, for main planting, the hallf stamdan 
The question as to what stock has been used for gma 
ing is important, and the nurseryman should Ibe @ 
sulted when ordering, as not only dies the stock va 
according to whet her you have standards, half sta 
dards, or bush trees, but also certain varieties 
better on a “‘free stock’ or ‘‘paradise,’’ irrespecti 
of the form selected. The reliable munseryman ¥ 


always advise you im the matter. 4 


It will be noticed that I am not entering into detal 
or names of trees to-day, but simply suggesting thin 
for early consideration to avoid hasty onderines 
planting at the last moment, and very often dis 
pointment by not getting just what you want, or oie 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 


. 
| 


Detober 7th, 1925. 


| a 


Table Poultry Production. 


~ 
A Lecture delivered at the Midland College Conference 


By JOHN H. DOWDEN. 


Continued from Page 220. 


The question of HOUSING growing chicken I 
ve found is best solved by the use of the old- 
shioned Sussex Night Ark. We have a very 
“ge number ot those in use on Our Own farm, and 
strongly recommend them. his house, of which 
jave a model here, has a slatted floor, and no 
rches are used when the birds housed are in- 
aded for table use. Crooked breasts are thereby 
firely eliminated, and it will be seen by this 
bdel that ample ventilation is afforded, both top 
d bottom. No cleaning out is necessary with 
's house, as all droppings fall through the slatted 
Or. Where ground is hmited, a dropping board 
fn be placed underneath the ark, but in my case, 
th unlimited free range available, the house is 
tited to a fresh piece of ground every day. The 
‘ds are housed in these arks up to the age of 
(to 14 weeks, as an average rule, and then trans- 
fed straight to fattening coops. I have also a 
ydel of this appliance here. 
Ine of the chief points to bear in mind when 
iring chicken for this purpose is the maintenance 
a steady rate of growth. It is imperative that 
check in growth should occur, as if the birds 
2 once allowed to lose conditron they rarely, if 
*r, recover to make first-class table poultry. 
ed your stock liberally from the commencement, 
th a view to clearing at the earliest possible 
ment. In many cases, unfortunately for the 
mer, these birds are given just a maintenance 
a0n, with the result that they are on hand for 
feral weeks longer than they need be. 
“think I have sufficiently impressed on you the 
portance of keeping the stock in good healthy, 
mp condition. his cannot so easiuy be done if 
* birds are fed on some of the rearing mashes 
common use to-day, or if the cockerels and 
lets are allowed to run too long together. As 
Mas the cockerels are separated the mash should 
isist of. Sussex ground oats, sharps, maize meal, 
1“ Dento’’ Marrow Meal. The last-named in- 
‘dient I find very excellent for growing stock. 


*EEDING.—When the birds are placed in fatten- 
;coops at about 12 weeks old the mash must 
a wet one, and is best composed of Sussex 
wind oats, and this ‘should be muxed with 
mmed milk if possible. Failing this, condensed 
dried milk may be used. Two of the most im- 
Tant points to watch during the coop feeding 
10d are the consistency of the food and the 
Ount given. During the first day or two the 
d should be quite thin, gradually thickening as 
‘time goes on, until at the final stages and 
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during the cramming period it should be quite 
thick. A common mistake in fattening is to over- 
feed in the early stages. This must be avoided, ° 
and at no time should the birds be given more 
than they will completely clear up in 20 minutes. 
Place the coops in a sheltered position in the 
open, where it will be found that the birds will 
thrive far better than if enclosed in a ‘ouilding. 
They require no watef, grit or green food when 
in the coops. It will be found that after the tenth 
day some of the birds will lose their appetites as 
a result of the confinement, and when this occurs 
they should be crammed twice daily, or, in the case 
of small birds with small crops, thrice daily is 
necessary for the best results, and in order to 
bring them to marketable condition at the earliest 
date. Ido not recommend the sending of partially 
fattened birds to the market. It will in all cases 
be found to be advisable to cram them artificially 
for a short period. It is this little extra feeding 
which gives the finish and the bloom, and, as before 
pointed out, it is these finishing touches that count. 
It will be seen from the above that there really 
are no secrets. There are, of course, as in most 
other undertakings, rules which must be strictly 
adhered to if the ‘best results are to be obtained. 
Having mastered the routine practice is necessary, 
both in the arts of trough feeding and cramming, 
and in addition to this a study must be made of 
the best methods of killing, plucking and preparing 
for the market, for it is these details that largely 
determine the price realised by the finished article. 
The actual CRAMMING is an operation which 
needs a good deal of practice, or damage will be 
done to the crop of the bird. The cramming tube 
should be passed to the entrance of the crop only. 
The crop should only be partially filled for the first 
two or three craminings, and it will often be found 
that the bird will peck a little food from the-trough 


after having been crammed. If it will do this so 
much the better, as it expands the crop. A week 
or ten days of cramming should be quite sufhcient 
ta put the finishing touches to the birds. Except 


in the very hottest weather they may be cram:med 
the night prior to killing. The killing and plucking 
of the birds must then be mastered, also the 
shaping and pressing. This latter is a very im- 
portant point, since if they are carelessly killed, 
plucked and packed, much of the benefit obtained 
from careful fattening will be lost. If haphazard 
methods are employed, senders to the market must 
be prepared to accept just what their produce will 
realise from an unwilling buyer. The fact that 
white-legged table birds realise more per lb. than 
yellow-legged is sufficient to demonstrate how much 
depends upon pleasing the eye when marketing. 


As an instance of this, may I cite the half-pound 
or ordinary chocolates, most beautifully packed in 
an attractive box, with an immense bow of blue 
ribbon to fasten them down. ‘They realise far more 
than the same half-pound of chocolates in a paper 
bag. There are very few senders to the market 
who really pay sufhcient attention to the packing. 


| 
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Ihave a model here of a pad, which most of the 
Sussex fatteners use, and, in passing, I might say 
that if any of you have any difficulty in obtaining 
these different appliances | shall be pleased to put 
you in touch with a reliable maker. 

Circumstances must decide for the individual 
whether he shall sell locally to private customers 
or send to the big City centres. If-the last-named 
course is adopted, find a good salesman, study 
him and his requirements, and he will study you. 
Those people who market their produce carelessly, 
dumping it on to the market regardless of costs 
or returns, are doing their best to make it impos- 
sible for the more serious and hardworking poultry 
farmers, in addition to the fact that such a course 
must inevitably spell disaster to themselves. 

With regard to the COST OF FATTENING birds 
for the table, I have found that the average cost 
of food to the ‘‘ petits poussins.’ stage works out 
at about 5d. per bird. The additional cost of feed- 
ing up to the age of fourteen weeks, 1.e., a further 
six. weeks beyond the former stage, is about 8d. 
or od. per bird. I personally find that my White 
Leghorn cockerels make very excellent table birds, 
the later hatched ones weighing as much at seven 
or eight weeks of age as those of other. breeds. 
In many cases they even maintain_this condition 
up to the coop fattening stage. 

I should like, in conclusion, to throw out a sug- 


gestion to the teaching institutions, that they 
should have a fattening plant as a permanent 


adjunct to their farm. It would thus be possible 
for students to obtain a thorough training in the 
various processes, and interest in this branch would 
thereby be stimulated. 


I have purposely avoided making my paper a very 
long one, as I am of the opinion that the lecturer 
can always learn something from his audience, 
and I am looking forward to learning a great deal 
from the discussion which I hope will now follow. 


THE 1926 5.P.B.A. REGISTER, 


We are now busily preparing the 1926 Regisiter, and hope to 
make it iat least as good as those that have preceded it. We 
have already ireceived promises of some amticles from the pens of 
experts which will prove most useful “and interesting to our 
members. We shall be glad to consider amy articles of per- 
manent interest from our members, those dealing with personal 
experunent will be most acceptable. The forms for the Regisitra- 
tion of Pens are now ready, and will be gent on ‘application. We 
would ask our members who wish to register their pens to read 
most carefully the full instimctions sent oult with the forms, and 
to note that only pens which exactly conform ‘to the rules can be 
accepted. If this is carried out, much time and annoyance will 
be saved. Each year the Editor has to send back a mumber of 
forms which are iecorrectly filled in, or which do not comply 
with the rules, and this causes delay amd oftentimes disappoint- 
ment. The forms when filled in should bbe sent to the Editor 
as iscon las possible, and in no case can Registration Fonms be 
accepted later than October 16th. All applications for Registration 
Forms shouldbe sent to Rev. H. Mudie-Draper, 25, The Chase, 
Clapham Common, 8, W.4. 


Correspondence. 
PIPER) AE 
FEATHERED. LEGS, ETC. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—May I comment on some articles th) 
have appeared lately m ‘* Hggs.”’ | 

CROSS-BREDS. ° You state that a Black Le 
horn, I think it was, showing fedéthers on_ its Te} 
and a pea comb, must be a hopeless cross-bred.— | 
can’t speak ior the comb, but I cam assure you th) 
feathers on its legs do not in themselves prove 
to-be ap out and out eross-bred, as I have known 
several instances where absolutely pure stud Blae| 
mated once only to another black bréed, but Wi 
feathers on its legs, and alliso a stud-bred bird of j 
sort gave many instances of feathered legs with 1 
progeny, and instamees occurred of such feathen| 
legs’ pulléts after over ten years’ continuous matt 
to absolutely pure-bred Black - Leghorns, now ai 
then would give progeny showing feathers on the Teg 
I am too short of time at present to work out @ 
percentage of “‘teathered’’ blood in such tenth ye! 
descendants. but it may be very smaill indeed, ‘ai 
most certainly could not be called a cross-bred | 
the ordinary sense of the word, as I suppose some | 
our best known “‘ pure bred’’ strains of various bree! 
are known to have been out-crossed since then, ¢ 
recognised as “‘ pure-breds.”’ =| 

SEX-LINKAGE, as per W. R. Morris-Hiammor 
—I gather from his letter that he has niot actua 
gone in for Sex-Limkage work on a large scale, f 
wants to hear from one whi has. Persomnailly spe: 
ing, I cannot see how it can ever pay to do so. J} 
instance, Mr. Hammond estimates that for a Go) 
paratively small fiock of 2,500 birds he will have) 
keep a pure-bred establishment of at least 845 bin 
male and female. In other words, to overcome 
loss of “‘£15’’ or so, he will have to run quite 4 | 
spectable-sized stud-bred farm, with all its necess: 
worries and expenses which must be incurred if « 


wants to breed a stud-bred tloek ‘from which ¢ 
could get reliable parent stock. Perhaps 1 hi 
mis-read Mr. Hammonid’s letter, or the mean 


thereof, but it would appear to me that im order 
avoid a very smail loss, or tax, say, of ‘about fitte 
to thirty pounds, he purposes investing extra capi 
in hand, stock, runs’ and ‘labour, thialb world 4 
several hundreds of pounds. aq 
Thils is, of course, utterly apart from the gr 
glaring objection to sex-linking, namely, that -omeé 
is recognised in ‘‘Poultrydom,’’ the whole indus 
will be put back mamy yeaws by flooding the coun 
with absolutely useless cross-breds sold by Di 
Tom and Harry as first-cross sex-linked layers whe 
as they really are first-class missing link lianms. 2 
Sir! Glive me pure-bred light breeds for egg prod 
tion, and as for cockerels, I kill ‘barrow-loads of th 


October ath, 1925. EGGS. 231 


yery season alta few weeks old ias I cull out for breed- 
® males, and cold storage solves my troubles, so far 
3 loss goes. J. think a point thalt these sex-linkers 
fiss is thus given. You rum a flock of first-cllass pedi- 
see light breeds for egg production and selling of 
iiable male breeders, you have of mecessitiy to breed 
much larger number of cockerels to eull from than 
ima will ever be likely to sell as breeding cockereis. 
'o sex-linkage or not, you have to lay out a lob of 
ash, etc., in producing a reilliable breeding sire. ‘he 
‘dyvice imagines that practically every male chicken 
ill do for a sire, whereas the practical breeder knows 
at perhaps, year in and year out, not.20 per cent 
‘the cockerel chickens hatched will ever come up to 
is ideas of what his cockerels must be. 

‘Does Mr. Hiarnmond take this imto account when 
'@ talks of this “‘annexe’’ of 800 pure-breds? I[ have 
ulised over this matter ad nauseum with various 
oulitry- keepers, anid, one and alll, when they have 
gured out the idea, have given their verdiet as 
“Nothing Doing.’ 


Yours truiy, 
: (Signed) J. H. BURN MURDOCH. 


Ag that part of Mr. Burn Murdoch’s letter Sain ito pure: 
weds and feithered legs is connected with reply im the 
nswers to Queries’ colniins , we have answered it in Editorial, 
‘wing to lack of space, we were on etiod to omit thalt por- 
om of this jetter which described the skinning of a rabbit.— 
Bditor) . 


B.W:.D. AND. ROUP. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.°’ 


Dear Sir,—There is one paragraph in Mr. Brain’s 
ticle on “The Oure and Prevention of alll Diseases 
f Poultry associated with the Respinatory Organs,’ 
hich calls for special attention. 

The -article itself is an admiralble ome, and i's in ail 
vobability correct in nearly aill respects. 

The paragraph to which I refers nather long, but 
wili repeat it in full go as not to misquote it :— 
“Now it has appeared definite to me for some time, 
fter following up cases of chicks that have developed 
1W.D. from parents known to be pure, blood-tested 
jock, parents that have given negative to any test of 
‘W.D in their blood, yet the chicks have developed 
id report given as to B.W.D. being the cause. It is 
ot for me to depreciate the vallue of blood testing. 
do not wish to do that, but it does appear to me that 
B.W.D. can be acquired in ¢ hicks from free parents, 
hat a waste is gomg om by the blood-testing of 
arent stock.’ 

Mr. Brain says: ‘‘It is not for me to depreciate the 
ale of blood testing,’’ and then he proceeds to do so. 
IT have no doubt that the experiments that he has 
arried out with respect to B.W.D. have driven him 
¥ those conclusions; other experiments have been 
arried ous, and the conidlusions dio not altogether 
gree with his. T think that it is admitted all round 
qat still very little is known of the disease. 

The real issue is: Shall the policy ot the future be 
Prevention is better tham cure,’’ or not? 


Certainily a Brain advocates the use of Visol in 
the breeding be ns as a preventive against B.W.D. in 
the resullting chicks, but this prevention must go back 
one step further. I have no doubt that chilis which 


have been bred tn ym parents which have given a nega- 
tive test have developed B,W.D. He does not tell 
us whether stock which has given a positive test has 
been cured o1 B.W.D 

I think that it is mow fairly admitted that B.W.D. 
has increased encrmously in this country in the last 
few years. At the present rate iof progress, unless 
drastic steps ame taken to check it, it will become as 
big a menazs to the country jas foot and mouth disease 
was: At the present time thie ionlly method which goes 


back to rock bottom tis Blood Testing. Although it 
reacts in unaccountable ways, it does at least remove 
the majority of carriers from the ean pens. 
B.W.D. has now spread far afield from the big farms. 
If it had rema dl in the big farms it could be more 


easily competed with. It has now gone to the smail 


farmer and eott:eer, who practically never have their 


losses ‘‘ post-mortemed,’’ and, therefore, do not know 
the real @ause of death. I thimk that it is a very great 
mistake that Uh Board of Agriculture do not insist on 
their ege stati containing alll blood-tested stock. 
There is no on lation to make a station holder have 
his own losses ‘‘post-mortemed.’’ Although foot and 


mouth disease, and B.W.D. do not resemble each 
otiher in many ways, their methods of extermination 
do. Foot and mouth disease ts pretty commion in 
Fastern Europe, and there are several fairly effective 
methods of short period, so called cures. 

In the last creat outbreak of foot and mouth disease 
in this country there were a good many individual 


pathetic cases, but; F do not think that mow anybody 
seriously denies that the Board of Agricuiture slaughter 
policy was the right one 

At present this country leads the world in the 
export of the highest class of blood ztock, but we shaill 
no longer do so when we give up the most drastic 
policy of competing with serious infectious diseases. 

The S.P.B.A.’s policy of ‘‘Prevention is better than 
eure ’’ in the Inoculation Centrov ersy was the correct 
ene, and I hope that they willl maintain it. 


Yours fiathiully, 
P; S§ CAMPBELL. 


FARMERS AND POULTRY. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


oO 
Fait) Coy 


Dear Mr. Newman,—It was with great interest 
that I read your Editorial of September 16th. 

The masterly manner in which you dealt with 
Mr. Malden’s pessimistic outlook, so far as the 
production of eggs is concerned, leaves little more 
to be said on the subject, but I should hke to put 
on record the grotesqueness of his views, with 
regard to the fattening industry. 

As you know, I reside in the heart of this Sussex 
industry, and can therefore speak from personal 
experience. So far from it’s being a fact that the 
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fattening business is declining, at the present day 
it 1s much larger and more prosperous than betore 
the war, 

Che local weekly market, which is run by Messrs. 
&. Watson and dons, have for some time past 
sold to the tatteners between 2,000 and 3,000 
birds on thew market day. 

There are fattening plants in this vicinity, who 
specialise in this jousiness, and maintain stocks ot 
between 5,000 and 0,000 birds at a time tor tatten- 
ing. inere are also numerous” smaller plants 
which fatten upwards of 1,200 birds at a time. 
In addition to these instances , | have a tattening 
plant installed on my own tarm, which, altnougn 
quite subsidiary to tne main objects ot the tarm, 
bemg used chiefly tor tattening my _ surplus 
cockerels, together with all mismarked or otner- 
wise impertect birds, furnishes me with suihcient 
first-hand evidence that, although foodstuffs are 
50 per cent. dearer than in pre-war days, present 
returns are proportionately better than then. 


Of course, in this, as in any other undertaking, . 


one needs to be a practical man, and not merely 
a theorist, in order to succeed, which perhaps 
explains why Mr. Malden is no ‘longer fattening 
In Sussex. 

The fatteners have altered their procedure, and 
do not now send the major part ot their supplies 
by railway transit, but direct each might by 5-ton 
lorries to the London markets. In addition to this 
many tons are despatched by rail to innumerable 
retailers in Brighton and other coast towns. 

So far as prices are concerned, at the Heathfield 
Market, during the spring season this year, good 
heavy cockerels went up to 12s. each, and cockerels 
run on to 16 weeks and not fattened were fetching 

s. gd. and Ios. each. 

Mr. Malden is in such a hopeless state of mind 
that I am only too pleased to give you these facts 
in order that he may see that there is a certain 


amount of joyousness in the poultry-keeper’s life, 


and should he require further facts, or any proofs, 

IT shall be delighted to furnish these, either through 

the offices of your journal, or personally, it he 

aoe to visit this very prosperous centre of the 
able poultry industry. 


Yours very truly, 


JOHN H. DOWDEN. 


-—< 


NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN POULTRY HUSBANDRY. 


The examinations were held at the Harper-Adams’ Agricultural 
College, Newport, Salop, September 14th to 18th, at which 
twelve candidates presented themselves. The fellowing candi- 
dates passed in all subjects, and will be awarded the ‘Diploma 
by the National Poultry Examination Board, when it is satis- 
fied that all regulations have been complied with:—Miss I. S. 
Bremner, . Mr. F. C. Bobby, Mr. I. W. Bhys. 

Four candidates passed in alll subjects in Section B, and in 
accordance with the Te galatione may sit for Section A next 
year. Three candidates failed in two subjects, for which they 
will be entitled to sit again, and two candidates failed im the 


examination. Reports of the examiners willl be published when 
received. 


October 7th, 1925, 


THE MIDLAND AGRICULTURAL AND® 4 


DAIRY~ COLLEGE, 4 


SUTTON BONINGTON, LOUGH BOROUGH, 


POULTRY CONFERENCE. 


There was a large attendance at the Poultry Conferencga 
the Midland Agr icultural © and Dairy College, when P. A} 
Francis, Esq., Poultry Commissioner oi! the Ministry of Agni 
culture, presided. He pointed out that it was a promisin, 
sign of the times that the general farmer was taking a grea 
interest in - poultry-keeping, and referred to the number of egg 
which came ito this country from abroad, which market,h 


stated, should be entirely in our own hats. re 


Professor Willard Thompson, Director of the National Insti 
tute for Poultry-keeping, Qpened the session with an addies 
on ‘The Poultry F! lock Should Pay Djividends—How anc 
Why? 2 He pointed out that the human element in poultry 
keeping was an exceedingly important factor. Some men couk 
handle a large number of birds satisfactorily, others a fey 
indifferently. He maintained that they should not ‘took fo 
advanced prices, but wrather better methods and cheaper pre 
duction, and that whatever the other side’ lines the genera 
rank and file of poultry-keepers must look to table egg Bre 
duction as their main source. of profit. 


a 


sc 


He pointed out the desirabuity of sq “ switching the seasé 
on the hen’”’ that there was a heavy winter egg produgaaaly 


He urged the necessity for trap-nesting ®r breeding ‘fo 
capacity, and stated that it was desirable to. remember tha 
the capacity for high production was vested in both the Hei 
and the cock. = 


He contended that good. sires should not, in many cases, D 
disposed of at the end of the season, and also pomted out th 
importance of extra light; dunng the winter months, - | 


Mr. A. H. Brain, of West Bromwich, gave a very com 
prehensive and instructive address on ~‘ Diseases,” wath special 
attention tq Roup. 5 


He pointed out that roup in many cases was a result. of Dai 
housing and insanitary conditions, and partially to unsatisfactor 
feeding. He considered that the stethoscope would play a mud) 
more important part in the future in the selection of hens fo} 
egg production, and urged that poultry diseases should not b 
in the hands of the veterinary surgeon entirely, as he Gon 
sidered the medical profession to be of great assistance. 


After lunch Mr. J. H. Dowden gave a very practical addres) 
on ‘‘'The Sussex Method of Table Poultry Production,’’ am 
pointed out that what he had done in Sussex could be ee 
other poultry-keepers throughout the country. He stated 
if the maximum profit was to be obtained from fattenini 
chickens they should be kept going from the start, as chicken| 

which have been starved m: the early. days never put on files) 
in the same manner. Es 


He also drew attention to the importance of getting the 
on the market as early as possible in the season as price 
graduaily drop, and in August are very low in London. * 
market, he maintained, was waiting for the first-class article 


Mr. G. A. Palmer, of Hinckley, opened a discussion on “ 
Danger of Extremes in Poultry-keeping.’’ He stated that % 
tremists were noisy and insistent, and attempted to force th 
lob-sided ‘views upon the unwary. He considered that Ps 
breeding had been responsible for much evil, and advi 
poultry-keepers generally tq stick to the well- -proved methe iy 
until some very definite improvement should be shown. 
also stated that the craze for excessive egg production | 
lowered the vitality in many flocks. 


The speakers and the chairman were heartily thanked at thi 
close of the Conference, and the Pringiye warmly con, ce 
on its success. 


Netober Tth, 1925. 


_Correspondence— Continued 


MR. BRAIN’S ARTICEE. 


—_—————_______. 


To the Editor of ‘‘Eges.”’ 


" e 

Dear Mr. Newman,—lIt space will piermit.-I should 
i to make a few remarks on Mrs Brain's article. 
fost of it is very sound advice, and should not be 
ilected py any who have the health of their birds 
jfeart. There are severall potints, however, with 
yeh I am at variance with him, and T am sure he 
/Hiob mind a discussion arisitig® thereon iif we can 
{aly nearer the truth thereby. 

ia the first place I do not agree with him that 
ihtherie Roup, ete., are diseases of the respina tory 
lms, or that they have their origin necessamilly in 
(ls or simple Nagai Caitarrh. For instanve, when 
lip broke out on this farm there were no birds with 
(ls, and there had been none for several months. 
} first signs I had were cases of eanker in the angle 
thé mouth, and, unfortunately I was informed, I 
not say by whom, that this was mot infectious. 
Onsider it a disease quite apart, the same as 
htheria in human beings is quite apart from any 
ls they may have. If iit is a disease of the respira- 
j© Organs, hiow dioes. he account for its appearance 
ithe head ornaments and the vent? That it docs 
ish of its deadly work in the glands of the mouth 
ipthroat. I do not deny, but Ido not believe it 
lifates there. I fully believe it finds its way into 
blood through the di gestive syStem. Colds un- 
btediy lower the resistant power to disease, and a 
kof birds which have been suffering from colds 
liable to pick up anything in the way of disease 
leh may be about. Is it not so with ourselves? 
|hére is little doubt that in some of the mysterious 
| a where sanitation, housing and cleanliness 
all that can be desifed, it has most likely been 
fied by wild birds, but in many cases I ain ccn- 
ed that dirty conditions somewhere have been the 
x6. Perhaps the ground around the houses, the 
x supply, or insufficiently clean utensils. 

also cannot agree with him where he says: ‘‘Birds 
Hg no other opportunity such as we have of get- 
| aid of their blood impurities th rough the skin by 
Piration, Nature in her mechanieal design affords 
jope method of eseape, and that through the 
Inatory organs, nostmils iand mouth ”’ 

\9¢ kidneys and liver both have most important 
(fin blood purification as well as their other func- 
(S$ with birds as much as other animals. 

@eclaims, I sce, that ‘‘B.W.D. ts mio more or less 
lia condition of Diphtheric Roup,’” anid yet before 
| he tells us ‘“The bacteria or gérm of Diphtheric 
pand Bird Pox tis said by Bacteriologists tio: be an 
Mable onc. Thiat is, that it canmot be found ; its 
oor formation cannot the defined under the 
Oscope.’’ 

ltd@of BW.D. “B.W.D., another toxile bacteria 


| blood. This germ, or bug ws the pathologist 


+ (Continued at Foot of Next Column), 


London Market Advice 
Table, 


By A. ¥. CLARKSON. 


SRR 


OCTOBER, 1925. 


This month should mark the commencement of a steady 
increase ih the realisation prices of Chicken. 

There is room for improvement in prices, which have been 
very low this summer. 

The improvement would be more rapid but for the fact that 
from the finst of the month Pheasants start to arrive, and they 


are always in demand in preference to poultry for this month, 
However, owing to the manner of the production of poultry in 
this country, the London Market very seldom receives too much 
good class table chicken at this time of the year. 


CHICKEN.—Chicken of. gqod quality will be in fair demand 
from now onwards, providing they scale 14 lbs. or over when 
killed and plucked. 


During October we sometimes strike a patch of very muggy 
weather, and those who are in the habit of ‘sending their 
chicken killed and plucked should be sure and use a _ well- 
ventilated crate and so prevent the birds turning during transit. 

HENS.—The demand ‘for hens automatically increases as 
the colder weather arrives. 

For a general rule it is better to send hens to London alive. 


The Light breeds should be packed separate from the Heavy 
breeds. 


RABBITS.—Willd rabbits are now very much in demand, 
and those who followed my advice from a few months back will 
easily be reaping the benefit of their efforts. Wild Rabbits 
should be clean paunched and sent whilst fresh; they should 
be packed in the special open hanging crates as supplied by the 
Sa.esmanli. 


DUCKLING.—Duckiing, if white and scaling 44 Ibs. or over 
when killed and plucked, are needed. : 
Old or coloured runner ducks should be sent up alive. 


GEESE.—Geese to realise top market price should be coop or 
pen fed for three weeks prior to marketing. Those’ which have 
not been so treated do not realise anything like so much as 
those which have, as their appearance when dressed is very poor. 


ealis it, has been isolated amd cultured, and called 
* baeillis pullorum.’ ’ 

How can they be the game when the bacilli are so 
different. Because simular methods employed with 
dealing with Diphtherie Roup have reduced toss from 
B.W.D., it does not by any means prove that they are 
one and the game thing. Neither can any nemedy 
which cleanses the blood stream be of much use for 
Coceidiosis; which is an internal parasite working 
miainily in the intestines. 

One other thing, and that is, I think it rather a 
dangerous thing for him to say that wet roup is not 
contagious. ‘This has not yet been sufficiently proved, 
and is liable to lead lessinformed people aistinay. 
Rather treat the whale jolly fot as contagious, and 
run no risks. 

Yours faithsullly, 
(Signed) CHAS. E. HAWARD. 


PID. 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Full particulars of membership will be semt by return en 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newmaa, The 
Becches, Rudgwick, Suesex. . 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, October 21st, at 4.15 p.m. in the 
afternoon, in the Council Chamber at the Holborn 
Restaurant. 

Following the business meeting, a dinner, at 
which Mrs. Hunter, President of the S.P.B.A., 
will preside, will be held in the King’s Hall, of the 
Holborn Restaurant. Reception at 6.30. Dimner 
at 7 p.m. Tickets will be 10/6 each, exclusive of 
wines, but including all tips to waiters, head 
waiter, and wine waiter. 

It is earnestly requested that early application 
be made for tickets, as a heavy demand is ex- 
pected, and accommodation is limited to about 
260 seats. Tickets will be posted on October 
14th. It may be impossible to comply with 
applications received after that date. Until it is 
found how many members wish to attend the 
dinner, it will not be possible to arrange for them 
to bring guests. Application for tickets to be 
made to 

Mr. TOM NEWMAN, Rudgwick, Sussex. 

Envelopes to be marked ‘‘ Dinner.” 

Cheques or postal orders must accompany 
applications for tickets. All applications will be 
dealt with strictly in rotation. 

Morning dress will be worn, 


Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association, 
RUDGWICK, SUSSEX. 


Dinner, 1925—Holborn Restaurant. 


October 2Ist, 1925. 


Please send me-............ Dinner Tickets at 10/6. 
Amount herewith ES : . 


(Cheques should be made payable to 
Tom Newman or Bearer.) 
I desire, if possible, to sit near or be grouped 
with the following :— 
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Address «.: Bie esata bo songs ane oan 


To the Secretary, 
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ELECTION OF COUNCIL. | 


With each copy of “ Eggs’’ this week is enclosed 
voting paper, and the Council hope that members | 
duty record their votes. 
In past years, when an election ‘his beem necessa’ 
the percentage of members who have troubled to ree 
their votes has not been so high as it shoulld thy 
been. 
It is unnecessary to refer here to the servicesm 
dered to the Association by the retiring members| 
the Gounci! who are offering themselves for re-elee i} 
Mrs. Clay, who is President of the Keighley Bran| 
has’ done splendid work for the Yorkshire Federati| 
and hogpitably entertained the members of —| 
National Poultry Parliament on their recent visif) 
Harrogate. v3 
Mr. Michael Phelan is well-known to a very | 
number of our members. As a breeder he has seeu| 
mamy successes in the Laying -Competiltions. amid | 
readers of *‘Fzgs’’ will know ‘him as ian advertiser 


S.P.B.A. GENERAL MEETING. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolutions have been -received) 
the Annual General Meeting, to be held in| 
Council Chamber at the Holborn Restaurant, 
Wednesday, October 21st. 4 


By Mr. -P.-S. Campbell: 
BLoop Trst.—“ That all breeding stock 0| 
farm which carries registered pens should ft 
passed the Agglutination Test. The condit: 
and time of testing to be settled by the Cou 
of the S.P.B.A.”’ | 


By the Wadhurst Branch: = | 

BLoop TrEsT.—'‘ That this meeting belt 
that the time has come when only blood-te 
stock should be allowed in the Register of 
Association, and it urges the Council to inw 
gate means for procuring ready and cheap facil 
for the testing of members’ stock,’’ | 
al 


By Mr. W. H. Farnell : 


WEIGHTS oF BIRDS.—‘‘ That the weights of F 
in thé pens entered in the Annual Register $ 
be recorded as well as the numbers and sia 
egg, and that the Council be instructed to ¢ 
up a standard for members’ guidance, £ 
below the minimum body weight suggested + 
not be registered.” | 


By Mr. F. J. Hemelryk : | 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS.—‘‘ That the am 
subscriptions be increased from 5/- to 10/- 
annum, half of which be earmarked as ’subscrif 

to. the National Poultry Council.”’ 3 
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FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 


~ At the Annual General Meeting I hope to make 
some interesting announcements in reference to 
the Food Purchase Scheme, which will be very 
gratifying to our members. We are just feeling 
our way. Up to the present even the compara- 
‘tively small effort we have made has proved of the 
greatest benefit to our: members, and we have 
/réceived scores of appreciative letters. The fact 
‘that we have bought nearly £10,000 worth of foods 
jalone during ~ the past six months testifies the 
fappreciation of our members for the scheme. 
‘There is no change in the price of mashes from 
that of last week. The demand has been very 
extraordinary, and is fast’ increasing. I am glad 
to say that we are finding greater readiness on 
\the part of the trade to co-operate with us, and 
|we are hoping to overcome many of the obstacles 
= our path. 


/ = 
| . VERY INTERESTING. 


The following is the summary of a letter received 
from a member :— 


He visited a Yorkshire show, and was in- 
terested'in some samples of Veterinary Cod 
liver Oil. Pressed to buy he refused, but 

| said they could send him a price list late in 
september. He was asked to write his name 
on a bit of paper, and did so, and forgot all 
about it. On September 4th he received a 
letter saying that a barrel of cod liver oil-had 
been sent off-as ordered by him. He replied 
~ that he had not ordered, and would not accept 
delivery. On the 8th he received another 
‘ letter asking him to change his mind. He re- 
fused to do so, and immediately received a 
letter from their solicitor, and now writes ask- 
ing advice from the S.P.B.A. He had never 
ordered the oil, and would have no use for 
such a quantity. The price is 5/9 per gallon, 
and he had already been offered some at 1/- 
less by a firm of repute. Enquiry at the 
Station disclosed the fact that nothing had 
been heard of it there, so the statement that 
it had been sent off was incorrect. 


Letter from the firm’s solicitor :— 


» Dear Sir,—My. clients, Messrs. -———_, 
have consulted me with respect to the order 
which you. gave on the 23rd of July, 1925, for 
a 40-gallon cask of cod hyer oil. 

I understand you now allege you did not 
give any order, but this order is now before 
_ Mme, and there is no doubt that the signature 

to the same is yours, as shown by a com- 
parison with the signature on your post cards 
to my clients, . 
' _ My clients have been put to considerable 
| '€xpense with respect to the cod liver oil, which 
has been especially prepared for poultry, and 


I must ask you to give your instructions at 
once for the cask to be forwarded to you, as 
otherwise my instructions leave me no 
alternative but to take proceedings.”’ 


The matter was then laid before our Hon. 
Solicitors, Messrs. A. E. Hamlin and Co. The 
following is their reply :-— 


‘ Dear Sir,—We are in receipt of your letter 
of the 28th inst., enclosing letter from Mr. 
—-—— and astetter-from- Mr, -- to him. 
Since the order appears to have been obtained 
by the traveller (by means of a trick, we do 
not think that Mr. --——— would be held liable 
for the cost of the oil. The solicitors should 
be informed that the order was obtained by a 
trick, and that Mr. —— repudiates any 
liability.’ : 


And so for the present the matter rests. It is 
of interest because of the manner in which orders 
are often obtained from the unsuspecting visitors 
to shows, and, as we have these upon’ us, it is 
Just as well to bear the case in mind. 


THE WELLINGHAM EXPERIMENTS. 


_ The following is the report received from Miss 
Malcolm on the '$.P.B.A. Intensive Experiment for 


the month of August :— 


“The birds in this expexdament were seven months old on the 
Slst of this month. They laid during the month 2.298 eggs, 
Following the heat wave in July, the birds showed a noticeable 
paleness, and were not so active, When the weather changed 
in the second week in August, there were a few cases of cold, 
and these birds were removed. Affter ia few days’ treatment 
they were returned to the house. A certain number of the 
early-matured ‘birds (in the side of ithe house used for the birds 
trough-fed with grain for the supper feed) suffered with pullet 
moult. For tivs reason there was a deciline in first-grade eggs. 
A good many hirds continued, however, to lay threugh ‘their 
pullet moult. (n the whole the health of the flocks has been, 
in spite of the above drawbacks, satisfactory" 


As it is intended that a full report of the experi- 
ments will »ppear in the Annual Register, I do not 
intend to make much @omment on it here. As indi- 
cated, the birds suffered fron colds, and this wiil 
prevent our being ablle to satisfy ourselves, as +o 
whether by trough feeding grain we might prevent 
the partial roult or mot. Thiat experiment we must 
hope to make next year. One llesson learnt fromthe 
experiment has been the effect of intense heat on 
birds confined to a house. This in spite of the fact 
that the whole front was removed, and the house was 
well ventilated, and that at mo time were the birds 
exposed to the full glare of the sun. Relief was 
obtained when the roof was lime-washed, . and 
covered with boughs, but in future we must provide 
against it. It makes one wonder whether or no the 
poultry-keoper has sufficiently studied the effects of 
extremes of temperature. In amy case a’ simple 
experiment in this direction cam be made on the 
S8.P.B.A_ farm next summer. 


ae 
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ELDERBERRIES AND BLINDNESS. 


A correspondert writes she has a duckling which 
has gone totally blind, and she has beem told that 16 
is due to the eating of elderberries, while she herself 
suggests that it may be due to the e eating of the berries 
of che deadly nightshade. 1 shoulld ‘hardly think 
that it was traceable to either of these causes. I 
have kept birds under an elderberry tree myself, and 
have known several other people who ‘have done so. 
but I have never heard of blindness occurring The 
birds developied a great liking both for the berries 
and the white flower when it fell. As far as 1 know 
the berries contain no poisonous properties. They are 
slightly aperient- and a diaphoretic. Most of us have 
tasted elderberry wine, which is perfectly harmless, 
and I have ret some people who liked it. It seems 
hardly possible that a duckling would eat the berries 
of the deadly rightshade. Se) will cause 
long-continued i excessive dilation of the pupil of 
the eye, but mot, sc far as I am awure, blindness. 
It is very possible that the blindness was caused by 
feeding a sticky mash, and the water vessel was not 
deep enough for the duckling to clean itself. Of 
course, there may be another cause—cataract. 


SINGLE COMB WHITE WYANDOTTES AND 
LEGHORNS 


Mr. J. Wilson, writing in reference to the above 
cross, says :—- 


‘The question is frequently asked, through ‘Eggs,’ as o 
the advisability of mating single comb White Wyandotte 
cockerels to White Leghorn hens. This iis, indeed, a very bad 
cross, as I have tried it; but if you reverse the order of things, 
and jmate a White Leghorn cockerel es single comb hens, you 
will get an excellent jayer, especially in winter, but 50 per 
cent. will be broody in spring. I bas tried this both ways, 
and the latter is the best,” 


The comb itself would, of counge, not affect the 
value of the cross either way, and yet, as Mr. Wilson 
says, there is often an enquiry as to its value We 

q 


really should know what is likely to happen, when ° 


we make a_ cross. So many people do it 
to see what will happen. One thing is 
very certain, that if a cross is made between 
a light and a heavy breed, the male shioulld always be 
of the light breed ; it always results im better egy 
production and larger birds than if the reverse cross 
is made. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Glass, L. G., The W. A. Jenkins Co., Ltd., 359-363, Ridout Street, 
41-47, King ‘Street, London, Canada. 

Inman, OC. N., 21, North Drive, Shortstown, Bedford. 

Yorkston, John, Thorntorhall, Nr. Glasgow. 

Sketchley, A. Tz May Cottage P.F., Oakleigh Road, av hotavane: 


Taylor, H. L., Alba-cot, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 
Mellor, Mrs. W., The Knoll, Conway, N. Wales. 
Field, H. P., The Croft, Walsall Road, Aldridge, Walsall. 
Shanks, Miss G., Hallyards, Meigle, Perthshire. 

Jones, P. C., Sunny Bank, Wells Green, Wistaston, Crewe, 


x 
Lansley, Mrs. A. E., Woodside Villa, Station Rd., Wootton, 1.0.W, 
Hartle, E., 10, Victoria Road, Barnetby, Lines. . 
Forrest, As Pike Stone Bark, Heptonstall. 
MacColl, Mrs., Barrowby, Kirkby- Overblow, Harrogate, 
Garland, A. H., Upton, Acle, Norwich. 
Collett, A. “ Houblon, ” Ninfield, Battle. 
Barlow, L., Fron Deg, Meliden, Prestalyn, N. Wales, 
Crump, Miss L., Cuddington, Malpas, Cheshire. 
Stark, J. L., Noak Hill P.F., Billericay, Essex. 
Blundy, 8. R., South Bush Lane, Rainham, Kent: 
Worley, Newnham, 180, St. Leonards Road, East Sheen, swt, 
Noakes, ©. W., 11, Sundown Road, Leicester. 
Brown, A. E., ‘Guildford Farm, Havenstreet, Isle of Wight. 
Harding, Miss A., Sheepwash Farm, Burghelere, Nr. Newbury, — 


Berks. 
Bailey, J. L., ES House, Salisbury, Wilts. 

Dewhirst, Miss C. “ Wheatley,’ Copthorne Rd., East Grinstead, 
Lawton, 8S. H,, a St. Clement’s Road, Chorlton- -cum-Hardy, 
Manchester, 
Smith, A. E., Wootton P.F., E. Chiltington, Nr. Lewes, Sussex. 
Craig, Miss M. W., The Island Rd. Trea House, Upstreet, 
Canterbury, 

Gonville Poultry Farm, Smallfield, Nr. Horley, Surrey. 


ree eb ity: 


Cook, G. F., ‘‘ Hynton,” Central Avenue, Rochford, Essex. YS 
Thomas, A. B., “Silverdale,”» Cranleigh, Surrey. 3 
Dugue, E. J., The Cottage, St. Saviours. = 
Johnson, H, Ga Kia-Ora, Barnt Green Rd., Rednal, Birmingham. 
Williamson, R., 41, Smith St., Ryhope, Nr. Sunderland. -+ 
Bushell, G., Mutrix P.F., Westgate-on-Sea, Kent. 2 
Brooks, E. G., 31, Trafalgar Rd., Birkdale, Southport. > 


Barrie, J. H., Ashfield, Rutherglen, Glasgow. : 
Patten, Lt.-Col. G. R. B., Glan Hafod, Old Colwyn, N. Wales. — 
Reay, F. W., Westtields Farm, Alvechurch Rd., West Heath, ~ 
Northfield, Birmingham, 
Crawford, V., ‘“ Glenview,’ Lower Castlereagh, Belfast. 
Scott, J., Crawness, Clephanton, Austruther, Fife. “af 
Walker, Miss D. M., California, The Parks, Southwell, Notts. — 
Wood, Mrs., Bank House, Little Salkeld, Carlisle. : 
Flood, Mrs. R. H. Solly-, The Old Rectory, Little Berkhamsted — 


Hertford. 
Love, Mrs. K., Walcot, Norwich, Norfolk. 
Barrett, E., Well Head Farm, Sowerby, Nr. Sowerby Bridge, — ES 


Yorks 
Kirk, R. J., Antrim, Ireland. 
Laurie, W. H., Beeches, Faygate, Sussex. 
Gray, H., Fairfield P.F., Harroway Rd., Andover, Hants. 


ay 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES.—Continued. 


Re 


EK. M. G. M. (Dervock, Co. Antrim). As you have 
exanumed the throat, and can fim no trace of cheesy 
growths, and there is no running at the nostril, I think 
the trouble must be due to bronchitis. It as advisable 
to feed principally on bread or middilings moistened 
with milk, and to this add two or three | drops of cod 
liver oil. Keep the birds ina warm, dry place, amid they 
should recover. 


-# 


J. A. B. (Hollow Meadows). ‘here is far more. 
bone than meat in the sample of meat amid bione mel, 
and I dom’t consider it good value. Bran iis fair value 
for money, but the migilenets is a very moderate 
sample. ‘The maize is good ; “the ground oats are nob 
Sussex grounds amd I don’t call them good value at 

lds. 9d., as the quality of the oat is poor. 


baa ata 


W. L. ¥. (Burnley). ~I would have thought tle 
Buff Rock more suitable than tthe Buff Orpington for 
the exposed position of which you wnite. However, 
you have made your choice. A good wet’ mash would 
be:—Bran, llib.; Thirds, 3ibs. ; Huakee Ground Oats, . 
1lb.; Maize Meal. 1b. Mealt and Bone Meal, lib. 2 
will make nio great difference whether you give 
them night or morning, but let them have a = 
24 ounces per head weighed before scalding The best 
erain feed would be kibbled maize. I would not fee 


oats in such a position ab this season. 2 
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SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION, 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


1925 REPORT (EIGHT MONTHS). 


Fifty-nine members have at various times taken advantage of 
the supply of foodstuffs from Messrs..B. Sykes and ‘Sons, Ltd. 
There Ihave been no compliaanits 

The total orders for foodstuffs for the eight months amounted 
fo £1,055 5s. 6d. This gives an avarage of. £131 18, 23d, 

In Mareh Mr. F. Walsh, of the Gillen Poultry Fann, Hoghhton , 
gave a paper cn Chicken Rearing and Selection of Eggs for 
Incubation,’’ and he also judged « fine selection of eggs in the 
egg show. Unfortunately the egg show was very poorly sup- 

ted. 

' Phe Statement of Accounts show the fimances of the Branch 
are in a most satisfactory condition. On the eight months’ 
working there is a balance of £23 5s. 10d. This added to 
£32 7s. 10d., the balance brought forwa:id from last year, gives 
a total of £55 13s. &d. 


AOCOUNTS AND BALANCE 


SHEET for Eight Mcnthis ending 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


Dear Mr. Newman,—T lam gorry to mote a resolution 
is to be put to raise the subseription from five shillings 
to ten shillings jer ‘annum, for nothing could do more 
harm to the intorests of our Association. 


We know members obtain wonderful value, but we 
must remember there are a great number to whom 
the finding of even five shillings is a consideration, 
and as the Society is imsuch a ‘sound financial state, 
why should we embarass the very class for whom the 
S.P.B.A. was chiefly formed? By some meams let us 
hellp on the good work of the N.P.C., other than 
eo eriratixio an inereased subseription— that would-be a 
fatal mistaike. 

Yours very sincerely, 
T. J WAINWRIGHT. 


isit ‘Amguist, 1925. 


PROVISION ACCOUNT 


Dr. £ os. d. 


To Purchases = es ae 1028 17 11 
», Discount ae ER < aes gee aya aa haat f 


Pa 


£1055 5 6 


Dr. 

To Postages and Telegrams 

,, stationery and Printing 

*,, Cheque Book 

», Hire of Halli, ete a 
», Subs, forwarded to Parent Society 
a Prizes at Egg Shows 

-,, Lecturers’ Fees 


SCONMRRFNOFPRAOC 
_ _ . 
INoe#f#=z 
Oo tn 
Ni bolt 


Or bo Of pp Ct Do 
=) 


4) Sundries 0 
;, Bank Charges a Re: a is Sie £ 
_,, Balance is os is te ove 28 10 
£33 18 1 
‘es BALANCE SHEE 
Dr. fe Sed. 
INCOME. ACCOUNT-— 
Balance !ast ‘Account se 5% oe a 32. 7 10 
Balance this 'Accountt me = =a Se 28 COAL6 


£55 13 38 


Se Audited and found correct. 
2 Dre J.-P. HAG, 
R. J. ROWLEY. 25th September, 1925. 


The Sixth Aanua! General Meeting of the above Branch will 
be held in the Albany Room, Palatine Cafe, Lord Street, Liver- 
pool, on Saturday, i0th October, 1925, at 6. 45 p.m, prompt. 

Mr. William Hamnett, N.P.C.,S-P.B.A, Myrtle Poultlcy 
Farm, Blackpool, wil! also give a paper at the meeting on 
“Winter Egg Production.’’ 

“The Hon. Sec will be in attendance at 6 p.m. to receive sub- 
Seriptions, 

AGENDA :— 
Read Notice convening the Meeting. 
Read Minutes of last Annual Meeting. 
Receive Rept for the eight months ending 31st 

‘August, 1925. 

Elect Officers for coming twelve months 
Any other business. 

“Will members please note that those who have not paid their 
subscriptions by the 15th October, will not have their names 
printed on the ‘New ‘Monitesh ip Candis. 
rs R. J. THOMAS, 

s 9, crey Road, Walton, Titverpool , 


‘ 
‘om goto 


Hon. See 


£6 d. 
By Sales A re “ine 3c Nz . 1055 5 6 


£1055 5 6 


Cr. 

£osd 

By Subseniptions ie 5b VU 
,, subseriptions forw: ided to Parent "Sociaby : 112 6 
», sale of Badge ae Fe : 3 OREO 
,, Provision Acoou nt ate ae 1 an Cel igiege te 
,, Hmtries at * Shows ate Sah se aS O' 9 0 
oes x 0.32.0 


£33 18 iL 


as on 3lst August, 19265. 


Cr 
£osd 
National Provincial Bank, Ltd., Aintree Braneh ... ©5513 8 


LEG WEAKNESS—A PREVENTION. 
(Continued from next page. ) 


and scratch in those rocky hoppers (the sides of 
which are so steep that the mash does not get 
miuch scattered), and yet they eat up everything 
and the hopper is bare! 


I should add that I have used all kinds of 
brooders, heated by lamps, hot water, etc., as 
well as cold brooders, and I cannot think of any 
other reason why I, who have suffered from most 
trials which befall a poultry-keeper (here I know 
Mr. Newman would bear me out), should so far be 
immune from leg weakness, unless this form of 
artificial exercise has prevented it. 
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Leg Weakness. A Prevention. 


By NORAH SEDGWICK. 


Whenever I read in ‘‘ Eggs” of the sorrow of 
those breeders who are Asibica with leg weakness, 
or come across an article dealing with cures and 
preventions, I want to contribute my views on the 
subject. 

In breeding season, time is lacking ; in autumn 
we are looking forward to the future. So, for what 
it is worth, I retail my experiences. 

For more years than | care to:count I have kept 
poultry, always ‘con amore,’’ often in fairly large 
numbers. 


I have. had quite my share of disappointments 
and failures—many due to my own fault—some 
(c circumstances, but whenever I begin to ‘‘ count 
my blessings’’ (a thing we poultry-keepers don’t 
often do!) first and foremost I put the fact that I 
have never suffered from leg weakness. [our 
years ago, when in charge of some 2,000 chicks, 
{ did have one mild attack among one lot of 100, 
due to the fact that chicks -were in asbestos 
brooders with hovers, the weather was vile, and 
this lot stayed too much in the inner chamber with 
not enough earth on floor. The conditions were 
changed, and the plague ceased. 

Now for my theory! Being also-an ardent 
gardener with a passion for weeding, I used years 
ago to throw down my weeds" to the chicks— 
noticing how much pleasure and, incidentally, 
exercise they got from scratching in those weeds. 
Jr became a rule to provide the amusement daily, 
until gradually I have evolved a regular system of 
rock gardens for them, which amuse the outsider 
who notices them, but I really believe give the 
chicks in a very limited space the varied use. of 
legs, toes, etc., which makes for a healthy, 
sprightly chicken. Odd bits of brick and stone 
provide dry mash hoppers in corners of the day 
uursery—the higher and rockier the sides, the 
better—a heap of hay somewhere is a constant 
source of amusement, and provides a cosy sleeping 
place in the day- time. The water saucers are on 
the top of a miniature hillock, and weeds of all 
kinds (with wet earth attached) with a little coal 
dust as a “‘ bonne bouche,’’ keep the inmates happy 

and occupied in the worst weather. 

This season several broods of 60 to 80 chicks 
never went out of doors till 10 to 15 days old, 
and in 1,100 chicks raised the percentage of deaths 
from January 6th to May was 12%, including 
accidents. 

I am also grateful to Mr. Newman’s mash, for I 
look upon it as an incentive to scratching! Is it 
the precious grains of linseed meal for which they 
hunt so long? I am never sure, but they scratch 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 


Market Report, 


MINISTRY OF AGRICUITURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, OCTGBER 2nd, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FESDING STUFFS—British wheat supplies are 
full, but a very dull inquic® is experienced and quotations are 
decidedly lower, the average being about 10s. 8d. per cwt. against 
lis. 4d. last week. English malting barley shows a much easier 
tendency, only a quiet inquiry being reported, while grinding 
samples also move slowly at less money. A moderate business” 
passes for best white oats, but average. prices have declined 
tor both whites and blacks, although recent rates have been 
held for the former at London. White and black oats average 
9s. 9d. and 9s. per cwt. respectively. 


Imported wheats are scarce on spot at’ Bristol but are freely 
ofiered elsewhere, and business continues to be dull with further 
price reductions, Imported barleys are mostly offered at about 
od. to 10d. per cwt. less money. while foreign oats fail to hold 
their price, as a rule. Liberal arrivals of-maize sell at lower 
rates, the demand being only moderate. 


Millers’ offals are steadily inquired for, although bran is 
a shade easier at London. Maize mea! is-cheaper all round, and 
other meals are in quiet demand and inclined to favour buyers, 
except fish meal, which is firm in price owing to scarcity. 
Trade in oil cakes remains quiet and prices tend to be easier. 


MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7, 12s; Hull 
£6 1/s; Liverpool, £7 5s; London, £7 2s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
£8 17s; Hull, £8 7s; London, £8 10s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): 
London, 49 7s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9 7s; Hull, £9 6s; 
Liverpool, £9 5s; London, £8 15s. Pollards (imported): Bristol, 
£7 10s; tonudon, £7 5s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 17s; Liverpool, 
£7 58s. MEAL .—Barley Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, £11 8s; London, 
$10 7s. Maize Meal: Sristol, £11; Hull, £10 8s; Liverpool, £10 17s; 
Loudon, £11 5s. Maize Meal“S. African): Bristol, £10 5s: Lon- 
aon, £9 15s. Maize Germ Meal: Hall, £10 10s; London, £10. 
Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11 15s, London, £9 17s. ; 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Eggs continue scarce, and although trade is quiet prices for 
uearly all descriptions record increases. Dead poultry is Mm 
good supply and values have a weaker tendency. 

Week-end Prices-—ttggs (per 120): British, 24s 0d, 18s Od; Irish, 
22s. 6d, 22s Od; Danish, 22s 3d, 21s 6d; Dutch; 23s 3d; 22s Sa; 
french, 21s 9d; Beigian, 2is 6d, 20s 6d; Italian, 18s 9d, 17s 9d; 
Lithuanian, 165 6d, 15s 6d; Polish, 13s Od, 12s 3d; Chinese, 13s 9d, 
12s 9d; Russian, 15s 0d, 12s 9d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, is 8d. is 4d; Irish, 
is 3d, 1s 0d; Others, 1s 5d, 13s id. Ducks, 1s 3d, 1s 1d. Geese, 
1s 2d, 10d. 

EGGS. 


Per Doz,—Ashford: First, 28 7d; Second, 2s 44d. Birmingham: 
First, 2s 24d; Second, 2s 0d: Bridgwater: First, 2s 9d; Second, 
2s 74d. Chelmsford: First, 28 6d; Second, 2s 44d. Colchester: 
First, 28 84d; Second, 2s O24. Doncaster. First, 2s 4d; Second, 
2s. 3d. Dorchester: First, 28 8d- Second, 2s 6d. Exeter: First, 
23 6d. Hereford: First, 2s 3d. King’s Lynn: First, 2s 4d; Second, 
23 2d. Llandilo: First, 28 4d. Mold: First, 2s 6d; Second, 2s 4d: 
Newport (Mon.): First, 28. 9d: Second, 2s 6d. Norwich: First; 
2s 3d. Oswestry: First, 2s 10d; Second, 2s 9d, Penzance: First, 
23 1d; Second, 23 0d. Saffron Walden: First; 2s 84d; Second, 
2s 54d. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 2s 3d; Second, 2s id. Salisbury: 
First, 2s 84d; Second, 2s 7d. Skipton: First, 2s 3d. Truro: First, 
23 1d. Welshpool: First, 2s-4d;. Second, 2s 1d: *Carlisle: First, 
3s 0d. *Derby: First, 2s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 2s 6d; Second, is 9d. 
*Lincoln: First; 28 3d. *Shrewsbury: First, 3s 0d; Second, 2s 9d. 
*York: First, 2s 9d, 

FOWLS. 


Per 1lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d Doncaster; 
Vinst, t5s Od; Second, /4s 6d. Exeter: First, is 4d. Hereford: 
First, 1s. 3d; Second, is 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 4d. 
Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 6d; Second, is 2d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 4d: Second, is 2d. *Derby: First, 45s 0d; 
Second, t3s 6d. *Ipswich- First, 1s 6d. *Lincoln: First, ths 6d; 
Second, 43s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d; Second, is 3d. *York: 
First, t5s 0d; Second, t4s Od. 


DUCKS. 


Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d: Second, is 0d. Doncaster: 
First, +5s 0d; Second, +43 6d. Exeter: Kirst, 1s 3d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 3d: Second, is 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 2d: Second, is 0d. *Derby: First, 4s 6d; 
Second, tis 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 4d. “York: First, }6s 0d; 
Second, t5s 6d. ee 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. ¢t Per head. 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs *’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 


Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,’’ 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 


six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 

Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 

Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All ak. with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. H. Burles, “Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, 8.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisements Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


THE ANNUAL CENERAL MEETING WILL BE 
ELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE 
OLBORN RESTAURANT, ON WEDNESDAY, 
CTOBER 21st, 1925, AT 4.15 P.M. MEMBERS 
RE EARNESTLY INVITED TO ATTEND AS 
ATTERS OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE 
HILL BE PRESENTED FOR THEIR CON- 
IDERATION. 


MEMBERS ARE ESPECIALLY REQUESTED 
O NOTE THAT UNLESS {THEIR SUBSCRIP- 
IONS ARE RECEIVED PRIOR TO OCTOBER 
Sth THEIR NAMES CANNOT APPEAR IN THE 
IST OF MEMBERS PUBLISHED IN THE 
NNUAL RECISTER. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. | 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of 
'Eggs,’’ it Is imperative that new advertisements 
nd alterations are recelved by FIRST POST ON 
‘RIDAY MORNINC to ensure insertion In the 
ollowing Wednesday’s Issue. It is hardly neces- 
ary to add that the earller in the week we recelve 
opy the better it is for everyone concerned. 


TO OUR READERS. 


THE DAIRY SHOW ISSUE OF 
‘“EQ@GS” THIS YEAR WILL BE OF 
ESPECIAL INTEREST, AND WILL 
CONTAIN REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS 
REGARDING HOUSING. 


IT WILL ALSO CONTAIN PLANS 
OF A TYPE OF HOUSE WHICH WILL 
BE OF THE GREATEST INTEREST 
AND ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE. IT 
WILL ONCE MORE DEMONSTRATE 
THAT THE S.P.B.A. LEADS THE WAY. 


PROOFS. 

We cunnot guarantee to submit proofs unless eom- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 


We frequently receive complaints from our readers to the effect 
that when replying to advertisers, letters are often returned 
owing to the address given in the advertisement being insufficient. 
For the sake of both our readers and advertisers, we would there- 
fore ask every advertiser to have as full an address as possible 
inserted in all announcements. 


EGGS. 


~— 
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Classified Advertisements. 


(PREPAID RATES.) 


ld. per word—minimum charge, is. 0d.; 13° 


insertions at price of 12. Bold headlines 
inserted at an extra charge per insertion 
acccrding to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra 9d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, i. Fema Hy 
DAY-OLD CHICKS ,,_,, 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table wili be of assist- 
ance :— 


9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
1/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 


When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 


Insertion constitutes acknowledgment of 

remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a, series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted: 


Advertisements must be distinctly 
marked with the Heading under which 
they are to appear. 


Advertisements must be written on a 
separate sheet of paper, and one side 
of the paper only. 


Name and Address to be counted. In the 
case of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘ Box,” ‘ Eggs,’ 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, §8.E.16, to be counted as 
eight words, i.e., making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (1s. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 


Advertisements must reach this office 
FIRST POST FRIDAYS 


for insertion in the following Wednesday’s 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be inserted in the next issue. 


PLEASE 


WRITE CLEARLY, and TO 
AVOID MISPRINTING OF STRAINS, 
NAMES AND ADDRESSES, THESE 
SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN PRINTED 


CHARACTERS, 


Displayed Advertisements. 


Ordinary Page, £8 l5s. 6d.; Half Page, 
£4 78s. 9d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d.; One 
Column, £2 18s. 6d.; Half Column, £1 9s, 3d.: 
Quarter Column, 14s.-9d. One inch, 6s. 6d. 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Cover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounts for Series. 


Full Scale of Advertising Rates on appli- 
cation. 


Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H, 
BURLES, “ EGGS,” 94, FARNCGMBE 
STREET, LONDON; S.E.16, MUST REACH 


SAN 
US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 


for insertion in following issue. Those 
received later will be inserted in the next 
issue. 


A DEPOSI SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use of same. When remitting 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the full 
amount of purchase money should be sent, 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of game. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 


sent direct to The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Sussex. 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 


Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.I Reds, Eggs, Chicks, and Stock Birds. 
List free. Satisfaction imsisted on. (See 
under Ducks and Drakes also). 


You WANT ~ 

No morning Work 
No heating water 
No meacuring 

No mixing 

No dirty dishes 

No trouble 

No worry 


BUT MOST EGGS - 
ANDO SURE PROFITS 


For complete information’ on this 
most vital subject write for your | 


copy of . the Ful-O-Pep Handy 


Monthly Guide, the most valuable 
book on Incubation, Rearing and 
Poultry Husbandry. 


2 


POULTRY MASHES 


NO MIXING. NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


The Ful-O-Peb Guide has _ detailed 
suggestions for every month in the year, 
also 12 monthly egg charts for you to 
record your eggs. Sent free and postage 
paid. : .-) 

Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 
Quaker Oats Ltd., 11, Finsbury Square, E.C. 2, 
SP ETE TT TIC I NIN TIE, I 


he =e 
ECCS. te 


FOR SALE. 


Light Sussex Eggs for hatching; ~ 
Cooks’ direct, mated to Slade’s Goo 
ee 6d. dozen.—Miss Gregg, Little 

ent. es 


prices.— Wilkinson, — 
lands P.F,, Heysham. a 


LIGHT SUSSEX EGGS for HAT 
Also Red and Brown Sussex, now: 
for spring chicken trade; big + 
hens. State requirements. Quotatic 
return.—Hodges, Heathfield. 


EGGS FOR SPRING CHICKEN 

Dr. Harbord (winner, 1st Bath and. 
Table Kowl) is now booking orderg ft 
livery. Octcber onwards: £3 per 100; — 
for 15. No replacements. From his 
Light Sussex and R.I.R. Pens; nhotec 
stainina, size and quality.—_Detling, 
sione, e 


—— 


55/- PER 100, 
Limited number Light erst 
early Table Cockerels; 200 typi 
mated to produce “‘bone.’’ Book — 


avoid -disappointment.—Holt, Hadlow 
Sussex. = 


ECCS AND CHICKS, 
FOR SALE. . 


——— 
ee a 


Table Poultry. Now booking order 
Kggs, from Special ‘Table Crosses for § 
Chickens; 7s, 6d. dozen, £3, 100: unfe 
replaced.—_Simmins, M.S.P.B.A., Heatl 
Sussex. 

DAY-OLD CHICKS 
FOR SPRING CHICKEN. | 

Pure Light Sussex and White Y 
dottesi; 12s., diozen: £4 10s. hundre 
Martin Gray, The Chestnuts Poultry ] 
Longlevens, Gloucester. > 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. 


Cockerels, Pullets. and few Aduli 
practically all breeds (including i 
American Turkeys) for Sale.—Kdywar 
Cass, Manager, Mill Poultry —} 
Halesowen.—_My Name is a guarantei 
reliability of stock. 


Frank Snowden’s “Daily Mail” 6 
White Leghorns; expensive parents. 
Pullets, March, 1925; superb quality) 
each. Six -February, commenced 1a 
lis. each. Cockerels, 15s.-20s. each. Se 
won prizes._-Harry Whiteoak, The Gr 
Kildwick, Keighley. | 


Pa 


We contitiue to receive repeat onder 
Pullets. Further enquiries invited— 
eee Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, Ohi 
am. 


Tight Sussex (Rothschild’s), ~ J 
(Measure!) Pullets, March and | 
hatched; from 16s. 6d. each.—Cot Po 
Farm, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex. ‘ 


Barnevelders. _Pullets, Cockerels, B 
ing Pens for sale; closely related t 
winmers of 42 prizes, numeroua. 
specials this season (mostly utility ela 
a Manwaring, ‘“Plovers,’’ Horsmo} 
cenit. 


| 


WHITE LEGHORN PULLE! 
Fifty Pullets, hatched mid-April; Ha 
in; crossed Misses Ranford € 
10s. each, f.o.r.—Lynn and O'Reilly. K 
fold Poultry Farm, Billingshurst, Sus! 
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“GLOSTER PROMISE.” 


Gold Meda! Winner (Single Pe 

Section), Five Counties Layine ‘Test 

1923-24, with 265 first grade eggs in 4¢ 
weeks. 23 oz. weight. 


a No. - 231. Best Individual! Leghorn in ‘lest. No, 200. 

a ; 299,.13 months. 3 : 290, 13 months. 

= 176, 2nd year to date Complete Record—300 imi 12 n-onths 177, cud year to date. 
ss 24 to 2% oz. weizht. 342, 14 months. i180, 2nd year to date 2% to 24 oz. weight, 


a Three Daughters of “ Pensford Promise,’ 590—2 vears. 


“Pensford Promise’s” 18 Daughters have an averase of 269 Eggs, 


Bred and owned hy 
“Ghe Misses Ransford, 


Perseverance Poultry Farm, Pensford, near Bristol. 


A a 
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QOMUATFPUMTNVONATATANUDAULAUTVHVODEQEUAUED EL QUSHOULD OEE EU OPER EPEAT 


PRIEST 24 SHAW 


SECURE 


NOW ! 


FROM 


Wyandottes Leghorns — 


We haye a number of individually recorded hens in our 
five varieties, 


| 
| W.L., W.W., R.I.R.; L.S., and B.L., : 
also a few stock cockerels, bred from individually recorded ‘A 


LAYING PULLETS 


FOR. SALE. 
Order NOW and secure Winter Eggs. 


and progeny-tested hens. Write for our illustrated 
catalogue without delay, and secure the pick of these 
birds NOW. : | Eo 


WRITE FOR OUR PRICE LIST. 


ig ee: 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 


es 
a 


a 


SANDOWN, - - LO.W, 


SVEN 


WANVUGHASUOODGRAUENGGGUDERERLEOOSNGECRORDOAGAGOSEHRELARED LOAD ASUREELUONDEGELGOOSUGOODEORRDOATDORUGDDA AOE ANNES 


LAVUNVANUNDAUEVOAVOVONUOUOODOUUATOOPOOOOTOOUCOEOVUOTOCLOOEDAO ECAC ATE 


‘“‘Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 


at 


4) 
a 


iri 


WITHOUT 
THE 

SLIGHTEST _ 

DOUBT 
THE 2 | 

VERY BEST 

: HOUSES 
EVER 

3 
MADE. ' 

MAINTAINING x 

THE STOCK IN 

TIP-TOP - 

CONDITION — 

AND: ¢ 
CONSEQUENTLY _ 


ENSURING & 
HIGHEST 
PRODUCTIVITY. — 


ey 


No Il. 60 ft. x 12 ft. (six section), supplied to Mr. J. H. McInnes Skinner, 

Bramerton Grange, Norwich, who, when placing further orders, writes:— $ 

“T have several customers coming this week to see your house, and hope I may he able to get you some orders. I should — 

like to assure you how highly I appreciate the excellence of your house and granary. I do not believe that the former can be | 

beaten either in design, workmanship, or construction. The house is beautifully airy and perfectly ventilated, and embodies — 

every feature that goes to make the perfect poultry house. There is nothing shoddy or second-class in it. The granary is © 
splendidly built, thoroughly strong and substantial. | heartily congratulate you on them hoth.” : 


Full particulars from the maker— 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm & Appliance Works, 
—___— EAST HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. . 


Editorial, 


GES: EE 
UTILITY BREEDERS AND TYPE. 


We find the following in the editorial columns 
| our excellent contemporary, ** The Poultry- 
jin,’’ and we take this opportunity of congratulat- 
\z the staff on the completion of the first year of 


existence, and wish it continued success :— 


“It has been our good fortune to attend a 
| number of Agricultural Shows during the last 
few months, and to study critically the birds 
in the Utility Classes which have taken cards. 


Frankly, we are afraid that, just as at the 
Start of utility judging, too little attention was 
paid to type, so now the pendulum has swung 
too far in the other direction.. A matter ot 
_ this sort must always be more or less a matter 
of individual prefierence, dangerous to criticise 
in cold print. Yet the feeling is growing up 
among utility breeders, that the birds that 
stand most chance under certain judges in the 
utility classes are those not quite good enough 
to appear in the exhibition cages. 


| We prefer to put it that way than to call 
them exhibition culls. 


At show after show we saw the cards going 
to Leghorns and Wyandottes, which, frankly, 
no utility man who knew his job would look 
at twice. Big, beefy, leggy, fellows, which 
could do everything except lay fast enough to 
‘leave just a little over when the corn bill has 
been paid. 


That such birds as these should get away 
with the money is not in the best interests of 
the poultry industry. Type we must have, 
but if type is the only thing to count, then why 
have utility classes at all? 


@eho answers, ‘‘WHY?"’ It is not the first 
we we have heard this complaint.. The improved 
ur which is to be found in the utility classes 
‘Rhode Island Reds has, to a great extent, been 
ined at the expense of those points which 
fieate high egg production. Certainly the 
Iges deserve our sympathy, for the difficulties 
Hwery great. A Red should be a Red and not 
suff, and we expect a Wyandotte to be a Wyan- 
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dotte and not a White Rock with a rose-comb. 
These utility shows were heralded as being of the 
greatest educational value, and for this reason we 
expect utility characteristics to be the points on 
which the birds will be judged. If type and colour 
are to be the deciding pomts, then we may soon 
expect to see the end of the utility shows. By- 
the-bye, what an excellent rule it would be if it 
could be enforced, that the exhibitor should be 
the actual breeder of the bird he exhibits. That 
would mean fair competition. There must be a 
poor satisfaction in buying to win, although, of 
course, the idea in most cases is the advertising 
value of the w: in, but such people hardly deserve 
the name of fanciers or sportsmen. 


“ Big, Beefy, Leggy fellows ’—it seems incredi- 
ble that cards should be awarded in the utility 
section to birds so described. If we did not know 
that the writer was thoroughly capable of judg- 
ing, we should | he >sitate to repeat his remarks. We 

gather from what he has said that the exhibition- 
ped bird not q nite good enough for the shows is 
winning in the 1 itility classes. We heard the same 
opinion expressed at the Dasry, Palace, and 
Olympia last year, and were inclined to think that 
was the case with the Reds, and in one instance 
with Wyandottes. What will be the end of it all? 


SMALL FLOCKS AND OTHER THINGS. 


Interesting in the extreme is the report of the 
Instructors Convention at Manhattan, by Mr. 
Edward Brown, published in our contemporary, 
‘“Feathered World,’ last week. Mr. Brown re- 
ports that it is being realised on commercial 
plants, flocks should not exceed 200 in number, 
and that range must be much greater than at 
present, and at intervals fresh ground must be 
given. We have always advocated the small flock 
system, contending that the most economical unit 
is the 100, and that the problem of labour has 


been enormously over-estimated. Confirmation of 
this opinion now comes from the land of big 
things. Small flocks mean less risk of disease, 


control of it when an outbreak occurs, reduction 
in the number of duds carried in any flock, and in 
some at the present moment the percentage is 
very much highe r than is generally realised ; lower 
percentage mortality among chicks, and a general 
raising of the whole standard. A return to smaller 
units would result in a general improvement in the 
health and production of the whole of the com- 
mercial flocks in this country. 
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Mr. Brown reports a growing feeling that lne- 
breeding has been carried too far, and many are 
finding it mecessary to out-cross in order to 
counteract the tendency to smaller or more delicate 
hodies and: to the loss of size and quality in eggs. 

We have long ago pointed out that line-breeding 
was a mistaken policy as far as egg production 1s 
concerned. The system was followed under a mis- 
apprehension, or a failure to recognise that high 
fecundity is the result of selection and not of 
breeding in line. Much mischief it has done, but 
the argument in favour of line-breeding is so 
plausible. 


We take the following from the ‘‘ New Zeéaland- 


Poultry Journal,” which is full of good things each 
month. Many of our readers were fortunate 


enough to make the acquaintance of the Editor, 
Mr. J. B. Merrett, and Mrs. Merrett, when they 
came over, and if they wish to see a copy of the 
journal, they should address a letter to the Editor, 
P.O. Box 588, Christchurch, N.Z. To proceed, 


the extract is as follows :— 

‘The writer knows of competition winners 
that were bred from a mother and son mating 
and father and daughter combination, and he 
heard—and believed it to be true, knowing 
his man-—that in another case the winners 
came from a sbrother and sister mating. You 
don’t believe it? All mght. Just ask your- 
self if you have ever seen stronger birds, year 
after year, than the sparrows. Well, who 
supervises their business so that close relatives 
can’t breed together? No one, of course. As 
a matter of fact, the breeding must be, and 
is, in every kind of combination.. But only the 
strongest birds do the breeding. The others 
are knocked out of the business, and the hens 
will have nothing to do with them. The 
Wyckoff way is set out in the following extract 
from ‘ The Reliable Poultry Journal’ of April, 
1925:—‘ Later, however, Mr. Wyckoff did a 
bold thing, as one rightly may style it. -Find- 
ing it difficult to obtain male birds in those 
days that had been bred by selection or other- 
wise specially for egg productiveness, he 
adopted promiscuous or indiscriminate ~ in- 
breeding—that is, the use of selected males 
from his own strain and flock, which birds he 
bred back to the hens and pullets, including 
their own mothers and sisters, doing this with- 
out any possibility of definite knowledge as to 
actual relationship between individuals. In 
adopting this plan, however, he took pains to 
select*only quick-maturing, healthy, vigorous 
cockerels of good body shape, and other ‘ ex- 
ternal characteristics,’ as he called them at 


that early date, and in all cases he retained for. 


use as breeders only such cock birds as con- 
tinued to show, in superior degree, the quali- 
ties he believed a breeding male should 
possess.’’—‘‘ Hardshell.’’ 
There is not the slightest reason for not believ- 
ing that the progeny of these close matings were 


competition winners.. What the writer does no 
appear to understand is, that the result was no 
due to the close mating, but to the selection 6 
superior individuals. Had there been any weak 
ness, it would have manifested itself with fa 
greater intensity in the progeny, and it would hay 
been ‘said, ‘‘ This is the result of lne-breeding,’ 
which would have been equally wrong. The ok 
example of the sparrows is trotted out again. | 
is totally foreign to the subject. Moreover th 
writer is wrong in saying Mr. Wyckoff adopte 
promiscuous or indiscriminate in-breeding ; he di 
nothing of the sort, for he bred with selecte 
birds, ‘‘selecting only quick-maturing, _ healthy 
vigorous cockerels.’’ What the writer appears t 
fail to understand is, that in line-breeding it is no 
the relationship that counts, it is the indrvidua 
every time. 


CATS ON POULTRY FARMS. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—In view of trouble caused by rats 
it is a wonder that cats are not included to | 
greater extent in the plant of modern poultr 
farms. “a 

A few years ago I was greatly troubled by thi 
depredations of rats, and tried all manner | 
means to keep them down, but no sooner had | 
effected a clearance than another lot made thelj 
appearance, and the trouble continued till I ha 
introduced a kitten from a-noted rat-killing strair) 
In a few weeks she began to clear the farm ¢| 
mice ; later, found her eating young rats, and ver 
soon she killed or drove off all the rats there wet 
on the place. 3 

Instead of bothering .with traps and poisons 
now rely on her and one of her daughterst 
prevent further trouble in this respect. 3 


C. E. TOMPKINS. | 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impressic 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigrt 
breeders, or farmers on a large scale to rend) 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B./) 
This idea is quite incorrect. The $.P.B.A. is 0} 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from tl! 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivi 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equ) 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription bring 
with it many advantages, namely : Free Advice }{ 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Beneh! 
of the Discount System, and many aM 
advantages too numerous to mention here. Yc 
should write for full particulars to the Secretar 
TOM _NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwic! 
Horsham, Sussex. The financial year began ¢ 


Ist September. 


| 14th, 1925. 


Sa 


7 


Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


putt particulars of membership will be sent by return on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


286. 
We beat all records last month. The total number 


jnew members enrolled was 286, and this great 
‘raase was not the result of amy campaign. No 


| 


AN OPPORTUNITY OFFERS. 


“Organisation forsooth! Merely a matter of mem- 
bers writing to Mr. Newman, and letting him know 
which-part or ‘job ’ they are willing to undertake in 
the scheme, amd he would put the component parts in 


touch.’”" 
Pressure of work prevented me giving that eameful 
attention to the artiele by ‘‘Heathfield’’ under the 


above title, which appeared in our issue of Septem- 
ber 80th, which I should have dome, otherwise the 
paragraph quote above would have been ruthlessly cut 
out. As it was, it escaped my attention, or I did not 
fully appreciate its significance. 

I wonder if *‘Heathfield”’ fully understands what he 


yeal was made, they simply came. It should be has done? I have been simply inundated with letters 
‘tine tly understood, concerning this proposal 
(, that these are full > of his, and already my- 
‘mbers. We have not self and my sittaff are 
ated another society, SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ working overtime, and 


iL ecunted those as. 
‘mbers. LET ME 
MIND YOU. ALL 
‘AIN THAT IF YOU 
iSH YOUR NAME 
ZLUDED IN THE 
NUAL REGISTER. 
BSCRIPTIONS 
ST BE RECEIVED 
LATER THAN 
TPOBER 15th. 


ASSOCIATION. 
Annual General Meeti 


HOLBORN RESTAURANT 
Wednesday, 21st October - 


have far more work to 
do than 
with. 

I would just suggest to 
‘‘Heathfielid’’ and others 
who may feel inclined ti 
follow bis example, that 
the burden may becon.c 


we can qope 


ng 


greater than we can 
4. #5 bear. 
. vw p.m. 
5 Just at the present 


moment I am not ahle 


IXPERIMEN CAE 
FARM 

‘he Conimittee came 
Rudewick on Wed- 
Jay, September 30th, 
viewed three sites 
(the proposed experi- 
ital farm. One uf 


THE ANNUAL CENERAL MEETING WILL BE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE 
HOLBORN RESTAURANT, ON WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 21st, 1925, AT 4.15 P.M. MENMSERS 
ARE EARNESTLY INVITED TO ATTEND AS 
MATTERS OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE 
WILL BE PRESENTED FOR THEIR GON- 


to give the proposal my 
attention. We have the 
Dairy Show before us, 
the Food Purchase 
Scheme is taking up an 
immense amount of my 
time, there is the or- 
ganisation of the Experi- 
mental Farm, and sun- 


ile was selected, and 
lease is being ar- 
xed. - The position is 


SIDERATION. 


a for extension if 
led, lies high with a 
slope to the south, 
| it is well protected 
‘tthe North and 
‘t, When alll arrange- 
‘ts have been completed 1 hope to be able to 
mame the nature of the experiments which will 


‘aade. 


ANNUAL RECISTER. 


FOOD PURCHASF SCHEME. 


aportané amnouncements in «connection with the 
‘me will be made at the Annual General Meeting. 
a be worth your while to attend. 


“ EGGS.’ 


(6 Dairy Show Issue willl be the best on record— 
Ul be sensational. 


20th THEIR NAMES GANNOT APPEAR IN THE 
LIST OF MEMBERS PUBLISHED 


dry other things all out- 
side the routine business 


. MEMBERS ARE ESPECIALLY REQUESTED : 

oxeellent Th of the §.P.B.A. So I 
‘ind, just ae rae TO NOTE THAT UNLESS (THEIR SUBSSRIP- Ease hiogae win 
S is extent, with TIONS ARE RECEIVED PRIOR TO OCTOBER have. written to me on 


the subject to kindly be 


IN THE patient until such time 
as I am able to give the 
matter my attention. 

ee As I have been invi- 


ted to give my opinion 
on “feathtieid’s’’ proposal, 1 can only say there 
seems no reason why it should not be worked into « 
thoroughly sound scheme, ‘beneficial to alli who care 
to take part in it-——provided they do their part. For 
the present I must leave itt, and will all those who 
have been writing to me kindly take this as a reply 
to their letters 


GRADING EGGS—IS IT WORTH WHILE? 


I have so often heard from members who complain 
that gradiny is niott worth while, that if they send 
their eggs to the local market they are all sold at the 


EGGS. 


same price; that it is of interest to record the other 
side of the question. 
week, whose eggs are sold by auction at his loval 
market, graded in the following manner :— 

132 dozen mixed, weighing 2lozs. or over. 

7 dozen, all brown pullets, weighing 1.5/8 1jozs. 

11 dozen, all brown, weighing 2ozs. 


and white, realised 


The finst lot, mixed brown 
3s. 4d. per dozen. 


The second lot 8s. per dozen. 

The third tot 3s. 3d. per dozen. 

Those eggs were sold by auction. It must be under- 
stood that the breeder did not believe in hiding his 
light umder a bushel. He hiad a good article for gale, 
and he let it be known ; consequently there as a demand 
for his goods which the 
buyers know to be abso- 
lutely good and reliable. 
It is not sufficient to 
orade eggs and send 
them to an auction. You 
must let buyers know 
they iare graded, anid it 
should be stamped in big 
letters on the box 


LIPSIA SHOW. 
The 5ist Grand Inter- 
national Poultry Exhibi- 
tion will be held from 


ESPECIAL 


Sth to 10th January, 
1926, on the Show 


Grounds in Leipzig, or- 
ganised by the Leipzig 
Union of Poultry Breed- 
ers Agent: Hans 
Guuthner, Leipzig-Sch- 
leussig, Panssnitzstrasse 


The above show will 
again take place as in 
pre-war days, as an I[n- 


terniationall Exhibition ing Test. = 
with a probable mem- & 
bership of 5-10,000, under the patronage of the = a 
Saxony Ministry of Agriculture, amd that amrange- : 2) 
ments are being made to admit as many exhibits as DAIRY SHOW ISSUE. & 


possible, even from abroad 
Particulars ean be had on application to the Agent, 
as above. 


OUR FRONT COVER. 


Our readers will be extremely interested to hear 
that the Misses Ransford, who have farmed so suc- 
cessfully at Pensford, near bristol, are removing the 
whole of their stock to a larger and more ¢cuvenient 
farm at Finchampstead, Perkshire. The old name, 
“ Pargeverance Pcultry Farn,’’ is to be retained. The 
removal will not take place until the middle of 
November. 

The Misses Ramsford’s stock has deservedly a very 
high reputation, for they have been particularly 


A member eallled on me last . 


TO OUR READERS. 


THE DAIRY SHOW ISSUE OF 
“E@Q@GS”" THIS YEAR WILL BE OF 
INTEREST, AND WILL 
CONTAIN REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS 
REGARDING HOUSING. 


IT WILL ALSO CONTAIN PLANS 
OF A TYPE OF HOUSE WHICH WILL 
BE OF THE GREATEST INTEREST 
AND ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE. 
15 WILL ONCE MORE DEMONSTRATE 
THAT THE S.P.B.A. LEADS THE WAY. 


< % 


4 


2 
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| 


careful to breed for type, stamina, egg production, a 
gize of egg. | 


CS 

When we use the word “‘ stamima’”’ we can i 
estimate that by the Jong distance layer, and 4] 
Misses Ransford have bred so many hens with th 
character ‘‘ persistency’? which have stamped the 
individuality upon the wholle flock. Individuailly-br 
cockerels have always been one of the features of 
Perseverance Poultry Farm. = 


sy 


yew 


Breeding is an art, and the cleverness of # 
breeders is never more clearly shown than when thi 
are able to breed stock which will not only put 
wonderful records of production, but also to imereg 
or even maintain body size Here, again, the Miigs 

Ransford have bee 
successtull. B 


Further, the questi 
ot the daughters doing 
welll as their dams. 
high record dam raite 
breeds daughters as @ 
as herself ‘Tinere ‘é. 
difficulty in understan 
ing this, but it is nota 
possible, amd so camel 
has the selection cf 
Misses Ramsford sto 
been that many of ¢ 
daughters have equalille 
and even beaten, hi 
dams’ high records. 


On our front cover’ 
have a photograph 
‘‘Gilaster Promise, awl 
had a complete record 
300 eggs in 12 montl 
and was the winner 

' the Single Pen Section 
the Five Counties” Li 


iT 


With the ‘“ Dairy Show ” issue of ‘‘ Eggs’ o¥ 
ible given a supplement, which we are sure that 
our readers and members will heartily apprectal 
This is the plan of a Straw House. cs 

A model will be exhibited on our stand att 
Dairy Show, and Mr. L. G. Price, the Glouces! 
County Council Instructor, who is responsible | 
this very ingenious idea, will be in attendance” 
the Thursday, from 11.30 until 12, and from 2. 
until 3 p.m., and will be pleased to help anyo 
with particulars as far as lies in his power. — 

The idea is certainly unique, and we can promi 
our readers that it will be well worth their 
to visit the Stand and see the model. F 

Fullest particulars with photographs will 
published in the ‘‘ Dairy Show” issue of © Eggs 


‘October 14th, 1925. 
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Correspondence. 


SEX-LINKAGE. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Mr. Newman,—Mr. \omis Hammond's letter 
: } Eggs of September 23rd is very interesting, 
pecially to those who keep: tie Sex-Linked Cross he 
yours, viz , Bilack Leghorn x Cuckoo Leghorn. 
There is no doubt the pullets of this Cross almost, 
‘mot quite, outrival in appearamce, and possibly in 
miormanice, a flock of pure-bred Black Leghorn 
iitets. We find the cross-bred flock more even and 
larter in appearance, and lee colour decidedly better. 
As regards the cockerels of this cross our experience 
s been that they make most profitable little table 
tds, sold at 12 weeks old, and they fatten far more 
adily than pure bred Leghorns. . 
We have am excellent market for them locally, and 
id them in hundreds ata profit. There has been, 
fact, a big deniand for them. 

We could give particulars as to costs and profits to 
yone interested. Our experience has been that Leg- 
m cockerels can be made to pay. 3 
One sees the provisicn counters of the big food stores 
mded with smail cockerels, chiefly from America; 
e can hardly suppose they are sent over at a loss. 
Surely the English Leghorn cockerel might compete 
te the American one in the food stores if a little 
we troubie were taken over fattening and mar- 


hing. 
Yours trully, 
Mrs. and Miss TYLER. 
EGGS BY WEIGHT. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 
Dear Sir.—Re your Editorial in last’ week’s 


iges’’ respecting Egg Size and Markets. 

[ must’ again ‘bring up the old cry, ‘‘ Eggs by 
aght,’’ as it seems to me that markets and eggs 
weight go hand in hand. 

[have a little plan which I think we, as a 
si€ty, ought to try to work out; in short, this 
tt. I think we have about 6,000 members dotted 
Over the country, and we ought to find out 
W many would be willing to take in eggs from 
ur districts, from members or otherwise, who 
uld bring their eggs to them (or perhaps some 
ild fetch them for a small amount), then if we 
tld get enough ‘‘ station-holders’’ I will call 
um, and I take it that many full-time members 
wld be willing for the ultimate benefit they 
uld receive, or perhaps a small sum could be 
irged for handling members’ eggs, and a trifle 


| 


more for non-members’ eggs. - We should then 
want clearing houses at convenient points in large 
towns for all eggs, where they could be taken daily 
by motors from the egg stations, and from where 
the retailers could: get their supplies, and buying 
and selling prices could be fixed by us for the 
present at prevailing market prices ; then | think it 
would not be long lbefore we should see our English 
eggs well above all foreigners in price. But the 
Dig eels? 1s, only we could have ‘“‘Eggs by 
weight ’’ (wholesale only at present, if you like) ; 
we could take in all eggs as I describe, but without 
it, of course, the plan is unworkable, as some 
would bring large eggs, some small, etc., for a 
long as England lasts we shalt never get the people 
who still produce the majority of the eggs, viz., 
the general farmer and the cottager, to grade their 
eggs, either voluntary or compulsory, and if the 
‘station-holders ’’ had their prices sent them, say 
every Monday morning, what they were to pay, 
how could they act at present, but with egg prices 
quoted to them at so much per lb., everything 
would be simple. We could have separate prices 
for Browns and Whites if you like, but that is all. 

[ am out to eliminate the higgler, the dealer, the 
auctioneer, and any amd all of those who to-day 
are making more out of our eggs than we pro- 


Ww 


ducers who do the work. »- Wake up, fellow- 
members, and, in particular, those who are in the 
business for a living, and see if we cannot do 


ur mutual benefit. J am willing to 
1p and open the road for S.P.B.A. 


sale all over the country. 


“PULL  EIMER=” 


something for 
be one, so roll 
eggs to be on 


THE MOULT. 


To the Editor of “‘Eggs.”’ 


Dear Mr. Newman,—You have certainly opened 
an interesting subject of discussion by your 
Editorial article on The Moult and Egg-production. 

Does the relationship between moulting and egg- 
production vary in the different breeds ? 

One is inclined to think the Wyandotte lays on 
till the moult is well established, and she has 
lost most of her feathers, sometimes even laying 
on right through the full moult. | 

The Leghorn, we have found, never does this, 
but generally ceases to lay one to two weeks 
before commencing to drop her feathers, and we 
have never found a Black Leghorn, at any rate, to 
lay through the moult. 

Birds very rarely stop laying in an early summer 
moult when brought ion by heat, and we have 
observed they will lay on through quite a heavy 
moult, provided the wing-flights are not shed. If 
these are dropped, the bird invariably ceases 
laying. 

Yours truly, 
Mrs. and Miss TYLER. 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN, 
CE jg ii Ewer. 


UNDERFEEDING. 


Examination of the pullets in most flocks at the 
beginning of September will generally show a per- 
centage of long, janky individuals, with small 
bodies, rough teatner and pale taces. These birds 
taay have naturally poor constitutions, and poor 
pewers of assimilation. It such is the case they 
are better killed and burned. When-this advice is 
given, letters come in which the writers dwell on 
the cost of rearing to this stage, and ask if nothing 
can be done to make these birds profitable. The 
answer is, NOTHING, in big bold type, and they 
should not have been reared to this stage, because 
1t should have ‘been apparent to the owners that 
they were not worth rearing. That is where 
observation comes in. There are others who 
exhibit the same characteristics, and in their case 
the trouble may have been due to bad brooding, 
evercrowding, insect pests, etc. It will be wiser to 
get rid of them at once. However well you may 
feed and house them, they will never amount to 
much. hen there are those which have been 
inderfed, not seriously so, but on a total ration 
which has been hardly suihcient for development. 
The legs of these birds appear:long, because the 
body is so small, the feather is a bit rough, be- 
cause it 1s badly nourished, but otherwise they 
are not unhealthy looking. They have not: that 
yellow appearance which is to be found in other 
lanky individuals,- which have poor powers of 
assimilation. It is difficult to make up for the 
period when these birds have been underfed, the 
only thing to do is to give as much highly nutri- 
tious and easily digestible food as they will con- 
sume. |My experience has been that milk is of 
little value to birds over twelve weeks old, and the 
most effectual means of getting them along is to 
add 2 per cent. cod liver oil to the mash. Bulky 


foods should not be given, as the appetite is too. 


easily satiated. 


With reference to feeding maize heavily after 
May, which I have so often advised in these 
columns to keep the birds in production and to 
check the decrease in the size of egg which is 
generally perceptible then ; I have received the fol- 
lowing letter from Mr. Hood, of Kirkcaldy :-—‘‘] 
have to thank you for the advice to feed maize 
heavily after May. During the last three years | 
have done this with success, and.this autumn I 
have fed the last feed split maize in troughs, and 
the egg yield is exceedingly good.”’ 


Several readers have written to the same effect, 
but one so continually gets letters asking how to 
feed for spring, summer, and winter. Then a 
Inembers sends me a report of a lecture delivered 


in the North, in which the lecturer advised 
audience to feed a ratio of 1 to 4 in the sumy 
and 1 to 5 in the winter. It is always wiser 
feed to the bird’s condition and to its requireme 
than to the seasons. Its requirements are larg 
measured by its production, and it has noth 
whatever to do with the seasons. <A heavy la 
will require more food in April than it will) 
December, because it ‘will normally be produ¢ 
more heavily, and when it is producing so hea! 
it will draw on its bodily reserves if there she 
be any deficiency in the ration. Some of the m 
unbalanced and unsuccessful rations which h 
been sent me have been based on the albumir 
ratio. Here, for example, are two ridicul 
mashes, based on the albuminoid or nutritive ra 
and published in a well-known book :— 


5lbs. Bran, 2 Midds., 1 Clover, $ Culms— 
Ratio=1 to 4.00. 

4lbs. Bran, 1 Midds., 2 Clover, 14 Maize- 
Ratto=1 to 4.5. | 


The absurdity of this is too patent to need | 
planation. The great bulk, the excessive amo 
of fibre, the lack of animal protein, are sufi 
to indicate even to.the novice how ridiculous j| 
to talk of a balanced ration, because you are we 
ing on a nutritive ratio of one to-4 or 5. | 


A correspondent asks for information as to) 
feeding of the salt mixture frequently rec 
mended in these columns, viz.: 60 parts steal 
bone flour, 20 parts powdered oyster shell, | 
20 parts common salt. It should be underst! 
that this is only fed to supply deficiencies in | 
ration, and that these may not always oc 
Cne would hardly expect them to do so with ‘bi 
on free range, unless there was a great deficie; 
of lime in the soil. Its addition to the ration is 
great value to the heavy producer, especially wh 
large numbers of birds are run to the acre, 
where they are kept intensively. It is alsq 
great value to chicks from the shell, and isi 
some assistance in preventing leg weakness. | 
salt helps to replace the chlorine which is los} 
the egg. Many of our members have written! 
say that its inclusion in the mash has a decide 
beneficial effect upon their stock. Others hi 
told me that as far as they can see it has no efi 
whatever. It is a question of the Conditions un 
which the birds are kept. | 


In answer to a question from Derby. The ref 
from the sugar beet factories, valuable as it 7 
be as a cattle food, is of little or no value to pow 
owing to its high fibre content. My corsa 
suggests that we should search round for 1 
foods, but he does not indicate in what dineal 
It is easy to find new foods, but it is not easy! 
find one which is both useful and economical. | 


Reverting to underfeeding again, here is 
example of how it may occur. Capt. Douglas ca 
on me last week, he has been very interested! 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 
ay. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 


urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns, 


POST-MORTEMS. 
|/BODIES for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.O., 8B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 


Road, West Worthing. 


dies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death. marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. ‘the name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


saders are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
| udii birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


| REPLIES BY POST. 


plies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
| every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
| tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled fo a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). f 


4L questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
oolumns, except im relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


—_—_ —_- 


‘B. S. (Stewarton). The ingredients used in the 
ash you send are of gocd average quality, but there 
jmuch too great a bulk for winter feeding. Careful 
amination failed entirely to reveal any animal pro- 
in whatever. 


A. W. (Naim) sends sample of bran, and wishes to 
\OW my opinion as to whether it is of good quality 
id suitable for poultry. Her corn merchant does not 
[ep broad bran in stock, and assures her this quality 
fused by the bakers im their brown loaf, and is 
wally as good as the other. I find among it a con- 
erable quantity of husk. It is not at all a good 
fmple, and if bakers use this flor their brown loaf I 
jould consider it very indigestible. The sample sent 
‘mot worth more than 8s. 6d. per ewt. There is niot 
vestige of flour in it Would any of our members, 
10 are bakers, tell me whether it is customary to 
id bran to brown bread? I knew that such a finely- 
‘illed flour was not used, but 1 did mot know that bran 
w added. The terms ‘‘sharps’’ amd ‘‘mididlings’’ 
'@ very loosely used, but what are generally known 
thirds”’ in the North are commonly callled ‘* mid- 
‘ings’’ im the South. 


E.G M (Boar’s Hill). The best method of testing 
gs for freshness is by candling them, the air space 
mg an indication as to the freshness of the egg 
We larger the air space the staler the egg. This. is 


explained by the fact. that, owing to evaporation, the 
contents of the egg shrink, and thus the size of the 
air space is inereased. 


Enquirer (Cambs.) thas 120 pulllets, which have been 
fed with grain in the early morning and at mid-day, 
and wet mash at night. A change is desinable, and 
my correspondent wants to kmow whether the wet 
mash ean pe fed between 12 amd 2, and graim as the 
last feed. A change woulld have no bad effect on the 
birds, but a tittle discretion must be used. ‘The mash 
should be given at 12, not later, otherwise it will be 
too mear the last feed in these short days, and that 
should be a heavy one. The mash consists of: Bram, 
4lbs., Kositos, Tilbs.; Miiddlings, 8llbs.; and Fish Meall, 
1ilbs. ‘‘Enquirer’’ has worked out the albuminoid 
ratio, and says this method does not appear tc meet 
her approval, although the matio is a correct one, but 
she would like niv opinion of it. -The mash is a very 
good ime, and should give good results, but 
‘Enquirer’? should understand that a mash is not 
necessarily a good one bécause it has the conrect 
albuminoid ratio, or a high number of food units. Ji 
is a fallacy 10 believe that it tis, as I have oftem pointed 
out. Kossitos would have approximately the same 
ratio as maize, but I have not the actual analysis 
with me. In answer to other questions, drakes are 
best away from moulting ducks. It is mot a good 
policy to run young drakes iand youmg chicks together. 


MODERN POULTRY FEEDING.—Continued. 


the advice I have given so frequently to feed more 
heavily after May, especially with maize. From a 
flock of 250 he obtainéd 113 eggs on August 2oth, 
and the yield iad shown a decided tendency to 
drop previous to that date. Watching the birds 
he saw that some of them were driven away. by 
the others when feeding if there were several .at 
the hopper, and on examining these birds he found 
they were invariably on the hght~ side. As a 
result of this, he almost doubled his hopper accom- 
modation, with the result that the egg yield 
steadily rose until it reached 147, which was the 
highest number obtained on-any day after August 
zoth. Gradually production declined as the birds 
dropped into moult, but it was as high as 130, or 
over 50 per cent., on September 28th, which 1s 
remarkably good for this season of the year from 
1924 pullets. [I am confident that every year 
there are a large number of birds which are under- 
fed, just that much which prevents their laying 
their full quota of eggs, and often causes the early 
moult. The dry mash feeder is inclined to think 
that because the mash is accessible all day, that 
the birds cannot ibe underfed ; but if the hopper 
accommodation is insufficient, and it often is, there 
is many a bird which neyer gets the food it needs 
for production, and can only produce a percentage 
of what it should do, Now that the winter is 
coming on and the days are short and the nights 
long, it will be just as well to consider if hopper 
accommodation is sufficient. 


EGGS. 


“Yorks Moore ’’ (Denby) sends samples of Sussex 
ground ‘oats at 17s. These are good pure oats, and 
good value for the money. Fish meal iat 22s. 6d. is 
also a good sample, although I have no analysis, and 
cannot guarantee the salt content. Clover meal at 
16s. is dear, and consists: mainly of meadow hay. 
Bran at 9s.-1is of fair average quality, and value for 
money. Indian meal at 18s. is just fair. Thirds at 
10s. are only moderate, containing a lot of fine bran. 
Wheat is a good sample, but ids. ewt. is a high price 
to pay. Maize is rather e:.arsely kibbled, but other- 
wise there as not much fault to find. The best mash 
my correspondent could make up with the ingredients 
he sends wonid be:—lilb. bran, 1b. clover meal, 4lbs. 
thirds, llb. Sussex ground oats, I1lb. maize meal, 
and ilb. fish meal. The grain feed should be equal 
parts wheat and lnbblled maize, amid the birds should 
have a good two ounces as the Slast feed. In answer 
to his other questions. Charcoal is not @ necessitv 
with adult virds. It assists in digestion by dispersing 
the gases which form. In chick rearing it is valuable. 
The best way to feed it is to obtain im a granulated 
form, and feed in hoppers. Grit is mot necessary if 
the birds have oyster shell. A good sample of alfalfa 
meal would give better results than the clover meal, 
sample of which was sent. As prices go, I do not 
think that my correspondent is paying too much. 


‘““Perplexed’’ (Preston) writes that ‘the has-a build- 
ing which he used for the first time last season as an 
incubator house ; roughly it is 17ft. x 14ft.—-three win- 
dows one yard square, facing south, two east and two 
west. It was originally a Dutch barn, and he put 
a floor in half-way up, and boarded it round with lin. 
flooring boards, which made a good tight job. ‘‘The 
chickens hatched well and seemed strong and vigorous, 
but gradually died off, many of them not seeming to 
ever look at the food.’’ He cannot think it was 
B.W.D., as some of them went om alll right and did 
well, and some which were put and reared undeér 
hens never looked behind them The bulk of the 
hens went under anthracite stoves. His reason for 
writing is that on a hot day the thermometer in the 
building rose to 72 degreas, and on a frosty night 
went down to 40. Some of his friends advanced diffe- 
rent opinions. One, too many windows, another 
wants dounle boarding and packing the cavity ; others 
Say it as quite all right, and a erand place. Woulld I 
advise him of ry opinion? His second question is in 
relation to calcium galits for breeders. ~ Could he sub- 
stitute carbonate vf lime for oyster shell dust? (3) 
What date should light and heavy breeds be hatched 
lin the coming season to male breeding stock for 1927? 
(4) Apart from the protein) ecntent “is there any ad- 
vantage to be gained by feeding fish meal instead of 
meat iand bone meal? (5) What are the indications of 
too much moisture in a hot-air machine? (6)° "In 
answer to «i query a few weeks ago you state there 
is a decided advantage in setting egos under a hen 
the first week of sitting. Why?” (7) What are the 
most prominent features in ‘istineuishing a pullet 
in lay and a year-old hen just through the moult and 
laying? “‘In some cuses it is a very difficult pro- 
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positioa to me.’* {8) Mr. Capper, in his ‘One M 
Poultry Farming,”’ tdlls us that as a labour-savi 
device the winter record of pullets is a pretty accum 
guide to a twelve months’ record. Does the win 
months mean three taenths after she has laid her fi 
egg, even if it be July? (9) Iam feeding my birds 
your formula and housing them in 190 in a flock 
a 20ft. x 14%. heuse, with a run of half «an-acre eat 
They are supposed to be tred-to-lay birds. WE 
shjould my flock average be? I know much depen 
on Breeding, Ieeding, and Management, «nd yo 
answer will pe a guide jas to my management.’’—TI 
is a very ‘engthy epistle. In regard to the first qm 
tion, I cannot understamd. The variation in vempei 
ture in the incubator house was certainly very gre 
but as it did ut fall melow 40, it is im so far sat 
factory, What I would suggest tio ““Perplexed’’ wor 
be to have vlinds to the windows, and draw the 
during the day, as cvidensly the increase in tempel 
ture was due fo the hot‘sun. (2) IT cammot help 
as to the aiuse of the mortality amongst the chiel 
as he only deszribcs his incubator house. What 
those put under the anthracite stoves? 


| 


Was the 
any crowding? Did they osecome overheated ~ 
chilled” It seers to me that the trouble arose tha 
In answer io his secend question: Limestone dt 
would answer in-place of oyster shell dust. In answ 
to No. 3: if I wanted stock for 1927 I would hat 
both light and heavy breeds im January. (4 Ta 
dealing with this question in the Dairy Shon iss 
of ““Hgos.’’ As indicated there, it will be a maitl 
of experiment on the S.P.3.A. Experimental Fam 
(5) “Indications of too much moisture in a hofe 
machine wouid be the same as those in a hot-wai 
one. There would not be sufficient evaporation from 
egg. (6) An article on Incubation will appear 
‘Eggs,’ and 1 will deal with this question then. | 
This question will be dealt with later. (8) The ‘ay 
ter months’’ would mean the three winter months fto 
15th October to the end of January We could not) 
any account call an egg laid in July a “‘“winter egg) 
(9) His last question is-almost unanswerable. In fal 
he has answered it nimself when he adds ‘* nat 
depends on Breeding, Feeding, and Management ~ | 
his birds are bred-toJay, I do not think a fiock avy 
age of 170 would be exeessive . | 


POST-MORTEMS. 


E. 8 The trouble with the cockerel was fawus, || 
white comb, as it is popullarly called. It is contagiol 
both by direct and indirect contact, the imeubatit 
period being 15 days. The closest inspection of th 
bird’s immediate incontacts should be maide, and tho! 
showing any sign of the disease isolated for treatmen| 
The premises should be thoroughly disinfected, al 
periodically so during the existence of the troubl 
To treat, clean up the affected areas with soft $08) 
and warm water, and afterwards thoroughly inuai 
with carbolised vaseline, five per cent., or im seve) 
eases with much thickening with red oxide of mereut) 
ointment, 1 to § of lard or Jamoline. =| 
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Answers to Queries. 


: Continued. 


R. S: J. (Four Marks). I am afraid I could noi 
ll you of a college where you could be trained in 
é Anatomical, Physiological and Genetical side 
| poultry farming. The Harper-Adams’ College 
wuld give you a training in the theoretical side of 
ery farming as well as the practical. I cannot 
Swer your second question as to whether there 
puld be any chance of your working on a college 
am during the vacations as part payment of your 
28. In answer to the third question, ‘‘ Provided 
2 birds are of good size, do I consider it harmful 


‘them to start laying at a-precocious age?P”’ 
el, af a bird starts laying at a precocious age, 
ever reaches the upper limit of the size which 
amherited, therefore in that respect it would be 
mmful, but 5} lbs. is a fair weight for a Light 
ssex pullet at five months old. Of course, if a 
let is well developed—that is, such as the two 
lich you say were hatched in April and are now 
and seven pounds respectively—size could not 
much affected, and it will not have the same 
luence on the size of egg as it would in the case 
a pullet which laid at a much more precocious 
@, and as a consequence never grew after. <A 
wtecund pullet very rarely starts laying at a 
Feocious age, because high fecundity and early 
‘turity are correlated. You must. not imagine 
it size is opposed to egg production. That is 
the case. It is egg production which is 
posed to size. Large birds are sometimes very 
od layers indeed, but the tendency of selection 
€gg production has always been a reduction in 
body size. 


We L. (Embleton) sends sample of limestone grit 
‘excellent quality. The analysis shows 98.78% 
bonate of lime. With reference to his question 
to the percentage of peroxide of iron, I think 
sis too small to be of any benefit. Such a 
aple would be quite adequate to replace oyster 
WL. It would need to be a little finer for chicks. 


2 Size as sent is quite suitable for adult fowls. 


—_—, 


| POST-MORTEMS—Continued. 


“he post-mortem findings in the case of the 
W. pullet were consistent with irritant poison- 
there being considerable inflammation of the 
ite digestive tract. Oxalic acid is present in 
barb leaves, so it is possible that they were the 
Tee of the trouble. 


#€. The cause in the case of the R.I.R. pullet 
> apoplexy of the lungs, the determining factor 
ag ‘torsion of the uterus, which set up excessive 
uming and induced such a high blood pressure 
t the vessels gave way under it. A rather un- 
tal case, and, of course, entirely accidental and 
/@ non-contagious nature. 


249 
“A. E. S. The post-mortem examination of the 
W.L. cockerel showed that the proventriculus, 


parts of the intestines and the kidneys were acutely 
inflamed, the conditions being consistent with 
poisoning by some such irritant as lead. Old 
pamt pots, etc., are a frequent cause of fatalities, 
being for some reason or other extremely attrac- 
tive to birds, and a search of the premises may 
perhaps reveal the source of the trouble. 


G. S. The post-mortem findings in the case of 
the two W.W. hens were as follows :—No. 481, a 
severe case of gout, the kidneys being completely 
blocked, and the imternal organs, including the 
heart, thickly peppered with the urates. No. 515 
was also gouty, but not to the same extent, the 
kidneys only being affected, but she had succumbed 
to. sepsis following the retention of a collapsed 
thin-shelled ege in the uterus. Evidently the 
ration has been too rich in protein for them, or 
they are getting an abnormal supply of natural 
animal food, which has disturbed the balance to a 
dangerous extent. I should advise a twenty-four 
hour fast for this particular flock from which these 
cases of gout have come, followed iby a mash con- 
taining 15 grains of Epsom salts for each bird ; 
a reduction of the ration temporarily with the com- 
plete elimination of either fish or meat meals ; 
[0- grain doses of Epsom salts in the drinking 
waiter every other day for ten days, or longer if 
they are still off colour. Birds acutely affected 
should receive 20 to 25 grains of salts at one dose, 
and allowed only grain- and green stuff for some 
days, and also receive 10 grains in the water every 
other day as for the others. 


G.C. T. The post-mortem examination of the W.L. 
pullet showed that she wag the subject of haematoma 
or blood tumours of the skin. The cause of these js 
unknown, but affected birds make good recoveries, as 
a rule, if the swellings ame anced, and the parts 
cauterised with « silver nitrate pencil or painted with 
strong tincture of iodine. Affected birds should be 
isolated to protect them from the attention, of others, 
and should be fed generously and receive an iron tonic 
to make up for the loss of blood that they sustain 


WILTS COUNTY COUNCIL. 


SOUNTY HGG-LAYING TRIALS, 1924-25. 


List of Winners, 


Silver Challenge Gup, presented by Mrs. Robert Fuller, 
Chalfield. Melksham, for the entry obtaining the highest number 
of scoring points in the Heavy Rreed.—Winner: Mrs. V. Parsons, 
Brickworth, Whitepavish .L.8), 6320 points. 

Silver Challenge Cup, presented for the entry obtaining the 
highest number of scoring points in the Light Breed —W inmer. 
Mr. J. H. Walton, Sherston, Malmesbury (W.L.), 6311 points. 

Gold and Silver Medals tto the first two entries of any breed 
of which there are more than six entries obtaining the (highest 
number of scoring points.—Giold Medal—Winner: Mrs. E: M. Jy. 
Knight, Odstock (W.W.), 6059 points. Silver -Medal—Winner: Mrs. 
L. G@. Hamman, Tisbury (W.W.), 5656 points. Gold Medal—Winner: 
Mr. J. H. Walton, Sherston (W.1), 6311 points. Silver Medal— 
Winner: Mrs. BE. M. L. Knight, Odstock (W L.), 6233 poinits. 

Gold and Silver Medals to the first two entries (any ‘other 


Great 


variety) for Heavy Breed obtaiming the highest number _ of 
scoring points.—-Gold Medal—Winner: Mrs. V. Parsons, White- 
parish (I,8.), 6320 points. Silver Medal—Winner: Mrs. E. M. Li, 


Knight, Odstock (L.S.), 6043 points: 
(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page), 
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SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Will members please note that the VERY 
LATEST DAY for Registering Pens in the 1926 
S.P.B.A. Register is OCTOBER 16th. Forms may 
be had from the Editor, H. Mudie Draper, 25, 
The Chase, 5: W. 4. 


MIXING. 


I have received the following letter from Mr. Hall. 
With regard to his remark that nothing is dome by 
the Local Authorities, I am afraid nothing willl be done 
until information is laid, and it ts useless for us to 
expect the Local Authorities to act. We must take 
the matter into our hands, and lay information, and 
force them to ach. It will be a good thing for the 
poultry industry when all of us recognise that we have 
to rely on ourselves :— 


‘“Dear Sir,—In view of the large number of imported eggs 
mixed with or sold as ‘ English,’ the enclosed cutting from the 
‘Kent Messenger’ (contributed by me) may be of interest to 
readers of ‘ Higigs ° 

The grocer has since told me that he sold the eggs mixed with 
my new-laid, and got the extra 3d. per Wozen profit, but what 
profit did the merchant get? 'The real value of them would not 
be more than 1s. 6d. per dozen; the changed 2s. 6d. pez dozen 
wholesale. 

I have reason to believe that lamge numbers of imported low- 
grade eggs are being sold at LOCAL NEW-LAID EGGS, yet 
nothing is done by the Local Authorities.’ 


FARMERS AND POULTRY. 


‘A writer in tthe “Kent Messenger ’’ a few weeks ago advised 
genera! farmers to keep poultry and thus retain the £15,000,000 
paid for imported eggs. He pointed out some of the advantages 
of keeping fowls, but failed to state the cost. In my opinion not 
ene poultry-keeper in 100 could say what ib cost him to produce 
@ given number of eggs, Most writers on the subject. enlange on 
the fowls being’ able to find their own food. This is. wrong in 
principle and a failure in practice. Birds that are left to board 
themiselves are always unprofitable. Undoubtedly ‘tthe general 
farmer is in tie best position of any one to produce. eggs if he 


would give the business the attention iit requires. But can the - 


farmer or poultry-keeper compete with the foreigner in-the pro- 
duction of eggs I know ‘from experience he can, if given fair 
competition Until iraported eggs are mairked this is denied him, 
because so many imported eges, being sold as new-laid,— give 
the genuine new-laid English egg a bad name. I had a case in 
-point on-Friday, the 18th inst., while calling on my customers, 
one at first refused to have any eggs at the price I asked him 
(wholesale), stating le could get new-laid egies 8d. per dozen 
cheaper from a ‘wholesale egg merchant whom he named. I at 
once challenged him to do so, and he sent a lad. for three dozen. 
While the lad was gone I explained to ‘the grocer how to tell a 
stale egg from a new-laid one. On the lad’s return I at once 
stated the eves were not  mnenw-laid. I said to 
the boy, ‘‘ Did you ask for new-laid eggs?” He replied, 
“Yes."’ I then put cne of my own eggs in a glass dish full of 
water. 1b lay flat on the bottom ‘of the dish, like all mew-laid 
eggs do, I then placed one of the me:chant’s eggs in the water, 
and up came the large end nearly out of the water, by which 
test I knew for certain that they had been laid over a month. 
They would only need to be kept a few more days to reaich that 
condition suitable for clectioneering purposes. I told the grocer 
the best he could do was to sell them as fresh eggs. He then 
said he should work them in with those he bought from me. J. 


3 
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told him that such a proceeding gave the home produce a | 
name, which could not be done if imported eggs were mal] 
as undoubtedly these eggs were imported, and were not new-| 
English eggs a 

To test a new-laid egg: Fill a dish with a flat bottom—t} 
inches deep or more-—fulll of water; then place egg in. “Jj 
lays flat on the bottom it is new-laid. If the large end sh; 
upward at an angle of $5 degrees it has been laid quite’ t} 
weeks; if the slope is snore, then it is staler. If the hy 
end comes up out of the water it is very stale, six weeki) 
more, and not fit to wat. é 

West Peckham. W. HA) 
| 


=i 


THE HEATHFIELD AND DISTRICT POULTH 
KEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION. eI 

That very much alive Society, the Heathfield 
District Poultry-Keepers’ Association, propo 
establishing a branch in Brighton for the purp; 
of supplying good quality foodstuffs at moder 
prices. at 


Enquiries have come from the Brighton dist 
from time to time, but carriage and delivery ¢ 
culties have prevented the Heathfield Associaj 
from being able to serve poultry-keepers in Brigh} 
and Lewes. : 

Now it is proposed to call a meeting in Brig 
as soon as it.is heard whether poultry-keepen 
the district are likely to support the project. T 
are therefore requested to send a postcard to 
Secretary, Mr. G. H. Coates, High Street, He 
field, to say whether they are in favour of the 4 
gestion, and whether they will attend a mee 
and induce other poultry-keepers in the neighb 
hood to become supporters. S| 


~ a 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING— 
MR. HEMELRYK’S RESOLUTION. 


ee ee 


I have received numerous letters protest 
against Mr. Hemelryk’s Resolution to increase 
subscription to the S.P.B.A. to ten shillings, 
allocating half that amount to the National Po 
Council. : 

One gentleman suggests that the officials 
getting out of touch with members. May I] 
out to him that the officials are not concerned | 
this resolution. It comes from an ordinary 2 
ber of the Association, and must be submitte 
the Annual General Meeting in due course. | 

It is not for the Council to say whether re 
tions sent in by members shall be submitte 
not, and there is no question of the officials ge 
out of touch with members. 4 

Everyone who is present at the meeting can) 


; 
4 


their opinion of this or any resolution if they | 
to do so, Pa 


Gold and Silver Medals to the first two entries (any! 
yariety, for light Breed obtaining the highest mumber 03 
ing points--Gold Medal—Winner: Mr. J. H. Walton, 
(B.L.), 4990. Silver Medal—Winner: Mr. H. L. Lemon, P¢ 
(Bl La Br.), 4914 points. i 

- Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals for the birds of#aini) 
highest number of scoring points in the Single Bird Test | 
" 


ie 


Light Breeds—Gold Medal—Wimner: Mr. FB. Oatley, West 4 
Trowbridge (W.L.), 1474.. Silver Medal—Winner: Mr. R. J. 
Erchfont, Devizes (W:L.), 1216 points. Bronze Medal—Wi 
Mr. H H. Pickford, Patmey, Devizes (Bl, M.), 1199 points. — i 

a | 
a, 
a | 
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APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Knawle Farm, Mellor. Marple Bridge, Stockport. 

L., Thorpe Arnold, Melton Mowbray, Leics. 

Hughes, Mrs. G ¥., Dame Lise, Lyminge, Kent. 

Duffield. W. D. Broomer Cottage, Cheshunt, Herts. 

Neilson, F, Fieldhead Farm, Birstall, near Leeds. ~ 

Lambert, W, 58, Higher Bury Street, Hope Hill, Stockport. 

Bloxham, C, Oxhey Farm, Eushley, Tewkesbury. 

Haworth, H., 32, OQlaremont Road, ‘‘Lanesidie,”” 

Tindal, J. E., May fie ld P.F., Hilton, Derby. 

Symington, J Nobel, Emerson Croft. Hambrook, Emsworth. 

Bell, R. H., The Hall, Knottingley, Yorks. 

Roberts, Miss J.. W est Marden, near Hmsworth, Hants. 

Tallent, Miss Vv. K, Temple Farm, Sandford-on ‘Thames. 

Panwinkler, Miss M. T., 10, Lockyer Street, Plyimouth. 

Kennington, J, Surlingham. Norwich. 

Edge, F.. Poplar Avenue, levenshulme, Manchester. 

Montgomery, Miss B., Benyarden, Dervock, Co. Antrim. 

Jenyns, R. F., The Ola House, Garlinge Green, Petham, near 
Canterbury. 

Smith, Miss J. “Rastfields) Pedigree’ Farm, Braunston, 
near Rugby. 

Garrick, J., 313, Great Mastern Road, Parkhead, Glasgow. 

Ashton. H, 7, Hampden Street, Wailton, Liverpool. 

Partridge, Miss I. H., ‘ Melita,’ Barkham Road, ener 


Ste fford, H., 
Seorror, H. 


Alderson-, 


ks. 

Whyte, Miss M., Benenden School, Cranbrook, Kent. 

Freeborough, A., Manor i1ill Farm, Purton, Wilts. 

Charters, Major .D M., St. David’s P.F., No. 6, Civil Lanes, __ 
Roorkee U.P., India 

Farquharson, Miss J. W., Hollies Drive, Wednech ury, Statfs. 

Ormerod, W., Brownlow arm, Higher Ince, near Wigan, Lancs. 


Yates. W., Temple Road P.F., Halliwell, Bolton, Lancs. 
Picton, W., Ash Glen, Buckwins, Billericay, Esse... 
Shillite, L, Sunnyside Y.F., Lund Wood, Cudworth, Yorks. 


Bradley, M. J., Barnwood, Earby, via Colne, Yorks. 
Woodward Capt. W., Place Bungalow. Place Road, West yw 


Rast, A. H. Chorlton Fold P.F., Woodley, Stockport. 
Oliver, H. Kensworth P. and Fruit Farm, Reigate Road. - 
N. Looe, Iiwell, Surrey. 
Windle, P. L., Dean Bead Marm, near Bacup, Lancashire. 
Kettle, L. J.. 17, Wilson Street, Todmorden, Lanes. 
Goulding, Miss Fi. C., Fourwinds, Kilrane, Co Wexford. 
Keller, C. D., Mead wbrook P.F., Stanwell, Middleseyr. 
Lea, Mrs. A. M., Marsh Farm, Edgmond, Newport, Salop- 
Starritt, Mrs. M., ‘‘The Mills,’ Desertmattin, Belfast. 
Wells, J. A. B. Thryft Wouse, Bents Green, Sheffield. 
Lee. C., Audiburn P.F., Kingston, near Lewes, Sussex. 
Hewett, Mrs. th., Wieht fields Manor, Deerhurst, Tewkesbury. 
Brice, G. M., e/o Mrs. Ricketts, 4, Netley Cottages, Portemcuth 
Read, near Woolston, Hants. 
Sutcliffe. J A., 9, Arnold Street, Tuell Lane, Sowerby Bridge. 
Lisyd, Miss C., Arus-na-Vanach, Shertfielid-on-Loddon, 
Basingstoke, Hants 
Lament, H Wilson, “Mhe Villas,”’ Invergowrie, by Dumdee. 
Knott, H. B.. 20, Ravendale Street, Scunthorpe. Lines. 
Howdle, H. J., 168. Franklin Road, King’s Norton, Birmingham. 
Hartley, C., Capelle ern P.F., wear Folkestone. 
Shepherd. 8S. H, Oakiene P.F., Hill’s Lane, Kemsing. Kent. 
Hawkins, Mias G.,. ‘Fstrilda,’’ 206, Clive Road, Dulwich. 8.4.21. 
Price W. H, Moorside, Wardle, Rochdale, Lames. 
Goff, W. G., 16, Glenthorne Avenue. Shirley Road, Addiscombe. 
Young. E O., Brvokfurlongs, Winchcombe, Glos. 
Asttbury. F W., “Stocklands,’ I ong peta Bewdley, Wores. 
Hibbert, ©. Bradley, 130, lodge Lane. Newten, Hvde, Cheshire. 
Couzens, R. H., Blackleases, Kirkby Thore, Penrith. 
Parkinson, —, New Manor Wouse Farm. Sowood, rear Halifax. 
Falkenstein, A. J... Marson’s Croft, Rotherfield, Suistiex. 
Russell. A. G., 2, Rectory Road, Fast Danvland, Colchester. 
Brown, D., Dunlena, Dumbuck Crescent, Dumbarton 
Hewitt, E.1, Gorse Villa, Whitchurch Road Prees, Salop. 
Clayton. R. Spencer (B.8c.), ‘““Parame,’’ Rawridge End Lane, 
Stopslevy, near Luton, Beds. 
Stafford, Capt. C.. The Old Posting House, Chapel Brampton, 
Northampton. 


LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY 
SOCIETIES’ LAYING COMPETITION. 


Held at the Laneashire County Council Farm, Hutton. under the 
supervision of Mr. C. H YPobbin, the County Poultry Instructor. 
A more detailed reneort will be issued shortly, giving a full list 
of prize-winners and awards. 


Twelfth Month Report—J0th Ausust to September 16th, 1925. 


The following are the leading positions in each ‘section, 
showing mumber of Eggs and Points for the twelve nuonths :— 

Section 1. White Leghorns. Large Breeders (Three Birds).— 
R. Reesley. 691, 3841; J. Booth, 695, 3773; A.C. Harrison, 664, 3630; 
F. Cam, 612, 3451; W. Hammett, 593, 3398: Core and Pickover, 


638. 3198. 
Section 2. ight Bresds, Large Breeders (Three . Birds).— 
O Rawlinson. 675, 3469: Mrs. J. H. Hill, 47£. 2421: F. Lord. 489 
Hilton, 425, 2128; W. Hamnett 


2402: J. P Willacv, 465, 2364: Ff. 
(ome dead), 389. 928. 
Large Breeders (Three Birds).— 
W. Hamnett, 547, 3080: Mrs. 8S. Sefton, 571, 


Section 3. White Wyandottes. 
%. Bates, 626, 3579: 

eee R. Dawson, 505, 2839; F. Holden, 518, 2817: J. Hodgson, 
pus. Clil.s 


Accrington, Lancs. 


Section 4. A.O.V. Heavy Breeds. Large Breeders (Three Bi} 
__F.. Harvey, 587, 3287; W. Weardon and Sons, 555, 3002; T. Kdm) 
AON, 5355, 2975. ali Braithwaite, 495, 2845; T. Barron, 502, 2751 | 
Basnett (one dead), 450, 2649. 

Section 1. Light Breeds, Small Breeders (Single Rircs).—G| 
Wolstenholme, 214, 1195; H. West, 209, 1150; R. Mills, 206, 1146) 
Wilkinson, 231, 1194; O. R. Lees, 197, 1098; J. Stanley , 181, 1, 

Section 2. Heavy Breeds, Small Breeders (Single Bird, 
J. W. Pearson, 217, 1269; D. Braithwaite, 220, 1167; T. Plumb, 
1028; A. OD. Walton, 208, 1002; W. R. Robinson, 153, 887;— 
Richards, 181, 88. | 


GLAMORGAN AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE. 


EGG-LAYING TRIALS, 1924-25. 


Awards for Pens of Birds. 


annually) for the pen of Heavy Breeds proaucing the grea 
value of eggs during the trials.—!. Joshua, ‘Tondu, for- 
No. 42 of Rhode Island Keds. 

The “Lewis Lougher” Silver Challenge Cup (competed 
amnually), for the pen of Light Breeds producing the greas 
value of eggs during the trials-—J. Joshua, Tondu, for Pen 
3 of White Leghorns. 

The Glamorgan Agricultural Committee’s Gold Medal for : 
pen in the Heavy Breeds producing the greatest value of 4 
during the trials—J. Joshua, Tiondu, for Pen No. 42 of Rrl 
Island Reds. } 

The Glamorgan <Agricaltural Committee’s Bronze ee | 
the pen in the Heavy Breeds (other than the winning brel 
producing the greatest value of eggs during the trials) 
Arnett, Clydach, for Pen No. 8 of White Wyamdottes. 

The Glamorgan Agricultunal Committee’s Gold Medal for ! 
pen in the Light Breeds, producing the greatest value of « i 
during the trials— J. Joshua, Tondu, for Pen No. 3 of W 
Leghorns. 

The Glamorgan Agricuitural Comumittee’s Bronze Medal ) 
the pen in the Light Breeds (other tham the winning bre) 
producing the greatest yalue of eggs during the trials 7 
Simons, Port Eynon, for Pen No. 22 of La Bresse. 


| 
The “Weekly Mail’ Silver Challenge Cup (competed 
i 
| 
? 


Awards for Individual Birds. 


For individual birds of the Heavy Breeds, producing i 

greatest value of are during the trials :— 
; ; oe Medal.—J. R. Evans, Abertridwr, Rhode Island Red, f 

, Pen 26. 
2 gees Medal.—J. Joshua, Tondu, Rhode Islamd Red, Nai 
en 42. | 
; para Medal.—A. Evans, Barry Dock, Rhode Island Red, 6 
, Pen 

For individual birds of the Light Breeds producing 1 
greatest value of eggs during the trials-— 

Gold Medal.—Howell and Phillips, Barry, White Leghos 
No. 2, Pen 7. 

Silver Medal —J. Joshua, Tondu, White Leghorn, No. 1, Pe! 

Bronze Medal. —J. Joshua, Tondu, White Leghorn, No. 3, Pes 


RRIGHTON STOCK TEST. 


Final Report—September, 1925. 


Heavy Section. 


es, 38 CB pe 3 
o o D =| 
Competitor. No of is =e: Se se # ¢ 
Pullets. Variety 2 o 3g ce ae ee 
uo Ro) one = 
Ha ke 8s BSH ag 
Woodford 1% R.I.R.) .. 137 — 2520 32 103 192 , 
Gite PF. 13 W.W.).. 120 _ 2311 32 78 184 
E. Soames 9 RIB. ou... 408.2 55 1.795 Se 19 40 Soe E 
E. F. Besford 9: W.W.) 107, — 4718 25 50° 105mmn 
Countess Buxton (4 W.W ‘) 82. — 2257 40 70 163. hk 
R Mummery (11 W.W.) .. 151 — 1573 33 65 154 ff 
Light Section. | 
W. Bradbury ‘16 Wl.) .. 207 — 3192 18 100 197 
Duke’s P.F. (16 W.L.) _ ...... 2109 — 2958 19 99 19388 
D. W. Gunston 12 W..)... -170 — 2317 13 97 19408 
Misa Ransford (15 W.L.) ... 00 — 2554-27 98 178 
Mrs. Gibson (16 B.L.) ...... 177 — 2910 -21 91. {oom 
Allen Smith 43 W..) ... Ts >" 0301. = aoe = 06 eae 
Allen Smith (12 BL.) ..... 195° 4 -20190 44 83 > ee 
Duke’s P.F. (18 BL.) wc... 255° 2 3172 214 81 49% 
Mrs. Gibson (13. WI.) ...... 8 - 3. 2312-2 ~77° 180 
Oapt. Beckett (12 WL.) .. 178 — 2365 24 53 199 
Major Shepherd (15 W.L.). 125 —- 243 15 73 177. 
Chisbury PF. (10 WL.) ... 99 — 1806 24 66 183) % 
Capt Close (13 W.L.) ..... 63. —.- 2195 32. 82. 165ame 
D. Brown (i0 Wi.) ...... TT <= {1970 25> 65 ee 
Scott Miller (8 W.L.) ........ 79. _-—- 1559°- 9t:-. <37- =m 
B. Glendenning (6 WL.) . 6 = 870 ii 43 176 I 
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__  Correspondence— Continued 


FARMERS AND FOWLS. 


ear Sir,—I was pleased to read Mr. Rosedale’s 
“trained comments on Mr. Malden’s article. 
‘fortunately for his object he is less kind to the 
‘mer than is the much-abused Mr. Malden, for 
jere the latter shows a gross profit of £1 8s. 
id, he makes, not #1 5s. as he says, but £1 Is. 
91. Figures, statistical or otherwise, seem to be 
's quicksands of the poultry industry, of which 
jre later on. ; 

(our correspondent should no deprecate the 
jallness of his farm, as the egg production 
jreme is designed to benefit all farmers, great or 
all. 

de is but one of thousands who, if they buy at 
|, must buy by the cwt. 

\s a larger farmer he might benefit more. 
lie he might also be tempted to grow food at a 
(s, but, as it has been quaintly said by one 
\thority, think of the profit of running poultry 
y the stubble! 
tis by such plumbing of economic depths, by 
jywing them the use of the farm rent free, and 
) granting them other perquisites of like nature 
jether the farm can afford it or not, that farm 
jiltry become the best paying thing on the farm, 
11 justify the contention that they can produce 
¥s at half the cost of the specialist egg. 

Sut, how truly absurd! Such economics are 
(ten to the core. 

do not quite follow Mr. Rosedale’s remark, 
‘\nyone able to be on the spot and do much of 
1 OWn work will agree with your criticism of the 
sssimist ’ remarks.’’ At, the back of it there 
\tainly appears to be the peculiar idea that while 
jaan would be justified in charging up his labour 
(any outsider for whom he worked, service on 
| Own farm is of no monetary value. But—and 
)) again. 
M connection with our object much abuse has 
4m levelled at the absent Mr. Malden. I have 
(d most carefully your excerpts taken from his 
‘icle without seeing in them anything equal to 
| absurdities of Mr. Harding’s paper. 
f anyone is able to point out in them anything 
i Substantial import detrimental to agricultural 
ferests, I should be deeply interested by his 
ing so. 
Vith further regard to figures :— 
0 obtain reliable figures as to the amount of 
(d consumed by a hen, I hunt up a Harper- 
ams’ test report appearing in ‘“‘Eggs,’’ of 
(Muary Oth, 1924, I find it consumes 6 (six) lbs. 
18 weeks. I am impressed, but not convinced. 
‘om a contemporary journal of recent date, 
(ming a facial expression of modesty, I learn 
t Dr. Crowther (the professor who tells Mr. 
sedale that he ought to produce eggs at half 
4 €ost of the specialist effort) yearns for, and in 
l after-dinner speech, ‘‘ sees no reason why we 
uld not secure, the bulk of the $20,000,000 


trade of imported birds.~ His hopes are centred 
in the farmer, not the specialist. If the professor 
will but push on with the egg production scheme 
his little table-bird worries will automatically cease 
long, long before this country is raising sufficient 
layers to displace that 2,438 million egg import 
trade. 

The cheeriest optimist could wish for no brighter 
prospects ‘than his in this direction, unless con- 
sumption be greatly stimulated by lower prices 


* than now obtained for British birds. 


The Trade Navigation return for imported birds 
for Gieat Britain amd Southern Ireland was, for 
1924, 41,851,626. Whether the industry’s hope 
is to be fed on food that could have been bought 
cheaper than it was grown, or whether the food 
is to be purchased abroad in place of eggs, is not 
yet quite clear. Perhaps when we have ceased 
blowing bubbles, and have got down to Mother 
Farth mu: a more sober frame of mind, such minor 
defects will receive their due share of attention, 
and will be made to assume the transparency of 
truth Yours faithfully, 

BIRMINGHAM. 


EGG-LAYING TEST, 
THE CLOUCESTARSHIRE REPORT. 

; Figures for Twelfth Month. 

The following is the report on the Gloucestershire Laying ‘l'est 
(under the supervisisn of Mr. I. G. Price, County Inetruector in 
Poultry Keepinz) fur the twelfth month ended September 11th :— 

During the month 4129 eggs have been recorded against 4,434 
the previous month, giving a gramd total of 57,946 eggs for the 
complete 48 weeks, and an average of 181.6 in respect of the 319 
pullets entered. It is hoped that competitors in the 1925-26 test 
will assist In maintaining this satisfactory average iy entering 
the fittest of stock only. 

A full report will be circalated to competitors and press as 
soon as possible, giving details cf awards, mumber of ergs, i.e., 
Ist, 2nd and 3rd grade, and all other particulars. of each in- 
dividual bird, amd copies will be obtainable, by any other 
interested persons, upon application to the Hon. Secretary. 

LESDING PENS 

Section 4 (1), White Wyandotte (Prcfessional). (Kive Birds 
constitute a Pen).—l. J. Stone, 4,547 points; H, Ludlow Hewitt, 
4,525; P. M. Hinton, 4,382; J. E. Boyd, 4,343: T. L. Davies, 4,324: 
H. Bennett, 4,320. 

Section A. (2). \.0.V. Heavy Breed (Professional).—Miss M. 
Lawrence (R.I.R.), 4.310; J G. Herbert (R.I.R.), 4,280: G. H. H. 
Simmons (L.8.), 4,165; M. C. Beale (R.I.R.). 4,013; J. E. Boyd 
(R.1.R.), 3,977; C. G Young (RI.BR.), 3,918. 

Section A. (3), A.V. Light Breed (Professional).—Miss N. 
Townsend, 5,057; Miss H. Baylis, 4,978; Sherborne Park P.F.. 4,660: 
G. a H. Simmons, 4,602; Mrs. W. Pearce Ellis, 4,576; Hinton P.F., 
4,407. 

Section B, (1). A.V. Heavy Breed. (Confined to owners of not 
more than 50 laying head)—Miss M. Brown (W.W.), 4,488: Maise- 
more School (W.W.), 4,405; ‘A. W. Moses (L.8.), 4,206: LL. Grist 
(W.W.), 4,165; R. T. Miles (B’Veld), 1,989. 

Section B (2), A.V. Light Breed. (Confined to owners of not 
more than 50 laying head).—L. Grist, 4,492; E. CG. Skirton, 4,134: 
J. D. Crewdson, 4.111; Miss M. Brown, 3,965. All White Leghorns. 

Pen Duck Section. (Four ducks to a pen).—G. H. H. Simmons 
(K.C.), 735; G. B. Young (K.C.), 733: Major J. G. Dugdale (K.G.), 
648; Sherborne Park P.F. (K-C.), 643; S. J. Phillips (K.C.), 628: 
W. R. Partridge (W.R.), 543. . 

SINGLE PEN SECTION. 

Section 1. White Leghorns.—l. Grist (13), 1,150: G. H. H. Sim- 
mons, 1,103, J. L. Brown, 1,090; H. W. Stephens, 1,078; Miss K 
Feaviour, 1,062; Miss N. Towmsemd (19), 1,027. 

Section 2. White Wyandotte.—H. W. Fowles, 1,171: Lord Sher- 
borne (37), 992 W. R_ Partridge (38), 976; W. R. Partridge (34), 
974; Philip Clapham (40), 971; G@. H. H. Simmons (31), 908. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Red.—Miss M. Lawrence (59), 1,099: 
G B. Metcalfe, 876; Miss M. Lawrence (42),.774: W. R. Partridge, 
740: S. Barnes, junr. (48), 661; 8. Barnes, jumir. (45), 599. 

Section 4. A.0.V. Heayy Breed.—Churchdown PF. (An.), 1,033; 
H. W. Stephens (B.L.), 912; Churchdown P.F. (B.L.). 907: Major 
J G. Dugdale ‘B.I.), 792: Miss. Ko Feaviour (B.J..), 782: Miss M. 
Johnson (W. ia B), 766. 

Section 5, A.O.V. Heavy Breed.—Viss M. Lawrence (Buff R.), 
938; W. R. Partridge (B’Veld), 916: Mra. E. Weinholt (Aus. Orp.), 
913; G. H. H_ Simmons (Buff R.), 896; Lady Rledisiloe (Aus. Orp.), 
$51; R. T’ Miles (B’Veld); 779. 

Section 6. Ducks.—Mrs. H. L. Hanks (K C.); 305: H. W Fowles 
(K.C.), 232; Mrs. W. Pearce Ellis (K.C.), 192: W. R. Partridge (15: 
(W.R.), 191; W. R. Partridge (14) (W.R.), 185: G. H. H. Simmons 


(K.C.), 179 
H. S. WRIGHT, Hon. Sec., 
Shire Hall, Gloucester 


Market Report, 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, 9th OCTOBER, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat is freely 
offered, and, with a dull demand, prices are lower at all 
markets except Hull, milling samples averaging 10s, 3d. per cwt. 
as against lus. 8d. last week. Imported wheat also meets a 
slow trade at considerably eesier values, No. 1 Manitoba at an 
average of about 13s. per cwt., being 1s. $d. per cwt. cheaper on 
the week. British malting barley continues in dull request at 
about recent prices, but feeding descriptions, which are also in 
little demand, are cheaper at London and Hull. Imported 
grinding barley is in ample supply, and generally realises less 
money. Oats mostly meet a quiet trade, and imported have 
generally declined in value, while English white oats are also 
cheaper at Liverpool and London, but nome-grown black varieties 
maintain recent quotations. Maize is in liberal supply and in 
little request at decidedly lower prices, Argentine averaging 
8s. 1ld, per cwt., a reduction of 6d. per cwt. on the week, 

Coarse middlings are cheaper at most markets, reductions of 
2s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. per tou being recorded, while at London alt 
cther offals sell at easier prices, Meals generally meet a’ quiet 
trade, and barley meal and maize are cheaper on the week. 
Oil cakes are in slow request at lower values. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7. 12s; Hull, 
£6 17s; Liverpool, £7 5s; London, £6 15s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
£8 17s; Hull, £8 7s; London, £8 5s. Middlings—Fine (I[mported) : 
London, £9 5s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9 5s; Hull, £9 5s; 
Liverpool, £9; London, £8 7s. Pollards (Jmported): Bristol, 
£7 10s; Hull, £7; London, £7. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7.15s; Liver- 
pool, £7 2s. MEAI;—Barley Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, £10 10s; 
London, £10 2s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £10 15s; Hull, £9 18s; 
Liverpool, £10 5s; London, £10 iSs. Maize Meal (8. African): 
Bristol, £9 15s; Liverpool, £9 10s; London, £9 10s. Maize Germ 
Meal: Hull, £10 10s; London, £10. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, 
£11 12s; London, £9 15s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, 
£10; Liverpool, £9 i0s; London, £9 i7s. Bean Meal: Bristol, 
£13 5s; Hull. £11 8s; London, £12 5s. Fish Meal: Bristol, £2( 10s; 
Hull, £20 10s; Liverpool, £20 10s; London, £20 10s. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


_ Egg supplies are again lighter, but the market generally 
is fairly steady, although quotations continue to harden. Dead 
poultry is plentiful, and trade, on the whole, is rather slow 
at barely recent figures. 

Week-end Prices—Wggs (per 120): British, 24s 6d, 18s 6d; Irish, 
23s 6d, 25s 3d; Danish, 23s 6d, 2253 6d; Dutch, 24s 3d, 23s 3d; 
Canadian, 20s 0d; Belgian, 22s 0d, 21s 0d; Italian, 19s 6d, 18s 6d; 
Argentine, 18s 0d, i7s 0d; Lithuanian, 17s 0d, 16s 0d; Polish, 
ls 6d, 12s 9d; Chinese, 14s 6d, 13s 6d; Russian, 16s 0d, 14s 9d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, is 8d, 1s 4d; Irish, 
= i oe Others, 1s 4d, 1s 0d. Ducks, is 2d, is 0d. Geese, 
s i : 


EGGS. 
A Per Doz—Ashford: First, 2s 11d; Second, 2s 9d. Birmingham: 
First, 2s 34d; Second, 2s 24d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 11d; Second, 
2s 9d. Cheimsford: First, 2s 103d; Second, 2s 64d._Colchester: 
first, 3s Od; Second, 23 83d. Doncaster: First, 4s 8d;- Second, 
2s 6d. Dorchester: First, 2s 64d; Second, 2s 6d. Exeter: First, 
2s 6d, Hereford: First, 2s 6d. King’s Lynn: First, 23 6d. Liandilo: 
First, 2s 6d. Mold: First, 3s 0d: Second, 2s 10d. Montgomery : 
First, 2s 7d. Newport (Mon.): First, %s 9d. Norwich: First, 
2s 6d. Oswestry : First, 2s 10d. Penzance: First, 2s 2d; Second, 
2s 1d. Saffron Walden: First, 3s 0d. St. lves (Hunts): First, 
2s 6d; Second, 2s 4d. Salisbury: First, 2s. 9d; Second, 2s 8d. 
Skipton: First, 2s 7d. Truro: First, 2s 1d. Welshpool: First, 
28 4d; Second, 2s 1d, *Carlisle: First, 2s 10d. *Derby: First, 
os ae tate Bet, 28 6d; Second, 28 Od. *Lincoln: First, 
3 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 3s 0d: Sec ; . “York; irs 
oe tO: Bona eae : cond, 2s 9d York: First, 


FOWLS. 

Per lb.—Birmingham: First, is 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
First t5s Od; Second, +48 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 3d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 3d; Second, 1s 2d. Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 6d; Second, 
1s 4d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. Welshpool: First, 1s 2d; Second, 
1Is 0d. *Derby : First, {5s 6d. Second, +3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 
1s 6d. *Lincoln; First, +53 6d; Second, 43s 6d. *Shrewsbury: 
First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 3d. *York: First, fis 6d; Second, 44s Gd. 
Llandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, ig 3d. 


DUOKS, 


Per lb.—First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: First, t5s 0d; 
Second, t4s 6d. Exeter: First, is 3d. Hereford: First, 1s 3d; 
Second, 1s 2d. Llandilo: First, 1s 6d; Second,-1s 4d. Welsh- 
pool: First, is 2d; Second, 1s 0d. *Derby:-First, 4s 6d; Second, 
is a *Ipswich: First, 1s 4d. *York: First, 46s 0d;* Sécond, 

2 g 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. + Per head. 


October 14th, 192 ; 


‘“Eggs.’” 


The Official Organ of the Scientific Poultry Bieeders’ 


Asecciation. 


Wednesday, October 14th, 1925. 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consi( 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited, ; 
Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
‘“ Eggs” to their poultry-keeping friends. | 
Subscriptions to ‘ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
montis, 36. 3d. taree months, post free. ei 
Subscription to §.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. ; 
Subscriptions should be sent to Mr, TOM NEWMAN, * 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 
Editorial Matter and Cerrespondence to the Editor, The Beedl 
Rudgwick, Sussex. ; 
All communications with regard to Advertisements should 


addressed to Mr. S. HB. Burles, “ Eggs,’ 9%, Farncombe 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. t 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. ee 


Owing te the ever-increasing circulation of “ Eggs,” it 
imperative that new advertisements wad alterations are recel 
by FiRST POST ON PRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion ip 
following Wedmesday’s issue.” It is hardly necessary to add | 
the earlier im the week we receive copy the better it is for 
one ecomcermed, ‘ 


Classified Advertisement Rates will be found at top of first 
of classified advertisements. 


7 


PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless ( 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MON} 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK'S IS$ 


OUR SPECIAL DAIRY SHOW NUMBER. | 


THREE SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTS, 


Our Dairy Show issue, dated October 21st,” 
as usual, be a much enlarged number, contaim 
amongst many other good things three spel 
supplements of exceptional interest. It will be 
sale at our Stand in the Gallery on each day 
the Show. Regular advertisers are well awate 
what an exceptional ‘‘ businéss bringer ’* ] 
Dairy Show issue is. To those who do not adver 
regularly, we would strongly urge the booking 
a space. The sales always show an exception 
large increase, but the rates remain- the sa 
viz., 6s. 6d. per single column inch. ‘ €f 
MUST REACH US BY FIRST POST FRIL 
NEXT, 16th inst. ig 
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“MADAM SEQUENCE’ 
Bred and owned by 
Miss Harrison Bell, 


Sisservernes arm, 
Welwyn, Herts. 


The KHAKI CAMPBE 
that laid 171 eggs in 171 days. - 
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Mrs. Strong’s Layers 
STILL IN FRONT RANK. 


Won Challenge Cup and Silver Medal for best Utility pullet 
at Royal Dublin Show, May, 1925; also 4st and 3rd prizes, 

First Silver Cup offered in Irish Laying Test, 1919-1920, 
with Pen 48, with record of 1,535 eggs (6 hens) in twelve 
months. 

Silver Cup in National Utility Laying Test, 1917-1918. 

£25 Prize in ‘‘ Daily Mail ’’ Laying Test, 200 pens competing. 

Special Prize for Winter Laying won .by Pen 38, White 
Wyandottes, 1923-1924. 

Special Prizes. by ‘* Lady Erin ’’ and ‘‘ Royal Meath,’’. who 
held world’s records with 314 and 309 eggs in 12 months, 


1917-1918, 1919-1920, and many others too numerous to 
mention, 


BREEDS KEPT :— 
WHITE WYANDOTTES, W. LECHORNS, 
LICHT SUSSEX, RHODE ISLAND REDS. 


Early: hatched,,1925 Cockerels ; from high- record 
hens, from 21/- each. 


-Eggs and Gtiicks. in Season. Catalogue Free. 


Mrs. STRONG, : 
i 3 Moat House, Kells, Meath, Ireland. 


“SALCA”’ 


An ingredient costing 1|4/- per cwt. does not 
increase the cost. of feeding. You can get 


4 cwt. for 7/9, 7 |bs. for 2/- Carriage Paid, 
England and Wales. 
From your dealer :— 

14/- per cwt.; 7/9 3 cwt 
‘““Salca”’ is registered and 
manufactured only by:— 


.1/6-7 \bs. 


Ulveston, 


Road, Horley, 
Surrey, 


CLIFFORD de KUSEL 
OTFORD, KENT. 


ee ee 


ee a ee eee Pe ee De en ee 


A mineral mixture included in 


calcium salt requirements. 


Lancs., T. Rowntree, Man- 
chester Road, Tyldesley, Lancs., 
Thomas Hopwood, 21, Green 


Lane, Padiham, Lancs, F. Av. 
Young, Junr., Station 


HEAVY LAYERS and BREEDING STOCK NEED ce 
= 


a = 


SECURE 


BLOOD-TESTED Tock 
NOW ! 


FROM # 


John H. Dowden & Son, 


Bs 
Br 
We have a number of individually recorded hens in ‘our 
five varieties, a 


W.L., W.W., R.1.R.; Ls S., and B. Lay ; 


also a few stock cockerels, bred from individually recorded 
and progeny-tested hens. Write. for our illustrated 
catalopsue without delay, and secure the pick of ie 
birds NOW, 


° ; 
ag 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
Heathfield, Sussex, 


es 


“ Heydown,” 


> 
“* 


the mash is made 


desirable by the heavy egg production of poultry to-day 
and the consequent drawing on the frame of the bird for excessive 


‘“Salca” supplies the salts and the way 


Through Health to Cheaper Production 


- 


Dealers recently added to the list of those stocking ‘‘ Salca "— § | 
The Heathfield and District Poultry Keepers’ Assoc. ;Heathhe 
The Heasandford Smallholders Assoc., Burnley, Mesers’ 
Carr, Macdonald & Cleveley, Heathfield, Messrs. 
Osborne and Young, Brixton and Branches, 


Messis Minching Bros., Binfield, Bracknell, 


Messrs. Drake & Mount, Bracknell, 
“SALCA” 


Addlestone, etc., Surrey, William 
is as essential to the supply of calcul 


AG at \ et 


Hatton, Great Urswick. 


jig IM get ey 8 ke, 
j aN ’ > . 


salts as is a good fish or meat meal to the 
“ Salca” will help to 3 
build up and maintain a strong frame in your birds. 4 


supply of animal protein. 


Baitoriat 


Bee oe SEGRE TARY/G2REPORT. 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen,—I think we may justly 
aim that the past year has been the most suc- 
sssful ine the annals of our Association. 
wwe been years when there has been a larger 
crease in membership, but at the present time 
e total number of fully-paid-up members (6,321) 


There 


higher than at any previous time in our history; it 
steadily increasing, and this in spite of the fact 
at the past twelve months have lbeen very trying 


tes for those engaged in the industry, and many 
we been compelled to close down. 
ort has been made to enrol members, and this 
eady and continuous 
garded as a 
sociation. 

di I may refer first to the Discount System, this 
mtinues to be very popular, and that our mem- 
ts benefit by it is indicated by the fact that we 
tchased for them during the past twelve months 
ds to the value of £23,785 16s. 1d. 


No special 


fairly 
your 


increase may be 
tribute to the work of 


It has 
wked very smoothly. 


FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME.—At the General 


seting two years ago a resolution was passed, 


structing the Council to take steps to devise a 
aweme to provide foodstuffs for members at the 
vest possible prices. A committee was ap- 


mted, and after much hard work and very care- 


Consideration of various proposals it was com- 
ded to report that it had not been successful. 
the General Meeting last year a committee was 
pointed from the members present to further 
wider the matter, but this did not meet with 
¥ greater success. [Eventually the present 
leme was devised, and I have pleasure in 
Orming you that it is meeting with a very great 
asure of success, and there is every hope that 
May be alble to develop to the great advantage 
“Our members. The scheme was only started 
March, and to date (I am only giving you round 
mes) we have bought over 411,000 worth of 
d for members. In one respect we have failed 
Our object, the hope—and it was on this hope 
t the scheme started-—that members would 
abme and buy in bulk, in lots of not less than 
y tons ; in this we were disappointed, very few 
mbers took the trouble to co-operate with 
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others, and it was not until we were able to induce 
supphers to mix mashes to S.P.B.A. formulas and 
Supply in 5-cwt. lots at wholesale rates that any 
great interest was manifested. We are now able 
to supply the following mashes ait 


CHICK MASH we 12/6. 
GROWERS’ MASH 41/6. 
BREEDERS’ MASH 12/6. 
LAYING MASH 11/6. 


In lots of 5 ewt., free on rail. re 


Developing on these lines, arrangements have been 
made for the supply of 


PURE SUSSEX GROUND OATS at 13/- per cwt. 


PURE MEAT MEAL ... ses roe Lon Pr 
MEAT AND BONE MEA ae meee Lopes ” 
LOCUST MEAL br Ae se ke fe F 


These are free on rail, in 5-cwt. lots. 


Especially would I draw your attention to an 
excellent ‘orand of fish meal, guaranteed manu- 
factured from pure white fish and having the fol- 
lowing analysis :—— 

Albuminoids, 58/60 per cent.; 
{8/20 per cent.; 
2 per cent. 


Phosphates, 
Salt; 3 per cent.:; Oil, 


I have no hesitation in saying there is not a 
better brand of fish meal on the market than this ; 
there is no other fish meal produced with a lower 
salt and oil content, and we are able to offer it at 
19/0 per cwt., f.0o.r., in lots of not less than scwt. 

Other arrangements are: an excellent brand of 
meat meal, albuminoids 50 per cent., 15/6 per 
cwt., carriage paid. 

If I may say so, you would be well advised to 
consider this. Pure meat and bone grains, 50-52 
per cent., 28-30 phosphates, at the same price. 

We are endeavouring to make arrangements as 
to other foodstuffs on the same terms, and as 
soon as we aire able to do so the announcement - 
will be made in “‘Eggs”’; but I want you to be a 
little patient, as we cannot manage these things 
in a moment. The chief complaint that we re- 
ceive 1s that we are doing nothing for the back- 
yarder and the small poultry-keeper. This is both 
unfair and untrue. It should be obvious to every- 
one that we cannot arrange for 4 cwts. or cwts. 
to be supplied at wholesale rates; if the back- 
yarder would combine they could take full 
advantage of the scheme, ‘an ounce of self-help 
saves a ton of grumbling. 

There are certain favoured areas where mem- 
bers, owing to local conditions, are able to ‘buy 
more cheaply than we can supply. These are 
things we cannot help, we may be able to do so 
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in time, and I must ask you to remember that we 
are onlv at the beginning of things yet. We could 
have bought even more cheaply, but quality 1s 
essential to the success of the scheme. — [he 
most encouraging thing is, that whereas, in the 
first place, we had great difficulty in persuading 
the wholesale firms to work wita us, they. are 
now approaching us. Scores of letters have been 
received telling us that members have used the 


weekly price lists, and have prevailed on the 
millers and corn merchants in their district to 
supply on the same terms. That is all to the 
sood. All complamts as to quality are investi- 
sated at once. These have been very few, but we 
fave had to strike two firms of the-list.. We 


have now twenty firms supplying us, from Aber- 
deen to Plymouth, and also in Northern Ireland. 

Turning to other things. With the increase in 
membership there has necessarily been a very 
creat increase in correspondence, and I cannot 
claim, as I have in previous years, that this has 
all been deal with immediately. In time I hope 
we shall so organise the staff that you wall have 
no cause for complaint, but a scheme like the 
Food Purchase Scheme needs some organising, 
and makes a great demand on the staff, which has 
been doubled since last year. Jt is necessary to 
say, that while we wish to assist our members in 
every possible way, there are some who exceed 
the limit, and, in fairness to others, I must point 
out that we are not conducting a correspondence 
class ; not a day passes without our getting one 
or two letters asking anything from a dozen to 
twenty questions. Experience has taught me that 
if T venture to answer these without a protest, they 
are immediatelv followed by another lot, and one 
might keep on indefinitely. 


A Rhode Island Red Hen, owned by Miss Malcolm, which 

made a record of 266 eggs in twelve months. All these eggs 

were above the average size, but, in spite of that, her 
hatching percentage was 90 per cent. 
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October 21st, 


Miss Malcol1| 
This hen wi 
wonderful hatchability of her egg 


owned by 


A White Leghorn Cockerel. 
Weight 5 lbs. 


Dam ’s record 447 in two years. 
remarkabie for the 


One great and pleasing feature is the inté 
which is taken in our work in all parts of the wa 
in all European countries, from India, °Ch 
Japan, Egypt, the whole of the Domuinions,) 
United States, the Malay States; even from} 
land we have had letters during the past yea| 


EXPERIMENTAL WORK.—tThe greatest} 
terest has been manifested in the experiments 
have conducted at Wellingham, and we mus| 
feel grateful to Miss: Malcolm and Mrs. Pemt 
not only for the free use of their land, but 
the extraordinary efficient manner in which! 
experiments have been carried out. No one ¢ 
have given greater and more careful attentio| 
the details which are so important in experime) 
work. | 


You are aware of the decision of the Co! 
to start an Experimental Farm at Rudgwick @ 
my supervision. A suitable site has been fo) 
and we hope to commence shortly certain ex! 
ments in feeding, to be followed by othe 
breeding and rearing. 


Members have again responded generousl| 
the appeal for the National Poultry Counc 
the good work of which you representatives 
taken a very active part. You are repres€| 
on every committee. 


Of the satisfactory financial state of the 4 
ciation you will hear from the Hon. Treasurer;} 
Mr. Kitson, as chairman of the committee} 
report the progress of your journal, “‘ Eggs. 


)Detober st. 1925. 
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Economical and Effective 
Ffousing. 


Ey L. G. PRICE. 


Plans referred to in this article are included in 
fe Special Supplement given with this issue. 
‘There are very few poultry-keepers who have 
at heard of Tom Newman, and most of us have 
jarnt that he knows a good thing when he sees it. 
‘Recently his attention has been turned to hous- 
ig, so when we met at the Harper-Adams’ College 
lis was the subject of our conversation, and 
iackly he seized the opportunity of securing a 
jomise from me to write this article on ‘‘ Straw 
lpmses.”’ 

‘Experience has tavent me that frequently too 
uch money is spent on housing, with no advantage 
ad often disadvantage to the inmates. 

Of course there is the other side of the question, 
here far too little money is spent ; but how often 
te finds poultry-keepers who have invested praic- 
cally their all in housing; and have little left for 
her purposes? If they only realised how cheaply 
id effectively their stock can be housed, surely 
e should see a greater prospect for the com- 
‘ercial egg farmer. The type of house I should 
iggest is the apex ty Be, say 31 feet long by 13 feet 
ide, and g feet 6 inches to the centre ri ge: 
Readers, instead of sitting down and reading 
Eggs,’ imagine yourselves out in that field of 


of house. 


No. 1.—End view 


yours, 


EGGS. ee 


and that Tom Newman has sent me down 
to help you with the housing of your laying stock. 
"50 you want to build a house here, do you? Is 
this one of the driest spots we can conveniently 
peer” 

é No? 

‘Well, poultry houses should never be placed in 
a low, dz amp spot! “Ah, now this will be much drier 
here, so go and get some pegs, and, as I have my 
fape measure with me, we can get on with the job.”’ 

Now we want to place the front of the house 
where it will get tie most sun, so put that peg in 
there, now hold the tape tight and straight and 
measure off the length and width of the house, 
putting in pegs according to the ground plan. 
Now get a spade and dig out the holes tor the posts 
we are going to put in. Numbers 1, 6, 7, 8, hed 
[4, 15, 10, 17, 18, 19 should be 3 ft. deep, and 
the remainder 2 ft. deep. The posts you require 
can usually be cut out of a big old hedge or wood, 
and they Should be from 3 to 5 inches in diameter. 


It does not matter if they are not eae? 
straight. Use the thickest at the corners and the 
the centre of each end. 

The posts on _ side require to be 5 ft. 6 ins. 
out of the ground, and the centre posts 9g ft. 6 ins. 
cut of ground. 


The bottom part should be creosoted before 
placing in the holes. Make sure you have the top 
of your posts all level, in line, and ram them in 


well. 

Poles are wanted to nail on the top of these 
posts, commencing at No. 1 and following right 
round the house. These should be about 2-3 inc 
in thickness ; also nail poles, about 3-4 mache 
thick, on top of the centre posts. Now we require 
some thin poles about 2-3 inches in diameter, 
using the thickest for the ends, and these should 
be 6 ft. 9 ins. long, and 26 of them are required, 
nailing them on from the corner post to the end 
centre post at the ridge; repeat this on every post 
at either side, and then put one in between each 
of them, as shown in the accompanying plan. 
Thoroughly creosote the whole of the woodwork, 
then commence at No. I post, as per ground pla 
and eis a trench outside, 9 ins. deep, ‘and’as close 
to the posts as possible, 

Take a roll of wie netting, 3 in. mesh, or 
srg Mer if required for very young birds, 19 gauge, 

ft. high. Commence at post No. 14, staple the 
eee en, and carry it right round the house to 
post 13, taking special care to keep it taut. As 
the netting always stretches somewhat, it will then 
be from the eaves to practically the bottom of the 
trench. 

Then get # in. or I in, boarding, using two 6 in. 
boards. Commence at post 1 and run this right 
round the whole of the house, nailing it firmly to 
the posts. These boards should be thoroughly 
creosoted, and tacked on outside the posts, so that 
there will be about half the board in the ground 
and half out, as shown in the plan. 


Fill the trench and ram the posts firmly. 
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No. 2.—Front 


and barbed wire 


away. 


window 
cattle 


view, showing 
fercing to keep 


‘ for the roof! Commence at one end with a 
roll of wire netting, running it lengthways to the 
very taut, and 
stapling ridge, eaves, and- rafters. 
Kepeat on the other side, and then the two ends 
t be wired over as shown in the plan. 

About ? of a ton of straw will be required for 
thatching (reed, gorse, or heather may be used 
instead of straw, but I have not.tried any of these 
materials). Commence the thatching at post 
No. 14, and carry round the sides of thie house to 
post 13, using single strand galvanised wire, about 
17 gauge, to thatch with instead of string. 

Next thatch the roof. Wire on the thatch as 
shown in the plan, taking great care, as with the 
sides, to make it all very taut, and a ladder will 
be needed to thatch the roof. 


lake great care that the straw where it meets 
at the ridge is wired tightly together. 

The thickness of the thatch should be 3 ins. on 
the sides and 6-9 ins. on the roof. 

With a pair of shears trim off the straw round 
the eaves six inches from the latter, so that it is 
protruding over the sides about 6 ins. Also trim 
off the straw at the bottom of the house, -afbout 
3 ins. clear of the ground, i.e., half-way up the 
board as per plan, ‘and then set about the fitting 
of the door as shown in the plan, after which the 
floor of the house must be attended to. 

If the situation is at all wet, put in a 3 inch 
layer of cinders, and on these a layer of thick turf 
sods turned upside down, and on this a layer of 
mortar, made of clay and water, 2 to 3 ins. thick, 
Spread over the sods like cement, and allow a week 
to dry. In the majority of cases, however, the floor 
is as well left in its natural state, with a good 
covering of straw litter. 

Having completed the building fix the nest-boxes, 
perches and dropping boards. The latter should 
be fixed to the centre poles, the nest-boxes under- 
neath, and the perches on the top, taking care to 
thoroughly creosote the whole. It is preferable to 
use iron brackets for the perches to rest upon, like 
those illustrated herewith. The perch is fastened 
on with the two screws, and the legs of the bracket 
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stand on the dropping board, making it eas 
removable for cleaning, and providing little harboe 
for red mite. These brackets might be used wi 
advantage in nearly all poultry houses. 

Experience with straw houses has convinced 4 
that there is no need to worry about parasitic insec 
any more than in wooden houses. ‘The inter 
can be sprayed if desired with creosote or d 
infectant. Straw has a much longer life than 
majority of us realise. When you see a thatch 
cottage or barn enquire how often they have to 
re-thatched, and I feel sure you will be very § 
prised to hear how long the thatch will stand. 7 

[he ventilation is much better than in wood 
houses, and the stock appears to do much bette 
They grow well, lay well, and keep very health 
This reminds me that I have never yet seen a ca 
cl roup-in a well-ventilated house that is free fro 
draughts and overcrowding, and I very much dou 
if anyone else has, except where the disease h,; 
been imported. 

No doubt our friend, Mr. Toovey, may have son 
remarks to pass on this, though a friend of mua 
from Scotland, with whom I was Chatting.a fe 
days ago, assured me he had the same experiene 
but thought it was rather a bold statement™| 
make, nevertheless. If I remember correctly thi 
versatile writer, Mr. Toovey some time ago wrot 
against this type of house built of wood, but 
certainly would like him and many others to, s¢ 
these straw houses, and the development of stoc 
that-is kept in them. 4 

To give some idea how birds. grow in stra 
houses from one farm where they are in use, 0 
August Bank Holiday 17 birds were sent to for 
utility shows, where there was keen competitior 
and secured the following results :— 

six Firsts, Three Specials ; Silver Cup, be: 
pullet.in the show ; Silver Medal, best bird 1 
the show ; Special for best cockerel in th 
show ; Five Seconds; Three Thirds ; Two Re 
serves ; Two V-H.G.’s. 

Whether we believe in utility showing or no’ 
most of us are agreed that to win with chicken: 
as all these were, they have to be well grown an 
in condition. 


Eggs from stock kept in these houses hate 
well, and the chicks rear well. 


The houses themselves are warm in the winte 
and cool in hot weather. Here I did intend to pt 
the words ‘‘in summer,’ but last season come 
back to my mind, when it was so wet, and th 
straw houses stood this exceptionally well. 


d 


2” by } 


aes Ee 
ek 


Perch Bracket referred to in- previous column. 


October 21st, 1925. 


EGGS. ie 


No. 3.—Back view of house. 


[ hope these remarks and the accompanying illus- 
ations are sufficiently clear to enable any readers 
erect a straw house if they desire, but I shall 
very pleased to give further details, or to make 
rangements for a personal inspection of some of 
ese structures. 
[ recommend the latter course, and I can point 
at least eighty straw houses that have been 
it after following my advice to come and see 
on 
Here are the costings of the straw house 31 ft. 
13 ft. [hese costings have not been worked 
t specially for this article, but are the actual 
ures of one that was built on a poultry farm in 
oucestershire, where all the materials, etc., had 
be purchased, and labour had to be hired :— 


exis. od: 
Timber ee? nc ae 6 00 
EPAW SS cae os os 2.10 ““O 
Netting, nails wire, etc. a Dea. O 
Labour Gio EOS. ATO-..0 


Total costings £55 8 o 


[his includes a barbed-wire fence round house. 
if a general farmer built this house most of the 
iterials he would have without purchasing. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S5.P.B.A. 


50 many of our readers are under the impression 
at they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
eeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
smselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A. 
is idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out 
assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
Iprietor of the 10,000-hen farm.-to the intensivist 
th his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
nefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
th it many advantages, namely : Free Advice by 
st, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 

the Discount System, and many _ other 
vantages too numerous to mention here. You 
ould write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
JM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
tsham, Sussex. The financial year began on 


t September. 


Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


THE -S:P.B:A. BXePERIMENTAL: FARM: 


The Committee has not yet met to decide upon 
the experiments which are to be undertaken when 
the plant is ready at our experimental farm; so 
that what I am about to write-must be taken as 
inerely suggestions of what may be done. 


It seems desirable that the experiments should 
be directed towards discovermg the ‘most 
economical methods of feeding. I am using the 
word ‘‘ economical” advisedly, as distinct from 
merely attempting cheaper feeding, which would 
not necessarily be economical. 


Recently I was offered fish meal, 55/60 per cent. 
albuminoids, 3 per cent. salt, and 4 per cent. oil, 
at £20 5s. per ton. Pure meat meal, 50 per’cent. 
albuminoids, at £20 per ton; another sample at 
£18, and a sample of meat and bone meal 
#15. per ton, all T.OR: Which would be the 
best value to the egg farmer? Frankly I don’t 
know. I believe, and have good grounds for the 
belief, that the meat and bone meal with its 42 
per cent. albuminoids xs the best proposition. 
That is to say, that the higher cost of the other 
foods is not warranted by any increase in pro- 
duction, nor can it be. demonstrated that the 
health and vigour of the birds 1s any better on 
the higher priced fish and’ meat meals. I know 
that blood meal with its 75 per cent. albuminoids 
will not give me any better results than a good 
sample of meat and bone meal, and the question 

arises as to whether or no we have been paying 
too high a price for our albuminoids. The indica- 
tions are that we have ‘been doing so. Further, 
there is the question as to the minimum quantity 
of these expensive foods it 1s necessary to use. 
Shall we get as good results on 5 per cent. as on 

10 or 15, or even 20, if combined with a good 
vegetable protein such as soya bean meal, to men- 
tion only one? The experiments at Wellingham 
with soya bean meal were suggestive if not con- 
clusive. The pen which led at the finish were 
civen 3 per cent. fish meal only, and they led not 
only in production, but in condition. As hinted 
before, we have discovered a foodstuff which it is 
desired to test There is every reason to believe 
that the results will be satisfactory, reason to 
believe that it ' superior to other foods we are 
at present using, and it is cheaper. Turning to, 
other things, there are chick feeds ; they are very 
expensive at the present time; are some of the 
more expensive seeds! necessary? What experi- 
ments have been made to demonstrate that a 
chick feed is any the better for the inclusion of 


such an expensive ingredient as CANARY: SEED, 
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for example. Four years ago at Harper-Adams 
I suggested that we were wrong in giving chicks 
seeds which were difficult of digestion, and I in- 
stanced canary seed. I did not say it was in- 
digestible, but that on account of its hard indigesti- 
ble husk it was hardly a suitable seed for the 
tender digestion of a young chick. Why is %t 
mcluded in most dry chick feeds? - No one has 
proved its value, no one has demonstrated that 
chicks have grown more rapidly, thrived more, 
because canary ‘seed is one of the ingredients in 
the dry feed. Probably it is the old story of the 
value of the chick feed being calculated on the 
albuminoid ratio, and it was included for this 
reason. The same remark applies to hemp seed. 
I write thus because I have myself recommended 
these seeds, and am frankly admitting it. What 
I want now to find out is, whether these high-priced 
seeds are necessary or not. If a good mash 1s 
fed, I cannot see that they are, but we have to 
prove it. Is such an expensive feed as .groats, 
split or otherwise, justified? Especially is it so 
if ground oats are fed in the mash? I may be 
told that these are all-‘‘ tried’? foods, and that 
we should not discard them lightly, neither should 
we do so, but if we make a comparative test we 
shall find out whether they are justified or not. 
If we prove that they are justified, then we shall 


Mrs. 


Porter-Porter’s Champion 
record in any reccenised laying test, 320 eggs in 48 weeks, 


hen, the highest official 


be satisfied, and there will be no regrets if we 
prove they are not; it will make a very consider- 
able difference to the cost of rearmg chicks and to 
the cost of production. It is no concern of ours 
that Canary seed has been fed for years without 
bad results, or, if you will, that good results have 
been achieved when canary seed formed part of 
a dry chick feed. What we want to discover is 


whether or no we have reared better:and mo 
vigorous chicks BECAUSE of its inclusion. 7 
same remark applies to fish meal and the mio 
expensive meat meals. | 


[ have been extremely interested in what N 
fdward Brown hais to say in ‘‘ Feathered World 
in reference to the complaints from “‘ Petalup 
of Pale-Yolked Eggs.’? So bad has the trout 
become that attempts have been made® 
create a demand for these anaemic eggs,™ 
Mr. Brown describes them, and when th 
have to resort to that, one may be # 
fectly sure that things are bad. The cause h 
been attributed, and I think rightly, to intensivis 
It would perhaps be better to say intense intens 


ism. The conditions were once described 
‘Eggs’ by Mr. Fred Fielding, and the numb 
of birds carried to the acre was astoundin 


Chicken Pox appeared rife among these flock 
and the probabilities are that the whole of ¥ 
trouble, including the disease, is due to diete} 
deficiencies. Lack of fresh green food would 
the most probable cause of these pale yolks, f 
try as we may we can find nothing which ¥ 
actually replace it. Pale yolks are, to so 
extent, due to constitutional trouble, but th 
frequently arise from deficiency of colouri 
matter in the food, and it would be easy to fe 
a hen in such a manner that she would lay eg 
with perfectly white yolks. One case which cat 
to my notice some three years ago was distinel 
due to the feeding, which was: Ground oats, mi 
dlings, fish meal, barley meal, with wheat as t 
grain. The birds were kept in earth runs, @ 
very little fresh green food was available. K 
bled maize was substituted for wheat, the bagh 
meal replaced with biscuit meal, clover meal add 
to the mash, and an iron tonic given. This 4 
sulted in a great improvement. One Suspects th 
the trouble in Petaluma mainly arises from a ¢ 
fexency cf iron in the ration. 


Mr. Brown mentions that a nutrition experime 
mdicates that birds fed “on white Indian €0 
become anaemic and die off. One would like 
know further details. At any rate don’t let 
condemn white Indian corn until we do—there m: 
be some explanation. 


The objection to the yellow-skinnéd birds f 
talole fowls might be largely overcome by judicio 
feeding. It is quite possible to feed a yello 
skinned fowl in such a way that the colour wou 
be almost unnoticeable. One wonders that t 
matter has not received more attention. 


In the ‘‘ New Zealand Poultry Journai’’ menti 
:s made of an experiment with birds on a fp 
choice ration, as_against others ,whose ration W 
mixed for them. The former did best, which w 
not surprising, having regard to this mash. 
is to be hoped it will not be accepted as a la 
that birds having free choice of foods will gl 
better results than those whose rations are pr 
vided for them. 


\Oetober 2 Ist, 1925. 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS, 


iw. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarag2, Westmoreland, will 
Answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency atliswer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
. in these columns, 


POST-MORTEMS. 


BODIES for post-mortem .examination should be sent to 
he C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S.. Tarring 
' Road, West Worthing, 


ydies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death.- marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. for a 
Teply by post. ‘the name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


jaders.are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


‘plies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 

“members of the §.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. ‘These are. auswered by the Editor, and relate to 
eyery phase of poultry-keeping exeept post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled fo a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their meuibership (NOT from 
Major Saunders), 


LL questions should be addressed to the Editeur. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
oolumns. except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


3eginner™”’ ((ardiff) has bought a text book on 
jultry-keeping, and now writes to me to explain what 
ie author means -She is fattening some cockerels 
i Sussex ground oats and sour skim mullk, as the 
iwthor recommends, and wishes to know in what pro- 
wtions the ingredients shiould bear to one another 
hen the author says there are two methods of feed- 
i—dry and wet mash systems . ‘My correspondent 
as adopted the latter, in which grain is given in the 
iorning, and a wet mash in the evening, but she 
sks: *° Are the birds consuming encuga? but the 
uthor says something about a ‘hiopper of diry mash 
dime available. Does he mean as welll as the wet 
Wash ration? ‘The birds aill liook strong and healthy.”’ 
Beginner’ is anxious not to make mistakes With 
gard to the fattening of the cockerels, Sussex ground 
ats should ve mixed with the sour skim milk to a 
tumbly moist consistency. 
teportions the milk should bear to the oats. As to 
1é system of feeding, I would much prefer to give 
ae wet mash in the morning, and the grain feed at 
ight. However, it is a matter of opinion, and “ Be- 
inner ** must learn by poser a to see the amount 
£ food thier birds require, as a erowing pulllet or one 
roducing eges willl nequire more food than one which 
> not producing. Roughly they should be given two 
nd a half ounces per head of mash, weighed when 
ry, and two ounces of grain at night, as the last 
sed (that is the meals in the mash chou ld be weighed 
fore seailding). I do not think while wet mash 
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I cannot say in what. 


CGA 


feeding is adopted, that it is amy advantage to have 


dry mash in hoppsrs as well. 
HK. EK. P. (Dorset) asks the best way to disinfect 


incubators, chicken houses, hovers and brooders after 
Coccidiosis. I do not think there is much possibility 
of the incubators being infected. but if my correspon- 
dent wishes to avoid any wisk, the best method is by 
fumigation, which should be as follows :—This method 
of disinfection is trustworthy when the air temperature 
is 65 degrees Fahrenheit, or over, and the atmosphere 
is humid. ‘The incubaitor should accordingly be placed 
in a warm room; it should lbe welll moistened inside, 
and a little water ‘left in the bottom. Every exit from 
the chamber should be pasted over with paper, and, 
before finally closing, a metail vessel should be inger- 
ted containing permanganate of potash erystulls. over 
which double the weight if commercial formalin 3s 
poured. The incubator should then be finally sealed 
up, and not opened for three or four hours. Two 
ounces of formalin and one of potassium  permanga- 
nate are sufticient for every five eubic feet. The same 
mrocedure may be adopted with brooders, which are, 
rowwever. more troublesome to make air-tight Another 
method is to thoroughly swab ior spray out incubators 
and brooders with methylated spit. With regard 
to the house. ‘Thoroughly spraying anid cresobing 
would be the best means, ior white-washing, using {lb. 


1 
i 


erude arbcllic a to every gialllon of whitewash. 
What is of far more npoctahos than eee cting in- 
cubators and br oda is to disintect ye unl ee 


the house, and this should be thoroughly limed at the 


‘ Gloster cronies Bred. and owned by _the Misses 
anstord: Best individual Leghorn in the Five Counties 
Taving Vost—2 265 first-grade eggs in 46 weeks. Complete 
record. 30) eggs in twelve months—all first grade. Photo 

taken on return from test 


rate of two tons to the were, and rested for a full 
twelve peas On the question of giving sulphate 
of copper in the drinking water as a preventive for 
eye roup, | ‘lo not think you ean give anything imter- 
nally which will prevent roup. Sulphate ‘of copper is 
a powerful astringent, and my correspondent should 
continue to use it while there are any signs of roup, 
but in thie following proportions : —Diissal ve 4 ounces 


Se aed 
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of sulphate of copper in a quart of water, and add 
one ounce of the solution to every gallon of drinking 
water. 


E. M (Fferts) sends a sample of meat meal, which 
contains a good deall of hair anid hide, and I do not 
consider it good vallue at 18s. She allso asks for a 
wet mash for birds on free range, in cwts. Would 
advise her to use 4cewts. toppings, 1fewt. maize meal, 
dewt. Sussex ground oats, }cwt. meat and bone meal. 
In reply to her statement that other people’s eggs are 


lighter than her own. This mary have a good deal to | 


do with the fact that they are kept in confined runs, 
while her birds have free ranige. 

F. K. (Shipley: wishes to know whether he could 
use Palm Kernel Meal (extracted). He uses some 
for his cattle, and he woulld like to know if it would 
be economical in a poultry mash. Extracted Palm 
Kernel Meai was used a great deal during the war, 
but there was some difficulty in inidueimg the birds to 
eat it, amd it fis very unpallatablle. My correspondent 
should introduce it very gradually at first. It might 
be fed in substitution for half middlings or thirds. 
Our first experience with it was that it scoured the 
birds very dadly, if not gradually introduced. Fur 
ther, that it threw them off thei food. A mash 
could be made up of -—2lbs. Bran, 2lbs. Middiings, 
9lbs. Palm Kernel Meal, 2llbs. Miaize Meal, and Lib. 
Meat and Rone Meal, but I would suggest that it 
would be weli to start with half part of the Palm 
Kernel Meal in the first place, and gradually increase 
it. 


H.T.B. (Thornton Heath) wants a good dry mash 
for R.I.R. pullets, hatched last week in April. He 
also wants to know when they should be reason- 
ably expected to commence laying. The birds are 
kept on the intensive system. Also, a good grain 
ration to give with the mash, and a fattening mash 
for R.I.R. cockerels which are going lanky. A 
dry mash ration is also required for a pen of White 
Leghorn hens which have come through the moult 
and look yellowish. The following will be the best 
mash for the R.I. Red pullets:—1 Jb. alfalfa meal, 
[ bran, middlings,.1 Sussex ground oats, 1 maize 
meal, and I meat and bone meal or fish meal. 
Grain ration, equal parts kibbled maize and wheat; 
two ounces of grain as the last feed. For the 
cockerels—these should ‘be shut up in ‘@ house 
which is a little on the dark side, and kept per- 
fectly quiet. -A good food to put on flesh would 
be boiled rice, dried off with Sussex ground oats, 
and the following mash, mixed if possible with 
sour milk :—3 parts middlings, one part barley 
meal, one part Sussex ground oats, and 4 part 
maize meal (if skim milk is not available, } part 
meat meal should be added). Care should be 
taken that all food is removed which the birds do 
not clear up in quarter of an hour or twenty 
minutes. With regard to the Leghorns. This pen 
seem to have come through the moult well. They 
should be given plenty of fresh green food. The 


SI bof 


same mash as advised for the R.I.. Red pullet 
would answer. The yellowish appearance is neo 
necessarily a sign of liver trouble, but a dose @ 
Epsom salts would do them good. Give plenty ¢ 
scratching exercise. The best grain to give ther 
at present would be good sound oats. e 
P. W. K. (Penare) recently bought a pen of Bul 
Orpington ducks, consisting of a drake and thre 
ducks. On arrival there were three eggs in th 
crate, for the next three weeks they ceased to lay 
and since that time he has had one egg per da 
from the pen regularly. The ducks were hatche 
January, 1925. They are being fed in the mornin; 
on the following mash, by measure :—Two part 
middlings, one part Sussex ground oats, one biscui 
meal, one bran, and half. fish meal, with th 
addition of one ounce of fat per bird per diem 
He allows six ounces of mash per bird. The 
evening meal consists of one ounce wheat and on 
ounce Oats per bird, fed in their water troughs on 
hour before sunset. He wishes to’ know whethe 
this mash is a correct one, and when he may es 
pect the pen to be in full lay. Ducks are vet 
nervous birds, and it sometimes takes them sever; 
weeks to get over a move. The feeding is corred 
except the addition of one ounce of fat per bird pe 
day, as the mash in itself is sufficiently fattening 
and the quantity more than sufficient. If m 
correspondent does not look out he will get th 
birds in an overfat condition. I would suggest th 
addition of another two parts middlings, and th 
omission of the fat. 


E.G. S. (Surrey) sends sample of fish meal= 
No. 1, at 26s. cwt., the quality is good enough 
but the price is very high; No. 2, at the sam 
price, is rather better, but surely ‘‘E. G. S.” woul 
do better to buy through the S.P.B-A., where h 
could get it in five cwt. lots at 19s. 6d. f.o.r.— 
quality unsurpassable. The sample of ~— alfalf 
meal at 18s. cwt. is a good one, but again th 
price is too high; this is not economical feeding 
the maize meal at 14s. is excellent Broad. bra 
at 11S. 1s not broad bran, but ordinary bran whie 
has been passed through the rollers twice. Th 
middlings at 10s. are only moderate. Susse 
ground oats at 17s. are best value of all the sample 
sent. >If “E.G.S.” is to make poultry pay h 
certainly must buy more economically than he - 
doing. 


UTILITY sDUCK -CEUB: 


The Annual General Meeting will be held in th 
Club Room at the Dairy Show, Agricultural Hal 
{slngton, on Thursday, October 22nd, at 1 p.m. 
when it is hoped as many members as possibl 
will endeavour to attend. é 

The Club Stand is No. 217 in the East Gallery 
the same position as last year. Members are it 
vited to come and have a chat with those in charge 
and also to bring their friends. 


| 
| Oetober 2ist, 1925. 
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Scientific Poultry What 1:8 Ventilation ? 


3 e . 
Breeders Association. THE APPLICATION OF THE INDUCTION 
PRINCIPLE AND ITS AID IN THE PREVENTION 
Pull particulars of membership will be seat by returns cow OF DISEASE. 


application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, Ths 
Becches. Rudgwick, Suesex. 


By C. WINTHROPE SOMERVILLE. 
VES) RE Sr creer ome 


| ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING !t is nearly a year since I contributed some 
be held in the Council Chamber, Holborn | remarks on the subject of health by ventilation, 
estaurant, October 21st, 1925, at 4.15 p.m. | which were, as then stated, the outcome of efforts 
: AGENDA to secure better hygiene in the direction of the 


| adequate ventilation of chambers and buildings for 
esident’s Introductory Remarks. housing poultry from infancy upwards. 

nutes of last Annual General Meeting. As the matter seems to have aroused consider- 
G@etary's Report. able interest among those of the industry who 
Sieier’s Report. consider —_ scientific efficiency 
es Committee's: Report. worth while, and as the efforts 
and suggestions I have made to- 
solutions by :—~ bell wards improved methods in this 
(1) P. e Sen 26 direction have been so generously 
| (2) Wadhurst Branch. received and commented upon, [ 
(3) W. H. alien propose to elaborate my previous 
) BJ. pee article by some remarks on 
3) Liverpool Branch. structural and other considera- 
a. of scary tions for the application of the 
Clare result of ballot 

for Council. 


system of Ventilation by In- 
duction. 


Baeurer. | For some time past the industry 
; | has gradually become alive to the 
Biident. vital necessity of a more perfect 
a system of ventilation than the 


prevailing one which, in a large 


y other Business. 
measure, reverses the true pro- 


tes of thanks. 


PS ADY*-RRINS 


A 


A- UNIQUE TRIO. 


The illustrations here given 
are unique. The three birds, 
the property of Mrs. Strong, 
are © Lady Erin,’ who laid 
311 eggs in 12 months in the 
Irish Laying Test, 1917-18 
her daughter, ‘. Royal 
Meath,” another World's 
Champion, who laid 309 
eggs in 12 months in the 
‘ame. Test, 1919-20, and 
palsacy.. rin S s.egrands 
daughter, who. laid 293 eggs 
in the same Test in the 


“ROYAL MEATH,”’ years 1920-21. No. 187; 
daughter of grand-daughter of 
SGA DY TRIN.”’ ao AL) Ver LN.” 
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cess by supplying a mass of fresh, and often cold, 
air_above the birds’ heads—thereby keeping the 
foul gases below them—ainstead of ‘bringing it in 
from below and causing its continuous ascension 
by natural laws. 

Newman, in 1919, found the necessity for proper 
ventilation in connection with brooders under 
anthracite stoves, and adopted a platform made 
of slats under the hover. Unaware of his inno- 
vation {, much later, adopted a similar principle 
for use in chamber brooders, using a perforated or 
open floor-bed with an air reservoir below. 


VENTILATION versus CIRCULATION, 

{ have in front of me the advertisement of 
poultry appliances, in which one of the quali- 
fications 1s given in words to this etfect : ‘‘ Pertect 
circulation of air, and therefore perfect venti- 
fation,’’ and in all cases the air ports are above the 
heads of the birds and not any. below. One sees 
many such statements, and they ‘are characteristic 
of the misconception as to the nature of venti- 
lation and its application by many appliance 
makers to-day. 


CIRCULATION IS NOT VENTILATION AND 
NEVER. CAN “Bes 

Yoo much stress cannot be laid on this fact, 
because the grave confusion which seems to be-so 
prevalent on the point .is possibly responsible for 
many of the poultry ailments and diseases. 

I'he very definition of the word ventilation should 
preclude any misconception. ‘‘ Vent: to let out.”’ 


CIRCULATION AND DIFFUSION. 

Ventilation begins at the bottom and ends at 
the top. No plausibility on the part of a manu- 
facturer of ill-considered, haphazard appliances 
can alter this hard fact. And you cannot vent at 
one end without letting in at the other. 

With any type of house in which the air ports 
are above the birds’ heads and fresh air is forced 
in, you will get circulation in the form of swirling 
eddies creating strata of mixed, foul and fresh 
air at varying levels till eventually diffusion— 
wholly or partial—occurs. But you do not get rid 
of the foul air, some must always be present unless 
a through current is created, and that can only be 
done by draught. 

Ridge ventilation in such cases will only aggra- 
vate the defect since the density of the foul air 
below the open port is increased by the cooling 
effect of the incoming cold air, while the lighter hot 
air escapes at the ridge, creates a vacuum just 
below the level of the cold air ports, and cold’ air 
enters to fill it, thereby keeping all space below 
that level unrelieved of foul gases. 

This is elementary physics ; natural laws which 
every designer of buildings for housing ‘animal life 
should know, yet it is ignored in nearly every 
manufacturer’s catalogue of poultry appliances. 
This subject of circulation and diffusion has been 
ably dealt with in a recent article in “Eggs,” 


entitled ‘‘ The Importance of Proper Ventilation 
by an unknown writer. 


Gj 
a 


VENTILATION. 


Ventilation begins at the bottom and ends 
the top. This is a hard fact, and one of yi 
‘portance in all modern structures for habitatio 

it may be taken as an axiom that fresh air shoy 
enter at the lowest, or nearly the lowest, level 
any building and the foul air escape at the highes 

There are two ways of effecting this, the natn 
and the mechanical. The former is based | 
physical laws, or, to put it in another way, tho 
due to natural phenomena, and costs nothing ;t 
fatter is accomplished by machinery in some fon 
and therefore requires power, which costs: mone 
There are cases in which for certain purposes; 
1s forced in, but such come under the catego 
of ‘forced draught,’ which is a totally differe 
thing. z 

{t is well to remember that in all cases of ven 
lation within the strict meaning of the term t 
fresh air should be ‘‘induced’’ or pulled in, b 
when a current created by mechanical means 
of such intensity as to cause draught then anoth 
name must be applied to the process, because in 
perfect system of ventilation ‘there cannot |] 
draught. ; 

INDUCTION. 

The simplest form of ventilation 1s that in whn 
a current of air is induced to enter a building |] 
natural laws and enabled to escape by nator 
laws. The expression “‘ ventilation by induction 
is, then, hardly correct since induction is natural 
unpled, but in the present state.of confusion 
serves to differentiate between the true system at 
that poor substitute circulation. P: 

Drauglit in any form is inadmissible; indeed, 
is nO exaggeration to say that it is deadl 
Diffusion of the foul ‘air -with fresh air is Mitt 
better. What is. required is a continuity of i 
upward current of fresh air to replace ejected fo 
alr. 7 

Natural laws enable us to secure this desider 
tum with the greatest facility, providing certa 
structural conditions are observed ; and these co 
ditions may be embraced. in the one wo 
‘“Induction.”” . 


THE. VITAL NECESSITY. 


In all cases where animal life is housed und 
confined conditions it is of the most vital m 
portance to get the foul air away, and to get 
away quickly. To accomplish this the question 
structural design has to be carefully considered. 


STRUCTURAL DESIGN. 

The system of ventilation by induction may | 
successfully applied to two forms of poultry hou 
design ; the vertical-sided with span-roof, or # 
triangular roof-sided, in which the sides are slop 
at a certain angle. I do not know of any way 
which it can be applied to the lean-to type. =f 


October ist, 1925. 


Of the two available types the triangular, or as 
‘is popularly called ‘‘ Apex ’”’ house, “lends itself 
e better to the purpose because it is, as described 
‘my article of October last, made to conform to 
je shape of an induction cone. 

I give below a diagram of a span-roof building 
id enclosed within it in dotted lines that of the 
wangular structure. This will illustrate the 
‘olution of the ‘“‘ Apex’’ house of correct design 
id the reasons for it. 


DiAGRAm / 


The span-roof structure is perfectly satisfactory 
every way providing the pitch of the roof is 
ficiently steep, and providing also that there is 
ridge vent of the ejector type, air-inlets below 
€ perches, and not too far above floor level, but 
) apertures between the birds’ heads and the 
ige.- But there is the very great objection to 
€ increased cost of construction involved in the 
necessary cubical content, as shown on each 
Je of the triangular design. This space is not 
Ways necessary, and for “laying and sleeping of 
» use to the birds. 


COSTS OF CONSTRUCTION. 


To make a brief comparison of costs let us take 
e€ set of principals and struts as shown in the 
oss-section diagram. 
In a-span-roof design of twelve feet floor width 
2 cannot use less than 3 x 2 timber section, and 
2asured up this comes to ape ecicly 50 feet 
n. In the triangular design the principal mem- 
rs need not be greater than 2x 2 section, and 
= have only 35 feet run and 5 feet of 2 x 1 for 
lars. The difference is even greater since 
ttical struts are required only at every eight feet. 
ith regard to the roof and sides of the span- -roof 
pe the cost is even greater in proportion when 
nsidering the materials used. So that with a 
ilding of infinitely greater stability a much lighter 
amework can be jemployed.. The lean-to type 
house, in which ventilation (so-called) is effected 
‘indifferent circulation and diffusion, the absence 
roof trusses makes it cheaper than the span- 
of,’ but the cost is still 25 per cent. greater than 
e triangular. And here the popular idea is to 
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put a huge and expensive hood in front of the 
house to keep the weather out from a large wire- 
netted aperture provided for the purpose of letting 
the weather in! Result, a constant anxiety in 
windy weather as to how long the roof will remain 
in its original position. 


AYPES. 

To what extent the triangular may be used in 
place of the span-roof type is, just now, rather a 
vexed question. 

Why this should beso I do not know, because 
reference to the diagram J. will show that with 
the exception of a ‘wider gangway between the 
perches—the advantage of “which is questionable 
-—the extra space available, i.e., that outside the 
dotted lines, is absolutely non-essential -unless, as 
a correspondent to ‘‘ Eggs ”’ recently stated, ‘‘ it 
gave one plenty of room to put things.’ What 
things? If a poultry house is to be utilised as a 
stote of any kind, then we have one of the cases 
in which the span-roof type might be necessary to 
serve a dual purpose. 

The same amount of lighting, head room, and 
floor space can be secured in the pueules LyDe 
as the diagram shows, remains then the gangwa 
space. With a twelve-feet width of floor, is thie 
or four feet enough for a gangway? 


POISON. GASES. 

Carbonic gas is the chief constituent of 
the exhalations of animal hfe; accompanied by it 
are many other noxious gases ; re-inhaled these act 

s deadly poisons on the system. However par- 
ane one may ibe in the matter of clean droppings 
boards there are pertods during the night when 
birds are subjected to the odour arising from their 
manure. 


NASAL INFLAMMATION 


acid 


AND: ROUP. 


Mr. A. H. Brain, an authority on _ poultry 
diseases, makes the following impressive state- 
: ; M ‘ x) ay! &) 

ment in an article commencing in “‘Eggs”’ of 


—* . the origin of all dise eases 


September 16th : ised 
ithe beginning, 


of the respiratory: organs 1s, in 
cold, or simple nasal catarrh. The causes 
contributing to this ailment—at first so simple—- 
may generally be found in the system of housing. 
Insufficiently ventilated pens, or, on the other 
hand, over ventilation, where cold air Sweeps con- 
tinually across the birds, either while they roost 
or in floor draughts, catching them from all sides, 
cause running nostrils, and if these are not attended 
to, quickly clog, inflammation of the membrane 
sets up, and finally results in roup.’ 


VENTILATION BY INDUCTION. 


Continuous ; unending; self-generating. Never 
too much; never too little. Could anything be 
more desirable ? 

Before dealing with the advantages of venti- 
lation by induction I would briefly point out two 
essentials for securing the greatest efficiency :—— 
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(1) The pitch of the roof should not be less than 
50 degrees, the idea being to follow the shape of 


an induction cone, a rough diagram of which is 


given below, and there must not be the least 
resistance at the vent. 
DIAGRAM 2. 


ahplred 


yacuUuum 


The force applied being that of water, steam, or 
air. 
Now flatten the angles to a more obtuse degree 


as in diagram III. 


DIAGRAM 3. 


and instead of the force being gradually inclined 
to the orifice, repercussion, or a driving back, 
occurs. 

In a poultry house where the force is the ascend- 
ing hot and foul air this. repercussion causes 
" banking.’’ The banking is aggravated by the 
prolonged contact of the hot air with the roof, and 
the consequent cooling tending to increase the 
density. 


(2) The air inlets should be a little distance 


above floor level, and the total area of the intake 


bear a certain relation to that of the vent or 
escape. ; 

With the induced air current system there should 
always be a ‘‘ pull’’ at the air inlets, otherwise 
there is a liability of getting disturbance inside the 
house from atmospheric conditions outside, and this 
is to be avoided. : 

If the air ports are too big or greatly in excess 
of that required for an automatic stream swirls, 
eddies, and draught are the result, and the in- 
duction effect destroyed. Also, too great a mass 
or body of cold air at the bottom of the house 
militates against the induction. 


It is most desirable that there should be a steady 
continuity of current without disturbance or inter- 
ference of any kind, and it is only by careful con- 
sideration of such details that it is to ‘be obtained. 

_The area of the intakes should be less than that 
of the vent, but the vent should be ample for the 
purpose, and of such shape that the induction cone 
principle of the water-jet vacuum pump type is 
used to aid in the ejection of the foul gases, as 
shown in my article of October last. 

If the air is pulled in by a system of gentle 
currents the paths of these curve upward, and in 
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a state of circulation probably occurs here, h 
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are 
and werer 
so doing create a secondary induction from ¢ 
middle of the floor towards their stream lines, af 


of fresh air, not foul. 


RELATIVE AREAS: | 
“With regard to the relative sizes of the 4 
intakes and vent there was, of necessity, bour 
to be a certain amount of guess work in the cale 
lations for these since no text-book informa 10; 
precedent or facts about the matter were availabl 
Fitot tube, anemometer, or similar instruments f 
estimating the rate of flow, etc., of air into ai 
out of the house could not be applied in suk 
a case, so it was decided that an estimation 
temperature above and below the birds m 
serve the purpose. A slight rise in tempera 
in the upper levels is sufficient to provide ia rag 
uplift, but too great an increase would indica 
“ blanketing ’’ or the collection of foul gases und 
the apex. . # 


ADVANTAGES. OF “THE INDUCTION SYSTES 
Braving the risk of being criticised for mon 
tonous repetition in these pages, I herewith brie 
recapitulate the advantages to be secured by # 
induction system of ventilation. And I may k 
state that the process is no longer in the pure 
experimental stage. Houses embracing the sy 
tem, of twelve feet width and from eight to sixt 
four feet long, and others to hold five ands 
hundred birds, built in accordance with principk 
of the design given in ‘‘ Eggs’’ of October, 192: 
have been in use for many months = | 
The following advantages are to be secured fro 
the system +— Be aa as — 
(1) Automatic self-ventilation. The great 
the number of birds—up to a certain limit—t | 
more fresh air is automatically supplied 


= 
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reason of the greater mass of ascending hot 


| (2) Complete absence of draught and inde- 
vendence of outside weather conditions. 


(3) No manipulation of shutters or windows 

Yor ventilatron. purposes according to weather. 

(4) Economy in capacity. A house twenty 

Jeet long lby twelve feet wide will accommodate 

160 light breeds or 135. heavy breeds. 

And if of triangular design there may’ be 

added : 

(5) Simplicity of erection and extension. 
{6) Minimum cost of construction. 


ch incidentals as reduction of attendant 
ir, dust bath, and rain shelter are useful 
acts. 


THE DANGEROUS. CONDITION. 


is a desirable enough feature to be secure 
draught in windy weather, but there is 
wer, and most important, view to be taken in 
xpposite direction. 
* all know the hot ‘‘ muggy,” breathless day 
ight when the air is saturated with moisture, 
there 1s no movement of air outside or inside 
wuse. This is when birds really suffer if they 
»onfined in a stagnant, foul atmosphere. 
w, with ventilation by induced current there 
_be movement or air inside the house. Heat 
‘the birds themselves is of a higher tempera- 
than the surrounding (outside) air, and by 
im of its ascension to higher levels static con- 
is below are an impossibility ; fresh air must 
' in from ‘below. The ‘temperature of this 
aing air may be the same as that outside 
ouse, but it is fresh. 
ain, in hot weather when the rays of the sun 
€ roof and sides of the house have created a 
internal temperature, we gain a further 
ttage from the fact that the position of the 
ngs boards prevents a lot of radiation to the 
‘levels. while the accumulated heat creates a 
€r uphft in the upper levels, thereby tending 
Crease the pull at the air imlets. Very 
ent is the case where the air inlets are above 
ids as has been shown. 
this system of ventilation—-given the proper 
d€s —by natural laws the foul air must escape; 
tefo-e follows that by natural laws fresh air 
fake its place, and without windows, shutters, 
to aid, abet, or deter it. 


SLIDING DOORS. 


Re criticism has been levelled at the use of 
g doors for poultry houses. 

#€ you ever tried them in comparison with the 
d- swing door? Mr. Martin Grey and many 
3 are as emphatic in their superiority as I 
A sliding door will ‘‘ stay put,” but a swing- 
mged door in a wind when both hands are 
#ed-—weli, what won’t it do? 


CONTINUITY OF CURRENT. 


This 1s one of the greatest factors in the suc- 
cesstul ventilation of poultry houses. 

[ have no hesitation in saying that to get it by 
any ctler means than a flow of air from bottom to 
top of the house is a practical impossibility. And 
not only 1s an unceasing continuity desirable, but 
it .s essential that it should be present in the same 
degree of intensity over the whole length of the 
house when the doors are closed. It should not 
be greater :m any one part otherwise short circuit- 
ing 1s indicated. 

Where open windows and apertures are above the 
roosting birds along the length of the house there 
is a great liability of different pressures from vary- 
ing slants and angles, and in this way there occurs 
sudden “‘ sweepings ’’ of cold air over the birds. 

I have experienced in a sixty-miles-an-hour gale 
that in a kouse twenty feet long there is no vari- 
able movenient of air inside, and that the particular 
fype of vent prevents any down-draught. And I 
nave just rece:ved a report that in a sixty-four feet 
house there is a perfectly even continuity of 
current over the whole length. This, surely, is an 
asset. 


PROOF. 


In proving the efficiency of a ventilating system 
of this kind smoke tests are fairly conclusive for 
a small house ; they are, however, of short dura- 
tion. A continuous proof is more satisfactory, and 
this has been furnished in my own practice in a 
rather curious way, which leaves no doubt that 
induction and a continuous upward current is 
present for all time. 

On the collars, or cross ties, just above the head 
wire netting has been fixed to prevent the birds 
perching thereon. On the underside of this net- 
ting a suspended coating of the fluff-dust incidental 
to a dry poultry house accumulated to a depth of 
a quarter of an inch or more in six months, but 
the top-side of the netting is quite free ; and there 
is no dust on the top of: any of the horizontal 
timbers in the house. 

Throughout a length of twenty feet (the size of 
the house) this suspended dust is evenly distri- 
buted, thereby showing a lateral continuity of 
current of uniform velocity. Such facts provide 
decisive proof that the upward current is con- 
tinuous, unceasing. 


APPLICATION TO THE SPAN-ROOF HOUSE. 


In applying the system to the span-roof type of 
house it should be remembered that owing to 
greaiter cubical content of the vertical-sided struc- 
ture there will be parts of it (indicated outside the 
dotted lines in diagram I.) filled with semi-cold 
alr, and as that has to be moved by the force of 
the ascending foul air some of that force is ab- 
sorbed in accomplishing the work; so that it is 
quite possible that the rapidity of the ventilation 
will not be so great unless some particular form 


rE. 


October 21st, 19 25 


of roof constructidn be adopted to counteract the 
defect. 

Some experimental work is necessary in this 
direction, and is now being carried out. It may, 
if acceptable, be the subject of a later com- 
munication. 


REDUCE THE CUBICAL, CONTENT, 

Given the necessary floor area, it is very obvious 
that the less the cubical content above the birds— 
unless for some special purpose other than hous- 
ing birds—the better, and for this reason the 
triangular is the better form of house. 

It would seem that the only possible reason for 
excessive cubical capacity in a poultry house is to 
provide an ample reservoir of breathable air, but 
since the inhabitants are unable to adjust the 
apertures for the admission of the air’ according 
to weather conditions the provision more often 
than not defeats the object by maintaining a 
strata of cold air_just when and where it is not 
wanted; and, as I have pointed out, the only 
means of shifting this ‘‘ blanket ” is by draught. 


FLOOR SPACE, 


In the triangular house-to my design the floor 
space was decided by a convenient width of gang- 
way in the centre. Allowing 3-4 feet for this and 
a sufficient width of droppings board to serve a 
doyble row of perches each side, at a given height 
above the floor, twelve feet width of base seemed 
to be the maximum required. 

Unless one is limited to space in a lateral 
direction, I see no object in a greater floor width. 
There is, however, nothing to prevent the widen- 
ing of the base of the triangle—always remember- 
ing that the wider the floor the higher the build- 
ing if the same side-angles be maintained—-and 
the stability will in no way be affected; and in 
this direction the triangular possesses a great 
advantage over the vertical-sided house. 


HEALTH AND PRODUCTION. 


It may appear to a few of my readers that in 
some of the foregoing considerations there is, for 
poultry work, a tendency to ‘split hairs.”? Is 
there? Read the recent articles in “ Eggs’”’ by 
Mr. A. H. Brain! 

What is demanded of high-grade birds to-day? 
It is possible to secure and maintain a flock aver- 
age in pullet year of over 225 eggs per bird with- 
out culling or trap-nesting. This may be good, 
bad, or indifferent ; I do not know, since the poultry 
industry has no standards of comparison to which 
one can apply, but I think I am correct in saying 
that the standard of to-day is very much higher 
than it was, say, twenty years ago, and is still 
increasing. 

Now, if this increase continues are we not 
puting the natural functions of the-birds—male 
and female—under abnormal strain? And, if so, 
surely it 1s absolutely necessary to provide every 
possible favourable condition to maintain’ their 


health and stamina. Witness the case off 
London cab horse in a recent article. 4 

From what little I know of poultry work—~ 
{ confess that it i¢ very little of such a comp 
subject—I have found birds to be, very sensiti 
and respond very rapidly to good or bad conditix 
of feeding, housing, environment and gene 


management. And the more intimate care yj 
give them the more they will do for you. So \ 
almost any animal. ¥ 

_ DISEASE. ' 


In the ‘‘ Daily Mail” of August Ist, 1925, th 
is an article entitled ‘‘ Feeding and Housing 
Laying Test Birds,’? by J. N.- Leigh, the: w 
known poultry expert. . 

In a very interesting description of the way 
which the Egg-Laying Test is carried out 
Bentley, he says that each pen of seven birds ] 
150 square yards of grass land, and as far as ¢ 
can judge, with the exception of the type of hou 
the conditions for egg-laying seem to be y 
favourable. fi 

Towards the end of the article one reads th 
words: ‘‘ All grain is thrown into the litter, wh 
is renewed periodically, but on the first sign 
any infectious trouble it is scattered broade 
over the grass runs.’’ The emphasis is mine, 


This statement has impressed me very much, 
read every one of Mr. Leigh’s Saturday artiel 
and appreciate them as coming from the pen 
an expert. +, 

At the first sign of any infectious trouble .. 

Ye gods! Why wait for the infectious troub 
One waits for a thing they expect! And why i 
expected? Surely because experience has. tau 
us to expect it. I think Mr. Leigh has contribute 
very valuable warning. 7 

On account of illness two years ago I was una 
to attend to my poultry houses for two mont 
My largest one was due for re-littering long. bef 
{ was fit to doit. The first day I was able to fe 
the birds I threw grain into the house as usu 
and when I saw the clouds of dust—-which m 
essentially consist of broken litter and dr 
manure—raised by the scratching of the birds 
gave me what the French describe as ‘‘ furiou 
to. think.’’ 

_ From that day I gave up the practice of thre 
mg grain into litter in the houses. * 

Surely it 1s wrong? It must be wrong! Lit 
even a week old must contain a lot of such du 
How can a bird breathe it with impunity? Ane 
they have ample grass land, why throw grain 1 
the house? In semi-intensive work why encouré 
birds to stay in the house? a 

It is a very different matter if the litter be 
the open, as there is generally sufficient moist 
in the atmosphere to keep it slightly damp; a1 
as in the case of a hen on @ ‘‘ midden,” a b 
will select ; how it selects, lord only knows, but 
does. 7 
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s; Mr. Newman truly says, you cannot keep: a 

from drinking from a foul puddle in prefer- 
> to clean water in a trough, they will do it; 
it is to a very great extent within our control 
eep them from inhaling dried manure dust. 


THE STEP FORWARD. 


1 conclusion, may I say that in offering this new 
em of ventilation, although it has been tried, 
red, and passed under both small and large- 
e conditions, I am far from suggesting finality 
yerfection. It has, at least, opened up a new 
que of thought towards better hygiene, and 
- is all to the good; and I personally greatly 
reciate all the useful and helpful criticism and 
h-needed discussion it has created. 

rogress, the step forward from the stagnant 
obsolete, is desirable in all industries, but its 
i@ is enhanced when it is accompanied by 
ater economy, efficiency, and simplicity. 


IGHTS OF GRAINS AND MEALS PER QUART 
MEASURE, 
COMPILED BY TOM NEWMAN. 


lfalia Meal. Bran (ond.). Broad Bran. 


O78; =Dms: --abs.- -Ozs... Dms;— dubs: _Ozs.’ .Dms. 
ee a7 O 55373 lS 1 
oe oa Hot 4 
Be 0 Scie Bord 
Middlings. Sussex Gnd. Oats. Barley Meal. 
Ozs--Dms. <Tibss. Ozs.. Dms.- ibs.- Ozs.  Dms. 
O 3 I O O I 2 2 
15 5 15 8 I I 14 
Ov A I Oe" 20 I 2 2 
e Biscuit Meal. . Large Biscuit Meal. | Maize Gluten Meal. 
7a Dms- a bs.- .Ozs,'.. Dms.a2slibs.- -Ozs..<--Dms, 
= 12 15 8 I Saul O 
O 6 Py aks I Ai nT 
ocr at 15 8 I 5 4 
t Meal (Tasco) . Fish Meal (Nitropihos). Maize Meal. 
Ozs.._Dms. ~ Libs. Ozs. Dms. -Lbs. .Ozs. Dms. 
r= 0 I 7 2 I Aa Le 
10 6 I 7 4 I 3." -14 
Fo: 20 I y 4 I Vie A by 


nglish Wheats. Kibbled Maize (Maize Grits). 


Ozs. Dms. Lbs. Ozs. -Dms. 
me TO ie Sag O 
5.7 4 PST 8 
Bae TO es O 
ped English Oats. Whole English Oats. 
Ozs. Dms, Libs. Ozs.. Dms. 
8 2 I 6 fo) 
; 8 0 I 5 IO 
8 O I 5 8 


whe aboye are the weights of one quart by 
asure of the above-named foodstuffs, taken at 
arate times by three different people. 


A Year on a Poultry 
Farm. 


By Lieut.-Colonel J. MACRORY, D.S.O. 


- 


We willl start the year .on the first of Jianuary—the 
day when we alll make our New Year resolutions to do 
finer and. better things than we have done in the past, 
and to avoid all the errors and pitfalls into which we 
have previously tumbled. By the second of January 
we have usually broken most of our resolutions, so that 
would not be a good day to start the record of this 
farm on. 

On the lst of Jianwary in the Year of Grace 1925, I 
brushed out the Incubator Room, in which my four 
Double Giloucesters tad been reposing for many 
months, gradually getting surrounded with a medley 
of household goods of various kinds. I brushed these 
goods out, and swept and garnished the room in readi- 
ness for action. 

New wieks were fitted to the lamps, the oil tanks 
removed and emptied of any dregs of oil. J may here 
mention that it is amazing what a quantity of water 
accumulates in the oil tanks during a season’s running 
-——paraffin. is mo purer than it ought to be, I reckon. 
his water does not, of course, amaljgtamate with tthe 
oil, but lies in reddish, oily puddles at the bottom of 
the tank. It does not seem to do any harm, still it is 
as welll to have it cut once a year. It would, I think, 
be a distinct improvement if draim plugs were fitted 
to the bottom of alll incubator tanks which are screwed 
on to the framework of the incubator. 


Two out of ithe four ineubators were now started up. 
The egg drawers are allways a bit stiff to push in after 
a spell of inaction, and whillst easing these drawers, 
I noticed that the top of i heavy machine like the 
Gloucester vibrates a good deal, when even lightly 
touched, owing to the legs being rather light for the 
weight they support. I screwed short modern stays 
from the legs 'to the bottom edges of the machines, 
so as to get a triamgullar fixing, and found that this 
stiffened the job up splendidly. Tthis is a very simple 
matter to do, and it seems welll worth attending to on 
any incubator which ‘tends to sway from the legs 
upwards 

I now fixed up my hiome-made moisture device, 
consisting of jam-jars dull of water with wicks leading 
therefrom into the interior of the hot-air space above 
the top sacking diaphnagm. 


I wish at this point to digress a little, amd to give 
my views on incubators in general. In my opinion 
there is not » single ineubator on the market which can 
be trusted to hatch every hiatchiable egg consistently. 
I have had hatches of nearly 90 per cent. with my 
Gloucester, and IT have also had hatches of 15 per cent. 
his difference cannot be due to temperature varia- 
tions, because I have had ipracticallly no trouble at all 
in keeping the temperature absolutely constant 
throughout the season. Nor is it due to the eggs, 
which are always most canefully 


selected, and always 
hatch welll under hens. I am absolutely convinced 
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that it is due to one cause, and one cause only—- 
variations in the moisture supply. I believe the mois- 
ture problem is almost, if not quite, as important as 
the temperature problem. We do not gauge the tem- 
perature by guessing at it in our incubators—I think 
we nearly a!! use thermometers of moderate accuracy. 
But ninety-nine out of an-hundred of us never think of 
trying to measure the moisture present during hatch- 
ing. Various devices are used foradding or subtr ucting 
moisture, but very few instruments for actually 
measuring the degree of moisture are ever thought of. 
Personally. I have used Hygrometers (1.e., Wet Bulb 
Thermometers for measuring moisture) for years in 
my incubators, but I have never been able ‘to hit on 
a device which wouid give me ia comstant degree of 
moisture such as I require. The Gloucester people 
have, however, at last marketed a device which they 
claim will enable the moisture to be regulated to a 
nicety, and they also supply a Hiveesavler with which 
to measure it. From the particulars which I have 
seen, I believe this device is the best thing yet 
brought out. and I am going to fix it to all my 
Gloucesters before next using them. It was unter- 
tunately, not on the market in time for me to try it 
in 1925—and to this I attribute the loss of many 
hundreds of embryo chickens—and many hundreds of 
pennies in my pockets. 

My own home-made device is a lot better than 
nothing, but it does not give sufficient moisture. 
Sprinkling the eggs is also a lot better than nothing, 
but this yives toc much moisture just after the bath, 
and also lowers the temperature too much for a con- 
siderable time, so cannot be considered a reailly satis- 
factory method. 

The correct humidity conditions for incubators, 
according to American practice, are :— 


60 per cent. moisture during first week. 

50 per cent. moisture during second week 
45 per cent. moisture during third week. 
40 per cent. mcisture at hatching time. 


These are the conditions at which I want to aim, 
but ,as I say, I have never yet managed them. 


Now to return to the practise of ineubaition as car- 
ried out on the modern poultry farm. 


This farm is sio ultra-modern that the Department 
of Agriculture for Northern Irelland ‘have selected it 
for one of their demonstration stations. (Loud ap- 
plause) They grant a smalll subsidy in exchange for 
certain conditions. The chief of these are :— 


(1) L supply them with accurate statistics show- 
ing the profits (if any) made out of poultry. 

(2) I allow selected parties of interested visiltions 
to see round the farm. 


(8) T give a year’s practical poultry traiming to 
selected lady. pupils who have already done a 
year’s theoretical training in the Government 
Poultry School. 


Having gratefully accepted these conditions (‘‘the 
times are going hard with me, in fact, the man is 
‘ bruk’ ’’), in due course my selected lady pupil arrived. 


She proved, and is proving, a thoroughly saticfaet 
lady pupil. In fact, she has taught me quite a lot 
things-~including the proper plucking and trussing 
those abominable Leghorn cockerels. (Strictly spe 
ing, she has taught this art to my wife, and not 
me, but on this swbject, which is rather a uc 0 
more anon I can only hope that I have also tam 
her a lot of things, imcluding the arb of how 
profiteer out of all 2 poultry things ’ "). But the px 
at which I am gradually arriving at is this. Hay 
this most excellent lady pupil at my disposal—we- 
ealll her Miss White—it occurred to me that I-mi 
utilise her to dio a lot of the donkey work of imey 
tion. Say what you itke, the hen as a dirty bird, ) 
takes no pride in sending up its eggs in a spotile 
clean condition. Say allso what~you like, I ask 
there any real pleasure in scraping and cleaning 4} 
egeshibitions of negligence and squalor? If you} 
get anyone to do it for you, aren’t you seam} 
pleased? Certainly you are. So am I. 


Having got all the eggs nicely cleaned and gra 
for me by Government assistance, I determined 4 
the Government should go one step further, and 
the egos by the ‘‘ Eggometer.’’ This is a very elt 
little instrument for testing the specific gravity of & 
Its only fault is that at tales time, as all the% 
have to be immersed in water for the test, anid 
means that they have alll to be dried afterwai 
But what of time when the Government plays 
piper? 

Nothing! 

We eggometed. 


J 

The resuits of “‘ eggometing’’ showed me that e 
in the hatching season many eggs that look alit 
for hatching are reallly as light as a feather—they| 
altogether lighter than vanity itself. But the 1 
who. eats them, even at 3d. a spoonful, will no 
notice that, so that their destination is obvwo 
determined Other eggs, however, iare really gi 
heavy, solid affairs—regular heavy fathers—and {| 


are the sort to go into the hot chamber. | 


Later on in the season, I have found that pml 
cally every egg that looks mght, is right; so that | 
hardly worth getting the Government to use the @| 
meter at this stage of the proceedings. -Why | 
should be so, Ido not know, but I hawe found. 
it is $0. <i 


The eggs, having been tested and dried, are” 
stored on their sides on trays of bran. I have fe 
no advantage in pencilling dates or other hieroglyy 
on them, as I use self-turning trays, and pencil m 
are usually only necessary to ensure accurate tit 
when done by hand. Sometimes, however, I dot 
the date of collection on the eggs, but I have sell 
found it do me any good to know their date. | 


Having now collected about 450 eggs of high deri 
we start the top sections of the first two incu 
and hope for the best. x | 


They are left severely alone for thirty hours, | 
will leave this article alome for at least the # 
period. 
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The Marketing of English 
Eggs. 


: By W. R. MORRIS HAMMOND. 


it is rather difficult to discuss this all-important 
latter without, in the first instance, saying things 
nich will not altogether find favour with the 
yoducers. Also, it is rather necessary in the 
aking of a logical argument to reiterate many 
‘ell-known defects that are the basis of the com- 
‘faints against the English egg. 
‘Fellow producers of guaranteed, clean, graded, 
ew-laid English eggs will find little in this article 
at is new to them, but I trust they will be able 
support my ideals. If some think my ideals 
o high or unattainable, I would refer them to 
| quotation from which I get comfort :-—‘‘ The 
ealist of to-day is the practical man _ of 
“morrow,” and may remark that, although we 
ay strive a hfe-time after an ideal that proves 
self unattainable, it enables us to leave things 
etter than we found them, and that is progress. 


‘Now let us try to get to the root of the trouble. 
‘hy are the quotations in the Press for English 
tgs always some shillings below the best foreign 
zgs? The real reason is, ‘tthat—and it iis a 
wrible admission to have to make in an English 
oultry journal—they cannot be relied upon ; 
‘ither as to size, freshness, nor cleanliness. 

.Let us take the first difhculty, Size. In my 
oinion this involves, to a very great extent, the 
dultry press. At seasons of the year that really 
) not matter it will be invariably found that the 
sultry press seriously urge the breeding for larger 


W.-R. Morris Hammond’s Commercial Egg Farm, 
Cropredy, Banbury, Oxfordshire. 
Large Layinz House, 140 ft. x 16 ft., 8 ft. high in front, 
| 6 ft. 6 in. at back, 11 ft, at ridge. Built of Fibro-Cement 
| Sheets. Divided with partitions into eleven sections. Takes 
650 White Leghorns. Glass lights back and front. Ridge 
| yeutilation in addition to 15 in. open in front under hood. 


Wate* bays built into the back of each section. Stands 

8 ft. x 4 ft., with 16 trap-nests, dropping boards over, end 

perches, together with Magazine hoppers each end, in 
each section. Leaves floor ahsolutely clear, 


W. BR. Morris Hammond’s Commercial Keg Farm, 
Cropredy, Banbury, Oxfordshire. 


Large Laying House, 60 ft. x 36 ft., 10 ft. to eaves, 15 ft. 

to centre roof. 48 ft. of box louvre ventilation in centre 

of roof. See other photographs for internal arrangements. 
There are two Laying Houses similar to this. 


eggs, without saying how it is to be done. But 
in the spring of the year it will state that eggs 
that hatch the best are those weighing about 2 02z.; 
some will be so candid (and they are quite right, 
mark you!) as to say that an egg weighing 
1$ oz. will hatch best of all. 

Now I will ask this question: Can any producer 
persuade his hens that make a habit of laying eggs 
weighing 2} oz. to lay eggs weighing 2-0z. for his 
incubator? We shall only increase the average 
size of English eggs by hatching big eggs from 
hens that constantly lay big eggs. And you will 
find it will take years of individual selection in 
breeding and trapnesting to increase the average 
weight of eggs produced by 1 lb. per 120. Yet, 
as doubtless you all know, this is the amount by 
which English eggs have decreased in weight 
during the last five years. 

The second difficulty, Cleanliness, lies entirely 
with the producer. If it 1s ensured that adequate 
nest-boxes are provided, and that the hay in the 
nests is replenished at least once a week, the 
small amount of labour required for cleaning will 
be surprising. That is provided the litter inside 
the houses is dry and reasonably clean, and that 
the outside is not a quagmire of mud. By 
adequate nest-boxes I mean one nest to every 
three birds where trapnesting is practised, and 
one nest to every five birds otherwise. 

The third difficulty, Freshness, is rather more 
complicated. Assuming that the producer collects 
his eggs once or twice a day—uin_ trapnested 
houses every one and a half hour the day through 
-—there should be no trouble in guaranteeing the 
freshness his end. The trouble arises after the 
eggs have left the farm. Every producer, where 
possible (and anything over a case ot eggs per 
week makes it possible), should sell his eggs 
direct to a retailer. Some will say, How? Well, 
do as I did, put an advertisement in the daily 
press, and you will get more enquiries than you are 
able to fulfill, There are more dairymen and 
grocers than ever you would think only too anxious 
to procure a guaranteed egg. Why not give this 


W. R. Morris Hamimond’s Commercial Egg Farm, 
Cropredy, Banbury, Oxfordshire. 


Large Laying House, 60 ft. x 36 ft., 10 ft. to eaves, 15 ft. 

to centre roof. 48 ft. box ventilation in centre of roof. 

Takes 500 White Leghorms. The droppings boards, and 

perches are in two rows down the centre of the house. 

The trap-nests, with open slatted hbkottoms, and hoppers 
over, are down each side of the house. 


method a-trial? It will mean breaking away from 
old associations and getting out of a rut. (I know 
how difficult this is for an Englishman, more 
especially for a farmer!) It will mean a little 
trouble in the way of buying egg-boxes and taking 
the eggs to the station perhaps, but once you have 
made the break and got the extra’ remuneration it 
brings, you will wonder (like everybody else did 
before you) why you had not done it years ago. 
"And, more than that, it will mean that you are 
doing your best to’place the Enghsh egg upon a 
higher plane. Every producer knows that any 
higgler or market that his eggs go through means 
a commission to the people handling them; and 
these higglers or markets are sure that the com- 
mission is profit. Are you sure that every egg 
you sell to them means ia profit to you? Even if 
you are sure (!) business demands that you must 
sell your produce in the best market, and that is 
to the retailer. 


A cértain combination of poultry farmers south 
of the Thames decided to try and get a good name 
for their eggs by. stamping them. London deale:s 
came along and bought them when eggs were 
cheap, took them back to London and put them 
into store. And when the winter came, and eggs 
were dear, trotted out these same eggs all with 
‘the guaranteed stamp upon them! This also hap- 
pened to a co-operative society north of the 
Thames. I think the meral will bear emphasising : 
Never sell a stamped egg to any other than a re- 
tailer in whom you can put complete trust, or your 
stamped eggs will soon ibe classed with the 
‘ market’’ eggs. 


Just a few words on my ideal of grading (I shall 
soon have Mr. Newman telling me he will have to 
provide elastic covers to ‘‘ Eggs’ if I go on much 
longer). You are all more or less aware that, 
in my opinion, all producers in a fair way of busi- 
ness should grade their eggs into four weights, 
ViZ., 1} 0Z., 2.0z., 24. 0z., and 23 oz. (approximately 
13, 15, 17 and 19 lbs. per 120), and that the prices 
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paid for them should be in proportion to ¢ 
weights. That is when 2 oz. eggs are 20/-, 1$« 
should be 17/6, 24 0z. 22/6, and 2% 0z. 2§ 
That is the way I have sold my eggs for soy 
years, together with half-a-crown premium on¢ 
top price given in the ‘‘ Daily Telegraph.”” 7 
retailers have found some difficulty in realising ¢ 
same profit on the larger eggs as on the smal 
ones, because this method of grading is not gen 
ally recognised. In fact some consumers think 
absurd to pay 2$d. for a 24 oz. egg when theye¢ 
get a 2 oz. egg for 2d.! This involves the edu 
tion of the public, which we can do only throught 
retailer. If we are going to capture the mark 
for large eggs, which Holland and Denmark sh 
between them to-day, somebody must inaugure 
a proper system of grading, and get the grad 
eggs on to the market. Who is it to be? Ins 
gesting our own Society, I do not want it to 
thought that I am unwarrantably putting furtl 
burdens upon the shoulders of Mr. Newman a 
his staff, who, we business men know, must ha 
a very heavy day now, without us adding any me 
to it. But it is evident, as it has been all throu 
the life of the S.P.B.A., that we must help © 
selves. 


In prefacing the following suggestions with 
few remarks about egg co-operative societies, 
do not wish it to be thought that I am decryi 
them, they are necessary to certain classes 
producers. If one looks at the yearly avera 
prices obtained by these societies it will be fou 
that they vary from 1/5 to 2/- per dozen eg; 
And most of these average prices are worked | 
very differently from the way I should work thi 
out. Also, I do not ‘think anyone will deny f 
they, at least, cause some delay between produ 
and consumer, in addition to having to draw 
commission. The main complaint against them) 
I think, that most of them get only the ordim 
market price for their eggs. I have a circu} 


W. R. Morris Hazumond’s Commercial Egg Farm, 
Cropredy, Banbury, Oxfordshire. 


Large Laying Hovse, 60 ft. x 36 ft. Another internal view) 
of (2) showing water bays built on to each end. Thest) 
water bays are lined out with Fibro-cement sheets, an 
have slatted drained floors, Each bay has two troughs} 
each holding i@ gallons. The 15 in. fender in front pre) 
vents any water or a ie getting into the house lj 

itter. F 
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ore me now from what I believe to be one of 
‘largest egg co-operative societies, and the price 
Sted is below the current price in the mairkets. 
my opinion this undercutting is a very serious 
tter. Are not candled and roughly graded eggs 
irth more than the generality of eggs that get 
9 the markets, which may be anything up to 
‘ee months old, and dirty? I thought members 
it eggs to co-operative societies to get prices 
‘ter than those ruling in the markets. 

Jery well then, to obtain the best prices for our 
3s, and to encourage the production of large 


Zs, we must help ourselves. 


‘As we are having our general meeting in ancther 
I this year, and consequently shall not be so 
ssed for time, I am hoping that the following 
fgestions may come up for brief discussion. ) 


§ it not possible for a small committee to be 
med to test the feeling of some producers of 
it-class eggs regarding the following :— 


Members who agree to supply eggs as out- 
. lined above (or, some other standard, if con- 
sidered better) have their farms inspected with 
the object of ensuring that they can comply 
with the conditions. 

When the committee consider that they can 

lay their hands upon, say, a million eggs a 
year, they adivertise such eggs together with 
the price in the daily press. 
If sufficient retailers come forward to con- 
sume thie supply available, a binding contract 
is drawn up by the committee for operation 
between the producer and retailer. 


Retailers are put into communication with 
producers best able to meet their requirements. 


The committee loan rubber stamps for the 
producer to imprint his eggs. 
Complaints must be made from either side 
_to the committee, the committee’s ruling to be 
binding upon both. 


is is only a very rough outline; it is not worth 
mg into details unless the suggestions obtain 
ne support. But could we not by this means 
Ny provide a guaranteed, clean, graded, new- 
i English egg? 

"do so wish I could do or say something to 
‘Suade members of the urgency of the need for 
mg something to enhance the prestige of 
Blish eggs. It is no use saying one to another 
at a serious thing it is, something must be done. 
are importing 418,000,000 worth of eggs 


Qually ; reckoning every £1,000 spent in eggs 
fesents £100 paid in direct labour (I know 
Mi experience it is nearer £200), we arrive at 
“enormous figure of 41,800,000 paid for foreign 
ur alone. This amount (41,800,000) would 
? 23,077 farm labourers 30/- per week, and re- 
‘@ the rates and taxes. Selah! This would 
an real help to the deplorable state of unem- 


yment. 
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W. R. Morris Fiarsmond’s Commercial Hgg Farm, 
Cropredy, Banbury, Oxfordshire. 


Large Laying House, 60 ft. x 36 ft. Another internal view 

of (3) taken from the cther end, so as to show the broody 

pen in the top left-hand corner. This is merely a 10 ft. 

space wired in, with perches, water and hoppers, but no 

nests. From 2 to 4 days in here is generally sufficient 
to cure broodiness. 


I have been harping on proper grading of 
guaranteed eggs as an ‘aid to marketing for years, 
if tt 1s any use let us do something ; let not all our 
ideas on matters of progress end in talk. 


A big firm of retailers in the South of London 
(and it is one of the fairest firms in the eggs trade 
{ know) have recently issued a new contract in 
which eggis have to be graded into two weights 
only, viz., two ounces and’ over, and not less than 
:2 ounces. The weak point is, of course, that 
whereas payment for the small eggs will be less 
than for the standard 2 oz. egg, nothing extra will 
be paid for the 24 oz. and 24 oz. eggs. (As is 
well known, birds that lay large eggs do not lay 
aS many as those that lay small eggs.) There 
is also a penalty up to as much as 5% of the price 
paid if your March/May quota exceeds by more 
than three times the October/November average. 
And if the March/May quota exceeds the October / 
November average by more than a certain amount, 
the whole of the June/September output is 
penalised up to as much as 5% of the price paid. 
fs it not time the producer, through some such com- 
bination as outlined above, endeavoured to state 
the conditions of sale, instead of the retailer dic: 
tating terms of acceptance, in addition to enforc- 
ing, what I consider, unreasonable penalties? If 
you are interested don’t let this pass without doing 
something. 


Scientific Poultry Breeders’ 
Association. 


_—— 


MIDLAND LAYING TEST. 


Mr. A. H. Brain informs me that there is still 
room in both sections of the Midland Test for a 
few more entries, and the support of breeders 
is requested. 
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Some Fruit-G rowing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. 
SAE 


be out of doors, so still! So green ! 
Wath unbreathed air, ree ae clean, 

With soft, sweet-scent of happy (growing things, 
The leave 3’ soft flutter, sound of ‘sudden. WINES ; 
The far-faint hills, the water wide lbetween, 
Breast of the great earth-Mother! Here we lean 
With no conventions hard, to intervene 

Content, with the conitentment Nature brings 


Just to ‘be out of doors! ’ 
C. P. GILMAN. 


IS THERE ANY LINK with. poultry-keeping and 
the above quotation ?. I think so, because I am certain 
that there are a very large number of poultry-keepers 
whio have taken up that life ‘‘Just to be out of doors’’ 
in their work, and to them must allso be added those 
wanting to grow fruit and flowers: alll loving the 
“‘soft, clean air’’ with its “‘sweet scent of happy- 
growing things.’’ I do not believe that the majority 
who deliberately chose this kind of country lite 
thoughit it was the ideal one for making a fortune. The 
war called many from the office to be *‘ out of doors, ’’ 
and afterwards they did not want to return to town 
life, but felt the truth of Emerson’s words: ‘‘Give me 
health and a day with Nature, and I will make the 
Pomp of Emperors ridiculous,’’ or, perhaps, realised 
what Ruskin so well expresses in the words: ‘‘Nature 
however simp!y observed, or imperfectly kniown, ds in 
the degree of affection fellt for it, protective and hellp- 
ful to all that is noblest in humamnity.”’ 

It is quite probable that the ‘“Dairy Show’’ number 
of ‘‘ Eggs’’ will be read by many just starting poultry- 
keeping, and, possibly, by some not new to tthe lite; 
so to alll new readers I should like to offer a few 
thoughts which I venture to think are worthy of care- 
ful consideration. Although— 


** Just to 


“Tis swise to let the touch of Nature thrill 7 
Through the full heart: ‘tis wise totake your fill 
Of all she brings, and gently to give way 
To what within your soul she seems to say,’ 


we are, nevertheless, up against the fact that many 
of us are compelled tto seek our diving out of ‘*Mother- 
KEarth,’’ and I know many have found that the various 
country occupations have not brought in alll the big 
“cash ’’ returns that were anticipated. 


The hand has been ‘“‘put to the plough,’’ and the 
determination to see it through to a success is also 
with us, but let us take all opportunities that will 
help. Some with their poultry-keeping are working on 
the ““One Man Poultry-Farming ’’ system, and doing 
things intensively, others like a wider scope, and to 
employ a certain amount of labour. To both, but in 
particular to the fatter class of poultry-keepers, I 
would urge the consideration of ailso utilising their 
land to the full by seeking the additional income to 
be had from the cultivation of fruit trees. 

I was reading an article the other day which was 
written to prove to the general and fruit farmer that, 


in the words of the Ministry of Agriculture’s pamp)| 
let: ‘‘The value of poultry on, the land has beg 
greatly overlooked, and that eggs and poultry com) 
be more economically produced by them.”’ I thi 
the same arguments used to prove their case, 
reversed, would hold equallly good for the economic] 
production of fruit on the poul tiry farm. In both cas| 
the one can help the other, and should go hand) 
hand for mutual benefits. 


I shall not enlarge ion this to-day, or give the mal} 
reasons set forth Some will be fonated. in the sme 
book. that the §.P.B.A. Council have just isste} 
namely “‘ Fruit Growing for the Poultry- -Keeper| 
price one shilling, from The Secretary, S.P.B.A., T) 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Judging from enquiries this should prove useful | 
many, and possibly future articles in ““ Eggs ”’ Ww 
further help readers ‘or those finding an interest in tl) 
growing of fruit. ‘The writer is always pleased to del 
with difiiculties that meet beginners, and to edyil 
as far as time and circumstances allow. 


In my next article I hope to answer some questio! 

v7 “CORN WALL,” * and afterwards to continue 4] 
‘“* Autumn Notes ’’; then enlarge on part winter pru| 
ing notes, with, I ibs. some illustrations. I mig) 
close to-day with a question myselifi. Can a read 
tell me who wrote the following lines :— 


“ The little cares that fretted me, 

I lost them yesterdiay 

Among the clover-scented grass, 
‘Among the new-mown hay, 

Among the huskinigs of the corm 

Where drowsy poppies nod— 
Where all-thoughts die, 
‘And good are born, 

Out in the fields with God.” 


ERRATUM.—October 7th: Page 228 should rel 
Geo. Munro, Ltd , and not ‘‘Mioor,’’ of Corel 
series supply “oiled wraps.’ 


A unique Brooder, referred to by Major Hesketh in his. 


recent article in ‘‘ Eggs,” showing circular basket brooder, 

on one side; and the hot-water pipe for diffusing the 

warmth, inside the brooder, on the other side. One or two) 

prooders may be used on each side with the same oil stove) 

and water pipe, as shown on the picture. Capacity for 
each brooder is 100 chicks. 


October 21st; 1925. 
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PAYING * TESES: 


GOVERNMENT OF NORTHERN IRELAND. 


| The report of this test, which was completed on 
70th September, has just been received. Seventy- 
‘Pwo pens of six birds each competed. 

| ‘in the. White Wyandottes’ Section Mrs. James 
yherron won with 1,379 eggs, value £12 Tis. 14d. 
Eady Dunleath was a good second, with 1,322 
eecs, value 412 4s. 3#d. _ Mrs. Porter-Porter 
Jagain takes a prominent position, being third. In 
Vectual number of she has ‘beaten Lady 
‘Dunleath, but the value is 4sless. The fourth 
Position is taken by Mrs. Loughrin, with 1,258 
/@ggs, value 411 Qs. 4d. 

The largest number of eggs laid was 1,399 by 
‘the pen, the property of Mr. S. Steels, but the 
‘eggs failed to reach the required average weight 
Gt 24 ounces per dozen. 

in the - White Leghorn Section Mr. J.- P. 
McMurray wins with 1,403 eggs, value 411 18s. 
@7d: Mr. McMurray secures the ‘‘ Farmers’ 
Gazette ’’ Cup for the best score in all Ireland. 
Mrs. L. H. Mitchell is a good second, with 1,304 
€g¢gs, value only td. less, and it is to be noted 
that there were two broody pullets in this pen. 
Mrs. Workman, 1,307 eggs, value £11 14s. 14d., 
takes the third position, while the fourth is taken 
‘by Mr. D. McIntyre, with 1,233 eggs, value £11 
‘4s. Ofd. It is pleasing to note the steady improve- 
‘Ment in the White Leghorns, which in previous 
fests have hardly been satisfactory. 


COS 
eoeys 


i= In Section. 3.—-Non-sitters other than White 
‘Leghorns, Miss Morrison is first with Anconas, 
45115 eggs, value £9 17s. 11d. Mrs. Main second 
with Black Leghorns, and Mr. D. Phelan third, 
with the same breed. 

In the Heavy Breeds, other than White Wyan- 
‘dottes, in which 12 pens competed, Mrs. Alexander 
wins well with her pen of Light Sussex, laying 
5152 eggs, value £10 16s. 113d. Mrs. Irwin is 
(Second with R.!J. Reds, laying 1,160 eggs, but, in 
Mepite of the 8 additional eggs, there is a con- 
iderable difference in values, the value of eggs 
Taid by Mrs. Alexander being £1 4s. 10d. more 
fhan that cf Mrs. Irwin. Miss Clifford is third, 
lso with R.I. Reds, 1,110 eggs, value £9 3s. 72d. 
In the pens confined to holders of Egg Stations, 
Mrs. Bell wins with White Wyandottes. The 
Second place is taken by Mrs. Grey, and third by 
Mrs. Thomson. 

Inthe Duck Pens, where five ducks were com- 
‘peting, Mr. G. C. Richardson’s Khaki-Campbells 
Taid 866 eggs, value £7 10s. 11d. Mrs. Bell, who 
Tost one of her ducks, was second with 772 eggs, 
Dut owing to a high mortality among the ducks the 
‘test cannot be regarded seriously. 


| 


GOVERNMENT, OF SOUTHERN IRELAND. 

Ihe result of the competition conducted by the 
Department of Agriculture of the Munster Insti- 
tute has just been announced. The competition 
covered a period of 48 weeks from 16th October, 
(924, to 15th September, 1925. 

fifty-eight pens of. pullets of various breeds 
competed, and fifteen pens of Indian Runner Ducks. 
[he number of birds in each pen of pullets was 
six, and in each pen of ducks four. 

In the First Section, consisting of Leghorns, 
Mrs. L’Estrange won handsomely with White Leg- 
horns, 1,309 eggs, value £10 13s. 11d., an average 
of 228.1/6 eggs per bird. Mrs. 


Studdard was a 
good second with the same breed, 230.2/3 eggs 
per bird, but the value was tos. less. The third 
position was taken by Mrs. Cryan, also with White 
Leghorns, 1,218 eggs, value £9 5s. od., while 
Mr. Dooley was fourth with 1,159 eggs, value 48 
Os. 7d. 

Section 2, White Wyandottes.—Lady Dunleath 
won with 1,286 eggs, value £10 7s. 6d., an aver- 
age of 214.1/6 eggs per bird. Mrs. Walsh was 
second with 5/6 less value, but her aggregate was 
higher, 1,362 eggs, or an average of 227 eggs per 
bird. Mrs. Porter-Porter was third, 1,267 eggs, 
value £9 16s. 7d., while-the fourth place was won 
by Mrs. L’Estrange with 1,181 eggs, value £9 13s. 
7d. 

Section 3, Any Other Heavy Breed.—The Lang- 
ford Lodge Poultry Farm won with R.I. Reds, 1,298 
value £9 16s. 2d. Mrs. Marshall was 
second with the same-breed, 1,148 eggs, value 
49 tos. 6d. Mrs. Chearnley was third, with 1,255 
eggs, value £9 8s. 2d., and the Mill View Poultry 
Farm fourth, with 1,065 eggs, value £8 5s. tod. 

In the Duck Section Mrs. Marshall won easily 
with White Runners, 881 eggs, value 47 2s. 4d., 
while she also received a Special Prize for the 
duck laying eggs with the highest market value 
tor her bird, which laid 280 eggs, value £2 5s. 4d. 
Mrs. Tallant was second, with Fawn and White 


2 OF O'S 
CES» 


Runners, 760 eggs, value £6 6s. 1od., and Mrs. 
Cruit with the same variety, 788 eggs, value 


£6 is. 11d 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Henry, Mrs. E, Keaden, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, Ireland. 
Hall, L D, Red House, Chilworth, Romsey, Hants. 
Myatt, A., “The Sheilding,” Doddington, Nantwich, Oheshire. 
Svkes. R W., 2, Quaker Lane, Ardsley. Barnsley 
Harding. R A., Railside P.F., Wilton, Wilts. 
Mayes, J. W. JI., Paddock House, Holbeach, Lincs 
Couzens, C C., Prairie House, St. Quen’s Bay. Jersey, C.I. 
Stanway. T N., Springhill P.F., Camp Road, Camwell, Sutton 
Coldfield, Birmingham. 
Springhill P.F., Camp Road. Canwell, Sutton 
Colafield. Birminghan. 
Blackwell, Mrs E. 4, Holmbush, Kelly Bray, Cornwall. 
Wilson, W., Police Station, Hast Leake, Longhborough. 
Wagstaff Bros., Scholes, Thongsbridge, near Huddersfield. 
Bower. T., Park House. Hatherton, Namtwich, Cheshire. 
Ball, G H.. 5, Pleasant View, Moston Lane, New Mosten, 
Manchester. 


Stamway. P A., 


Tiopkinson, Col. H. 


Rothwell H., Ribchester Bridge P.F., Ribchester, near Preston 
Dalton, F, 1593, Walker Koad, Walker, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Webber. Capt. ¥. P. Pierson-, Ettington Mamor, Stratford-on-Avon 


C B., Downton House, Kington, 
Herefordshire. 
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L, 


MecKinnor, 
Burns UA 


Halsall, 
Barrow, 


The Country: Gentlemen's Association, 
Tree, Effingham, 
S.. Dickley Wood, 
The Bunyalow, 


n, Bedford Street, 
“Orsiard End,’ 


Deighton, 


Horne, Nites 


Bontoft, 


Worboys, 
Stokes, Miss K. 


Amy; .. 


Whitaker, 
Moore, W. 
Green, W. 
Street, E., 
Maitland, 
Hardwick. 
Dobson. J-, 
Hulley, .., 


Sharpe, 


Stone. C 


Lovegrvve, 
Saunders, 
Boardman. A. N., 


Searson, 
Bostock, 


Townsend. W., 
Stephenson, 
Greaves, ' 
. Farmstead Bungalow, \ 


Hall, W 
Hatt, Mrs., 
Faweett, 


Parker, H., 
Liffen. A, 

Tiacy, Miss. 
Taylor, Harold, 


Smith, E 
Furness, 


Lovell, W. 


Sclomon, 
Jackson, 
Bell. .R 


Keeshaw, 
Meekins 


Corser. Mrs. J 
Mort. E., Highgate _ Rarm, 
Bussey, A. C 
Heron, BE R., 


Cant. F' 


White, T., 
Trayves, W. 
Jowett. John, 
Dimmock, 
Waterhouse, 
Macaulay, 


9 


Second, 2s 
pool: First, 2 


First, 3s 
First, 2s 
First, 2s 


Per 1lb.—Birmingham: 
First, +5s 


First; 1s 
Newport 


Welshpool: 


Second, 


Second, +3s 


First, +5s 


Per 1lb—Birmingham: 
45s Od; Second, 
ls 2d; Second, 
Welshpool: 
3s 6d. *Ipswich: 


15s. 6d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for 
ducers direct to consumers. 
paid to preducers by retailers. 


Renfrew, Scotland. 
AX aie all, C heshire, 
Melling Road, Aintree, Liverpool 
” 18, Siandy liane, Aintree, Liverpool 
Lt d., Letchworth, Herts. 


, 7, Brownsfield, 
Sundorne P.F., 


H anrietsharm, it: 
Road, Woodball Spa, 


st. Neots, Hunts. 

Cherry Avenue, St. Thomas’ 
Hill, Camterbury, Kent. 

Mont Cantel, Te Jersey. Ort: 

, St. Matting, Epa weod Road, Rayleigh, Essex. 

4, Harlech Road, Dewsbury Road, Leeds. 

Ottery St. Mary, Devon. 

Baschureh, Shrewsbury. 

: Wi aulereriees Northamptenshire. 

A, Harredon Bane Aintree, 


West Street, 
Ror eattion Coppice, 


“ifenaa: r ‘ook, 4 


Little Langley, Sanderstead, 
Southend-on-Sea, Renes 

Dinton, Wilts. 
Castlereagh, Belfast. 

Denhclme, Bradferd. 

l, Halstead, Essex 


“Morning Dawn,” 
’., Overton Cottage. 

Lismabreeny, 

Sarr-Farm Oottage, 


g 2 ‘., Blackmore, Hsgex. 
Wakefield Road, Ossett, ‘ks. 
r Huddersfield. 
Hall Drive, Laindon 
The Hale, Benson, ne Wallingford, Berks. 
Jackson House 
The Sands, Apileby. 
“Flmwood"” P.F., 
Zoon’s Court, 
?, York Road, Haxby, York. 
“Wa rth Parm, White 


"River ithe P.F., 
Ming D. H., Mansion Fiouse, Lead hills ‘Lanarkshire, N.B. 
“Chelmsford, Bssex. 


Westmoreland. 
Haw: xinge, tole. 


Chorley, Lanes 
| Hartshead, t vencieiere: Yorks. « 


Waterhouse Lane, 
Smallburgh, 
Halstead, near Sevenoaks, S 
, Tunbridge Wells. 


J. 
Walton, W. 
Naylor, H. 2 
Hill, A. E., 


Chapol Sean, 
1, Hazel Cottiae e, 
. 19, Wolseley Road, eo 
Sherfin Hidge. Baxenden, 
Tees Trinity Street, 
, 112, 8 Southgate Road, Dondat Ni. 

Harrietsham, Kent 

Highgate Lane, Rr oie Huddersfield. 


Soret ne n-W harfedale. 
ey, near Ipswich. 
Porlock, Someta 
Stickford, Boston, 
Vine Terrace. 
4. Broom Terrace, Park Lane, Keighley. 
Braithwaite, Keighley. 


Hawkecomtbe, 


, Prospect House. 


MARKET REPORT—Continued. 
Truro: First, 28 3d. 
*Oarlisle: First, 2s 10d. 


*Shrewsbury: Second, 2s 9d. 


Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
, 1s 3d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 6d; Second, is 3d. 
Truro: First, 


44s 6d. Exeter: 
s 0d. Llandilo: 
First, 1s 6d; Second, 


First, is 6d, 
*Shrewsbury: 
Second, t4s 0d. 


; Second, 1s 2d. 


10d. Doncaster: 
3d. Hereford: First, 
1s 6d; Second, 


First, 1s 0d; Second, 10d. *Derby: First, t4s 6d; 


sales by pro- 
markets prices are those 


as 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES—Continued. ; 


K._T. (Co. Antrim) sends a sample of fish meal at 
21s. 6d. per ewt. At first appearance this seemed to be 
a ‘highly satistactory sample, but in the course Of 
investigation it appeared to be heavily adulterated 
with ahubes: which would account for the almost total 
absence of smell, ‘The maize at 10s. 3d. per owt, is 
a good sample. Pollard at 9s. Od. as rather coamsg, 
but iis good value; Sharps at 10s. 3d. are hardly 
such good value; ‘‘Russ’ meal is a by-product irom 
the manufacture of corn flour. The analysis is good, | 
and it should have approximia telly tlhe same vaiue a5 
maize germ meall. It ds excellent value iat 10s. 6d. per 
cwt. The meat and bone meal at 15s. 6d. ewt. con 
tains too much bone. Bran at 9s: 6d ewt. is a good 
sample and good value. Barley meal a good average 
sample. Ground oats: It tis ridiculous to sell these as 
‘“Sussex’’ ground. They are a fairly good s sample 2 ab] 
13s., but are in no sense “Sussex onound.’ Ths} 
‘Rus’ meal could Ibe used im place of maize meal in a 
poultry mash. My correspondent has six hens and @ 
cockerei from a specially chosen pen of Mir. Boucher’s,| 
He is proposing to breed with these next season, and 
keep the best of the pullets to breed from when they 
are a year old. It is too early to advise him yet as 
to methods of breeding. He w: ill have to form groups| 
where there is not too close relationship. His sugges-| 
tion that he should breed next season with his present 
cockerel, and keep one of tlhe best hemg fior cockierels| 
to mate with this season’s progeny, [ do not like Ef 
is a bad prinziple to start breeding for egg productioa| 
by beginning in-breeding. . 


bomb 


CONVERSION CHART. | 


Cociversion Giaare Weiex7r ano Measure 


bie tony Js 
BY isis y 


RS 
Parrs 


4 &}———_—— 


BY Weigntr | 


Par 


Z For this Chart we are indebted to Mr. Gerald 
Ox. 


Explanation :—For direct conversion, it com} 
hs pounds to quarts, and is very approximate 

o the Table of Weights and Measures published 
in this issue. 

For Provisional conversion in: mixing mashes, 
etc., it converts pounds to buckets, sacks, pans, or 
any ‘other measure: 


r 
| 


. i 
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Market Report, 


NISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK: ENDING, 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16th, 1925. 


‘RAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—Eome-grown wheat is_ in 
or demand and dearer at Hull and London, but at Liverpool 
2 is slow and prices lower on the week... Milling samples now 
age about 10s. 5d. per cwt. as compared with 10s. 3d. a week 
| British malting barley generally meets a dull demand ai 
hk recent prices, but at London values are easier, especiall, 
‘Ower graae samples which comprise the bulk of the supplies 
iffer. beeding barley is in amply supply and unchanged in 
4, except at London, where quotations have declined 6d. per 
, On the week. Home-grown oats mostly sell at late rates, 
at Bristol prices record a reduction of 6d. per cwt,, larger 
lies being available. 

mported ybeat is ivregular, but prices mostly show little 
“ation on the week. Foreign feeding barley meets a dull 
'eé and values are lower at several centres, but oats, which 
vather scarce, are in fair demand and slightly dearer. Maize 
, quiet request and cheaper at all markets, Argentine aver- 
gs 8s. 8d: per cwt. as against 8s. ild. last week, 

jran is in fair request at late rates, and coarse middlings 
ily sell at recent prices, but at London values have declined 
yer ton. Barley meal, although in fair demand, is cheaper, 
|maize products also realise less money. Oil cakes meet a 
't trade and several reductions in price are recorded. 


TLLERS’ OFFALS—Bran (British): Bristol, £/ 12s; Hull, 
‘7s; Liverpool, £7 5s: London, £6 15s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
%s:; Hull, £8 7s; London, £8 5s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): 
ion, £9 5s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9 7s; Hull, £9 5s; Liver- 
', £9; London, £8 2s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 10s; 
|, £6 17s; London, £7. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 15s; Liverpool, 
is. MEAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £10; London, 
28. Maize Meal. Bristol, £10 15s; Hull, £9 10s; Liverpool, £10; 
don, £10 10s. Maize Meal (S. African): Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, 
10s ; Liverpool, £9 5s; Lendon, £9 5s, Maize Germ Meal: 
tol, £11 15s; Hull, £10; London, £9 10s. Maize Gluten Feed: 
tol, £11 12s; London, £9 15s. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY 


aught marketings of eggs sell at fully last week's rates, while 
Ut poultry meets a quiet but steady demand at unchanged 
| SCS: 

Week-end Prices—Egegs (per 120): British, 24s 9d, 18s 9d; Irish, 
‘9d, 23s 6d: Danish, 23s 9d, 22s 9d; Dutch, 24s 6d, 23s 3d; 
ladian, 20s 0d. Belgian, 22s 3d, 21s 3d; Italian, 20s 3d, 19s 3d; 
lentine, 18s 0d, 16s 6d; Lithuanian, 17s 0d, 16s 0d; Polish, 14s 6d, 
Id; Chirese, 14s 6d, 13s 6d; Russian, 16s 0d, 14s 9d; Esthonian, 
Od,'15s 6d. 

Dead Poultry (per Jb.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 8d, 1s 4d; Irish, 
'd, tid; Others, 1s 4d, 1s 0d. Ducks, 1s 2d, 1s 0d. Geese, is 1d, 


EGGS. 


er Doz—Ashford: First, 28 11d: Second, 2s 9d. Birmingham: 
't, 2s Bhd: Second, 2s 6d, Bridgwater: First, 3s 1d; Second, 
‘0nd. Chelmsford: First, 2s 113d; Second, 2s 79d. Colchester: 
t, 3s Od; Second, 2s 83d. Doncaster: First, 2s 10d; Second, 
d@. Dorchester: First, 2s 16d}; Second, 2s. 9d. Exeter: First, 
i. Hereford: First, 2s 6d. King’s Lynn: First, 2s 8d: Second, 
d. Llandilo: First, 2s 94. Mold: First, 3s 0d; Second, 2s iid. 
“port (Mon.): First, 2s 9d; Second, 2s 6d. Norwich: First, 
id. Oswestry: First, 2s 11d. Penzance: First, 2s 3d; Second, 
a Saffron Walden: First, 33 0d; Second, 2s 64d. St. Ives 
nts): First, 2s 9d: Second, 2s 7d. Salisbury: First, 2s 104d; 


(Continued at Foot of Column Previous Page). 
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“ Eggs.’ 


The Official Organ of the Scient-tic Pouliry Breeders’ 
Association. 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 

Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,’’ 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 

Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 

Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘‘Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisements Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of 
‘‘ Eggs,’ it is imperative that new advertisoments 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST ON 
FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday’s Issue. It is hardly neces- 
sary to add that the earlier in the week we receive 
copy the better it Is for everyone concerned... 


PROOFS. 

We cannot guarantee to-submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE 
MONDAY PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING 
WEDNESDAY WEEE’S ISSUE. 


ee 


EGGS. 


Classified Advertisements. 
(PREPAID RATES.) 


Id. per word—minimum charge, ls. 0d.; 13 
insertions at price of 12. Bold headlines 
inserted at an extra charge per insertion 
accerding to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra 9d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, $y ee 
DAY-OLD CHICKS ,,_ ,, 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table wili be of assist- 
ance :— 


9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
1/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 


When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 


Insertion constitutes acknowledgment of 

reinittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted. 


Advertisements must be distinctly 
marked with the Heading under which 
they are to appear. 


Advertisements must be written on a 
separate sheet of paper, and one side 
of the paper only. 


Name and Address to be counted. In the 
case of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘‘ Box,” ‘Eggs,’ 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, §8.E.i6, to be counted as 
eight words, ie., making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (1s. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 


Advertisements must reach this office 
FIRST POST FRIDAYS 


for insertion in the following Wednesday’s 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be inserted in the next issue. ; 


PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY, 
AVOID MISPRINTING OF 
NAMES AND ADDRESSHS, 
SHOULD BE WRITTEN 
CHARACTERS. 


and TO 
STRAINS, 
THESE 
IN PRINTED 


Displayed Advertisements, 


Ordinary Page; £8 l5s. 6d.; Half Page 
£4 7s. 9d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d. ; Cnie 
Column, £2 18s. 6d.; Half Column, £1 9s, 3d.; 
Quarter Column, I4s. 9d. One inch, 6s. 6d. 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Cover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounts for Series. 
eave Scale of Advertising Rates on appli- 

ion. 


Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H. 
BURLES, “EGGS,” 94, FARNCOMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16, MUST REACH 
US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 
for insertion in following issue. Those 


received later will be inserted in the next 
issue. 


A DEPOSIT SYSTEM has been adopted for 


advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use of same. When remitting 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the full 
amount of purchase money should be sent, 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of same. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 
pent direct to The Beeches, Rudgwiok, 
ussex. 


FUL: 


October 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Longwick P.F., Princes Risborough, Bucks. 
R.I Reds, Eggs, Chicks, and stucx birds. 
Tist free. Satisfaction insisted on. (See 
under Ducks and Drakes also). 


feeding 


T’S not the cost of feed that 
counts, it’s the cost of pro- 
ducing eggs, 


Ful-O-Pep Mash makes fowls 
lay better eggs and for a much 
longer laying period. At the 
same time it increases stamina 
and constitutional vigour. That 
is why Ful-O-Pep eggs are so 
economically produced. 


Ful-O-Pep-raised birds are “full 
of pep.” See their wonderful 
health and vigour——look at their 
glossy and well-grown plumage. 
A teed that will grow good 
feathers always produces best 
conditioned birds—the kind that 
lay best and longest. 

Ful-O-Pep Mash is made from eleven 
different ingredients and contains just 


the right amount of amino acids and 
minerals scientifically blended. 


LAYING MASH 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


The Ful-O-Peb Handy Monthly Guide 
tells you all about correct feeding, Save 
time and money by sending a postcard 
for acopy to-day. This book has detailed 
suggestions for every month in the 
year. It also contains 12 monthly egg 
charts for you to record your eggs. 
Free and postage paid. 


Ful-O-Pep Pouitry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 
QUAKER OATS Ltd.. Il, Finsbury Sq., London, E.C.2, 


LAS ERS A a a GT) 


-PEP 


ECCS. 


FOR SALE. 


Eggs for Early Spring Chickens 
livery in October and November? 
Sussex, Sussex x Wrandotte, Wy 
RI.R. 7s doz.; 50s., 100. 
double above prices.—Wilkinson, 


Chicis 


EGGS FOR SPRING cn 


Dr. Harbord (winner, ist Bath @ 
Table Fowl) is now .booking orders 
livery. Octcber onwards; £3 per 10 
for 15. No replacements. From hi 
Light Sussex and R.I.R. Pens; 7 
stainina, size and quality.—Detlin 
stone, % 


lands P.F., Heysham. 


FOR SPRING CHICKENS 


= 
Light Sussex and Light Sussex] 
Crogs. Now booking orders for Nx 
delivery: 7s. 6d. dozen.—Major an} 
Everett, Castelmer, Kingston, Lewes 


55/- PER 100. 
Limited number Light Sue 
early Table Cockerels; 200 typiea 
mated to produce “bone.” Book eal 
avoid disappointment.—Holt, Hadlow 
Sussex. : 


ECGS AND CHICKS, 
FOR SALE. = 


= ———| 


Table Poultry. Now booking ordi) 
Eggs, from Special ‘fable Crosses for } 
Chickens; 7s, 6d. dozen, £3, 100; uni) 
replaced._Simmins, M.8.P.B.A,, Heail 
Sueeex. : 


EGGS FOR SPRING CHICKE} 


20z. Higgs from big-framed Light §} 
453, 100 — Major Disney-Roehbucek,| 
Meavy P F., Yelverton. f 


SPRING CHICKS! | 
SPRING CHICKS! | 


Thousands of Fertile Eggs availabli 
large-framed Light Sussex; 50s., 1005 4) 
£00; £21 5s.. 1,000. Assorted Sussey) 
Red, Buff Orp., White Wyandotte)| 
Rarrel Rock eggs; 45s, 100; £10, 50) 
15s., 1,000. 


Unfertiles not replaced; | 
cent. fertility guaranteed. Onder nt) 
fore the rush. Eggs ready now, cl 
be despatched on dates specified if t 
in time. Day-Old Chicks available I 
January. May we quote you for y 

quirements? We have a flock of 13 
5,000 hardy, healthy birds. Send for} 
trated Catalogue, free. . 


EASTMAN BROS., 


SUFFOLK POULTRY FARM, | 
HADLEIGH. 


PULLETS. =| 
FOR SALE. ‘y 


We continue to receive repeat onda 
Pullets. Further enquiries invited—# 
and Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, 
ham. Si 

= 

Barnevelders. Pullets, Cockerels, 
ing Pens for sale; closely related 
winmers of 42 prizes, numerous / 
specials this season (mostly utility cle 
oe Manwaring, ‘‘Plovers,’’ Horsmo 

ent. 


f 
} 


Pedigree Pullets, Cockerels, Bre} 
Pens; prices moderate; many wins} 
season; both utility and exhibition-} 
C. Beck, Great Amwell, Ware, Herts. | 


Barnevelders, early April ‘ha Al: 


strain. Pullets, 12s. 6d.; Cockere. 
each —Miss Everett, Chinthurst, She 
Surrey. ‘ 


oy, 
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Use ‘HEBDITCH’ Anpliances 


AND MAKE THE COMING SEASON THE 
BEST YOU HAVE EVER HAD. 


| 

ee Sa EE See” 
tt oy 

! oo 

| a +» te 
\ if 


THE THE 


HEBDITCH” Incubator. “LORNA DOONE ” 


| ised on the Royal Farm of His 
yal Highness the Prince of Wales. 


NT ON FREE TRIAL FOR SIXTY 
Ys, AND MONEY BACK—EVERY 
NNY—-IF YOU ARE NOT SATIS- 
aD. . With it is an inside electric 
ht, a large tank lamp, a moisture 
'y, and a reliable thermometer, all 


THE 


‘‘FEARNOUGHT ”’ 


Poultry Housee. 


Foster Mother. 


An Excellent House for Chickens 


WILL REAR EVERY CHICK. 
of any age. 


A Glass Shutter adds to its usefulness. 


It is made of 3in. Red Deal. Boards and 
the Shutter is of glass. The boards are 


| 


= at no extra charge. plamed, V-jointed, tongued and grooved. 
Door hung with stout hinges and fitted 
Eggs. PRICES. Sg. dq. i with good presslock. Behind the win- 
40 ae A 6 meee 15 | 0 a dow is lin. mesh wire netting. Shutter 
70 615 0 Bi suspended on strong chain. Two sub- 
100 715 0 if stantial perches, cleats round attend- 
| 160 ae ie ee ak 810 0 | i ant’s door, four strong handles for lift- 
260 oa a | .. 1110 0 i ing. Made im sections and sent out with 
390 ees. oer oe? 15-0 - 0 i serews for erecting. 


Size—6ft. long, 4ft. wide, 4ft. high. 
PRICE £2 11-6 |- Six for £14 15 6 
Three for £7 16 0 12 for £29 6 0 
Floors, 13/- each extra. Carriage paid 
England & Wales. Quick despatch. 
Immersed in Preserolium (pickled) tor 


tes Free. It is sent promptly and 
arriage paid England and Wales. 


No. 1, for 70 chicks, is 4ft. long, 


2ft. wide. 1/- in the £ extra, 
i 
No. 2, for 100 chicks, is 62ft. long \f 
3ft. wide. } 


No. 1 costs &3 18 O s 
No. 2 costs £5 12 6G i 


Carriage paid in England and Wales 


The roof is covered with Bitumen felt, 
and the whole machine painted two 
coats good oil paint. 


It will hatch 
every fertile 
egs. 


RRY HEBDITGH, 11. 


There are Many Thousands in Use, and 
Sales Increasing, 


Send for the Free Catalegue of 
Poultry Keepers’ Requisites. 


UVNDGEAUSHNULYDEVAVAOONORUDTADUOLEQESSDGEDORSOEUSHUAUSEOUSUVOOLEHOOOUAULOUOEGONGDEOEOBODEREGA DOUEDEEOODEAOOC BAGS 
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Poultry 
Houses 


SOMA DOTPPEEREODUQOUESUQORUOIDANDNODEODOUNDION) SUODETOUNOBOOUUBOODEUIOV BNE DBLAOOSEEHGD BOO HHILE 


PRIEST =< SHAW 


PULLETS. 


NOW is the Time to Buy for Winter Egg Production. 


COCKERELS. 


First Selection Now Ready for Despatching. 


WRITE FOR OUR PRICE LIST. 


SANDOWN, 


STPURDUEGUEVUEVICVERYURDOOLAVEODUETGEDODDO DVO TE TOT GET CATE: 


Eclipse 


Bramerton Grange, 
‘J have several customers coming this week to see your 
like to assure you how highly I appreciate the excellence of your house and granary. I do not believe that the former can be 
beaten either in design, workmanship, or construction. The house is beautifully airy and perfectly ventilated, and embodies | 
every feature that goes to make the perfect poultry house. There is nothing shoddy or second-class in it. The granary 1 
splendidly built, thoroughly strong and substantial. | heartily congratulate you on them hoth.” a 


Full particulars from the maker— 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, Perivale Poultry Farm & Appliance Works 


EAST HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. ———_ 


L.O.W. 
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EGGS. 


October 28th, 19 


quency a eH | 


BLOOD-TESTED STOCK 


bo 


SECURE = | 
NOW ! 4 


John H. Dowden & Son, 


We have a number of individually recorded hens in our 


five varieties, 
+ 


W. Ae W.W., R.1.R.; L.S:, and B.L., 4 
also a few stock cockerels, bred from individually recorded 
and progeny-tested hens. Write for our illustrated | 
catalogue without delay, and secure the pick of these 
birds NOW. = 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 


‘“‘Heydown,”’ Heathfield, Sussex, : 


we 
* 


THE aah, 
VERY BEST | 
HOUSES ~ 
EVER | 


MADE. 
- 


MAINTAINING | 
THE STOCK IN| 
TIP-TOP 
CONDITION | 
AND | 
CONSEQUENTLY | 
ENSURING | 
HIGHEST _ 
PRODUCTIVITY 


. 
S 
a4, 


2 
> 

i ee 
bd 


No. Il. 60 ft. x 12 ft. (six section), supplied to Mr. J. H. McInnes Skinner, < 
Norwich, who, when placing further orders, writes :— a | 
house, and hope I may be able to get you some orders. I should | 


EGGS 


THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 


Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28th, 1925. 
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The cockerels were (fully half) Light Sussex weigh- 
ing up to dlbs. each, and in good condition; others 
were White Leghcrns and White Wyandottes, none of 
which were below 24Ibs. The hens were algo Sussex 


| Editorial. 


THE PRODUCER AND THE SALESMAN. 
The way of the producer is hard as is exemplified by 


| 
| 
she following correspondence which we publish in the 
Mterest of the parties concerned, and in that of our 
veaders and members of the S P.B.A. 

| We do not propose to comment on the matter, 
xcept to “emark that we cannot understand what 
Messrs. Symons Bros. mean in replly to Mr. Hollds- 
vorth :—"*We ordered nothing from you.’’ | 
The following advertisement culled from the 
Poultry World’’ is theirs, and whit is such an aidver- 
lisement but an invitation to send birds? :— 

| We are Paying Highest Prices for Dead and Live Poultry, 
food Old Fat ens, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, Table Chickens, and 
ew-Laid Eggs. Cash and “mpties Daily. Bamkers: Parelays, Ltd. 
Tighest Trade References) Furnished. Telephone: Hast 3198. 
Istablished over 50 years. Correspondence Invited.— 


, Symons Bros , I-td.. 251, Roman Road Market, Bow, London, &.3, 
md at 827. Romford itoad. Manor Park, E12 


Secondly, iit is to be noted that they do mot dispute 

veights, and surely even old hens weighing nearly 32kbs 
we worth more than 1s. each, whille cockerels weighing 
ibs. are worth more than 4d. a lb., even in a glutted 
garket. It will be noted, too, that Mr. Holdsworth 
ad wmtten Messrs. Symons stating approximate num- 
er and weight of birds, and in their reply, dated 22nd 
leptember, they are ready to accept the consignment 
(Whirdly. Mr. Holdsworth made ‘no claim for best 
lass stuff. 
(The fact is admitted that half the cockerels were 
wghorns, hut there was an equal number cf Light 
jUssex weighing up to Slbs. each, and the hens were 
ussex und Leghorns The average weight shuws the 
ids could not have keen very smaii- — 


etter from. Mr. Woldsworth to the Editor of ‘““Eggs,’’ 
; Ustober Sth, 1925: 

~ Dear Sic,—I am writing for you advice as to what 
ou would do in the following case :— 

Being no demand here for table poultry I wrote to 
féssrs. Symons Bros., of London, and in reply they 
aid that they would take any quantity and guarantee 
pay the best market prices. So on Ist October Ll 
it two crates, one of hens averaging 33lbs each, 
te Of cockerels averaging just under 4lbs. each, and 
ter paying 19s. 5d. for carriage, and having to write 
id ask for payment, I receive a cheque paying me Is. 
@ head, iess 2s. for returning empties, which, after 
'ducting carriaga, leaves me 13d. per tb. 

I think this is far too little for these, and I would 
iggest that a note be put in “ Eggs’ so that other 
embers may understand. 


These birds were 


and Leghorns 
Please let nie know what to do in the ma ther. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) J. A. HOLDSWORTH.”’ 


Letter from Editor of ‘‘ Kges ” to Mr. Holdsworth, 
10/40/25 :-— 

“Dear Sir,—You have not sent rae the address of 
Messrs. Symons, and i do not know the firm. Your 
best plan will ‘be to write them and demand an ex: 
planation of these prices. 

Am I correct in saying that you have only really 
received 14d. per lb? 

If they do not send you a satisfactory reply, send 
me the fullest possible particulars, and their address, 
and I will endeavour to get a repilly from them 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) TOM NEWMAN.’’ 


Letter froma Messrs. Symons Bros, Ltd., to Mr. 
Holdsworth, accepting his consignments, 22nd Sep- 
tember, 1925 :— 

“Dear Sir,—In reply to yours, for which we thank 
you, we are willing to accept all your consignments, 
amd will pay the best market prices obtainable. 
Terms: Cash, empties per return. We. refer you to 
the © Poultry World,’ and allso offer bankers and 
market references. If right stuff is sent, best prices 
can be realised. It is difficult to be able to give you 
fixed price for poultry without first seeing what you 
have to offer, but you may rely upon a fair deal, and 
we will guarantee you satisfaction. Regret have no 
erates to send you, all ours being in use, but will take 
alll care of your own ,amd return promptly. Kindly 
advise when sending. We hope to do good business for 
you in the near future. Labels enclosed. 

Thanking you in anticipation of your prompt reply. 

We are. ,yours trully, 
SYMONS BROS., LTD. 
(Signed) J. W. Winson, Secretary.”’ 


Account received by Mr. Holdsworth from Symons 
Bros., 5th October, 1925 :— 
‘Sold for Mr. Holdsworth, by Symons Bros. : 


£'8.cd 

45 Chickens at ls each ieee Ob a Se Sa O 
Less returns Poa sireae.. oo) tp sat OOS O 

£2. 3 0 


Dear Sir,—Herewith cheque in settlement of above. 
too small to do anything with. 


wis 


280 


Markets giutted with this kind of poultry. Can you 
send good old fat Iheavy hens, 5lbs. up, and table 
chickens, 3lbs. up dead weight, plucked only? ‘Tip-top 
prices can be realised for these. Good demand for 
egus. 
Thanking you :n anticipation. 
We are, yours truly, 
SYMONS BROS. 
(Signed) J. W. W. 


Mr Holdsworth’s Claim. 
To Messrs. Symons Bros., London. October 6th, 1925. 
J. A. Holdsworth and Son. 


£ 6. d 
October Ist--“Io 24 Cockerels, Slbs — at ts. 
per ib. ee ae eee eee U 
T9217 Old Hens. 79bs., at 6d. 
per lb. See aa Io 
650,26 
By contra ee oo ernie Ces 
£38 17 6 


Nett Cash seven days. 
Liability denied. 
SYMONS BROS., LTD. 
(Sioned) J. W. W. 


Letter from Messrs. Symons Bros. in reply to Mr. 
Holdsworth’s Protest 9th October, 1925. 

‘Dear Sir.—Yours of October 6th duly to hand, 
with thanks. In reply we would point out that we did 
not state that we would pay carriage on returned 
empties. Further, we dispute your (pices re fowls as 
per note received from you. We ordered nothing from 
you, and no price was mentioned. ‘These birds were 
sent on consignment, and were very far from being 
a satisfactory lot. If you will send us the mght stuif 
we cam realise tip-top prices, but not otherwise. We 
have sent you the price these birds fetched, and shall 
most certainly not pay any more. You may take 
what steps vou please, of course, but whatever you 
do we are in a position to prove our statements, and 
we know well how to protect our own interests. We 
are sorry if you are disappointed, but we are helpless 
if senders do not send the right stuff. 

We hope to hear again from you in the near future. 

Thanking you, we are, yours truly. 

SYMONS BROS., LTD. 
(Signed) J. W. Wiuson, Secretary.”’ 
Letter from Mr. Holdsworth to the Editor of ‘“Eggs,”’ 
12th October, 1925 :— 

“Dear Sir,—VYour letter to hand, for which I thank 
you, and I am enclosing letters received fron: Messrs. 
Symons Bros., of London 

T wrote them giving approximate numbers and 
weights, and in reply I had enclosed ‘etter, so I 
despatched two crates to them—one with 24 cockerels 
in it, gross weight 108lbs., nett 81lbs., which shows 
an average of 3.37lbs. each, and one erate with 21 
hens, gross 105lbs.. «and nett 79lbs., an average of 
3.76lbs. each, for which I am credited with 1s. per 
head, less 2s for return carriage on empties. so that 


GS. ‘October 28th, 19209 


& 
after paying 19s. 5d. for carriage to London amd Qs. 
for empties, leaves me With £1 3s. 7d. dor 46 birds, 
and an average of 1.76d. per lb., which Ido not con 
sider near enough. " 
I may stat2 that after I had sent birds 1 did not 
hear from them for over a week, and so wrote to ask 
the cause of the delay, and in reply I received enclosed, 
with cheque, for £2 3s. Being far from satisfied ] 
wrote again for an explanation, and also enclosed an 
account for: what 1 thought a fair price, but had same 
returned with their reply. s 
The crates arrived back last Saiturday, and wene sc 
broken that they will not carry birds again. 5 
I trust that I have stated everything clearly, but i 
not, will give you any further particulars you may 
require. = 
Yours. faithfully, =| 
(Signed) J. A. HOLDSWORTH. 


Letter from Editor of ‘‘ Eggs’’ to Messrs. Symons } 
Bros , Ltd., 18th October, 1925. a | 

‘* Dear Sirs,—We have received a complaint from 
Mr. J. A. Holdsworth, of Braeside, Pettycur Road| 
Kinghorn, Fifeshire, in reference to two crates 0 
fowls sent you on lst October. a 
In the frst crate were 24 cockerels, gross weigh} 
108ibs., nett Slibs., showing an average weight 6) 
3.37lbs. each. a 
In the second crate were 21 thens, gross weigh 
105lbs., nets weight 79lbs., an average of 3.76lbs. aah 
For these 45 birds you sent him a cheque for Is| 
each; less returns 2s., net amount £2 3s. Od. e 


a, 3F 


We know nothing but these facts. but im your cor 
respondence with Mr. Holdsworth you merely stat 
that they were very far from being a saltishactory lot 
Perhaps you will be good enough to let us havea 
explanation. < 

The averaze wei¢ht of the cockerels being 3.37lbe| 
each, we think you willl agree that one shilling pe 
head is a very small price to receive, amd even Ol 
hens with an average weight of 3.76lbs. are surel} 
worth more than one shilling each ? - 

Before, however, taking any further steps, we shoul) 
like to have an explanation from you. We are onl 


stating facts now, as received from Mr. Holdsworth: 


——_-'—=s—i — --- 


1 


Yours faithfully, ~ 
(Signed) TOM NEWMAN, es 
Secretary of the S.P.B.A., Editor of * Eggs.’ 7 i 


Letter from Messrs. Symons Bros., Ltd., to Editor | 
‘« Egos,’’ 14th October, 1925 :— ze} 

“Dear Sir.—Your ‘'N/DMR to hand, with thanks) 
and contents noted. In reply, we wish to state wed) 
not’ wish to dispute the weight of birds consiened t) 
us by Mr. Holdsworth. Whit concems us is the dias 
of poultry that we received. We did not order poulltr| 
from Mr Holdsworth, no price was mentioned, bt) 
poultry was sent to realise best prices obtainablie. Ha) 
the! poultry sent been the right stuff, far differer) 
results would have been obtained. We can assure: YO, 
that country senders haveva knack of induicinie Loni 
buyers to accept their wasters. amd then puttin g 
a claim for best cliass stuff. We have repeatedly pom 
ted out to senders not to send their throw-oubs 4) 
us, We do not like to refuse delivery, but.in our Cal 


| 


it 


October 28th, 1925 


aerests must do so, if stuff sent iis niot good saleable 
oultry. This will, of course, run the senders into 
ouble carriage. 

Mr. Holdsworth must be aware that his poultry that 
esent us was poor London markets are glutted with 
fis kind, and are practically unsaleable. We do not 
fish to do anything put what is fair, and we returned 
fr. Holdsworth exactly what these birds realised, and 
fe paid cartage and Jabour ourselves, as we were 
oping to receive further and better class lots from 
mis sender, when we would have tried to make up for 
is disappointment. 

We regret it is not in our power to send Mr. Holds- 
orth anything further. 

Thanking you, expressing regret you should have 
een troubled. 

We are, yours trully. 
SYMONS BROS., LTD. 
(Signed) J. W. Witson, Secretary.’’ 


etter from the Hditor of ““Eges’’ to Messrs. Symons 
Bros , Ltd., 15th October, 1925 :— 
© Dear Sirs —We thank you for your reply to our 
iter in reference to above. 
We note what you have to say im reference to ‘the 
wality of the goods you received from Mir. Holdsworth, 
ad further that you did mot order poultry from him, 
80 that you do mot dispute the weights, and your 
marks as to country senders. 
Unider these circumstances, we think it would be to 
le advantage of alll parties concerned if we published 
te whole cf the conrespondence in our journal, 
Eges,’’ which we propose to doin the issue of 28th 
ebober. This, we feel, willl save both you and our 
embers and readers a considerable amount of trouble 
ad disappointment. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Siened) TOM NEWMAN, 
Secretary, 8.P.B.A., Editor of ‘ Eggs.’ ”’ 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
lat they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
‘eeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
emselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A. 
Mis idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out 

assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
Oprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist 
ith his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
mehts. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
ith it many advantages, namely : Free Advice by 
st, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
| ‘the Discount System, and many other 
Vantages too numerous to mention here. You 
Ould write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
QM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
orsham, Sussex. The financial year began on 
t September. 


Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Pull particulars of membership will be seat by ceturm eo 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Beccnes, Rudgwick, Sivesex. 


SHS) ae ee 
“ THE PLANNING: OF POULTRY HOUSES.” 
This little booklet, which has just been issued by 

the Ministry of Agriculture, will be heartily appre- 

crated by poultry-keepers, whether backyarders or 
those who count their stock by the hundred. | 
cannot speak too highly of it. To my mind it is 
the best publication which has yet been issued by 

a Government department for the poultry industry. 

Perhaps if I mention the contents, it will be the 

best way to indicate its value. In the introductory 

matter, Situation, Floor Area and Perching 

Capacity, Ventilation and Light, Internal Fittings, 

Materials, Floors, Roofing Felt, Water, and Runs, 

are all dealt with, clearly and concisely. Then 

follow seven excellent plans of the following 
houses, with specifications and quantities of 
materials required :— 

14 ft. Laying House (two-thirds: span roof ) ; 
Lean-to Laying House; Lancashire Cabin ; 
House for 25 birds (or double breeding pen) ; 
Sussex Night Ark ; House for six to nine birds; 
Philo Coop 

I feel that is unnecessary to say anything 
further, except, if I may venture to do so, to 
warmly congratulate all concerned in the pro- 
duction of a booklet which will be of immense 


service to poultry-keepers.. The price is _one 
shilling, post free, and it can be obtained on 
application to the Ministry of Agriculture, Io, 
Whitehall Place, S.W.1. There is nothing better 


on the subject of poultry houses and their con- 
struction published. ~ 


INTERESTING LETTER. 


[I have an interesting letter from Mr. H. S. 
Barnes, writing from Boskop, S.A., commenting on 
certain items which have appeared in these 
columns. You will remember that we had some 
little correspondencé on altitude and incubation, it 
being suggested that delayed hatches were due to 
the higher altitude. ~ Seyeral readers wrote t 
support the theory, but I think it was definitely 
proved that it was a wrong one. Any lingering 
doubts that remain are dissipated by the experi- 
ence of Mr. Barnes, whois farming on the high 
veld, 4,500 ft. above sea level. He finds that the 
chicks always hatch on the 21st day, if the tem- 
perature is correct. He has followed my advice 
and has not cooled his eggs, and is feeding on the 
lines advised in these columns, and has had a 
very successful season, although somewhat 
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troubled by toe-picking. [is expersence goes to 
prove the advisability of giving pullets just start- 
ing to lay all the crushed maize they will eat for 
the afternoon feed. This tends to prevent the 
partial moult. Although temperature varies from 
20 degrees of frost during winter to 95 In the 
shade in summer, he has never found any ill-effect 
from using maize. Wheat 1s too expensive and 
oats too poor to feed. All his eggs are sent to 
the Transvaal Co-operative Egg Circle, and are 
sold by weight. 
SEX’ AGAIN. 

A correspondent writing from Milan thinks I 
may be interested in an experiment she is making. 
She has seven chicks of her own breeding; the 
eggs were put under a hen three months ago, but 
she was careful to put only smooth-shelled eggs 
under her with no mark whatever. My corres- 
pondent had read in an old cookery book that if 
cnly smooth-shelled eggs were put under a hen 
there would be no cockerels, which would increase 
the egg basket enormously. If the writer expects 
to find seven~pullets on her return home, I am 
afraid she will be grievously disappomted. Of 
course, by some wonderful coincidence, she may 
do so, just as the publican won his bet over St. 
Swithin’s Day, and we all dread a wet St. Swithin’s 
as a consequence. The shell of the egg can in no 
way affect the sex of the chick, neither can the 
sex of the chick affect the shell of the egg. Never- 
theless, if by any chance the birds hatched from 
those eggs turn out all pullets, where shall I hide 
my diminished head. I wonder if my corres- 
pondent had read this little story in a new cookery 
book instead of an old one, whether she would 
have had any faith in it or not. 


BREEDING FROM PULLETS. 

[ have received the following interesting letter 
from Mr. A. F. Tomey. While -breeding - from 
pullets is generally condemned it has been accepted 
for some time that matured pullets in their prime 
make the very best of breeders. 

Mr. Tomey should not lose sight of the fact that 
he has breed from selected pullets. 

The danger lies when breeding from immature 
pullets, more particularly those precocious birds 
which never attain full development, and from 
pullets which have laid very heavily. 

In my view, ‘an early-April Leghorn pullet is a 
better breeder in February than she is two months 
later, when she is exhausted by heavy egg. pro- 
duction. I do not believe that mating with a 
second-season male has any advantage. You 
cannot compensate for immaturity on the female 
side by mating to an old male. . However, Mr. 
Tomey’s letter is of great interest :— 

‘ Dear Sir,—The subject of Pullet Breeding aroused my 
curiosity owing to the number of people who condemned the 
practice. Lecturers and writers developed a habit of condemn- 
ing pullet breeding probably because they felt on safe ground. 
That is was a habit I proved by writing/to.a number of them, 
asking for their authority.. The replies I received were dis- 


appointing and gave me no assistance, so IT decided to investi) 
gate the matter myself. 

To begin the experiment I was in doubt as to whether ] 
should mate a cockerel with pullets, or use a two-year-old male; 
To help in the solution of this point I ran together in a field! 
male and female birds of ages ranging from eight months’ $4 
three years. Nature has evidently provided birds with the 
instinct for proper selection for breeding, far I noticed thaj| 
the three-year-old male birds passed over the two and three yeaa 
females in favour of the pullets, and in a lke manner the 
cockerelis preferred the more mature hens. I therefore selected 
a vigorous! three-year male and mated him to three pullets wath! 
good records and laying large-sized eggs. 

These pullets had been hatched in ithe first- week of June and! 
commenced to lay at Christmas, and had been Jaying two months! 
when mated in February. On 10th March I placed thirteen oj 
the eggs im a small incubator, and on 2nd April eleven. egg; 
hatched, the remaining two having chicks dead-in-shell. ] 
purposely did not calll in the assistance of a broody hen, bull 
reared ‘the chicks in. a foster-mother. Of these chicks eighi| 
proved to be pullets and the other three cockerels. 

As I intended breeding from these pullet ¢hicks in the fol) 
lowing spring, I fed them well wumitil they were six month 
cld, and then put them on to a breeding instead of laying mash| 

Every one of the eight laid in October, and during the first} 
year the pen totalled nearly two thousand eggs, .and at the en 
of their second season the total was 3,605. By the time thi) 
publets were in full lay the weight of each egg was not les 
than 24 ozs., while several of the birds were laying 24-oz. egge| 

In the next breeding season these ‘eight pulllets were mate 
to a two-year-old male, and from the chicks hatched twenty-fry 
pullets were selected to continue the experiment. The weigh) 
of egg of this third generation was again maintained, ani 
only one bird of the twenty-five laid eggs under 21 ozs., whik 
several laid 2} and 23-oz. eggs. 

From these twenty-five pullets I selected eight, and mater 
them to a second-year male. From the eggs laid I placed thre, 
sittings under broody hens with the following results :—(a) Hlevei 
chicks out of twelve eggs, one dead-in-shell; (b) twelve chick 
out of twelve eggs; and (c) thirteen chicks out of thirteel| 
eggs. I sold a good many sittings from this pen as puile| 
breds, and my customers had results as good as mine. 

During this experiment I have been very careful to compam| 
the pullet-bred pullets with pullets hatched from older . binds| 
and I have mot yet found any point in-which the pullet-bret 
birds are in any way inferior—in fact, on a percentage, the 
are betiter. { 

The stamina of the third generation shows no sign of weaken| 
ing. The three original pulllets and their eight chicks are still 
alive, while of the twenty-five, one caught a chill during a 
first moult and one other develcped a prolapse of the oviduct 
The weight off egg remains not less than 21-ozs., while som) 
lay up to 23-oz. eggs regularly. 

I might explain that I purposely chose the first three pulllet 
on account of their large eggs. Two of them laying 23-0z. egg 
and the other 2}-cz. My reason being that with such weight 
it would be easy to tell if the weight of egg diminished in ¢h) 
succeeding generations. The weight dropped slightly with th 
first chicks, and this I attribute to the male bird, who did no 
possess thie large-egg factor, but in the next generation th 
average weight increased. Im testing for fertility I discovere! 
no difference from my older birds, which have a fertility pet 
centage varying from 96 to 98 per cent. 

A point frequently brought forward against pullet breeding i 
that the eggs do not hatch welll in incubators. The fact tha 
practically every fertile pullet egg will hatch under a her 
whereas a good percentage will not hatch in an incubator, jj 
not a point against pullet breeding, but against the incubater. | 

I have hatched 75 per cent. of these eggs in an incubatol 
but I think that hatchability is largely controlled by the weathe 
affecting the breeding stock, 

For this experiment I chose White Leghorns, because I hay 
found them extremely hardy and less liable to ‘‘ throw backs } 
than most breeds. To breed from pullets of composite breedi| 
such as Rhode Island Reds, would not be advisable if on) 
wanted to breed for colour. >. | 

In. conclusion, I would say that from my experiment, extent 
ing over four years, I have failed to find any reason againil] 
pullet breeding for egg production.”’ X 
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Correspondence. 


SEE.) ESE eS 
B-W.D. AND ROUP. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


+ 


Dear Sir,—Your advocacy of the “‘ bath and clean 
art principle, as applied to poultry, in preference 
emore modern and expensive metkods of prevention 
id cure of menace (by inoculation or otherwise) can- 
wi, I think, be repeated too often 

‘T have thought of this im connection with the pro- 
inence which has recently been given in ‘‘Eges’’ to 
e alleged prevention and curative properties of 
Visol.’’ 

‘Mr. Brain could xnaturally no more eliminate 
Visol’”’ from: his interesting and valuable contribu- 
ys to an important discussion om disease, than Mr. 
lek was able to keep King Charles’ head out of his 
emorial. But it is surely carrying matters rather 
tto reverse the order of things by seeking tu make 
@ disease, or 2 number of diseases, fit our parti- 
lar remedy ? 

By ail means tet manufacturers advertise their 
es in the columns set apart for that purpose, and 
we the poultry-keeper some choice as to the actual 
medy he will apply. Some of us still think that a 
astic application of the ‘‘bath and clean shirt’’ prin- 
ile, coupled with a. judicious use of—say, pure 
[phate of copper, may be as equally efficacious as, 
d far less expensive than, any nostrum on the 
arket. 

[may, of vourse, be unduly prejudiced in classing 
St proprietors of patent medicines with the Doctor 
Gil Bias,’’ who applied the same remedy to ail 
‘patients, no matter what their symptoms mi ght be. 
Yibled them, and told them to drink hot water. 
ose whio recovered doubtless became firm believers 
(the treatment, whilst others who did not had no 
dortunity of expressing am opinion, and this, from 
+ Doctor's point of view, was highly satisfactory. 

| Yours faithfully, 

| HUGH M. BAKER. 


» THE POULTRY FARMER AND HIS 
PAPPLIANCES FOR REARING CHICKS. 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.”’ 


Major C. Hesketh appeared under the above 
ding. 

daving made a very special study of chicken rear- 
amd the. appliances most suitable for the prurpose 
writer must take exception to certain of the state- 
nts contained in the article referred to. 

Major Hesketh classes all conical metal hovers in 
Wategory, irrespective of the fiact that some of 
8€ ware desioned by mere tinsmiths, whilst others 
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are the result of many yeams of close study of ‘‘Biddy’”’ 
and her nurslings 

We aill know full welll that no ‘‘ machine’’ can meet 
all the conditions of nature, though a near approach 
certainly can be attained. Major Hesketh states, re 
fresh air, ‘In the hover type this enters alll round, 
and there is not, and eannot be, tan efficient protection 
against draughts, though there is an idea that if the 
lover is raised above ground level, or screened by a 
curtain or a fender, that tthe draughts are prevented. 
Obviously this cannot be, for the fundamentals of the 
design are opposed to the exclusion of draughts ”’ 

Now the first hover of this type was designed by 
the present writer to meet a diong-felt need, at a time 
when he was rearing lange numbers of chicks. 

Unless ground draughts in Major Hesketh’s district 
are dissimilar to thogea in other parts of the world, he 
cannot fail to realise that the very construction of 
this hover must cause the harmful draught to be 
drawn by the lamp under the platform—away from 
the chicks—ensuring a steady and even circulation of 
hot air betweom the heating plates. 

Fresh air is essential to health, but there is a vast 
difference netween this and ground draught 

The curtain is used not as a draught screen but as 
near as possible the comfortable homeliness of mother- 
hen’s feathers; the sight of the chicks circled around 
the outer circumference of-the radiated warmth with 
the curtain resting lightly upon their backs is sufficient 
proof to the observant poultryman that all is well and 
comfortable. 

Perforated floors are wrong in principle obviously, 
the draught being diverted thereby from its harmless 
channel. 

Nothing ean beat a solid wood floor—as previded— 
if covered with absorbent litter to prevent undue 
ammoniation of excreta. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. POWELL. 


SEX-LINKAGE. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Mr. Newman,—It is very good of Mr. Burn 
Murdoch tc give his comments upon the above, but 
I am sorry he has not dealt with the important finan- 
cial side of the matter. In my previous letter in deal- 
ing with a farm of 2,500 layers I endeavoured to make 
it clear that 200 would have to be pedigree stock for 
the production of the balance of 1,700. Let us go a 
little further than this: Say 1,000 of the layers were 
pedigree stock (Black Leghorns and Cuckoos). and the 
balance of 1,500 the result of the cross In usual 
practise on a 2,500 birds farm one would replace 1,250 
each year; that would mean 590 of the pedigree birds 
and 750 of the cross. Tio produce this 750 sex-linked 
pullets one would roughly have to ineubate 3,000 eggs. 
These would give us 2,250 chicks—and mow, here is 
the point—we should onlly have to rear half of these 
chicks. That would inean halving the cost of brooder- 
house establishment, heating, feeding, and labour 
charges. It is beside the point for Mr. Murdoch to 
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say ‘‘give me pume-breds.’’ I stated just the same, ted within fine limits. As they are installed on § 


with perhaps more emphasis. This is a commercial 
proposition, and as such it will stamd or fall. 

I gather from Mr. Murdoch’s Jetter—erroneously 
perhaps—that he has veen in the chicken farming busi- 
niess for a number of yeans; and, possibly, being a truly 
conservative Englisnhinan, is a. little disinclined to 
accept a new proposition. When chicken farming is a 
hobby one can afford to be so; but, if a ‘profit has to 
be made, then one must consider any where or when it 
is possible to make a saving. 

Doubtless I did not make myself clear in certain 
respects of my own methods of farming. In response 
to the first oaragraph of Mr. Murdoch’s letter may I 
state that T have upwards of 900 trap-niests i use on 
my farm. and that every pullet considered of sutffi- 
cient value to be put into tthe layimg-houses is trap- 
nested, and ail those that lay more than 90 eggs by 
the end of March are trap-nested for the rest of the 
vear. The breeders ane chosen from the flatter, pro- 
vided they have laid a minimum of 180 2402. eggs, 
and these are trapped until they ame disposed of. So, 
to quote Mr. Murdoch, the “‘amnexe”’ of 200. pure- 
breds (which ] am sure I placed 1at_800) would not cost 
a great deai to run on this farm. Amd most com- 
mercial egg farms have realised by now, I think, that 
they must tnap-nest. I am afraid Iam rather apt to 
write and taik as if everyone did things properly ; 
maybe they are the ones that matter most when deal- 
ing with problems of advancement of the serious busi- 
ness of poultry farming. 

Thank you, Mr Editor, for alllowing me to enlarge 
my views on this difficult problem. 

Yours very sincerely, 


W. R MORRIS HAMMOND. 
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THE POULTRY FARMER AND HIS 
APPLIANCES. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—As my card will indicate, I am not a 
poultry breeder. but my qualificatioms permit me to 
take an intelligent interest im ‘such \appliiamees. 

My wife, a member of the §.P.B.A., as an 
enthusiastic and intelligent breeder, but as they said 
in the army: “‘I am for it’? when it comes to devices 
sueh as broodens and ineubators. I think, with the 
help of some of my improvements amid additions, 
together with her untiring watchfulness, she hhias ob- 
tained better results than many from the various types 
of brooders. 

We have four or five kinds of those which Major 
Hesketh so adequately and justly disparages. The 
best description that I have for them is that ‘‘somie are 
less worse than others.’’ None of them makes the 
slightest attempt to automatically grapple with the 
wide variations of temperature prevalent at the time 
of the year when they are mostly used. I endorse all 
that Major Hesketh says in respect to the cheap, 
nasty, inefficient and extravagant lamps, with their 
ill-fitting chimneys and inadequate adjusting 
mechanism which does not permit of them being adjus- 


| 


October 28th, 1925) | 


windy day all biow out immediately it is required ¢) 
adjust, clear, fill, or even open to examine the chicks 
Major Hesketh ‘has faithfully dealt with the ditt 
culties of cleaaing, ete., and now that we have bot 
dilated upon the falllures of the existing types, I hop 
that we shall not have to cali for armed protectiol 
from the makers thereof. 
Your correspondent, however, ‘talks tantalizingly (| 
a brooder he considers ideal. Does he only do th 
to make us all envious, or does he like the idea « 
dloating over the many of us who will be runny 
around these cold wintry nights, whilst he is restin| 
comfortably and contentedly by his fireside? I bey 
him to put us out of our misery and anxiety, am 
tell us whether and for what fee he will divulge th) 
secret, or is he proposing to market it in the ne 
futume, and if so to whom we can apply for particulars 
In the alternative I shall have to try and devise som) 
thing to rival Major Hesketh in order that my wr 
and self may look forward to peace and contentme) 
during the cuming hatching season. !f lamps are | 
be the solution of the difficulty, I have an idea thi 
a blue or atimospherie liame is the thing. 1 wond| 
if Major Hesketh’s brooder embodies this feature, | 
if any of your readers know of such a lamp. 
Yours faithfully, 
FRANK G. CUNDY, 
A.M.1.A.K., F TcAgry| 


FARMERS AND FOWLS. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’ 


Dear Sir,—T enitinely fail to see the point, or air 
point in ““Birmincham’s ”’ letter in your issue” [ 
October 14th. He wiiites of Dr. Crowther’s ‘“ aftr 
dinner speech,’’ but after very carefully consideriy 
his letter 1 fail to see how any other construction ¢t 
be put on it, but that it isa very much “‘after dinnp 
epistle.’’ It is the kindest way of saying that } 
obviously knows nothing of the subdjeet on which } 
has the ternerity to write. 

I have always followed Professcr Malden’s artiels 
on agriculture with great interest, and was the m@ 
astcnished that he saw fit to make those most m> 
leading statements about poultry-keeping and 
value of the egg as the food for man. He (Profeset 
Malden) infers that all the food consumed by the hi 
could be far more profitably used to keep man alliB 
rather than the hen, amd that half the wheat of $s 
country is consumed by poultry. How will “‘ Birmiz: 
ham’’ agree with that? I can tell him that event 
this is the case it proves more conclusively the nee 
sity of keeping more and more poultry. If there ws 
no market for wheat. very much smaller quantits 
would be grown than there even iis at present!! =| 

But I suppose ‘‘Birmingham’’ does mot consikt 
arable farming is important or necessary to 18 
country, and he certainly does not appear to (hk? 
given it a thought (even if he has the power tc do so} 

He apparently reads carefully excerpts taken fina 
articles and papers, and-forms his conclusions, whit 
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le cannot express. He does not convey what he meams, 
w 1am sure none can fathom what he is driving at 
om his letter, except that he requires still cheaper 
gas, cheaper tabila poultry, and cheaper food, irres- 
ective of the conditions of the producer and the 
‘forkers in this depressed industry. No wonder he 
mites under a_non-de-plume! ! 


He asks: “If anyone ts able to point out in them 
Poultry, I assume) anything of substantial import 
etrimental to vagriculture.’’ I would like to answer 
ais by saying I was bound to infer that Professor 
Malden was trying to prove this, nay more, that it was 
‘ven at entail ee the interests the oe pcre 
jour excellent leader of September th, and the 
uber privents and ugreements, until ““Birmmgham”’ 
aw fit to be sorry for the absent Mr. Malden © 


Yours faithfully, 
i J P HARDING 


| THE WADHURST BRANCH. 


I 


The Fifth Annual Show of the Branch was held 

/t ‘“‘ The Hut,’’ Best Beech Hill, Wadhurst, on 

¥ednesday, September 30th. The judge was Mr. 
. J. Falkenstein, of Rotherfeld. 


| 

| 

| There were 86 birds and 14 plates of eggs 
‘xhibited. Mr. G. W. Pritchard again won the 
Jhallenge Cup with a White Wyandotte hen, also 
Silver Spoon for a Light Sussex cockerel, Messrs: 
)uff and Bennet Silver Spoon for White Leghorn 
millet, Mr. E. Gardner, Silver Spoon for Rhode 
sland Red pullet. 

| 


(The bags of meal, presented by the Heathfield 
‘nd District Poultry- keepers’ Association, were 
ie by Messrs. Luff and Bennet,-A. E. Gallup, 


/ W. Pritchard, and J. Everard. Prizes in the | 


i classes, given by Miss Hollis for best eggs in 
hite, Brown and tinted, were all won by J. 


| 
4 


Verard. 


Leghorns and Wyandottes still seem to be the 
jWourite breeds in-the district, but Rhodes are 
) close third, and Light Sussex are steadily gain- 
‘ig ground. Some excellent birds were shown in 
\classes. In the duck exhibits the Buff Orping- 
mM again takes the first place. 


= 
a ine r. 

“tough I know there are some people who would like 
Wabolish the’ moult altogether. 

If the duck is the right kind -of bird she will tals 
e Beh time over the moulti ing process, and it is a 
istake to interfere with nature more than is neces- 
fy in obtaining a reasonable profit. 


A discussion on some of the other factors which 
fect the moult wouid be very interesting, but my 
W@incompicte knowledge and lack of space forbid a 
/ tther dissertation now. 
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Utility Duck Club Notes. 


By HUGH B. CARRINGTON. 
SEE SE cerrncoe cere 


In my last notes I believe I somewhat rashly volun- 
teered to make further remarks about the moult among 
ducks. Since then several correspondents have w ritten 
me on the subject. Among the questions asked is 
the following:—How long should a duck take to 
moult, and how long willl at be before she begins to 
lay again? 


This is an exceedingly difficult question to answer 
concisely, for many factors control both the tims 
taken over the moult, and the time which will elapse 
before eggs are again laid. The chief factors are the 
breeding, ‘feeding anid management of the birds, their 
health, “date of hi atching, number of eggs laid prior to 
the moult, and that always very uncertain factor— 
the weather. 

Perhaps the easiest way to amswer the question is 
to give an actual example. To do this, and be sure 
of the facts it is mecessamy for me to name one of 
my own Fawn and White Runners, No. 842. She is 
typical of the good laying type, well bred, from a dam 
with a record of 212 egos in her pullet year, by a 
drake out of a 314-ego “duck. She began to lay on 
November i5th, i924, started to moult on August 
18th, and began laying agaim on October 5th. Her 
record up to Aucust 18th was 232 very fine eggs, and 
she is now laying a magnificent ege of about Sozs. in 
weight daily. Her actual rest was six weeks nd five 
days—-to my mind a reasonable and niormal rest for a 
bird of this quality. It may safely he taken that such 
a rest is about the avenage for welll-bred heavy laying 
ducks. 

I have known mamy birds take much shorter nests ; 
cthers much lonesr ones; but for thier health I con- 
gider ithis off-period of mearly seven weeks most satis- 
factory. 

She will very likely lay a batch of 50 or 60 eggs 
now with hardly a check, just when egys are at a nice 
price. She may lay a ea many more, but I hope 
nob, as it will be much fbetter from a breeding point 
of view if she rests again before her eggs are needed 
for incubating next year. The factors influencing the 
period of the moult and rest are most of them touched 
on in the details given of 842’s history, but «a word 
may be said about feeding. Thiis was exactly the 
same throughout the rest period as it hiaid been  pre- 
viously, that is, my usual nation for the time of year. 
Naturally when not egg producing, this duck eats 
far less than niormalllly, but shie was alllowied to eat just 
as much as she wanted. In my opinion ducks ame 
far ‘better judges of how much thiey need than their 
masters or mistresses, which is my reason for coun- 


selling people never to ration the amount of mash 


given. 

Finally { do not believe in adding linseed to the 
mash a the idea of hastening the mont. Surely 
we are already expecting a oweiat deal of our birds, 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


Rev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer, all queries relating to Ducks. Im cases of extreme 
urgency aliswer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columms, 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“BODIES ”’ for post-mortem examination should be sent _ to 
Majer C. G. Saunders, D.S.0,, B.V.Sc.. M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death. marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. ‘Ihe name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch-and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Piost-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem ‘examina- 
tions. Members of the 8.P.B.A4. are entitled fo a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders). 


ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns. except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


N. R. (Hants) has 30 White Leghorn pullets, 
hatched April 15th, which have been doing ex- 
tremely well up to about a week ago, when he 
began to notice feathers about the run and house, 
but could not find out the culprit to remove her, 
and now there are a lot more about, in spite of 
continually removing them. They are separated 
from hens that are moulting by a stretch of about 
20 feet between the runs, ‘and they cannot com- 
fortably s€e one another. He moved the pullets 
into their winter quarters about a week ago. Now 
they are right off their food, the droppings very 
liquid and yellow, sometimes with blood in them. 
The feeding has been: Morning, one handful. of 
grain, wheat, oats, and kibbled maize, between 
every three birds ; dry mash, consisting of : 1 bran, 
2 middlings, 1 S.G. oats, 1 maize meal (which he 
has just introduced), and 5 per cent, fish meal. 
The latter he is gradually bringing up to 10 per 
cent. Night feeding : One handful of grain to each 
bird. He has given them Glauber salts now and 
starving for 24 hours. He wishes to know if the 
mash is the best he can give, and whether there 
is anything he can do to brighten them up as they 
are now inclined to sit about, and to stop this 
premature moult and bring them into lay in due 
course, which would be, he supposed, in about a 
fortnight’s time.—I am a little puzzled as to what 
my correspondent means. He talks about finding 
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the culprit to remove her, and ‘one imagines that 
be thinks his hens have been feather-plucking§ 
but apparently they are dropping feathers, and 
this is very unusual with Leghorns hatched Apmil 
r5th. Whether they have been very badly 
frightened by this continual removal or have been 
frightened in any way;I cannot say, but this would) 
occasion the moult. It would have helped matters] 
had he sent me a sample of his foodstuffs. What) 
is the fish meal ‘like, “N. R.”?-- The dose @@ 
Glauber salts was correct, if not too big-a one, but} 
I fail to see the advantage in starving them for 
24 hours: The mash is quite a good one. 4 
could have helped ‘‘N. R.’’ a great deal more #f 
he had sent me samples of the foods he is using, 
All he can do now is to feed the birds as he has 
been doing, but pay particular attention to the 
ingredients of the mash, ) 

H. S. W. (Waterfoot) has rented some extra} 
grass land, on which*the wants to run poultry, but} 
can only manage to attend to them once a day.) 
He wishes to know how to feed for eggs, and 
whether I advise wet.or dry mash, or grain alone, 
and whether he would be obliged to add clover 
meal or alfalfa during the winter months. Tue 
best thing he can do is to feed on dry mash, having} 
this in hoppers always before the birds, and, m 
addition to this, have an automatic grain hopper. 
The mash should be (by measure). four measures 
of bran, three middlings, two maize meal, and one 
meat~and bone meal. If we have a hard winter 
when the grass is of little value, it would be 
advisable to replace one measure of the ‘bran with} 
one of alfalfa meal. As he can only attend 
the birds once a day, the automatic grain hopper 
would ensure their receiving the full amount of 
grain they require. j 


E. C. B. Boucher’s Rhode Island Red (1924) Hen No. 41. 2 


Record, 311. W.R.(S.P.B A.), 89... Egg, 23-0zs, “ay 


: 
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! Modern Poultry Feeding. 


| By TOM NEWMAN. 
CEST REE 
FOOD AND HEALTH. 


‘A correspondent wuites :— 


‘During the early part of the week I noticed one 1924 hen 
gidedly off colour, off her food, and very dark about the head, 
@ Was a vigorous layer. and I put ib down to ovary trouble, 
d@ thought no more about ti On Wednesday I noticed a general 
tilessness amongst the hens and the late ppulllets, imcluding the 
st 1924 hen I have. Yesterday I examined the latter and also 
3 sick hen, and found their crops hhard but not unusually 
jtended. I shut both wp, gave each a dose of castor oil, and 
wsaged the crop Later in the day I repeated the massage 
d gave olive oil @luring the day my wife gave them only 
ead and milk). This morning both had lost the darkness of 
mb, etc:, and appeared much better. Their excreta during the 
ght was considerable, and of a greenish-blue colour. 
Yesterday the trouble seemed to spread to the early pullets. 
the morning I noticed liquid excreta on the dropping boards, 
d last night both pens left over (half thei grain ration (they 
sared up the wheat, some of the oats, but refused the maize). 
1e cockerels -are as Vigorous a9 ever, although on Wednesday I 
d a clear case of crop-boutd amongst them. This I opened, 
d the bird is going on well, 
I might mention that my egg yield has suddenly dropped to- 
y to 20 (all small and wather- white eggs), whereas I have 
‘en averaging over 40 a day, and a finer sample of eggs I had 
‘wish to see. ‘The grain is the same as used for the last 
yee weeks. I enclcse samples. This consignment of mash I fed 
rthe first time on Sunday last, and in appeamance it seems 
nilar to the usual mash supplied (sample eniclosed). 
Now everything points to the mish, but I should much appre- 
we your opinion, Not one of my early pulllets is showimeg signs 
‘moulting, although I.am afraid this set-back may cause it. 
‘A few from each pen are dark in the comb, many are off their 
ed,-and a few are hs active ag ever. Now the cockerels have 
d the same graim and mash, although having some good mid- 
ings to use ap I have given them 50 per cent. mash and 50 per 
‘nt. middlings, 
(Sunday) ‘To-day I find that tthe trouble hias spread, especially 
pong the early and late pullets. Some are very dark in the 
mb. which in some cases has seemed to shrink and flop over, 
have ‘handled these, and although they have eaten practically 
ithing today, their crops are hard and full.’ To-day’s egg 
ipply, 22, small and white shelled. I tried all pens with maize 
fain to-night, but all (excepting cdckerels) refused to look at 
valthongh they eat fair amount of wheat and oats (mixed) 
fered after the maize. 
I might add that the pelvic bones of all the affected birds 
é still open, showing that it has affected ithe layers.’ 


‘Examination of the meat and bone meal sent 
‘vealed the fact 'thiat it contained a very high per- 
‘mtage of the hide and hair. It was not ia good sample. 
he hide, of course, would tbe very indigestible, and 
te hair might have caused crop trouble, but ‘the hard 
‘ops described by the writer were not due to this, 
ut to arrested digestion caused by musty food. 

(On examination of the mash sent I found it had a 
istinctly musty smell. and it is to this we must attri- 
ute the condition of the birds 

'T mention this principailly because it would consider- 
bly hielp readers who are in difficulty in this way, if 
ley would look for signs of must in the mash, or in 
Oy particular ingredient in the food, so that they 
light take immediate action to prevent further 
‘ouble. One always suspects the fish real or any 
mm of animal protein, in the first place. As I have 
tevious!y stated, much trouble in this direction has 
een, caused by the excess of oil in the fish meal. 


If the food is discovered to be musty, the wisest 
counse is to serap it at once, but if we decide to be 
economical (??) it might be scalded with boiling 
water before feeding. This will destroy the mould. I 
do not, however, necommend thils latter course, as in 
any case moulldy food is not an encouragement to good 
appetites. . Birds suffering from ‘this trouble should 
be immediately given a mild dose of Eom salts. 
Castor oil is not a good medicine for poultry. 

It is a question hene where a little observation may 
result in quick action, and ja good deal of possible loss 


‘saved. Delay in such a ease is dangerous, as the feed- 


ing of mouldy food, although it may not be fatal, will 
frequently upset birds enough to throw a healthy lot 
of birds into a inouit, with a consequent loss in egg 
production. z 


In reply tio a query flast week I advised the Querist, 
whose birds were kept im an exposed position, to give 
no oats in the grain feed at this season of the year. 
The resu't of this has been a letter from ‘‘G. B.,’’ 
who informs me that he had fed oats with god 
results, and cannot understand my advice. 

That is hardly the point. I have no doubt thiat 
oats ean be fed with fairly good results during the 
winter months, but maize is essentially a better egg 
producer than oats, because of its much higher oil 
content. 

I was not arguing, as my correspomdent seems to 
think, that you cannot produce eggs when feeding oats. 
That would bie absurd. It is a question of whiich is 
the best food to produce eggs, and unquestionably 
maize is superior to oats in this respect. I would not 
recommend maize In any great quantity for growing 
stock, nor for fattening, as, in the latter case, it 
results in the accumulation of a great deal of internal 
fat which does not mean the production cf ideal, table 
poultry; but maize as an ege produccc is undoubtedly 
superior to any of the other grains or cereals. 


JHE ANTI-STERILE VITAMIN. 


This is Vitamin “‘H,’’ amid has recently been dis- 
eovered. We are told that without it, both for male 
and female, the egg will mot be fertilised. Formerly 
this vital principle was recognised as being in fat 
Soluble “‘D,’’ but it has now been definitely shown 
that 1t is separate and distinet from fat Soluble ‘‘D.”’ 
Recognised as the essential vitall element without 
which the calcium (lime salts) and the phiosphiates 
cannot be laid down in thle bone of the growing chick. 
Tn short, it controls the calcium amd phosphate meba- 
olism 

As the result of a shortage of Vitamin ‘‘D,’’ rickets 
will result. 

Fai Soiuble ‘‘E.’* exists abundiantly in the organs of 
certain plants, «specially seeds and green leaves. 
Drying does not impair fits value. so that pulvertised 
alfalfa leaves, if fresh, will form @ giood source of this 
vital elenient. It is allso found in oils, whille the Fat 
Soluble ‘D’’ and ‘‘A’’ are not; such oills as Wesson 
Oil, Olive Dil, and Cocoanut Oil have been tested. 
Also: wheat serms. cottonseed oil contain it. Experi- 
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ments have shown thiat milk fat and cod liver oil are 
poor in it. a 

The above is taken from the ‘‘Poultry ‘Tribune’’ for 
October. 


We must await events before we venture to com- 
ment on it. We are slowly making our way down the 
‘‘Aliphabet of Vitamins, ’’ having now arrived tat ‘‘E,”’ 
after a doubtful start with ‘‘A’’ amd “B.’’ 


ao 


YORKSHIRE EEDERATION LAYING TESTS. 


CUP WINNERS AND FINAL PLACINGS. 


The final report of the Yorkshire Federation Laying Tests 
held in conjunction with the ‘Daily Dispatch” at Otley from 
September, 1924, to September, 1925, is issued to-day. The principal 
winners were :— e 

“Daily Dispatch” Gold Challenge Cup (with Silver Replica) 
for the best pen in the test, R.. Rodwell, Nelson. | 

“Mrs, Clay” Silver Cup for the second best pen in the test, 
Mrs. Clay, Long Preston, W. Yorks. tes , 

‘““Miss Delaney” Silver Cup for the best “ Individual Bird” 
in the test, Mrs. Clay, Long Preston. j : 

Class A.: Sectionl. -Waie Leghorns.—‘tom Barren” Silver 
Cup and Gold Medal, R, Rodwell, Nelson; Silver Medal, Mrs, Clay, 
Long Preston; Bronze Medal, R. H. Fryers, Bradley, Keighley. 

Section 2.—Black Leghorns.—‘ Frank Snowden” Silver Cup 
and Gold Medal, R. Rodwell, Nelson; Silver Medal, A. White, 
Malpas: Bronze Medal, Mrs. Clay, Long Preston. 

Section 4.—White Wyandottes——° Jack Wrennall” Silver Oup 
and Gold Medal, Dr. Helm, Newchurch-in-Rossendale; Silver 
Medal, E. Watson, Earby, Lancashire; Bronze Medal, A. Snowden, 
Pool, near Leeds. 

Section 5.—Rhode Island Reds.—‘‘ Fred Simpson” Silver Cup 
and Gold Medal, Messrs. Sutton and Son, Little Hoole, Preston; 
Silver Medal, M. A. Hindmarsh, Skelton-by-York; Bronze Medal, 
Sharp Bros., Bell Busk. ; 

Section 6.—A.0.Y. (Henvy Breed).—‘Will. Hamnett ” Silver 
Cup and Gold Medal (Lt. S.), Messrs. Davey and Sons, Sutton, 
Keighley; Silver Medal (Bf. R.), Messrs. Wright and_ Fortune, 
tiddleden, Keighley; Bronze Medal (Lt. 8.), J. N. Readman, 


Gribthorpe, Howden 
SINGLE BIRDS. 


Class C: Section 9.—A.V. (Light Breeds)—Gold Medal, Wm. 
Wharton, Keighley; Silver Medal, Mrs.’ E. Kaye, Pool, near 
Leeds; Bromze Medal, Messrs. J. and W. Brayshaw, Keighley. 

Section 10.—A.V. (Heavy Breeds).—‘‘Sir Donald Horsfall’’ Cup 
and Gold Medal, Messrs. M. B. and A. Robinson, Bawtry; Silver 
Medal, H. Downsbrough, Bradshaw; Bronze Medal, Mrs. Hawkes- 
worth, Pool, near Leeds. : 

_ The general poultry-kieper has little knowledge of the dimen- 

sions of the tests that have been so successful at Otley. There 
were 522 birds and 81 reserves. No fewer than 92,477 eggs were 
laid in trapnests, and 1,405 were floor eggs. The average egg 
yield for the 48 weeks was 183.2 per bird, and the average egg 
ler of poner e pits 156. 

The total value of the eggs (excluding floor-laid eggs) 
£827 13s. 3id., or an average of £1 13s. ie bird. Decker 

The tests for 1925-6 promise to be an even greater success 
than those for last year, for 723 birds have arrived at the test 
ground, an increase of 120 on last year. 

__ White Leghorns again led the test with an average of 201.9. 
the highest individual bird records were 276 by a White Leghorn 
owned by Mrs, Clay and 27i by a Rhode Island Red owned by 
M, A. Hindmarsh, though in the single bird section’ the highest 
egg value was made by a Light Sussex owned: by A. Robinson 


(247 eggs). 
TOTAL FOOD CONSUMED. 


It is interesting to find that the total amount - 
fumed was 184 cwt. of Gorn, 2294 cwt. of mbale a f= apa 
shell grit—a total of 4444 cwt. The value of the food consumed 
was £127 3s 6d. for corn. £177 8s. 3d. for meal and medicines, and 
£9 7s. 6d. for grit, making a total of £313 19s. 3d. Each bird 
consumed on an average 86 lb. of food, equal to iis. per bird 
Nhe average egz value of the various breeds were:—White 
Leghorns. £1 16s. 2d: Black Leghorns, £1 15s. 03d.; White Wyan- 
dottes, £1 138. 74d.; Rhode Island Reds, £1 14s. Sd. 
inate upets a ae nye laid 259 eggs or cver. 
: ion 1.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 1160 eggs; Mrs. Cl z 
prey = HEN PPL ae Keiehiey: 1073. og 
Section 2.—R. well, -Nelson, 1123;. A. i! 
Cheshire, 1049: Mrs. Clay, I ong Praeson, 1020" ee en: 
_ Section 4.—Dr. J. E. Helm, Newchuch-in-Rossendale, 1032, E. 
W atson, Harby, 1017; A. Snowdon, Pool, Leeds, 1073. 

_ Section 5.—Sutton and Son, Little Hoole, Preston, 1080; M. A. 
Hindmarsh, Skelton, York, 884; Sharp Bros., Bell Busk, 892 

Section 6.—Davey and Son, Sutton, Keighley (L.8.), 923; Wright 
ane {ate Keighley (B.Rk.), 51; J. N. Readman, Howden 

Section 9.—-Wm. Wharton, Keighley (W.L.), 2414: Mrs. E Kaye 
Pool, Leeds (W.L.), 241; J. and W. Brayshaw, Keighley (W.L.), 241. 

Section 19.—M. E. and A. Robinson, Bawtry (LS.)..247; H. 
Pawpebrongh, Bradshaw \W.W.), 258; Mrs. Hawksworth, Pool 
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WYE COLLEGE DUCK LAYING TEST, 1924-1925, held in conju 
tion with the N.U.V?.S, and U.D.C., at the South-Eastern Agrieu 
tural College, Wye, Kent, 


FINAL REPORT, 


Report for the Twelfth and Final Period (September 6th 
October 2nd, 1925).—The total number. of eggs laid during th 
period (28 days) has been _ 1,623; giving. an average per bird ¢ 
10.7 eges. as compared with 10.9 during the eleventh period. | 
total number of eggs laid to date has been 23,722, which give 
am average per bird of 156.06 eggs. : = 

Health.—The health of the birds throughout the period the 
been good. Moulting has continued at about the same rate g 
in the previous period. : =, 

Positions.—The leading. position in the whole test is taken } 
Miss Harrison Bell's Pen No. 11 (Khaki-Camptell), which haj) 
laid a total of 1,123 eggs, which gives an average per bird < 
224.6 eges Capt. R. A. Long’s Pen No. 1 (Khaki-Campbelli 
follows a good second, with a total of 1,090 eggs. giving am aye) 
age per bird of 218 eggs. This pen contains the bird (No. § 
which has made the highest seqaence during the test, viz., JJ 
eggs without a break. Hier final score is 261 eggs. 

The highest individual duck records are:—Miss Harri 
Bell’s K.O. No. 51. 277 vis.; Capt. R. A. Lomg’s K.-C. No 4, | 


Miss Harrison Bell’s K.-C. No. 54, 258. 
The leading pens in the Breed Sections are:— 
Khaki-Campbells._-Miss. Harrison Bell’s Pen No 11, 1118 pts 
Capt. R. A. Long’s Pen No. 1, 1089. 
Indian Runners.—Mr. W. BR. Partridge’s Pen No. 19 (W.), 91) 
Messrs. R. A. and A M. Johnson’s Pen No. 13 (W.), 899. aH 
Buff Orpingtons.—Capt. W. O’G. Cochrane’s Pen No. 22. 76 
Mr. ©. GC. Ghittenden’s Pen No. 24, 564. Y 
Magpies—Mr. C M. Goode’s Pen No. 26 (B. and W.), 830; M 
F. Boothroyd’s Pen No. 27 (B. and W.), 737. - : 


LIST CF AWARDS. . : 

Silver Cup. presented by the South-Eastern Agricultural @c 
lege, for the highest pen score in the Khaki-Campbell Sectio 
rae by Miss Harrison Bell, Welwyn, Herts. Pen No. 11. Seo 

Silver Cup, presented ‘by the South-Hastern Agricultural (& 
lege, for the highest score im the Indian Runner Section, won t 
W.R Partridge. Es, Girencester, Glos: Pen No. 19. Score 913, 

Silver Cup, presented by the South-Eastern Agricultural Co 
lege, for the highest score in the Buff Orpington Section, won t 
Capt. W. O’G. Cochrane, R.N., Ropley, Hants. Pen No. 2? 
Score 769. 

Silver Cup, presented by the South-Hastern Agricultural C¢ 
lege, for the highest score in the Buff Orpington Section, won t 
GC. N. Goode, Esq., Bletsoe, Bedford. Pen No 26. Score 830. — 

Certificates of Merit will be awarded by the South-Haster 
Agricultural College to the following, whose pens thaye scor 
an average of 170 or more eggs per bird:—Miss Harrison | 
Welwyn, Herts, 1118 pts.; Capt. R. A. Long, Shefford, Bedis, 108) 
Miss E. H. Lewer, Horeham Road, Sussex, 1002; Capt. Py 
Thompson, MC., South Milford, Yorks., $84;, Major J. G. Dugdal 
Cirencester, Glos., 938; Miss A. E.. Barr, “Bentley, Suffolk, 93 
Mrs. M. A. Gibson, Tonbridge, Kent, 911; H. W. Youmgs, Esq., No 
wick (four birds only), €62. Imdian Runner Section:-+W, . 
Partridge, Esq, Cirencester, Glos., 913; Messrs. R. A. and Ay] 
Met tester hy aay Glos., 899: The Molassine Oo., Litd., Twyfor 

erks, : 


HANTS COUNTY LAYING TRIALS. 


| 


1 
Figures are Eggs for Twelfth Period and Grand Total © | 
respectively. z | 


Section A.—Sapt. A. Munro-Spencer (W.L), 60, 4859; Mr. HL 
Hunter (W.L.), 25,4786; Mrs..Guy Harper (B.L.), 54, 4435; Mr. 
F. C: Holdaway (W.1L.), 41, 4392; Mr. R. McKenzie (W.1.), @ 
Capt. D. W. Gunston (W.L.), 73, 4162. 


Section B.—Mrs. J. M Drew (Buff Rk.), 56, 5528; Capt Dy 
Gunton (W.W.), 45, 4324; Mir. R. MeKenzie (W.W.), 35, 4190; Ml 
Mdwards (R.I.R., 43, 4947; Mr. H. R. Hunter (R.1R.), 33, 2929; 0 
F.C. Harvey (R.1.R.), 36, 3721. é 


Final Report of the Laying Trials 1921-25. 


The year just ended thas .been.a more successful one 0 
from the point cf view of health of the birds and egg product) 

The winming yens in each section show an increase of ef 
over the winmers cf last year’s test. . 

The leading ven in hight Breeds last year showed _an ‘avera 
of 146 ist and ’nd grade eggs, and this year the leading en) 
the same section shows an average of 181.7 ist and second gra 
eres. a. 
Tn the heavy breeds last year the averaze of the leading p 
was 173 ist and 2nd grade. while this year the leading pen of 
section shows ‘an average (of 200.7 ist and 2nd grade. : 

Only one pullet again this year reached a. total of 200% 
grade. and this was the same Lreed as the only bird to tea 
this figure. last year—a Buff Plymouth Rock, and again @ 
shows an increase on last year. The pullet in the last, ‘test 
reach thie total laid 214 ist grade and 1 ond grade egg; this ye 
the highest record is 296 ist grade and ‘0 2nd grade eggs. | 


* 
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The National Poultry 


Council Report. 


PEER RGU UMAR. TES OSS 


The Quarterly Meeting of the National Poultry 
uncil was held at 16, Bedford Square, on October 
ad, by kind permission of the British Dairy 
mmers’ Association, the President (Mr. Clem 
atson) being in the chair. ; 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
d confirmed. 

Mr. Edward Brown, in the absence of the 
easurer, presented his report. He drew _atten- 
m to the need for arousing public interest in the 
wk of the Council. He felt that the- work had 
d to be very greatly restricted.. There was 


gent need that the income should ‘be greatly in- 
2ased, and he called upon all those present to do 
air utinost to assist in placing the Council on 
more satisfactory footing. 
5.P.B.A. CONTRIBUTION.—Mr. Tom Newman, 
cretary of the S.P.B.A., said there had been a 
fy generous response on the part of members 
the appeal for the funds of the National Poultry 
muncil, and he had great pleasure in handing 
er to the Treasurer a cheque for 200 guineas. 
s had received instructions from the Council of 
e S.P.B.A. to point out that in the past four 
ars the S.P.B.A. had paid into the Exchequer 
‘the National Poultry Council the sums of 100 
tineas, £300, £256, 200 guineas, and the Council 
it advisable to say that the National Poultry 
uncil must not rely upon their making this 
peal each year, for they had schemes of their 
m which require financing, and, while they would 
t definitely say there would be no further appeals, 
e National Poultry Council must not consider 
at they could look to this as a regular source 
mcome. 
‘The President (Mr. Clem Watson) proposed that 
Very hearty vote of thanks should be accorded to 
é S.P.B.A. for their generosity in contributing to 
@ funds of the N.P.C. He pointed out that the 
P.B.A. had in previous years come to the rescue 
len they were in jeopardy, and he thought that 
‘other societies should endeavour to imitate their 
ample; that, as a fancier, he was bound to say 
at he felt that the ‘‘ Fancy’ was not pulling 
_weight, but he was making a special appeal 
them to support the N.P.C. within the next two 
three months. Professor Willard Thompson said 
had great pleasure in seconding the President. 
te resolution was then put and carried amidst 
plause. 
The President said that they had received a per- 
fal contribution of £20 from Mr. A. H. Brain, 
d they all appreciated his generosity. 
Mr. Brownson spoke of the generosity of Mr. 
ain in his personal contribution, also of the great 
Sistance he had been to the Council, and the 
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great work he had done. He proposed that a very 
hearty vote of thanks be accorded him, and that 
it should be recorded in the minutes. This was 
seconded by Mr. Tom. Barron, and carried unani- 
mously. 

The President reminded those present that his 
bird ‘‘ George’’ had collected £50 at Wembley for 
the Council. ‘‘ George’’ was loudly applauded. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.—The Executive 
Committee report was then submitted ‘by the Chair- 
man (Mr. Tom Newman), who formally moved its 
adoption. This was seconded by Mr. Stanley 
Street-Porter, and agreed. 


The Executive beg to report that it has held two meetings 
since: the last Council on July 17th, 1925. 

Administration.—In accordance with the changes in officers, 
the accounts have been transferred from Liloyd’s Bank, Nuneaton, 
to Ldoyd’s Bank, Law Courts Branch, London. 

Finance.—Statements will be presented as to the balances in 
Bank in the various funds. In view of the constantly increasing 
demands upon the Council in a multitude of directions, involving 
expenditure which cannot be avoided if the purposes of the 
Council have to be realised, it is imperative that a considerable 
increase of income shall be secured, in which direction the co- 
operation of all members of the Council and the societies, clubs 
and public bodies which they represent, is essential. Had it 
not been for the generosity of one society—the Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Associaticn—there would have been a heavy deficit 
during the last three years. The ‘time has arrived when every 
section of the poultry industry must take its reasonable share, 
ctherwise the work of the Council cannot be continued. This 
question is commended for serious consideration and action. 

Patron.—The following has been elected as patron:—Dr. J. L. 
Rosedale, The Hermitage, Wadhurst, Sussex. 

Conference on Marketing.—In conformity with the resolution 
adopted at the Chester meetiag in April last, arrangements have 
been made for a repfesentative Conference on the Marketing of 
Eggs and Poultry, to be held at the Holborn Restaurant, Lon- 
don, in January, 1926, to which invitations are being issued. 
It is hoped that there will be @, large attendance of those con- 
cerned in production, collection and distribution. From the fact 
that some ef the problems which are presenting themselves at 
the present time are specially important to farmers, and specialliy 
concern the supplies marketed by them, the Conference is being 
jointly convened by the National Poultry Council and the 
National Farmers’ Union. It will consist of representatives of 
societies and those engaged in distribution, and will not be 
open to the public. The National Poultry Council is asked to 
appoint six delegates. 

Poultry Farmers and Income Tax.—The test case which the 
Inland Revenue authorities have declared their intention of 
carrying into the High Court of Justice has not yet been heard. 
What are the reasons for delay have not been stated. Until an 
authoritative decision has been obtained which will be accepted 
as determining whether poultry farming is husbandry within the 
meaning of the Finance Acts, those engaged in this pursuit are 
subject to the pressure of the Income Tax collectors, who, in 
thé majority off instances, ignore the decisions of special com- 
missioners given in nearly-every section of the country, to the 
effect that poultry farmers should be assessed under Schedule B, 
as are those engaged in general agriculture. ‘Several additional 
cases have recently been decided to that effect. So far as is 
known, every case submitted to special commissioners has been 
in favour of the view held by the National Poultry Council. In 
not a few instances Income Tax inspectors have accepted these 
vulings when, upon the advice of the Council, the facts have 
been submitted to them. Attempts have been made, however, 
by others to introduce factors, such as the amount of food grown 
for the poultry. These have been resisted, as we are advised on 
high legal authority that they do not affect the main issue. The 
Council’s officials have continued to give advice in all cases asked 
fi Ww. 2 
Liability of Vendors of Eggs and Poultry.—Following upon 
announcements made that the Sale of Foods Act, 1895, extends 
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the liability of vendors of eggs for hatching, day-old chicks and 
stock birds to an extent which is practically unlimited, inclusive 
of -influences over which they can have-no control or without 
their knowledge or power, it is imperative that those who offer 
eges or birds for sale shall take steps to protect themselves by 
printing upon their letter paper and invoices announcements that 
they liability is limited to delivery af healthy birds, or that eggs 
supplied for hatching shall have, in addition to being procured 
from healthy stock, no further guarantee than that of fertility. 
On the other hand, if, as in some cases brought under notice, 
eggs or birds are sold in which the presence of disease is 
cbvious, purchasers must be de: nded against such dishonest 
practices. It is evident, however, that attempts are being made 
to use the Act referred to in a manner which will involve very 
lieavy costs. upon breeders to defeid themselves, and which, if 
continued will go far to jeopardise important branches of the 
poultry industry. This is evident from the fact that claimants 
have declined in some instances tq submit their ‘cases to the 
Arbitration Board when the vendors were willing to do so, but 
wne carrying them into the law courts. 

Arbitration Board.—Thiis Board has now been formed and 1s 
at the disposal of those engaged in poultry husbandry. A draft 
agreement for signature by the parties concerned has been pre- 
pared by the honorary sgqlicitors, to whose generous help the 
Executive Committee is greatly indebted. There appears, how- 
ever, to be very erroneous ideas as to the constitution and 
functions of the Arbitration Board. From some of the letters 
received, parties to disputes assume that they have nothing to 
do but report to the National Poultry Council! and the Arbitration 
Board will take up their cases without expense to themselves. 
The object in its formatiqn is, as far as possible, to prevent 
resort to the law courts, and to secure what appears to be equit- 
able settlement for both parties, thus preventing outlay in legal 
charges. The National Poultry Council cannot be expected to 
meet the costs of arbitrations, or to incur any responsibility for 
preparation of the respective cases. The Arbitration Board sits 
to hear the evidence of both parties to any case submitted, who 
must be prepared to pay the costs of hearmng and accept the 
decision arrived at. 

Poultry Disease.—The signs that there is an apparent increase 
of disease: amqng poultry flocks in different parts of the country, 
in some directions threatening to assume an epidemic form, em- 
phasises the resolution adopted by the National Poultry Paziia- 
ment at Harrogate that a Conference on Diseases shall be con- 
vened. The Executive Committee are considering the subject 
and hope to make an annquncement at an early date. One of 
the most difficult problems is that of dissemination of infected 
stock whether privately or at auctions and markets. This ques- 
tion has on several occasions been before the Council.. Up to 
the present time nothing has been determined, mainly by reason 
of the cost of unspection and the reluctance of many local 
authorities to undertake its responsibility. Special attention was 
called at the last Council by Mr. Marcus Slade te the fact that 
Local Sanitary Authorities have already power to take action 
in respect to cleanliness of pens and crates and exposure for 
sale of diseased birds. Al] cases of neglect in the former or 
legal action in the latter should at onee be reported to. ‘the 
sanitary authority, and it is suggested that -poultry societies 
and private individuals should make it their. business to see 
that the law, which appears to be adequate, is enforced by the 
local inspectors, and that whenever birds sq diseased are sent by 
rail, the first step is to bring such cases under the notice of 
the local authorities. In this way what is a serious danger could 
be largely checked. The same applies to birds sent to exhi- 
bitions in a diseased condition. 

Killing of Fowls by Dogs.—Several further cases have been 
reported since the last Council. A number of thesé have been 
submitted to the Mainistry of Agriculture and Fisheries, and_ it 
is hoped ‘that a. Bill will be passed by the legislature affording 
owners of poultry the same protection as have those of cattle— 
that is, dog owners shall be responsible for any loss arising trom 
their worrying or killing poultry. 

Certificates for Elementary School Teachers.—In the report to 
be presented by the National Poultry Diploma Examination Board 
a preposal is made, emanating from the Board of Education, to 
the effect that the Nationa! Poultry Council shall issue certificates 
to teachers in elementary schools who undergo a course of 
training in poultry husbandry and pass an examination as 
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anranged by the National Poultry Diploma Examination Board, 
‘he desirability of intreducing this subject into the currieulam 
of rural schools is generally recognised, in which case it is of 
the utmost ‘importance that teachers shall be qualified .to give 
instruction, ‘The question, therefore, is commended to the care. 
ful consideration of the Council, 

At the National Poultry Parliament, Harrogate, a resolutior 
was again adopted in favour of the institution of a Poultry 
Manager’s Certificate. As this is largely a question of policy 
and of finance, the National Poultry Diploma Examination Boar 
awaits the instructions ofthe National Peultry Council. 
(Signed) TOM NEWMAN, 


October 22nd, 1925. Chairman, Executive Committee 


The Secretary, Mr. Edward Brown, speaking @ 
bis recent visit to America, said that he had con 
veyed the greetings of the Council to the Americar 
Poultry Association and the American Associatior 
of Instructors and Investigators in Poultry Hus 
bandry, and read the following two letters :-— 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF INSTRUCTORS AND 
INVESTIGATORS IN POULTRY HUSBANDRY. 


“On acceptance of greetings from the National Poultr 
Council of England. 

Whereas, our Association has been the recipient of 4 pel 
sonally delivered letter of greeting from the Natiqnal Poultr 
Council of England and Wales, and 

Whereas, we feel most highly honoured by the presence’ 
their Secretary, Mr. Edward Brown, F.L.S. 

Be it resolved, that cur Secretary’ be mstructed to write 
reply of thanks to these recognitions, ; 

Be it further resolved, that he be imstructed to incorporate 1 
this letter our feeling of admiration for the splendid work the 
are doing, our feeling of deepest respect for the personel of ‘the 
organisation and our feeling of co-operatiqn that finds us read 
at all times to heip our sister organisation across the sea.. W 
need no resolution to express to Mr. Edward Brown, F.D8 
the deep pleasure and hongur we have had in his presence wit 
us.’’ (Signed) J. C. GRAHAM. 

Mrs. G. R. SHOUP. 
D. H. REID. 


AMERICAN POULTRY ASSOCIATION, 
‘In Convention Assembled Des Moines, Ia, August 12th, 192 
‘Whereas the American Poultry Association has this da 
teen honoured with a visit from Mr. Edward Brown, Londo 
bearing testimonial of the good wishes and esteem of # 
National Poultry Council of England, and ; 
Whereas the American Poultry Association’ deeply appreciat 
this evidence of interest and mutual helpfulness on the part 
the poultry fanciers and breeders of Great Britain, and \ 
further realise that the continued friendly interest of the poult 
breeders of the great English-speaking countries of Great Brita 
and the United States will not only aid in the development 
ihe poultry industry, but will also play a part in the preservath 
of the International goodwill of the Governments and peopl 
of these two countries; that goodwill so much desired ‘on % 
part of the overwhelming majority of the citizens of the Umit 
States for the preservation of the world peace and the spread 
liberty held so dear by the Anglo-Saxon people of the earth. 
Therefore be it resolved that we, the members of the Ame 
can Poultry Association, express our heartfelt thanks to 1 
Poultry Council of England for its letter of encouragement, @ 
Be it further resolved, that we pledge the poultry breeders 
England our co-operation in the advancement of the indush 
and say to them that we rejoice in the progress made and 19 
forward lin the confident hope that we may continue to labo 
‘side by side for the advancement of not only agriculture @ 
livestock, hut for that which is of greater value, the advani 
ment of liberty and the pursuit .of happiness qn the part of t 
Anglo-Saxon peoples of the earth, and may God grant that t 
time shall never come when we cannot reach an accord ont 
questions which will confront us from time to time.” | 
(Signed) THOMAS R. RIGG, a 
President, American Poultry Association) 
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BREPORT OF THE NATIONAL POULTRY 
HPLOMA BOARD.—Mr FP. Hedworth Foulkes, 
“Rairman of the Board, repcrted that the examina- 
fon had been held at the Harper- Adams’ College. 
twelve candidates uad presented themselves: three 
iad passed the exarination in all subjects :—- Miss 3 
® Bremner, Mr; F. C. Bobby, Mz. I. W. Rhys. Mr. 
W. Rhys has not yet competed his practical train- 
Gg. and the diploma will be granted to him w ben 
uWsiactory reports have been reecived in comylianre 
mh Reguiation It 
He reported that the’ National Poultry Diploma 
soand had been approached some months ago by the 
Foard of Education with- respect to teaching of Poul 
ty Husbandry in Public Elementary anid Second: ary 
wehools, as it was felt that if teachers were to give 
ywtruction it was necessary that thiey should be quaili- 
éd. The Board had felt that it was desirable that the 
fational Poultry Council should undertake this duty, 
Mid ia joint committee of the Examination Bowrd and 
he Board of Fducation had held Several meetings 
) prepare a scheme which might be submitted ito the 
ational Poultry Council. The sdheme which had 
een adopted had now been submitted. The scheme 
roposed the granting of a certificate limited to per- 
dns in training for, or actutallly engaged in teaching in 
Hernentary or Secondary Sichools: Mr. P. Hedworth 
oulkes spoke in support of the proposal, which was 
seonded by Mr. Tom Barron, and carried. 


MANAGERS CERTIFICATE.—Discussion - took 
lace on the question of a Manager’s Certifiz a tier 
sdliution by the N.U.P.S. had been agreed to hy the | 
ational Poultry Parliament, but the SS felt thiat 
ley could ‘not accept instructions from the Parilia- 
rent, but, only directly from the Council. After a 
mg discussion it was agreed that the National Pcui- 
vy Diploma Board should be asked to give the ques- | 
om its consideration, and report’ to the Council. 


"MARKETING CONFERENCE —. Mr. . Edward 
mown imformed the Council that the. conference sn | 
farketine of Fess and. Poultry: was to be held at the | 
folborn Restaurant in January, 1926. The conference 
as been jointiy convener by the National Poultry 
Ouncil and the National Farmers’ Union, and will 
wMsist of Representatives of the societies, and those | 
waced in distribution, and will not ke open to the 
iblic The National Farmers’ Union had expressed 
lé wish that the Press should not be presenit, but it 
ad been agreed at the Executive Committee meeting 
ithe previous day that a report of the proceedings 
loulld be issued to the Press. 

The Counci! then proceeded to elect six delegates. 
ome difficulty occurred as it was pointed out that 
ith society would have the right ito appoint two sf 
$ members as delegates, and there might be over- 
pping. Eventuaily the following ‘were elected :- 
lessrs. Stanley Street-Porter. J. G. Kitson, W. 
@mnett, A T. Walker, P. Hedworth Fouikes, and 
eH: Brain. 

RECORD OF PERFORMANCE.—The ‘Treasurer 
fad a letter from the Ministry of Agriculture ex- 
essing reoret that they were unablla to proceed with 
l@scheme which had-been submitted to them by the 
dvisory Committee.” 
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Dr. Crowther moved that the Ministry should pe 
asked for reasons for turning down the scheme. After 
a considerable ee in Which Mr. Francis put 


the position of the Ministry before the members, Mr 
Street-Porter moved a resolution to the effect that the 
Ministry should be asked to reconsider their decision 


in view of the iact that the scheme in operation in 
Canada had created such a demand for Canadian. stock 
that there was likely to be a great restriction on the 
importations of British Pedigree Stock. 

Dr. Crowther withdrew his original resolution, and 
seconded this, which was e¢arried unanimously. 

Mr. ‘Tom m eomplained that the poultry -] -keeper 
had no idea what the scheme meant. ‘hey had been 
kept in the dark. They wanted to know something 
ihe mut it before they were committed to say. : 

Mr. Street-Porter deniied that thiis was the ease, and 
Mr. francis explained the position to the represen- 
hatives of the National Poultry Couneil Advisory Com- 
mittee. ‘Lheir position was a purely confidential one. 
They could give no imformatilon, and any reports could 
be issued by the Ministry alone There had been a 
great deal of misvepresentation in certain sections of 
the Poultry Press by those who were writing without 
knowledge. He was confident that they had the best 
intentions. but they were wrong. The Ministry had 
been simply trying.to@ ¢arry out a resolution sulb.mitted 
to them by the National Poultry Council. So far as he 
was aware there were no objections to the echerie 
becoming public 

Mr. Brown spcke of the criticism levelled at the 
National Poultry Couneil by certain sections of the 
Poultry Press. At the meeting of the Council at the 
Hawper-Adams’ Colllege in Miay, after an exposition of 
the Canadian. Record of Performance Scheme by Mr. 
Ernest oe s, it had been proposed by Mr. Street- 
Porter, and ‘seconded by Mr. A. T. Wi alker, that the 
Ministry oe = od to organise a similiar scheme in 
this country. ‘That resolution had been forwarded to 
thie Ministry the Council had heard no more of it 
officially until it reeeived the letter from the Ministry 
stating that they were unable to go forward with the 
scheme. It was untair.to blame the Council or to say 
that they had gone behind the Poultry Industry. 

The folowing motion was proposed by Dr. Helm on 
behalf of the Lancashire }edera.tiion, and seconded lby 
Mr. Frank Snowden :— 


‘That the National Poultry Council consider a scheme for 
keeping. a Register of egg production at the National Poultry 


Council’s Reg distered Laying Test, with a view to issuing cer- 
tificates by the National Poultry Council.’ 

Comsiderable diseussion followed. 

Dr. Helm, im introducing the motion, said the 
object was to keep a reeord of individual birds who 
hiaid put up good records in the Laying Test. ae 
advantage would be that the buyer would know to 
whom ‘to apply when he was in need of good st hie 
and he would ‘have the actual record of the bird. 
There was nothing of this kimd existing iat present, and 
he sugvested that it was far better than the proposed 
Record of Performance Scheme, because it would not 
be dependent upon a easual inspection, or on the good 
word of the owner of the bird. but upon the official 
tyap records of the Laying Test. 

Mr. Tom Barron strongly supported the resolution 
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Mr. Tom Newmsn said that he was asking for in- 
formation. He-was somewhat puzzled as to know 
what wags meant. Was it really the record of eggs 
laid in the test—a record of production? Dr. Helm 
had spoken of ‘“Dested birds.” What did he mean by 
tested?’ ? Would there be a Board or Committee 
appointed to exaraine each ndividual bird to see tht 
‘It possessed breed characteristics, type, etc. ? Would 
the pedigree of the dam and sire be given? The actual 
record of production was no cuanamtee as to the breed- 
ing value of the bird 

Dr. Helm, in reply, said that the bird would have 
passed the committee at the Layimg Test. ‘This was 
to be an actual record of periormamee. 

“Atter a long discussion it was eventually agreed that 
thie motion should be referred to the Laying Trials 
Gommittee for their consideration. 

WORLD’S POULTRY. CONGRESS, 1927. — Mr. 
Edward Brown made a few remarks im: reference to 
the World’s Poultry Congress in 1927, which he said 
he hoped would have the support of the whole 


industry. ; 
This coneluded the business lof the meeting. 


THE EAST ANGLIAN EGG-LAYING TEST. 


REPORT FOR TWELFTH AND FINAL MONTH 
(from 20th August to 16th September, 1925). 

The number of eggs recorded during the last four weeks of 
the eet whe 1,918—a decrease of 225 compared with the preyious 
month. : i 

The nber of eges laid during the twelve months (48 weeks) 

ei ca toe. the ete of 22,176 first grade, 


reached 30,198—the totat being made up grad 
7.737 second grade, anid 285 underweight, the average per bird 
amounting to 153.29. Ae : : 

; in Section 1 the pen of White Leghorns belonging to The 
Dale Egg Farm caught and passed Capt. BE. A. Wheeler's pen 
on the last day of the Test, this being the only change in the 
leading positions in all sections, although other changes occurred 


in second and third places. 


The Silver Spoons presented by the N.U.P.S. for the Best 


Breed Birds laying the largest 
wou by the Greensward Poultry 
by Mr. E. Fearon with a 


Mr. Turner's pen of Ae S 

of which only 27 were second grade. ; 
* The eighont score of any bird was 268 by a White Leghorn 
belonging to The Dale Egg Farm, and in all 33 birds laid 200 
eges or over. 
i The health of the birds has been excellent throughout the 
whole period of the Test, and the expressions of satisfaction 
which have been received as to the condition of the birds upon 
their return has given much pleasure to the Commtitee, 

The: birds which have been competing under the name of 
Mrs. Pierce-Grove have been purchased by Mr. J. H. ©. Liddon, 
Blundells, West Monkton, Taunton ; 

Cups and ‘Medals will be despatched to winners as soon as 
,Ossible. 

: In issuing this, the last report, the Committee wish to thank 
all patrons for their kind support. 
r T. WTLUIAMS, Hon: Secretary, 

: “ Millfields,”” Rayne. 

Fiecures are Eggs for Month and Total Eggs to Date 
respectively :— 

Section 1.—White Leghorns.—Dale Egg Farm, 60, 956; Capt. 
E. A. Wheeler, 29, 854;-T. BR. Berry, 4, 515. 

Section 2._Any Other Non-Sitting Breed.—Miss E. Cavanagh 
(Ane.), 50, 892; Maj, R Llovd George (Anc.), 73, 864; T. R. Berry 
(Sic .F.), 29, 482. 

Section 3.—White Wyaudottes.—Misses D. & M. Keech, 55, 821; 
Mrs. Pierce-Grove, 68, 823: S. & T. Greenall, 54, 662. 

Section 4.—Rhode Island Red.—H. Turner; 76, 1052; A. Gaw- 
thropp, 78, 952; Miss E. Cavanagh, 80, 811. 

Section 5.—Any Other Sitting Breed.—T. H. Sochon (Lit. 8.), 
72. 772: Misses D. & M. Keech (Lt 8.), 39, 579; E. D. Montgomerie 
(Bf. B.), 16, 213. 

Section 6.—Single Bird, Any Variety Light Breed.—F. Fearon 
(Blk. L.), 20, 234: H. Dearden (W.L.), 19, 221; W. 8. Lane (W.L.), 
a ey G. A. Richards (W.L.), 19, 211; Miss P, Abercrombie (W.L.), 
7, 207. 

Section 7.—Single Bird, Any Variety Heavy Breed.—Greens- 
ward Poultry Farm (W.W.), 22, 242: R. Champion (W.W.), 19, 216; 
M. Moreton (R.1.R.), 20. 192; R. Champiom (Lt: §.), 21, 193; Nalder 
& Smith (R.1.R.), 12. 182. 

NOTH.—Rach Pen in Section 1-5 consists of 5 Pullets.. Each 
Pen in Section 6-7 consists of 1 Pullet. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL . MEETING. x 


The Annual General Meeting of the S.P.B.A. wal 
held’ in the Council Chamber at the Holbon 
Restaurant on Wednesday, October 21st, the Pre 
sident (Mrs. Hunter) being in the chair. I 

There was a large attendance of members. 

The President, in welcéming those present, con 
gratulated them on the great success which ha 
attended their efforts during the past year. Sh 
did not intend to anticipate the reports of thi 
various committees, which they would find interest 
ing and encouraging. . 

[here had been a steady increase in th 
membership, and this should please them, as thi 
industry had passed through a period of depression 
Before calling on Mr. Newman to read the minutés 
the President presented him with a beautifull 
bound and illuminated album, containing the name 
of the 1,400 subscribers to his wedding present 
the album, which is of great beauty, is the wor 
of Mr: C. B. Gething, of Minster Street, Salisbury 

The Secretary, before reading the minutes, sai 
he must take advantage of the opportunity of one 
again thanking them for their very great kine 
ness. He could never thank them adequately, Be 
cause he felt their kindness too keenly, to enabl 
him to express himself, but he could assure thei 
they had greatly contributed to the happiness 
himself and his wife. 2 | 

The minutes of the last meeting were then reat 
confirmed, and signed. 

The Secretary read his report, which was pul 
lished in ‘last week’s issue of ‘“‘ Eggs.’” Gil 
formally moved its adoption, and it was agreed & 

uestions were confined to that part relating 
the Food Purchase Scheme. Mr. Coates, Seen 
tary of the Heathfield Co-operative AssociatiOl] 
complained that Mr. Newman had refused to giv 
him the formulae of the mashes supplied, and/& 
had once advised them never to buy mashes unlés 
the formula was given. Members of the Heatl 
field Association had asked him to procure & 
formulae for them, so that they could supply # 
mashes. Mr. Newman, in reply, said he did m 
recollect having given the advice to which M 
Coates referred. It was possible he had done $0 
but in any case he was not speaking of firms 
repute, and the name of the S.P.B.A. behind 
mash was a sufficient guarantee. If the members 
the Heathfield Association wanted the mashes, the 
could be supplied through the S.P.B.A. if they wei 
members. , It was necessary when. they we 
making arrangements with the firms who supplie 
the mashes to give them a ‘‘ quid pro quo,”’ @m 
he had promised the formulae: should not be si 
plied. ¢ 

Capt. Orford spoke of the great value of @# 
scheme, which, he said, had enabled them tom 


gain with the millers, and obtain a considerab 
. 
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action in price. He moved that prices should 
published each week in “‘ Eggs.’”?) Mr. Frank 
wden supported. Mr. Newman promised to 
Ply. 

REASURER’S REPORT.-—The Treasurer (the 
d. H. Mudie-Draper) submitted “his report, 
sh has already been published in ‘‘ Eggs.’’ The 
stactory financial condition was commented on, 
the adoption. of the report, formally moved by 
‘Treasurer, seconded by Mr. Hemelryk, was 
2ed to. 


EGGS”? COMMITTEE REPORT.—Mr. J. G. 
on (Chairman of the Committee) sulomitted the 
ming report :—- 


y There is nothing of great importance to 
feport in connection with ‘i:ggs.’ In spite of 
depression in the industry thé circulation has 
Kept up weli. The many appreciations re- 
ceived from readers of the paper bear testi- 
mony to the success of the Editor in his efforts 
to make it more interesting and useful to those 
engaged in the industry.. A year or two ago 
it was foreseen that the time was approaching 
When ‘Eggs’ instead of being a considerable 
expense to the Association. would be the 
means of increasing its income, and enable it 
fo apply a portion of its funds to experimental 
work. Last year we were able to report that 
fae expected time had come, and there was a 
Salance on the right side. 

vit is pleasant to’be able to say that this 
satisfactory state continues, and, although the 
arculation does not now increase at the rapid 
ate it did, it is quite satisfactory. 

» There is one matter that surprises the Com- 
mittee—namely, the circulation is about double 
he membership. Why! O! Why are not all 
feaders members of the S.P.B.A.? They little 
mow the benefits that are passing them by.”’ 


€ adoption of the report was moved by Major 
seconded by Mr. Mudie-Draper, and carried 
ously. 


BCIION OF OFFICERS.—The_ President 
hon the Secretary to announce the result of 
lection of members to the Council. 
Wected.—Mr. J. H. Dowden, 433 votes. 

Mr. Hedworth Foulkes, 361 votes. 
a Miss Maddison, 344 votes. 
Wected.—Mrs-: Clay, 211 votes. 

Mr. Phelan, 178 votes. 

©’ 521 members recorded their votes. 


ament was made on the comparatively small 
tage of members who voted. Capt. Orford 
this was probably due.to the fact that the 
Sts were not personally acquainted with 
Who represented them, and caused a good 
tT amusement’ by suggesting that the Secre- 
mould cali the names of those members of 
Mincil present, and they should stand up, so 
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that they mignt know them.- This was done, the 
Secretary calling the mames and the members 
rising in their seats. 

Capt. Orford then moved that, in future, voting 
papers should be sent to all members of the Asso- 
ciation by post, this was seconded by Mr. Frank 
Snowden, and carried unanimously, 


ELECTION OF AUDITOR.—Mr. Mudie-Draper 
proposed the re-election of Mr. W. Keller Snow as 
Hon. Auditor. This was seconded by ‘Dr. Everard, 
and carried unanimously.. Mr. Snow thanked the 
members for the compliment, and said he should 
always be pleased to do his best forsthem. 


RESOLUTIONS.—The Secretary read the fol- 


lowsng resolution from the Liverpool Branch :— 


“ That this meeting believes that ROUP 
should be scheduled, and the Council of the 
S.P.B.A. should bring the- matter before the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and also no “ drastic 
measures’ be brought forth, which will injure 
the Poultry Industry.” 

No seconder’ was found for the resolution. 
Members found diiticulty in appreciating the exact 
meaning. The Secretary said he had no instruc- 
tions. 

B.W.D.—THE AGGLUTINATION TEST. 

Mr. P. S. Campbell moved : 


“ That all ioreeding stock on a faim which 
carries registered pens should have passed the 
Agglutination Test. The condition and time 
of testing to be settled by the Council of the 


Sa eAS? 
As a similar resolution was submitted by the 
Wadhurst Branch, it was agreed that the two 
should be taken as one. 


Mr. Campbell said that they had been told that 
very little was known about the disease ; with that 
he did not agree. He thought that the time had 
come when tne Council should take the lead; and 
endeavour to combat the disease which was 
making such terrible tavages, and ruining many 
poultry-keepers. The test was reliable. It was true 
it would not clear out all carriers, but if the 
breeder has stock which is likely to disseminate 
disease, he should do his utmost to eliminate the 
carriers. 

Mr. Marcus Slade spoke in support, and took the 
same view as Mr. Campbell. The breeder should do 
his utmost to eliminate carriers, even if it was 
agreed that the test was not wholly reliable. 

Dr. Everard warned the meeting against acting 
hastily. He did not think the test was reliable 
enough to warrant their passing the resolution. 
He would certainly not regard it so unless birds 
were tested three times. _ There was plenty of 
evidence that birds which had not re-acted at the 
first test had done so a few weeks later, it might 
prove very misleading. Birds tested now, and 
entered as such in the Register, may be .carriers 
when the breeding season arrived. 


o~ 


4 + 


294 


iGGS. 


October 28th, 1925 


Major Few agreed thait the test was not abso- 
lutely reliable, but he was inclined to support the 
resolution. | 

Mr. Brigden moved that it be referred to the 
Council, it was too big a question for them to come 
to a decision at a General Meeting. 
~ Mr. ‘Rosedale congratulated the Council on the 
fact that it had given members the option of regis- 
tering their stock as blood-t« sted. It was true that 
only one member had taken advantage of the offer, 
but he hoped the $.P.B.A. would take the lead as 
it always had done. He supported the resolution 

behalf of the Wadhurst Branch. 

Mr. Everard moved that the Council be asked to 
appoint a sub-committee tc investigate, with power 
to co-opt. This course was agreed upon. 


on 


WEIGHTS OF BIRDS. 


Mr. W. H: Farnell moved : 


“That the weights of birds an the pens 
entered in the Annual Register shall be re- 
corded as well as the number and size of egg, 
and the Council be instructed to draw up a 
standard for members’ guidance. Birds below 
the minimum body weight suggested shall not 
be registered.” 


This was moved by the Secretary in the absence 
of Mr. Farnell, and seconded by Mr. Meekings. 
After a brief discussion it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hemelryk’s resolution proposing that the 
annual subscription should be imereased to 10S.— 
five shillings of which should be allocated to the 
N.P.C.—was withdrawn, the proposer in a humor- 
ous speech admitting that the Council was “ agin 
him.”’ 


The President then called on Mr. Edward Brown . 


tc address the meeting. Mr. Brown, who was 
given a very hearty reception, said it was always 
a real pleasure to him to attend their meeting 
because of the good spirit which prevailed. Their 
society was essentially a constructive society with 
a constructive policy. Look back over the years 
he was inclined to ask whither are we tending? 
What has the future in store for us? He -was 
optimistic as to the future, but there -was great 
need for the constructive spirit and the-constructive 
mind.- He thought they, as a Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association, might utter more effective 
warnings than they had in the past. There was 
no limitation to the word scientist, the hum‘bblest 
among them might be a scientist, contributing the 
result of his experience and observation. He 
wished to express his most grateful acknowledg- 
ment for the wonderful help given by the S.P.B.A. 
to the National Poultry Council. Had it not have 
been for their help the Council would have had 
considerable difficulty in carrying on. He-men- 
tioned that the N.P.C. had dealt with over 2,000 
letters relating to Income Tax, Rating, and difh- 
culties with local governing bodies alone. Mr. 
Brown then spoke of the World’s Poultry Congress 


to be held at Ottawa in 1927. He — 


their support, not only did he ask for their fina 
support, but for the help-of their knowledge. ~ 
chief topics for discussion would be: Bree 
Marketing and Disease. Mr. Brown’s speech = 


loudly applauded. ¥ 
A vote of thanks to the President closed 4 


proceedings. . 


THE §.P.B.A. DINNER. 2 
3 
eee 3 


Fresh ground was broken on Wednesday even 
last, October ist, when, in the King’s Hall at 
Holborn Restaurant, the Scientific Poultry Bre 
Association heid its first dinner. # 

Mrs. Charles Hunter, President of the A social 
presided over a company of ninety-two members” 
guests, and a very enjoyable evening was spent) 

Among the guests were Mrs, Clay, Miss Malet 
Mrs. Pember, Mr. Edward Brown, Mr. Lawre 
Ardern (President of the Poultry Club), Profe 
Willard Thompson, Captain Doylle, Mr. Frank ‘Sn 
den, Mr. and Mrs. Lewer (‘‘Feathered World’’)* 
Broomhead (‘Poultry’), Mr. House (‘Pou 
World’’), Mr. Meillér (‘The Daily Mail), a represe 
tive of the ‘‘Daily News,’’ and Mr. EK. J. Davey, 

It was the general ‘opiniion that an excellent m 
had been provided, that the service left nothing -t 
desired, and that satisfactory ‘arrangements had t 
made for the comfort of the assembiled company 

The pleasure of the €vening was greatly enhance 
the reallly excellent musical entertainment which 
given aiiter dinner by well-known and highly. 
artists. £ 

That clever light comedian, Mr. Jack Heli 
several very amusing songs, delighted the au 
and caused much mirth. 1 

Miiss Helena Millais, a very versatile artiste, 
great pleasure and amusement not only in the} 
she sang with great effect, but also im the delight 
humorous stories she told. one American iand the ® 
‘“oekney,’’ the beauty of both being that 
‘‘accent’’ in both cases was so perfectly natural 
not in the least overdone. d 

Miss Kathleen James and Mr. Keith Maso: 
syneopated duets in a very charming manne; 
their performamce was much admired and ¢ 
appreciated. _~ 

Miss Jumes also very kindly accompanied thi 
ot Miss Millais and Mr. Jack Hellier. 

In response to repeated appllause all the’ am 
were very generous in acceding to the demandsa 
upon them. ; 

Interspersed between the musical items was 
toast list. 

Mrs. Hunter called first upon Mr. Michael £ 
to propose the health of *‘ The Ladies,’’ which 1 
in a speech full of wit and humour, and wo 
by calling upon Mrs. Lewer to respond. ‘Thi 
did with her usual charm. Shie was in good pre 
having fulfilled the same role the previous evemll 


| 
® 


. 


& 
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fr. P. Hedworth Foulkes, with his customary skill 
ability, then proposed ‘‘I'he Visitors,’ Eating 
a the toast the mame of Mr. Lawmence Ardern, the 
tly-elected President of the Poultry Club. 


fr. Ardern replied in a short pithy speech, in which 
expressed surprise that the honour of responding 
‘been thrust woon him, when Mr. Edward “Brown, 
doyen of the Poultry Indust y, was present. Mr. 
wn evidently did not agree with the suggestion, 
‘Mr. Ardern carried on. 

he next toast was ‘““The Press,”’ 
fiock Sinith, who eulogised the work of the Press, 
the great help it aways so willingly gave to any- 
ig that could be published to benefit the Poultry 
usury 

he toast was responded to by Mr. House (‘‘Poul- 
World ’’). Mr. Broomhead (‘‘Poultry’’), and Mr. 
lor (‘‘Daily Mail’’). 


Imost without excepticn throughout the evening 
xe who were callled upon to speak protested that 
y had been eruelly treated and misled; as they 
é told there were to be no speeches! That certainly 
not fiair to them, nor was it quite true. The 
Ouncement «aid that there would be a very shcrt 
list, and those attending need not fear that 
7 would ibe bored by long speeches On this occasion 
ily no one could have been in the least wearied by 
flow of elioquenece—aill ithe speeches were to the 
ut, and nome ‘of them iong. 


a fact everything went with a swing. Mrs. Hunter 
6 the baill rolling, and although songs and speeches 
ywed one another rapidly, there was plenty of time 
conversing with friends between whiles. 


in every band «me heard expressions of enjoyment, 
only of the dinner and the music, but of the 
eral atmosphere of cordiality and gooldwilll. 


© much was this the case that it fis hoped that an 
‘B.A dinner will become ian annual event and an 
itionial pleasant feature of Dairy Show week. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


5 P. A., “The Dell,” Priory Park, St. Albans. 
ner, Charles H., Fields Farm, Heptonstall, near 


Hebden Bridge. 
es, James W., Brook St. Dairy, Monifieth. 
cher, W. W.. 53, Grosvenor Road, Upper RPelvedere, Kent. 
ter, :. B, The Laynes P.F., Elham, Canterbury. 
nh. J., 60, Ash Street, Blackburn, '.anes. 
erfield, E., Grange Lodge P.I’., Sawley. near Derby. 
ley, T. H., “Garthowen,” Breaston, near Derby. 
am, J., Casa Temple, Avondale Road, Fleet, Hants. 
ec. J.. “Railway View,’ Stockbridge, Hants. 
Toft, H., Bar Green P F., stickney, Boston, Lires. 
is. C. i, 7&, Highfield Road, Leveusbuime, Manchester. 
on, T., ;, Station Roadl, Keele, Stoke-on Trent. 
tfden, R., Orabtree P.F., Cromwell Road, Fulwood, Freston, 


Lancs. 
. E. Wistaria House, Somersham, St. Ives, Hunts. 
@ u., awe Ville, Carrington, Roston, Lines. 
deck, M, Parsonage Farm. Upper Chute, near Andover. 
2B, ce, E., The “Imtage, Charlw>od, Surrey 
x, J, St. "Clair, Southwzil Park Road, Camberley, Surrey 
tyson. J., 69, Croft Street, Bonhill. Dumbartonshire. 
i, Miss E Frazer-, Mill Mouse, Lenwade, Norwich. 
J. Buttfield, Stock House Farm, Tolleshunt Knights, 
Y Tiptree, Essex 


\ 
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Jackson, W. H., Cross Road, Ferrybridg2, Yorks 
Pickles, J, Holling Hall, Denholme, Bradford. 
Thomson, R. (jumr.), Wherrzhill P.F., Larkhall, Lanarkshire. 
Patchett, Mrs., The Barn, Kinsham, near Tewkesbury. 
Bielby, E. F., Green l.ane, Walsoken, Wisbech. 
Jeudwine, Mrs, Oakley Rectory, Basingstoke, Hants. 
Doyle, Capt. J. E., Holland Ball, Whitestone, near Exeter. 
Stansfield, R, 1, Blenheim Street, Birehcliffe, Hebden Bridge. 
Boecking, G., Green Dragon, Fordham, Cambs. 
Fry, M.. Springfield. Milford-on Sea, Hanis. 
Glover, J. F. C, Hewshott Grange, Liphook, Hunts. 
Smith, G. H., “Edwardstone,” Parley Road, Sanderstead, Surrey. 
Vilkitzy, B. A., “Domaine des Marronmiers,” Cambes Giropde), 
rance. 

Mear, H., Yhe Poultry tarm, (oyney Grove, Werrington, 

Stoke on-Trent. 
Graham, J J., 24, Prydes Placz, Pemieuik, Mid Lothian. 
Oossens. Miss W., 7, Glebe Road, Prestbury, Glos 
Townsend, Miss N.. Aerodrome P F., Rendicombe, Glos. 
McMahon. E., Little Silver. Marwood, Barniutaple, Devon. 
Davy, P., Balearras, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham 
Middleton, G. B., Woodcock Hill, Berkhampstead, Herts. 


Sutton, Miss LD G, (irundisburgh Rectory, near Woodbridge, 
Suffolk 


Dillon, Miss A, 7, Dyke Parade, Cork 

Kruse, F. R., Earlesmere, Rosebury Avenne, South Shere, 
Blackpool. 

Green. Mrs. J, Nottage Farm, Murrell Green, Winchfield, Hants. 

McCreath, Mrs. B. M., luooseleigh, Crownhill, 8. Devon. 

Booth. R. '’, The Old iectory, near Fan-bridge, Gee 

sISEX 

Hermon, J. A., St. Helens, Stanted, Wrotham, Kent 

Hoyle. Mrs. Z., Thatcham Grange, Newbury. 

Nagle, R., Uhelwood, Great Bookham, Surrey. 

Oross, B E i, Oakdene PF., Pulham St. Mary, Diss, Norfolk. 

Lazenby. T W., Sandrary Barm, Woodbury, Exeter. 

Russell, ©. O., 1, Farrow Cottaves, Mayford, near V. cking. 

Hughes, H. B., Wistlers Wood, Woldingham, “Surrey. 

Hook, Lawrence, c/o Mrs. Massey, Dum Hills, Hoo Farm, 


Welwyn, Herts. 
Brown, J. J., Rowney Green Farm, Alvechurch, Worcs. 
Seager. L, Broomfield P.F, Yalding, near Maidstcne. 
Adkins. R. E. W., Valebrook, Gre, Sussex. 
Wright, A. B., Lyfords Farm, Liphook, Sussex. 
Smith, Mrs. ’. H., Black Lane P.F., Gorefield, Wisbech. 
Vass, L. W., Pulloxhill, Bedford. 
Baker, C R., Larks Farm, New Road, 8. Chingford. 
Jenkins. R. F., 230, London Road, Romford, Essex. 
Gradwell, B., Woodcote P.F., Blindley Heath, Lingfield, Surrey. 
Stevens, C W., 163, Turnpike luane, Hornsey, N.8. 
Moore, F., 328 Whitenorse Road, Croydon. 
Sasse, L., Ridgemont, Kenton Lane, Harrow Weald. 
Lillie, C O., Winfield Egg Farm, Polegate, Sussex. 
Garside, F., Homefielis P.F., Wickford, Essex. 
Munson. W R.,, Parsonage Farm, Sheerness, E. Kent. 
Dockwray, Mrs. HE. H., Paradise Farm, Chobham, Woking, Surrey. 
Harris and Griffin, Messrs., Red House P.F., Doddinghnurst, 
near Brentwood, Essex. 
Cracknell, H. G., Kilm Road, 'Thundersley, Essex. 
Murning, R., Windsor Villa, Beaumont, Jersey, C.I. 
Shaw, A., Belle Vue, Golear, near Huddersfield. 
Whiteford, Mrs H: A., Hillhouse, Stewarton, Ayrshire. 
Dewis, H., &. Fern Street, Haworth. near Keighley, 
Thatcher, Mrs. R. B., Burton Grange, Mere, Wilts. 
Allen.:W. C, “Earfield,’’ Canewdion, Essex. 
Anderson, P. D.. 180, St. Leonards Road, East Sheen. 
Gregory, J.. 38, Hurst Street, Bury, Lancs. 
Cavers, H., Gunthorpe, Notts 
Woff. H. White House, Guanthorye. Notts 
Gill. S. H.. Hazlemere, Adisham, mear Canterbury. 
Vieears H., Hizh Street, Thrapston, Northants. 


Hanson, W., §82, Manchester Road, Slattocks, Castleton 
Manchester. 


Alleock, Mrs. F., Tenter Hill Close; Beardall Street, aCe 
otts. 
Mellenfield, A. K., Flmstead, Burnt Ash Hill, Lee, 8.E 12 
Robinson,. A., 274, Hednesford iioad, Heath Hayes, Stafford. 
Williams,’ A. M. Werrington Park, Launceston, Cornwall. 
Salmon, J. W., 5, Woodhouse Hill Mount, Hunslet Carr, Leeds. 
Carter, H., Drury Lodge Farm, Marlow Bottem, Marlow, Bucks. 
Bray. F., Six Acres, Broughton Astley; near Leicester. 
Bedford, G., Roydale, Harith, Hunts 
Butcher, J. E.. Lane End Cottage, Warmfield, near Wakefie old 
OrKss. 
Peck J. J, “Goxhill Mouse,” Meesingham Road. Ashby, ; 
Ecunthorpe, T.incs. 
Halliwell, J. and N., Messrs., Taylor’s lane P.¥., SARE RoEyn 
Bolton. 
Toohill. T., ‘‘Killusty,’ Rolston Koad, Hornsea, E. Yorks. 
*awton J F., Mulberries Farm, Nazeing, Essex. 
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The Dairy Show. 
“Se eee 


I was going to start this article with ‘‘ Another 
Dairy Show has Come and Gone,’’ but it occurred to 
me that was not very orginal, and might be a trifle 
obvious, anyhow it ‘has come amd gone, and my own 
impression is that a more optimistic feeling prevailed 
this year than last. The weather was biad, it usuallly is 
so, but mo one seemed unduly depressed by it. 


THE §8.P.B.A. STAND attnacted 1 larger num- 
ber of visitors than any other in the Poultry Section. 
We had crowds round up all the time, and we had 
much there to interest and instruct. tow they hung 
round that straw house, and questioned and criticised 
and criticised amd questioned. Mr. Price was most 
helpful; his lucid explanation was listened to with the 
keenest interest ,and questions rained in on him. 
His replies were prompt and effective. Doubters there 
were—there will allways be—we can’t reconcile our- 
selves to this sort of thing after long years of houses 
built of more expensive material, and elaborate warn- 
ings against cheap houses, but after ail there is com- 
mon sense about this straw hiouse. Moreover, there 
is actual practical experience, and you can’t get over 
that. The question most generally asked: ‘What 
about insect life, ved mite, etc ?’’ I dom’t think there is 
greater danger than in the average wooden house, with 
its cracks and crevices, but it could be obviated if the 
straw were steeped in a 3 per cent. solution of copper 
sulphate. And wats and mice? Well, read the descrip- 
tion of the house in the Dairy Show issue, and ask 
yourself if they are likely to be any greater trouble 
than in the ordinary wooden house..- Then as to its 
length of life--welll, that I cannot answer; but think of 
the low cost. I bellteve it has come to stay. Wie shall 
improve upon it as experience teaches us, those who 
so hastily condemn it shloulld bide a wee. 


The Food Purchase Scheme was the chief subject of 
interest. We had sampics of mashes, meat and fish 
meals, locust fly meal, ground oats, alfalfa, ete., on 
view, comparison of our mashes with some of: the 
much-advertised proprietary mash at more than 
double the price, was all in our favour, our quality 
being far superior. Many of our members who do not 
keep large numbers of birds complained that they 
were not able to take part in the scheme. It is very 
difficult ‘to help them, iand it would be much easier if 
they would but combine, but I have an idea in my 
mind, and, if it @an be worked out, the difficulty may 
be overcome, but it willl take some doing, and there 
must be the mecassary organisation. It could only 
ve applied to the mashes. 


Major Hesketh’s brooder attracted a lot of atten. 
tion, as did the various models of houses, hoppers, 
trap-nests, ete, exhibited. There was a gcod demand 
for Mr. Wheeler's book, ‘‘Poultry and Fruit Grow- 
ing.’ ‘The Dairy Show issua of “Egos”? was unani- 
mousiy voted the best we have yet produced—every- 


body was pleased. ‘here is no doubt the S PBA 


is “‘booming.’* | 


Turning to applianees, it is evident that malkeng gy 
fuliy alive to the need jor improvement ‘There : 
more originality of desigu, a greater attempt to meg 
the needs of the industry. It was a great show,-an 
full of interest 


A look round the Utility Classes indicates that @ 
hibitors are certainly learning the art of putting a bir 
7 | 

on the show bench. 


I must confess to some disappointment in the Whit 
Leghorns As a dlass they were mot good. Size we 
deficient; they were lacking in tone, and some of th 
specimens that were exhibited. whatever they ma 
do in the way of production, would do infinite misehi 
as breeders. It is a point to which one may perhay 
be allowed to draw the attention of judges. The fin 
bone may be a characteristic of the layer, but lack c 
bone should penalise, and heavily penalise. any bir 
which is exhibited at a Utility Show as a potenti: 
breeder. We have so repeatedly had it rubbed i 
that these shows are educational, and that can neve 
be the case it cards are awarded to such tiny boneles 
specimens as we saw at the Dairy. a 


The First and “‘Special,’’ althiough a nice emoug 
“or I : 8 mug 
bird, was eut away too much in front 7 


The Wyandottes ‘vere a good class» The Fin 
Prize winner was a speciailly good itype, had plenty ¢ 
depth, and a nice head. The Second allso was a ver 
mice- bird; Ibut the Third had a bad comb and lobe) 
and was in poor condition. ; 

The Black Leghorns were a really nice lot, and 
think the Light Sussex were the best lot that I hav 
seen in the Utility Classes at the Dairy Show. Th 
winner was a splendid all-round bird, although gh 
wais a little white in lobe, but she won well, and we 
ia fine specimen of her breed. 


R.I.Reds showed great improvement in epoillour, an 
no fault could be found wilth the award of finst pmiz 
to the winner. 


q 

The second, aithough a nice bird, amid of. goo 
colour, will never make layer She is evident 
going to size. The pulllet with mo card (No. 357] 
‘took my fancy very much, and she ran the first bir 
very close. 


Austvalorps showed a wonderful improvement. Th 
finst bird won well. ‘The second had a poor hiead, an 
lacked vigour 


In the “‘Any Other Vaniety Class’’ the first was wo 
by a very nice Buff Plymouth Rock. 


| 


In the Exchequer Leghorns Messrs. Joy amd Or 
won with a beautiful pulllet of good colouned legs an 
very meat head, whiile Mr. Morris .Hiammond 3 
hibited ome of the nicest little Cuckoo Leghorns whie 
I have yet seen. 


The-Fancier has completed the wreck ofth 
Orpington. ) 


In a few yearrs, unless a great effort tis maide to sav 
them and breed them to Utility Standawd, they wi 
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ke their place with the ancient varieties which are 
ily kept by the Hobbyist. It iis a wonderful example 
‘how the folly of a few can destroy a beautiful and 
sonomic breed. 

The Bresse drew a very nice entry of thirty, and 
ere a very fine tot. They are rapidly increasing in 
opullarity Mirs. Piierey won well with a great tearn 
| Blacks. 


SIXTH MIDLAND LAYING TEST. 


(nal Report of Test, Twelith Month eniing Octover 4th (326 days). 


The Sixth Midland Laying Test concluded the Twelve months 
a Sunday, October 4th, closing what has heen an interesting 
mionstration of the powers of egg production of the stock, both 
‘large breeders and birds hatched and reared by Midland back- 
arders. ° 

| A pen of W. Leghorns, the property of Mr. A. Pickard, 
‘hilvers Coton, Nuneaton, wins over all breeds with~a total of 
3 eggs (omly 11 of which were second grade. value £9 1s. 44d. 
@ is closely recorded by Mr H. D. Phelan’s (Northam, Devon) 
" Wyandottes with a total score of 847 eggs, value £9 0s. iid; 
uird place being taken by another pen of W. Wyandottes, with 
score of $13 eggs; value £8 13s. 113d. 

There is an all-round uniformity of production, the leading 
x pens for the whole year ranging between 794 amd 863 eggs. 

Individual scores are well up, especially amongst W. Leez- 
‘orms, the bird taking first place with the score of 252 eggs, 
alue £2 12s 64., being a W. Leghorn, the property of Mr. Will 
arron, of Bartle, Lanes., seconded by C. J. Ashton (Hathern}, 
‘nother Leghorn having laid 249 eggs, value £2 12s. 4d, during 
te 336 days. 
| The total number of eggs laid by all breeds throughout the 
ar is 74,122 (only 1.52 per cent. of these being second grade). 
alue £659 ils. 4d. 

The monthly production averages 6176.8 for the whole stock, 
ae highest amount being 8913 during the month of April, and 
ze lowest during the first month of the test, totalling 3903. 
The death rate is low, being 3.25 per month through all 
reeds, chiefly from ovarian tronbles 
' Throughout the year the health of the birds has oeen excel- 
mt, no single case of serious disease being reported, owing, per- 
aps. to the periodical dosing with internal antiseptic and tonic 
olution. 

In the Single Bird Section the scores put up have been 
keellent, Mr. Nicholls, of Alvechurch, Birmingham, W. Wyan- 
otte, finally leading with a total of 219 eggs, value £2 7s. 9d., 
fter a sharp struggle with another W. Wyandotte, the property 
{Mr F. A Ramm ‘Nuneaton), whose total was higher— 223 
25—but whose value cnly reached £2 7s. 04d. 

The average evgs laid per hird amounts to 153.14, valne 
‘1 %s. 2d. over all breeds, egg size throughout the year being 
Ood. Very few birds have moulted, but those which have main- 
ined steady egg produstion the while. 


| White Leghorns (five birds in each pen).—A. Pickard, Chilvers- 
‘oton, 863 eges; Will Barron, Lanes., 860; C. J. Ashton, Hathern, 
Ye 

| White Wyandottes (five birds in each pen)—M. F. Phelan, 
‘ortham, Devon, 847; Misses Argyles, Alton, Hants, 813, Fowler 
Mos, Earlswood. 794. 

| Rhode Island Reds (tive birds in each pen).—L. A. Cooper, 
Ootherlu. 771: K. A. Grawford, Oilham, Norwich, 745; Mrs. Athol- 
twart. Boxmoor, Herts, 726. 

| Light .Sussex (five birds in each pen).—F. R, Welch, Bewdley, 
‘M45 Sezincote P.F., Morton-in-Marsh, 699; W. H. Brady, Penmaen- 
lawr, 703. 

| A.O.V. Light Breed (five birds im each penj.—E. Thomas, Sar- 
foville. France (W. La.-Br.), 696; G. H. Rogers, “Grantham. 
BL, 622; Blaksley and Blyth, Dorset (BL), 609: H W. Gee, 
itkey, Bromsgrove (Barn.), 620; J. Gordon Herbert, Newent, Glos. 
3am ). 589; I’. R. Welch, Bewdley, 583. 

Single Bird Section—F. Nicholls, Alvechurch, 219; F. A. Ramm, 
WMeaton. 223; J. Small, Edgbaston, 193 
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IHE NORTHERN UTILITY POULTRY SOCLETY’S EGG-LAYING 
COMPETITION, 1924-25. 


0 ance ent a See 


Twelfth Report, September 5th to Octeber 2nd. 1925, 


The weather has remained unsettled most of this month, but 
on the whole has been pleasamt. The yield of eggs has gradually 
receded from the first day,when the number collected was 294 (the 
highest total), the lowest being 172, on the 29th September. Most 
of the leading pens remained in lay up to the end of the test, 
thereby making their position secure. 


Mrs. Crooke’s White Wyandottes, Pen 7, put up a total of 
142, and therehy secured that honour in the Championship Sec- 
tion Mr. Metealfe’s Black Leghorns, who looked at one time 
like getting to the top of that section, all fell.to monlt, and lost 
the chance. Im other sections the battle has been strenuous 
all the time. On the whole test a good general will result, 
helped largely by some splendid records of individuals. It 
appears to be practically impossible to select five tip-toppers 
in one lot 


Health has been good; broodiness light, moulting very pro- 
nounced. 


DUCK SECTION. 


Twenty-one of these competitors have contributed eggs this 
month after moulting, every one of which has now fallen into 
a moult No. 3 laid 28 eggs, this pen laying 74 eggs for the last 
month, and winning this section for Mr Wilson Beattie. Ali 
are in good health. 


EKGG PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. 


Figures are Kegs for the Twelfth Month ard Total Eggs to date 
respectively. 


Section No, 1. Championship (Ten Birds)—M7s. Crookes 
(W.W.), 142, 1812, G. B. Metealfe (B.L ), 80. 1746; Messrs. Longworth 
Bros. ‘W.L.), 53, 1687- Mrs. Canning Roberts (W L.), 61,- 1682; A: 
Snowden (W.I:.), 122, 2077. 


Section No, 2. White Jeghorns.—Norman F. E. Kimberley, 69, 
959: Wm McMahon, 52, 918: Richard Beesley, 42, 846; James A. 
Rigby, 61, 887: HK. J. Stome, 57,-781; Albert Larder, 74, 775. 


Section No.3. White Wyandottes—Robert P. Virtue, 93, 1023; 
Moorhouse Beaurnont, 74, 814, Mrs. Alec Wilson, 53, 827; D. W.Gun- 
ston. 75, 800; J. HB. Welms,.44, 920; Thomas Pinder, 30. 749 


Section No. 4. Anv Other Variety (Non-Sitting).—Mrs. J. H. 
Hill (B.1..). 69, 879: Ernest Jackson (B.L.), 29, 688; Philip K Berry 
(Bl., 17, 608, M. Flaherty .A), 53, 606 


Section No. 5. Any Other Variety (Sitting)—Tom Gardner 
(R.I.R.), 69, 996; J. M. Thomas (RI.R.), 48, 852: ‘R. Duckworth 
(R.I.R), 77 812: J. B. V. and W. Cummings (R.I.R.), 48, 811; Geo. 
W. Reeves (RI.R.). 75, 777. 


Section No, 6. Two Birds.--Bolton and Gardner (W.W.), 42, 
438: Mrs. A_Stow (W.l.), 400; Henry Purves (W.L.), 31. 399; Lill 
and Clarke (W L.), 29, 563; T. H. Barker and Son (B.R.), 14, 318. 


Section No. 7. Single Bird.—H. J. Stone (W.L.), 19, 227; E. M. 
Saul (W..), 17. 222; R. K. Tallis (W.W.), 9, 215, Frank Heyworth 
(W.W ), 9, 212, Wm Edmondson (R.I.R.), 20, 195. 


Section No. 8 Small Breeders.—Wm. Machin (W lL.). 74, 1040; 
T. Lindley «W.1,.), £2, $78; f. M. Saul (W.L.), 34, 724; Eric Bernard 
Tingle (R.I.R.), 62, 795; Robert ingham (W.L.), 45, 686. 


Section No. 9. Cross-hreds.—Wilson -Beatitie (B.L. x R.I.R.j, 
90, 1042. 


Section 10. Ducks.—Wil3on Beattie ‘K.-C.), 74, 872; Maunder 
and Colsom (K.-C.), —, 693; Chivers and Sons (K.-C.), 78, 668: Oscar 
Cc. Brown (K.-©.', --, 701. 


Section No. 1]. One Duck.—Arthur C. Marston (K.-C.), —, 174; 
Osear C. Brown (K.-C.), 25, 195; Capt. P. C. Thompson (K.-C.),- 25, 
138: Mrs. E. M. Kirkley (W.R.),.—, 103; A.-D. and E A. Wilkin- 
son (K.-C) 18, 101. 
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MIRFIELD AND DISTRICT POULTRY-KEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


LAYING TRIALS. 1924/26.—Final Report. 


September 27th closed the final period of the Test (43 weeks) , 
only one pullet having laid over 20 eggs during ihe month. Three 
deaths have occurred during the month. 


The leading pullet in the Test with the highest score is No. 
111, score 270. bred and owned by Mr. P. Furness, also winner of 
the following awards :— 


Diploma, best individual bird in the Test. 

Silver Challenge Cup for laying the largest number of eggs. 
Silver Spoon for the best individual R.LR. 

Silver Spoon for the best individual A.O.V. Heavy. 


Silver Medal for the best member’s bird at the close of the 
first sixth monthly period. 


Silver Spoon for the best member's oird at the close of the 
ninth monthly period. 


This bird has created a record over all other breeds during 
any test organised by the ahove Associatiom 


Pen 12, Buff Rocks, the property of Mr. W. Horsley, winners 
of the two-guinea sitting of eggs, Members’ Cup for best pen 
Heavy Breed Section. 


Pullet 130, White Leghorn, property of Mr. Blackburn, winner 
of Gold Medal, for the hest individual bird (single) test; Members 
Oup for best single bird, Light; Silver Spoon for the best White 
Leghorn. 


Pen 6. White Wyandottes, property of Messrs Ledgard and 
Brown winners of Silver Fruit Dish. 


Pullet 87, White Wyandotte, property of Mr. _H. Poole, win- 
ner of Silver Spoon, for the best imdividual White Wyandotte. 


Pullet 46. Black Ieghorn, property of Davy and.Son, Keigh- 
ley, winner of Gold Medal, for highest score A.O.V. Light Breed, 
excluding White Leghorn, and Silver Spoon, for best individual 
A.O.V. Light: Silver Spoon for the: best Black Leghorn. 


Pullet 115, winmer of 5s special, for the best Light Suesex, 
the property of Mr. I. E. Burnett. 


Pullet 155, White Wyandotte, property of Mr. H. Crowther, 
Members’ Cup for best Single Bird, Heavy. 


Pen B., White Ieghorns, the property of Mr. N. Firth, Mem- 
bers’ Cup, for best Pen Light Breed Section. 


The following is the final positions, the Gold, Silver and 
Bronze as ee are additional awards to the specials already 
mentioned :— 


White Leghorn Pen (Three Birds).—Mr. N. Firth, 433 eggs (gold 
medal): Mr. A. V. Erman, 400 (silver medal); Ledgard and Brown. 
387 (bronze medail). 


A.9.V. Light (Two Birds)—Davy and Sons, 261 (gold m®édal): 
nee “9 Poole. 239 (silver medal); Davy and Sons, 208 (bronze 
meda!). 


White Wyandottes ,Three Birds).—Ledgard and Brown, 391 
(gold medal); Mr. A. G. V. Ermen, 3783 (silver medal); Mr. R 
Scott, 357 (bronze medal). 


Any Other Variety, Heavy (Three Birds};—Mr. W Horsley, 512 
‘gold medal): Mr. P. Furness, 499 (silver medal); Mr. T. E. Burnett, 
371 (bronze medal). 


White Leghorns (Single Bird)—Myr. A. Blackburn. 189 (gold 
medal}; Mr. W. Horsley, 187 (silver medai); Ledgard and Brown, 
187 (bronze medal). : 


Any Other Variety Light (Single Bird).--Sykes Bros., 136 (gold 
medal); Mr. F. Elmoar, 112 (silver medal); Ledgard and Brown, 
191 (bronze medal). 


White Wyandottes ‘Single Bird)—M. H. Crowther, 167 (gold 
medal); Mr C Whitley, 155 (silver medal): Mr. J. Rastrick 
145. (bronze medal). 


Any Other Variety (Single Bird, Heavy).-Mr. E. Saxton, 158 
(gold medal); Mr T F. Burnett, 150 (silver medal); Mr W. Sax- 
ton. 140 (bronze medal). 


Second Class Certificates—No. 114, T. E. Burnett: No. 116, T. 
F Burnett; No. 132, Ledgard and Brown; No. 119, W. Horsley. 


First Class Certificates—No. 111, P. Furness; No. 113, T. E. 
Burnett, No. 117, W. Horsley; No. 126, W. Horsley; No. 130, <A. 
Blackburn. 
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Market Report. 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23rd, 1925, - 


SS - 
S. 


. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat is in smaller 
supply, and, with am improved demand, is dearer at all mar: 
kets, the average quotation for milling samples being 10s. 84 
per cwt., as against 10s. 5d. last week. Good quality samples of 
British malting barley are scarce, and at London have made 
16s. 3d. to 18s. 9d. per cwt., while secondary samples are in 
abundant supply, but the average quotation is unchanged at 


about 12s. per ewt. Feeding barley and English oats mostly sell 
at late rates. % 


>. 
* 


Imported wheat is sparingly offered for immediately delivery 
but trade is-slow and prices in some instances are slightly lower 
on the week. Foreign feeding barley mostly sells at slightly 
easier prices, and imported cats, although not plentiful, realise 
less money, but at London recent rates. are fully maintained 
Maize is cheaper ai Bristol and Liverpool, and’ Argentine now 
averages. 8s. 7d. per cwt, oa 

Trade for brar and coarse middlings has varied at the 
different centres, and bran now averages £7 3s. and coarse mid 
dlings £8 17s. per ton. Rarley meal and maize meal are cheapel 
at most markets, the former selling at an average price of 
£9 16s. and the latter at £9 17s. per ton. Linseed and cotton 
seed cakes have again declined in value. 2 


MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 12s; Hull 
£7 2s; Liverpool, £7; London, £6 17s. Broad Bran: Bristol 
£6 17s; Hull, £8 Ss; London, £8 5s. Middlings—Fine (Iniported) 
London, £9 5s; Coarse (British); Bristol, £9 2s; Hull, £9 5s 
Liverpool, £8 15s; London, £38 5s. Pollards ‘Imported): Bristol 
£7 10s; Hull, £6 17s; London, £7 2s, Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 168 
Liverpool, £7. MEAL.--Barley Meal: Bristol, £9 10s; Hull, £9 18s 
London, £10. Maize Meal: Bristol, £10 15s; Hull, £9 5s; Liverpool 
£9 10s; London, £10. Maize Meal (8. African): Bristol, £9 15s 
Hull, £8 10s, Liverpool, £9; Lendon, £8 12s. Maize Germ Meal 
Hull, £9 10s; Liondon, £9 10s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £i1 ¥s 
London, £9 15s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, £10 
Liverpool,. £9 5s; London, £9 12s. Rean Meal: Bristol, £13 5 
Hull, £11 3s; London, £12 5s. Fish Meal: Bristol, £21; Hull 
£20 10s; Liverpool, £20 10s; London, £20 10s. e 


pees 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 
a 
British and best imported eggs are scarce and considerably 
dearer, but there is not much inquiry for the cheaper grade 
and some of these have declined in price. Nothing of interes 
is reported from the dead poultry markets, where prices are litth 
altered on the week. ed 

Week-end Prices—kgegs (per 120): British, 27s 3d, 21s 2d: Irish 
25s 9d, 24s 9d; Danish, 25s 3d,~24s 3d: Dutch, 26s Od, 24s 3d 
Canadian, 19s 9d, 18s Cd: Belgian, 24s 0d, 23s 0d ;Italian, 2is 9d 
?0s 9d; Argentine. 17s 6d, 16s 0d; Lithuanian, 17s 0d, 16s ‘ 
Polish, 13s 6d, 13s Od; Chinese, 14s 9d, 13s 6d; Russian, 158 9 
14s 3d; Australian, 223 0d, 21s 0d; Esthonian, 17s 0d, 14s 0d. 

Dead Poultry (per 1b.)- Fowls—Surrey, 1s 7d, 1s 3d; I 
is 1d, iid; Others, 1s 3d, 1s Od. Ducks, 1s 3d, 1s 0d. Gee 
ls 1d, 10d. : ; 


EGGS. 


Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 3s 1d; Second, 2s 10d. Birminghé 
First, 2s 93d; Second, 23 74d...Bridgwater: First, 3s 2d; Seco 
2s 9d. Chelmsford: First, 3s 0d;.Second, 2s, 84d. Colchester: First 
3s Od; Second, 2s 33d. Doncaster: First, 38. 2d; Second, 3s 0d 
Dorchester: First, 3s 2d; Second, 3s id. Exeter: First, 28s i 
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reford: Kirst, 2s 8d. King’s Lynn: First, 2s 94; Second, 2s 6d. 
wmidilo: First, 3s 0d; Second, 2s 9d. Mold: First, 3s 0d; Second, 
Wd. Montgomery: First, 2s 10d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 0d; 
jond, 2s 9d. Norwich: First, 2s 9d, Second, 2s 5d. Oswestry : 
St, ds 2d; Second, 3s id. Penzance: First, 28 4d; Second, 2s 3d. 
Tron Walden: First, 3s 14d; Second, 2s 84d. St. Ives (Hunts): 
st, 3s 1d; Second, 2s iid. First, 2s 11d; Second, 
9d. Skipton: First, 2s 9d. First, 2s 4d. Welshpool: 
St, 25 9d; Second, 2s 6d. *Carlisle: First, 3s Od. *Derby: First, 
Od. *Ipswich: First, 33 0d; Second, 28 3d. *Lincoln: First, 
9d. *Shrewsbury: First, 33 2d; Second, 3s 0d. “York: First, 
Qd; Second, 2s lid 


Salisbury: 
Truro: 


FOWLS. 
Per lb—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
‘st, }4s 6d; Second, #43 0d. Exeter. First, 1s 2d. Hereford: 
st, Is 2d; Second, 1s 0d. Liandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 3d. 
wport (Mon.): First, is 6d; Second, is 2d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. 
Ishpool: First, is 0d; Second, 10d. *Derby: First, +5s 0d; Second, 
6d. .*Ipswich: First, 1s 6d. *Lincoln: First, 45s 6d; Second, 
6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 2d. *York: First, 
0d; Second, t4s Od. 

DUCKS. 
Per lb—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
st, +$s 01 Second. t4s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 2d. Hereford: First, 
td; Second, is 0d. Llendilo: First, is 5d; Second, 1s 3d. Welsh- 
I: First, 1s 0d; Second, 10d. “Derby: First, 44s 6d; Second, 
6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 4d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 5d; Second, 
2d. *York: First, +5s 9d; Second, 45s 0d. 
* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
fers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
d to producers by retailers. + Per head. 
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BOARD OF AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND. 


EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-25. 


ig8 Production of Leading Pens at end of Twelfth Period— 
Isth September, 1925, 


Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 


Section 1. White Leghorns,—D. Baxter, Lamark, 1382, 1316: J. 
mtice, Uddingston, 1909, 1122: J. W. Dobbie, Rothesay, 1326, 1102. 
Section 2, White Wyandottes.—R. A. Oliver. Boarhills, Fife, 
, 1166; S. E. & Burnett, Colliston, Arbroath, 1034, 869. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Reds.—Mrs. Logan, West Kilbride, 
| 1269; H. P. Rocke, Stevenston, 1140, 1101. 
Section 4 Non-Sitters other than White Leghorns.—R. Scott 
Bey oumeston, 1215, 1121; Jackson and Johnstone, Stonehouse, 
Section 5. Sitters other than in Sections 2 and 3—J Adams, 
ae eee hire, 1963, 1062; Mrs. 1, Craig, Borlandhills, Dun- 


Section 6. Ducks.—H. S. Godsmark, Ashford, Kent, 1270, 1220; 
R. A. Jong, Shefford, Beds., 1062, 1055. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


® many of our readers are under the impression that they 
if necessarily be scientists, pedigree breeders, or farmers on a 
@ scale to render themselves eligible for membership of the 
‘B.A. This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out to 
St all grades of poultry-keepers, from-the proprietor of the 
00-hen farm to the intensivist with his dozen or so birds; all 
‘entitled to equal benefits. The Five Shilling subscription 
88 with it many advantages, namely: Free Advice by Post, 
Opy of the Annual Register, the Benefits of the Discount 
fm, and many other advantages too numerous to mention 
» You should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
f NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, Sussex. 


fe Financial Year began on ist September, 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries ‘are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs *’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 

Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 

Subscription to S.P.B.A., 88. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editor, The 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘“Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisements Rates will be found at top of first page 
ef classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 


Owing te the sver-increasing circuistion of “Eggs,” it te 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are received 
by PFiRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in the 
following Wednesday's issue. It is hardly necessary to add that 
the earlier in the wock we receive copy the better it is for every: 
ene suncerneé. 


Classi@ed Advertisement Rates wiil 


be found at top of frst page 
of classified advertisements. 


PROOFS,—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MONDAY 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE. 
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Two Invaluable Aids to Successful Poultry. 


Farming. 


Handling One - Man 


and Observation. PEERS 2: ES P oultry E arming. 
By TOM NEWMAN. By A. H. CAPPER. 


BES Se oN ee 

: HE series of articles by Mr. A. H. 

CON ING Eight Coloured Capper, qwhich-appeatedin “begs a 

Illustrations, each on a separate are now published in Book Form, which 
sheet, giving a real idea as to includes plans of laying houses. 


the value of the Handling Test, 
with full Explanatory Text. 


Written by a Practical Man _ fer 
Fr a eee Practical People. 

@ ——_@——__ 

Price 1/3 Post Free 1/43 Price I/- Post Free 1/3 — 


: vd O fi A copy of ‘‘ Handling and Observation,’’ together with a copy of ‘‘One-Man Poultry Farming’ 
Special fi er. ’ for 2s., Post Free. . 


will be sent to any reader of ‘‘Eggs’ 


Apply—The Secretary, S.P.B.A., The Beeches. Rudgwick, Sussex. & 


FOR THESFIRST TIME. IN A “POPULAR ” EDITION. 


“The Inheritance of Fecundity 


in Fowls.”’ 
THE FAMOUS WORK OF THE LATE OSCAR SMART. ~ 


IS great book by Oscar Smart is probably the most valuable standatd work any poultry breeder can obtain It 
is of absorbing interest and has proved a really practical help to large numbers of successful breeders. Next to 
having your matings arranged by an expert of Oscar Smart’s own ability and experience, this book will give you the 
best possible chance of success. If you are seriously interested in Poultry Breeding you cannot afford to be withaut it- 


) Guaranteed Unabridged 
7 Post Free, 1/10. 


' Although this isa ‘‘Cheap’”’ Edition, it is carefully printed, and not one word of the origina] 
has been missed. It offers an opportunity for all to study the most vital question of mating and 
selecting in the light of experience gained by a man who made the subject the study of his life. _ 


Now available in 


Cheap Edition 


en Seen ee ee at ee 


‘sated 
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If you have any difficulty in obtaining your copy, write direct to 


THE CITY AND SOUTH LONDON PRINTING AND PUBLISHING CO., Ltd., 


jt 94, FARNCOMBE STREET, LONDON, S.E.16. 


H The ORIGINAL EDITION is still on sale at 5/- per 


w 4th, 1925. 
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Twelve Ste tw Post ise 12/8 
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(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLPH MEECH)}. 
Edited by TOM NEWMAN. CQ & 1$za 
Six Mont ., 
Three Months a - 3/3 


Price TWOPENCE. 
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R.I. RED, SON OF No. 54. R.I. RED, * DELAWARE PRINCESS; 
Laid 230 2jozs. eggs in 12 months and only once 246 eggs, Best hen in my winning pen, North 
broody in 3 years. Sire’s Dam “ Ruby Queen.” American International Laying Trials. 
Bred by and the Property of 


W. M. Golden, 
Eaglesfield Poultry Farm, Leire, Rugby 


Ga SM =) ; 


November 4th, 192% 
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The “Heydown ” 


Pre-eminent Strains 
deserve praise and get it! 
to 


“as 


THIS WEEK’S TESTIMONIAL. 


ne ene rm mene arp 


Eastriggs, N.B. 


“The 800 Rhode Island Red hens supplied by you are= Pe 
now averaging 7} dozen eggs per day. We are very ©: 
pleased indeed with them, and shall be glad if you will *. 
send on the 800 White Leghorns as soon as possible. 

‘ (Signed) DG. ': Bas 7 
2: 
Second season birds of the ‘‘ Heydown” strains, in a” 
flock of 300, are averaging nearly 30 per cent. at the end 
of October, and this in bleak Scotland. Not bad going 


this! We still have a few left in our five varieties.” 


W.L., W.W., B.L., Li S., R. i. R. 


Send a postcard at once for our ilustrated catalogued 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 


““Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 
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Eclipse a... ee goa experiments 


and now the 


Poultry : faeces, —— > ah hone in a. 
Houses: ASE Ne pores a 


aor 


upon 
our own farm, 


Scientifically 


Designed. A No. 8 (Three= 


Shee " Section) supplied 
Soundly Constructed. Sees’ 3 “ys = Le and used _ intensivel 
Pee Le ; by Mr.. G. Calthrop, 

Complete in Lae xe ‘ Junr., Normans, 4 

every Detail. (oe nee : on a ee as Wella, Nonfolk. 


At our NEW ADDRESS we have greatly increased our facilities for dealing with our rapidly increasing business. 
WRITE FOR OUR CATALOGUE. 


Grand International Show, Crystal Palace, 
November 17th, 18th & 19th. Our Stand No. is 36. 


PERIVALE POULTRY FARM & A Ks 
HERBERT W. MARTIN, east HARLING, ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK: 


Editorial. 


ONE THING AND ANOTHER. 


Contained in the following letter 1s a problem 
hich is both interesting and puzzling. Perhaps our 
faders can help’us to the solution. The letter ts 
om the Secretary of the Liverpool Branch of the 
5... b.AS— 
‘A member purchased last season a White 
* Leghorn cockerel, the dam’s record was given 
as 202, winter 62 2}0z. eggs, which he matted 
to a pen of nine three-year-old hens, bought 
‘as five months pullets from the same breeder. 
(These hens have been kept intensively for two 
seasons, records over 200 eggs both seasons. ) 
Guaranteed unrelated to the cockerel. Now 
' the trouble is, that the pullets bred from the 
above mating, hatched January, . February, 
and March, are only laying eggs about I¢ oz. 
R.I. Red and White Wyandotte pullets, hatched 
about the same time, and fed simliarly to the 
Leghorns, are producing good marketable eggs. 
Purchasers of sittings from the above pen are 
also bringing their eggs to him, and asking 
him to account for the small eggs which they 
are getting from pullets hatched from his 
sittings. I have seen myself some of the eggs, 
and they look to me more lke pigeons’ eggs 
than hen eggs. He informs me that the hens 
from the pen lay 2} to 24 oz. eggs, and have 
been large-egg layers both in their first and 
second years, which I should say clears the 
pen from suspicion. The cockerel is on the 
small size for a Leghorn, but very vigorous. 
Hatchability has been excellent, but the pullets 
take after the cockerel—on the small side. 
1 advised him to wait until he saw the eggs the 
April-hatched birds laid.’ 
The first inclination is to blame the breeder, 
ft we must not be foo hasty, and there are several 
Ssible explanations. But for the fact that R.I. 
tds and Wyandottes reared in the same manner 
€ laying marketable eggs, and that purchasers 
Sittings have brought their eggs back to the 
Mdor demanding an explanation, we might have 
gested that the pullets had been either under- 
dor otherwise badly reared, or that they had 
€n fed on an over-stimulating ration, but this 
Ssibility is ruled out for the reason given, The 
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next possibility is that the cockerel was really 
bred from a small-egg dam, and this we cannot 
lightly dismiss, but 1+ oz. or pigeons’ eggs from 
a White Leghorn!!! it is an extreme case, too ex- 
treme to admit the possibility of the small egg 
being inherited—that is to say, a I} oz. egg, had 
it been merely a small egg, then we should have 
had no great difficulty, but might have definitely 
said that the male was bred from a small-egg 
dam. There are two outstanding facts, one is 
the wise advice of the Secretary to wait until the 
April-hatched pullets ‘had laid, the other is the 
small size of the cockerel, and the fact that the 
pullets bred from this mating were small. In our 
view the explanation is, that the cockerel was 
a very precocious bird—that is to say, he de- 
veloped very early sexually, and that he trans- 
mitted this early sexual development to his pullets, 
which were also small. They were not small 
because he was a small bird, if the dams were 
sizeable the pullets would have been of fair size 
had they not inherited the precocity of the male, 
coupled with the early hatching which generally 
results in an earlier maturity. As it is, they prob- 
ably inherited high fecundity, and when starting 
laying laid at a rate which made such a demand on 
them that further bodily development was not 
possible, and as the reproductive organs develop 
with the body we get the small egg. We shall 
probably find that the April-hatched pullets will 
lay a larger egg than their earlier hatched sisters, 
but nat such a large one as their dam’s. 
ANOTHER. 

Ihe writer says he has three 1924 White 
Wyandottes (cockerels). No. 1 is of average size, 
full of life’ and vigour, with tremendously - de- 
veloped wattles, neat comb, a real ‘‘ warrior ”’ 
head—the ‘‘boss bird” of three, but is rather 
“ strawy ’” on back. No.-2 is rather small, and 
the writer does not like him, so he can be ruled 
out- No. 3 1s the largest of the three, practically 
up to exhibition size, but of utility type, fair de- 
velopment of head points only, a more clumsy walk 
than number one, but is a grand snow white bird— 
just through the moult. Against these good points 
is the fact that when the three were mated to 50 
pullets on the semi-intensive system; he was 
mortally afraid of the other two, but since they 
have been at liberty he has plucked up a bit. 
“Which of 1 and 3 would you keep to mate to a 
pen of ten? ”’ 

We are not told whether egg production is the 
cbject or not, but if such is the case we un- 
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hesitatingly plump for No. |. The objections to 
No. 2 are, first, his size, for great Size 1S correlated 
with late maturity, and late maturity with low 
fecundity ; secondly, it most frequently happens 
that a cowardly bird is not well developed sexually ; 
thirdly, the clumsy walk suggests that the bird 
would not fertilise the eggs well. | 

The second question from our correspondent 
relates to a White Leghorn cockerel, with black 
ticking in the neck hackle. When he was younger 
they showed up more plainly than now. He is a 
splendid bird in other respects. If he 1s used in 
the breeding pen, will the progeny show the same 
fault? The answer is YES. In the case of the 
majority of his mates the trouble will not arise, and 
the white will be dominant to the black, but in the 
case of others who carry black pigment as a 
recessive, a percentage of the progeny will be 
ticked with blaick. 

The third question is :—The writer has trapped 
for winter records only for the last two seasons 
White Leghorns, and he has found that those with 
records below 40 have been laying much larger 
eggs than the others—for the last three or four 
months would say they have averaged quite 
2i ozs., the others a bare 2 02S. As he will be 
short of breeders next spring, had he better breed 
from the best of the under 4o lot, or the best of 
his 1925 pullets? 

We may take it that this is a case where a wide 
discretion should be used. It is not a case of 
inherited small egg, but rather one small egg 
caused by precocity. We should be inclined to 
mate the pullets which exceeded the 40-egg winter 
record to the son of a a hen laying an egg of not 
less than 2} oz. weight. He should be a 
well-developed bird with plenty of bone ; and may 
we here remark, that a bird may have plenty of 
bone without being coarse, a fact which is not 
always' recognised. It would be inadvisable to 
breed from those with records of under 40; the 
1925 pullets would fbe preferable if careful sélection 
of well-developed birds was made. 


cr 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the SP BA. 
This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
with it many advantages, namely : Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many other 


advantages too numerous to mention here. You | 


should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Horsham, Sussex. The financial year began on 
ist September. 


A Year on a Poultry 
Farm. 


By Lieut.-Colonel J. MACRORY, D.S.O. 


CHAPTER II. 


We left the top sections of the first two Doubh 
Gloucesters attempting to hatch every hatchabl 
egg. (1 must agaim remind you that the Doubl 
Gloucester is not a cheese, whenever it 1s MeL 
tioned in this veracious account. The ‘only & 
semblance it might possibly have to that edible 1 
iis smell just -after a hatch.) 


New readers must understand that | am @ 
fortunate possessor of tour Double Gloucesters 
each holding, roughly, five hundred eggs in it 
two compartments. The general scheme of hatel 
ing adopted here was to bring forth a potential MN 
hundred chicks each week—preferably on Sunday: 
on the principle that the better the day the bette 
the deed. J am not sure that the chickens hat 
justified their religious start in life. (Sometime 
1 think that nothing would make a chicken reall 
religious.) This scheme, which sounds so simph 
really involves very high mathematics to work 
out in practice, owing to the fact that you han 
to start the incubators in pairs, and transier tl 
eggs from the top compartments to the botte 
ones on the eleventh day after startmg. lo pt 
pare the chart is really almost as interesting % 


solving a crossword puzzle. 


In any case, I started up my frst two Doub 
Gloucesters, having hung them round with my jar 
jars full of water with wicks leading into the he 
air chamber. I should like to digress a littley 
this pomt in order to go fully mto the matter) 
these wicks. It may seem quite simple to stick } 
old thing into a jar of water, and expect it” 
draw the moisture up. As a matter of fact, eM 
this question of the wicks required years of 4 
search to find a satisfactory answer. J tried silk, 
cords, having observed that my Hygrometers us 
silk wicks. They proved of little use m practi 
[ tried tow, I tried strips of linen, I tried blottin 
paper (it was the best blotting-paper, too, like t 
March Hare’s butter); I tried every sort of thi 
known to science, and they all failed me. Atk 
[ found the perfect medium, and since I found 
the members of this household have gone abt 
the house girt about their middles with bootlat 
and scraps of rope ferreted from the outhoust 
The perfect medium is, in fact, pyjama girdk 
Scientifically I will not attempt to explain 
but practically I know it works. One ordin 
member of an ordinary household should be @ 
ta furnish wicks sufficient for one Double Glouces 
incubator. If you still persist in wearing the © 
fashioned nightshirt, I fear you will never be al 
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thatch every hatchable egg (it will take you all 
ir time to do this even if you wear pyjamas). 


After this small and comparatively unimportant 
mession, let us, rf you please, return to our 
ubators. 


the Double Gloucester is a very peculiar machine 
some ways ; it is also a very excellent machine. 
2 top portion is a hot-water incubator, but it 
} practically no ventilation. The eggs remain 
the first eleven days of their extstence—has 
egg an existence, by the way,-in a warm stag- 
tt atmosphere? This is, I believe, very good 
‘them at this stage. They don’t want fresh air 
L exercise, they simply want a nice placid, tem- 
ate twilight slumber, which they certainly get 
hat top drawer. I have found, in addition, that 
y get practically the ideal amount of moisture 
the top compartment. Once they move to the 
€r compartment, however, they get plenty of 
jh air and sanitation—-and they don’t like it, 
355 you give them plenty of moisture, too. - You 
hardly give them too much moisture, the egg 
in incipient drunkard in this respect. Even 
pyjama cords cannot deliver the goods in this 
ct, and, as for the little moisture trays sup- 
d with the machines, the hygrometers laugh 
ntoscorn. Having discovered that I was deal- 
With a really thirsty article, | began to satisfy 
craving in every possible way. I fairly flooded 
% eggs with water twice daily, and I supplied 
BR with wet mattresses of sacking spread on 
Of the nursery trays. I have had a hatch of 
dy go per cent. in, two of my large Gloucesters 
means of these heroic measures, and when I 
* refrained from this (apparently) excessive 
stening, I have had hatches of as low as 20 per 


» So that I am nowadays all out for water— 


it, water everywhere, and not:a drop to drink ; 
it all to the eggs and find something else to 
< yourself. 


lere is another point about this incubation 
tening question, and that is, that, in my ex- 
mce, the chicks that are hatched in a really 
t atmosphere, are aiways® much bigger, 
sr, and contented-looking than those which are 
ged into existence under drier conditions. 
4s perfectly natural, so I need not digress 
@ to explain the reason. 


thout going into exact details and figures of 
mcubation, I may tell you in confidence that 
he last three years I have annually consigned 
£6,000 eggs of very excellent calibre to the 
of my four Double Gloucesters, and that I 
annually hatched a shade over 3,000 chicks. 
€ fond of mathematics can work out my per- 
ige of hatching from the above figures, others 
Yass On with me to brighter subjects. 


lave lately been informed (in ‘‘ Eggs ’’) that 
Ursery tray in hot-air incubators is a veritable 


death-trap on account of the great difference in 
temperature between it and the egg tray. I do 
not, however, think that this argument is sound. 
It might be if the chicks were going to spend the 
whole of their existence wallowing among the 
debris of the egg tray, but, seeing that they have 
to leave the incubator altogether very soon and 
face the cold, cold world on their journey to their 
brooder, I have come to the conclusion that once 
the chick is out of the egg a very large proportion 
of its troubles are over. It can, in my opinion, 
face quite a lot of temperature changes. After all, 
it has to live in a brooder with an average tem- 
peratuie of under go degrees, and the temperature 
of the nursery drawer is nearly always greater 
than that, so I hardly think that much harm can 
accrue to the chick from its first fall in the world. 


In any case I like the nursery draiwer, for it saves 
me a whole lot cf labour when the moment of trans- 
ferring arrives. I simply lure all chicks worthy 
of the name forward from the egg drawer to their 
fall, and having got the nursery drawer as full as 
possible I spread a blanket on the ground (I always 
use my youngest daughter’s blanket, because she 
is reasonable about such things, and I am not quite 
So sure of Mrs. Macrory’s.views), withdraw. the 
nursery drawer gently but firmly, decapitating as 
few chicks as possible in the operation, place it 
in the centre of my youngest daughter’s blanket, 
wrap it smartly up in the latter, place the whole 
bag of tricks under my arm, and walk off proudly 
to the brooder house (accompanied by derisive cries 
from the family of “ Bring out your dead ’’—my 
family have ‘a perverted sense of humour), where 
I count the spoil as I dump it under the hot-water 
pipes. 


We decided long ago that it was breaking the 
rules to count chickens with bandy legs; chickens 
with twisted necks, chickens with egg shells and 
yolks hanging around them, chickens with four legs 
and two heads, and. such like curiosities of nature 
and‘incubation. We give these away to our friends 
and only count in the averages such as look as 
though, given reasonable care, they might become 
useful and creditable members of society. 


We may be poor, but we are honest. You will 
hear of no. 100 per cent. hatches from the Ardmore 
Poultry Farm, nor of every hatchable egg being 
hatched. Such things MAY happen—but not here. 


But isn’t this chapter about long enough? The 
chickens are up under the brooder, the unhatch- 
able and C3 individuals have departed, via the 
river, for that bourne from which no traveller re- 
turns, and what more do you want? 


There is no room in this issue of ‘‘ Eggs” for 
another digression on my part, but there are lots 
of other digressions coming in-future issues. 


Let’s wait in patience for them. 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS. 


Rev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 


in these columns, 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Majer C. G._ Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc.. M.R.C.V.S.. Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed and sent. by post immediately after 
death. marked for immediate delivery. The fee 1s 6s. for a 

e and address of the gender should 

j Advice of dispatch and 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
whiting their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies b ost (Not. Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members Of the §.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except pust-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the §.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the. Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 


Major Saunders). 
ALL questions should be addreseed to the Editor. Major Saunders 


does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columms, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


¢. C. (Nairn) sends samples of thirds at 13s. 6d. 
cwt., and bran at IIs. The bran is a poor sample, 
and dear at the money, and the thirds, although 
of good quality, are at least 1s. per cwt. too dear ; 
but-as 1 understand. this’ -1s') owamg, "In |< great 
measure, to carriage, this comment must be 
modified. Considering the quality of the in 
gredients, I do not think the mash supplied 1s 
good enough. Tims is made up of: 3 lbs. bran, 
one fish or meat meal, 2 hashed oats and one of 
alfalfa meal. The bran should ‘be omitted entirely, 
and in place of this 4 lbs. of the thirds should be™ 
nsed. 1 think ‘°C. .C.’’ should jom the S.P.B.A. 
and buy the mashes ready mixed in larger quan- 
tities. The prices she is paying are so high that 
she really would be much wiser to buy through the 
Association, as we could put-on rail at a very much 
lower price than she can buy. 


“Novice”? (Lincs.) sends me a sample of what 
he describes as a ‘‘ sample of fish meal, advertised 
as ‘ prepared fish meal,’ and, sold in the bags of a 
proprietary firm.’’ The price is 20s. per cwt., and 
the firm state that it contains 5. per cent. oil and 
40 per cent. albuminoids. ‘Novice’’ had not fed 
fish meal previously, but since giving rather less 
than 10 per cent. in the mash the droppings have 
been very mustard-coloured and loose, and the 


clder birds have produced less eggs, and he has 
been giving the fish meal for a month.—It is%@ 
very inferior sample, probably made from the refuse 
from the London fish markets ; dark in colour. 7 
‘s deficient in lime phosphates; and would not Be 
worth more than half the price. There is no doub 
this fish meal is upsetting the birds, and it wouk 
be wise if he scrapped it immediately. His feed 
ing in other respects is quite satisfactory. Ther 
would be no harm in his mixing the mash with ho 
water over night, and drying off with half sharp 
in the morning. No, IJ think two vigorous cocker 
(White Leghorns) would hardly be sufficient & 
run with 60 Light Sussex and White Leghorn hen: 
next spring. In spite of isolated cases, where OOK 
fertility has been obtained, I think he should mn 
four cockerels with the 60 birds. . 


_J. K. (Stirling) writes to ask the approximat 
cost of hatchmg and rearing turkeys for mim 
months, from April to December, and average pric 
when sold. (2) If free range is not available, hoy 
many could-he run per acre provided two or thre 
cabbages were given daily so as to supply # 
necessary green food? (3) Is there any prol 
ability of disease being carried by turkeys the 
infect hens? He finds ‘‘Eggs’’ very interestin 
and helpful.—In reply to his first query, no figure 
are available, but a cockerel of good weight an 
well developed would probably cost 41 for fooe 
The higher the weight the greater the cost 0 
each additiona! pound of flesh. Cost depends/0 
quality and markets. The average price would t 
anything from 2s. to 2s. 1od. per lb. It woul 
be most unwise to attempt rearing except on fr 
range, as turkeys foul land very quickly. d 
answer to his third query : there would be dang 
of coccidiosis and gapes. The turkey is the ho 
of the gape worm. From my correspondent’s lett 
I gather that he is not in a position to keep turkey 
profitable. a 


rs 


(Scotland.) In answer to-another question fro 
Scotland yas to whether I have proved that turke) 
sitting upon trees at nights do better than wh 
housed, they are far better when allowed to peri 


x 


out. : ae 


L. N. D. (Norfolk) sends post-mortem report 
a bird which was said to have died from got 
caused by the excessive feeding of animal protel 
My correspondent sends an account of his feedin 
and in answer to his letter I state, most emphat 
ally, that the bird did not die from an excess 
animal protein, as the total amount was less th 
five per cent. of the total ration. I think it shot 
be recognised that there are individuals m €vé 
flock of birds with a tendency to some disease 
other, jgist-as is the case with humanity. Thus 
get post-mortem reports stating that a hen I 
died from fatty degeneration, and advising twen 
four hours’ starvation, and a dose of Glauber sal 
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th the result that half the flock are sent into a 
yult, or there is a very big drop in egg production. 
| these facts should be taken into consideration, 


d the flock should never be treated for the in- ° 


jdual. When such a report is. received the 
eeder Should consider the whole of the flock. If 
2 health of these is satisfactory, and in the caise 
ere fatty degeneration and a recommendation 
th it has been received, and the flock are putting 
»good records, he may be sure it is most unlikely 
at he is over-feeding. ‘‘L. N. D.” wishes to 
ow whether he can cross his Cam Leghorns with 
cockerel from another strain. This will be all 
tht, provided that the dam’s record is satis- 
ctory—that is to say, that the winter record 
good, size of egg satisfactory, the record for 
é year good, and the bird laid late into the 
tumn. 


G. A. F. (Stockport) has nine chickens which 
e now eight weeks old, six Light Sussex and 
ree crosses, and he wants these 1o be ready for 
ling at Christmas, and he asks advice as to 
sding. At present they want to be developed 
ther than fattened, and I would suggest that he 
yes them each day a scalded mash of :—-Sussex 
Ound oats and biscuit meal one part each, mid- 
ngs four parts, meat meal half part, dried off 
th bran. These parts are by weight. In addition 
this a good feed would be to get some good 
imp white oats, cover with cold water, and allow 
Simmer on the fire until all the water is absorbed 
d then fed in troughs. Fattening should begin 
ree weeks before killing. A mash made up of 
€ part each barley meal and Sussex ground oats, 
d two parts middlings, mixed to a crumbly moist 
asistency with sour skimmed milk. This should 
‘given twice daily. A cheaper mash would be :—- 
ce and cooked potatoes one part each, three 
tts middlings, quarter part meat meal. As he 
ends to kill all the birds, it 1s hardly necessary 
separate the sexes. His next question is that 
‘has a R.I. Red utility pullet of excellent colour 
d type, but her ear lobes are streaked with 
ite. Is she fit for showing in a utility class? 
e€ would not have much chance in the utility 
iss with such a defect as that, unless it is a 
fy small local show. He has four 1925 Leghorn 
lets in a shed 6 ft. x 4 ft. x 5 ft. x 4 ft. ; will 
sy need a run, or will they be all right without 
€? No, the quarters are too cramped. They 
mld need arun. The shed would be all right for 
> birds to perch in, but a covered run would be 
Great advantage where they might scratch. A 
‘al poultry farmer tells him that birds kept com- 
mcially, and dry mash fed, in flocks of 150, 
wuld give 15S. net profit per bird per yeat. Is 
S correct? No, ‘‘G. A. F.,’’ your local-poultry 
Mer talks like a fool. If such a profit was 
ssible, I should be keeping five thousand laying 
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pullets in flocks of 150 at this time. All my cor- 
respondent’s birds aré on earth runs, wet mash 
fed, and confined in bad weather. Will they benefit 
by an allowance of cut green bone daily? No, 
not if he is feeding animal protein in the mash: 
but he could give the cut green bone in place of 
the fish meal or meat meal, whichever he is using, 
giving the birds half an ounce per bird per day. 
““Is my mash ‘suitable for bantams kept for egg 
production, practically on free range?’’ Yes. He 
has a utility Sussex pullet which ‘‘1s true to type, 
good markings, handles beautifully, but her breast 
bone terminates as a knob (see sketch), is she 
suitable for showing?’*’ I am afraid I do not 
quite understand the sketch, There seems to be 
some deformity. ‘‘G. A. F.” adds: “It would 
interest you to know that my hens fed on your 
formulae have laid better than ever, and my chicks 
reared’ on your mashes have grown splendidly.”’ 
Following up this he says that 15s. profit was got 
on two years’ working. .The second-year birds 
were used for breeding, giving a net profit of 
41 10s. in two years. Now, “‘G. A. F.,’’ you are 
young; just try and use a little common sense, 
and do a little mental arithmetic, and see how far 
this is possible. 


S. H. P (Lurgan) its a poultry fancier, and is glad 
to see what work the English Fanciers are domg in 
regard to the marking of foreign eggs. He has 120 hens 
and 30 pullets. More thiam half of taese are White 
Wyandottes, and the remainder R.I Reds, Light 
Sussex and Leghorns—two and three-year olds. The 
highest number of eggs he got this year from the Jot 
was 30 dozen in April. They commenced to lay in 
July, and are over it now, but he is only averaging 
one dozen per day now. The house is 50ft. long and 
14ft. wide, 12ft to 14f high, with a conerete floor. 
The fowls have half-an-aere of lamd, and have access 
to a little crass. They get oats, wheat and cracked 
Indian corn on alternate mornings, anid a soft mash at 
four o’clock, which is a poultry mixture advised 
locally.—My pinion is that S. H. P. would be wiser 
if he were to get rid of ia tot of his old stock. I can- 
not form any opinion of the poultry mixture which 
he is using, but I believe the real fault is with the 
stock, and he is not likely to get many eggs this 
winter with two ‘and three-year-old birds. However, 
I do not believe in pullets going to perch at this time 
of the year on a soft mash, fed at four o'clock. He 
would be wiser to give them the folllowing mash in the 
moming (if he prefers wet mash):—Illb. bram, Slbs. 
middlings, llb, Sussex ground oats, lib. Indian meal, 
and lib. meat amd bone meal or fish meal. About 
Qiozs. of this weighed before scalding, but the actual 
quantity must be a matter of observation; amd as the 
last feed he should give three parts 
anid one kibbled maize. If he ‘had not so many 
old birds J should have recommended move 
kkibbled maize. 
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R. Ti. B. (Churchill) wants advice on incubation. 
His incubators are Gllevum 150-egg hot-air machines. 
His first point is the difference in temperature between 
the nursery drawer and thait of the egg chamber, 
which we know to be about 20 degrees. Hie proposes 
to extend the eog tray up to the front of the nursery 
drawer, where the side is left for the chicks to fall 
down, and to make a small frame of wood and wire 
netting to fit on to the end of the egg tray, at the 
far end. and adjust this on the 19th day, when the 
chicks-begin to fall over He wants to know whether 
there is likely to be any damage done in keeping the 
chicks in the egg tray until the hatch is complete. 
Woulld the chicks already hatched be 1ikely to do any 
harm to those hatching by continually walling about 
on them? Of course in natural hatching this takes 
place, and iit does not generally have any ill-effect. 
Would it be detaimental to the aiready hatched 
chicks to stay in a temperature of 103 to 104 degrees 
for 24 hours or so until hatching ig completed? Do I 
think it is a good plan to hang a curtain over the 
door of the incubator during hatching, so as to keep 
the inside dark, and keep the chiiclis quiet, and prevent 
them from crowding up! to the front?—In answer to 
his question: (1) The idea of extending the egy tray as 
my cornespondent suggests, is quite a sound one. (%) 
No great harm is likely to arise to those hatching 
by those already thatched continually walking about on 
them, but in any case it woulld be advisable to darken 
the glass front oi the incubator. Im my opinion a 
emeat deal of mischief iis done by the glass front of an 
ineubiator, because a miewly-hatched chick is naturally 
exhausted in the process of hatching, and requires 
rest and quiet. Some experiments which have 
already been made demonstrate this. There would be 
mischief done in leaving them until thee hatch is com- 
plete at a ternperature of 108 amid 104 degrees; not so 
much from the temperature of the tmceubator, but 
because’ of the rapid increase in the carbon dioxide 
on the incubator tray. One often sees chicks panting 
from this cause, and they, therefore, should be 
removed. I have already stated that I believe it to 
be an excellent plan to put a curtain over the glass 
door of an incubator during latching ie 


F. P. (Glais) writes and wishes to know concerning 
fowls with excreta adhering behind, yellow in. colour, 
aliso of a most unpleasant odour and cheesy. Would 
I advise breeding from any fowls that are inclined 
that way, and is it in any way related to B.W.B.?— 
F. P. should remove these birds at onee from the 
pen. [am inclined to think that the trouble is due 


tio Clloacitis-vent gleet. It is highly contagious. The 
feathers should be cut away, and the part dressed 
with a solution of Izal “one part in 30C of water). 
Then it would be necessary to syringe this inito the 
vent, using a weaker solution (one part in 500). Two 
teaspoontuls of swect oi! daily would be helpful. The 
disease is mot in any way connected with B.W.D. 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Pull particulars of membership will be sent by return ea 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 
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A CANDID OPINION. 
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So many people ask me to give a * candid 
opinion, maybe on a sample of food, or 
appliance, remedy, mating, etc. What go 
would my opinion be if it were not a candid on} 
It is very nice to be told what you would like| 
be told rather than what you ought to be told, ¥ 
it is rather pleasant than helpful. When a m 
sends you a sample of mouldy food, and tells y 
that he has two or three cwt. in stock, and woi 
like your candid opinion as to whether he shoy 
scrap it or not, and that word candid is heayj 
emphasised, you know jolly well that in his he} 
he 1s hoping you will say it is all right, he can ¥ 
it, and-he is almost trying to persuade you to § 
so. However, to get on. The following is | 
extract from a letter received :— S| 

“IT want your candid -opinion- of —~————_——. Do t} 
knew what they aie talking about, or are they just quad 
You see I ‘nad one flock of young =pullets attacked WI 
Coccidiosis; never had such a thing before, and never W) 
it again, so am trying to find a real preventive if they is Bf 
a thing, which I begin to doubt. Now, x x x x tells) 
that it is my feeding that was the sole cause, and that d| 
is no need to fear infection of the land, which, in spite} 
what he says, I certainly do not intend to use again for a3} 
or two. Now to me such a statement appears silly to say i 
least; but he was rather certain about it, and said for a i 
he could wipe the chance of such a thing right off the fa 
Anather thing he said, don’t feed buttermilk or milk of” 
sort, or you are out for trouble. I say it is the other 
about, am I mght?”’ 


One has only to read the advertisement of 
people in question to know that they are quae 
[hey savour of the old days when the quacks S| 
the elixir of lite at the country fairs to the gapj 
yokels for sixpence a bottle. It is astound} 
that in these times they can appeal to any@} 
The writers of advertisements, however, appear 
have -a better knowledge of humanity than) 
disease., The statement that coccidrosis is 
to the feeding is, of course, absolute nonsen 
My correspondent was wise not to pay the fee, # 
he is very wise not to attempt to rear chicks} 
the same land for a year or two. As to wi 
these people have to say of milk and butterm} 
that 1s utter nonsense. We have demonstrated | 
value of milk too often to pay any attention to] 
ignorant vaporings of a man in search of ad 
Returning to the question of coccidiosis, I vent} 
to suggest that sulphate of iron in the drink} 
water might be worth trying as a preventive af 
the first week. This should*be given for a ff 
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ight, and then discontinued for a week. There 
re sound reasons for this suggestion, which 1 
mil not mention at present, but the iron is not 
ecommended in this case as a tonic, although it 
ml have that effect. 


AND THE TEXT WAS :— 


* All cockerel pens-are sent out on a clear guarantee of 
jiisfaction or money back. You run no risk if you deal with 
ioe x x x . Don't buy a house just from a welll got up 
| cture; be sure you get complete specification.’ 


| The picture was very well got up, now we come 
3 the story. A. — sends for one of these 
jockerel pens. He is not at all satisfied with it, 
qe work was rough, the boards thin and leaky. 
, complains, and in reply receives the following 
tter :— 


* We thank you for your letter to hand this morning, but 
€ must explain that the cockerel pen was built from exactly 
#® same boards as we use in all our houses, and these are 
Yatanteed 5/8 imch tongued and grooved, but when .they go 
rough the planing Dnchie naturally they lose 1/8 inch in 
iekness. 

For the price. charged we are sure that it is very good value, 
id we think it will prove satisfactory for your high- grade stock. 
We shall be glad if you will give it a trial.’ 


This was not satisfactory, and A. writes that 
|= Proposes returning the house. The reply is as 
lows :— 


Be 


With reference to your ‘letter to hand this evening. Now 
you decide to return the cockerel pen, all carriage must be 
vid, as you have no real reason why you should return it. We 
le Sure it is very good value for money, and we think you are 
jiking a big mistake in returning same. 
| We “hope you will reconsider your decision, as you will find 
1% carriage chatges very expensive.’! 
|} Now you see it is not a question of the buyer 
ping satisfied with his purchase, .but of the vendor 
ising satisfied with what he has sold. That is the 

jitle snag in the catalogue, and your interpretation 

}=the text may not be the correct one. The 

jOral (I am not preaching the sermon, only de- 

jicing the moral): Buy your houses through the 
(P.B.A. They have plenty of reputable firms on 
beir list. 
WAnother little trick at the Dairy Show was a 
buse advertised at £3 12s. Very nice—perches, 
list boxes, droppings boards, floors, etc., all 
ited, but if you bought the house under the im- 
lesion that the price was inclusive, as, of course, 

‘e majority of people did, you were ‘doomed to 
‘Sappointment, for you only got the shell. All 
He little items mentioned above come under the 
itm ‘‘ extras.’ 


FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 
\In accordance with the promise given at the 
litry Show, I-hope next week, and in future, to 
j lish weekly the prices of foodstuffs. Gradually 


[sare rubbing the rough edges off the scheme, 
t z 
id lL hope we shall be able to announce important 


| 
(Continued at Foot of Next Column), 


Houses and Flovers at the 
Dairy Show, 1925. 


By P. S. CAMPEELL. 


J 


The reason why the house and the hover are 
taken together in this article is because, in the 
main, they perform the same functions, and should 
be designed on the same principles. 

The house is employed to protect and shelter 
adult stock. the hover to do the same thing for 
chicks, with the addition of having to supply 
artificial heat. 

Anyone going to the Show expecting to see 
novel ideas and variation in designs were doomed 
to disappointment. After reading all the articles 
and correspondence on houses, and the true prin- 
ciples of ventilation that have appeared during the 
last year, they might reasonably have expected 
some changes 

There was only one house in the whole show that 
was constructed on proper lines, and that was an 
‘Apex’”’ house. There was plenty of scope for 
automatic ventilating fittings mm the span-root 
type, but: none were to be seen. 

If no attempt at improvement is ever to be made, 
the apphance makers as a whole would save a 
great deal of money by storing thei houses in 
London for succeeding shows. 

The only relief. from the boredom of inspecting 
houses of a monotonous and’ out-of-date type was a 
discussion with the makers as to the reason of 
this absolute standstill. Their reasons were varied 
and interesting. 

The makers, of course, blamed the public. Most 
of them agreed that the majority of their customers 
were people who were either incapable of making 
their own, or of devising plans and having them 
constructed locally. .The makers, with very few 
exceptions, were just as ignorant of the principles 
of ventilation as the majority of the public. Some 
of them knew absolutely nothing at all about it, 
and thought that a window anywhere would do. 
Cthers complained that customers ‘‘ wanted this 
and that done,’’ but did not understand what 
special fittings were for. It is the duty in these 


improvements in a short time. But please remem- 
ber that the scheme is a new and original one, ‘and 
requires a good deal of thinking over and some 
careful negotiations. Many members send us the 
names of firms, with whom.we find it impossible 
to do !business, and are a little disgruntled because 
we do not take them up; but, you see, when we 
start negotiating with these firms they tell us a 
little more than the member who happens to be 
their customer. 
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cases for the makers to instruct and educate their 
prospective customers.- 

They would learn a very good lesson on how to 
progress in their industry if they paid a visit to 
the Motor Show.’ Any new fitting on a car that 
is scientifically sound is very soon explained to 
the public. They are told why it has been fitted, 
and why it is a necessity. But it must be remem- 
bered that, in the first place, the motor salesmen 
of to-day knows the $cientific and practical side 
of their profession. The majority of the appliance 
makers only know the practical. There was no 
fault to be found in the actual workmanship of the 
houses. 

With regard to the price. It +1s impossible to 
express an opinion; the public and the makers 
will never see eye to eye on that point. 

The hovers were rather more interesting, not 
because their principle of construction was any 
better, but because of their variation in design. 
In most cases an induced current was an absolute 
impossibility. Plenty of heat could be applied but 


“no circulation of air. Some had advantages that 


others had not, but there was not a single one, in 
my opinion, that anywhere approached the perfect 
appliance that the designer claimed it to be. 

Some of them had flat tops. Now how on earth 
can foul air escape out of a hover with a flat top, 
even though it has an aperture round the edge? 
A great many relied on the intake of air in a 
lateral direction. I suppose under these conditions 
theschicks in the fog in the centre have a more 
comfortable night than their companions in ithe 
outer ring ; neither have an enviable time. 

Apart from the ventilating system in most of 
these hovers, the chief drawback is the material 
employed for their construction. A splendid con- 
ductor like galvanised iron cannot possibly fail to 
lose or gain heat with an alteration of the external 
temperatures. 

The education of the poultry industry in the 
matter of ventilation is now as urgent as their 
education in the matter of feeding was a_ few 
vears ago. 

The S.P.B.A. are again to the fore with the 
splendid article in the ‘‘ Dairy Show’’ number of 
‘““Eggs.’’ Apphed Ventilation is an interesting 
subject for the long winter evenings. 


ever had was the eggs were too big for the egg- 
cups! As to grading, folk will not pay more for a 
24 Or 2% oz. egg, but I put»every egg on the 
weighing fboard, and if they don’t all bump down 
at 1?, as pullets’ first efforts sometimes will not, 
they go out as egglets at a much reduced rate, 
and are eagerly sought after. 

Every egg is spotlessly clean and absolutely 
new-laid,and a basket of them, covered with white 
tissue paper, is a goodly sight, 

Let us mark all our eggs and help our standard 


high, there is a tremendous demand for the best. « 


A. MABEL” PIERCE. 


a 
- 
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Correspondence. 


VENTILATION. 
To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—I hay¢e. read the six pages of Mp 
Somerville’s article on Ventilation in the curren 
issue of ‘‘Eggs,’? and I think I have read th 
whole of his previous communications on this suk 
ject, but I must confess that they leave m 
where I was before I read them. They are m 
teresting expositions of the theory of the subject 
and recapitulate knowledge that is in the possessi9 
of the most intelligent men, but of what practice 
value are they? Some of his arguments in favou 
of the apex type of house are very much open ¢ 
question, and on another occasion I will attemp 
to deal with them. For the moment I will suppos 
that the whole of his conclusions are correct, an 
that we desire to put them into practice. How ar 
we to; do it? How many of your readers ca 
construct a ridge ventilator that will always at 
as an outlet and never become an inlet ? Althoug 
I have spent much time and money on experiment 
houses I cannot do it, and have never yet see 
it done. Mr. Somerville’s system hangs entire] 
on this, but it is the one point on which he 4 
silent. J.submit to you, Sir, that one single colum 
on this matter would be of more value to you 
readers than reams-of anything else, and, if Mi 
Somerville has solved this problem, now is Gj 
opportunity to perform a service to the industr 
of mealculable value, iby telling us how to prever 
an outlet becoming an inlet “under varying cor 
ditions ? 

Incidentally, if Mr. Somerville wishes to expil 
the matter commercially, I think many of us woul 
willingly pay for the necessary plans and infor 
tion if results are guaranteed by him. . 

Yours faithfully, 


TOM CARTER, 


i 
THE MARKETING OF ENGLISH EGGS. § 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.” 

Dear Sir,—Being much interested in Mr. W 
B. Morris Hamimond’s article on this subject an 
with his concluding words, ““don’t let this pag 
without doing something,’’ may I say I think th 
solution is in marking the address of the fart 
with new-laid on every egg sent out, whether t 
the retailer, who may, and often doss: mix thei 
with other eggs—or to the consumer. % 

I am in quite a small way, but there is a heay 
demand for my eggs, and the only complaint I hay 
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VENTILATION. 
To the Editor of “ Ages.” 


Dear Sir,—I should like to voice my appreciation 
Mr. C. Winthrope Somerville’s articles on 
ntilation, which are most helpful. 
Would it be asking too much for him to give us 
detailed description of the construction of the 
ét and outlet used in his induction system ? 
In his article in ‘“Eggs,’’ October 21st, 1925, 
ge 204, column 2, sub-head “ Structural De- 
m,”’ he states that he knows of no way in which 
esystem can be applied to the “‘lean-to’’ type 
house. I write in ignorance and humility, but 
has occurred to me that it might be used by 
fersing this type back to front. By having the 


ches in the highest portion of the house with the 
ipping boards two or three inches out from the 
I it would seem that the system of induced 
Rough 


lation could be. used. 


diagram 
ached. 


i] @ 


ce TAD 
ferhaps Mr. Somerville will enlighten me. — [ 


y put forward this idea because many of us 
'e already several houses of the ‘‘ lean-to”’ type 
ich we cannot afford to scrap, but which would 
ily be adapted on these lines. Needless to Say, 
tall build in future on Mr. Someryille’s plans. 
Our Dairy Show number is wonderful. _Con- 
tulations and thanks! 
Yours faithfully, 
i. WIMBERLEY. 


FRAME AND THE LARGE EGG. 


lear Sir,—-You have so often advocated breeding 
‘the large-egg factor, it being the only safe 
Cy, as opposed to the ultimate deterioration 
E the insensate high-production craze must in- 
ably produce. It may, therefore, be of some 
Test to my fellow-members of. the S.P.B.A. if 
#t down a short account of the experience [ 
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have had in my attempt to breed for ‘‘ size,’ and 
the benefit that I have reaped as a result. 

Some year ago I obtained my original White 
Leghorns from a neighbouring poultry farmer of 
some repute. (hese birds were from Padman, 
Bell, and Hanson strains—lines of descent in 
which high production,is a dominant characteristic. 
They were of fair size, and laid fair-sized eggs. 

A year or two later, in accordance with the 
theory put forward by-many people that it is folly 
to go entirely outside one’s own strain for. fresh 
blood, I returned to the same breeder for the male 
birds that I required. These, I was told, were 
sufficiently removed in relationship to allow of 
inating to my birds with safety. In ‘‘ going back ”’ 
in this way I was of course anxious to retain the 
faictor for high production that I already possessed 
without running the wisk of introducing other un- 
desirable characteristics—I was playing for safety. 

The cockerels in question, from high-record dams 
and obviously full of quality, were small-framed 
birds and below the accepted weight—guided, 
however, by the advice of my breeder friend, and 
generally accepted principles, I kept them. The 
resultant progeny were long maturing: decrease 
in size, of both bird and egg, was very evident, 
and that winter disease broke out. Happily, this 
was of a mild type, and by taking immediate action 
in the way of isolation, slaughtering in the worst 
cases, and the abundant use of disinfectant, we 
succeeded in saving the bulk of the birds from 
infection, As it happened we were lucky, and this 
slight visitation was of no great consequence. I 
had more than sufficient breeding hens that had 


escaped infection to carry on with. But it set me 


thinking. Obviously contmuous breeding for high 
production had lowered the vitality of my birds, 
leaving their weakened constitutions susceptible to 
cold and disease. It was the old story that you 
have so assiduously preached. How many breeders 
to-day are running this great risk in their constant 
pursuit after the layer of 240 eggs and upwards? 
My cure ‘was drastic, I culled my ‘‘ degeneraate 
aristocrats ’’ mercilessly—I kept only the biggest 
birds, provided that they handled well and that they 
were not absolute ‘“‘duds.”’ 

Then in the following spring I went ‘‘right out- 
side ’’ for entirely fresh blood. My best purchase 
was from ai well-known breeder, the owner of 
perhaps the best Leghorns in the country at the 
present time. From-him I obtained a cockerel 
trom the pen that had gained fourth prize in the 
This 
bird, which I am still using, is a vigorous, up- 
standing specimen of his breed, possessing a big 
frame and length of back, with a fine head. To 


‘him I mated the pick of my hens, taking size into 


first consideration ; and from this mating I found 
myself possessed of pullets of an entirely different 
type. ~ These were big, heavy- birds, with both 
length and depth of body, though perhaps a trifle 
coarse in feather. I had jumped the fence. How 
would they lay? To cut the story short, the whole 
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of my stock is now founded on this mating, and 
the fact that my White Leghorns have just won 
the 1924-5 Hampshire County Laying Test (Light 
Breed Section) is, I think, sufficient answer as to 
how they lay. I am proud of them, and I shail 
always be grateful to the breeder. One pullet laid 
194 special grade eggs (24 oz. and over) out of 
200 in the eleven lunar months of the test. She 
came home over five weeks ago and is still laying 
while going through a very gradual moult. 
Another pullet was only ‘‘ off” for a period of 
about six weeks, and came in again to lay seven- 
teen special grade eggs during the last month of 
the test, just when required. ’ These are no 
‘ sprinters,’’ but, honest layers of a reasonable 
number of large eggs, the type of bird that it 1s 
surely desirable to bréed for. 

What are the points learned from my experience ? 

(1) The futility of breeding for exaggerated high 
production, an obviously suicidal policy. 

(2) The risk attached to in-breeding, and the 
fact that this, together with breeding for high 
production only, must ultimately result in general 
deterioration. 

(3) The fallacy of the idea, common amongst 
many breeders, that in-breeding 1s necessary to 
maintain the desirable characteristics of the layer. 

(4) The undoubted fact that small birds ulti- 
rnately mean small eggs. 

(5) The fact that size, stamina, and production 
can be improved upon, to a marked degree, 
through the introduction of entirely fresh blood, 
provided that the antecedents and the individual 
history attaching to the ‘‘ fresh blood ”’ are known. 

With these facts you are, I know, in entire agree- 
ment, but, despite the constant allusion to them m 
the columns of your valuable paper, there are many 
people, including in some cases breeders of some 
standing, who continue to make the mistakes I 
have referred to.. In several cases where I have 
had the opportunity of examining stock, rejoicing 
im a name for exceptional high production, I have 
found birds little bigger than bantams with records 
of from ‘‘ 260-290—Mr. Powell-Owen’s ‘‘little 
gems ’’—-which that expert is culling from the 
show bench as rigorously as every breeder should 
cull them in all his breeding operations. 

There are some old-established breeders who, by 
very careful selective breeding over many years, 
have retained size and stamina, or, in other words, 
type and health, together with high production 
ability, but these are few and far ‘between. 

Generally speaking, the reverse is the case. The 
prolific degenerate being a curse of the utility side 
of the poultry industry. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. MUNRO-SPENCER. 


Counsel for the Appellants—-Mr. Crawford, K.C., 
and Mr. Garrett. Agent—Murray Oliver, S.S.C. 
Counsel for the Respondents—The Lord Advo- 


cate, K.C., and Mr. Skelton. | Agent—Stair A. 
Gillon, Solicitor of Inland Revenue. 


Poultry-keeping IS Husbandry 


IMPORTANT DECISION. 


From ‘‘ The Scotsman,’’ Oct, 28th, 1925. eS 

COURT OF SESSION. FIRST DIVISION. — © 
(Before the Lord President and Lords Skerrington, Cullen 
and Sands.) * 

The Division disposed of a_ stated case fo: 
Frederick H. Lean and John Dickson, Castlehill 
Symington, Lanarkshire, trading as the Castlehil 
Poultry Farm Company there, bringing under re 
view a decision of the Commissioners for thi 
ceneral purposes of the Income-Tax Acts, by whiel 
the latter upheld an assessment made by H.M. Tn 
spector of Taxes on the appellants, under Schedul 
D of the Income-T'ax Act, 1918, for the year 1924 
25, in respect of the profits arising from the com 
bined business of tomato-growing and _ poultr 
[arming carried on by them at Castlehill. Th 
appellants keep on an average about 1,000 head 
poultry stock and between 1,000 and 2,000 chick 
during the rearing season. In addition they ow 
46 sheep, which are grazed on the land. Th 
poultry and sheep are not segregated, the whol 
of the land, with the exception of half an acre 
being common to both. No part of the ground1 
tilled or cultivated, except the half-acre on whic 
green food is grown for winter use in connectio 
with the poultry. The farm buildings are utilise 
as incubating rooms and for the storing .of foo¢ 
stuffs. It was contended for the appellants tha 
poultry farming was husbandry, that they occupie 
the lands in question for the purposes of husbandt 
only or mainly for these purposes, and that the 
were assessable to Income-Tax* under Schedule | 
on the basis of single rent of the subjects only 
On behalf of the Crown, it was contended that th 
appellants carried on a trade or business asses! 
able under Schedule D, and that poultry farmin 
did not fall within the term ‘‘ husbandry "4 
Schedule B of the Income-Tax Act, 1918, and 
rules applicable to Schedule B. The Commissionei 
held that the assessment was propertly made und 
Schedule D. 2 
The Division sustained the appeal. i, 

_ The Lord President said he thought that, whi 
the use of the fruits of the land in the trade < 
industry carried on upon the land was vital} 
bring that trade or industry within the descriptic 
of husbandry, it was enough, speaking generalh 
if those fruits were to .a material extent used af 
necessary for the operations carried on upon ft 
land. In the present case it seemed to him m 
possible to say on the facts alleged that the bus 
ness of poultry-keeping and poultry rearing carr 
on upon those lands did not depend to a materi 
extent upon the fruits of the lands. Having regat 
to the facts of the case, therefore, he arrived% 
the conclusion that the judgment of the Con 
missioners wails wrong. a 
Lords Skerrington, Cullen, and Sands concurret 
(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). :. 
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Eggs and Meat. 
By JOHN MEEKINGS, 
EEE EEE 
Those of us who keep poultry, do so more or 


I for a livelihood—I.guess there are few folk 
fe keeping hens for the pure love of doing so! 


| fact, one meets numbers of poultry-keepers who 
jtest the sight of hens altogether—small wonder 
at they make so little out of them and fall to 


aming the hen for their poor returns. 


‘The past year or so has recorded severe de- 


€ssion in many industries, and in the poultry 
orld there has been a distinct setback. Cheaper 
gs and dearer foodstuffs have hit the com- 
ercial man seriously, lowering considerably the 
per hen and causing many to sit up and 


ink around, and not a few to get out altogethex. 


We all know that if poultry farming is carried 
# on up-to-date and sound lines, the work is 
msiderable, and there must be no extravagance 
hired labour. On the other hand, the work has 
‘compensations. The question one has to ask 
‘day is: ‘“‘Can enough be made out of hens (on 
mMmercial lines) to repay me for the money in- 
Sted and all the labour yearly expended? ”’ 


/Poultry farming holds no soft places for sleep- 
[gy partners. . Making careful enquiries, and, from 
7 Own experience, I have to confess that egg 
ifming, pure and simple on the old lines laid 
wn during the war, is not nowa sufficient recom- 
nse for the money and effort put into it. I do 
jt Say it ceases to pay-—there are many who still 
tke_a livelihood out of it—what I repeat is, it 
dificult to secure enough remuneration from 
@s to carry on with equanimity. Unless the 
ultry farmer has. unique facilities for cheap feed- 
is, and housing and labour costs are kept low, 
“Must find some additional means of increasing 
> profit per hen. Can this be done on a purely 
amercia] plant? I venture to think not, under 
* present system. I am inclined to think that, 
pugh we may get an appreciable drop in food- 
iffs, eggs will not maintain the level of the past 
9 years, and we should feel little, if any, benefit. 
thave therefore two alternatives-—_make the hen 
‘more or make her profitable apart from the sale 
the eggs she lays. The first alternative is hardly 
‘ly or desirable—the egg average on many com- 
tial egg farms is good, and can be put at 
f-170. Taking into account climatic changes 
d the wear and tear of flock life, we shall not 
eed this, even with the most careful selection. 
ither is it desirable from the stamina point of 
W. The second alternative is more hopeful, and 
€ I think we can make considerable progress. 
€s the present flock of light breed hens pay a 
€ profit other than egg production? I think 
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very little, and often a distinct and disturbing loss. 
The cockerels from these breeds are the least desir- 
able for table use, as are the hens, and both are 
being found small and unsuited to the public taste. 
On the other hand, the heavier breeds give a very 
saleable cockerel at three to four months, which 
easily returns a profit. But can we get these 
heavier breeds to give an average yearly yield com- 
paring at all favoura bly with that of the light breed 
varieties? Yes, I think we can! That is, J know 
from experience, my own and others, that a well- 
bred and well-cared-for flock of heavy pullets will 
lay 140-180 eggs over the first season in flocks 
of about 100, and, what is more important, yield 
a more regular and heavier production during the 
autumn and winter months, when eggs are dearest. 
The period of egg production is important. Pullets 
coming into lay in late October or November can- 
not be compared with these earlier broods, which 
commence in August and September, and give five 
{> six months of steady production when eggs are 
at their maximum prices. 


_What is also important—a heavier pullet, if fed’ 
rightly, gets into first grade stride long before her 
lighter relatives. 


Now for a point I wish. to emphasise. Heavy 
male chickens ready in March, April and May are 
in strong demand, and cannot help giving a good 
profit according to personal management and. skij] 
of the poultry farmer. During this past seaison I 
have met a number of commercial poultry farmers 
who, by reason of their table sales, were able to 
face -this coming season with something like 
equanimity. Not only is the male chicken a valu- 
able asset to the commercial poultry farmer, but 
the first and second year hens will fetch 50 per 
cent to 60 per cent. more when finished with than 
will the light breeds, 


{ strongly recommend a face about to the com. 
mercial egg farmer, who, at first or possibly for 
years, has been struggling with a situation which 
returns little for all the time and labour put forth. 
And I know there are many such. Stake your all 
on the breed that will lay a good fair average, 
whose chicken will fetch a little profit at three to 
four months of agé; and which when finished with 
make 3s. to 4s. instead of 1s. to 2s 6d. There 
are some excellent first crosses which would serve 
the same purpose, and give an assured egg yield, 
as also a plump, useful table chicken. If the 
questionable profit of 3s. to 4s. per hen, via eggs, 
could be augmented by 1s. to 3S. secured by way 
of cockerels sold for table chicken and the extra 
on the hen when disposed off there would, I feel 
sure, be fewer failures, 


There are many folk in poultry 
four to six months make as much, 
raising table poultry alone, with 
penditure of time 
commercial egg 
annum, 


to-day. who in 
if not more, on 
much less ex- 
and money than the average 
farmer makes per oullet per 
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London Market Advice Table, 
NOVEMBER, 1925. 
By A. V. CLARKSON, 


This month is one which is not of great interest to the 
average Poultry Harmer, as far as the Lendon Market is con- 
cerned, In most cases the surplus cockerels and hens have 
been marketed, and the farmer shoulld ‘be seriously  dodking 
towards next year’s production, ind im this direction he should 
get acquainted with the London Market requirernents. 

When the reader started ito read (his “‘ Hggs * this week it 
was rapidly pointed out fhow necessary ‘was the advice o 

“ASK FIRST, and SEND AFTHRWARDS.” 
If this were done in practically every ease it woulld eliminate 
the possibility of the producer ‘Paying the Piper.” 

CHICKEN.—Chicken of really good quality will sell well on 
the London Murket this month because of their scarcity. The 
main thing for the sender to watch ds the weather, because 
duning hot or muggy weather he must take extra precautions 
to thoroughly cool his birds before packing, and be sure and use 
a welll-ventiiated cnate. 

HENS.—-Old Hens will be well in demand this month and 
onwards, but the demamd is for a live hen. 

It wil! pay the senddr to specially feed hens that are to be 
marketed, because a fat hen will always realise top mirket 

ice, and even a Leghorn if fattened does well. 

RABBiTS.—Wiild Rabbits will be much in demand this 
month. and realise good prices They should be sent in special 
hanging crates, as supplied by the salesmen. 

Tame Rabbits are now becoming more in demamid, but pros- 
pective ‘ senders should keep im communication . with their 
salesman. 

TURKEYS.--It +s very difficult «t this - juncture to. offer 
advice rezarding Turkeys. (As I ‘have already explained, the 
Turkey Market prices are controlled by the supply of Continental 
Turkeys, and mostly by France. In this datter country there is 
at present 1 terrible fiasco with their finance which is sadly 
depreciated, and unless thiis iis cleared before Christmis, Turkeys 
look like being very cheap. 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES.—Continued. 

R. A. W. (Kings Langley) asks wouild hie ‘be eligible 
tc partake in the Food Purchase Scheme, as he is 
not a member of the S.P.B.A.? He is a *° wet- 
masher,’’ and wishes to know whether he cam use the 
breeder’s mash wet. In amswer to his questions: 
(1) No, the Food Scheme is only for membiers of the 
Agsociation—the amnual subscription is a minmum 
one of five shillings each member. The breeder’s 
mash can be used either wet or dry. 


‘ Pigaller ’’? (Todmorden) has bought a Prairie 
State ineubator, 200-ece size. Hie has been: check- 
ing the temperature, amid with the ventilator slightly 
open, and the heater pulled down, the machine ran 
steadily at 108 degrees. He then placed ia tube ther- 
mometer on the front of the egg tray nearest the 
lamp, and the next in the mididle of the tray nearest 
the lamp, and there is a difference of six degrees 
between the front and middie of thie tray, so he hias 
decided to oet rid of the machine, but before doimg so 
he wishes to know my opiniion.---This variation of six 
degrees between the centre and the outside row oif 
the egy tray is not uncommon. and my suggestion to 
“ Digaller’? iis that he runs the machine at 105 


degrees; turns the eggs three times daily, removing - 


those from the cenitre to the outside, anid thiose frora 
the outside to the centre. I do not think any serious 
trouble is likely to amise if this is done. Certainty it 
ig worth -a trial, and I would mot get rid of the 
machine until I had tested at. 


The Chinchilla Rabbit for Fur. 


By H. J. GARDNER. 


During the last few months I have had a numbei 
of letters from all over the country, also from 
abroad, asking for information concerning the 
Chinchilla Rabbit and its possibilities. P 

Do rabbits pay? Can a living be made from the 
Chinchilla, etc.? Yes, the Chinchilla Rabbit doe 
pay, and pays handsomely. A profit of at least £: 
should be made from every breeding doe with th 
present prices paid for skins. . 

A good doe should have at least fifteet 
youngsters a year, and these when killed at seve 
or eight months old should average 12s. each 6 
more. Of course, many receive a much highe 
price, but.as I have only to prove that £5 can b 
made from one doe I will say 12s. as the average 
Then there is the carcase, which is cheap.at 2s 
So each of the youngsters will bring in 14s., whic 
amounts to 410 Ios. Against this there is th 
food bill, which is no small item when one ha 
several hundred to feed. At the present prices < 
food a rabbit can ‘be fed on 2d. per week. Th 
youngsters should cost about 5s. to pelting age, s 
gs. profit is left. Then there are the hutches an 
saucers. These should cost not more than 2) 
leaving 7s. per rabbit; 15 rabbits at 7s. ae 
&5 5S. % 

The breeding doe. will cost a little more thar @ 
pelt rabbits, as she will require a bigger hutch ae 
extra feeding when the young are with her; sl 

should not be fed too liberally until after 7 

young are born. = 

Then there is the buck. I should always advt 
keeping a stud buck when several does are ker 

{t is cheaper and much better than sending # 

does away to be mated. The stud bucks show 

he housed in big roomy hutches and should” 
well fed. = 
The does are taken to the buck, and one strikit 
is all that is needed. 
Another question which is often asked :—Is the 

a good demand for skins, and must the skins 

perfect markings, or is it a question of condi 

There is a good market for Chinchilla pelts, 

they must be well moulted out. The marku 

must lbe good, but however good the fur is, if it 
black marks, it is not moulted out, and is_ 
ready for killing. It will not be a first grade 

and will not command a good price. Many a 

skin has been spoilt by killing before it is rea 

I have had numerous guestions on feeding, 
during the last five years I have tried many diff 
sorts of feeding. Now with 500 rabbits I fe 
simple as possible. . Plenty of greens, suc 
chicory, kale and roots. Of course, wild plant 
good, but it would take too long to pick enc 
for 500 rabbits, so I grow all my own green fi 

Hay, I like the best I can get (clover), meadow 
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‘change sometimes. The rabbit should always 
ave plenty before it. The grain feed, I like 
fushed oats, not too husky. I find that the 
ibbits do well on oats. Mash I give for a change, 
omposed of three parts bran, three parts sharps, 
ad one part Sussex ground oats. This mixed in 
“crumbly state, when I can get a really good 
tan, which is not often. I sometimes give it dry 
istead of oats. I do not give any milk. I have 
ted goat’s milk, but find that is not necessary, 
ad it is expensive. I do not condemn milk, but 
do not think that it is necessary. I find plenty 
f hay and green and one feed of oats or mash a 
ay is all a rabbit requires. To a doe with youn: 
give extra hay and green, and oats night and 
iorning. Water at all times to all rabbits. 

The success of rabbit-keeping depends largely 
a the individual, and if run on jbusiness lines it 
in be made a very profitable business or sideline. 


SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


itwricht, W., Ryeway P.F'., Long Sutton, Somerset. 

ylie. Mies A., Gallowberry, Stewarton, Ayrshire. 

urnes, J, 25, Gisburn Road, Blacko, Lameashire. 

wher, R. C., 12, “C” Terrace, Stanhope Lines, Aldershot, Hants 
hiers, W , 5, Moray Road, Vollingion Park, N.4. : 
lapman, Miss E» L., Rairview P.F., Wickham Bishops, Withain, 
“SSEX, 
amsell, Mrs. H. E., Bryngarth, Grcosmont, Hereford. ee 
ameell, Mrs. H. E., Brynga,rth, Grosmont, Hereford. 

obinson, N. S., The Beeches, Hundleby, tpilsby, Lines. 
2vingtou. Miss H. M., Wybourres, Kemsing, mear Sevenoaks 
ode fic aig Homialee Farm, Hertford. 

imgton, Mrs. M., Homelands, Southfield Park, Harrow. 

ord, Miss G., Thirlmere, Southfield Park, Harrow. 

anstou. Mrs. G., Purloe Mylor. Falmouth. Cornwall. 

umston, R. G., Porloe Mylor, Falmouth. Cornwall. 

enderson, Capt. R R., Studley Priory, near Oxfcrd. 

endersor, Mrs R R.. Studley Priory, near Oxford. 

therton, J.. Kimgscott Farm, Flax Bourton, Somerset. 
aryeato, A. F., Australorps Farm, Flax Bourton, Somerset. 
faman, J,, Woodmill, Flax Bourton, Somersrt. 

mders, H., Homedene PF., Hayling Island, Hants. 

fone, H. T, Sendholme, Potters Heath, near Welwyn, Herts. 
atler D., Cross Farm, Walgiave, Northants. 

iehell. J. A., Cheveley, ncar Newmarket. , 

ennett, V7., 204. Brixton Hill, S.W.2. 

Woway, S., The Butts, Bisley, near Stroud, Glos. 

ent, J. T., Glen Jmnes, Park Road, Ramsden Bellhouse, 


Billericay, 
iter, B. A.. Buntworth Lodge, Alton, Hants 
ennepe. Dr. B. J. C., Jun. Diergaardesingel, 96a, Rotterdam. 
iiley, G., Lynells, Totteridge Green, Herts. 
ty, O. H., Ministry of Agriculture for Cornwall, County Hall, 
Truro, Cornwall. 
adland, James, Shepherd’s Hill P.F., Harold Wood, Essex. 
vift and Sons, Messrs., Olympia Works, Scarborough. 
Tisen, A.. 1, Garsden Avenue, Small-Holdings, Blackburn. 
arch, I’. R.. Old Forge Farm. Southboro’, Kent. 
amford, T.. The Mead, Ashstead, Surrey. 
vant, R., 28/30, Springfield Place, Hunslet Carr, Leeds 
ells, P., 7, Ruby Place, Wisbech, Cambs. 
aderson, A., Poultry Farmer. Sheringham. 
aughton. T. 32. Mansfield Road, Clown, near Ohester‘eld. 
illiams, Mrs. M., Loddon Court, Spencer’s Wood, Reading. 


Berks. 
otley, J. B. S., Halgavor House, Bodmin, Cornwall. 
les, W., Ashgrove, Fyvie, Aberdeen hire: 
‘idler, L. S, The Lache’s P.F.. Chester. 
mt. J, 790, Shields Road. Walker Gate. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
wry, W.,. Withnell’s Karm. Brinseall, near Chorley. Lanes. 
aigh. Joshua, South Park P.F., Flockton, near Wakefield, Yorks 
luverwell, Mrs. C., ‘White Lodge,’’ Brent Knoll, Somerset. 
ithnell, J.. Shaw Brow, Whittle-le-Woods, Chorley, Lames. 
umford, W, The Gables, Hardwick, near Plympten, Devon. 
nev. J. W., Paddocks Cottage Farm, Ferndown, Dorset. 
wlington, W D. T., Kent’s Farm, Winser, Woodlamds, Hamis. 
iiams, C. H., Coppice House, Conlbrookdale,.Salop. 
thton, Mrs. V.. Scotszrove House, Thame. Oxon 
Tawson, Mrs. 1. E., Stragglethorpe, Radcliffe-on~Trent, Notts. 
ers. Mrs H.. Houston House, Houston. Renfrewshire. 
xor. H. Shirtcliffe P.F., Woodhouse. Sheffield. 
Ywyer A 5&., Hill Corner, Cove, Hams, 
fith, Mies 8. R., East Tilbury Place, Essex. 
tiley. H.. 21. Yorkshire Street, Nelson, Lanes. 
tverlev, E., Revesbv Mamor, Boston, Limes. 
irlong, Miss M., The Poplars, Boxmoor, Herts. 


lissex. 


Prichard. Mrs. 8. A., “Nanty-gwern,’ St. Maughans, near 


; Monmouth. 
Dibble, Miss K. A. B., Plantation House, Banwell, S O., 
Somerset, 
Lambert, C.. 2, Myrtle Place, Birgley, Yorks. 
Hamilton, A, P.O. Bererlie. Wynverg, near Johammesburg, 8.A. 


Ewin. C: A. A., Coombe 
Bowen, W. T, ‘‘The 


Brook, Kingston Hill, S8.W 
Warh BParm,” Furncaux Pelham, vear 


a Buntingford, Herts. 
Willoughby, Mrs. M. 5., Barnes Farm, King’s Langley, Herts: 


Holdinzhum Mall House, sleacord, Lines. 
Pedigree P.F.; Morpeth, 
Northumberland; 
Abbaye. Argues la Bataille, 
Seine Inferieure, France. 


Matheson, J., 
Kane, J. A., 


Beardsall, I: 


The Station 


C., Domaine de V 


Spence, Mrs. I, 76. Woodhorn Road, Ashington, Northumberland. 
Dennis, Mrs. 8. E.. Heathdeme, Shrub End, Colchester. 

Clark, Miss M. Foster-, Boughton Mount, Maidstione. 

Lewis. Mrs. E. W., 56, Plymouth Road, Penarth. Glam. 


Rutherford, Mrs. M., 15, Maple Street, Birkenhead, Cheshire. 
Preston, Mre 1. M., Chester Road, Poynton. Cheshire 

Chester, F. E.. Guariford. Maivern, Worcs. 

Jeukins, Mrs. E W., Cartref, Great Barton, Bury St. Edmunds. 
Meakin, C. E, 2, Berkeley Villas, Pittwille, Cheltenham. 
Ballard, R., Racecourse. P.F., Crowmere, Shrewsbury. 
Parkinson, T, 10, Livingtome Street, Brierfield, near 


Peaker, J. A., “Thornhill,” Woolston, near Warrington. 
Brown, Miss J. Watt-, Draffin Lea, Stewarton, Ayrshire. 
Sautoy, Mrs. Bb M. du-, The Willow Houxe, Elmswell, 

Bury St. Edmunds. 


Burnley, 
Laneashire. 


Humphreys, W. H., Alford, Lines. ; ; 
Philipson, E. 13. Melrose Terrace, Bedlington Station, 
Bedlington Colliery, Northumberland. 


Dowson, Ju.. Barnes Town Foot, Slaggyford, Northumberland. 
Mason, J. W., Greenlands P.F.. 1, Red Lees Road, Towneley, 
: Burnley. 


Harris, k. O.. “Summerland,” Balsall Common, near Coventry. 
Bell F. &., 43, Winterwell Road, West Melton, near Rotherham, 


Yorks. 
Smith, F. J., Blenheim House, Kemerton, near Tewkesbury 
Mellows, G W., 67, Newark Road, Lincoln. , 
Bolton, J.. Junr., Maukin Lane P.F., Birtle, Bury, Lancs. 


Frankland. J, Vhe Poultry Karm, Whittle Hill, Woodplumpton, 


near Preston. 
Fox, A., Acacia House, Aslockton, Notts. 
Charles, M. 'T.. Fruitlands, Eynsham, Oxon. 
Payne, F.,.Wern, Glais, Swansea. 
Porter, d., Oromhamstone, near Aylesbury. Bucks. 
Gibbings. Mrs. G M., Broadway, Horndean, Hants. 
Cooper @., Brazils Farm, Woodham Ferrers, Chelmsford. 


Thomson, IT, Forthview Cottage, Southmuir-by-Polmont-Station, 
Stirlingshire 

Zuette Pimel. Mont-ia-L’ Abbe, Jersey, C.I. 

Dodidneton. Kemt. 

Newent, Glos 


Beaugie, R. B, 
Snoxall, 3. E., Woodbank P.F., 
Herbert, J. G., Great Boulsdon 
Goddard, C. W., Lodge Farm, Ashill, Thetford. Norfolk. 
Moore. Miss M., The Tower House, Redlynch, Salisbury, Wilts. 
Ritzwilliam, E. Rarnsdale, Oakham, Rutlard 
Smith, F. W., 24, Blockall, Darlaston, S Staffs. 
Burnett, S. E. S., Berryhill P.F., Arbroath. Seotland. 
Rothwell. A E, ‘Ihe Green,” Haillewood, near Liverpool. 
Oliver, J, 338, Manchester Road, Tyldesley, Manchester. 
Thirsk. J. Bourne Mill, Hadlew, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Riley. F., 22, Horley Green Road. Hialifax, Yorks. 
Dunn, CG H., 37. Admiralty Street, Devonport. 
Marwoad, J.. Highfield, Nunmingtom, York. 
Nuttall, W., 116, Garforth Street, Chadderton, Oldham. 
Wright, F. G. Cuttingyle P.F., Crawley Down, Sussex. 
Verdin, J.. 2. Rural Tenrace, Wve, Kent. _ 
Mawhby. Miss L. Hamilton-, Wykeham, Spalding, Lines 
Faireray, G. M., Moorside -Farm, Hollingworth. Cheshire 
Wricht, Mrs M. Bryn Feg, Bryn Feg P.O., Menai Bridge, 
re Anglesey. 
North Greenford, Monikie, near Dundee. 
Wittening, near Ree poroden, pean 

P rer Quickedge Farm, Grotton, Springhead, 
Dyer, G. T. Lower Quickedge F 1 nee Giaham 
Maddison, R, 7, Farle Street, Browney Colliery, near Durham. 
eer ag Miss D.. The Willows, Weaterord, Mertford, Herts. 
Davies, Miss G R., 46, Springfield Read. Wallington. surrey. 
Matthews, H.., Manselton Hotel, Mamselton, Swamsena. 
Parsons, }. ti. Dearne Mills, Bolton-on-Dearne, near Rotherham. 
Dore, F. W., 383. High Road, Chiswick. W.4. _ 
Milnes, W FE. Tudor Cottage, Austby. Tkley, Yorks. 


Knox. Wr., 
Trowell, E., 


Hockley 


ollide rs. A.. Winterton Farm, Waring: Creen. : 
poe see Heath, Wa i ckshire 
hae iil ocester, Staffordshire. 
Dawson. Hon Mrs ™., Barrow Hill, Rocester. > 
Walker. F. 'l., 215 Mamehester Road, Droylsden Mamchiester. 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


The November Monthly Lecture of tthe above branch will ke 
bela at the Albany Room, Palatin’s Cafe. Lord Street, Liverpool, 
on Saturday, 14th November, 1925, at 7 o'clock prompt. Lecturer, 
Mr. Jark Wrennall, Rosemary Farm, Bartle 

Eze Show will be held previous to the lecture. Judge: Mr. J. 
Wrennal!. Four clasties: White. Brown, Tinted (four, eggs); plate 
of 12 mixed eggs (four each of White, Brown and Tinted). Hirst 
and Second Certificates in each class. Also 5s. special an each 
class if ten or more entries. Emtmamce fee 6d. per plate. 

‘All entries to be received by ithe Hon. Sec. by 645 p.m., R. Jd. 
Thoruas. 3, Grey Road, Wailton, Liverpool. 
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Market Report, 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY. 3ist OCTOBER, 1925. 

GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat is in rather 
sizall supply and meets a fair demand at higher prices, the 
average quotation being 10s. lid. per cwt. as compared with 
1Us. 8d: in the previous week. Imported wheat is in moderate 
supply and generally realises slig htly higher prices. English 
malting barley is freely offered and sells at about recent prices, 
ordinary samples meeting a dragging trade, but finest samples 
are scarce and in request, and at London make from i7s. to 
18s. 9d. per cwt. British feeding barley records little alteration 
in value kut prices have a firmer tendency, the average quota- 
tion being $s 9d. per cwt. 'rade for imported feeding barley 
has varied at the different markets, but generally prices have 
advanced slightly on ,the week. Home-grown oats mostly meet 
a slow trade at late rates, while imported, spot supplies of 
which are on the short side, generally have a firmer tendency. 
Maize is in fair request and dearer, Argentine averaging 8s. iid. 
per cwt., an increase of 4d. on the week. 

Coarse middlings and bral meet only a moderate trade, 
and the former is reduced 5s. per ton at’ Bristol and Hull, 
while the latter, owing to an improved demand, is 5s. per ton 
dearer at Liverpool. Barley meal is in fair request and dearer 
at most markets. Trade for oi! cakes is slow and linseed cake 
is slightly cheaper at London and Bristol, while at some centres 
cotton seed cake is reduced in price. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 12s; Hull, 
£7 2s; Liverpool, £7 5s; London, £6 17s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
£8 17s; Hull, £8 12s; London, £8 5s. Middlings—#ine (imported): 
London, £9 5s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £8 17s; Hull, «£9; Liver- 
pool, £8 15s; London, £3 5s. Pollards (Lmported): Bristol, £7 5s; 
Hull, £6 15s; London, £7 2s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 10s; Liver- 
pool, £7. MEAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £9 10s 
London, £10 2s, Maize Meal> Bristol, £10 15s; Hull, £9 10s; 
Liverpool, £9 410s; London, £10. Maize Meal. (S. African): 
Bristol, £9 10s; Hull, £8 10s; Liverpool, £8 10s; London, £8 12s. 
Maize Germ Meal: Hull, £9 10s: London, £9 10s. Maize Gluten 
Feed: Bristol, £11 7s; London, £9 15s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, 
£10; Hull, £10; Liverpool, £9 5s; London, £9 12s. Bean Meal: 
Bristol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 3s; London, £12 5s Fish Meal: Bristol, 
£21; Hull, £20 10s; Liverpool, £20 10s; London, £20 10s. 

- 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 

With new-laid eggs seasonally short, quotations for these 
continue to advance, while lower-priced grades of eggs are also 
dearer on the week, although the latter are in only moderate 
request. Slight fluctuations are shown in the figures for dead 
poultry, but prices are little changed, on the average, business 
peing on the quiet side. ‘ 

Week-end Prices—HKgegs (per 120): British, 28s 6d, 22s 9d; Irish, 
27s 3d, 25s 9d; Danish, 26s 9d, 25s 6d; Dutch, 27s 6d, %s 3d; 
Canadian, 20s 3d, 19s 3d; Belgian, 25s 0d, 23s 9d; “Italian, 22s 6d, 
2is 3d; Argentine, 17s éd, 16s Od; Lithuanian, 17s 6d, 16s 6d; 
Polish, 13s 9d, 13s 3d; Chinese, 15s 0d, 13s 6d; Russian, 15s 9d, 
13s 0d; Australian, 22s 3d, 2is 3d; Esthonian, 17s 0d, 14s 0d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, is 6d, 1s 2d; Irish, 
1s Od, 11d; Others, is 2d, 11d, Ducks, is 2d, 1s 0d. Geese, 1s 1d, 
10d. Turkeys, 1s 6d, 1s 3d. 

EGGS. 


Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 35 3d; Seeond, 2s° iid. Birming- 
ham: First, 3s 0d:° Second, 2s 93d. Bridgwater: First, 3s 6d; 
Second, 3s 1d. Chelmsford: First, 3s 3d; Second, 2s 103d. Col- 
chester: First, 3s 334d; Second, %s 82d. Doncaster : First, 3s 4d; 
Second, 3s 1d. Dorchester: First, 3s 21d; Second, $s 13d. Exeter: 
First, 3s Od. Hereford: First, 3s 0d. King’s Lynn: First, 3s 0d; 
Second, 2s 9d, Lliandilo: First, 3s 0d. Mold: First, 3s 0d; Second 
2s 10d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 0d; Second, 2s 9d. Norwich: 
First, 3s 0d. Oswestry: First, 3s 3d; Second, 3s 2d. Penzance: 
First, 2s 9d; Second, 2s 8d. Saffron Waldon: First, 3s 74d; 
Second, 2s 103d. St. lves (Hunts): First, 33 °24d; Second, 3s 04d. 
Salisbury: First, 3s 2d; Second, 3s id. Skipton; First, 3s 0d. 
Truro: First, 2s 6d. Welshpool: First, 3s 0d; Second, 2s 9d. 
*Caflisle: First, 3s 3d. *Derby: First, 3s 0d. *Ipswich: | First, 
3s 0d: Second, 2s 6d. *Lincoln: First, 2s 9d. *Shrewsbury: First, 
3s 6d: Second, 3s 4d. *York: First, 3s 3d. 

FOWLS, 

Per lb—Birmingham: First, 1s id; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, 45s Od; Second, }4s 0d. -Exeter: First, 1s 2d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Llandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 3d. 
Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 6d; Second, is 2d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 2d: Second, 1s 0d. *Derby: First, }5s 0d; 
Second, +3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 6d. *Linecoln: First, +5s 6d; 
Second, t3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 3d. *York, 
First, +5s 6d; Second, +4s 0d. 

DUCKS. 

Per lb—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
First, t5s 0d; Second, 44s 6d, bxeter: First, 1s 2d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 2d; Second, is 6d. Llandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, is 4d. 
Welshpool: First, ds id- Second, iid. *Derby: First, 44s 6d; 
Second, +3s 6d. *Ipswich: First; 1s 4d. ) 
1s 6d: Second, 1s 3d. *York: First, +5s 9d; Second, +5s 0d. 

* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by, pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers. + Per head. 


*Shrewsbury: First, 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. 
Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence of 
“ Eggs" to their poultry-Keeping friends. 
Subscriptions to * EGGS,” i2s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for sis 
months, 36. 3d. three months, post free. % 
Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 4 
Subscriptions. should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, Thx 
Beeches. Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editer, The Boeohes 
Rudgwick, Suasex. 

AU communications with regard to Advertisements should b: 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, “ Eggs,” 94, Farncombe Street 
London, S.E.16, Telephone: HOP 8#. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS, 


Owing te the ever-increasing circulation of ‘“‘ Eggs,” it i 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are receive: 
by FiRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in t& 
following Wednesday's issue. It is hardly mecessary to add tha 


the earlier in the week we receive copy @ better it is for ven 
one eomce 


Claseified Advertizement Rates will be found at top of first pee 
ef classified advertisements. 


* PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MONDA) 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK’S ISSUE 


UTILITY DUCK CLUB, 


The. Annual General Meeting of the above took place at th 
Dairy Show on Thursday, October 22nd. Mr. Stanley Street 
Porter took the chair, while the majority of the Council attender 
together with a very considerable Aue of members ; 

The Chairman, in his opening address, called attention to th 
fact that membership had inereased most satisfactorily duria 
the past year, and that the work of the club had grown to sue 
an extent that it had become iimpossible for the Hion. Secretar 
and "Treasurer, Mr. H. B. Carrington, to carry om without fu 
ther help. He, therefore, put it to the meeting as a recommer 
dation from the Council that a paid Assistant Secretamy be appoi 
ted (a recommendation subsequently adopted by the meeting 
He | extended a hearty welcome on behalf of the club to Dr. I 
463 te Hemnepe, the well-kniown bacteriologist at the State Serm 
Beery Se Rotterdam, Holland, who had come over specially t 
visit the Dairy Show. He mentioned how much .imdebted x 
were to him for several jinstructive articles from his pen 
had appeared in previous mumbers of the Year Book. He dre 
attention to the success with which the Duck Egg Campaign ha 
met, and asked for the contimmed support of members both finiay 
cially and otherwise. He also urged the importance of cultivatin 
the Export Trade. 

The financial statement for 1924-25 was then read by the Hoi 
Secretary, who pointed out that about £200 had already 
spent on the Duck Egg Campaign, and that he had received man 
letters which showed that membems, had benefited very materiall 
through the campaign, both by the help given in making 
market for their prodiace and in improved prices He reported 
satisfactory balance at the Bamk in spite of the heaviest expend 
ture th: eluh had ever’ undertaken, while the figures give 
showed a great expansion in ‘the revenue. He felt that, from 
business point of view it was essential for members to appoil 
an ianditor. ; 

Time heing short, the remainder of the busimess had to 1 
hurried through as quickly as possible. Mr. Stanley Sitreet-Port 
was unanimously re-elected President, the posts of Vice Pree 
and Hon Secretary being again filled by Mr. Oscar C. Brown 
Mr. HB. Be Carrington; Mg! places _ ‘the Council were filled t 
the election of. Messrs. T. M. May, A Johnson, and Capt. Jo] 
Lipscomb: while Colonel Sandbach Sonne to undertake 41 
work of auditing the club accounts, and was uriamimously elect 
to fill that office. Messrs. A. E. Hamlin amd Co. were re-elect 

as Hon. Solicitors to the Club, Mr. Hamlin. who was present, heir 
thanked by the President for advice and help given in the past 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Bmitis 
Dairy Farmers’ Assoaiation for having kindly placed the roo 
at the disposal of the club. 


CLUB STAND. : 

it will he of interest to members to know that over 40_ “ne 
members joined the club during the show, while large nu? 
took away particulars of the club, or sampled the. aidvice whi 
they wonld be entitled to receive on becoming members. : 

Puck ege propaganda work was well maintaimed by the % 
of over 130 dozen eggs. There appeared to be no limit to 
demand, for very much larger quamitities could shave been 680 
with ease had supplies been available. It is clear that tthe publ 
is beginning to realise the food value and appetising qualiti 
the high-grade British Duck Egg 
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Extensible Unit 


If your pullet egg yield does 
- mot average about “200 there _ is 
: Eeiacthinig wrong. Many clients 
© have raised their average from 
~ 150/160 to over 200 eggs ; we can 
ensure that figure ee any 
; alteration to your plant. C onsuit 
us. 

F The photo shows one of a 
- number of All-Purpose Laying 
Pa and Rearing Houses fitted with 
* the ‘*Milllbridge Water Trough ” 
on Major Howard Marsden’s 
~ Poultry Farm. 


ra These troughs were designed 
_. by Major Marsden for large flock 
$ | houses ; the arrangement is ex- 
_ tremely simple, and ensures a 
» constant and absolutely clean 
_ supply of wator. The actual 
a drinking container is Porcelained. 

© Fulllest data will be supplied on 
a application to Major Howard 
ig Marsden. 


Please mention ‘‘EGGS.’’ 


W. H. COLT, Ltd. ‘sc 
Bethersden, nr. Ashford, Kent. 


EGGS. November 11th, 199 5. 
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The “Heydown” 


Pre-eminent Strains. 
deserve praise and get it! 
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PRIEST ana SHAW | 


POETS 


Pedigree a Pedigree 


Wyandottes NXrows Leghorns THIS WEEK’S TESTIMONIAL. 


Ee “ HEYDOWN " STRAIN IN THE ORKNEY 
ISLES. 

“The 80 White Wyandotte hens, recently sup- 
plied Kirkwall, are a very special lot, and ever 
since their arrival have daily exceeded 50 per 
cent. eggs laid, and are still keepimg up their 
reputation.’’ 


For Egg Production. 
At the present time we are offering early hatched 


COCKERELS. 


(PEDIGREES SUPPLIED) 


URRUTTTEOU TT ET LOT TUTO TA TEC TE 


(Good going this for Octcber production). 


W.L., W.W., B.L., L.S., R.1.R. 
Send a postcard ‘at once for our illustrated catalogue. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. E 
SUT 


Goods sent on 24 hours’ approval. 


IT PAYS TO BUY THE BEST 


WRITE FOR OUR PRICE LIST. 


SANDOWN, - - ILO.W. 
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The Sry ee a oe 
Eclipse . é ‘ ee WS . . z | SS. oie s wits. 
Poultry = POR xy = <% ee : s Ze ee ee “dl 


Capt... J.-C. Sutton, 


Houses eg 2 pepe ers ae 


i Mayes Green, 
Manufactured : se Ockley, Surrey. 
by a 2 a 
PRACTICAL 
POULTRY 
FARMER. 


2. © 5 ¢ 


SATISFACTORY VENTILATION IS PROVED BY RESULTS, NOT BY THEORY ONLY. 


Our. own experience over a period of nearly 10 years with “ Eclipse’ Houses has been absolute immunity from colds, 
roup, or kindred ailments amongst the stock so housed. 


This we believe would also be the testimony of all our customers, | With these houses FLOOR VENTILATION is not 
necessary, but is -provided for and obtained when desired by the simple adjustment of window buttons. 


Fullest enquiries and inspection invited. “ae! 
A specimen No. 2 House will be on view at our STAND, No. 36, CRYSTAL PALACE, November 17th-19th. i 


HERBERT W. MARTIN. ris roy at Am nee wom 


—————— 
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Editorial. 


ree. — DUB 
“T have gone very exhaustively anto the 
financial side of the matter, and find I am 
losing very heavily on the number of duds | 


now have. I have been advised to retain 
only. those of four-fingered capaicity in my 
flock of 1,000 layers, discarding all others.’’ 


~The above is am extract from a letter received 
from a correspondent. Whoever was responsible 
for such advice must have been very deficient in 
practical knowledge, and if our correspondent had 
Ollowed it, he would have learnt, to his cost, that 
ae had scrapped many pullets capable of putting 
ip excellent records. Anyone who has trap-nested 
2 flock of pullets will know that the test is not 
tehable, and that a three-fingered bird is quite 
tapable of laying 200 or more more eggs in the 
year. 

We have always maintained that with any 
aandling test we should aim rather at the elimina- 
aon of the dud than the attempting to select the 
ayer. It has been said that this is splitting hairs, 
i distinction without a difference. But it has this 
iifference, that in attempting*to select the high- 
‘ecord hen we very frequently grade out good 
urds, and often include bad ones. We have ali 
the evidence we need that this is so in the utility 
shows, where specials are not infrequently awarded 
0 birds which have not upheld the judge’s award 
when submitted to the acid test of the trap-nest. 
Nhen we work on the lines of eliminating the dud 
we are doing something which 1s fairly. obvious, 
ind which is a far safer process for the commercial 
"ge farmer. 

It is astonishing that such a ‘high percentage of 
duds should be carried on our commercial egg 
arms, and that those engaged in this branch otf 
he industry do not study more carefully the art of 
tulling a flock. On several farms at this moment 
t would be possible to go and cull pullets, which 
me may say with a degree of certitude will not 
*ntribute anything to the egg basket on this side 
# Christmas, and whose career as layers will be 
tvery short one, for your late starter is almost in- 
fariably quick to finish. 


THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 
Scientific Poultry ‘Breeders’ Association 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER fith, 1925. 


More particular attention should be paid when 
the birds are placed in their permanent laying 
quarters. Assuming we are dealing with a flock 
of Leghorn pullets, April hatched, it would cer- 
tainly pay the owner to ring all those birds which 
are most forward, as indicated by the developmen: 
of comb and wattle. These are the birds which 
will as a rule prove the best layers in the flock, 
and a little observation during the next few weeks 
of their career will tell:‘him much which should be 
useful as a guide as to their future value. <A 
mark on those birds which are least forward, and 
a further examination at the end of November, 
should indicate to him whether they are worth 
retaming or not. In the majority of cases they 
will not be worth keeping. If the birds are not 
culled at this time they are usually held over until 
July or August, and reliance is placed on the date 
of the moult as to the selection of the breéders. 
with the result that a high percentage of birds 
have been held for months after the probability of 
their being profitable could have been decided, 
and much money expended on foodstuff. saved. 
In any case, if at the end of November the owner 
does not feel confident in his ability to cull the 
duds, that difficulty should be overcome a month 
later, and it will be profitable to do so then. At 
that time he can rely on the fact that pullets with 
less than three-finger capacity will prove the 
poorest of producers. If he is skilful enough, he 
would have no difficulty in finding these birds with- 
out handling them. The pigmentation test is 
fairly reliable at this season, although not entirely 
so. The ‘ Handling and Observation’? charts, 
obtainable from this office for 1s. 3d. post free, 
should be of the greatest assistance to him. Care- 
ful grading should result in increasing the average 
production of a flock of moderate layers by at 
least 20 per cent. in the course of a year or two, 
but the grading should not be left, as it is on so 
many (farms, until- the moulting season ‘arTives., 
Selection of breeders by the date they moult is 
useful certainly, but it is ‘far from. infallible. 
Potential breeders should be rung when they are 
placed in their permanent quarters in September, 
examined again at the end of December, and the 
final decision made in the autumn of the following 
year. Good head points, tight feather, and flat 
bone are the best indications, and are far more 
reliable than the thickness of the pelvic bones, for 
a pullet which has inherited fine pelvic bones has 
not necessarily inherited high fecundity. 
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AN IMPORTANT RESOLUTION. 


Mr. W. H. Farnell moved a_ very important 
resolution at the General Meeting of the S.P.B.A. 
which has hardly attracted the attention it de- 
serves.. It was to the effect that the weights o1 
birds registered in the Association’s Annual 
Register should ‘be recordéd, as well as the num- 
ber and weight of eggs, and that a committee 
should be appointed by the Council to draw up a 
standard for members’ guidance. Although no 
immediate result is to be anticypated as a con- 
sequence of the resolution, we are convinced that 
the great majority of our readers will agree that 
it is a step in the right direction. An inspection 
of the White Leghorns benched at the Dairy Show 
would confirm this opinion, and the same remark 
is applicable to the Wyandettes, while there are 
indications that it will soon apply to the Rhode 
Island Red. While we would be far from suggest- 
ing that increased body size will mean a larger 
egg, it will do a great deal to check the inclusion 
of the precocious pullets in the breeding pén, and 
to that extent it will do something to improve the 
size of egg. What is probably of greater import- 
ance, it will tend to improve stamina and lead to 
the production of a more economic bird. Nothing 
drastic should be attempted. We are not out to 
breed great coarse birds, we want the medium 
size, and the avoidance of extremes. When we 
see Wyandotte pullets entered in a test weighing 
3 lbs. 12 ozs. and Leghorns weighing less than 
3 \bs., it is time that some serious attempt was 
made to improve matters. It would not be asking 
too much of the breeder if the minimum weight 
of a Wyandotte was required to be 54 lbs. at the 
end of her first year’s production, and a Leghorn 
44 lbs. In a leading competition the winning pen 
of Wyandottes averaged 5 lbs. 12 ozs. each at the 
end of the test, and had laid an average of 235 
eggs per bird in 48 weeks and were still in full 
lay. There is an authentic case on record of a 
Light Sussex which laid 262 eggs in 48 weeks, 
her body weight at the conclusion was 7 lbs. 8 oz.; 
only 14 of the eggs were second grade. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression that they 
must necessarily be scientists, pedigree breeders, or farmerg on 3 
large scale to render themselves eligible for membership of the 
$.P.B.A. This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out to 
assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the proprietor of the 
10,000-hen farm to the intensivist with his dozen or so birds; all 
are entitled to equal benefits. The Five Shilling subseription 
brings with it many advantages, namely: Free Advice by Post, 
a Copy of the Annual] Register, the Benefits of the Discount 
System, and many other advantages too numerous to mention 
here. You should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, Sussex. 


The Financial Year began on ist September. 


Some Fruit-Growing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. 


AUTUMN NOTES (continued).—Il hope my 
regular readers will forgive the digression from 
‘* Autumn Notes’ to the lighter article of October 
21st, but I felt sure that the next pomt promised 
to be dealt with—namely, planting—would still 
be in plenty of time for the work to ‘be started im 
spite of my delay. 

Having given our attention to (a) type and 
variety of trees we intend to grow; (b) age; (cj 
numbers required; (d) self-fertile or self-sterile; 
and early ordering as advised, we should soon be 
expecting delivery of goods from the nurserymen, 

November and December planting is, | think; 
the ideal time, and always gives the trees a bettet 
chance of taking hold of the still warm soil. On 
the heavier ground, in:particular, it wall be more 
workable than when the soil has become saturated 
with the winter rains. 

ff the sites have been arranged in advance and 
staked out, as I have also advised, we can at once 
start on preparing the holes or pockets so that 
the actual planting will then be more quickly 
carried out, which is undoubtedly a great gain 
during the short days. 

{ take it that the majority of poultry-keepers 
will be planting) in pockets in their grass rungs 
and not so much in cultivated fields or plots of 
ground, so some of my following suggestions, or 
reminders, will apply in particular to the former, 
lake special care that where trees are going Mm 
grass land, that the valuable top spit is used. 
This turf is best buried about 10 inches so as t0 
come under the roots of the trees. It may seem 
unnecessary to mention this, but I have known of 
cases where it has been removed and left in heaps 
elsewhere, and one instance I have in mind is of a 
man proposing to sell some good turf off his land 
where he intended to plant, little realising the value 
of his top soil. 

The size of the pockets should be, in area, about 
3 feet square, or circular, and the depth about 
two spits—that is, the lower one would be just 
dug over, and the turf cut up or laid face down- 
wards on this layer, keeping always on top the 
best and lightest soil in which to actually plan 
the trees. ‘ 

Bear in mind a few things which I will mention 
in brief :—(1) If your soil is on the heavy side, do 
not put the roots too deep (on heavy land, trees 
are sometimes planted almost on top of the land 
and soil left in a slight mound over the roots). ~ 

(2) Do not be tempted to use up your surplus 
poultry manure in preparing these pockets; the 
putting of a layer of manure under the roots when 
planting 1s a mistake. Young trees do not require 
manure at first, but, of course, any rotted manure 
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qat has been well worked into a cultivated piece 
f ground is quite a different thing, the working 
f the soil being then beneficial. 

(3) Spread out the roots evenly and flat so as 
>) encourage them to spread horizontally and not 
) strike downwards into the heavier and colder 
nil. 

(4) Have nice crumbly soil handy to work well 
mongst the roots ; this is important in order to 
élp the fibrous roots to get a quick hold, and it 
; equally important, when replacing the: soil, to 
tess or tread firmly several times during the 
peration, leaving, of course,’a top covering of 
ose soil. 

(5) I think it is a distinct advantage to have ail 
ae stakes driven into position ‘before planting ; it 
Ot only helps to put in the trees more quickly, but 
Ssures them being tied up at once. I cannot 
mpress too much upon the necessity of not leaving 
éwly-planted trees unstaked, for autumn gales 
pring up very suddenly and much harm can so be 
one to the roots left unsupported. Tie the trees 
) the stakes so that they cannot rub and damage 
ae bark, as tightly as possible, allowing always 
wr the development of the stem. . 

(6) Keep a plan of your trees with their names 
€cause the labels soon become unreadable, and 
then pruning in after years it is. necessary to know 
a variety, as the pruning of all varieties is not 
xactly the same. 

(7) Do not prune the trees when planting, but 
ut, or clean away, damaged branches or parts, 
kewise any broken roots. 

(8) The preparing of the pockets in advance is 
good thing, but do not leave the holes open, or 
ath heavy rain they will become receptacles for 
‘ater, and the sodden soil will hinder instead of 
elping a quick planting operation. 

(9) Be sure and remove any couch grass or other 
qually troublesome weeds when preparing the 
Ockets, for it will be almost impossible to do so 
hem the trees are growing. 

(10) Lastly, a warning to protect for a short 
me, with wire netting, the pockets, because if 
itds are in the runs at planting time they are sure 
) want to scratch about in the nice loose soil, and 
ill not consider the question of damaging your 
irface roots. 


As I want to reply to some queries, I must again 
teak off from ‘‘ Autumn Notes.”’ 


CORNWALL.—Thanks for your letter and the 
ample of diseased leaves sent for guidance. From 
lese and what you say I think there is little doubt 
Yat your trouble is the common fungus-disease 
mOwn as ‘‘Scab.’? Your after remarks, respect- 
ig the fruit, confirms it, for the ‘‘ dark patches” 
sually spread from the leaves to the fruit, and 
fevent its proper development, generally causing 
to crack badly (Gt is also common on pears and 
ith worse results). 

At this time of the year start your warfare by 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 


Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


A correspondent has sent me an article entitled 
‘Feeding for Winter Eggs,’’ which is taken from a 
contemporary, and he asks my opinion. 

The writer begins by saying :— 

In deciding upon the mixtures to be used. for feeding the 
winter layers, there are two main points to be considered. In 
the first place, the body of the bind must be properly nourished ; 
in the second piace, sufficient material for the formation of a 
large number of eggs must be provided. It may be taken that 
the grain ration supplies the matterial for the former need, while 
ihe mash constitutes the source of the raw material required for 
egg making, 

He then goes on tonsa :— 

It «will be seen, therefore, that the proportion between 
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gathering up fallen leaves and burn, also destroy 
useless fruit and do not leave it lying about. 

As the fungus occurs on young wood in the 
winter and spores hibernate in cracks in the bark, 
spray with ‘‘ copper sulphate’’ solution, and in 
the summer spray two or three times with ‘‘ Bor- 
deaux Mixture’’ or ‘‘Lime Sulphur.’’ All these 
sprays can be bought ready mixed, and with full 
instructions as to strength for application. 

FIGS.—In reply to this query, I might say, 
firstly, that these are self-fertile, and therefore 
need not ‘‘be planted in pairs,’’ but remember 
when ordering trees that some varieties are more 
suitable for outdoor cultivation, such as ‘‘ White 
Marseilles” (early), ‘‘Brown Turkey” (mid- 
season), generally considered the best all-round 
for outdoor culture, or “‘ Brunswick’”’ is rather 
later fruiting variety. 

RHUBARB (Manuring).—It is a common 
practice to put a dressing of strawy-stable manure 
over this in late winter, but_I prefer to prick into 
the soil around the stools a little natural manure 
(poultry if you like) and supplement this with an 
artificial, say three parts superphosphates, one of 
potash, and three or four of nitrate of soda, using 
about 3 ozs. to the square yard. 

The chief thing to bear in mind in manuring 
Rhubarb is to aid a quick growth, and the chemic- 
ally dressed rhubarb (especially with the use of 
nitrate of soda) will be found to be more crisp 
and tender, and trials have shown that it takes 
less time to cook, and when cooked is more 
pleasant to eat than the rhubarb grown more 
slowly by the use of dung alone. In short, we do 
not want to aim for large (and coarse) stems, but 
for a quick growth. 


OTHER SUGGESTIONS.—I will deal with these 
another time, for I have already greatly overrrun 
my allotted space. I think you will find that my 
book, published by the S.P.B.A., on “ Fruit Grow- 
ing for Poultry-keepers,’’ 1s. 3d. post free, will 
answer some of your queries. 
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two classes of food is highly important, as if too much giain be 
fed the fowls will Jack egg-forming substances, while if too much 
mash be fed—unless the composition of the mash be altered—the 
upkeep of the body ‘will be interfered with. 

This ig an idea whigh has never occurred to me, and 
it certainly requires a little explanation. I wonder 
whether the writer is aware of the very smaill percen- 
tage of earbo-hydrates, ai which the grain pzincipallly 
consists, contained in the body of a fowl. Seventy per 
cent. of the body weight is composed of walter, the 
bulk of the remainder comsists of proteins and fats. 
while only a very small quantity of mineral matter, 
and still less iof ceabohydrates, are to be discovered. 

The first part of his article is very misleading, and 
the body of the bird would certainly not be properly 
nourished if it depended upon the grain feed, anid while 
the cornposition of the mash is admittedly an im. 
portant factor in egg production; it is equally an im- 
portant factor in the maintenance of the body. 

The writer then goes on to say :— 

As the grain ration regulates the physical condition of the 
birds, its composition and the manner in which i as supplied 
are important. 

What is agtually meant here by “physical condi- 
tion’ it is a little difficult for us to understand, and 
the writer fails to explain. 

Agaln— 

“The quantity of grain supplied should be in proportion to the 
amount of maish consumed; equal amounts of the two forms of 
food give the best results. ‘When feeding wpon wet mash, therie- 
fore. if the heavy breed birds be given 2ozs. of grain per day, 
they should be supplied with 2ozs- of the dry meals, given Im a 
crumbly moist condition.” 

Now this again is misleading, for there is no refer- 
enice made as to the composition of the mash. Thatt 
the wniter is without practical experience or practical 
knowledge iis evident from the advice he gives in refer- 
ence to the feeding of graim and dry mash. 


He says :— 

“ Start should be made with two ounces of gram per bird per 
day.:? 

Whether he meams the day should be started with 
two ounces or grain or mot, is not quite clear. If it is 
g0, we should recommend our readers not to follow the 
advice. For a. heavy feed of grain in the morning 
results in a low consumption of mash throughout the 
day, and it is far better that the grain should be given 
as the last feed at might. Further, it should be regu- 
lated by the birds’ appetite, and not by the consump- 
tion of mash. : 

Now. let us take it that the amount of mash con- 
sumed daily by each bird works out at 2402s. Accord- 
ing to the writer the grain ration should be altered 
accordingly, so that an equal amount of each class of 
How is he going to arrive at this? 


food ts providied. 
If 2hozs. of mash is consumed, would he give 2}0zs. 


of grain? On the contrary if the mash consumption 
dropped to Idozs. per bird per diem, would he give 
tozs. of grain? 

If he had had practica: experienice or practical kniow- 
ledge, he would advise his readers to feed according to 
the appetite and condition of the birds, amd not 


attempt to regulate the grain ration by the consump- 


tion of mash 


LJ 
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Then he says :—- ‘ 

The grain ration should consist af fairly heating foods, as it i 
this part of the total nutmment that goes towards the upkeey) 
of the vody. There is nothing better during the wimter than @| 
mixture of equal parts of wheat and oats with a half part 6 
kibbled maize. This gives a fairl} broad ratio, as it is termed} 
amd-one that is most suitable for the layers. 2] 

Practical experience of egg production during the 
winter months would have taught him that the best} 
results are obtained when kibbled maize forms a very) 
lange part, if not thie whole, of the graim ration. | 

Then we are told that a simple and inexpensive im 
rash is made as follows:—Hqual parts maize medal! 
middlings, broad bran, Sussex ground oats and meat 
meal, provided the dast mentioned be of superior 
quality. 

Now the point is that this is not an inexpensive dry 
mash. On the contrary, it is a most expensive one, 
The percentage of meat meal ds very excessive, and 
nio mention is made as to whether parts are by weight 
or measure, und surely the advice to use a larger quan 
tity of fish meal than meat meal indicates how little 
knowledge the writer has of this subject. The average 
sample of fish meal has a much higher percentage 0 
protein than an average sample of meat meal, and i 
more conducive to ege production than pure meal 
meal because of the lime phosphates. Of this there is 
not the slightest doubt, but the wwiter does not seem 
to be aware of the fact. 

The curious part of the whole article, however, % 
contained in the remark that— 

“Tf the maize meal ‘be reduced, and the broad bran increased 
it will be necessary to lower the quantity of animal food, @ 
bran is not go heating as maize meal.”’ | 

The logic of this passes comprehension, and it | 
be interesting to know exactly what the writer meant) 

Following this we have a mash which is said “% 
encounage egg production without in amy way forcuny 
the birds unduly: Middilings five parts, bran fii 
parts, ground oats four parts, maize meall four parts) 
and meat meal four, ior fish meal five parts. 4 

Tf this is nota forcing mash, I am afnaid I an) 
entirely ignorant of what is meant by “‘forcing’” a 
far as feeding is concerned. It is to be moted that thy 
parts are by measure—this tis important. Let us pul 
these into weights, taking his measures as quarts) 
We find we have :— 

2ibs. Bran. a 
5lbs: Middlings. »| 
4lbs. Sussex ground oats. =| 
5lbs. Miaize Meal, ‘amd if we use Fish Meal) 
Tbs. 30zs., or Meat Meal 6%lbs. | 

To, avoid any complications we will put the mea) 
meal at 6lbs., and we find he is feeding approximatell 
35 per ‘cent., or if we tale the case of the fish meal! 
nearly 45 per cent. of thie mash. # 

It is a pity the writer did not iadvise hhis readers 1) 
take care in feeding this percentage of fish meall the| 
the oil content did not exceed five per cent., fori 
would certainly have produced most unsaleablle eggs:| 

A splendid mash for backward pullets is stated ti 
be four parts (by measure) of middilings. two part 
maize, one ground oats, one bran and one of fish «| 
meat meiall. Be 

(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Answers to Queries. 
| By the EDITOR. 


: DUCKS. 

ltey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
amswer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns, 


POST-MORT EMS. 


BODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0O., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


\jlodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 

death. marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. ‘the name and address of the sender should 
| be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
| fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


teaders are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
| gending birds for post-mortem examination and also aa to 
writing their name and address distinctly om the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


teplies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to non- 
members of the 8.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the 8.P.B.A. are entitled fo a reply by post 
2d the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
ajor Saunders). 


\\LL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 


does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns. except im relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


EE. H. T. (Tenderden) asks, in reference to the 
irticle appearing in our ‘‘ Dairy Show’’ issue on 
The Egg and the Incubator,’’ whether he should 
un one 150-egg Gloucester and no self-turning 
ray, a 60-egg Hearson with no self-turning tray, 
ind a 460-egg size Hebditchs at the temperatures 
‘commended in the article? With reference to 
the Gloucester and MHebditch machines—-Yes. 
‘NMith the Hearson, if the bulb of the thermometer 
's right on the eggs, it would be advisable to run 
cording to the maker’s instructions. My cor- 
‘espondent then asks if he should merely turn the 
'@gs in the Hebditch machine three times a day 
Mmtil the 18th day, and never open the egg drawer 
‘t all during the whole of the hatch, and not even 
0 change over the eggs on outside edge into the 
fentre. I want to make this perfectly clear. It 
‘§ quite a different thing from opening the egg 
lrawer to turn the eggs and put them back agaim 
‘Ban taking the tray right out and thoroughly cool- 
ing the eggs for a quarter of an hour or twenty 
Minutes. In the first case they would quickly 
‘€gain their temperature, while in the second it 
lakes some considerable time, and there is the risk 
Mf chilling the embryo. It would not hurt the 
'@gs if my correspondent merely opened the 
rawer ’and changed over the eggs from the out- 
Jide row to the centre. In most cases it is an 
idvantage to do so, because there is variation in 
he temperature between the outside row and the 
entre. May I put it in this way? 


It is the differ: 
ee between standing at your front door on a 


| 


cold frosty night, and saying a hasty “‘ Good-bye.’ 
and seeing your visitor to the front gate and taking 
twenty minutes to do so. In the one case you gei 
a breath of fresh air, whereas in the second you 
get a chill. 


G. W. N. (Bromsgrove) sends samples ot food. 
The meat and bone meal contains too much bone, 
und tco little meat. - The maxed corn is good, 
except with regard to \the whole maize, fwhich, 
should never be fed to fowls. The \bran 1s just a 
fair sample. ‘The sharps are too coarse, contain- 
ing too much bran. Ido not call them at all good. 
The maize meal is a good sample. He has 69 
fowls, nearly all puilets ; 30 pure Leghorns, March 


hatched, and others February, and mongrel 
pullets. One Leghorn laid five eggs in one week 


The 
birds are on free range, and the following mash 
given them in hoppers :—2 lbs. bran, 4 middlings, 
i4 maize meal, and 5 per cent. meat and bone 
meal, and mixed corn. He does not feed the corn 
by weight, but at times checks himself up. Thev 
have one ounce per head in the morning, and two 
ounces at night, and unlimited cabbage. I! think 
the feeding 1s wrong, and the sample of meat and 
bone meal is a very inferior one, the percentage 
of meat being too small. My correspondent should 
increase the maize meal by another half pound, 
and get a better sample of meat meal or meat and 
bone meal and bring it up to Io per cent. The 
corn contains too much whole maize, but is other- 
wise good. Whole maize should never be fed to 
fowls. I think if these matters are attended to 
and a bettér sample of middlings used, there should 
be an improvement in egg production. 


ea ee would. very 
much appreciate advice as to why his birds are not 
eating their mash. The composition of the mash 


MODERN POULTRY FEEDING.—Continued. 
We ‘are told that— 


One good way of telling whether you are giving the newly- 
introduced puillets at least, too little or too much food is by 
the pelvic bone test depicted on the cove. These bones should 
have a liberal coating of fat, amd if they haven't, you are not 
giving the birds enough food. On the other hand, if tthere is 
too much fat on them you are being too generous with the 
rations. Alter your feeding accordingly, and apply the “pelvic” 
test until you have arrived at the happy medium. 


Now, hon is a noviee to know the difference be- 
tween a liberal coating of fat-and too much fat? Li 
the condition of the bird is to be determined ‘by’ the 
amount of fat on the pelvic bone, and the feeding is 
to be reeulated by the percentage of fat, we think our 
writer has given. his readers a nice little problem. 

Let him take up 100 pulllets, and see how the per- 
centage of fat on the pelvic bone will differ, amid 
attempt to regulate his feeding, so that they shoul 
all have a liberal coating, amd none should have too 
much or none tol little 
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is :—-4 cwt. bran, 8 middlings, 2 maize germ 
meal, fish meal 2 cwt. ‘‘ B’’ did not send me 
samples, and when birds refuse the mash there is 
always some ingredient which may be the reason— 
an excess of oil in the fish meal would be a 
Suificient cause, and mary lead to serious digestive 
trouble. On the other hand, there is the maize 
germ meal, which itis always wise to suspect should 
birds refuse the mash, as in cases where this 1s 
extracted by an acid it often tastes bad, and the 
birds refuse it. Will readers please note, who 
find their birds not eating the mash, that samples 
of all ingredients in the mash should be sent to me. 


A. A. M. (Aldridge) asks the constitution of a 
forcing mash and also a good laying mash for 
ducks. The following would be a good forcing 
mash :—1 lb. bran, 1 alfalfa meal, 4 middlngs, 
1} maize meal, $ Sussex ground oats, and 4 meat 
and bone meal. The following would be a good 
roash for the ducks :—4io lbs. maize meal, 20 
middlings, 5 ground oats, 5 bran, and 4 fish meal. 
Ducks soon foul the ground, but they appairently 
do not suffer from the effects of foul ground so 
quickly as fowls. With 240 square yards my cor- 
respondent might run 15 or 20 ducks. With 
regard to the other piece, 150 yards by 10 wide, 
Runners or Khaki-Campbells would be a more 
Suitable breed. The Secretary of the Utility Duck 
Club is Mr. H. B. Carrington, Blacklands, Crow- 


hurst, Sussex. 


W. W. (N.18) wants to know the best wet mash 
for pullets now six months old, and to know when 
it 1s best to feed them—either in the evening or 
morning. If my correspondent is keeping the 
birds in the back-yard, it will be necessary to 
supply something in the nature of green food or 
as a substitute for it. A good mash would be:— 
i lb. bran, 1 alfalfa meal, 4 middlings, 1 maize 
meal, 1 biscuit meal, and 1 meat and bone meal. 
To give variety, replace the biscuit meal with 
ground oats or even cooked potatoes. The grain 
feed should be three parts kibbled maize and one 
of wheat. The birds should not be given flint 
grit; it is useless. Give oyster shell or lime- 
stone grit, or even cockle shell; this is all that is 
necessary. Flint grit is simply wasted. My 
correspondent is wise in using Izal-to keep his 
house clear of red mite. 


H. S. F. (South Hayling) sends a moderate 
sample of meat and bone meal at 17s. Cracked 
Inaize at 12s., which is just fair. ~ Between the 
two samples of middlings there is little to choose, 
but “A” is slightly the better. The alfalfa meal 
at 14s. is a really excellent sample. The maize 
meal just average quality. Ground oats at 135. 
are good value for the money. 
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the skin covering the wattles or head ornaments, 
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POST-MORTEMS. 


ea 


H. T. N. In reference to the W.L. pullet fog 
warded alive, the swelling on the leg was due & 
injury to the blood vessels, it being full of 
coagulated blood and serum. I removed this ane 
dressed the leg, and to-day it seems quite comfort. 
able, but it remains to be seen whether or no the 
tendon sheaths have shared in the trouble, and 
how the wound behaves. This might have been 
caused, of course, by the leg ring having been 
caught up in something, but that is merely specu. 
lation. The-eye trouble is glaucoma, the cause of 
which is not known, but it has been known te 
follow feeding on mouldy food and on ‘“ gassy™ 
roots. There is unfortunately no effective treat: 
ment. I will advise you further as to how the 
pullet progresses, and will send her home if she 
recovers. 4 

C. H. S. The post-mortem examination of the 
W.L. pullet showed that she was extensively 
affected with gout, the kidneys being completely 
blocked, the pericardium loaded with urates, and 
the viscera heavily ‘‘ peppered ’”’ with the same. 
The diet is, of course, at fault, being too rich m 
proteins, and will need considerable modification 
in this respect. As the trouble seems general in 
fais particular flock of pullets, I should advise 
treating the whole of them ; starve for 24 hours, 
and then give a small mash containing 11 ounces 
of Epsom salts for every 100 birds, feed very 
lightly, omitting all forms of animal food, and 
mostly on grain and green stuff, the latter im 
abundance. In the drinking water place 10 grains 
of the salts per bird for a week or ten days, accord: 
ing to their response—t.e., in improvement or other 
wise—but any that show similar symptoms to this 
bird should receive a further purgative dose of 3§ 
to 40 grains, administered for preference with @ 
syringe and rubber tube passed directly into the 
crop. I have found in treating really bad cases 
of gout that a compound cathartic pill, commonly 
known as a No. g, have’ given excellent results, 
even better in these cases than the salts, but th 
latter should invariably be given in the drinkine 
water, whichever preliminary purgative is select 


> 


A. B. C. I dispatched the bird to. you this 
afternoon, as she was apparently quite recovered, 
eating. well, etc. Since last writing the swelling 
on the wattle became greatly enlarged, and was 
found to contain a large mass of necrotic material, 
which was removed, the wound healing rapidly. 
Although I was unable to demonstrate the causa- 
tive organism, I am convinced that this trouble is 
what is known in Australia as contagious oedema 
of the wattle, and which is said to be caused by 
a local infection by the same bacillus that causes 
cholera. The germs enter by minute breaches in 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). le 
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A Year on a Poultry 
Farm, 


By Lieut.-Colonel J, MACRORY, D.S.O. 


CHAPTER IL. 


We left the chickens safely ensconced beneath their 
hot-water brooder. They started existence beneath 
the first coil of pipes—the one nearest the stove, At 
the end of a week this brood was induced to move into 
the mext compartment, where it emeountered exactily 
similar conditions, except that the coil of pipes was 
some two inches higher from the ground, and «a shiade 
cooler in temperature. In this compartment a dry 
mash hopper was provided for the first time. At thie 
end of the week the second brood, arriving from the 
incubators, took up the quarters just vacated by the 
first lot. And thus the scheme progressed until the 
Hith and dast compartment was filled with month-old 
chicks, amd each preceding compartment with chicks 
a week younger in every case. 


To compensate for the gradual rise in the 
oils of heating pipes, slatted platforms were 
gsed of graduallly increasing height under the 


novers of cach compartment exeept the first, where n 
Ow wire platfurm formed 1 mattress for the ‘‘tiny 
wees.”’ : 

The chicks never set foot on mother earth until they 
reached the fifth compartment—in other words unti! 
they were four weeks olid. After a week im this com- 
Jartment the young birds were drafted out in batches 
wk sixty to ‘‘Andmore’’ coops, where a.sacking hover, 
iiree feet square, replaced the hot-water pipes, and 
Where the chicks had free range on a gmass field. 

This scheme of rearing is excellent in its automatic 
amplicity and flabour-saiving qualities, and many of 
he broods (especially the early ones) did excellently. 
ther broods, however, were not a success, amid lost 
isavily day by day. There was mo apparent reason to 
‘count for this, so that I fear I must put it down to 
me basic fact, viz.:—Rearing in lange broods of a 
tundred and over is a very chianey and uncertain busi- 
tess. The large numbers certainly make for labour- 
aving methods, but may not this ery of labiour-saving 
€ very much overdone in the chicken world? Per- 
Omally I have come to the reluetant conclusion that 
i probably is 
“Tsay reluctant conclusion because no one objects to 
tbour more than I do. But I fear that ‘there is no 
Scape from labour, as far as the chicken rearer is con- 
emed, and for next season I am goimg to see if I can 
Wt in a little more labour and rear a few more 
aickens hy experimenting with thie small flock sys- 
ams of fiffy ‘to sixty chicks in one brood, as compared 
ith the larger flocks of ia hundred to three hundred. 
Tt happened during the spring of 1925 that the 
man brood was absorbing aill the milk produced by 
We two cows kept on the farm, so that the chickens 
force did without this article of diet. This, again 
as, { think, a mistake. (Miilk for young things is so 


valuable that 1 am sure it should always be supplied 
in one form or another. Milk powder is very usefull, 
but it has gone up to an extortionate figure, following 
the law of supply and demand. At over £40 4 tom I 
refuse to buy it, asia protest against thie way in which 
its price has been advanced directly the demand for it 
sprang up amongst poulltry-keepers. I think, however, 
I have at dJast tound a very efficient substitute im the 
form of semi-solid buttermilk. This is a Yamkee pro- 
duction, and the literature about it is most edifying, 
and not devoid of humour. ‘‘Say, brother, this is 
some dope! Reckon you’d best rush me on a car load 
or two.”’ 

I wish some Pritish manufacturer would take up the 
imanufacture of such ian article. 

This semi-solid buttermilk is cllaamed to possess ailll 
the virtues which thie advocates of sour milk claimed 
for the latter some ten years ago. Avs far as 1 remem- 
ber, the Bulgarians invamiably lived to a mpe olld age 
simply through diimiktimg sour mulk. 

This sounds condlusive, but then the Scotchman 
lives almost invariably to ian equailly mpe olld age, and 
he drinks nothing but whisky. Probably the malt in 
whisky has sornething to do with this. In amy case, 
I candidly admit that Z would rather drink whisky 
than sour milk—but tastes differ. 

Tc revert to this matter of rearing (or attempting 
tc rear) chickens imi flarge broods. We mioticed last 
sgason in particular how very differently nearly every 
brood fared in its struggle for existence. This difter- 
ence began iat a very early stage—im fact in the incu- 
bators. Some lots hatched well, and did well. 


Others hatched ‘badly amd did badly; others. 
again, hatched welll and did badly, and still others 
hatched badly and did well. There seems 
no rhyme or reason in it. The only morai I can 


draw from the whole thing is that it is safer mot to 
put too many eggs into one incubator, or too many 
chicks into one brooder. In other words, the ‘‘ smaill 
unit’? applies ‘to the imeubator as well as to the 
brooder. I have haid ia good deall of practical experience 
with at least four of the leading makes of incubators, 
and I have always found the medium size, t.e., sixty 
to 2 hundred egg capacity machine, to bie much the 
most consistent im its regullts. 

Once our chicks got into the Ardmore coops they 
usually did remarkably well after the first few days. 
The cold, wet weather was, however, much against 
them, and eventually a large proportion of them 
developed @ disease, at which I have hitherto sneered 
as unworthy of a place om any decently-run miodern 
poultry farm—to wit GAPES. I treated this with 
tt eee SD ee eee 

POST MORTEMS—Continued. 


their entrance being followed by a local reaction 
(swellings and death of tissue). It is believed that 
contagion takes place more from contaminated 
ground than directly from bird to bird, the waittles 
becoming infected by their dragging over the 
ground when feeding, picking about, etc. I must 
admit that the eye lesions are not unlike those of 
eye roup, and it is an interesting speculation as 
to how often the so-called eye roup is in reality 
due to this trouble. 
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contempt at first, but the chickens got mio better, and 
some began to die of 1t, so we alt last sat up and took 
notice. It seemed- perfectly useless to start disiniiect- 
ing a four-acre field, especiiaily as this adjoimed our 
lamge ancestral rookery, amd the wooks had become 
bosom companions of the chickens—especiallly at feed- 
ing time. The Department of Agmicullture inform me 
that nearly all wild birds, and wooks im particular, are 
carriens of the gapeworm, so the case seemed pyretty 
hopeless. We tried sallicyliate of soda squirted down 
the throats of the worst cases with a fountain pen 
flier, but I don’t kmiow that it did much good. The 
healthy chickens usuallly recovered im amy case, anid 
we tried to hope that the others were better gone. 
Miss White (that you may remember is the nom-de- 
plume of my llady pupil) informed me flately that this 
season is the first for years in which her mother’s 
chickens have been free from gapes. Miss White 
attributes this to the systematic addition of a few 
drops of Izal to their drinking water. ‘This is very in- 
teresting, and, I hope, it is true, for it is a cheap amd 
simple remedy. 

The worst of half these remedies you read about is 
that they involve such niormious trouble that I think 
I prefer the disease. When I read instructions as to 
swabbing a bird’s eyes with timcture of aconite or 
essence of ginger, and, in addition, wiping its nose 
with your best pocket-handkerchief, I go wild. Is 
the bird worth it? Then, even if all else fails, -you 
are toilld to killcand BURN the bird. The first part is 
all right, but I have never yet met anyone whio could 
tell me how to burn an incombustible thing like a 
fat old hen. What sort of a fire do you bum it in? 
There would be trouble an thiis household if I tried the 
experiment in the kitchen, or even the drawing-room 
fire. I do mot run a private Wolsing, so I content 
ryself with digging a hole and shoving the corpses im 
the oround—the very thing which I am told ON NO 
ACCOUNT to do.  Hias amyone ever reallly burnt a 
hen? I appeal to Mr. Newman. Is he allowed to 
burn a hen in his kitchen, or sitting-room fire? Per- 
haps he did it last year, but I am sure he does not 
dio it now. : 

Anyhow, I cannot burn hens. JI can make a devil of 
a smoke, and ia splendid temporary bilaze, by dint of a 
shillimg’s worth of pamafin and the hen, but a great 
deal remains after the smoke amd shilllingsworth have 
disappeared. 

Perhaps if I bought a pound’s worth of parafin I 
might burn ia hen: but I can’t affond to try. 

We- will now wait, mm burning patiemce. for the 
fourth instalment of this truly fascinating article. 

(Tio be Continued). 


tive deputation of some of the large producers who 
intended selling to the company concerned. 

Those producing eggs on a large scale will have 
to be wary or they will find this is the thin edge 
of the wedge, and they will be pinched in exactly 
the same way as the milk farmers have been by 
the combine. 

I do not sign my name, as for business reasons 
I do not wish to become a marked man, but I 
hope Mr. Newman is satisfied as to my bona fides. 

Tam; Su, SS BEWARE’ 


Correspondence. 


MARKETING OF ENGLISH EGGS. 


Sir,—Mr. Morris Hammond has written a very 
interesting letter on the above subject in your issue 
of October 21st, and I think most of us who aré 
large producers will agree with what he says, 
except that in my opimion he rather exaggerates 
the difference in price between the best English 
and best foreign eggs as quoted in the papers; 
usually the difference for 1st grade eggs 1s about 
2s. per long hundred, but the foreign price is for 
a guaranteed 18 lb. egg, whereas the English eggs” 
as commonly sent to Smithfield would certainly not 
average more than 16 lb. per 120. Often the 
difference in price is the other way round.. For 
mstance, to-day’s (October 22nd) quotation im 
“ The Times’’ is: English 28s., Dutch (18 1b.) 
26s. 6d. I feel sure also that very few producers” 
of good quality clean eggs in flarge quantities} 
accept the quoted price, there is no difficulty m 
getting a premium . F 

Few of us, I think, wilf agree with Mr. Hammond 
that it is worth making four grades. The extra 
time taken practically cuts up the small extra 
price obtainable, and the small number of 23 to 
24 ozs. are hardly worth the trouble of keeping im 
separate cases. 

{ thoroughly agree with his remarks about Coe 
operative Societies’ prices. I belong to oné 
society, and some years ago, in order to support 
them, I sent my eges to them for a short time, but 
certainly never averaged more than middle London 
price, and, roughly speaking, I lost about 2s. 3d: 
per 120, taking all grades into consideration. ~ 

I have before me the contract Mr. Hammond 
mentioned in his last paragraph. This contract is; 
in the firm's attached letter, said to have been 
drawn up in consultation with a large producer, 
who apparently quite self-appointed has negotiated 
for the other producers, and is now, so their letter 
says, their ‘‘ technical expert on eggs,’’ whatever 
that may mean. a 

In the first place, this gentleman’s efforts cam 
hardly be considered unprejudiced if the firm were 
giving him a job after the form of contract was 
settled. In the second place, during over thirty” 
years of business life, I have never before seen a) 
contract where both buyer and seller had an equal” 
voice in the settling of terms, in which the seller’s 
interests were so poorly protected, and where the 
buyer had so thoroughly safeguarded himself.. T 
very much doubt if any.farmer who is selling eggs 
on this contract will be in.any great hurry toy 
renew it next year. a 

The only fair way would have been a meeting} 


between the director of the firm and a representa= 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Pull particulars of membership will be semt by returz ea 
application to the Secrcstary, Mr. Tom Newmaa, The 
Becches, Rudgwick, Suesex. 


SOMETHING WONDERFUL 


fs the increase in the membership of the 
%P.B.A. In September we -enrolled 286 new 
members, beating all earlier records for that 


aonth, but in October we smashed all previous re- 
Ords, no fewer than 413 fully paid-up new mem- 
yers being enrolled. I say fully paid-up, because 
ve distinguish between these and the members ot 
Mhliated societies. Then we have not been out 
oto the highways and byways to obtain members, 
ve have simply got on with the work, and they 
lave come to us, “either by the recommendation of 
id members or because they -recognise that the 


:P.B.A. is doing something for the industry, and 
fey are likely -to benefit directly or indirectly. 


Ve are busy at this office at the present momen:, 
the Food Scheme, of which | shall have more to 
ay later, entails am enormous amount of cor- 
€spondencé. Someone (not a member) came to 
te at the Dairy show, and remarked that in the 
Ourse of three years we should have our 10,000 
embers. Now this particular person doesn’t 
Ifogether like the S.P.B.A. for reasons into 
which I need not enter, and his concluding remark 
ras, ““Well, I don’t lke your darned S.P.B.A., 
ut I must admit it does things and gets things 
One.’’ Well, if we don’t losem out heads, we will 
ave those 10,000 members, but the best way to 
et them is to get on with the work, and let then. 
Ome on their own initiative. We haven’t the time 
9 go fishing for them. Meantime we want the 
elp of all our present members, with suggestions, 
leas and constructive criticism. 


FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 
The following foods can be supplied in Sewt. lots and 
piwards, of one kind. Free on nail :— 


Sussex Ground Oats London 12/6 
= s oF Sussex 12/S 
r a Bristol 12/3 


Ail these are erenteod of the best quality, and are 
asurpassed at fhe price. 
Fish Meals (Pure eae 
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19/3 F.O.R. London. 
19/6 F.O.R. Swansea. 
19/3 F.O.R. Tynemouth. 

Sn 19/9 F.O.R. Grimsby. 
Fish Meal with 2 per cent. oil content not at present availab'c. 
All in lots of not less than 5ewt. Free on rail, 
tinsby, Tynemouth, Swansea, and London. The 
td sampile at 19s. 9d. is the exceptional sample to 
ich reference was made in the Dairy Show number ; 
® other samples conform to the standard fixed by 
@ Fish Meal Mianufacturers’ Association, and are 
aranteed not to contain an exeess oif i 


r ) ” 4 


salt oor oil. 


Quotations for ton lots ean be obtained on application 
to this office: — 

Meat Meal: 15/9, Carriage Paid. 

Meat and Bone Meal: 15/9, Carriage Paid. 

Particular attention is eathed to the quallity of the 

Sussex Ground Oats, and the Fish Meal. It is antici 
pated that the above quotations willl result in the 
general reduction in the price ot Fish Meall and Grains. 


Members will please note that not less than Sewt. 
of any one mash can ibe supplied. 

Ties. 4 > : : 

The S.P.B.A. mashes cam be supplied from the 


centres given be 
bers please unde 


ow at the prices quoted. Will mem- 
rstand that quotations for meals and 


grains of every kind ean allso be sent from the centres 
on application. to this office. 

Members will creatly assist us if from time to time 
they will send us samples of mashes and meals bought 
by them throuch the scheme, so that these may be 
ehecked and the highest possible standard maintained. 

All prices quoted ame subject to market fluctuations. 
it is hoped to make. further announcements in due 

ns 
PRICES OF MASHES. Per Cut. 
Liayers. Growers’ Breeders. 
E,O:R. -wIYERPOOL <3) 35 44/3 11/3 11/0 
E.G.R, LIVERPOOL "22 12/3 12/3 13/3 
F.O R. LONDON 11/3 10/9 14/9 
F.O.R. LONDON 11/6 11/6 12/0 
F.O.R. LEITH 10/9 10/6 41/9 
F.OR. LEICESTE y. 11/0 11/0 11/8 
F.0.R. KING'S LYNN 11/6 11/6 11/9 
F.O.R. BELFAST 12/9 12/3 
F.0O.R. BRISTOL ‘ 11/9 12/0 42/3 
F.O.R SOUTHAMPTON 41/6 12/0 42/0 
F.O.R. PLYMOUTH 12/6 12/9 42/6 
F.@.P. TEWKESBURY 12/9 12/6 13/0 
F.O.R. ABERDEEN 12/3 11/9 13/9 
F.O.R. HARROGATE 12/6 12/6 13/6 
F.O.R. GLASGOW 12/9 12/8 
F.O.R. STAFFS 11/6 11/6 12/6 
CRYSFALs -PALACE— 
THE GRAND INTERNATIONAL 


Much as one enjoys the Dairy Show, from many 
points of view the Great Show at the Crystal 
Palace which opens next week makes a stronger 
appeal to the poultry-keeper. To begin with, one 
sees birds under much better conditions, there is 
no crowding ot either birds or people. The light 
is all that can be desired, there are not the counter 
attractions of the Dairy, nor the rush; it is a 
more leisurely affair. . This year it will be .a 
greater show than ever, for wiser counsels have 
prevailed, and we are to have only two great 
shows in London, and two are quite enough. 
Olympia has been abandoned, or perhaps it would 
be better to say that the two ‘have joined forces. 

We shall hope to welcome a large number of 
our members at the §.P.B.A. Stand, where, as 
usual, we shall have much to attract, and I hope 
to make some further announcement with regard 
to the Food Purchase Scheme, which will be of 
interest and importance. 

The date of the Show is NOVEMBER 17, 18, 19, 
and we want to welcome you all at our Stand. 
The President and members of the Gouncil wil! 
be in attendance. 


‘h 


al 
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THE MIDLAND FEDERATION. 

Mr Brain asks me to say that the Federation w?!! 
oe pleased to receive applications irom pouitry 
specialists who are capable, and wall-give lectures om 
various subjects appertaining to poulltry at their festival 


on January 7th, 8th and 9th next, in tthe Bingley Halll, 


Birmingham. Barly applications are requested. Usual 
terms and expenses willl be paid. 

I am allso asked to correct a saistake which occurred 
in our report of the final scores of the Midland Lay- 
ine ‘lest in October 28th issue. After each section the 
words five birds appear. It should have read four 
binds, which is the number competing in each pen. 

I regret this mistake as, of course, 1b is calculated 
to give a very wrong impression 9 the birds’ per- 


formance. 


FOWL POX. 

1 have received the following letter from Mr. 
Youglas Ansell, written from Kalaw, Burma, 10 
reference to treatment of Fowl Pox and Roup :— 

‘Dear Sir,—I have been interested in the 
articles appearing in ‘ Eggs® relating to fowl 
pox and roup. © My experience out East 1s 
taat fowl pox is a seasonal disease. In the 
plains of India it always arrives at the be- 
ginning of the hot weather, that is when the 
Loo or hot westerly winds commence’ to sweep 
across the country, and only those who have 
experienced it can know how unpleasant it 1s. 
| have found it impossible to cure birds under 
two months old with any certainty, but birds 
over this age I have never failed to cure, 
whether it be of the confluent or the dry type. 
The treatment employed is very simple. Make 
a mixture of 2} ozs. sulphuric acid, 24 Ibs. 
copper sulphate, 18 gallons of water. Give 
them this and nothing else to drink, and alsv 
dip their heads, comb, wattles and all, well 
into this: mixture, keeping them well sub- 
merged until they begin to strangle. I had 
over 100 cases this year, and cleared the lot 
in a month withaut any isolation or, segre- 
gation. I may be telling you stale news, it 1s 
a common treatment in India, but to any who 
have not tried it, my advice is ‘Do so.’ ”’ 

Yours truly, 
DOUGLAS ANSELL. 


STRAW HOUSES: 

I do not wish to make any comment upon these, 
but the numerous letters which hawe been received 
will suffice to acquaint our readers with the general 
attitude towards them. 

Might I, however, state that no plea was ever 
made that they were perfect, and that it would he 
far better to try and rectify the imperfections than 
to condemn the whole houses because of them, 
These little difficulties which have been suggested 
in the correspondence are not so dreadful that 
they may not be overcome, and we. are too ready 
to condemn anything new because of some imper: 
fection, either fancied or real, rather than try to 


remove it. I] hold no brief for the straw house 
but my experience in the poultry industry has bee: 
that many things have been condemned befor 
they have been tested. 


THE KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH; 
Mr. Frank Snowden presided over the Monthly Meeting hel 
mi the Temperance Hall, Keighley, on Wednesday, Novembe 


4th. There was a good attendance. Minutes of previoy 
inonth.y meeting were read, passed, and signed. Six ne 


inembers were elected to membership to the branch. Affe 
accounts had been passed for payment and correspondence fea 
a discussion took placé on matters relative to poultry-keeper 
su general, and members of the S.P.B.A. in particular, M 

Snowden particularly pointed out the advantages to the smaille 
or poulltry-keepers in being a member of a Pouitry Society, 
was announced that the prize distribution of -cups, medals, an 
certificates won in the Yorkshire Federation Laying ‘Tria 
would take place at Leeds on November 28th. Mr. Snowde 
invited all members to attend. As soon as all arrangement 
are made members will be notified by the Secretary. 4 

Mr, P. A. Francis, Poultmy Commissioner to the Ministry « 
Agriculture, will give a lantern lecture after the distribution | 
prizes. Several members brought their entries for the Shoy 
and Mr. Snowden appealed to the other members to suppo 
the Show and send their entries in as early as possible. 

TEE 
THE LANCASHIRE UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 
= ; INTERNATIONAL EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-5. 

Twelith Month (August zind to september Ich) and Final Repot 

During the iast period ithe pirdas continued to give uw gor 
average yiela of egys. some of the heavy -preeds beginning ~ 
pull up after a shigne rest. ) 

Moulting was not very heavy, and the health of the flo 
was good 

As soon as the teat was ended, the birds were despatched 
their respective Owners as specdily as possible. 

Nhe following iis a list of the leaders im each section. Figur 
are Ezgs and boints respectively) :— 

. Large Brceders. Section 1., White Wyandottes, 10 Pullets. 
W. Crabtree. ‘twiston, Clitheroe, 2011, 2129 (winmer of the 
Wrennal Challenge Gup); Frank Snowden, Cowlimg, 1988, 2101; 
Marshall, Forton, 2114, 2u70. 

_Section If. Rhode island Red.—J. R. Hull, Thoriton, 1755, 1! 
(winner of the A. I. Walker Challenge Cup); G. H. Myerscor 
Grimsargh, 1966. 2036; Mrs.. Molloy, Crumlin, Irelamd, 1892, 1942, 

Section 111. Any Variety, “Heavy._F. W. Welch, Bewdl 
(i.S.). 1977, 1896 (and the Framk Horsburgh Challenge Cup); _ 
Jamieson, Broughton (Barn.), 1660, 1826;-W. B. Bradley, Brought 
(L.S.), 1675, i778. ; 

Section 1V. White Leghorns.—Frank Snowden, Cowling, 20 
2226 (and the J. Goilinson Challenge Cup; also winning ist pr 
over all ctiher breed in the Large Breeders’ Section); Allen Bro 
Harrozate, 2230, 2272; J. Uhompson, Shrewsbury, 2153, 2215. ‘ 

Section V. Black Leghorns.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 2058, 2030 (a 
the F, Toulmim Challenge Cup): G. B. Metcalf, Lechlade, 1965, 20: 
Stanley Street-Ponrter, Ely, 1845, 1952: Ww. Hamnett, Blackpe 
(A .V., Light, 1720, 1857 (winner of the W. Hammett Challen 
Sup}. e 

Section VI, Small Breeders, Five Pullets—J W. Lodge, Hol 
firth (W.W.),-1327, 1192 (amd the Tom Gardner Challenge Cup); 
H. Sefton, Rufford, 1036, 1093; J. J. Rawlinson, Brindle, 1036, 109 

Section VU. Rhode Island Red.—T. Lumb, Hebden Brid: 
1048, !U71_ (and the H. Sutton Challenge Cup); G. E. Marsde 
Lostock Hall, 1037, 1050; W. Lyon, Holmeswiood, 914, 950 ; 

Section VIII, A.0.V., Heavy.—T. Rossall Sandford, Shrey 
bury (L.8.), 959, 1003 (and the Rainsford Challenge Cup): © 
5. Sandbach, Abergele (L. S.), 800, 813;°W. J. Kame, Leamingt 
Spa (Aus }, 744, 723. : 

Section IX. White Leghorn.—F. F. Fisher, Tarleton, 1153, 1 
(and the H. Sutton Challenge Cup, the Tom Barron Challen 
Troph, the Reg. Walmsley Challenge Cup, confined to 
Society’s members); J.'McKechnie, Tarleton, 1124, 1209: G. W. §) 
cliffe. Hebden Bridge, 1185, 1158. ; 

Sectiouw X. Buff Leghorns.—W. A. Lansley, Whitchurch, Sak 
1050, 1228 (and winner of the W. B. Bradley Challenge Gup:*a! 
the F Walsh Cup): J. Hodgkinson, St. Ives. Cornwall. 892, 10: 
G. Rawlinson, Wavertree, 975, 976. 

Section XI. A.0.V. (Light).—G. Mart, Longton (Am.), 909, | 
(and winrer of the T. Parker Ohallenge Cup); Bliz. Priesth 
Sea (An.), €87, 902; J. B. Porter, Fleetwood (W. M. Dais 
§23, 8 

Section XI{. Single Bird (Heavy)—J. R. Hull, Thornton (Rho 
bate Red), 240, 272 (and winner of the Frank Snowden Challen 
sup) = 
Section XIII. Single Bird (Light)S. and J. Parsons, M 
bury (W.L.), 245, 266 (and winmer of the Edmunds McCurdy Ch 
lenge Cun). = 

Section XIV. (Heavy).—Miss Walker, Hothersall (W.W.), $ 
1087; W. Ellwood, Galgate (R.I.R), 931, 915; R. Hargeaves, Bart 
(W.W.), 963, 925. ; 

Section XV. (Light).—W. Ellwood, Galgate’ (W.L., 1116. tH 
A. V. Wallis, Oxon (W.L.). 1057, 1073; R. Bradley, Hutton (WI 


1021, 1040. ; 
CHARLES E. NUTTALL, Manager 


November llth, 1925. 


Income Tax and Pociltiy. 


The important case heard in the Scottish Courts, 
the report of which was ‘published in our last 
week’s issue has aroused so much interest that 
we are publishing below the opinions of the Judges 
on. the stated case. 

Great credit is due to the Scottish National 
Poultry Council, who successfully fought the case 
against the Income Tax authorities. 

We are confident that poultry-keepers through- 
Gut the whole of Scotland will recognise the good 
work the Council has done for them, and should 
give it their fullest support. 


EXCHEQUER CAUSE. 


OPINIONS OF THE JUDGES OF THE FIRST DIVISION 
on stated’ case 
for FREDERICK Q. LEAN and anather 
agaist EK. A.. BALL, H.M. Inspector of Taxes, 

: : 27th October, 1925. 

LORD PRESIDENT (Clyde) :—li appears frott the Stated 
case that the appellants are tenants of land extending to 33 
acres. The land iis equipped with a house and with farm build- 
ings, and the appellants, who carry on upon these lands the 


‘business of poultry rearing and poultry-keeping, have them 


selves erected on the lands a considerable number of poultry 
houses in which they keep what I may call a permanent stock of 
about 1,000 birds. They also keep upon the 33 acres a stock 
of some 46 sheep, atid these and the poultry make use in common 
of-the land less indeed a smadll part amounting, I understand, 
lo about half an acre, which is cultivated in onder to produce 
a stock of green food which can be fed to the poultry along with 
other food no doubt during the winter. The appellants  ‘thave 
liso erected a tomato house of moderate size, and they grow 
tomatoes in it. They were assessed on the profits of the busi- 
ness which they carry on upon these lands under Schedule iB} 
and their case is, and has ail along been, that they are not 
properly assessable under Schedule D, but ought to be assessed 
under Schedule B in respect of their occupation of the lands 
Which I have desoribed. Thé arguinetit. presented against thein 
by the Inspector of Taxes upon their appeal is stated in the 
fuse in perfectly absolute terms. It was that the appellants 
Carried on a trade or business assessable under Schedule D. 
and that poultry farming did not fall within the term “ hus- 
bandry ’’ in Schedule B of the Income Tax Act, 1918, and the 
decision of the Commissioners is stated in an equally unqualified 
way. They-say that they were of opinion that the term 
husbandry ’’ did not. include the use of land for the purpose 
of poultry farming. I do not want to run tthe nisk of doing 
iiiy injustice by putting too much stress upon the very un- 
qualified terms which apparently both the argument and ~ the 
decision were given. The question which the appeal raises is 
of a kind whith may be of frequent Treeurrence, and any decision 
Which we give may be of somewhat extensive application, be- 
Cause it is common knowledge to everybody that during the 
last few years, and particularly at the present moment, the 
number of people who are carrying on the kind of trade ot 
business which the present appellants are carrying on has 
greatly increased,-and the amount of land which 1s devoted 
€ither exclusively to the business of poultry-keeping or poultry 
fearing, or, as here, mainly to the business of poultry rearing; 
has Sreatly increased, and for that reason I have endeavoured 
to state as clearly as I could do at the opening of what I had 
fo say exactly what are the circumstances alleged here. 

_My lords, there have been a number of cases in which 
the interpretation of the word “ husbandry’? as occurring in 
Schedule B has been the subject of consideration. I think 
% may be extracted from them that dands are properly said to 
be occupied for husbandry if the trade or business camried on 
by ‘the oceupier of such lands depends “to a material extent on 


‘the use of the fruits, artificial or natural, of the lands so 


Oceupied. “T say, tc a material extent because it is notorions 
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that there are many ordimary farms, as regards the nature of 
their operations, in this country which depend for the success- 
ful eonduct of those operations to a very large extent on im- 
ported food or imported things which are not produced on the 
Jand at all, but which the extent of the farm would not enabie 
them to produce. But I think that while the use of the fruits 
of the land in the trade or industry carried on upon the land 
is vital to bring that trade or industry within the description 
of husbandry, { think it is enough—I am speaking generally— 
if the use of thase fruits is to a material extent, to a material 
degree, used and necessary for the operations carried on upon 
the land. In the present case it seems to me impossible to 
say on the facts alleged that the business of poultry-keepiny 
and poultry rearing carmied on upon these llands does not depend 
to a material extent.up@n the fruits of the land. It is qumte 
evident that the lands are ordinary grass lands. It is quite 
evident ithat the extent of the provision of winter foods, the 
share, be it small, or green food which is fed to the poultry 
it winter, is produced upon this land. I think one must take 
it as coiimon knqwledge that poultry kept upon grass lands, 
Just like pheasants while they are being reared, are no doubt 
to a very large extent dependent on food artificially fed tu 
them and not produced upom the land at all, but on the other 
hand to ia very material--and important extent, when one has 
regards to their growth and development, on the grass above 
it, to some extent on the crop and on the seeds and what not- 
Therefore my Lords, having wegard to the facts in this case, I 
atrive at the conclusion that the judgment of the Commis- 
sioners was wrong, and that we should decide the case accord- 
ingly. Buf I wish tg guard myself from the possibility of 
being supposed to lay down as an absolute or general rule that 
poultry-keeping or poultry rearmg is in all circumstances an 
agricultural operation or a branch of husbandry, for it is not 
difficult to imagine cases in which the occupation of the Jand 
for that purpose had, let me say, to take an extreme case, no 
relation at all to the fruits produced upon the lands. Well 
that would present a very different question for determination. 
but Iam happy to think that we are not driven to a conclusion 
which I think Mr. Skelton was disposed to rather drive us if 
he could, namely, that such poultry farm as this is not and 
cannot be husbandry, especially if there were any idea that a 
decision of that sort were to result in breaking up the business 
of very many farms into two kinds of business, one of agricul. 
ture and another of poultry-keepmg on the amaiogy of the 
stallion case. 

LORD SKERRINGTON :—I agree with your Lordship, and 
I wish to add that, in my opinion, “‘ prima facie,’ what is 
popularly kuown as a poultwy farm consists of, or at any ralte 
includes, land which is oceupied for the purposes of husbandry. 
There may, of course, be exceptional cases where that is mot 
so, but I find no exceptional circumstances set forth in the 
stated case which lead me.to’think that the appellant’s poultry 
farm does mot fall within. the description to which [ have 
referred. 

LORD CULLEN:—I have come to the same conclusign as 
your Lordship fin the Chair. I proceed on the footing that the 
case involves an area of ground occupied not. of the character 
merely of a poultry yard, used for housing, for artificiallly feed- 
ing and affording exercise for poultry, but where the poultry 
derive their sustenance ‘to a material extent from tthe produce 
of the ground. 

LORD SANDS:—I am of the same opinion. The question 
does not arise here whether a mere stance which is used for 
the purpose of keeping poultry is to be treated as a place of 
husbandry. I do not think I would have much difficulty in 
answering thialt question. Our question is a different one. It 
concerns) a considerable area of ground, the cccupation tf 
which for the keeping of poultry is in accordance with the 
general rural understanding to be regarded as a form of farm- 
ing. Now I quite agree with the view that in order. that this 
may be accounted as husbandry there must be contribution by 
the lands ‘as ss land to a material degree either to the 
nourishment or to the health of the poultiry. But, of course, I 
quite agree that one might pul it generally that it must he 
the fruits, and I think the fruits must be liberally construed, 
and the insects which are only found in grass Jand must be 
regarded as part of the fruits of that land. 


or 
ti 
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SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


s 


Leech, E H., Paines Gorner Karm, Broad Oak, Heathfield. 
Ellis, R, Oakfield Koad, Gosforth, Newcastle-on/l'yne. 
Tremilett, P. M., Oakleigh, Billingshurst, Sutsex. 
Woodford. A. W., Henthorn P.F., Clitheroe, Lancs. 
Summers, W., London Road, Willaston, Northants. 
Willis. W., Bottom Farm, Mapledurham, near Reading 
Jones, J. Skidmore-, Cromer House, Halesowen, Birmingham. 
Key, W., Langham Road P.F., Boxted, Colchester, Essex. 
Saunders, C. F., “La, Casita,’ West Street, Minehead. Somerset. 
Watson, R. F., 2, Mamsfield Terrace, York. 
Sanderson, W., Manor House, Hutton Crammwick, EK. Yorks. 
Scots. H, 35. Hugh Mill, Waterfoot, near Manchester. 
Flower, L. J., Brockhills P.F., Horde, Lymington, Hants. 
Ryres, A. B.. Beresfield P.F., Takeley, Essex, 
Chapple, S. C., Wyteleafe, Wickford, Kssex. 
Gammidge, H, 69, Silver Street. Barnetby. 
Edwards, Miss 8., The Grange, Bembridge, Isle of Wight 
Graham, J G., Burn of Rhoda, Strachan, Banchory. 
Kineardinshire. 
Barr, W., Strathdale, East Kilbride, Lanarkehire. 
Huches, —, Penn Mamor, Wolverhampton 
Thwaites. M, 1, Lower Row, Southfield, Nelson. 
Leyde, Miss M. #., Netherwood. Dirleton, East Lothian. 
Tuckwell, Ei G.. 53, Commercial Road, Talywain, Monmouthshire 
Deakin, R. H, Tucker P.F., Bom‘crd, Derbyshire. 
Crabtree, W , 15. Holderness Street, Todmorden, Yorkshire. 
Kingsbury, W. H. (Junr.), Granville Terrace, Burnham-on-Crouch. 
Crowther O. C, 241, Mamor Row, Low Moor, Bradford. 
Snelzar, W. W., Nash Grove Lane, Wokingham, Berks. 
Hatch, A. G, 3, Wellington Terrace, Drayton, Cosham, Hants. 
Markham, Mrs. G H., Fordy, Soham, Cambs. 
Price, §., Greenhill Lodge, Blackwell, near Bromsgrove. 
Morton. G H., ‘New Acres’ P.F., Althorne, Essex. 
Cochrane, Mre. G.. Sycamore P.F., Far Forest, near Kidderminster. 
Minn, Miss C. GC. Mac., Brierley House, Sheepbridge, near 
Chesterfield 
Beech, H., 193. St. Lawrence Road, Tinsley, Sheffield. 
Jones, W., Black Dvke Farm, Heptionstall, near Hebden Bridge. 
Reader, ».. Sunny Dene, Newmarket Road, Fordham, Ely. 
Broadhank, k. A, The Bungalow, Laverstoke, Whitchurch, Hants. 
Bateman, A. “Sunnyholme,” Claremont Road, Derby. 
Wilson, Miss M. The P.F., Chirk, Wrexham, N. Wales. 
Cowan J. T., Greenside P.F., Cumbernaul Station, Dumbartonshire 
Heatley, Miss H H., Friston, Kastbourne. 
Govier, T. J., Veryards, Cullomp‘ton, Devon. 
Miller, P M.. Harpford, Sidmouth, Devon. 
Dunn, Major W. B.. ‘The Bramtles, Yateley, Hants. 
Bergen, Mrs. Van Ferney Hall P.F., Onibury, Craven Arms, 
Shropshire. 
Garvie J. Mac. Greenknowe, Vonkton, Ayrshire. . 
Frost, E. W.. Huntow F; Bridlington. 
Oldham, h., 1, Albert Road, Hvde, Cheshire. 
Green, I H., 14, Tindal Street, North Reddish, Stockport. 
Dixon. Missi M., Welleshourme School, Acocks Green, Birmingham. 
Huches, 1. G., “Startforth,’”” Medburn, near Ponteland, 
Northumberland. 
Countess of Castlestewart, Old Lodge. Nutlev, Sussex. 
Wathen, G. W. D., The Hawthorns P.F., Tadilev, Basingstoke. 
Miles, G J., The Retreat, Alburv, near Guildford. Surrey. 
Whitehead. J., 4, Gib Lame Head, Honlev. Huddersfield 
Nevin, W. '., Ohapel House Farm, Bread Street Common. 
Guildford. 
Walters. J P.. Rowland’s Farm, Linefield. Surrey. 
Jackman, W. TI. Womeville, Devonshire Tne, Jersey. 
Stevens, W H., 41, Buckingham Street, Leicester. 
Raldwin, —& C.Woodham P-F.. South Woodham Ferrers, Hssex. 
Wardrop, W., Rosneath, Yateley, Hants. 
Gant. H., 55. Cholmlev Street. Hull. 
Tearovd. § G. Dunelm, Papplewick liane, Tinlv.. Notts. 
Unwin. L. C. Lonpington, Commercial P.F.. Nerth Shropshire. 
Thomas, E, The Bungalow P.F.. Colburv, Hamts 
Granthaimn. J.. The Jungle. St. Tver. Finite. 
Jackson, 7, Tiock’s Lane. Pilelev. Chesterfield, 
Bolitho. W. L., ‘‘Ferulea,” Whittingham Lane, Goosnargh, 
near Preston. 
Chadwick. R. Varr Croft Farm. Rivrtle. Burvw 
Tidewell, IT. (Junr.), Keighley Road P.F, Cullingworth, rear 
Bradford. 
Barker, Tf., Srooklends, Cullineworth, near Bradford. 
Tngram. A. J.. Gailev, Stafford 
Fairweathor, D. P., 74, Railway Street, Hebburm Col’tery. H-bbuira 


UTILITY DUCK CLUB. 


A general meeting of the above elub will be held in Room 4, 
at 11 a.m. on Wedmesday, November 18th, at the Crystal Palace, 
with a view to discass the prekliems of the industry and the policy 
of the club, fur which there wes no time at the annual general 
meeting at the Dairy Show. 3 
It is hoped that as many members as possible will attemd 
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HARPER: ADAMS’ AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, NEWPORT, SALO 
POULTRY LAYING TRIALS, 1924-25. ‘ 


ae 


Final Report. 


The trials terminated on the 2nd inst., the leading pen ~ 
each section of the Championship and Small Flock ‘Trials at 
end of tae eleventh per.od maintaining its lead up to the clos 
‘here are one or two changes in the other positions, nota] 
in the wyandotte Section, in the which the second and this 
awards go to pens which established their position only in 
last mouth ven 79 (D. W. Gunston) takes the award for @& 
best pen in the Small Flock ‘Trials. This pen has done consi 
tently well, the egg average for the pen being 231 eggs per bir 
Jt is worthy of note that in only three sections out of nine tl 
leading pen in the early months finislYed in the leading position 

The final average is a fraction over 181 eggs per bird, whic 
spo va that egg production has been maintained at a fairly -hig 
evel. Ss 
The following is a summary of the leadimg pens, with th 
n-edal w.nmers in each section :—- 

SUMMARY OF ‘THE LEADING PENS. 
Championship Trials. 

Section 1, Light Breeds—A. White (B.L.), Malpas, Ches 
208u (Cotlege shield and Gold Medal); Miss N. H. Beli (W.L.), Loh 
ham, Kent, 2102 (Silver Medal); H. sutton and Sons (W.L.), bre 
usu, 2054 (Bronze medal), Krank Snowden (W L.), Keighitey, York 
iyo: rank Snowdon (BL.), Keighley, Yorks), 1907. 8 

Section 2. Heavy Breeds.—H. Watson (W.W.), Colne, Lams 
2117 (Uollege. Shield amd Gold Medal); Miss M. Fowler (W.W 
tuackburn, 2220 (silver Medal); G. B. Metcalfe (W.W.), Lechiad 
Glos., 2017 (Bronze Medal); W. Lister (L.S.), Northiam, Susse 
1632; G. W. Reeves (R.1.R.), Whitchurch, Salop, 2012. ae 


SMALL FLOCK TRIALS. = 


Best Pen. Silver Cup.—D. W. Gunston, M.P, Reading, 1387. 

section !, White Leghorns.—F. A. Welch ,Cheltenham, 14 
(Gold Medal); W. mc\ahon, Newton Mearns, Kenfrewshire, 18 
(Silver Medal); ‘he Cotswold P.F., Stroud, Gilos., 1370 (Bron 
meagan); G. Keith Simmons, oniton, Devon, 1363; Capt. J. Thom 
sou, Shrewsbury, 1351 , re 

section 4. white Wyandottes.—D. W. Gunstcn, Reading, 
(Gold Medal). Frank Sxiowden, Keighley, Yorks, 1273 (Silver _Medail 
W. Measures, Sharnbrook, Beds, 1509 (Bronze Medal); KE. H. Silke 
ingutesitone, Hissiex, 1253; Mrs. Alee Wilson, Garth, Brecon, 1267, 

Séction 3. Rhode island Reds.—F. and A. H. Samders, Rugbh 
1337 (Gold Medal); Mrs. Molloy; Antrim, lrevamd, 1319 (Silver Meda) 
Dashwood Farms, Ltd, Doddington, Oxon, 1883 (Bronze Medial 
Mrs... Ball, Rugby, 1192; R. Gaeen, Preston, Lames., 1160. 2) 

Section 4. sussex._—F. Rostiali siamfcrd, sihrnewsbury, 1166 (Go 
Medal); w. Bradbury, Bury, Lianies., 1154 (silver Medal); Capt, 
A. Plimpton, Beverley, East Yorks, 1184 Bronze Medal); A. Kobi 
son, Bawtry, Yorks., 1179; Miss Hanrison Bell, Welwyn. Herts, 16 

Section 5. Black Leghorns.—W. A. Lamsley, Whitchurch, Sale 
1226 (Gola Medal); C. Land J. A. ‘Thomson, Holywell, i272 (Sily 
Medal); Mrs. M B. Cowley, Abingdion, Berks, 1139 (Bronze Meda 
J. H Wilkinson, Higher tleysham, Lamck., 1183; N. S. Robinso 
Spilsby, I.nes., 1210. x 

Section 6. Any Other Light Breed.-W Hammnett (An.), Blax 
pool, 1151 (Gold Medal); S. ntreet-Porter (An.), Ely, Cambs., 
(Si-ver Medal). H Lyndon Lomon (La B.), Devizes, Wilts, 1 
‘Bronze Medal); Dr. R. B. Reed (An.), Colchester, Essex, iii 
The C.W.S. (An.), Whalley, Lanes., 1084 

Section 7. Any Other Heavy Breed—Miss P. Mills ae 
Bishon’s Castle, Shropshire, 1290 (Gold Medal); O. C. Brown (Rkes 
Scunthorpe, Limes., 1235 (Silver Medal); F. R. Welch (Rks.), Bew 
ley, Worcs ,. 1143 (Bronze Medal); Mirs. J. H. Walker (Barn), Ne 
digate, Surrey, 1207; P. E. White (Rks:), Market Drayton, Sai 


1201 = 
SINGLE BIRD TRIALS. # 


Section 1. White Leghorns.—W. H. Golden, Leire, Rugby 
(Brenze. Medal); W. Hamnetit, Blackpool, 255; 8. E: Lllingwort 
RBradtord, 255; Miss H. Baylis, Stratford-on-Avon, 256; E. Les 


S 
* 


— 


+ 
Secticn 2. White Wyandottes.—Mrs. Alec Wilson, Gar 
Brec., 275. (Rronze Medal), S. and T. Greenall, Grantham, ~ 
EB Wats:.n, Colne, Lanies., 223; A. Hughes, Malpas, Cheshire, 
Will Barron, Preston, 229. anal 
Section 3. Any Other Light Breed.—S. Street-Porter  (B. 
Ely, Cambs. 229 (Bronze Medal); Chivers and Soms, Ltd. (B.L.), ; 
ton, Cambs, 241; W. Hamnett (Am.), Blackpool, 217; R. A. and | 
M Jobn-on (Bl. L.), Chailford,.Glos., 221; A White (Bl. L.), M 
pas. Cheshire, 209 = 
Section 4. Any Other Heavy Breed.—R. Groom (R.I.R.), Pr 
ton, 240 (Bronze Medal}; om. Barron (R.I.R); Preston, | 
218: A. White (L.S.), Malpas, Cheshire, 205; H. Leslie Pattis| 
‘R.T.R.). Longton, Staffs., 188; L J. Measures (R.1.R.), Keysto) 
Hunts., 189 Pert | 
The.‘'Bazaa”’ Challenge Cup. For tthe pen of six birds Ww) 
the highest record in value of eggs produced.—D. W. Gunsbi 
Reading I 
Poultry Club Bronze Medals. For pens which, having attain] 
a high standard of first-crade eggs in the first eleven months) 
the trinls most nearly conform, im the opinion of the Pio 
Club judge’ to the standard for their resmective breeds.—Wnh) 
Leghorns: 8: Threlfall, Churchtown, Southport. White Wy 
cottes. Major Kimescote, Newport Pagnell, Bucks. R.I. > 
Dashwood Farms, Ltd., Deddington, Oxon. Light Sussex: 
H. Whatley; Oakham Any Other Light. Breed: W. -Ham 
Blackpool (An.). Any Other. Heavy Breed: Miss P, Mills, Bish 
Oastle, Shropshire ‘Rks.-). R | 
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Answers to Queries. 
Continued. 


G. M. D.. (Loughborough). If you were. onlly usiny 
10 per cent. fish meal in the mash; them it fig dbvious 
that the gout, which the post-mortem finding states is 
the cause of death, could not have been due to: excess 
of animal proteim. The probability is that.there was a 
predisposition to gout with thig individual bird. Under 
the circumstances it would be most unwise to make any 
reduction in the quantity of fish meal you are using ; 
you cannot treat the flock for the individual. (2) As 
the pulllets are survivors from a brood affected with 
B.W.D. you would be most umwise to breed from 
them, [ should hardly think it worth your while to 
ave them blood-tested. (3) No, you cannot detect 
sex of chicks from Black Leghorn x R. 1. Red at 
yatehing. 


VA. BR. (Ayrshire). Iam iatraid space is too limited to 
illlow me to answer alll your questions in reference to 
mall eges - You have the misfortune to possess a 
lock of Wyandottes which lay eggs so small as tio be 
dmost unsaleable, and what you wish ‘to know is 
vaether you can improve the size by careful mating 
vithout decreasing the average yield, which is remamk- 
ible. For my own part I- would: prefer. to sell the 
ards, for to effect any real improvement will be 
edious work, and need the utmost care in selection. 
fou must begin by obtaining a malle bird from a hen 
ith a record of not ‘less than 250, paying particular 
tention to the winter record, and that of August and 
epteriber. Eggs should not weigh less than 2lozs. 
areful selection of the pullets from this mating will 
emecessary, the majority of them will inherit the 
mall eggs. of their dams, and probably you will find 
1 most prolific pulliets among these. Your selec- 
on will be, of course, with the rest. but some of these 
‘ail mot be homozygous or ‘“‘pure’’ for the large egg, 
od may produce daughters which will inherit the 
mall egg of thew erand-dams. These, of course, 
lou will have to discard, as well © as their 


ams, .and = mate only. those which’ have.  pro- 
luced all pullets. laying large — egos. Even 
mong these puillebs you may find some:..which 
Wl troduce progeny laying small. eggs. It is'realily 
question of “‘purifying’’ your strain of the smalll. ege 
eter. You must be most careful in your selection 


| males,,and should get the pedigree. on both-sides 


em which does not lay a two ounce ege after she has 
ten laying three months... (2) This tis @ good sample 
| Gish meal, and excellent value as prices go. . The 
found oats are not Sussex ground; there is too much 
Ask in them ; they are not worth.the money. 

| 


Puzzled (S. Walles). Do I think “you have been had? 
ell, you have. probably paid 5s. for hens which you 
tld have bought im the market for 2s.. How could 
iu Yeally believe that you were going to get. White 
ghorn pullets, 1924 hatched, of 258-ege strain, sent 


‘© three or four generations. Do not breed from any . 


all the way from Yorkshire for 5s. each. or 45s. a 
dozen? What you have got are probably some ancient 
hens picked up by a higgler on the farms for about a 
shitling each. If they are not too tough to stew. thait 
is the ‘hest use you eam make of them. Whatever you 
dio, don’t breed from them, for the cockerel of ‘274 
egg strain’’ is worthless. Yion willl one day understand 
that the phrase ‘‘egg stmain’’ has no meaning 


Kuniber (E. Lanes). Ihave examined the sample 
uf mash sent, and) the cause of the trouble would 
appear to be a very inferior brand of meat and bone 
meal, in which I found a good deal of hair and hide - 
the other ingredients im the mash were of fair quality 
lam afraid-there ig no alternative but to serap the 
remainder of the mash. It would be very hard work 
to sieve 8ewt., and pick jut the hair and hide, and 
cooking would not help matters. (2) I don’t: think it 
was ‘the’ intention of the mover of the resolution to 
“force a standard weight on the industry.’’ He believes 
---and as you ask the question, I agree with him—that 
an improvement in body size would result in imyroved 
health and vigour. Those who do not wish to comylly 
with any standand the eommittce appointed may fix 
cannot register their birds. No, you are wrong, the 
sniover does not want to breed giants; we are out for e 
medium ‘bird; extremes either way must be avoided. 
(3) No, I don’t believe that lack of stamina his neces- 
sarily associated with high fecundity. I have already 
said sv, but will write again om. the subject some day, 
if you and your friends think the fidea is so prevaient, 
anid that it wail do good. 


WEST SURREY POULTRY SOCIETY WINTER® LAYING 
TEST, 1925-6. 


Held at Chilworth Poultry Farm, under the management of 
Messrs. Hudson Bros. 


REPORT FOR FIRST MONTH. 


The general health of tihe birds since the test started has been 
excellent, notwithstanding the vaniaible weather conditions, not 
even a single cold had been detected until the fourth week, when 
one bird, being found slightly off colour, was isolated. 

A number of pirds were laying on arrival, and some of these 
dropped. off for a time, but nearly all are starting again now. 
A lot of pullets are still very immature, and very few pens: have 
all birds in lay.. There has mot’ been «a single cake of broodiness. 

The total eggs laid during the period under review was 1,222 
(ie. 9.54 per bird), the» highest -daily total beimge 52. and the 
lowest 39 

The test was linspected ion October 29th by Major S. H. Eden, 
Small Livestock. Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

A svnecial award has been offered” for the imdividmal bird 
laying the most first-grade eggs- each month. This is won for 
the first period by Capt. Britt’ White Wyandotte, Nio. 78, with a 
total of 22 first-grade and two second grade eggs. Sir J. Leigh's 
Light Sussex, No. 64, being second with 19 first amd two. second 
grade. 

Report for the First Month (Four Weeks)—October 5th to Nov. Jst. 
Figures are Eggs amd Ploints respectively. 

White Wyandotte.Capt M. H. G. Britts (b), 56. 51, Burrows 
fea. P..Farm, {8, 38; Capt. M. H. Gs Britts (a), 33, 33; H. ‘Rown- 
tree (ia), 32, 30 

Rhode Istand Red.—W. Hazard, 50, 47; N. Surrey P, Farm. 37, 
37: H. W-. Homewood, 35. 35; J B. Bantofitt, 34, 32. 


Light Sussex.—Sir J. Leigh, 66, 60; Burrows Lea. P. Farm, 62, 57. 

White Leghorn.—W. Hazard, 67. 67; Sir J, Leigh, 51, 49: Burrows 
Lea, P. Barm, 61 48; Ns Surrey P.-Ferm (b), 44, 40. 

Black Leshorn.—H. G. Hood amd Sons (a), 38. 37; H, @, Hood and 
Sons (b}. 32, 30; H, Rowntree, 28, 25, 
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Correspondence— Continued. 


THE ECONOMICAL, EFFECTIVE, AND 
~ PERFECT(?) POULTRY HOUSE. 


x 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.’ 


Dear Sir,—I was once asked by, a noyice what 
was the best and most up-to-date book he could 
get on poultry-keepng? My reply was, ‘‘ Get the 
bound volumes of ‘Eggs’ for the past two years, 
read them carefully from the beginning and make 
notes on the front page of each issue of anything 
that strikes you, and you will have at your disposal 
all the most recent information on the subject that 
tnatters.’? And who reading your ‘‘ Dairy Show ”’ 
issue will question that my advice was sound? The 
two articles ‘‘ Economical and Effective Housing *’ 
and ‘‘What is Ventilation?’’ are examples in one 
issue of the kind of helpful matter that readers of 
“ Eggs’’ look for and find there, and I am sure 
that your readers will be most grateful to the 
authors of these articles; which are each in: their 
different way of so much interest. 

Taking the former article first, it 1s evident that 
the cost of erection of such a house as he describes 
to the general farmer would practically amount 
only to netting, nails and wire since they have the 
timber, straw, and, at this time of the year, spare 
labour; whilst to those who have none of these it 1s 
even then economical, and for this alone Mr. Price 
is entitled to our gratitude. 

But what would Mr. Somerville have to say re- 
garding the ventilation? ‘‘ Ventilation begins at 
the bottom and ends at the top.” ‘“‘ With any 
type of house in which the air ports are above the 
birds’ heads and fresh air is forced in, you will get 
CIRCULATION in the form of swirling eddies 
creating strata of mixed, foul and fresh air at 
varying levels, till eventually diffusion—wholly or 
partial—occurs.”’ It is unnecessary to quote any 
further from Mr. Somerville’s article to show that 
excellent as Mr. Price’s house is from. an economic 
point of view, from a ventilation point of view it 
perpetuates existing faults which, according to Mr. 
Brain, are the cause of all diseases of the respira- 
tory system. 

Now if we turn to Mr. Somerville’s article, it would 
appear that the house he has in mind, whether 
of the ‘‘apex’’ or ‘‘ span-roof’” type, are to be 


~ closed houses save for the purpose of entrance or 


exit of attendants, since any other would be in- 

compatible with ‘‘ ventilation by induction,” 
Presumably this closed house . would -- have 

ordinary windows for purposes of light, not air. 


~If Iam right in this presumption then the ultra- 
violet rays which are becoming recognised more 


and more as essential to growth, development, and 
general well being of animals, do- not penetrate 
into -his house; being effectually filtered out by the 


glass of the closed windows. In this respect. M 
Price’s house has. the advantage. = +.» | 
Some time agowe read something (in “‘ Eggs 
of course) about ‘a kind of flexible glass which he 
the desirable property of not filtering out the: 
rays. It was to be put on the market. very shortl 
Is it going to materialise? Z 
--It seems to me that: we are getting very. clo 
upon ‘the heels of that desirable residence, # 
perfect poultry house, which should be-:— 
(1) Economical in construction. 
(2) Free from draughts. 
(3) Perfectly ventilated by induction. 
(4) Flooded with light through windoy 
which do not filter out the ultra-violet rays. 
Turning once more to Mr. Price’s straw hous 
it occurs to me that it is not everyone who wow 
like to construct one of these, who. can comma 
the services of a thatcher, when and where th 
want him. It also occurs to me that I have se 
somewhere a machine into which straw is fed 
one end and is pressed tightly: together and sey 
with binder twine or other material, and passes € 
at the further end in the form of ready-ma 
thatch. Perhaps some of your readers ‘may km 
ot such a machine: It would be of great assi 
ance to many who contemplate building a str 
house if they could order so many hundred ff 
of a certain width of straw thaching with th 
wire netting, 
Perhaps this will develop into an industry, ‘sir 
wood is so €xpensive. Must bring the matter 
the attention of the ‘‘ Rural Industries, Ltd.” — 
‘“LIGHT SUSSEX]? 


STRAW POULTRY HOUSE 


To the Editor of ‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir. —I am extremely sorry to have missed] 
Price at the Dairy Show, when he might have m 
one or two points clear to me regarding its ¢ 
struetion. | 

The exclusion of rats seems to me one of the m 
important items, and I should very much like to ln 
whether the netting he advises stretched over, 
frame and under the straw will keep them out. | 

I ask the question because last July I described 
Apex House I have built here, and stated that I) 
sunk Jin. wire netting two feet down. alll round | 
house. — a | 

1 am nioow busy removing this and replacing 
lin. netting, as the llanger mesh does not keep 
out. ;] 

The rats, of course leave the felt covering seve 
alone, so that I hope. the change I-have maide wil 
effective. . a = | 

With regard to the ventilation, I tale it thit suffie 
air will pierce the thatching to give the. neces 
_yentilation. . Retest aeeS ef | 
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EGGS. 


Excluding labour. Mr. Price’s house works out at 
. 2d. per bird (at ae per bird), whereas my Apex 
ouse worked out at 2s. 6d. per bind, so his costing is 
ghtly lower than mine. I should think in a w indy 
ot like Partridge Green, the Apex house would prove 
ore suitable, but in sheltered places the Straw Houge 
yuild certainly be more pleasing to look upon 
In spite of Mr. Somerville’s repeated assertions that 
, Apex Hicuse should be built at an angle of 60 
grees in order to get the proper ventilation, | must 
ost respectfully | beg to differ from him as far as my 
muse is concerned, and I re eallly do mot see the neces- 
, it the house is big enough, to sacrifice so much 
jor spaceas his methiod of construction would 
volve. 
During the recent very high winds which went up 
65 miles per hour in these parts, I tested the house 
ost carefully for draughts alll round above and beliow 
e verches, but was uniabile to discover any. The air 
‘always clear and fresh even on the muggiest days 


Your obedient servant,s * 
FRANCIS J. HEMELRYK. 


x 


STRAW HOUSES. 


To: the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’ 


Dear Sir,—I read with interest the article and plans 
{the Straw Hiouse. It is a itype of house which we 
ice used when in Kent, but owing to the very low 
ices which that type of house fetchies in a salle, it 
wdly pays to build them unless ome ts very settled. 
‘These houses are much better iif they are built m 
etions, to bolt together, as they at once become 
ovable, Ifthe frathe wo = is made of 2in. or 3in. by 
n. battens, it can be covered with 3im. mesh netting 
Mth sides, and the 2in. space between the netting can 
“stuffed with straight lengths of straw. 

‘Tt the house is made in this way the old straw can 
i replaced. with fresh straw whenever necessary. 
wus, at a very little extra expense. making the lize 


‘the house as long as the life of the b: attons, which 
@good number of. years. 
| I remain, yours faithfully, 
E- BERNARD REDDAWAY 


STRAW HOUSES. 


‘ Eggs.”’ 


—s 


To the Editor of ‘ 


“3 
Dear Sir,—As I am keenly interested im the econornic 
liiding of poultry houses, perhaps the followiaz com- 
Fees on the Straw House, desertoed in your Dairy 
low number, may be of interest to readers centem- 
ating building a ‘house of this description. oa be 
onomic, three points have to be considered, i 
|) Gost. (2) Situation. (8) Durability. 


a “= 


Taking thein in order. ° The cast of the house illus- 
trated has been under estimated as regards «traw and 
wire netting. Of the former wbous two ton would be 
required to enable sufficient ““drawn’’ straw to be used 
for thatching,. cost £3. t0 £38-10s. per ton 

Three inch mesh wire netting would be of no use to 
keep out rats or rabbits. These would play hiavoe 
with the bottom thatch, causing endless draughits. One 
inch mesh would have to be used on ends and sides to 
be effective, thereby nearly doubling the cost of that 
portion. 


As fowls are matumallly addicted to “‘pecking and 
senatehing,’’ anything’ llike an ear of corn attracts their 
attention with disastrous results to the thatch umless 
this is covered with metting—a further expense. 


(2) Situaition: If placed in an orchard or near trees, 
autumn leaves would settle amd soon decay the top 
thatch, and the houses would be far too dark. In my 
opinion the lighting space is far too small to admit of 

suffierent sunlight for most of: the year. 


(3) Durability: As these houses have not been in 
existence for any length of time, perhaps (to quote 
your ewn words) it wi card be better to “bide a wee’’ 
before condemning them on this score before another 
winter has passed. 


May T add that through the hanks of a lady poul- 
try farmer I was permitted to inspect jone of these 
houses (42ft. x 15ft.), built about three months (two 
oe of straw being used). anid the pulllets have allreaidy 

nlayed havoc with the roof (about 3in. in. thickness) 
and the sides, and at lleast one more ton. of straw wall 
have to be used to make it weatherproof for this winter, 
IT am very doubtful if the smaller poultry Keeper 
would find this house econiomicall with its yearly up- 
keen. and having tolbuy all materials. I am convinced 
that the initial cost of a sound wooden house would not 
be so expensive in the long run as that of a straw one. 


I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 


: F: E RICHINGS 


AN APOLOGY. 


To the. Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


10 fo] 


Dear Sir—I have today had my attention caililed to an 
advertisement of mine which appeared in ‘‘ Eggs ’’ lately, and 
which stated that the Black Bresse offered was bred from pen'- 
headed by Winner of First and Special at Olympia, whereas I 
should have added ‘‘ In Novice Class.’’ I know little of show- 
ing and its technicalities, and .I generally cut advertisements 
short, jeaving full) detail for actual! comespondence with ‘a pro- 
spective purchaser, but, though quite innocent of any intention of 
deceiving a buyer on the question, I realise that I have been-- 
guilty of a breach of etiquette, and should be greatly obliged 
if you could see your way to publish. this statement with my — 
apdlogy to the poultry world at jiarge, and in particular to the 


Bresse Club and the exhibitor ofthe Winner of the First in the 
Open at Olympia last year. 
Yours truly, 
F. W. MORETON. 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING, 
FRIDAY, 6th NOVEMBER, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—Moderate supplies of 
English wheat are in fairly good demand and prices have again 
advanced, the average quotation being 11s. id. per cwt,, an 
increase of 4d. per cwt. on the week. Spot supplies of imported 
wheat are on the short side and values are higher at most 
markets, No. 1 Manitoba averaging 12s. 9d. per cwt, Trade jor 
home-grown malting barley is similar to last week and average 
quotations are unchanged, prices at London ranging from is. 
to 18s. 9d. per cwt. British feeding barley also sells at recent 
rates, except at London where prices have advanced from 8s. 9d. 
to 9s. per cwt. on the week, while imported is in little request 
and has an easier tendency. Fair offerings of English. oats 
meet a moderate demand at late rates, white varieties averaj- 
ing 9s. 4d. and black 8s. 9d. per cwt,. Foreign oats are scarce, 
none being on offer at Hull, but prices generally record little 
alteration, Maize is slightly cheaper at Hull and London. 

Bran. generally makes late rates, but at Hull, where supplies 
are short, prices have advarced 5s. per ton. while coarse mid- 
dlings meet a slow trade, and are cheaper at Liverpool and 
London. Meals generally are in little request, and maize meal 
Is cheaper at several. markets, Oil cakes mostly sell at late 
rates, any price changes being in favour of buyers. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 12s; Huil, 
£7 %s; Liverpool, £7 5s; London, £6 17s. Broad Bran: Bristol, 
£8 17s; Hull, £8 17s: London, £8 5s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): 
London, £9 5s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £9; Liverpool, 
£8 10s; London, £7 17s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, .£7 5s; 
Hull, £6 16s; London, £7 29. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 10s; Liver- 
pool, £7. MEAL.—Barley Meal- Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £9 10s; 
London, £10 2s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £10 15s: Hull, £9 8s; Liver- 
pool, £9 7s; London, £10, Maize Meal (8. African): Bristol, £9 7s; 
Hull, £8 10s; Liverpool, £8 7s; London, £8 12s. Maize Germ Meal: 
Hull, £9 15s; London, £9 10s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11 7s: 
London, £9 15s. Locust. Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, £10; 
Liverpool, £9 5s; London, £9 i2s.. Bean Meal: Bristol, £13 15s; 
Hull, £114 3s; Lendon, £12 5s. Fish .Meal: Bristol, £21; Hull, 
£20 10s; Liverpool, £20 10s; London; £20 10s; 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY: 


English eggs and best imported selections are in light. supply, 
and these have again advanced in price, but secondary grades 
are in only moderate request. There is a fair inquiry for dead 
poultry and recent quotations generally govern the trade. 

Week-end Prices--Hggs (per 120): British, 29s 9d, 24s 0d; Irish, 
28s 6d, 27s 6d; Danish, 28s 6d, 27s 6d; Dutch, 29s. 3d,. 27s 3d; 
Canadian, 21s 0d, 20s 0d; Belgian, 26s Od, 24s 9d; Italian, 23s 0d, 
22s 0d; French, 24s 0d, 23s 0d: Lithuanian, 17s 6d, 16s 6d; Polish. 
14s 6d, 14s 0d; Chinese, 15s Od, 13s 6d; Russian, 16s 6d, 12s 6d: 
Australian, 23s 0d, 22s 0d; Esthonian, 17s 0d, 14s 0d. 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 6d, is 2d; Irish, 
1s 0d, 11d; Others, 1s 3d, is 0d. Ducks, 1s 2d, 1s 0d. Geese, is 1d, 
10d. Turkeys, is 5d, 1s 2d. 


EGGS. = 


Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 3s 64d; Second, 3s 34d. Birmingham: 
First, 3s 23d; Second, 2s 94d. Bridgwater: First, 3s 8d: Second, 
3s 6d. Chelmsford. First, 3s 54d; Second, 3s 3d. Colchester: 
First, 3s 73d; Second, 2s 8d. Dencaster: First. 38 4d; Second, 
3s 2d. Dorchester: First, 3s 53d; Second, 3s 44d. Exeter: First, 
3s 1d. Hereford: First, 3s $d; Second, 3s 0d. King’s Lynn: First. 
3s Od; Second. 2g 9d. Llandilo: First, 3s 3d. Mold: First, 3s 3d; 
Second, 3s 2d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. 
Norwich: First, 3s Od. Oswestry: First, 3s 6d. Penzance: First, 
2s 10d; Second, 2s 9d. Saffron Walden: First, 3s 73d; Second, 
28 103d. St. lves (Hunts): First, 3s 23d; Second, 3s 03d. Salisbury: 
First, 3s 24d: Second, 3s id. Skipton: First, 3s 1d. Truro: First, 
2s 9d Welshpool: First, 3s 3d; Second, 3s 0d. *Carlisle: First, 
3s 9d. *Derby: First, 3s 3d. *Ipswich; First, 3s 6d; Second, 
2s 6d. *Lincoln: First, 3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 3s 6d: Second, 
3s dd. *York: First, 3s 6d, 


FOWLS. 


Per lb.--Birmingham: First, is id; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, +5s 0d; Second,.+4s 6d. ‘Exeter: First, 1s 3d.° Hereford: 
First, 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Llandilo: First, 1s 5d;-Second, is 3d. 
Truro: First, 1s 4d. Welshpool: First, 1s 3d; Second, 1s, 1d. 
*Derby: First, 45s 0d; Second, 3s 6d. *Ipswich: - First, 1s 6d. 
Lincoln: First, 45s 6d; Second, 43s 6d. *Shrewsbury: . First, 
1s 6d; Second, jg 3d. *York: First, t5s 3d: Second, +4s 6d. 


DUCKS. 


Per lb.—Birminghant: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
First, {5s 0d; Second, t4s. 6d. Exeter: First, is 3d. Wereford: 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions, Criticisms and queries are invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention. the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 

Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,’’ 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 

Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 

Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Adyertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘‘Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street;: 
London, 8.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894, 


Classified Advertisemerts Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. . 

Owing to the ever-increasing circulation cf 
‘‘ Eggs,’ it Is imperative that new advertisements 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST CN 
FRIDAY MORNINC to ensure insertion In the 
following Wednesday’s Issue. It is hardly neces 
sary to add that the earlier in the week we receive 
copy the better it Is for everyone concerned. 


PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com: 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MONDAY 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK'S ISSUE, 


First, 182d; Second, 1s 0d. Llandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 3d. 
Welshpool, First, 1s. 2d; Second, 1s 0d. *Derby: First, 34s 6d;_ 
Second, t3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 4d. *Shrewsbury:: First, 1s 6d; 
Second, is 3d. *York: First, 46s 0d; Second, {5s 6d, 


“At these markets. the prices quoted are for sales by Pro-. 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to preducers by retailers. + Per head. 
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Headed by Jan.-hatched cockerel, 


son of hen No. 10, 
pullet year 4 lbs., 


fromy sire with dam’s record of 291, 


Weight at Hatch: 
end of ability 
Hen Eg production. p.cent. | 

No. 88 record 260 se 12 months 4ilb. 0oz. eatcN Gs 
209 241 (incomplete) 4lb. 402. 

447 2 years 5lb. 0oz, 

258 12 months 4lb. 80z. 

491 2 years 4lb. 0oz, 


Hen 


”» 
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(COCKERELS for 
1926 Season may 
‘now! be booked 


from this and other 


No. 464.—Wellingham Wonder. 


months, Weight 4 lb. 2 oz. Ege 23 oz. 
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SPECIAL PEN—WHITE LEGHORNS 


record 274 in pulllet year, 


330 record 252 
04 


Bred and owned by Miss MALCOLM and Mrs. 
— Wellingham House P.F., Lewes, Sussex. 


(41925). 


“weight at end of 


Weight at Hatch- 
end of ability 

production. p. cent. 

in 13 mnibe 4lb. 40z. 

285 12 months 4lb. 202. 

266 13 months 4lb, 20z. 

284 12 months 4lb. Ooz. 

260 (incomplete) Alb. 202. 


Higgs. 


Pedigree and Price 
List on application, 
also of Rhode Island 
Reds (S.c.) and L. 


Sussex Cockerels 


Hatchability 95 per cent 
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Twelve lanthe Diet med ry 
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Three Months 
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W.L:, .W.W.,. BrL., L.§.,;. R.I-R. 
Send a postcard at once for our illustrated catalogue, 


Per cwt. free on rails at Horley Sin. Delivered within 15 
Miles at small advance. For smaller quantities add 3d. per 
owt. to 5 cwt. prices. Carriage paid prices quoted, also 
any other article and samples supplied. Granaries always 
open—you can watch mixing and examine ingredients. 


FA, YOUNG Junr., 


Farmers’ Service Stores, STATION ROAD, HORLEY. 


Bankers: Barclays, Horley "Phone: Horley 279. 
Batisfaction Guaranteed, Unsolicited Testimonials Sent. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 
“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 
MUM 


a 
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best ei 1f eg AD 3 12 6 = ISLES. ; 
Kibbled Maize—no better obtain- = “ Ee 3 Pr 
able (screened) ue 114. 8 41 6 11 9 = ‘The 80 White Wyandotte hens, recently sups 
Ground Oats—the genuine article 12 6 12 9 13 0 = plied Kirkwall, are a very special lot, and ever 
No. 2 Canada Western Oats ... 11° <6 44.9 12 6 = 
Meat.and Bene. Meal. ... ... 144 6 144 9 15 0 = since their arrival have daily exceeded 50 per 
Yellow Maize Meal or White 10 97 it 0-1-3 = cent. eggs laid, and are still keeping up them 
Maize Gluten Meal ... 9 9 10 3 10 9 SS  Cecnat re a ; , 
Alfaifa Meal—very best quality 13 SiR 8S 18223 oar) Ser ees | 
3 12 13 13 3 = : t : * 
are a eee @ 5 . 6 6 86 = (Good going this for October -production). 
Cockle Shell or best Flint Grit 3 6 & 0 & 6 == ‘ 
all 


Eclipse 
Poultry 
Houses 


Manufactured 
by a 
PRACTICAL 
POULTRY 
FARMER. 


A No. 8 (Thieen| 
Section) | supplied 4 


and used intensive] 
by Mr G. Calthray 
Junt., Normanepil 
Wells, Norfolky | 


SATISFACTORY VENTILATION IS PROVED BY RESULTS, NOT BY THEORY ONLY. 
Our own experience over a period of nearly 10 years with ‘‘ Eclipse '’ Houses hag been absolute immunity from colds, 
roup, or kindred ailments amongst the stock so housed. & 
This we believe would also be the testimony of all our customers. With these housas FLOOR VENTILATION is nok 
necessary, but is provided for and obtained when desired by the simple adjustment of window buttone. 

Pullest enquiries and inspection invited. 
A specimen No. 2 House will be on view at our STAND, No. 36, CRYSTAL PALACE, November 17th-19th. 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, fasy Waning, ATiuteoROuch, NORSOL 
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Editorial. 
SERRE ER 
PORRIDGE. 


While on holiday in Scotland in the summer 1t 
S our misfortune to incur the displeasure of a 
iy, because we did not eat porridge for break- 
t © You do not eat porridge; is it because 
ido not like it, or is it possible that you do not 
eve in its virtues?’’ was the demand made 
rsevere tone of voice. Hesitatingly, we replied 
t we did not like it, and had no particular 
son to believe that it possessed any greater 
ue than’ the more palatable bacon and egg. 
2 lady gasped, and in still more severe tones 
ied us to explain why the Highlanders were the 
st intelligent, and physically the finest race in 
world—if it was not due to the porridge? 
Ore venturing on an explanation, we mumbled 
€mquiry as to whether she had Highiand blood 
e vems. On being assured that was the case. 
\deemed it advisable to postpone our explana- 
until a more suitable opportunity. It is not 
posed to make that opportunity here. The 
dent is only mentioned as a queer illustration 
What we may bring ourselves to believe if we 
told a thing often enough, and how we may 
W ourselves to be hampered by such fallacious 
iS if we do not examine them, but simply 
-pt them as the wisdom of the ages. 

ome years ago there was an idea that all 
iM workers should eat a great deal of fish. We 
(© told that the longevity of the Irish peasant 
( due to his consumption of potatoes, and that 
he Bulgarians to sour milk: Now one must 
ise how nonsensical all this is, and how such 
S may hamper us in our own industry if we 
Ww them to do so. Undoubtedly there are 
Y which are doing so at the present time, 
Ough a great many of them have been exposed 
hese columns from time to time. 


Ygive some examples :— 

% mating of a second-season male with 
lets is always recommended. WHY? 

Ry do we recommend that eggs which have 


eiled by rai} should be rested twenty-four hours 
te being incubated? 


Why ‘should we be advised to air 
are stored for incuoation? 

What was the origin of the idea that barl 
maize cause liver disease? 

Why (egg production being the objective) were 
we first advised to cross breeds, then advised not 
to do so, now again advised to cross breeds ? 

Why do we believe q crossbred NECESSARILY 
POSsesses greater stamina than 4 pure-bred ? 

Why was the crossing of strains advised, then 
the contrary advice given, and why are’ we now 
advised to cross strains? 

Why was lne-breeding believed to be necessary 
te successful breeding tor €gg production? 

Why do we believe that Mullet, Canary Seed, 
Hemp, and Dari are necessary ingredients in a 
dry chick feed? 

What was the 
Epsom Salts? 

How did the idea arise that dried insects have 
any special virtue? 

Why do all commercial egg farmers run the 
White Leghorn ? 

Why do we believe that high fecundity is incom- 
patible with constitutional vigour, good hatch- 
ability and good rearability ? 

Why do we say that eggs intended for incubation 
should not be kept for more than ten days? 

Why are we advised to remove males directly 
the breeding season is over, and keep them from 
the hens? 


Why are we so often advised to feed broody 
bens on maize only? 

Why are hard-boiled eggs, or egg custard, so 
often recommended for young chicks? 


eggs which 


ey and 


idea of giving a weekly dose of 


These are only a few questions one might ask, 
they are ideas which are held by many poultry- 
keepers at the pre’ent day, and they are very 
costly in many ways. It is not our intention to 
merely print them here and not attempt to answer 
them, but for the present we are content to leave 
them for readers’ consideration and. deal with 
them later. Anyone who has been acquainted 
with the poultry industry for a number of years 
must recognise that many of them are of ancient 
crigin, and in the light of later knowledge will 
not bear examination. Most of them are still held 
by a very great number of poultry-keepers, as we 
learn every day, and they do hamper progress. 
We may be told that they are the result of long 
experience, but many of those who claim long 
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Answers to Queries. 
By the EDIFOR. 
CE ll EO" 
DUCKS, 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency auswer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 


in these columns, 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Majer C. G._ Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc.. M.R.C.V.S.. Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 

Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
death. marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 66. for a 
reply by post. ‘he name and addresa of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major unders. 

Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and alse as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) cam only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2a. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and Telate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Membere of the 8.P.B.A. are entitled fo a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 


Major Saunders). 
ALL questions should be addresced to the Editor. Major Saunders 


does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns. except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


S.C. (Kilrea) wants to know how to use potatoes 
in the mash. The best way would be to use two 
parts bran, 4 middlings, 2 potatoes, one fish meal 
or meat and bone meal. If meat and bone meal 
is used, my correspondent must make certain that 
there is not an excessive amount of bone in it. 
On the whole, I should prefer to use fish meal with 
potatoes, unless | used a pure meat meal. It 
would be quite unnecessary to use maize meal 
with potatoes, nor would Sussex ground oats have 
much value in such a formula. Care should be 
taken that the sample of thirds or middlings is a 
good one. 


M. F. (Clandeboy) has a flock of pullets, Apr:! 
hatched—some White Leghorns and some cross- 
breds. In order tc have them laying as soon as 
possible they have been fed morning and eveniny 
on a mash consisting of : One part ground oOlats, 
2 pollards, 1 bran, 1 “ Fedoe,’’ and 1 part maize 
meal. Of this they had as much as they could eat, 
and were in good condition, on free range, with 
pienty of grass fields, straw Sheds, etc., to scratch 
in. One day one of the pullets went lame, and 
this was killed. Immediately there was another in 
the same way, and soon five birds were affected 
with paralysis, some of them could neither stand 
nor walk. They were put into a dry house and 
Ensom salts were given to the whole flock, and 
the feeding changed to grain alone. No more 


bids have becn taken ill, although none of the 
are walking as they should. Of the ‘birds isolat, 
about fortnig!.t ago, four are almost better ij 
the fiith has to be neld up to feed, but has, 
appetite and looks like recovering. ‘‘ M. F.” ear 
to the conclusion that the feeding must be wron 
I wish ‘‘M F.” had sent me samples of the foo 
My impression, however, is that these were soi 
very prolific pullets which had been fed ont 
stu ulating a ration, and were suffering fr 
layers’ cramp. The change of diet put them righ 
fi ““M. F.”’ tries the following mash in place 
the one which he is using, 1 do not think a 
further trouble will arise: One part bran, 
pollards, half Sussex ground oats, half maize mi 
and half meat meal. As grain, it would be wi 
to give good plump white oats and wheat att 
present stage and a change to maize later ( 
It is quite unnecessary to kill these birds. 1 
best plan is to isolate them at once, stop Ma 
feeding A litle boiled rice is the best thing, a 
a little grain. Give a mild dose of Epsom. sal 
and keep them quiet in a hamper on soft hi 
The feeding, I think, has been too stimulati 
As a rule, ‘‘ M. F.”’ will find the birds suffer! 
from layers’ cramp look unusually bright in| 
eye and comb, but simply cannot walk, and 
appetite is generally fiairly good. | 


_ “A Beginner ” (Emsworth) is thinking of go 
in for poultry more extensively. His object is} 
pullets, and he asks me to state the size of hou 
A good size for about 100 pullets would be 25 
x 12 ft. White Leghorns, Black Leghorns, I 
Rocks or R.I. Reds would be his best breed | 
egg production, but, as he has White Wyandol 
and White Leghorns, he could continue with he 
being careful in his selection. I would not ad" 
him to buy a second-hand incubator. It we 
be better to get a new one, and if he joins | 
S.P.B.A. he could get one at a special disco} 
As for foster-mothers, it depends on the 
which he has. It is not necessary for these 
be in a- house. a | 
A. D. (No Address) sends me a sample of @ 
which is stated to be guaranteed to be ma 
to toy formula. I wish readers would unders 
that I camnot be responsible for anyone ~ 
chooses to make up a mash and call it to | 
formula. ‘‘ A. D.’s” birds have gone off lay) 
and they do not eat the mash nearly so val 
when he mixed it himself, following the inst 
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EDITORIAL.—Continued. | 


experience have been lacking in observation, 
have not always made correct deductions 
what they have observed. That will probabl; 
said of all of us in the days to come, but a 
good may be done if we enquire into them no’ 


’ 


ms in “‘ Eggs.’ It is not a good sample of 
ish, and when members cannot buy through the 
P:L.A., in most cases, unless they are buying 
jm a reputable firm, it would be advisable fox 
iin to get the ingredients separately and mix 
i€ mashes themselves. 


Novice” (Burbage) sends me the following 
48h, which she says nas proved beneficial while 
y birds are laying, but they do not beneht 
ing the moulting period while the production 
eggs is not so plentiful. The tormula is :— 
‘6lbs sharps, 56 maize meal, 112 bran, 50 Sussex 
ound oats, 28 alfalfa meal, and 56 hsh meal. 
iis is a very good formula and, providing the 
'€ ingredients. are correct, it should give good 
sults; but I would rather see the combination 
| bran and alfalfa meal reduced’ to half the quan- 
fy. Naturally, during the moulting period, the 
ioduction of eggs is not so plentiful. Alfalfa 
sal in the mash is unnecessary, as ‘‘ Novice’s”’ 
fds have an ample supply of green food. The 
fxture is 15s. per cwt, but as I have not seen any 
ithe ingredients I cannot express an opinion as 
[;whether it is worth this money. At any rate 
1S. cwt. is quite a sufficient price to pay. In 
iply to her question as to whether I can make 
ily suggestion of lessening the cost, I think, as 
Waying mash, it might be made as follows :—- 
ith a plentiful supply of green food the alfalfa 
®al is wholly unnecessary. Reduce the bran to 
Ibs., increase the maize meal to 84 lbs., and 
€ Sussex ground oats might be reduced to 
Ibs., and in place of fish meal my corres- 
imdent might get a good sample of meat and 
me meal, which would be cheaper. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B.A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
lat they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
leeders, or farmers on a large scale to render 
lemselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A. 
lis idéa is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out 

assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
Oprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist 
th his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
Mefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
ith it many advantages, namely : Free Advice by 
list, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
| the Discount System, and many _ other 
vantages too numerous to mention here. You 
Ould write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
JM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
sham, Sussex. The financial year began on 


t September. 
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Selecting the Breeders. 
Broadcasted by H. R. HUNTER, 


From Bournemouth, 29th October, 1925. 


I have been asked to speak to-might on the subject, 
‘Selecting Birds for Poultry Breeding Pens.’’ . To 
those of my audience who are not interested in poultry 
my advice is to switch ioff their receivers at once, but 
those of you who are interested im those aggravating 
things called hens will agree with me that the selec- 
tion of the right birds to breed from is une of the most 
important factors in poultry-keeping. 


In treating this subject i iam dealing with it 
strictly from the utility or egg production point of 
view, and not from am exhibition standpoint. First of 
alll I will take the cage iof the poultry farmer who trap - 
mests, and later with one who does not. On the selec- 
tion off suitable birds to breed from depends niot onlly 
your next year's egg yield, but possibly several years 
after. Jf you breed from poor layers, their offsprings 
will most certainly be poor layers also, and -you will 
keep the birds instead if them keeping. you. 


In the first place I advocate breeding trom hens 
which ‘are in their second year or third or fourth year, 
if they are good birds. but I do not like breeding trom 
pullets. On my own farm we trap-nest every year 
about 800 pulllets. Hach one of these birds has a 
numbered ring, and every egg laid is booked down to 
each individual layer every day, so that we Jmow 
exactly how many eggs each bird has laid. during its 
first 12 months. I recommend the latter part of July 
or the commencement of August as the best time to 
select your breeders for the following season. Any 
bird about which you are doubtful then can be left in 
unti! you make your final selection in October. By 
that time if you trap-nest you have their twelve 
month’s record, and cam decide accordingly. In 
selecting my own breeders I watch four points :— 
Hinst, STAMINA; second, HOW MANY EGGS A 
BIRD HAS LAID; third, SIZE OF EGG; fourth, 
TYPE. Taking these points in order, as regard the 
first, STAMINA. The bird must be perfectly healthy. 
Tf she is at alll delicate diseard her at once, as she is 
not likely to produce strong progeny, and I ‘can 
scarcely imagine a more depressing job than trying to 
rear weakly chicks. The busy, bright-cyed ben, full 
of vigour and “‘vim’’ is the one you wamt. 


Secondly: HOW MANY EGGS THE BIRD HAS 
LAID. As a general rule I should not breed from a 
bird that has laid less than 180 eggs an her first year, 
unless she has had some <pecial characteristic which 
T wanted to perpetuate. This is why I do mot like 
breeding from pullets. At the time you want to hatch 
their eges they have only heen laying-a few months, 
and Lowever well they start they may be early quit- 
ters, and end the year with poor records. 


Thirdly: SIZE OF EGG. It is not a bit of good 
breeding from birds which do not lay a two-ounce egg. 
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I know what a temptation it is to breed from a bird 
with a high record, but which, onlly lays a 1$0z. egg. 
If you fal! to ‘this temptation you will very soon find 
the average size of eges of your birds has deteriorated, 
and consequently you will have to accept siecond- 
grade prices for your eggs. ‘To place on record the 


size of egg a bird lays: On my farm we weigh every’ 


ege in January and February of their puilet year. I 
they do not ‘habitually llay two ounce eggs by that 
time, then they are not eligible for the breeding pen 
the following season. We hear so much about the 
280 or the 300 ege strain. Strainas just the right word 
-—nvot only on the hen, but on our eredulity! ~ I don’t 
suppose there are half-a-dozen birds im the kingdom 
that laid 800 eges in their first year, and thlosie few 
that can show such a high record in alll probability 
lay an ege which is not a full two ounces. If you willl 
take my advice, when buying eggs or birds, to put 
fresh blood into your stock, seek out the careful and 
methodical breeders who keep accurate records and 
pedigrees, and you willl probably get what you pay 
ior. A County Poulltry Instructor ig always ready to 
put you in touch with a good breeder 


Fourthly: TYPE. Do not breed from a bird ‘that is 
very large or very small for the particular breed you 
keep. You do miot want them to look as if they are 
walking on stilts, or as if they are a cross between 
your birds and bantams. JI am a great believer in 
texture. The plumage should be soft and silky, and 
pleasing to touch. Aim at leeping your birds true to 
type of whatever breed you keep. 


Jict me now have a few words with the poulltry- 
keeper who does not trap-nest. 


Jn selecting your birds for the breeding pen you have 
two points to guide you—observation and handling. 
Let us take observation. You should go through your 
birds in July or early August. If you leave it untill 
nater many of the birds will be moulting, and it is a 
very difficult matter to judge much about a bird in 
inoult. In July if you are going through your birds, 
and find one in full moult and her pelvic bones close 
together, it isa sign that she has finished ‘laying for 
the seasonj and she jolly welll ought not to have. She 
ought to. appear on either your own or somebody else’s 
table within the mext week; or if you find a bird at 
that time whose plumage is perfect, her tail feathens 
not worn at alll, and ther leos and beak have still that 
beautiful colouring; then it is a sign that she has not 
worried the nest box very much. She also should 
journey in a Westerly direction; or the bird 
with a large coarse head, sunken eye, and its face 
cavered in feathers, asia rule that is no good. 


Now let us handle a bird.” If when you pick her 
up she squarks and kicks, and makes a frightful song 
about it, it is a sign that she is easily upset, and; 
therefore, probably a spasmodic layer. I like those placid 
and conitented ones, who carry on gentle, purring 
conversation with you as you handle them. Feel the 
abdomen. This should be beautifully soft and ‘silky to 
the touch. If itis hard and the two pelvic bones are 
covered in fat, the bird is putting your food into fat 
and not into eggs. Turn it ». The space between 
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the end of the breast-bone and the two pelvic biog 
should be about the width of four fingers, the pel 
bones being fairly fine and pliable. Look at the he 
See that the eye is bright and prominent—not slee 
I don’t hke the wrinkled. frowning face, which Io 
old before it is young. .She should have a good br 
back and good.depth from: the back to the underney 
cf brewst-bone. Handling a bird is a good rough gu 
in a general way to judge of its laying capacity, | 
it lets you down badly sometimes, as I oceasiona 
find myself when comparing birds with their trap-n 
records. As an instamce of this, last year I sent 
young pullet to the Crystal Palace Show. I thou 
she was la beauty. She hamdlied perfectly. The jug 
evidentily thought so too, because she was aware 
first prize, and that at one of our largest showsy 
saw the judge afterwards, and looking at the bird | 
gether we nearly wept over her great beauty. WN 
I< nearly weep over her record. Instead of lay; 
about 240-250 eggs, as we both expected, she has i 
exactly 160 to date, and has now decided that ¢ 
needs a rest after this great effort, presumably 
recover ‘her beauty and form. I have an idea she v 
adiorn my dinner table very shortly. I merely ment 
this case to show that handling amd observation are | 
from infallible, but they are the ionly guides you he 


Jf you don’t trap-nest. One other point I may i 


tion. In going through. my birds with their recor| 
if a cockerel has been running with the birds, 1) 
variably find. that any birds with balld -heads | 
among my best layers, showing that the cockerel 1 
paid great attention to them. | 


f 


We have considered only the females for breedi 
so tar, and now I want to say afew words about | 
maie, the head ofthe breeding pen. He is a wi 
important fellow, and should look his part... It is si 
by peuple who ought to know, that the progeny tl 
the characteristics of the sire up to 80 per cent. TI 
us a difficult statement to prove, but, at any rate, | 
alll recognise that the gire has a tremendous influex 
on the type of chicks reared. It will, therefore, | 
seen how necessary it-is to select a cockerel from 
really first-class hen. If you don’t trap-nest 3 
pedigree breed yourself, then I most strongly adv 
going to a reliable pedigree breeder to obtain the bj 
bird he can supply you with. When you think of} 
number of eggs a cockerel has an influence over dur} 
the course of a breeding geason, a few guineas is ¥ 
and wisely spent to get one that will increase + 
fecundity of your flock. Select 2 fellow who looks} 
if he is walking on the tips of his toes all the ti) 
Good broad chest, head well up, and altogether gif 
one the impression that he has plenty of vigour @ 
‘“‘vim.’’ Then if his pedigree is a good one, he sho 
be what you require. ’ 


In eonelusion, I hope you will all have a very | 
cessful hatching and rearing season. It is diffieulltt 
go into matters very fully in a’ short chat of ti 
description, but if at any time I can advise membi 
of my audience who are in doubt, I shall be only | 
pleased to do so if they will apply to me persomg} 
at the South Winchester Poultry Farm, Twyford, a} 
Winchester. y 


No vember I8th, 1425. 


Utility Duck Club Notes. 


| 
| 
| By HUGH B. CARRINGTON. 
. 


/Though a great many members came to visit the 
ub Stand at the Dairy Show, those who did not 
jay like to hear something about the results during 
Yose four strenuous days. 

| There was really only one thing ‘sincerely to regret. 
his was the exceedingly consistent bad weather, 
(hich, while it certainly made stand attendants thank- 
i they were under cover, with equal certainty must 
lave prevented a good mi wy people from attending 
le show. However, on the whole, it was a busier 
ime than the previous year. One of the most in- 
mesting points revealed was the exceedingly wide 
‘stmibution of those interested in ducks. We had 
ilers from every part of the country, Yorkshire and 
te meighbouring counties being particularly strongly 
presented, from Ireland; Wales, 
lonies, and from abroad. 

M% was a special pleasure, among the 40 or more 
(ho joined the club, to ‘enrol one who wished to start 
iek-keeping in Tasmania, jour first member from 
tat part of the world. 

| Another interesting point-is.that there are evidently 
fowing up around the country many farms where 
W or 600 ducks are being kept on commercial lines. 
Jere I would like ba say that I wish some of these 
dies and gentlemen were not quite so inarti- 
jtlate ; them experiences, if only they coulld be induced 
put them on paper, would be invaluable. Can it be 
lat they have no time to write? Very likely—but 
en none of us ever do have time to do so, and yet 
8 Manage it ‘occasionally! If this is not the reason, 
jn it be that they aire shy ' and think they are better 


ted into the pen? If this is the case I only hope 
ey will put aside this unwarranted modesty, and 
ind their written contributions for publication. The 
ditor of the Year Book is an exceedingly mild person, 


(a0 will Ibe terrified to reject any M.S.S. submitted, 
please give him a trial, and send along letters 
‘ely to be of amiterest to fellow duck-keepers, no 


latter if they raise controversial points; in fact. ail 
e better, because it may be possible to~publish letters 
mH opposite pomts of view. 

\Afeature which was even more prominent than last 
liar was the number of retailers who called at the 
liad. One and all they were unanimous in saying 
jat the high-grade, clean oe ege was what they 
‘anted ; thiait they would like to be sure of reoular 
id reliable supplies of Sach egos, and that, if they 
juld get them, they could sell without difficulty, 
(id pay ia better price than for irregular supplies, ill 
larketed. 


'lé is clear that sooner or later the U.D.C. will be 
#1e to do a big work organising amd placing the pro- 
eer and retailer in Bllioge touch with one another. 


ite first essential is to get every duck-keeper possible 
30 the ranks of the U.D.C. so that ia number of 
di-marketed egos may be increased; the number of 
tty, undesiranle eggs reduced. 


| 


Scotland, the 


‘ith the quill when it is still in situ than when con- 
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Hiackneyed though the phrase is, I cannot heip 
repeating that ‘ ‘strength lies in unity.’’ The single in- 
dividual is powerless to help others, or often even to 
help himself. The group of individuals bound together 
by mutual interest can d@ much, and the greater the 
group the greater its power. 

It is not that I want merely to extract the precious 
5s. trora the pockets of people who feel that it is 
difficult to spare them, but that I am supremely .con- 
fident that af only there’ are enough 5s. and enough 
energy displayed, it willl be possible to organise an 
industry which to the individual and to the nation 
will. pe of real and lasting vallue.. The reproaches of 
dad organisation in the farming community anid low 
production of eges, in comparison to the nation’s 
needs have too much truth in them to be pleasant. 
There is every reason why @ young, vigiorous and grow- 
ing industry hike the Duck Industry should pull sts 
weight in making these reproaches less true. 


As an association of Duck-Keepers we are en- 
deavouring to do three principal things—to get more 
people to keep ducks, amd, therefore, produce more 
food: to help those whom we so induce to keep their 
birds a profit; to show them hiow to market their 
produce so that it may bea credit to British methods. 

The quill is beginning to get the better of me here, 
and has str ayed w idly from the Dairy Show into the 
realms of U.D.C. policy; and thence would, were ‘it 
allowed to wamder unchecked, plunge headlong into a 
diatribe on our ay stem of marketing in the Poultry 
anuStEY, the selfishness of the individual, the press- 
ing need for co-operation. iand heaven kmniows how many 
other : lied gabieckst 

Tio eck for a moment to the Dairy Show. Arrancge- 
ments had been maide for double the number of duck 
egos to be sold on the stand. They were there, but 
quickly passed into other hiamids. One allways hioped 
into the hands of someone who needed converting to 
liking these delicacies. Evidently another year it 
will be essential to have some 300 dozem available for 
sale. There is no doubt they would be disposed 
very speedily ; yet some people say there is no demand 


for duck eggs! ! 


Another exhibit which attracted much attention 
was the apples. Facetious ones asked which breed 
laid them, others seemed tto think that we were a kind 


of provision and eould probably produce a 
banana or a fly paper from some secret recess under 
the counter, and that we showed a great lack ‘of busi- 


Store. 


ness acumen by displaying a zouple of skeletons, a lot 
of duck egos, ia few apples and chrysanthemumis, 


and nothing else save a quantity of stupid literature, 
the only value of which appeared to be that if some 
could be sneaked without being pi ee for, it would 
make a nice addition to the already | arge collection of 
pamphlets which had been stored away in one of the 
the Black Lake 


excellent paper bags our meighbours, 
Poultry Farm, were thoughtfully ‘supplying to the 
populace. 

The keen fects ~_ anid would-be keen ones, were 


much interested tio learn tof the value of ducks ini fruit 
erchards, anid of w oh could be crown with-the help of 
the manure produced by them. Incidentally one mem- 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 
“Qj 2 RE 


The following is an extract of a letter from Mr. 
Wynn Willams :— 

-* With reference tq the White Wyandotte chickens I reared 
a year last spring, when I commenced using your dry mash 
system of feeding as detailed in the Year Book, you may be 
interested to know that results have been very satisfactory. 1 
kept 25 pulllets, and these completed them first year of laying 
the middle of September last, when they had averaged,s226 eggs 
per bird. Mest of them are still laying and have now topped 
6,000 eggs since they commenced. My only criticism of the 
dry mash system is that it brings them on to lay rather too 
early perhaps, though mot before they are fully developed, I 
must admit. You will note that my first lot this year (hatched 


February 14th) were ali laying by August 10th, five of 
them were laying before the end of July—this is’ rather 
early, isn’t iit? Most of them, I regret to°say, ate having a 
partaal moult. I keep nothing but W. Wryandottes, and using 
your system it seems io me that it is not advisable ‘to thatch 
out before the middle cf Mardh if one wishes to avoid the trisk 


of moulting.’’ 


[ want more particularly to draw attention to 
Mr. Williams’ remarks re feeding and this early 
maturity or precocity, because such remarks are 
not infrequent, and they are applied as often to 
cooked mashes as to dry. It 1s an entirely mis- 
taken idea. This early maturity or precocity is an 
inherited factor, the food, unless it be of a very 
Stimulating nature, hardly affects matters. Just 
as we cannot feed for size-—that is, no manner of 
feeding will allow the bird to deyelop beyond the 
size it has inherited—so you cannot hasten egg 
production, before the date which the bird’s_ in- 
heritance permits it to lay. At least you cannot 
do so without using excessive quantities of ‘animal 
protein, or spices, or other stimulating and ‘in- 
jurious condiments. But under such treatment a 
good layer would almost certainly go to pieces in 
the course of two or three weeks. It would-cause 
serious ovarian trouble, ruptured oviduct, or pro- 
lapsus. Now Mr. Williams’ Wyandottes were lay- 
ing at five months old, that is not uncommon with 
a very prolific strain. The date of hatching was 
more likely to produce birds which would lay at 
that age than would have been the case had they 
been hatched a month later. He should not hatch 
later because the birds are fed on my system, but 
BECAUSE he has a prolific and early-maturing 
Strain, and prolificacy and early maturity are cor- 
related. It is a matter of breeding—not feeding. 
Of course you May retard the date of laying by 
indifferent feeding, you do not hasten it by sood 
feeding. Eee, 

Whait Mr. Cockerill has to say on the subject of 
feeding the bred-to-lay hen is profoundly true ; we 
are burning the candle at both ends when we feed 
her on stimulating foods, and it is stiperfluous to 
do so. But what he neglects to point out is the 
necessity of feeding such a ration as will give her 
sufficient bodily nourishment and also allow her 


‘bodily reserves, and this in some cases meal 


& 


to produce eggs. There are pullets to which 
very ordinary ration would at certain periods | 
far too stimulating, notably when they first con 
into production, and during the flush month 
These are the birds which lay the double-yolk 
and shell-less eggs, and which suffer from { 
lapsus. I have often heard it said that doubl 
yolked eggs are the result of too stimulating foo 
and it is sometimes described as the result) 
bad feeding. This is not quite correct. Feedit 
may be, as far as our knowledge permits, abs 
lutely correct, but it may affect the albnorm 
individual, and there are always some of the 
in every flock. When a pullet is laying doubl 
yolked or shell-less eggs it 1s better to remove ] 
for the time being, reduce the quantity of ma: 
fed, and the grain feed should be wheat and oat 
no maize should be given. ry 

Mr. Cockerill will recognise that a prolific laye| 
if the food is not sufficient for both bodily mai 
tenance and production, will draw heavily upon hj 


complete exhaustion. What we are still ende| 
vouring to accomplish is to find the ration whi 
will adequately nourish the bird and enable her 
produce the eggs and. reproduce healthy vigore 
progeny. | 

Mr. A. F. Peet writes as follows :— = | 

‘It may interest you ‘to know that I have tried the Well} 
ham. mixture with a few cockerels I ‘had remaining atter 4} 
seasqn’s hatch, and the results were excellent. The imcrease’| 
weight after 14 days’ feeding being from 1 to 1} lbs. 
was no further increase to speak of, so I take it that abi 
14 days’ feeding with this forcing mash is about the effee 
period, and that a continuation of it willl not result in 
appreciable increase in weight in proportion ‘to the 14 da. 
result,” 4 

Mr. Peet is mistaken in regarding this as| 
‘‘ forcing’? mash, there is nothing forcing abo 
it. The Wellingham mash was fed from the shi 
with the most successful results.. He tried it a 
much later age, with the result that no apprecial 
increase occurred after a fortnight—quite % 
There is a point in development reached, when} 
ceases or is much slower, because the maxim 
has been reached or almost so. The mash is 0 
forcing, it simply allows the chick to reach ¢} 
maximum more quickly, because it supplies what} 
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ber told me that with the alld of this manure she hi 
grown the finest crop if potatoes she had ever the} 
having lived in Ireland there is not much she does! 
= | 
a. 


know about potatoes. ‘2 
Much more might be said about those four dar 
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yded for the purpose. When I drew up the 
tae at the request of the Council, the purpose 
13. to supply as far as possible all the elements 
wded for the rapid and healthy development of 
| chick. Mr. Peet may be sure of one thing, 
vhe mash had been forcing, then the mortality 
jild have been very high. It was considerably 
jow the normal, and all the birds concerned were 
jticularly healthy and well developed. 

j@ answer to a question from Scotland, the 
iter has been using a mash composed of Oat- 
Fe Indian Meal, Parings, Bran, Barley and 
Od Meal, 15 per cent. The egg yield is not 
jistactory, and he asks if I think that he is 
img too much blood meal; having in view the 
th albuminoid content. I do not think this is 
| case. Blood meal is not a good egg producer, 


{1 the mash is very deficient in the lime phos- 


ites. I would suggest that he add 5 ozs. of 


mineral mixture so often advised in these 
gens to every 10 lbs. of mash, or use fish meal 
meat and bone meal in place of the blood meal 
ls should give improved results. 


| THE GUARANTEE. 

Vhat is the word ‘‘Guaranteed’’ Worth? Of 
|se One will say that it will depend on the sense 
is used. You have, for example, ‘‘ guaranteed 
(rege strain, or gold medal strain,’ an adver- 
ment which is frequently used by one of the 
gest scamps who prey on the novice. But take 
jm this sense. A member writes asking my 
ln on the following mash as a dry mash :— 
per cent. Fine Midds., 50 per cent. Biscuit 
al Or Dust, 10 per cent. Ground Oats, 5 per 
i: Spice, 10 per cent .Meat and Bone Meal. 
at is guaranteed here, the quality of the in- 
idients, the mash itself, or what? 
}Zuaranteed? The word is used in the most 
urd sense. Why is the spice included? Spice 
salways injurious if used continually. If the 
¢d is of good quality and the mash properly 
janced, mo other aids to egg production are 
(ded, and the inclusion of spice, which is nothing 
lan irritant, is positively injurious in the case 
Ireally good layers. If anything is wanted as 
laid to digestion, the safest and surest thing 
“use is mustard. This mash iis expensive in 
| extreme, and wholly unsuitable for economical 
{; production. 


= 


And how is 


ood management, observaition, strong stock, amd 

(me should experience much trouble. 

| ’ 

‘esent-day birds are so highly bred-to-lay that 

I ee on stimulating food is foolish and 
wfuous. We thus burn our camdile at two ends. 
have underlined ‘‘strong siock’’ as I find by ex- 

is. that birds bred from high producers haive not 


resistant powers of moderately-bred stock. 
Yours truly. 


F. COCKERILL. 
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Correspondence. 


“SRSA A 1)" SS GIES EAT 
APPLIANCE MAKERS. 


To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—I have read the varous letters that have 
appeared in “‘Eiges’’ about appliance makers _ stall 
keeping to old ideas relating to poultry houses, 
brooders, etc. The reason is, I suppose, that exper- 
menting costs money, amd poultry farmers are very 
backward about taking on amything fresh, although it 
may de the bess thing ever known. { 

The appliance maker knows he can sell the ordicary 
houses, but is not so sure about those that are fitted 
with new ideas. 

During the last 20 years the only thing that has 
been done are larger houses, but mot healthier ones. 
Bigger fiocks that use up the life-giving oxygen, that 
is not replaced only by chance, 1s not conducive to 
health 

If we were always sure about the weather just a 
roof with open side would be healthy. 

What we have got to aim at, and it ts quite easy, 
is to replace the air in the while house continually 
without the inmates kniowimg it. 

We say it is entirely in your own hands, if amy 
member of the S.P.B.A. brings his card, and cares 
to see for himself, he is welcome to do so. We caill 
ourselves the Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association, 


why not go a step further, and include Scientific 
Appliances as well” 
Yours faithfully, 
R. A. DEXON. 


ROUP. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Sir,—In your published report tof tthe §.P.B.A. 
General Meeting, the Livenpool Bramch suggested the 
Ministry of Agriculture Scheduling Roup. No 
seconders! oe 

In my opinion there is pllenty of skill in the poul- 
try world to deal with alli disease problems especially 
if tackled from the view point—Cause. If there is 
an outbreak of ’flu in the village are ail the villagers 
killed forthwith? No!! The local doctor is called in, 
and generally he puts matters right. The great need 
in every district is an “‘advisory famcier’’ of long 
experience and practised im treating sick birds. say for 
a smiall fee of 2s. 6d. a visit. 

In my experience I have come to one conchusion— 
outbreaks of disease are due to faullty stock or man: 
agement—-very often both The amount of stimulating 
food given for egg production to-day by some 1s 
enough to male any ‘bird all.” 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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EGGS AND MHEAT. 
To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,—I was pleased to see Mr. J. Meekings’ 
article on above, as you know I have always been in 
favour of the heavy breeds; and my experience has 
shown me that they cam give quite as good an average 
for the year as the light breeds, and certainly a better 
one for the winter when so much ‘better prices are ob- 
tainable.’ | 

The markets here are about the worst im the country, 
and all my eggs go to London, but cockerels are alll 
bought by an Exeter dealer, and the price for this 
year has averaged 1s. 6d. per pound for birds weigh- 
ing about 8lbs. iat 11 or 12 weeks old—say 4s. 6d. each, 
which shows a good profit. I might say this price was 
for 30th May onwards, as owing to damp and cold 
here we do not hatch before March. 

Now as to breeds. J used to pm my faith om Light 
Sussex, which are good layers of a tinted egg, 
especially during winter, and for the London market, 
cwing to White Flesh, the cockerels would fetch a 
better price, but now, after some years of rearing 
about equal numbers of each, I should unquestionably 
put Rhode Island Reds as the best. They are 
hardier, mature sooner, chicks rear better, and a 
larger percentage of the eggs are fertile. I hatch out 
strong chicks; they lay a good brown egg of a good 
size. More than half of my~pulllets-naised this year 
are laying already a first-grade ege, and the cockerels, 
if properly fed, will reach three to three and a half 
pounds in eleven to twelve weeks. Also I find these 
hens are quite profitable to keep for the third year 
To test this, I kept 20 1922 birds and trapped them, 
and they gave an average of 157 eges each for the 
three years. 

The following particulars jof ia pen of R.I. Reds may 
interest your readers. They are not a picked pen; but 
the whole of the pulllets were reared to maturity in 
1924, and consisted of 146 birds, and were aill trap- 
nested for the year from Ist September, 1924, to 
30th September, 1925. Some were killed or died, 
and their scores are not included :—The 140 birds deft 
laid 27,309 eggs, an «average of 182 per bird; and if 
the last 25 birds who start laying, and who have from 
one to three months still to make up a full year, are 
taken out, the first 125 birds’ average would be 188 per 
bird. Of these fbirds 45 laid over 200 for a year, and 
six laid over 250 for a year, the two best laying 269 
and 273 each, I very much doubt if amy Light Breed 
of unselected birds can put up a better record. 

Yours trully, 
W. A. APPLETON. 


VENTILATION, ~ 


To the Editor of -‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—I was much interested in Mr. Somer- 
ville’s article on Ventilation in ‘‘Eges’’ of October 
21st. J looked up his original articles in ‘‘“Eges’’ of 


Ocboker 22nd and 29th of last year, bit got “‘knogh 
out’ when JI came to the ridge ventilation. J 
quite sure in my district, with such a ventilator @ 
ing a snowstorm in the night, many of the birds we 
pe covered with snow; and, of course, this al 
applies to rain. I quite agree with Mr. Tom © 

when he says that Mr Somervillle’s system h 

entirely on the midge ventilator, and -would willin 
pay Mr. Somerville for any plan which would 
guaranteed by him. Mr. Carter says that some of} 


Somerville’s arguments in favour of the “‘Ape 


house are ‘open to question. I hope he will deal w 
them in another letter before long. P| 

Yours ‘sincerely, a 
“ SMALLHOLDER?” 


\ 


LEAN-TO TYPE OF HOUSES. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—Most poultry-keepers who have the de 
to type of ‘house iare bothered with tthe do 
draughts caused by wind blowing under the ho 
May I suggest the. method of prevention, as shor 
the sketch :— 2 


The idea is not only to prevent a dowm draughtak 
to cause an induced current when the wind is on 1 
front of the house. a 

The aperture at “‘A’’ ito be smaller than ‘“B.” 4 
wind, striking the face of the thouse, willl 
through ‘‘A’’ and leave at ‘‘B,’’ so inducing a ou 
through “*C.”’ a 

With the hope that amy critics wili be gentle. — 

4 ; Yours faithfully, 


A: MISTAKE. 


Mr. A. Ky Speirs Alexander, of — Roughte 
Norwich, sends the following :— — 
‘Dear Mr, Newman,—A mqst unfortunate mistake oce 
in my advertisement (quarter page) in ‘ Eggs,’ Octol 
through a stupid slip of my own. It is stated that my 
winning pen laid 1,140 eggs in 44 weeks, which sh 
course have been ‘‘ 48’’ weeks. ‘Could you possibly s 


way to saying a word ‘about this, as I am most anxi 


to appear to have intentionally made my pen seém better 


Speit oie of 


November 18th, 1925. 


VENTILATION. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’’ 


Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. Carter’s query in the 
sue of November 4th, as to how to prevent an 
atlet (vent) becoming an inlet. 

“To most of what I have contributed on the 
abject, add the exhaustive article ‘‘ The Import- 
ace of Proper Ventilation ’’ and sprinkle it with 
te mass of correspondence evolved by those who 
‘Qpreciate the possibilities of ventilation by in- 
action, and one might say we have a fairly com- 
‘ehensive exposition of facts all pointing to the 
aswer to Mr. Carter’s question, Yet it seems— 
this case—to have ‘‘ missed fire.’’ 

Perhaps the appended explanatory picture- 
agram will simplify the matter for Mr. Carter. 


A. is an ascending force of heated gases. 

'B. is a force of atmospheric movement of vary- 
gintensity. Then, with closed doors, the easiest 
‘ith for B. is in the direction of C. 


‘The easiest path for A. is to C., since B. offers 
Tesistance.. Since A. is an ascending force there 
no chemical, physical, or mechanical reason why 
Should prefer to beat it down in preference to 
Sing along the line of least resistance to C. 
iad, incidentally, since the total area of the air 
N€ts is less than that of the vent aperture on 
'€ B. side of the cone a ‘‘cushion’’ or buffer 
Quld be created by any force acting on A. Sub- 
\liary actions and reactions hive already been 
ven elsewhere. 

Mr. Carter is wrong in saying that my system: 
ngs entirely on the louvre ejector. Neither is 
& principle only a theoretical exposition. The 
dian Wigwam, the lime kiln, etc., are typical 
actical expositions. 

The louvre is not original, although till lately I 
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was unaware of it. Mr. Randolph Meech empivyed 
it twenty-hve years ago. é 

1 am not quite sure of the exact meaning ol 
Mr. Carter’s tinal paragraph, in which he says that 
u lt wish to exploit the matter commercially many 
would be willing to pay tor plans and information 
u | would guarantee results. 

Let us be quite clear, on this. 

itas a matter of indifference to me whether the 
poultry industry accept the system or not. My 
original contribution on the subject was invitea, 
so that I could not have had any idea of com- 
mercial exploitation. It was offered as a. simple 
solution to a prevailing difficulty,. and has since 
been adopted with success by many readers. 

Reference to the advertisement pages or ‘Eggs "’ 
will show that the system has been accepted, and 
applied to housing by a manufacturer who has an 
extensive knowledge and plant in poultry work, 
and am experience of thirty-six years standing. 
He would, I am sure, be quite willing to discuss 
privately the merits or demerits of the system, 
and since he hunself accommodates over a thou- 
sand birds in houses of Apex design, he must know 
more about the practical value than I. 

Many members of the S.P.B.A. have purchased 
plans, but none have ever suggested: that I should 
guarantee results. Whether their intelligence has 
warranted the risk [ am not prepared to say 


Your suggestion and diagram for reconstructing 
a lean-to type of house to a self-ventilating sys- 
tem appeals to me as an excellent method of 
making the best of a bad job. I have done some- 
thing similar with four such houses it 1s my un- 
happy lot to be forced to still retain. 

If the houses are very deep from back to front, 
say sixteen feet or more, the necessary pitch of 
the roof would render it an uneconomical procedure. 

In any case, the perches are at the nght end, 
and I have a foot of open wire-netted space at the 
bottom and a vent of about one and a half inches 
at the top. 

Smoke tests will reveal ian upward current of 
air, but I think that is the best that can be said 
for it. 1 doubt the advisability of having air 
inlets at the back on account of the possibility of 
getting a through draught. 

Some correspondents have put two of these 
houses face to faice and so made a span-roof type. 

In the not-distant future I hope to give ‘the 
details you ask for, but the position is this. With 
the launching of a new process a person may 
generally successfully “‘nurse his own baby,’’ but 
it were far better that till the system has been 
established and proved by others sufficiently enter- 
prising and courageous to do so—by means of 
houses purchased or built to plans supplied—and 
thus nurse my baby for me either to its death of 
impracticability or a living exposition of accom- 
plished fact, that these details should not be pub- 
lished as exact and unalterable. 
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They have already been modified slightly at 
correspondents’ suggestions after trial, and on all 
plans sent out they are definitely stated as those 
prevailing at time of issue. In no instance have 
1 heard of a house proving unsatisfactory. 

Thanks very much for your kind appreciation. 


C. WINTHROPE SOMERVILLE. 


TESTING EGGS FOR INCUBATION. 


To the Editor of “ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—Now that the incubating season is 
fast approaching, the question of testing the eggs 
will soon be under consideration, and it may be of 
interest to readers of ‘‘Eggs’’ to know a quick 
and simple method of testing. 

The laborious method of taking each egg out 
of the drawer and putting it on the test lamp is, 
In my opinion, quite unnecessary, involving waste 
of time and considerable cooling of the eggs. If 
the testing is done at night or in a dark room, 
and a trestle placed in position to allow the egg 
drawer to be drawn out full—i.e., one end of the 
drawer on the trestle, and the other end in the 
incubator—an ordinary electric torch (14 inches 
diameter, costing 2s.), manipulated underneath 
the tray right up against the perforated zinc, 
allows the whole drawer to be inspected and the 
infertiles, etc., removed, in under two minutes. 

Yours faithfully, 
FE. ISMAY. 


————s 


VENTILATION. 


Dear Sir,—I found Mr.-Somerville’s article on 
‘‘ Ventilation’? most interesting, but venture to 
offer criticisms on some points made. by him. 

[ am in entire agreement with Mr. Somerville 
when he says that ventilation must be continuous 
and self-generating. He then states that venti- 
lation begins dt the bottom and ends at the top. 
Why, then, must the air-inlets be a little distance 
above floor level? Also, are we dealing with gases 
and atmospheres that are lighter than air, i.e., 
that naturally rise to the top? I think not. 
Carbon monoxide and carbonic acid gas (CO2) 
are heavier than air. Their natural exit is through 
the floor. 

Would not holes in the floor allow air to circu- 
iate through the litter, remove the heavier gases, 
assist in the removal of dust and comply with the 
axiom ‘‘from the bottom upwards? ” 

Again, he states that induced ventilation can be 
successfully applied to the vertical-sided span- 
roof building. Why then does it not apply to the 
““Jean-to’’ type, which is half ta ‘‘ span-roof,” 
always provided that the pitch of the roof is 
sufficiently steep? 

The ‘‘ huge and expensive.hood in front’? of a 
span-roofed house is admittedly unnecessary, but 
this does not apply to the lean-to roof, as it is 
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put there to prevent rain beating in, and if pr 
perly designed does not prevent the induced 4 
from getting out. Moreover, there is no questi 
of the roof lifting off provided that the air drive 
in has a road to get out by. A small openir 
at the lower side of the roof allows this, and th 
opening has the following advantages. 
Under normal conditions it acts as an ejee 
driving a layer of air along the underside of ff 
roof and out at the higher end, thus producing 
partial vacuum in the house and drawing up - 
‘oul air. If the wind is blowing into the hous 
the direction of the current of air is merely rf 
versed. Suitable ‘‘ weathering’? acts as a baf 
and eliminates eddies. = 
Lastly, shding doors, unless fitted on roller 
are very liable to jam, either by swelling in y 

weather or by not being pushed back square. 
cost and trouble in fitting rollers is more the 
the cost of ia pair of hinges, and a hinged door ¢ 
be kept open by a simple “‘ stop’? operated } 
one’s elbow, or a hasp and staple. If constructe 
to fold back flush with the side of the ~ hous 
neither.is usually required. 
Yours faithfully, 


OUR FRONT COVER. 


‘ 


On our front cover this week is depicted ‘‘ Wellin 
ham Wonder,’’ a hen bred by Miss Malcolm and Mi 
Pember, which in her pullet year daid 285 eggs, 
average weight per ege being 2lozs. - £ 

What is algo extremely important is the fact th 
this pullet laid 95 per cent. of hatchable eggs. : 

Miss Malcolm and Mms. Pember have been ‘inves 
gating this hatchability factor with great care, al 
we hope some day to be able to publish the results 


. their research work in these columns. 


we are correct in saying they have been able to demo 
strate conclusively what we mentioned eight years @ 
on ‘the front cover of ‘“‘ Eggs,”’ that Hatchability w 
an inherited factor. Its economic importance we mu 


all recognise, and to be able to perpetuate this | 


one’s stock, is not only of extreme econiomie valu 8 
the breeder himself, but» the purchaser must ‘all 
appreciate its value to him, especially if he conten 
plates breeding for heavy productiiom. 3 
Whether there is ‘any correlation between ~ hatte! 
ability and rearability has yet to be determined, t 
it seems certain that the ‘higher the percentage” 
hatchable eggs produced, the higher the percentai 
of rearable chicks. : za _ 
Like most of the Wellingham birds, ‘‘Wionder’’ h 
plenty of bone, amd one is able to realise that the & 
producer need not be without substance. a 
““Wellingham Wonder” has the typical head. of 
good layer. and some of our novice readers: may ea 
to mark how welll the lobes are developed It is vei 
rarely that one sees in a good layer a poorly-develope 
lobe. The broken tail is an indication as to how gl 
has. visited the nest? a 
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| 
Opening of the Seventh 
| Midland Federation 


Laying Test. 


'In spite of bad weather, a large number of 
lisitors and friends attended the opening of the 
feventh Midland Federation Laying Jest at 


fandsworth on Saturday afternoon. 


| Prior to.the official opening a tour was made oj 
fe pens, and general admiration was expressed 
'{ the appearance of the birds, which have been 
mtered trom all parts of the country. Local 
oultry breeders are very, strongly represented, 
md the appearance of their birds shows that 
Jat Birmingham and Midland poultry breeders 
fan face competition from any quarter. 

' The Chairman of the Midland Federation of Fur 
ind Feather Societies, Mr. W. H. Brady, in ask- 
ag Mr. Tom Newman to declare the Test officially 
pened, said that their visitor needed no intro- 
ction. He was too well known, not only to 
oultry-keepers in the British Isles, but in all parts 
{ the world. 

‘Mr. Tom Newman said that he felt very real 
Jeasure in declaring the Seventh Midland Laying 
‘est officially opened. He thought that the work 
4e Midland Federation had done was admirable, 
ind reflected the greatest credit on the Federation 
nd its officials. What had been done in the past 
qould encourage them to even greater efforts in 
ne futuré, and he did appeal to them to aim at 
ven higher ideals. They wanted to develop not 
aly a great layer, but a great bird in the best 
ense of the word. 

(Mr. P. J. Hannon, M.P., in proposing a vote of 
janks to Mr. [om Newman, said that he regarded 
4 work done by the Midland Federation of Fur 
ad Feather Societies as of the greatest national 
portance. Later on he would give them some 
Zures which showed how amazing had been the 
Avelopment of the poultry industry. For the 
sesent he would confine himself to welcoming and 
tanking Mr. Tom Newman, and expressing his 
Wn appreciation at being with them once again 
4d seeing so many members present. 

\The official cpening of the Laying Test was fol- 
iwed by an excellent tea and concert at the New 
ims Hotel, Handsworth, nearly three hundred 
‘embers ‘being present. 


‘The Chairman, Mr. W. H. Brady, said that he 
ld only feel the greatest satisfaction at seeing 
ich a representative gathering. The Midland 
sderation was going on from strength to strength, 
id new. opportunities were continually opening 
| front of them. The growth and success of 
‘air efforts in the past called for a great change 
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ian the immediate future, and that ‘was probably 
the last time at which the Laying Trials would 
be held on the existing ground. Next year he 
hoped that larger trial grounds and new. equip- 
ment would be available. They had present with 
them that mght Mr. and Mrs. Tom Newman, 
whose recent marriage gave the members of the 
Midland Federation an opportunity to show their 
appreciation of the great services both had ren- 
dered to the poultry industry. . A set of silver 
entree dishes and cover were before him, and he 
would ask Mr. Hannon to present these to Mr. 
and Mrs. Tom Newman on behalf of the Midland 
Federation. 

Mr, Hannon said he had never been faced with 
a more pleasing duty. Mrs. Newman was one of 
his oldest friends, and it was a great privilege 
and joy to meet again in such pleasing circum- 
stances. In asking their acceptance of the gift 
on behalf of the Midland Federation he wished 
them long life and every happiness. 

Mr. Albert H. Brain, Hon. Organising Secretary, 
Midland Federation, speaking in support, said that 
in the course of his many years’ work for the 
Midland Federation, he had received the constant 
support and assistance of Mr. Tom Newman. Mr. 
Newman and the Scientific Poultry Breeders’ 
Association had been a tower of strength in the 
orgamisation of the poultry industry, particularly 
in regard to the National Poultry Council, and he 
was glad to take that opportunity of expressing 
his appreciation. 

Mr. Newman, in reply, said that he had been 
married for five months, during which he had done 
a good deal of listening-in to speeches, but he was 
afraid he felt it very difficult to express his thanks 
that night ; ‘but he did thank them all, on his wife’s 
behalf as well as his own, not only for the gift, 
but for the kind thoughts and friendly appre- 
ciation of which the gift was an expression. They 
had referred to his services to the industry, he 
would like to take that opportunity of saying that 
at no time had he been more optimistic as to the 
outlook and possibilities of the poultry industry. 


Mrs. Newman, from whom a speech was enthu- 
siastically demanded, said she had one word for 
all the unmarried ladies present. If they thought 
of getting married, she would iadvise them to strike 
a bargain with the man that there should be no 
speeches for her.. Mr. Hannon had referred to 
their old friendship. It was due to the encourage- 
ment and support of Mr. Hannon that she had 
taken up the work of instructress in poultry hus- 
bandry in Ireland, and it had been a source of 
the greatest pleasure to hear that on her first visit 
to Birmingham she should have renewed that old 
friendship. It only showed how small the world 
was. (Loud and prolonged cheers, meanwhile 
musical honours were afforded Mr. and Mrs. 
Newman. ) 

The toast to the President, Mr. P. J. Hannon, 
M.P., having been proposed by Mr. Lawrence 
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Tipper, President of. the Birmingham Chamber 
of agriculture, Mr. Hannon, who was received 
Witn musical honours, said that the Midland 
Federation was domg good work among the 
people in the Midlands, wao were worthy ot very 
considerable assistance. lt was ja. wonder to him 
that the poultry industry did not receive greater 
attention in the economy of the State. The Mid- 
land tederation received no outside assistance 
whatever, it owed all it had done to its own 
initiative and energy. | 

Ihe economic importance of the poultry industry 
was considerable. The annual value iof poultry 
production was in excess of the whole wheat out- 
put of the country. The importation of poultry, 
meat alone, taking the figures over the last few 
years, equalled an annual charge of Is. 74d. for 
every man, woman, and child in the country, 
whilst the importation of eggs showed that we 
brought from abroad eggs to the total of 7s. per 
nead each year, or 35s. per family. Every penny 
of that money, equalling 411,320,000 for the first 
nine months of this year, ought to be spent on 
eggs and poultry produced at home. There was 
also the ugly question of eggs not in the shell, 
eggs in liquid form imported in barrels and other 
Insanitary contraptions. He wondered if it was 
realised that from China alone during the first 
nine months of this year we bought 42,576,956 
of liquid eggs. This represented a very doubtful 
commodity, arid he wondered if the consumer 
always knew what he was eating. In giving such 
splendid assistance to the Midland Federation, the 
Birmingham papers have helped forward very 
materially one of the most important industries in 
the country. 


Mr. Broughall, in proposing the poultry industry, 
said he was going to do so in an unconventional 
way by appealing to all of them as members to 
put the utmost enthusiasm into their work. Only 
in that way could the work of the Midland Federa- 
tion and the work of the poultry industry be con- 
tinued, and the utmost obtained from it. 


Mr. E. J. Davy, who proposed the Midland 
Federation, its work, its officers, affiliated societies 
and members, said that there were three things 
in Birmingham of which Birmingham people could 
be justly proud. They had the best reference 
library out of London, they had the best repertory 
theatre in the country, and they hiad the Midland 
Federation. That in its way was the equal of 
the other two as a demonstration of civic activity 
and enthusiasm. It was built on a foundation of 
individual members, ‘and the driving force of the 
Federation as a whole would depend on the amount 
of enthusiasm shown by the members themselves. 


Mr. Hickling, <J.P., representing poultry in- 
terests from Smethwick, expressed pleasure in 
again testifying to the valuable and instructive 
educational work organised and disseminated by 


developing our home food-supphes and make 4! 


j 


the Midland Federation, who, through  thei| 
Organising Secretary, Mr. Brain, had accom 
plished great work under immense handicap. ~ | 


We hope to see even greater progress in thi 
future, Lhe time was now ripe when every poultry 
keeper should become a member of a poulty 
society, and that poultry society link up with th) 
Federation, so that each and everyone could claim) 
adequate representation in national poultry affairs 
It was stated that the Sixth Midland Poultry 
Festival would take place in Bingley Hall nex 
January 7th, 8th and goth, 1926, and many ney 
features introduced, which it was hoped would by 
attended by every person who was interested i 


independent of the foreigner. It was the Federa! 
tion’s aim to again organise a Prize Fund Schem) 
i order to try and get together the necessan 
finance for the New Midland Laying Test, whiel 
was estimated to cost about 45,000, an entirely 
new plant on a new site. In order to meet th 
wishes of many affiliated societies the Midlan 
Federation had recently purchased 700 show pen 
for exhibition work. These would be hired out fo} 
a normal charge to affiliated societies. It wa 
agreed by all that, not only had another mileston 
been passed in Birmingham and Midland poultr| 
progress, but the whole movement had taken | 
new and increased life which would strengthen 1} 
considerably to materialise the numerous ideals j| 
had in hand to develop. el 


The Hon. Organising Secretary, Mr. Albert H) 
Brain, was also pleased to announce that it wall 
only the day previous that he had had a long tall| 
with Dr. Innes, the technical chief of the Birnie 
ham City Education Committee, and had got then 
to grant facilities to enable a school in each loca 
area to be used for the purpose of instruction ant 
poultry education, a branch of the Federation’ 
activities which had been considerably curtailed 
owing to lack of opportunity and accommoda tio} 
in the past. (Loud and prolonged applause.) | 


ae 


NEED FOR EXPANSION OF THE POULTRY 
INDUSTRY. 


Mr. HANNON'S “ STARTLING " FACTS ABOUT 
IMPORTS. 


Surprising figures in relation to the importation 
of poultry and eggs into this country were givel) 
by Mr. P. J. Hannon, M.P., on Saturday, in re! 
sponse to the toast of his health (submitted bi) 
Mr. Lawrence Tipper) at a gathering at the New 
Inns Hotel, Handsworth, which followed the officia 
opening of the seventh egg-laying test at thi 
instructional poultry farm of the Midland Federa 
tion of Feather and Fur Societies. 

Mr. Hannon (who is President of the Federa 
tion) spoke of the useful iand practical work whidl 
had been performed by the organisation. It wa‘ 
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| eee 
jsurious reflection, he said, that it did not receive 
jy, sort of assistance from the agricultural com- 
bttees of the County Councils, or from any body 
\iatever, and one was entitled to wonder why the 
pultry industry, considering its relation. to 
ftional economy, had not received more con- 
uous, consistent, and sympathetic support from 
fs State. It was one of those imdustries which 
ight ito receive on its merits adequate public 
: Sport. The_ magnitude of the industry could be 
fased when it was understood that its output, 
fn in its present disorganised condition, was 
tiivalent in inoney value to the whole of the 
jeat production of Great Britain. People did not 
‘lise it occupied a position of that significance. 
jiat opportunities there were for. the expansion 
} the industry were apparent when the import 
jures were studied. In the first nine months of 
iS year we imported poultry of the value of 
#9382,000. In the first nine months of 1923, 
i24, and 1925 we imported 3% million pounds 
ftth of poultry, a- sum equivalent in that 27 
mths to 1s. 8d. per head of the population of 
jeat Britain. It was easy to seé, therefore, if 
j the application of scientific and organised 
fort, we could produce even 50 per cent. of that 
/Ount, by how much we should {be increasing 
fmational wealth. In regard to eggs, the figures 
te still more startling : In the first nine months 
jthis year 411,320,000 worth of eggs—equal to 
| 7d. for every member of the population—were 
jyorted. He estimated that for the whole yea: 
ify man, woman, ind child in the nation would 
1@ 7S. for imported eggs. That was a fact of 
(jh significance that every interest that aimed at 
iKing our economic situation better ought to give 
le and thought to the question, During the 
jae nine months 42,576,950 worth of eggs not 
ithe shell were imported from China. He 
lught most thoughtful people would say they 
| 5 even a smaller quantity of British eggs 
na doubtful commodity that came from China. 


‘O make this injection procure a hard rubber 
ge with a small nozzle. so that the nozzle can be 
ted ini the nasal aperture. Force the liquid 
wach the »ostril so that it emerges from the aper- 
isan the »-f of the mouth. Should the eyes be 
eted, I reinove as much as possible of the cheesy 
iter fror- under the lids and apply the following 
ment :— 


Motinate of Silver, 10 per cent.; Mencuric Oxide, 2 
Cent.; Vaseline to 100. 
Wemove the fungus in the mouth with a dull or bone 
i, and apply either silver nitrate or sulphate of 
i 

trust that these few simple and- practical experi- 
(ats will be of interest and use to other poultry- 
\pers who may come up against this devastating 


Roup. 


My Experiences and Ezperiments. 


(By JOSEPH THOMAS, Chemist and Pedigree Poultry 
Breede: ). 


During the past forty years I have had innumerable 
cases of roup brought to my notice. Individual and 
pedigree birds have been brought to me for speci! 
reatment. Commercial poultry farmers, with hun- 
dreds of birds affected, have consulted, me in their 
difhieulties. I will give a brief outline of my varied 
experiments and resuilts. 

Tio ine the difficulty is not so much finding a cure, 
for these are many anid varied, but in finding a pre- 
ventive which can be given without injury to the birds, 
or a curative treatment which will not result in doom- 
ing the birds as egg producers 

Perchloride of mereury, sulphate of copper, silver 
nitrate, and formaldehyde. alll effect comparatively 
quick eures, but my experience with these proves con- 
elusively that the birds so cured are never a 
as ege producers. 

Roup, as generally understood, is a eatarrbal con- 
dition characterised by a discharge of an offensive 
nature from ite The discharge its at- first. t'in 
and watery, and later becomes thicker, gluing up the 

apertures. This is usually accompanied by a 
fungus in the mouth, sore head and eye trowble. 

My advice to the commercial poultry farmer or the 
oreeder with a large stock infected ig to isolate the 
worst cases for individual treatment. Carry out a 
thorough disinfecting of alll the poultry houses, burn- 
img wll the litter and sprinklne Iza ponder on 
the floor before replacing with fresh litter. The poultry 
houses should be sprayed at night with a suitable 
antiseptic. Use a good antiseptic m the drinking 
water, together with a tonie im the mash feed. 


SUCEERS 


Hore. 


na sal 


LE do 
not recommend mineral antiseptics in the mash, as 
they lower the food value amd destroy the vitamines. 

I give bellow two. formulae which are frequentily used 
in the drinking water :— 

No. 1: Sulphate of Iron, 5.4 per cent.; Sulphate 
of Copper, 4.6 per cent.; Iodine, 2 per cent.; Pottas- 
sium Iodide, 2.45 per cent.; and water to 100. 

No. 2: Menthol, 0.5 per cent.; Euealyptol, 0.5 per 
cent.; Formaidehyde, 16 per cent.; Spinits of Wine, 
20 per cent.; Glycerine, 5 per cemt.; Essence of 
Garlic, 0.5 per cent.; Thymol, 0.5 per cent.; Water to 
100. 

No. 1 I find all mght for occasional use, but its 
continued use causes liver and digestive trouble, and 
eventually the loss of many birds. 

No. 2, although slower in action, gives the desired 
results without causing amy ill-effects 

For individual treatment of birds I syringe the 
nostrils with a solution of carbiomate of soda. Strength, 
one teaspoonful in one pint of warm water. Then I 
syringe with the following only solution :—- 

Pure Medieinial Creosote, 2 drachms; HEucatypitol, 2 
drachms; Pine Oil, 2 drachms; Cod Liver Oil, 4 
drachms. 

(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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Answers to Queries. 
Continued. 


H. V. (South Wootton) writes that he has 2u 
pure-bred R.I. Red pullets. He knows nothing 
about fowls, but thinks he will be able to make a 
nice profitable hobby of them. The birds are now 
seyen months old, and he has only had two small 
eggs from them. He had to feed them on mixed 
corn until September 30th, and since about the 
middle of October he has given them a special lay- 
ing mash, and mixed corn. I expect it will be 
some time before these birds get into full pro- 
duction if they have only been fed on mixed corn, 
and I would suggest to my correspondent that he 
makes up the following mash-:-—r- 1b;:' bran; 
; alfalfa meal, 4 middlings, 1} maize meal, 3 
Sussex ground oats, and ore fish meal or meat and 
bone meal, and give the birds 2} ozs. of the above 
per ‘bird, weighed when dry, as the morning feed, 
and at night give them equal parts kibbled maize 
and wheat as the grain feed. More than this he 
cannot do. He must be certain that the offals 
(bran and middlings) used in the mash are of sood 
Guality, and that the meat and bone meal does 
not contain a high percentage of bone. 


G. H. (Barnsley) sends me a sample of clover 
meal at 128. 6d. per cwt. This is very poor stuff 
and not worth the money, as it is chiefly the residue 
from the threshing of clover for seed. The sample 
of ground oats he sends at 10s. cwt. are not 
‘“ Sussex”? ground, but are of fair average quality, 
and might be used in place of Sussex ground oats 
if nothing better can be procured, but as the 
S.P.B.A. can put on rail such an excellent sample 
in not less than five-cwt.. lots at 13s. per cwt. it 
would surely pay ‘“‘G. H.’’ to buy through the 
Association. The fish meal at 21s. 6d. cwt. 1s an 
excellent one. 


“New. Beginner’’ (Pilsley) writes that he has 
a Leghorn: pullet which has dropped at the abdo- 
men through laying, and would like to know how to 
go on with treatment if any others should suffer 
from the same trouble. He also requires a good 
method of whole-day feed ration, and how to give 
mash and grain. With regard to the Leghorn 
pullet.:. This is a case in which nothing can he 
done, the bird may continue to lay, but he cannot 
breed from her. I am not quite clear whether my 
correspondent means that the bird has a dropped 
abdomen or there is prolapsus of the oviduct. If 
it is the latter the best treatment is to wash the 
part first with a warm antiseptic solution; such as 
one per cent. Izal in water, then wash with alum 
and water or even strong cold tea,. and cently 
replace the part ; smooth out by the finger into its 
natural position, mopping the vent again with alum 
and water. Place the bird in a coop and keep her 
quiet, giving her some laxative food. With regard 
to mash feeding. Give the mash in the morning— 
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approximately the birds require 2} ozs..per heac 
weighed when dry. This might consist of : 1] 
bran, 1 alfalfa meal, 4 middlings, 14 maize mea 
4 Sussex ground oats, and one meat and bone me; 
or fish meal. If potatoes are available they coul 
be used in place of the Sussex ground oats an 
fuaize meal. ‘‘ New Beginner’’ must judge tk 
amount of food required by the amount the bir¢ 
consume. If they do not pick iteup cleanly ; 
about a quarter of an hour then reduce the amout 
the next day. At night the birds should be give 
a feed of 2 ozs. per bird of grain as the last fee 
about a quarter of an hour before they go{ 
perch, preferably of equal parts kibbled! maize an 
wheat, but the quantity must be judged by tt 
amount consumed rather than by any defini 
weight, but they should have at least 2 ozs. pr 
bird of grain as the last feed at night. k 


A. G. L. (Stareross) sends samples of middling 
or sharps, quoted at. 11s. 6d. per cwt., and anoth 
sample quoted at 9s. cwt. That at 11s. 6d) 
ridiculously dear, and not worth the addition 
money, but that at gs. is not hardly good enoug 
to feed ; it contains nearly 50 per cent. bran. { 
the two samples of meat and bone meal he sent 
one at 15s. and one at 20s. cwt.. Here again the 
ts nothing hke the difference in values, and I wou 
advise my correspondent to buy that at 15s. cwt 


POST-MORTEMS. 


S. The Sussex pullet was affected with dat 
degeneration of the liver amd kidmeys, the ~ act 
terminating cause being uraemic poisoning from lla 
of kidney function. The cause of these degeneratio 
is unknown, the propensity to lay on fat, and fort 
organs to become degenerated and fatty, seemin 
being due to some individual idiosynerasy, nather th 
to any particular error in the dietary. : 


= 
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A. J. B. The post-mortem examination of ¢ 
R.LR. puliet. showed that there was intense inflai 
mation of the stomach and bowels, such as would. 
the case in poisoning by some imitant poison, as Us 
for rats, ete. It is quite possible that some oft 
poison laid down was carried away by a rat, droppt 
and subsequently picked up by the bird; she ham 
got it, I should estimate within about  forby-ei 
hours. ae 

AEE aI B 7 

R. and M. ‘The post-mortem findings were! 
same in all three of the pullets, A, B, and C, Wi 
inflamriation. of the crop, proventiculus and kidwé 
and congestion of the liver, and, therefore, it 
reasonable to surmise that the cause was the same 
each. These findings are quite consistent with pols! 
ing by lead or other metaillic poison, the other m 
likely being arsenic (rat poison, sheep dip, we 
killer), but this could only be accurately determi 
by chemical iamalysis; although im these cases I shi 
suspect lead, as putrefaction had already commene 
arsenic, on the other hamd, having a pireserva’ 
effect on the cadaver and delaying putrefaction. z 
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_ Scientific Poultry 
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full particulars of membership will be seut by return en 
upptication to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Becches, Rudgwick, Suesex. 
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‘mportant Note from the Honorary Solicitor. 


An important decision in the Scotch Courts in 
\Appeai against assessment under Schedule ‘D? 
Income Tax was given in the Court of Sessions. 


"HE Court ruled that the Commissioners oi 
jome Tax in assessing a Poultry Farm upon 
ich, in addition to Poultry Farming, sheep were 
| 4 were incorrect in the assessment of 
wedule ‘D.’ The Judges held that Poultry 
“ming in this case was Husbandry and further 
: income Tax should be assessed under Schedule 
‘the same as an ordinary Farmer whose Income 
‘is assessed at a fixed sum similar to the 
‘ome Tax on land. 


(HE decision of the High Court of England has 
n delayed and it is not expected to be heard 
three or four months. This delay is much to 
| Soe in view of the urgency which demands 
(inland Revenue to hasten forward their Appeals 
ich causes the uncertainty in the Poultry 


‘ustry. 


OUNSEL’S opinion has heen sought as to what 
uld be the course for Poultry Keepers to adopt. 
insel’s pinion is that Poultry Keepers, if 
iatisfied with the assessment, should give 
ice of Appeal immediately on Notice of Assess- 
it being given by the Commissioners. If any 
|yme Tax be paid by Poultry Keepers it should 
if be paid under protest. It is hoped that 
\ftry Keepers may obtain repayment of Tax if 
‘under protest. Assuming that Income Tax 
M0t paid under protest the Inland Revenue may 
‘approached at a later moment to refund the 
Which has heen collected under the assertion 
the Inland Revenue that Poultry ‘Keeping was 
Hushandry. 


hyone in doubt as to their Income Tax should 
© without delay to the Editor, 


FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 


At the Stand this week we shalll have on show one 
ot the finest samples of Sussex ground oats it is pos- 
sible to obtain. The price fis a little higher than we 
have been quoting, namely, 


v 


13s. 9d. per ewt., free on 
rail, in five ewt. lots, but the quality is so exceptionsi 
that we are convinced it is well worth the additional 
money. 


uv 


Prices of Sussex grounds oats are slightly higher 
than last week. We are compelled to quote :— 
BRISTOL: 13/- per cwt. 


SUSSEX: 12/6 per cwt. 
LONDON: 12/6 per cwt. 


Special attention is drawn to the offer of maize 
germ meal at 10s. per ewt., f.o.r. This is an excellent 
samyie. and strongly recommended. 


The following meals can be supplied in 5ewt. loss 
and upwards of one kind. F.O. Rail :— 


Fish Meal’ (Pure White) 19/3 F.O.R. London. 

» ; % * 19/0 F.O.R. Swansea. 

i ; - B 19/3 F.O.R. Tynemouth. 

os 3 3 19/9 F.O.R. Grimsby. 
Fish Meat with 2 per cent. oil content not at present available. 


PRICES OF MASHES. Per Cwt. 


Layers. Growers. Breeders. 


F-O:7Re- LIVERPOOL “2233 11/8 11/3 11/9 
F.0.R. LIVERPOOL .-... ... 12/3 12/3 13/3 
F.O.R. LONDON iti 11/0 10/6 11/6 
F.O.R. LONDON Raa as 11/6 11/6 12/0 
F.0O.R. LEITH cee 10/9 10/6 11/3 
F.O.R: LEICESTER... ... 11/0 11/0 11/9 
F.OR. KING’S LYNN a 11/6 11/6 11/9 
F.O.R. BELFAST cobs eee 12/9 12/3 

F.O.R. BRISTOL see 11/3 11/3 12/3 
F.O.R. SGUTHAMPTON ... 11/6 12/0 12/0 
F.O°R. > PEYMOUTH 2:50 12/6 12/9 12/6 
F.O.R. ABERDEEN BACw sft 42/3 11/9 13/9 
F.O.R. HARROGATE vr 12/6 12/6 13/6 
F.O.R. GLASGOW Baas, 12/9 12/9 

F.O.R. STAFFS RS piece 11/6 11/6 12/6 


Sussex Ground Oats F.O.R. London: 12/6 per cwt. 
re hi », F.O.R. Sussex: 12/9 per cwt. 
F.0.R. Bristol: 13/0 per ewt. 


WEIGHT OF BIRDS. 


Last week I referred to-Mr. Parnelll’s resolution in 
reference to the registration of the weight of birds i: 
the Annual Register. I have received the following 
letter from ia Northern correspondent : — 


Dear Sir,—Noting the resolution re weight of hers 
in Registered Breeding Pens, I naturally wondered 


how my own birds would stand the test. so I wen} 
down this evening into Pen 1 jand weighed the follow- 
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ing The records are according to §.P.B.A. Stan 
dard :~-- 


Full yeau Winter 
egg record. Kecord. 


Weight of Bird. 
30th Oct., 1924. 
Ibs. Oz. 

3 


Hatched. Hen. 


19%4 246 
= 230 

272 

220 

247 

246 

268 

237 

253 

268 

E K 268 
1922 L 276 
+ Nearly through moult; cthers in full moult. Egg weights 

over Swo ounces in every case. 


G9 GO OD HE HE 0d Co CO OT RO 


Hen (Ii) (last one on ilist) has laid three full seasons, and is 
dam of eight puillets batched 1924 with average for year just 
ended of 251. Those marked * in list on other sheet are her 
daughters, and I note they, with one exception, are about the 
same weight as their dam 

I should be pleased if you thimk any of them are 
too small for use as breeders; if you willl run your pen 
through their line, and simply return sheet initialed 
If you can use the information ‘‘to point a moral’’ you 
are at liberty to do so. 

Yours faithfully, 
“NORTHERN FARMER.” 


The birds were taken’ indiseniminiately—nio. seleetion 
either for large or small, but I imagine they are a fair 
sample. Third bird C has 287 for full pullet lay from 
first egg te moullt, but only 272 according to S.P.B-.A. 
rule for 12 months from first egg. 

In answer to his question I woulld-definitely cut out 
all birds under 4illbs. in weight. . It would be mteresting 
to kmow the weight of these birds when they corn- 
meneed their laying career. 

In my view it is a mistake to use as breeders any 
pullets which finish their first twelve months’ laving, 
and have not gained in weight at least one pound 
during that. period, for if a pulllet loses in weight this 
can only be due to the fact that she is drawing heavily 
on her bodily reserves. 

Take “‘C”’ in the above list, with a full year record 
of 272 eggs, and a weight of 4bs. 8ozs.. This wonld 
we my ideal breeder for a Leghorn. She ts. of good 
medium weight, not too heavy, and would not be too 
fine in bone. 

She should produce, if well mated, pullets with 
plenty of staying power. 

IT do not wish to use the information given in the 
letter to “point a moral.’’ It is but an expression of 
opinion. The maintenanée of size is important iif we 
are to. have stamina. 


item: Cabbage first, white turnips second (Bullock Stone is the 
best variety), and swedes or mangolds third. Do not feed man- 
colds the year they are grown. It is very relaxing owing to 
the sugar it contains. 5 

The headquarters of tthe branch are now the Albany Room, 
Palatine Cafe, Lord Street, Liverpool. There will be a lecture 
on the second Saturday of each month until March. 

Members of the 5.P.B.A. who are not membens of the branch 
are cordially invited te the lectures. 


SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. . 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP, 


Constable, A., Brooklands, Broxbourne, Herts. 
Hanna, Mrs. W. A., Drumacnose, Limavady, Co. Derry; Irel 
Hawking, Miss E. J., Givenaaie, Grange, mipon. 
Miller, Miss L., SmaJdldale, Braawell, near Sheffield. 
Rose. Miss J B, Outseats, nardgate, Aberdeen. 
MacDiarinid, N.‘Junr.), Milton «arm. Couper Angus,” Perth 
Rucharcds, W., c.o. Kairweatier, Kicnards and Co., nangioon, 
Ruthven, Mrs., Lennoxho.m, High Possil, Glasgow. 
Spurway, V. P., The Gap, Cettery st. Mary, Devon. 
Frice G., New Queniborough, Syston, Leicester. ; 
Tafit, Miss M, Oak ‘ree Karm. saxmundham, Suffolk. 2 
Seott, Foxwell B., The Manor House, Weasenham St. Peter 
- King's Juynn, N¢ 
Mitchell, J, Balmnuto Poultry Farm, Kirkcaldy, Fite. 
Kitchiner, Miss A. M., ‘the Park Farm, Horseheath. Cambs. 
Monaco, B. V. del, Ifold Lodge, Lowood, Sussex. : 
Doyle, E. V., Ball House P.F., Foulridge, near Colne, Lang 
Henfield, A, The Coppy P.F., Beamish, Co. Durham. 
Overton, S. H., Eastillands, Boothby, Graffoe, Lincoln, : 
Spray, R. W , Rectory Farm, Beckingham, Newark-on-Trent. 
Willams, G., Brynllofour Farm, Llanybyther, Carman ie 


MacLennan, Miss A., Agricultural College Office, Lochmaddy. 
Blacktin, J. W., 192, Tapton Hill Road, “Orosspool, Sheffiel« 
Morley, I. J., Skillington, near Grantham, Lincs. 
Godwin, H., Green Lane Farm, Iron Acton, near Bristol. 
Warren, Mrs. & H., Hunter's Glose, Downton. near Salisbu 
Stringfellow, A., Coronation Vil'a, Standish Lower Road, 

: Wigan, J 
Woolford, F.. The Retreat, Wootton, I.0.W. : . = 
Sutcliffe, J. A. B., Kmowledene P.F., Mountain Rise, seh | 


BRicock, B. K., Moneyrow-Cottage, Holyport. Berkist 

Clarke, Mrs. I. J., Whe Bungalew, New Road, Church Lank 
2 near Bille 
Macfarlane, G., Mamsefield. Villicoultry. - 
Brangham, W. I., 1, Brooking Field Terrace, Underwood, 
: Plymouth, I 
Woodcoch, Miss E. G, St. Edward’s School, Oxford. Fi 
Sims, H., * Sandhill,” Park Lane, Reigate, Surrey. ‘ 
Chambers, Miss I. K., The Quarter, Ballie, Downpatri: as a 
; N, Ist 
Chambers, H. L. The Quarter. Ballie, Downpatrick, N. Ire 
Picton Warlow, F. J. C., Poplars, Ewyas Harold, Herefordst 
Hodson. T.. White House, Glassonby, Kirkeswald, Cumberlaj 

Wall, 1. 8B W., Old Halli Farm, Worsley, Manchester. 


THE LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


The Sixth General Meeting of the above was held it 
Albany Eeom, at the Palatine Cafe, Liverpool. 
In the absence of the chairman, Mrs. Douglas Kendal & 
presided 
The election of officers" for the ensuing year took pla 
Chairman, Mrs. Douglas E. Kendall; Vice-Chairmen, M 
O. Crosthwaite, Mr. R. A. Cunrie; Secretary and Treas 
Mr. R. J. Thomas. Committee: Miss M. Cooper, Mi 
Handley, Mr. M. Robertson, Mr, W. N. Copeland, Mr. C.4 
Mr. W. Connolly, Mr. R. Thomas, Mr. W. Burns. . Aud 
Dr. J, P. Halli, Mr. P. W. Rowley. 

At the close uf the meeting Mr. Hamnett gave an intere 
paper, entitlea “* Winter Ege Production.’’ Mr. Hamneltt 
that he liked his heavy breed pullets hatched before 10th M 
and his light breeds before the 9th April. Of the light 
pullets he preferred the March-hatched bird, as the April 
May hatched generally ‘‘ hang fire.’ He liked to have all 
fittings of this pou'try houses removable, and plenty of lig'| 
the house. If the houses were dark the birds preferred .to} 
out in the cold than go into the darkness. The floors shou! 
at least six inches off the ground. =| 

Raits and mice were the principal spreaders of disease: 
advised creosoting as a means of ridding the houses of inj 
Dry litter was most important, Bale straw was the ideal I} 
but bracken or fallen leaves were the next best. Peat moses 
too dusty and expensiye; it is liable to block the nostrils } 
birds and cause them tq get severe colds. His advice w 
to ask the question as to how much it costs to feed a he 
how much it costs to produce am egg. 

_ He said thait if you reduce the foodstuffs on account of al 
individual pullets which are a bit overfat you will clem 
remainder tq death. You cannot give a growing pullet too 
food, and do not forget it is the right sort of food. that — 
the egg. Do not forget the green food is a most impo 

(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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/ANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY 
| SOCIETIES. 


i 


|he Couticil meeting was held in the Master Builders’ Rooms, 
| nt Sitreet, Preston, on Saturday, October 31st, 1925. Present: 
iJ. Wrennall (President, who occupied the chair), Mr. T. 
jron, Mr. J. P. Willacy (Treasurer), Messrs. Rev. A. J. King, 
| Braithwaite, T. Edmondson, J. Whailley,- W. Faster, A. 
ne, J. Ashworth, W. A. Hall, C. Longbottom, Dr. J. E. 
m, F. Ashworth, D. Potts, H. Winstanley, T. H. Draycott, 
{Birtwell, and E. Coliier (Organising Secretary). 

jetters of apology for non-attendance were read from Mr, §. 
json (Chairman) and Mr. F. Thompson (Oldham). 
linutes.—The minutes of the last Council meeting were read, 
jimed, and signed. as 

| erespondence.—A letter was read from Mr. F. Thompson 
‘plaining about the Show Entry Forms not being sent. out. 
| Show Secretary stated the reason for the delay wias un- 
jdable on account of adyertisers not sending in their matter. 
stated Entry Forms are now in the hands of the Societies’ 
jetamies. Letters were read from Heywood and District 
IS. and Billington and District U.P.S. asking for particulans 
Unliation. The Secretary stated these had been sent, but 
ig application for affiliation had not yet been sent in. The 
(etary was instimcted to write them again on the matter. 
j2 application from Leigh, Atherton ‘and Tyldesley Societies, 
| ave holding a combined Show for a Federation Ribbon, was 
jited on the proposition of Dr. Helm, seconded by Mr. -@:- 
| gbottom. : 

‘Wetter was read frorn Runworth Society respecting a member 
ifat Society re his Income Tax. The Secretary stated he 
iwwritten for more particulars, and then he could refer it to 
|N.P.C. 

Vetter was read from Mr. W. Grove, tendering his resignation 
(the Federation Council, owing to. his inability to attend 
larly. 

‘@& T. Edmundson moved, and Mr. J.Wrennailll seconded. 
|Beeretary write Mr. Grove asking him to reconsider his 
‘sign. 

ational Poultry Council Meeting held at London.—Dr. Helm 
i) a report of this meeting, going into full details (which had 
dy appeared in the press). He speciailly mentioned the 
cord of Performance Scheme,’ which the Government had 
\osed putting into operation.. A letter from the Government 
jtead at the N.P.C. meeting, stating they did not intend to 


jm with the scheme at present.. The N.P.C. requested their 
setary to write the Ministry, asking them to reconsider this, 
{put the scheme into operation. The Lancashire delegates 
11 against this proposal, and pressed forward their own 
jm@e, which was submitted by Dr. Helm. This the N.P.C 
!med to the N.P.C, Laying Test Committee for consideration, 
co-opted Dr. Helm on the Committee. Mr. T. Barron then 
j@ on the report, and supported what Dr. Helm had said. 
“Was accepted on the proposition of Mr. Longbottom and 
Mled by Mr, J. Ashworth. Arising out of this report was 
iquestion of sending two delegates to the Marketing Confer- 
1 to be held in London next January. “Mr. Waiker and 
iJ. Wrennall were elected to attend, but if Mr. Walker is 
jiding on behalf of the National Poultry Council on* account 
| im being Vice-President of that body, it was decided Dr. 
ia should take his place. 
lvertising Eat More English New-Laid Eggs.—The Secre- 
Was requested to apply to the National Poultry Council 
hhe-use of blocks that had been purchased, for pasters, with 
ew ito getting an estimate for printing 60 they could be 
‘ibuted to shopkeepers in Lancashire, on the proposition of 
©. Longbottom, seconded by Mr. T. Edmondson. 
j@ounts.—The accounts submitted for printing, etc., were 
fed on the proposition of Mr. J. Ashworth, seconded by Mr. 
/A, Hall. 
b-Committees’ Reports.—Educational and Propaganda.—Mr. 
'4mundson reported on behalf of this Committee. He stiated 
‘Zommittee had been considering the best method of dealing 
| the new panel of judges, which would be issued next 
‘ary. They recommended that Mr. J. Whalley and the 


— 


| 


Hecretiary scrutinise the dist which will be semt to the judges 
and hand them over to this Committee. They aliso recemmended 
toat a fee of 5s, per annum be charged anyone applying to be put 
on the panel, this fee to apply to the already. existing judges, 
who will also be asked to fill up the new form, which must be 
returned to ithe Federation Secretary not later than November 
avth, 1925, qr they will not be eligible for the next year’s panel 

Finance.—The Treasurer (Mr. J. P. Wallacy) reported on 
behalf of this Committee. He said the bank balance. after 
allowing for the eecounts passed for payment, was about £175. 

Laying Test.—The Secretary reported on behalf of this Com- 
mittee; There are in the Liarge Breeders’ Section. 86 pens, as 
follows :—W.L. 32, WW. 23, BIR. 18, L.8. 4, B.L.. 7, 
Ancona 2, and in the Small Breeders’ Sections (single birds) :— 
WD, 15,-W.W: 14, RIR. 6, Bue 6.. A total of 299 birds 
agaist 2965 last year. Of these, three societies are running 
their test in conjunction with the Federation—Preston, Darwen 
end Rawtenstall. These societies will receive 33 1/3rd per cent. 
refund of the total fees paid by their competitors. : 

Show.—Mr, F. Ashworth, the Show Secretary, 


ROW Me reported on 
behalf of thiis Commititee. 


He said the entry forms had been 
sent qut, and the arrangements were well in hand. The Show 
is being held on November 28th im the Territorial Riding School, 
Bromwich Street, Bolton, Entry forms may be had from the 
“bow Secretary, The Clough, Halliwell, Bolton. 

Under Any Other Business.—Mr. 


J J. Whalley suggested the 
competitors in tl : 


1e Federation Test might consider exchangins 
*tack at the end of the conipetition. Say a competitor had three 
birds with good official records he might be. prepared to exchange 
with another competitor with similar records, and each would 
pe geting new blood. Dr, Helm suggested this might be done 
through the Federation Secretary on the payment of a si 
fee. This was referrec ; ; 
sideration on the ] 
Mr. F. Ashworth, 
Annual] General Meetin 
General Meeting will 
12th, 1925, 
This closed the 


small 
1 to the Laying Test Committee for con- 
roposition of Mr. C. Longbottom, seconded by 


§ and Prize Distribution.—The Annual 
be held at Preston on Saturday, December 


business, and the meeting terminated. 


HE, COLLIER, Organising Secretary, 
a eee 


FOWL POX. 


To the Editor of ‘ Bees.’ 


_— 


Dear Mr. Newman,—With reference to Mr. Ansellll’ s 
formula for fowl - pox Surely there must be some 
erave error. 

: Mr Ansell preseribes two and a half pounds 
Copper Sulphate to eighteen gallons drinking water; 
this is equivalent to rather more than six grains per 
ounce. As a hen will drink from two to four ounces 
per day. according to climatic conditions, this means 
she would consume from twelve to twenty-four grains 
per diay. ‘ 

In large doses Copper Sulphate isa powerful invitant 
poison. and as a jotion for application to ulcers it 
would only be used at the rate of three grains per 
ounce. Moreover, it is stored in the liver for long 
periods ; it is easy to imagine what would be the eumu- 
lative effect of this dose. 

Most veterinary authorities, including Major Saun. 
ders, if I mai be alllowed to mention his name, aidvise 
one drachm itoone gallon of water, equivalent to about 
half a grain per ounce 

My advice is to give the formula a very wide berth: 
until a more authoritative statement is made. 


F. W. WAIT. 
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Market Report. 
‘SHURE « Sia ee, 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 13th, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat is more freely 
offered, but supplies are still on the small side, and, with a good 
demand, realises higher prices, the average quotation being 
tis. 4d. per cwt. as against 11s. 1d. last week. Imported wheat is 
in small supply and recent rates are fully maintained, No. 1 
Manitoba being dearer at Hull and London. Trade for home- 
grown malting barley is slow, except for finest parcels which are 
scarce, but average quotations are unchanged on the week. 
British feeding barley is iu slightly better demand at about late 
rates and averages 8s, 9d. per cwt., while imported meets a duil 
trade at slightly easier prices. Moderate supplies of home-grown 
Oats meet an irregular trade, but average prices oyer the mar- 
kets reported are little changed at 9s. 6d. and 8s. 9d. per cwt. 
for white and black varieties respectively. Imported oats are 
searce and in moderate request at about late rates. Maize Is 
sligntly dearer at bristol and uul!, and Argentine how averages 
8s. 9d. per cwt 

Bran is m better demand and dearer at most markets, 
averaging £7 os. 6d. per ton us against £7 $s, last week, while 
coarse middlings generally sei! at tate rates, the average price 
being £8 12s. od. per tou. Meais are in fair request, and mostly 
realise recent prices, bur bariey meal is cheaper at London and 
Bristol. Oii cakes generally meet a slow trade, linseed cake 
being unchanged in price on the week, while cotton seed cake 
is cneaper at DiOst centres. 

MILLERS’ OF#ALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £7 12s; Hull, 
£7 12s; Liverpool, £7 10s; London, £7. Broad Bran: Hull, £9 2s; 
London, x8 10s. Middalings—fine (imported): London, +49 4s; 
Coarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £9; Liverpool, £8 10s;. London, 
£8. Pollards (imported): Bristol, £7 10s; Huli, £6 ibs; London, 
xo i7s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 10s; Liverpool, £7 5s. MEAL,-- 
Barley Meal. Bristol, £9 10s; Hull, £9 10s; London, £10. Maize 
Meal: Bristol, £10 15s; Aull, £9 8s; Liverpool, £9 15s; London, 
£10. Maize Meal (S, African): Bristol, £9 7s; Hull, £8 10s; Liver- 
pool, £8 7s; London, £8 15s. Maize Germ Meal: Hull, £9 1s; 
London, £9 5s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11 7s: London, 
£9 15s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, £10; Liverpool, 
£9 is; London, £9 12s. Bean Meal: Bristol, £13 15s; Hull, £11 3s; 
London, £12 5s. Fish Meal: Hull, £20 10s; Liverpool, £20 10s; 
London, £20. 

EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


English’ eggs are very scarce and are much dearer, while 
[risn and most ceutinental varieties have again advanced. Little 
trade is recorded in dead poultry at present, but fowls are a 
shade firmer at London. 

Week-end Prices—HKggs (per 120): British, 32s 0d; Irish, 31s 3d. 
29s 3d; Danish, 30s 9d, 29s 3d; Dutch, 29s 6d, 28s Od; French, 
255 Od, 23s Od; Belgian, 27s 3d, 26s 3d; Italian, 24s 3d, 23s dd; 
Canadian, 21s 0d, 20s 0d; Lithuanian, 17s 6d, 16s 6d; Polish, 15s 6d, 
15s Gd; Chinese, 15s 0d, 13s 6d; Russian, 16s 6d, 12s 6d; Australian, 
238 sy 22s Ud; South African, 22s 0d, 19s 6d; Argentine, 16s 45d, 
15s 6d. y 

Dead Poultry (per lb.):.Fowls—Surrey, is 6d, 1s 2d; Irish, 
is id, 1s 6d; Others, 1s 3d, 1s 0d. Ducks, is 2d, 1s 0d; Geese, 
is Od, 10d. Turkeys, 1s 5d, is 2d. 


EGGS. 


_ Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 3s 9d; Second, 3s 6d. Birmingham: 
First, és 43d; Second, 3s 0d. Bridgwater: First, 3s 93d; Second, 
5s Yd. Chelmsford: First, 3s 64d: Second, 3s 4id. Colchester: 
First, 3s 7id; Second, 3s 0d. Doncaster. First, 35 6d; Second, 
3s 4d. Dorchester: First, 3s 7d; Second, 3s 54d. Exeter: First, 
5s 4d. Hereford: First, 3s 6d. King’s Lynn: First, 3s 2d; Second, 
2s 10d. Llandilo: First, 3s 3d; Second, 3s 2d. Mold: Virst, 3s 3d: 
Secend, 3s 2d. Montgomery: First, 3s 3d, Newport (Mon.): First, 
os 9d; Second, 3s 6d. Norwich: First, 3s 2d; Second, 2s 10d. 
Oswestry: First, 3s 8d. Penzance: First, 3s Gd; Second, 2s 11d. 
Saffron Walden: First, 3s 83d; Second, 2s 83d. St. Ives (Hunts): 
First, 3s 23d; Second, 3s 04d. Salishury: First, 3s 64d; Second, 
os 4d. Skipton: First, 3s id. Truro: First, 3s 0d. Welshpool, 
Hirst, 4s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. *Carlisle: First, 4s 0d. *Derby: First, 
ss 6d. *Ipswich: First, 33 6d; Second, 2s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First. 
6s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. *York: First, 3s 9d; Second; 3s 8d. 


FOWLS. 


Seer jb.—Birmingham: ‘First, is 2d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, +58 Od; Second, t4s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s Sd. Hereford: 
First, 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Llandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, is 3d 
Newport (Mon.): First, 1g 6d: Second, is 2d. Truro: First, is 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 5d, Second, 1s 3d. *Derby: First, {5s 0d; 
second, +3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, is 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, is 4d: 
Second, 1s 3d. *York: First, 453 3d: Second, 4s 6d. : 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. zy 


Owing to the ever-increasing oirculatlo 
‘‘ Eggs,’’ it Is imperative that new advertiseme 
and alterations are recelved by FIRST POST | 
FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in’ 
following Wednesday’s issue. it is hardly noe 
sary to add that the earller in the week we 
copy the better it is for everyone concerned. 


PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unle ‘ 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MON 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK’S Is 


DUCKS. 


. Per 1b.—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaé 
First, t5s 0d; Second, 44s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 2d. Her 
First, 1s 2d; Second, 1s 0d. Llandilo: First, 1s 5d; Second, 
Welshpool: First, is 4d: Second, is 2d. *Derby: First. 
Second, }+3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, is 4d. *Shrewsbury: First 
Second, 1s 3d. *York: First, t6s Od; Second, +5s 6d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are 
paid to preducers by retailers. t Per head. 4 = 
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; 
4 


as 
we 


'ULD IT NOT BE WISE ON YOUR Get the Illustrated Free Eggs - Sens nea te 
‘ TO USE AN INCUBATOR WHICH Catalogue ; << 5 4 5 0 16 x. 8 10 0 
BNOWN FAR AND WIDE TO BE of Hebditchs’ Modern 70 1. 6150\ 260 ... 11100 

eee GIVES ae Poultry Appliances. 100 .. 7150 390 ...15 00 


SPLENDID RESULTS? ; 
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For Egs Production. 
At the present time we are offering early hatched 


‘COCKERELS. 


(PEDIGREES SUPPLIED) 


The “ HEYDOWN” STRAIN of Light 


Sussex will be found to combine the 


incomparable table qualities of the breed 
with unusually High Egg Production. 


Goods sent on 24 hours’ approval. 


IT PAYS TO BUY THE BEST 


WRITE FOR OUR PRICE LIST. 


SANDOWN, - - LO.W. 
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Three Type L All-Purpose Houses, each 50ft. x 15ft., accommodating 200 pullets each: houses erected on oak stakes on very ~ 
pe Beate All equipped with guttering, water tanks, and sliding doors. Owner: Major H, ©. Few, Drayton Lodge, Ninfield, 

attle, Sussex. i ¢ 
Af your pullet egg yield does not average about 200 there is something wrong. Many clients have raised their average from 
150/160 to over 200 eggs; we can ensure that figure. Consult us. 


id 

Pb. Please mention “ Eggs.” 
4m im W H COLT L d M.N.U.P.S., BETHERSDEN, nr. ASHFORD, KENT; and © 
Stn on cree 6 e 9 t e959 M.S.P.B.A.. BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C. & 
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EGGs 


hie OBRFICLIAL ORGAN OF THE 
Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25th, 1925. 


Editorial. 
WHY? 


|Last week’s Editorial excited some comment, 
id one of our readers has very kindly suggested 
lat it was only written to show how much we 
fow.. That may be true, because if you are 
ieretary of a big society, and have thousands 
| questions to answer in the course of a year 
every conceivable subject, you very seldom 
lish the day without realising how much you 
IIN’T know, and therefore you feel a little 
(ixiOuUs sometimes to show how much you do know. 
Mwever, that was not the object in view when 
€ article was. written. It was only the desire 
| find a reason for many of the precepts which 
ive been accepted for so many years, accepted 
\thout investigation, and too often to the detri. 
mt of those engaged in the industry. 


First then: Why are we always advised to mate 
isecond-season male to pullets? We have seen 
|S question answered in another journal thus :— 
(Because it is not wise to have immaturity on 
fe sides.’”? That is nonsense. It is most un- 
se to have immaturity on either side, and more 
ticulatly on the female side. An expert has 
fisted that he has bred healthy and vigorous 
ick from eight months old pullets. That may 
i'we have most of us done something in our 
‘'S which has demonstrated that no rule holds 
id in every case, but the rule stands, and com- 
iasense tells us that an eight months pullet is 


@ature, and practical experience tells us tha: 
breed from immature stock is to rush to 
ister. There must have been some idea in the 


id of the man who advised the mating of a 
iond-season male to pullets, that the maturity 
ithe one would compensate for the immaturity 
Whe other. That of course is ridiculous. There 
tobably no better breeder than a well-matured 
et in HER PRIME, and the fittest mating for 
is a well-developed cockerel IN HIS PRIME. 


he second question tefers to the recommenda- 
fo rest eggs, which have been sent by rail, 
twenty-four hours before mcubating them. 


&, 


re eae 

ene 
The usual explanation is :—-‘‘To allow the germ 
to settle.’’ As is well known, the germinal disc 
is always to be found uppermost, whatever the 
position of the egg. This is because that portion 
of the yolk which is in the neighbourhood of the 
disc has a lighter specific gravity. It is not due 
i any way to the action of the chalazae.. There 
is not the slightest reason why eggs should be 
held for twenty-four hours before being incukated 
because they have been on rail. It is only one of 
the parrot cries frém which the poultry industry 
has suffered so badly, a statement which has been 
accepted because it has been so constantly re- 
peated. It has been demonstrated by practical 
test that nothing is to be gained by resting tra- 
velled eggs twenty-four hours before incubating ; 
indeed, a great deal may be lost. 


The third question had reference to the advice 
given to air eggs which are being stored for incu- 
bation. The germ at this stage requires a mini- 
mum amount of oxygen. When eggs are aired 
it follows there is evaporation, which results in 
the membrane drying and becoming less permeable 
{Oo gases. Thus the intake of oxygen and the 
expulsion of carbon dioxide becomes more diffi- 
cult, and we are defeating the object we are 
endeavouring to attain. The moral is, ‘‘ Don’t air 
eggs.’’ 


The fourth question referred to the belief that 
barley and maize cause liver disease. This belief 
still exists. Its origin is easily explained. In the 
old days, when the average production of a hen 
was 80 eggs per annum, the method of feeding 
generally used was a hot mash of barley meat 
and potatoes, and whole maize, which was 
cheaper than wheat, as the grain food. A non- 
producing hen is easily fattened. As winter eggs 
were scarce, the idea was that a good hot mash 
stimulated the birds—there were no scratching 
sheds. We can easily understand that the birds 
wereé soon in an overfat condition and the liver 
became affected. This was attributed to the fat 
content of maize and barley, and not to the fiact 
that the birds were actually being fed on a fatten- 
Ing mash. And so the poultry industry was for 
years deprived of two valuable foods. It was only 
when the absurdity of the belief was pointed out 
in these columns that the value of maize’ as an 
€gg producer was recognised. The only time at 
which it is unwise to feed maize and barley is 
when the birds are out of production, and also 
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to growing stock. This remark particularly apples 
to hens which are just through the moult and have 
not started laying ; if a little care is not exercised 
then. they will put on internal fat. There is not 
a single food which will not cause liver disease if 
fed in excess. Liver disease appears to be a very 
comprehensive term. 


WHY do ALL Commercial EGG Farmers run 
the White Leghorn? This is a question which we 
leave to our readers to discuss. Or it might be 
put in another form: “ Is the White Leghorn the 
most economical fowl for commercial egg pro- 
duction??? We suggest that this has been by no 
means proved, and that the chief reason why :t 
is the popular. breed for the purpose is because it 
was a case of follow my leader. Would a dual- 
purpose breed, such as the Buff Rock, or Rhode 
Island Red, be more economical? There are two 
considerations in their favour, the winter egg and 
the possibility of selling the cockerels at a profit. 
There are arguments which can be easily used in 
favour of the White Leghorn, but the possibilities 
of the other two breeds should be discussed, ‘and 
if possible tested. We have breeders who have 
stated definitely that, as a commercial proposition, 
the Rhode Island Red is superior to any light 
breed, and we believe the same could be said of 
the Buff Rock, and possibly others. The points 
to be urged against them are, a greater consump- 
tion of food, slower maturity, and broodiness. In 
their favour is the winter egg, the brown egg, 
profit from cockerels as ‘against a loss; the broodv 
hen if properly handled will give more eggs in the 
autumn when they are scarce, the hen will realise 
more when her laying career is finished. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE §.P.B.A. | 


Sc many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, of farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A 
This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of pioultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the imtensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
with it many advantages, mamely: Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many other 
advantages too numerous to, mentiion here. Yiou 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN. The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, 
Sussex. The financial year began on 1st September. 
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Answers to Queries. 
By the EDITOR. 


ose 


, Be 


DUCKS. : 
Bev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop. Vicarage, Westmoreland, ¥ 


apswer all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extre 
urgency answer would, be direct, otherwise they will app 


in these columns, 


| 
| 


POST-MORT EMS. 

“ BODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S.. Tarr 
Road, West Worthing. | 

Bodies should be packed and sent by post immediately ai 
death. marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. fo 
reply by post. ‘the name and 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch | 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major uaunde 

Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules W 
sending birds for post-mortem examination and alse as 

writing their name and address distinctly on the package 


| 


ye 4 
| 
REPLIES BY POST. 
Replies by post (Not Post-Mortems) can only be sent to | 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2%. 6d. 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem exam 
tiona. Membere of the 8.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT 1 
Major Saunders). A 
ALL questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major gaun| 


does not reply to questions either by post or through 1 
columns. except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations! 
ee | 


New Reader (Berwick). If you read the latter | 
of Modern Poultry Feeding this week, ‘you will 
what is the matter with your feeding. Replace 
meat meal with meat and bome meal, or fish @ 
and add one part alfalfa or clover meal, and 
should get much better results. (2) I don’t hike 
photo of the cockerel you have sent me, and” 
much doubt the breeder’s statement that he was! 
irom a 274-egg hen. If he was he ts a throw-b) 
or his dam was badly mated. Unider no. cil 
stances would I breed from such a bird. He Ww 
certainly nit produce layers. On reading your li 
agaim, I see you say that you have every co : 


in the breeder, and are convinced that the record 
true one. Well, if that is the case, it 1s nit for 1 
say. 1 can only repeat that you will be maku 
grave mistake if you breed from this bird. He is 
a dud, in spite of the dam’s record, and the best 4 
you can, do is to pot him. Py 


Disappointed (Tyldesley). It is curious that 
letter should follow om that of . “New Reade} 
which is answered above. You bought, at @) 
figure, a Wyandotte cockerel from a high record) 
and mated him to your own hens which had re 
of from 180 to 203, with the most disappol 
results. The pullets are laying small eggs, and 
few of them, amd do not approach the records of 
dams. and now you ask me the reason, and ask? 
trap-nesi is infallible. I think what you fail to 9 
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‘tand is that a bird does not inherit everything from 
its insmediate parent, The trap-nest merely records 
jhe number of eggs laid by the individual. It by no 
Ineans follows that the son of every high record hen 
vill prove a breeder of high fecund stock. It depends 
intirely on how much he has inherited from his dam, 
ind how much from his sire’s dam, or his ancestors. 
Yo breeder could guarantee every bird he sends out 
\o breed good stock, even if he, knew the pedigree for 
wo or three generations, but he could, say, judging 
tom external characteristics, that a bird is mot likely 
‘0 prove a breeder of highly fecund stock. Your pul- 
?ts would appear to haive inherited the poor qualities 
@the sire rather than the goiod Ones of the dam. There 
yagy be a few worth selecting for breeders, but your 
Msest plan will be to get another male and matte to 
‘he hens agaim. I wonld do this; and hatch a number 
f January chicks. These will lay in June. Note 
be rate-of production for the first six weeks from the 
(mst ege. and breed from the best in 1927. That is 
ne only advice I can give you. (2) The sample of 
wat and bonie meal iis a nice eliean one; the clover 
teal is inferior, amd not worth the money; thirds and 
fall are good; grounds oats (not Sussex) good, and 
ould be used instead. (3) I would not care to start 
wubaition in a shed -where the temrerature often 
itils below 40 degrees Fahr. 


| 
| 


Interested (Reigate). Well, now, you remind me 
{the man who went into the sixpenny shop and asked 
‘the boot department. Faney asking if the five 
‘ailing subscription to the S.P.B.A. includes the 
‘eekly copy of ‘“‘Eggs.’’ Just sit down and think 
lgietiy, and ask yourself how it could be done. No, 
/@ can offer you a good deal for five shillings, but not 
lat. (2) Yes, your feeding is quite correct, but a 
ile expensive. Biscuit meal at 30s. per ewt. is 
|aeconomic, and you would do welll to replace it with 
ussex ground oats, which would give equally good 
sults. No, I ean’t recomimend amy proprietary mash 
/ 28s. a ewt. None of them are worth the money 
‘the poultry-keeper. He can’t afford to produce eggs 
the cost. (3) Hatch Buff Rocks early in March; 
48 a good choice. Yes, I agree you have done very 
2H, and have “‘every reason to be satisfied with your- 
Hf,’ which, I believe, is supreme happiness 


iG. M. (Nottingham). Well, if I agreed with you, 
iu might be angry, but I do think you are an 
‘iimist to expect-to get such birds for 5s. 6d. each. 
they reallly had any value as breeders you may be 
ite that the advertiser would have kept them, or 
i‘Ked a better price. These are hens hatched 1928, 
id mot 1924 puliets, and they are the surplus of the 
immercial ege farms, or have been bought up in 
iMdreds. Sold as they are they realise 8s. more than 
they were sold as old hens, «and it nays handsomely. 
\6y are hardly likely to lay before the end of 
nuary, and you would be disappointed if you bred 
m them; better stew them. Treat the scaly leg 
th a three per cent. solution of Izal; it is not here- 
ary. (2) Yes, you can have 5 ewt. of any one 


mash or meal through the $.P.B.A. You will see the 
prices quoted in another column, but you must be- 
come a mnember. Yiou wonlld save your subscription 
and a bit more on your first order. 


© 


‘‘Bothered’’ (Bideford). The sample of fish meal 
you send is of zood average quality. There is mot an 
excess of oil, and the symptoms you describe ane not 
thiose which occur if birds are suffering from salt 
poisoning. It is ia pity you did not send me a little 
more information. It is probable that the Dutcher’s 
offal was the real cause of the trouble, and the birds 
are suffering from ptomainie poisoning. As thoy ere 
improving I would do nothing except feed them well. 
A dose of Epsom salts would have been beneficial if 
administered at once; an iron tomie would help now 
more than anything else. (2) Smutty wheat is quite 
unfit. to feed to poultry. (8) I don’t think you are 
studying economy; you are merelly trying to feed on 
cheap foodstufis, and if you don’t mind my being 
frank, you hawven’t an elementary idea of what is 
meant by economy. There is always danger in feed- 
ing damaged grain. | You must try to realise thait 
quality is essential; your cheap middlings amd cheap 
bran are not fit for poultry food. 


(A. M. C.). In such an exposed position you would 


. be far wiser to keep the pullets intensively during the 


winter months. ‘here is nothing to be gained by 
letting them ont on the rough land. No, you are not 
overenowding with 136 birds in the converted shed, 
and there seems no good reasom why it should rot 
amswer well if you put the window on the south side 
as you suggest. (2) I should certainly dub the 
cockerels; you will get better fertilisation if you do, 
and there is no cruelty in the oparation. The ‘‘con- 
plete’ mash given in the article, *‘Modern roultry 
Feeding,’’ wouid be well suited to your pullets which 
you are keeping intensively. ‘The best grain would 
be: Three parts kibbled maize and one wheat. If- 
you use limestone grit oyster shell will be unneces- 
sary. 


G. R. (Herts.). lt ig very*tmusual to receive a eom- 


plaint as to sinall eges from: Black Leghcrrs, and as 
they arte so late in coming into lay, and are laying so 


poorly, I am inciined to think that there is scmething 
wrong with the management. Hither they have been 
badly reared or are undarfed. Will you writie me 
again, and send fuller particulars and samj;2es of the 
food. I can see no reasen to advise you tc chamge 
thie breed which are well suited to your conditions (2) 
If you will read the supplement to the Dairy Show 
wssue of “‘Higgs’’ all your questions re incubation will 
be amswered. [ have not space to answer them here 
to-day. 


D. M. (Mowbray). No, you are mistaken. I have 
never claimed better results frora dry mash feeding 
than wet. I say equal results may be obtained by 
either system, and I am not inolined to ‘‘ shout ”’ 
because the dry mash birds did better in the Glamor- 
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gan Laying Trials. The best way to »vercome the 
the water difficulty would be to put a Little Putnam 
stove under the water vessel. Yes, I think your Lirds 
are doing well, and it is a tnbute to your manage- 
Ynent to get such excellent results. As you say, it 
shows what can be done without spice. I cannot say 
yet what proportion of your birds will be fit for the 
breeding pen, but taking the October records ws a 
standard, there should be five with records of 240 or 
more, and 18 which will pass the 200 mark, if nothing 
untoward. happens. That does not say that everyone 
will be fit to breed from. The October record is a 
very fair indication of what a pullet will lay in her 
year—not infallible, of course, but, as I said, an 
indication. 


C. T. R. (Leominster) I am sorry but I can’t 
remember your sending me some unhatched egys in 
the spring. You see something over 2,000 arrived, 
and its hard to remember one particular lot, even 
when you remind me that you only hatched 52 per 
cent. You say I told you at the time that I was con- 
vineed that the eggs were at fault, and mow you ask 
what I meant by that. What a pity you did not ask 
me at the time. In alll probability I meant that the 
stock birds were at fault, but there is a chance that 
I believed the eggs had been badly stored. Presuin- 
ably I found a dlarge number of the embryos had died 
at a very eanly stage of incubation. This might have 
been due to three causes: Weak fertilisation; bad 
storage; too low a temperature in fhe incubator. ‘The 
machine you mention is a giood one, but at wonulid be 
wise to have the thermometer tested. (2) At present 
I should not say the Red Sussex ‘as a breed were such 
good layers as the Lights, but there is no reason why, 
with eareful breeding, they should not be. 


F. R. (Bootle. I agvee, however good a bird may 
be in other respects, no award shcuid be made if it 
had a crooked breast-bone. The judge may say it 
was an acquired character, due to faulty perching, 
but he camnot be certain of that. Even af it is so, 
the breeder should be penalised for a fault-he could 
have avoided, and if it is not so, it is worse still, as 
to breed from such a bird would be a grave mistake. 
(2) A ricketty condition may be imduced by other 
things besides bad feeding. Bad brooding conditions 
would result in incomplete assimilation of food. It 
may be inherent, due to the dam herself faaling* to 
assimilate sufficient lime, so that the egg from which 
the chicks are hatched may be deficient in that 
respect. (3) No, you can’t improve the size of egg by 
only incubating large eggs, unless these are the 
normal size ilaid by a hen. If she hias taid small 
egos. and then lays one weighing, say, 2}0zs., the 
chick hatched from that egg woulld not lay larger 
egias than its dam, unless the dam was mated to a 
sire fmom a large ege dam. In that case the chick 
might inherit egg size from her sire’s dam, but it 
would mot possess an equal chance of doing so. Your 
latter does not.bore me in the least, so thiere is no 
need to apologise; on ‘the contrary, I find it very 


interestime. 


. 


F. L. M. (Winchester). The ‘samples are of good 
average quality, and your feeding is correct. Your 
mistake was hatching Wyandottes so late as the end 
of May. It is hardlyikely you will get eggs before 
January, and they will be small. Really your best 
plan would be to fatten aly these birds, and seil them| 
as tablle birds; as layers they are nkely to prove most) 
unprofitable. In future don’t ‘hatch Wyandottes| 
after the first week in Apmil. 


B. S. (Castle Danwsyn) sends two samples of shawpg 
and asks which 's the bettcr value--cne at 9s. td) 
ewt., and the other at lls. 6d. That at 11s. 6dias 
almost eyual to seconds flour, and is worth thie money; 
but that at 9s. 6d. is of good average quality, and 
under the circumstances I would advise ““B.S.’’ to ge 
this. As he wishes to know what quantity of pota- 
toes he could use ina mash for laying hens, and whial 
meals it would be necessary to use with them, I wonlld 
advise him to try the foliowmg mash:-—One troad 
bran, one alfalfa meal, four middlings, three potatoes 
one fish meal or meat and bone meal. He mrust te 
member that the potatoes are very deficient m lime 
salts, amd, therefore, it is necessary that he shoul 
use meat and bone meal cr fish meal; and — the 
alfalfa meal would be a great asset. In amswer & 
his further question, R. I .Red cocks would not mak 
a good’ cross with White Leghorn hens. The cros 
should be the other way. 3) 


= 


H. S. M. (Weare) writes to say that he e-uld pur 
chase on reasonable terms, a meal made up of 6 
per cent. barley meal, 25 per cent. sharps, and 1 
fish meal, and wishes to know whether this woul 
make a suitable laying mash. In answer to his ques 
tion, no, it would not make a suibable laying mash 
Tt is far too fattening. The percentage of barley mies 
is too high. He might get better results if 1b wa 
made of:—60 per cent. sharps, 25 per cent. barle 
meal, and 15 fish meal, although that would be & 
no means a model laying mash. <3 


‘ 

A H. (Newberk) wishes to know if barley is goo 
for fowls He has an offer of fine barley ait 8s. 6d 
against wheat at lls. 6d. He dry feeds, and gives 
good two ounces of oats, kibbled maize, and wheat pe 
day---morning and evening. Would he be safei 
substituting barley for wheat? Yes, quite safe. The 
is too much prejudice against the use of barley.” 
would suggest that if he used equal parts barley_au 
kibbled maize he would get better results than ifh 
included oats in the grain mixture. a 


< 


A. ©. (Burnley). Iam ‘publishing shortly an illustr 
tion ‘ofa hopper which will not clog, and cme whieh 
know from practical experience wil! not waste. ——% 
model has already appeared on the 8.P.B.A. stant 
at thie Dairy and Pallace Shows. Tarticulars ot tt 
S.P.B.A. are being sent you by post. a 


r 


£, 
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| Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


BROODINESS AND FEEDING. 


A correspondent, who is anxious to hatch and 
fear with hens during the coming breeding sea- 
gon, asks me to send him a formula which will 
“make hens broody.’”’ I may as well say at once 
hat 1 cannot help him ; there is nothing to be 
wjone in this way. One sees ‘‘ Broody Pills’’ and 
also “‘ Anti-broody Pills’’ advertised, and fre- 
quently I have been asked as to whether they. are 
#ificacious. They are no good at all. Like my 
forrespondent’s question, they are made on the 
assumption that broodiness is caused by a rise of 
Sody temperature, and many people are of opinion 
yhat a \broody hen is feverish. This is a mistake, 
there is no rise in temperature, and the idea that 
ay giving what are called ‘“‘ heating ’’ foods, such 
4S maize and barley, we can induce broodiness 
's altogether wrong. You could not increase a 
fen’s temperature by feeding it on maize and 
varley—that is, a healthy, normal, well-fed hen. 
What arouses the broody instinct, and why it is 
© much more strongly developed in some birds 
han others we do not know. It has nothing what- 
wer to do with the feeding. The best advice I 
van give him is to leave some eggs in the nest. 
f this is done it does appear to arouse the broody 
jastinct. It is no good leaving one or two, ten or 
fwelve at least. It is not infallible, but it has 
“mswered. 


The high price of fish meal has created a demand 
(Or meat meal or meat and bone meal, with the 
jsual result ; the market is flooded with inferior 
amples. In some of these I have found a-con- 
jiderable quantity of hair and hide, and in the 
jaéat and bone an excessive amount of bone. In 
hree cases there has been bad digestive trouble, 
Nut no mortality, and a heavy drop in the egg 
field which one would naturally expect. One 
fannot say definitely that it was due to the meat 
weal. It may have been a coincidence in each 
jase, but there was strong reason for suspecting 
9e@ meat meal was at fault. There are some 
‘amples which have a distinctly rancid smell, and 
\gese should be rejected. Smell, the presence of 
‘air and hide, and’ excessive amount of bone are 
iidications that a sample is not fit for poultry 
eding. 


| If any member of the S.P.B.A. would like to see 
really good sample of Sussex ground oats, I will 
le pleased to send him one on receipt of a stamped 
\Udressed envelope. There is so much sold that 
‘mot the genuine article that a very large number 
\ readers, particularly in the North, do not know 


what it is. Neither do their corn merchants or 
millers appear to know. I have had samples sent 
me this week, at 17/6 and 18/6 per cwt. respec- 
tively. In the former it was obvious that ground 
oat shudes had been added, while the latter was 
coarsely ground, and undoubtedly contained ground 
tapioca root. What is surprising is the high price 
which is often demanded for an inferior sample, 
and on more than one occasion it has been 
described as ‘‘ beautifully white.’’ Now a pure 
sample of Sussex«ground oats is not “‘ beautifully 
white,” and when it is described as such, it is 
pretty safe to say that it is adulterated. A good 
sample should bind when gripped in the hand, just 
as flour will do ; it should be smooth to the touch, 
much as flour is. The husk is hardly perceptible 
to the naked eye. If it is rough to the touch, and 
the husk is easily seen, then you may be: sure it 
is not a Sussex ground oat, or that ground oat 
shudes have been added, and that you are not 
getting value for money. 

It seems very necessary to impress upon readers, 
particularly those who keep fowls in confined runs. 
or commercial egg farmers whose birds. are kept 
almost intensively, and short of green food during 
the winter months, the necessity of supplying the 
calcium salts in some form if we are to get satis- 
factory egg production. Those who supply swedes 
and mangolds as a_ substitute for green food 
should remember that they are very deficient in 
the lime salts; and for that reason can never be 
a complete substitute for green food. Now let us 
compare two mashes, the one we will call deficeint 
and the other complete as far as our knowledge 
goes at present :— 


DEFICIENT. COMPLETE. 
2 lbs. Bran, 1 lb. Alfalfa Meal, 
4 lbs. Middlings, 1 ib. Bran, 
2 lbs. Maize Meal, 4 lbs. Muiddlings, 
1 ib. 8.G.0., 2 lbs. Maize Meal, 
1 lb. Meat Meal or Blood 1 1b, Ground Oats, 
Meal. 1 ib. Fish Meal, or Meat and 
Gireen Food: Swedes or Bone Meal, or Green 
Mangolds. Bone. 
Green Food: Swedes cr 


Mangolds. 


On the first the production of eggs would be 
small, although in the spring and summer with 
birds on free range it would give good results. 
The second would give good results at all times of 
the year, and is a first-class formula, which can 
be used wet or dry. The swedes and mangolds 
are hardly necessary, and are only given to show 
that their deficiencies are supplied \by the alfalfa 
meal and the various animal products. - The first 
formula we can say is badly balanced, and would 
give most unsatisfactory results. The second, as 
far as our knowledge allows ‘us to say at the 
present day, is well balanced, ‘and will always give 
good results—it is a good laying mash. For 
breeders I would double the ground oats and halve 
the maize meal. We are certainly coming to the 
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Correspondence. 


2 ES 
INTENSIVE REARING. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Sur,——The forthcoming rearing season will be the 
third year of my experiments with outdoor in- 
tensive brooding, and | enclose a rough sketch 
giving the main lines on which my apparatus 1S 
constructed, in the hope that it may interest your 
readers or evoke comment which will be helpful. 
This form of rearing has advantages and is worth 
studying. I believe that in a properly constructed 
hover it will be possible to keep the chicks in the 
tresh air irrespective of the weather. Attention 
to their needs is a very simple matter. As soon as 
they know their way about they can be left entirely 
tc their own devices. A visit to renew food and 
drink, and to attend to the lamp, is all that is 
essential, and the floor, being lightly sprinkled 
with dry earth, needs a little fresh soil after rain, 
or in the dry weather, only once in five or six days. 

Greenstuff I have not found 1a necessity, though 
I prefer to provide it. Milk and fresh sods, grass 
side down, will provide vitamins ‘sufficient for 
healthy growth up to 10-12 weeks. Milk alone I 
have found adequate, but it is expensive to rely 
upon as the sole source of salts and vitamins. 

With regard to the brooder, I have given no 
measurements. as my three rearers vary widely, 
being experimental, and anyone who wishes to 
build can use his own discretion. 


ee eae 


A. is the hover house, rather Lem than the 
hover to be used, and is ventilated under the 
eaves, the roof being provided with an outlet for 
fumes. Boarding and roofing may be used for 
this as for the rest of the work. Iam trying one 
rearer made of sheet galvanised iron on 2 x 2 
framing. 

B. is a dining room, very freely ventilated, with 
a glass roof. 

C. is entirely open to the air, the only protection 
being a glass roof. 

D. is the open-air run, the roof being a lift-off 
frame covered with netting. An arch of netting 


over this is shown in the sketch. If only half the 
run is covered over and the whole is arched over, 
the chicks can hop up on to the half cover and Be 
themselves, which they enOy doing. 

1 should ‘add that C. and B. may be about 6 ft. 
by 3 ft. each. As to"D., I have found 106 ft. by. 
3 ft. enough for 60 chicks up to eight weeks, but 
this season am using about 25 ft. by 30 ft. run, 
and hope to keep the birds in until 10-12 weeks, 

If any of your readets care for further particu 
than can be put into this short account I shall be 
glad to furnish them. 

In conclusion, let me say that I have found chick 
reared under intensive conditions to be in every | 
way as good as those brought up in the usual 
way on turf. Indeed, I consider that they are of) 
no small advantage in the matter of vitamins, for 
any fixed run must necessarily very soon lose all 
its tender grass, and certainly all insect life, 
whereas my chicks get a fresh supply of both dailyg 


I ami Sir, yours faithfully, 
P. LARCOM. 


THE POULTRY MAN AND HIS CHICKEN- 
REARING APPLIANCES. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Egos.’’ 


Dear Sir,—On October 28th two lettens were pub-| 
lished in ‘‘F.ggs’’ in reference to my article on ‘ The} 
Poultry Man and His Chicken-Rearing Appliances ’”=| 
that by Mr. Cundy, a trained engineer, was apprecia- | 
tive and valuable. His enquiries for information have} 
been satisfied ; one may hope that he will not be “* for 
it”? in the future so frequently ias in the past. | 


| 
MOBERN POULTRY FEEDING.—Continued. ! 


time when our views as to the value of, animal 
protein will hiave to be modified, and we shall nog) 
calculate the value of a meat meal in 4 s. d. by 
the percentage of albuminoids. We want to test| 
this on the S.P.B.A. experimental farm. We have} 
said a great deal about the superiority of animal) 
over vegetable protein. It is question which 1s] 
certainly in need of further investigation. Alfalfa 
meal has now come to a price which can be re- 
garded as economic, so that its use during the 
winter months is strongly recommended, Where 
there is plenty of green food in the shape of any- 
thing of the cabbage tribe, it is of course unm 
necessary. Good samples of maize germ meal 
are now cheaper than maize meal, and are recom 
mended. Care, however, should ‘be taken, as in 
some cases where the wet method of extraction 
is used they are sometimes packed i in a moist con- 
dition, and they then cause serious digestive 
trouble. If a sample smells at all sour, it is m 
safe to use it. From a feeding point of view, f 

1 


has a better value than maize meal—that iS, 
the sample is a really good one. 


Y) 


: 
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“The hope that he expressed that the bllue-flame 
‘mosphere bummer was an element in the solution of 
paring is well founded—it is, and surely his vigorous 
ondemnation of the flat-wick junk now on the market 
hould lead to its early disappeamance. 


Tne other letter was from Mr. A. Powell, who tells 


s that he was the designer of the “‘first hover of this - 


ype,’ and thus affords am opportunity of saluting 
ne who, should there ever be a Chick Court of 
ustice, may expect, allais! to receive a rough hamdling 

our feathered friends for the unintended suffering 
wlicted on them by the conical metal! hover. 

Unfortunately justice cannot be done. to his criticism 
‘ecause I do not know what he means by ‘‘this type,”’ 
nd the fair ‘attention I should like to give to his 
marks must be held over until he favours us with 
nore details, or, forsooth. a drawing of the hover (‘otf 
his type’). I have written him for these particulars, 
‘ut without result, but may be, Mr. ‘Editor, he will 
‘iindly furnish it to you. 
(In case. however, this hope shiould not mature, 
aay I reaffirm my statement that anyone who sup- 
jOsec a eonical hover can by amy possibility be free 
om: draught, has yet to learn the fundamentals of that 
qwiul instrument. As to the ‘‘curtain resting lightiry 
pon their (the chicks’) backs,’’ I have seen it when 
he heat under the cone has driven them to the 
‘aotherly caresses of that famous fabric: also I have 
een them at 4 am., when it no longer afforded that 
fegree of comfort, and oh, whata talle 14 told! 
Yours truly, 

C. HESKETH. 


VENTILATION. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Su,—In your issue of 4th inst., your con- 
tibutor, Mr. P. S. Campbell, has certainly made 
‘ery significant suggestions, and if they are 
sorrect, the whole poultry stock of the country 
‘aust indeed be in a very bad way, for they always 
Wave been, and still are, the victims of bad venti- 
Jation. It is shocking to think that no house has 
et been made—or if it has been made it was 
4et exhibited iat the Dairy Show—which provided 
‘oper ventilation, i.e., all save one. 


But how does Mr. Campbell account for the 
Serfect health which can be indisputably claimed 
‘Or their stock (amounting in the aggregate to 
brobably hundreds of thousands) by the large 
doultry breeders and poultry farmers, and the 
lens of thousands of the smaller poultry-keepers 
hroughout the country? 

‘The laying records of the present day have, l 
‘resume, not only never been surpassed, but until 
jate years have not to any extent ever been 
Nqualled, and this from layers kept in present-day 
|}Ouses. 


What these records will become when the layers 
are housed in ‘‘ suitable’ houses is enough to 
make one green with envy towards those happy 
poultry-keepers who are able to scrap thei pre- 
sent houses and adopt this most ‘‘ modern ’’ type— 
a type which, by the way, some of us scrapped 
years ago. (Now if the clerk of the weather 
would always keep the wind in the same quarter; 
how easy ventilation would be, even in a house 
ef the design advocated.) 

This design may fbe adopted by the few, who 
do not object to the unsightliness of the roof 
coming right down to the ground, and who perhaps 
may not have given due consideration to the fact 
that the windows are on the roof, and that occa- 
sions arise very often when skylights, do what you 
will (less than very expensive plumbing), will let 
in the water. 

[t is possible that even experts may not have 
kept their eyes sufficiently open to know that 
ridge ventilators have been provided m_ their 
houses by some of the poultry appliance makers 
for the past twenty years or more, and for a 
similar period, other successful ventilating devices 
have been provided in all their best class of house 
by the leading and old-established makers—men 
whom your contributor would hardly class as being 
ignorant of the principles of ventilation, principles 
which have kept the stock of the whole country in 
good health. 

These men may not be theorists, although theory 
is much easier than practice, but their practical 
methods have been the means of enabling them 
to supply a want in poultry houses at a popular 
price. 

With reference to the hovers. Your contributor, 
of course, spoke of those which he saw, but I 
use one (which, I take it, he did not see at the 
Dairy Show), in which the designer has provided 
for an incurrent of fresh air amongst the chicks. 

This hover is used very extensively, and it is 
sometimes advertised in ‘‘Eggs.’’ 

I am, yours faithfully, 
LC CREEIGCUS.S 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES—Continued. 


I would advise you to turn to the 
article on ‘‘Modern Poultry Feeding,’’ and give your 
birds the mash which is recommended there as a 
‘‘eompilete’’ mash. Yes, 18s. cwh. does seern rather 
dear. Give the mash im the morning, and the feed of 
grain at night, about two ounces per bird. It depends 
on whether the hens, which are running out, are able 
to find any,grit. If not, it is advisable to give them 
oyster shell or limestone grit. Jlint grit is useless 
to poultry. Your birds should do weil cn your balf- 
acre of orchard, if fed as advised, and provided they 
are in a condition to lay. 


Bett Ue. 


Bees. 
By E. W. D. MADOC, 
ES Si a eee oS eee. 


THE PREPARATION OF HONEY FOR 
MARKET,.—(I.) 


In the case of comb honey the sections should 
first be scraped clean of propolis, great care being 
taken to avoid damaging the comb, because this 
not only spoils the appearance of the section, but 
honey will drip from the mutilated cells and make 
a sticky mess of the section and of anything with 
which it comes in contact. 


Grading is the next operation, placing the 
sections in three_groups according to their quality. 
No. 1 should be well filled and capped, and the 
cappings of a fairly light colour; No. 2 must be 
fairly well filled and capped, and contains all the 
marketable sections not good enough for the first 
group; No. 3 are those sections not good enough 
for marketing, either because they are not suth- 
ciently full or partly uncapped, or that have been 
badly built or damaged in handling. This last 
group should be used for home consumption, or 
extracted and used next year as ‘‘ bait’’ sections 
to attract the bees into the first crate of ‘sections, 
for which purpose they are very valuable. 


On account, of their fragile nature, the packing 
of sections tor despatch py rail requires to be 
caretully and properly done. Jhey are hrst made 
into parcels Of six wrapped in newspaper, or pre- 
terably greaseproot \paper, and these units are 
then packed in a strong wooden box with a good 
thick layer of straw on top, bottom and sides; the 
bottom layer should be thickest, six ches is none 
too much. The larger the number of sections in 
one box, the less likely are they to be broken, 
because the great weight makes them less easy. tu 
throw about. A slat on each side extending to 
form-handles makes them more easy to handle 
carefully, and is always worth the extra trouble. 
Lastly, the nature of the contents of the ‘box 
should be clearly printed on the labels in large 
easily read letters. Where large numbers of 
sections are produced and sent away by rail a 
special box made of corrugated paper, holding two 
dozen sections, with a separate compartment for 
each section, is frequently used, and takes the 
place of the small parcels of six already mentioned. 
Small numbers of sections are sometimes sent by 
post, but they generally meet with rough hand- 
ling, and only those sections well attached to the 
sides of the section should be sent in this Way, 
and each section must be wrapped in a piece of 
greiaseproof paper to prevent one damagéd section 
making a sticky mess of all the rest, and also to 
avoid damage to other parcels with which it may 
come in contact. 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Pull particulars of membership will be semt by returm eo ff 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Recches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


INCUBATION, | me | 


Since tthe appearance of the supplement to the 
Dairy Show issue of ‘‘Egeos,’’ which deailt with this 
subject, I have neceived letters from readers who say 
they have good results when they have cooled’ their 
uggs, and would I advise them not to cool in future? 
Well, now llet us see. They have good results when | 
they cooled their eggs, and they may believe they got 
good results BECAUSE they cooled their eggs. What 
would be my position if they had @ bad hatch when 
they didn’t cool They woulid immediately say it was 
because. they didn’t cool. I have given a reason why 
eggs should not be cooled, and no one has ever given @ 
reason ‘why they should be. Further, I am able to 
back my reason with practical tests over one season, 
and to give the result of an official test ion a large 
scale. When you write asking me if after obtaining 
good results when cooling, you should follow my 
advice, and not do so, well, I would prefer to leave it 
to-you. 


FIT TO WIN!!! 
“Exhibition Rich Red Cockerel, six months, win anywhere. 
21s. —Approvaill.’’ : 


1 

The above advertisement from a contemporary has 
beem sent ine. The wniter explains that he bought 
the bird in question, and sent a note to the vendor 
telling him he was tileased with hig purchase. He was 
then sent to a show, im the Backyarders’ Section, 
while my correspondent waited at home for his return 
with the first prize card. The bird arrived cardless, 
Next he was sent to another show. ‘In his own 
class there were only four exhibits. The bird again | 
returned eardless, and thie judge told him it had mo 
chance, as it was a. Buff Rhode Island, and wonld | 
have no chamee in the utility classes, because it had | 
only two-finger capacity (when will judges under 
stand that a close-boned bird will breed as good stock 
as one with “‘capacity’’?. Now my friend thinks he 
has been done. In ‘the course of a year we get many 
such complaints as this, and I hope he willl not feel 
hurt at my referring to it here for the benefit of other 
novices. If that bird could have won anywhere, @ 
guinea would hardly have been an exorbitant price 
for him. People don’t sell birds ‘“‘fif to win anywhere” 
for 21s. Just as they can’t afford to sell 1994 White 
Leghorn pulllets which ‘‘ will lay well through the 
winter, and make ideal breeding pens’’ for 3s. 6d. 
each. It is curious that alll this cheap stock is adver 
tised in thie most fulisome manner, and that so many 
people are taken in by it. Is it likely that anyone is” 
gomg to sell birds which lay well iall the winter for 
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g7 Od. each, amd egos at 3s. 6d. a dozen? Wil they 
eH for a guinea a bird which will ‘‘ win anywhere?’ 
Here are hundreds and perhaps thousands of old Whit» 
eghorn hens advertised as 1924 pullets at prices 
arying from 3s. 6d. to 5s. 6d. with a reduction on six, 
nd carriage paad It is a profitaibile Way of cetting 
dof old and worn-out stock, which would otherwise 
ave to be sold for the only punpose for which it ; 


'tted. 


| ee 
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THE WELLINGHAM EXPERIMENTS. 
(Ihave seceived the following report from Miss 
ialicolm on the S.P.B.A. Intensive Experiment :— 

“The birds in this experiment are now nine 
months old. Thiose which matured early and 
went into a pullet moult are eithier through or 
(= nearly through their moult, but some of the later 
|} maturing birds are now in moult. The birds laid 
| during the month of October 1,877 eggs, One 
I bird died in October; ia post-mortem was made, 
| and thie cause was found to be a broken yolk; the 
i) bird was in excellent condition. All the other 
(> birds are very well and active; there are no colds, 

in fact, the birds could not be better.’’ 

The report must be regarded as very satisfactory. 
he pullets, sorne of which started to lay mm June, 
Weraged 143 eges per bird during October. When one 
msiders that many of them were in a partial moult 
WS must be considered good going. Miss Mallen 
MS us that many of the early moulters are through, 
‘id wil soon be contributing to the ege basket again. 
5 some years since I suggested that the early- 
wehed Leghorn was a more profitable proposition 
‘an was generally believed, and further experience 
imfrms this opinion. These 130 birds hatched in 
february have been profitable producers since July. 
qe average per bird during August was 171 egos 
Wds during September, and ‘the. partial moult in 
“tober, which was no doubt in some measure respon- 
ale for the partial moult, explain the decreased yield 
fing these two months, but in spite of that the 
(Oft over ‘the cost of labour and feeding for the two 
(9st trying months of the year has beem very satis- 
(Story. I feel some regret that it will be necessary 
)femove 60 of these pullets to our Experimental 
wm here at the end of the month. 


} 
| 
] 
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| SONTH AFRICAN LAYING TRST. 


‘T have received the following letter from the Sccre- 
ity ot the South African’ Poultry Association (Mr. 
N. Wheeldon) :— 


| Dear Sir—tI wish to bring to your rotice the fact that my 
(ciation has heen finstrumental in getting the Government to 
mgurate an up-to-date Kgg Laying Test open to competitors 
Pwhere in the world, -at the School of Agriculture, Gicn, 
(mee Free State. 

(the pens are now being constructed, and it is estimated that 
leas, 500 will be ready for use about the Ist May next. 
eh bnildine will house about 100 lavers. and each bird will 
| provided with -a separate pen, so that the mist accurate 
joMis may be had. 

fach entry shall consist of five pureé-bred birds, and it is 
@d that more entries will be received from overseas’ breeders 
Bis the case of the cnlly other local test open to breeders 
side South Africa. There is a good market here for tip-top 
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layers, and English co upetitas sending teams across and doing 
well will have no difficulty in diggosing cf their birds should 
they desire to do so. 
The Rules and Regu ations have not yet been framed 
Youns faithfully, 
H. N. WHEELDON, 
P:O. Box 6463, Jchanmesburg 


PRICES OF MASHES, ETC. 


The following meals ean be supplied in 5 ewt. lots 
and upwards of one kind free on rail :— 


Fish Meal (Pure White) 19/3 F.O.R. London. 

% 2 J fe 19/0 F.O.R. Swansea. 

fn ; % rr 19/3. F.O.R. Tynemouth. 
ES m1 19/9 F.O.R. Grimsby. 


Fish Meat with 2 pe. cent. oil content not at present availabie. 


PRICES OF MASHES. Per Cwi. 


Layers. Growers. Breeders. 


F.O.R. LIVERPOOL ... ... 11/8 11/3 11/9 
FOR. LIVERPOOL. ... 12/3 12/3 13/9 
F.O.R LONDON oa: teats 11/6 11/6 12/0 
F.0O.R. LEITH Na eo 10/9 10/6 14/3 
F:0.R. LEICESTER ~~. = 11/0 11/0 11/9 
F O.R. GREENOCK He ea 12/6 12/0 13/3 
F.OR. KING’S LYNN Bae 11/6 11/6 11/9 
F.O.R. BELFAST wea 12/9 42/3 
#.0.R. BRISTOL Rice 11/3 11/3 12/3 
F.O.R. SGUTHAMPTON ... 11/6 12/0 12/0 
F.O.R. PILYMOUTH ... ... 12/6 12/9 42/6 
F.O.R. ABERDEEN se 42/3 11/9 13/9 
F.O.R. HARROGATE 5 12/6 12/6 13/6 
F.O.R. GLASGOW Se 12/9 12/9 
F.O.R. STAFFS, Ae tee 11/6 11/6 12/6 
Sussex Ground Oats F.O.R. Londen: 12/6 per cwt. 
a ¥ » F.O.R. Sussex: 12/9 per cwt. 
32 be ,, F.O.R. Bristcl: 13/0 per cwt. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Carman, P W., School House Farm, Horsmoniden. 
Court, H., “Woodfield,” Millstrood, Whitstable, Kent. 
Tait, W.. Heatherinch Farm, Ladybamk, Fife. 
Salsbury, Miss D, Sayer’s Croft. Ewhurst, Surrey. 
Scott, Miss E. M., Fir Grove Manor, Eversley, Hants. 
Goodricke, A F., Felbridge, Kast Grinsteaid. 
Cunliffe, J, 2, West View, Helmshore, near Manchester. 
Logan, J.. Druin-Dan Deur, Portadown, Ireland 
Gore, The Hon. Mrs., Holton Pace, .-Wheatley, Oxon. 
Verry, H, Sunnyside, South Wootton, near Kings’ Lynn. 
Taylor, G.. ‘Rose Cottage,” Aldford, near Chester. 
French, W. H.. Gladstone Street, Kibwerth, near Leicester. 
McDonald, J. V., Oldhamstocks, Cockburnspath, N.B 
Garne, Mrsi T., Ladbarrow, Aldsworth, Cheltenham. 
Oatley E, Manor Farm, West. Ashton, Trowbridge, Wilts. 
Gwynn, Tieut.-Colonel _R §, D’Arey, Bella Luce, Guernsey. 
Wood, E. M., Burm Oak, Waldron, Sussex. 
Boswell F. A., ait 27, Southtown, Great Yarmouth. 
Turner, G. E.. Duton Hill, Dunmow, Essex. 
Bott, Comm I. C., Oaklands, We'lpond Green, Standon, Herts. 
Roberts, F. H., Oaktree Cottage, Barnstioon, Cheshire. 
Copeland, E.. Chester Road, Nestiom, Cheshire. 
Home, H., The Bungalow, Raby Park, Neston, Cheshire. 
Walker, A. 8. Holly Bank, Agden, near Altrincham, Cheshire. 
Bisgrove, W., 5. Morley Terrace, Radstock. 
Freeman, R., Colne, near St. Ives, Hunts. 
Greenoff, F , 20, Wickworth Street, Nelson, Lancs. 
Perryman, A. C., The White Horse, High Roding, near 
Dunmow, Essex. 
Dent, T.. £3, Lawn Road, Fishponds, Bristol. 
Mann, Miss M. R., Holly Tree Cottage, Lower Peover. bie Meer as 
Cheshire. 
Dunkmore, J., South Albion Cottage, Avonbridge, Scotland. 
Firth, Miss B. M., Hedgerow, Somerford, Christchurch, Hants. 
Sizeland R., School House, Long Itchington, Rugby. 
Warwickshire. 
Burch, A, 14. Simon Place, Jersey, C.1. 
Westerman, E. M., The Nurseries, Sialtfleetby, Louth, Lines. 
Hare, V., Yeomams Road. Strouden, near Christchurch. 
Hewett, W. R., Yeomans Road, Strouden, near Christchurch 
Vavill E., Frewins, Budleigh. Salterton. 
Pennington, Miss C., 712, Carrington Terrace; Leigh Read 
Leigh, Lanca-hire. 
Young, J. M. 5, Brick Buildings Lenminxtown, Scotland 
Pope, N J., The Bungalow. Baldu, Chacewater. 
Warren, F. J., The Nest P.F., 17, Woodmansterne Road, 
Wallington, Surrey 
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Fricker. O, Downside Abbey P.F., Stratton-on-the-Fogse, near 


Forshaw, W. 0., “Woodhouse,” Peaslake, mear Guildford. 
Zenouf, H., PO Stores, West Chiltington, Sussex. : 
Scrase, J. W. E., Barndown P.F., Stonegate, Ticehurst, Sussex. 
Nicholas, Major C P., 23, ene OS ee! Jersey, O.1. 
Staniforth, Miss I. M., Himderwell, 1 0rks. , 

hee gah iL. Manion’ Farm, Thornton-le-fen, New York, Lincs. 
Morrison, W. B., Invergowrie, Hed Dundee, Scotland. 

Black .. Horsecross Mills, Perth. 
Bie! P= Meadow, View, Mickle Trafford, near Chester. 
Murphy, Mrs. L K., Kmockreigh, Adamstown, Go. Wexford. 
Grish, L., Cherry Orchard P.F.. W oodchester, Glos. 


miami ., 60, Emily Street, Keighley. : 
ere Rhodes. Denley Mount, Oakworth, near Keighley. 


r r, H., 39, Belgrave Street, Nelson, Lanes. ; 
BN Ne rae E., Bedford House, ‘I urfpits» Lane, Erdipetan, 


irmingham. 
KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH OF THE S.P.B.A. 


The second Annual Open Utility Poultry Show was held ay 
the Keighley and District Branch of S.P.B.A. in the Drill Hall, 
; ovember 14th, 1925. "Record entries were re- 
ceived fram all parts of England and Wales, and the quality 
of exhibits were voted as excellent. The judges were Messrs. 
Wm. Hamnett, Blackpool, and P. Wainwnght, Castleford. 
Number in brackets signifies number of entries in class. Awards 


Keighley, on N 


were as follows :— ; ; 

Class 1 (5).—A.V. Light Breed, Trio: 1, Mrs. Davidson, 
Summerbridge; 2, F. Preston, Trawden; 3, H, Whiteoak, 
Kijldwick: Res., Rev. ‘W. Parker, Wilton, Tow Law; V.H.C., 
A. Snowdon, Pool. ae 
Hagen! 2 (5).—A.V. Heavy Breed, Triq: l and Sp., H. W hite- 
oak: 2, F. J. Dimmock, Keighley; 8, Joe Hey, Keighley ; 
V.H.C.. G. Willson, Denholme; H. C. Hugh Kershaw, Keighley. 

Class 3 (16).—W. Wyandotte, Maile: 1 and “§.P.B.A. Cup, 
A. G. Pitchford, Todmorden; 2, I. Johnson, Harrogate ; 3, N. 
Sharp, Liversedge; Res., H. Whiteoak; V.H:-C.; A. Adair, 
Huddersfield; H.C., N. Sharp. 

Class % (17).—W. Wyandotte, Female: 1, H. Wihiteoak ; 2, 
A. G. Pitchford; 3, J. Blackburn, East Marton ; Res e209 
Hartley, Haworth; V.H.C., Mus. Clay, M.B.E., Long Preston, 
and N. Hiley, East Morton. 

Class 5 (18).—R.I. Red, Male: 1, G. W. Clegg, Pudsey; 2, 
A. G. Pitchford; 8, W Lodge, Stamingley; Res., Mrs. K. 
Lilley, Silsden; V.H.C., B. Birkhead, Bexley Heath, and Ets 
Holmes, Shelf. 

Class 6 (17).—R.I. Red, Female: 1, H. Holmes; 2, W. Key, 
Boxted; 3, F. Harland, Keighley; Res., Mrs. Davidson; V.H.C.. 
Percy Halll, Cleckheaton. 

Class 7 (5).—Bamnevelder, Male: 1, I. Johnson; 2, Mrs. Clay; 
3, J. Wilson, Penrith; Res., Miss. E. Eunch, Ilkley; V.H.C., 
Miss Eurich. 

Class 8 (8).—Bamnevelder, Female: 1, Miiss Kurich; 2, Mrs. 
Clay; 3, H. Edge, Halesowen; Res., R. J. Burgess, Holmfirth ; 
V.H.C., J. Wilson. a 

Class 9 (8).—L. Sussex, Male: 1, E. Whitaker, Mytholmroyd ; 
2, Mrs. Davidson; 38, H. Oldman, Howden; Res., Davey and 
Son, Sutton-in-Craven; V.H.C., W. Golllett, Braithwaite. 

Class 10 (8).—. /Sussex, Female: 1, —E. Whitaker; 2, H. 
Holmes; 3, R. Fife, Louth; Res., Davey and Son; V.H.C., 
Mrs. Davidson, 

Class 14 (11).—W. Leghorn, Male: 1 and Sp., 2 and 3,. and 
Keighley Members’ Pomts Cup, Harry Whiteoak; Res., F 
Waddington, E. Morton; V.H.C., F. Pollard, Colne, 

Class 12 (13).—White Leghorn, Female: 1, A. Petty, Colne; 
2, H. Holmes; 3, F. Preston; Res., H. Whiteoak: V.H.C.,. 
Mirs, Clay. 

Class 13 (5).—Black Leghorn, Male: 1 and Sp. and 2, Wilson 
and Whitley, Nelson; 8, B. Birkhead: Res., Mrs. Clay; V-H.C., 
Mrs. Wilson, Denholme. : 

Class 14 (17).—Black Leghorn, Female: 1 and 3, E. Gwiffiths, 
Glasshoughton ; 2 and V.H.C., J. H, Fairweather, New Ears- 
wick; Res., B. Birkhead. 

Class 15 (10).—-Exchequer Leghorn, Male: 1 and Sp., Thos, 
Wilson, Heversham; 2 and 3, F. Deboos,; Liaindon, Essex: 
V.H.C., J. J. Dinsdale, Settle; H.C., Frank, Dinsdale, Hawes. 

Class 16 (17).—Exchequer, Leghorn Females: 1 and Sp. 
Thos. Wilson; 2, A. and L. Janes, Pembroke: 3, Joe Hey: 
V.H.C., Wright and Fortune, Keighley; H.C., J. Lewis, Wray. 

Class 17 (3).—Ancona, Male: 1, Vince Moorhouse, Colne; 2, 
Mrs, A, Hanson, Barnsley. 
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Class 18 (6).—Ancona, Female: 1, Sp. and 2, V. Moorhots 
E. Whitaker; V.H.C., Mms. A. E. Hughes, Beverley. 

Class 19 (12).—Buff Rock, Male: 1, R. Rhodes, Ben Rhy 
ding; 2, F, Preston, Keighley; 3, Wright and Fortune; Re 
C. Smith, Keighley; V.H.C., G. Deighton, Hawerth, and 
Skirrow, Hartshead. rf 

Class 20 (8).—Buff Rock, Female: 1, B. Birkhead; 2 and 
and V.H.C., C. Smith; Res., E. Hodgson, Oakworth. 

Class 24 (4).—A.O.V., Male: 1 and Sp., Miss Fowler, Pen 
cowles; 2, F. R. Simpson, Haworth; 3, A. G. Pitchford’ 

Class 22 (5).—A.O.V,, Female: 1, Simpson and Poole, Otle 
2, Mrs. Garnett, Skipton; 3, E. Whitaker; V.H.C., Jimi 
Brayshaw, Keighley. 

Class 23 (5).—Novice: 1 and Sp., 8. Hartley; 2, F. New 
Keighley; 3, J. Blackbur; Res., G. Carr, Nelson. 

Class 24 (9).—Crossbred Pullet (s.c.): 1 and Sp., W. Baile 
Sutton-in-Craven; 2, H. Watson, Keighley 

Class 25.—Cancellled. : 

Class 26 (6).—Aylesbury duck or drake: 1, Ep., 2, 3 @ 
V.H.C., Mns. Willson, Denholme. 

Class 27 (9).—six Brown Eggs: 1, Sp. and V.H.C., Mrs) 
Smith, Baildon; 2, J. Wilson, Penrith; 3, Miss M. io 
hyeighley. E 

Class 28 (5).—Six White Eggs: 1, N. Hiley; 2, Mrs. Brow 
Southwell; 3, Miss M. Stott; V.H.C., H. Kershaw, Keighk 

Members’ Classes.—-Class 29 (9).—Clean-p*ucked fowl: 1 a 
Sp., E.- Hodgson; 2, H. Reynard, Keighley; 3 and Resa 
Barker, -Cullingworth; V.H.C., Miss M. Stott; H.C\,M 
Marsden, Keighley. 

Class 30 (18).—A.V. Light Breed Male: 1, Sp., 2 and 3, 
Whiteoak; Res., F. Waddington; V.H.C., H. Reynard. @ 

Class 34 (19).—A.V. Light Breed Femaie: 1 and Sp. 
Holmes; 2, H. Whiteqak; 3, Wright and Fortune; Res., M| 
Clay; V.H.C., Mrs. G. M. Barker, Cullingworth, and W 
Wharton, Keighley. aa 

Class 32 (23).—A.V. Heavy Breed Male: 1, Sp. and Reé 
A. G. Pitchford; 2, N. Sharp; 3, C. Smith; V-H.C., W. Whaphi 

Ciass 33 (22).—A.V. Heavy Breed «Female: 1 and Sp., 
Whiteoak ; 2, A. G. Pitchford; 3, C. Smith; Res,, A. Snowdk 
V.H.C., N. Hiley and W. Wharton. -| 

Class 34 (10).—A.V. Duck or Drake: 1, Sp. and 2, M| 
Wilson; 8, C. Smith; Res. and V.H.C.,°Mrs. G. M. Barker 

Class 35 (19).—Gift Class: 1, R. A. Dixon, Whitstat 
(ventilated floor for hover); 2 and 3, Mrs. Wilson (Run 
ducks); Res., ‘W. J. Wilson, Denholme (fretwork articles 
V.H.C., Pinnegar and Co., Birmingham (8 pt. Baceelll 
fountain) . A. WILSON, Hon. Secretary 


THE MIDLAND FEDERATION OF FEATHER AND FI 
SOCIETIES. 


Strenuous efforts are in progress by the Midland Federat 
of Feather and Fur Societies im connection with the Si 
Midland Poultry Festival, which is due to take place Jamu 
7th, 8th and 9th, 1926, iin Bingley Hall, Birmingham. : 

A number of interesting features are being added tq | 
usual programme, and it is hoped ito give cinematographic f 
displays and lantern slide illustraticns throughout the wh 
three days, in addition ‘to the usual lectures and demonstratio 

An item of additional interest to the usual programme ¥ 
be a competition for the best kept pens of poultry in Birmi 
ham and Midland-Coumties, particulars of which will be inelix 
in the schedules, which are now ready for distribution am¢ 
poultry-keepers of every description. Application to be made 
the Secretary. ; 

Both sections of the. exhibiting fancy are well catered fo 
namely, Utility and Exhibition. - 

There ave individual classes for almost every breed i 
efiort to cater for even bigger entries, particularly in the Util 
section, than the records that. have been established in previ 
years. i Eig 

A special feature will be the Jarge section purely devoted 
poultry breeders’ exhibition of day-old chicks and eggs” 
hatching; also the classes for inventions divided into f 
sepatate sections for poultry. houses, incubators, rearers, sm 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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: The Palace Show. 
PEERS SESS Rees 


The Crystal Palace is a great show ; the pity of 
jis, that it does not attract a great crowd, 
(though the attendance was much in excess of 
bt year, it was nothing to write home about. 
1 the first day it was decidedly poor, and one 
\d the impression that the majority of those who 
jmed up were exhibitors. On the Wednesday 
“ngs were much better, but’ the last day was 
Most as ‘bad as the first. Why this should be 
is hard to say, the show in itself was wonderful, 
id there was sufficient to attract and interest 
in thosé who are fiot keer poultry-keepers. 
issibly a little more or a little better advertising 
uld attract the public. 

fhe 5.P.B.A. Stand was very effective. Great 
erest was manifested in our food purchase 
meme, the sample of ground oats offered at 
/0 per cwt. proved a great attraction. For the 
jit time in their lives many visitors saw the 
(Quine article, and more than one of those who 
ladled it assured me they weré not able to buy 
‘ything like so good a sample at 20/-. Our 
shes, fish méals atid méat meals attracted many 
juiries, and Many were the congratulations we 
(Sived on the enterprise of the Council in under- 
(ig a scheme whiich has already been of great 
jieht to the industry, atid the development of 
lich is keenly watched. Many of those who 
led at the stand wished to know what we could 
(for the smaller poultry-keeper, who cannot take 
ima 5-cwt. lot. For the presént we can only 
gest that he should combine with two or three 
(Ow-members, although we can promise nothing 
initely until we see how the scheme develops. 
tte is every hope, and good reason to believe, 
‘tin a few months we shall be able to help him. 
2 the utility section the most marked feature 
» the improvement in the benching of the birds. 
| are a very long way indeed from our fancier 
jMds in the art of showing a bird, but there is 
Marked improvement. One is still puzzled with 
ard to what judges are aiming at in Rhode 
ynd Reds. While good colour is highly desirable, 
le is often a tendency to give it a greater im- 
jfance than is warranted. In the hen or pullet 
‘'§ I am certainly of opinion that Mr. W. 
janett* should have Ibeen given the preference 
j° the winner, which had a heavy head, and was 
|med to be coarse, and one would not judge her 
}€ a likely layer, while Mr. Hamnett’s pulle: 
1 production written all over her. He won well 
ta very fine cockerel in the cock or cockere! 
(8 Lord Dewar won in White Leghorns with 
»ekerel: which was well away from any other 
! although Mr. Gow’s second was very nice 
\€d: Blacks were a good show, and there 
2 doubt that they are making great progress. 
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Surely there is no necessity to provide utility 
classes for Barnevelders, it is a new breed, and a 
recognised utility breed. The Club has fixed a 
standard which is in no way opposed to utility 
characters, and it is the height of absurdity to 
drive one section to extremes. It is curious that 
those who chatter so much about the necessity for 
unity should do so much to widen the gulf. The 
Same remark applies to Cuckoo Leghorns. What 
bright spirit suggested a utility section for these? 
Australorps are steadily improving, the Cochiny 
type is perhaps more in evidence, but there is un- 
doubtedly more uniformity. 

Sussex were a great show, even the Buffs, in 
which there is a marked improvement, came up 
well. I was interested in the Whites shown by 
Capt. Chambers. Mr. E. H. Vincent sent me for 
inspection four beautiful pullets in 1921, I men- 
tionéd it in ‘‘Eggs” at the time. Last week I 
Saw some competing in the Midland Test. Need 
less to say, thése are sports from the Light, and 
they are likely to become very popular. Type is 
already fixed, so that there should be no great 
difficulty in ‘breeding them. Reds are attracting 
more attention, but the handsome Browns, grand 
birds as they are, do not seem to , win’ popular 
favour. 

Bresse continue to gain friends. Mrs. Onslow 
Piercy again swept the board with Blacks. In the 
Whites failure was mainly in eye colour, and that 
distinctive mark of the Bresse, the smutty face, 
was entirely absent in many exhibits, while there 
is a tendency to breed too heavy a comb. Mr. 
Barker’s winning cockerel failed badly in lobe, 
and [ thought Mr. Fenwick’s bird the best in the 
class. The winner of hen or pullet Class came 
from the Malvern Pedigree Farm, and was well 
away a typical Bresse. Mr. G. Fox was a good 
second. 

Wyandottes were the most numerous. Time 
was when that honour was claimed for the Orping: 
tons, but ther day is apparently over. although 
breeders are perhaps awaking to the fact that they 
have killed the breed by their extravagances, and 
are endeavouring to mend their ways. I hope it 
is not too late. The ’Dotte breeders are perhaps 
beginning to realise also that the final word is 
“ Utility,” for one got the impression that size 
was not the fetish it used to be, and that judges 
are getting more moderate views. 


appliances and accessories, which be 
Mrs. Tom Newman, 

In order to augment the funds for the New Midland Laying 
Test, which it is: hoped to lay down next yeur, the Midland 
Federation is again qrganising a Mammoth Prize Fund Scheme, 
in which an Austin Seven Motcr Car is being offered for the 
first prize, for the second prize an“A.J.S. Motor Cycle and 
Combination, and the third prize high-class Lady’s or Gent's 
Bicycle. 

In addition to seven hundred other prizes are ti 

awarded. Full particulams can be obtained from our adver- 
tising column in,due course, or direct from the Hon. ( 
Secretary, Mr. ‘A. 
Bromwich. 


will judged by ‘Mr, and 


these over 


he 
Irganisine 


H. Brafin, 63, Old Meeting Street, iWest 
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Correspondence— Continued 


STRAW HOUSES. 


Dear Sir,—I. was very much interested in the article 
by Mr. Price on Straw Houses for Poultry, in the 
Dairy Show issue of ‘Kgs.’ I built two straw poul- 
try houses nearly two years ago, and another this year. 
The ‘binds are ve ry heallvhy in these hiousés; they never 
had a cold even in the bitterest weather llast winter. 
When ibuilding the walls, instead of fastening the 
straw to wire netting, I get some smooth fencing 
wire, and fixed it fo both sides of the posts with small 
staples, starting“at, say, post 14 (on Mr. Price’s plan), 
canrying it round outside the houge to post 18 about 
15 inches from the ground, and returning inside the 
house at the same level, repeating the process 15 
inches higher every time. The straw is then stuffed 
between these wires by drawing it upwards, and held 
ticht by a string tied to b« th wires every 18 inches, 
so that the walls are three to four inches thick, or the 
same thickness as the posts. I then dug a. trench 
about a yard from 3 bottom of the thiouse, and packed 
the soil against the straw—to prevent the bar ‘ds seratch- 
ing it away. The thatch is nine to twelve inches thick 
on the roof, which should be built at a much steeper 
angle tham that shown on the plan. 1 think it is a 
mistake to leave the wall at the end of the roof un- 
eovered, as the wind will blow in, and would take the 
thatch off the roaf during x gale unless the house is in 
a very sheltered position. ‘lhe wind blew in the door- 
way of my straw house before T had finished it and 
put the door on, and took newity hailf the roof off on 
one side. 

The straw house is delightfully cool in the hottest 
weather. $ 

Yours truly, 


CHARLES COLGRAVE. 


THE MARKETING OF ENGLISH BEGGS 

Dear Sir,—-Mr. M. Hammond’ s denuneiation of the 
two-ounce egg fallacy is an opportune and much. 
needed oni. My grocer tells me that Danish and 
Trish eges ‘are oraded to 16lbs. per great hundred. 
This is equivalent to 240zs. per egg. How can our 
diminutive home 15lb. eggs compete with the bicawti- 
fully evaded 16llb. sample? And what a fine advertise- 
ment the Dane will have when onee forengn eges have 
all to be marked ! 

ay, erocer (in Gilasgow) asks me to fete my eges 

o the 16lb. standard, and as he pays me threepence 
a dozen more than our Jocal price, which itself is 
always considerably higher than. alt London, 1 think 
his request is reasoniabile Therefore, those pedigree 
breeders (and they are a large and coed army) 
who guarantee their eges for ‘setting to average two 
vunces. do not interest me in the shigh te vst. 

Will not the S.P.B.A. support t Mr, Hammond and 
many of us smailler egg producers in a 16lbs. EGG 
OAMPAIGN?.. It world. indeed, be doing something 
—(it is for action that Mr. Hammond appetals)—f an 
effort were made through the yowerful agency. of 
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‘“ EGGS ” to induce pedigree and commercial breed 
im mating up their pens for the approaching se se 
to aim at the 2hozs. egg. By another year would 
be too big a step to insist on the 2402. egg stand 
for registered pens? eas 

Personally, i think Mr, Hammond’s system 
grading too elaborate, except perhaps for big comm 
cial farms, and co-operative societies. ‘Tt is t 
elaborate also, I think for the ordinary small grocer), 
for the under-cutting by the Co-operative Society, 
which he refers, this is indeed deplorable from 
general standpoint. As for the members themsel 
of such a society they deserve no sympkithy. 

Again, I repeat, a about a national 16Lb 
CAMPAIGN? It would help the British oroduedl 
eet protituble’ prices far more than the best “Hi 
MORE EGGS” Campaign. that ever was devised. 

Yours faithfully, 
“ JOCKS 


CORRUGATED IRON SHEETS. 


Dear Sir,—-While Ivokng ‘through a poultry b 
to-day I fnd the method of fixing corrugated 4 
sheets recommended, which, to say the least of 1 
ridiculous. That is by nailing it hard down ond 
cross battens. Everyone knows that corrugated § 
sweats most asvfullly an wet or frosty weather, amd t 
above anethod causes the sweat to drip into the ho 
If the bottorn corrugation is lifted off the crass 
by placing a thimble-sh aped plug under the upper] 
rugation, through which the fixing niail should pass 
sweat will run to the bottom of the sheet or sh 
where it would drip to the ground unless a gutter 
pucvided. If the gutter is fixed with the ‘outer 
slightly higher than the bottom end of the ‘s 
there should be no danger of the wind blowing & 
off. 

T may «dd it the abo method ‘is used, with 4 
addition of an underlining of cheap felting (or 
other air-tight material) which should be secur 
fastened to the wall or side and stretched to the 
corfugated iron roofs woulld be mere often see 
poultry yards . 

Yours tr ek 
. YOUN 


EGGS AND MEAT. 


Dear Sir,-—There are two errors in my leé 
under above head, in issue. of 18th inst 
should like to correct. At end of third paragi 
it should read ‘Can average of 157 eggs each 
the third year,’’ not three years ; their average 
first year was 214, for second year 174, thus gl 
an average for the three years of 182. =) 

The other error, which I am afraid was my 
is in the last paragraph i in the fourth line, it sh 
read ‘‘ 156 birds,’? and in seventh line ‘48 
birds, and the average is worked out correct 
these figures 4 

Thanking you, yours truly, 
W. M. APPLET 


’ 
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Market Report. 


| 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, 1925. 

"GRAIN AND FERDING STUFFS .—British wheat is in fair 
apply, and, with a good demand, realises higher prices at 
ondon and Hull, the average price over the markets reported 
‘ging jis. 6d, per cwt. Imported wheat is in small supply and 
‘uotations generally. are slightly higher on the week. Trade 
ie homegrown malting barley records little alteration, and 
yerage prices are unchanged, the London quotation being 
is. 6d. per cwt. Grindins barley is in Httle demand and prices 
‘enerally are slightly lower on the week, British averaging 
ent 8s. Sd. per cwt. Home-grown oats meet a quiet trade at 
scent values, except at Hull! where smaller supplies have 
salised more money. imported oats are scarce on’ spot and 
2cent prices are maintained. Maize meets an Jmproved trade 
‘nd is dearer at all markets, Argentine averaging 9s. per cwt., 
E against 8s. 9d. last week. 

Bran and coarse middlings are in good demand, the former 
emg dearer at most centres and now averages £7 12s. as 
‘@ainst £7 8s. 6d. per ton in the previous week, but the average 
‘rice of the latter is little changed at £8 13s. per ton. Meals 
re firm in vaiue; maize mea! being dearer in sympathy with 
‘ae higher prices ruling for maize. Oil cakes meet a somewhat 
‘uproved trade, linseed cake selling at late rates, while cotton 
ed cake is slightly cheaper in scme instances. 


MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol; £7 17s; Hull, 
7 12s; Liverpool, £7 15s: London, #7 5s. Broad Bran: Huil, 
9 25; London, £8 15s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): London, 
92s; Coarse (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £9; Liverpool, £8 15s: 
‘ondon, £7 17s, Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 10s: Hull, 
.6 15s; London, £7. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 10s; Liverpool, £7 5s. 
(BAL—Barley Meal: Bristol, £9 10s; Hull, £9 10s: l.ondon, 
'917s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £11; Hull, £9 13s; Liverpool, £9 17s: 
jondon, £10. Maize Meat (S. African): Bristol, £9 7s; Hull, 
‘8 10s; Liverpool, £8 7s; London, £8 15s. Maize Germ Meal: 
(ull, £10; London, £9 5s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11; 
fondon, £9 12s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, £1): 
Miverpool, £9 6s; London, £9 i%s. Bean Meal: Hull, #11 3s: 
ondon, £12" 59. Fish Meal: Bristol, £21 10s: Hull, £20 10s; 
‘Iverpool, £20 10s; London, £20. 

| EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY, 

Best selected eggs continue to advance in price owing to 
1e shortage, while little attention is paid to the fairly plentiful 
fferings of cheaper sorts. Rather more bRyuiry is moticeabie 
ps dead poultry, but so far little change in price is recorded 

Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 23s 9d; Irish, 32s 0d. 
Js Od; Danish, 32s 9d, 31s 0d: Dutch, 30s 6d, 29s 0d: French, 
is Od, 23s 0d; Belgian, 285 9d, 27s 3d; Italian, 24s 9d, 23s 0d: 
aMadian, 21s 0d. 20s 0d: Lithuanian, 17s 6d, 16s 6d: Polish, 
is 6d, iSs 0d; Chinese, 15s 3d, 13s 9d; Russian, 17s 0d, 13s 3d; 
ustralian, 23s 6d, 22s 0d: South African, 22s Od, 19s 6d. 

Dead Poultry (per 1b.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 6d, 1s 2d; Irish, 


| 
|) 2d, is Od; Others, is 3d, 1s Od. Dueks, 1s 2d, 1s. 0d. Geese, 
0d, 10d. Turkeys, is 5d, 1s 2d. 


EGGS. 

Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 3s 9d; Second, 3s 6d. Birmingham: 
inst, 3s 49d: Second, 3s 0d. Bridgwater: First, 4s 14d; Second, 
94d. Chelmsford: First, 3s 63d; Second, 3s 43d. Colchester: 
‘vst, 3s 91d: Second, 3s id, Doncaster: First, 3s 10d; Second, 
i 8d. Exeter: First, 3s 6d. Hereford: First, 3s 6d. King’s Lynn: 
jirst, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 0d. Llandilo: First, 3s 9d. Mold: First, 
|} 6d; Second, 3s 4d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 9d; Second, 3s 6d. 
(Orwich: First, 3s 4d; Second, 2s lid. Oswestry: First, 3s 7d. 
‘€nzance: First, 3s 3d: Second, 3s 2d. Saffron Walden: First, 
| Tad; Second, 3s 0d. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 3s 5d: Second, 
| ¢d. Salisbury: First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 5d. Skipton: First, 

6d. Truro: First, 3s 2d. Welshpool: First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. 
Jarlisle: First 4s | 0d. *Derby: First, 3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 
} fa. *Lincoln: First, 3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 4s 0d; Second, 


*York: First, 3s 10d; Second, 3s 9d. 


| FOWLS. 
Per Doz—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
ist, 153 6d; Second. 743 6d. Dorchester: First, 3s 43d; Second, 
Exeter: First, 1s 3d. Wereford: First, 1s 2d; Second, 1s 0d. 
landilo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 4d. Newport (Mon.): First, 
6d; Second, is 2d. Truro: First, 1s 4d: Welshpool: First, 
~6d; Second, 1s 4d. *Derby First, t5s 6d; Second, {4s 0d. 
|Pswieh: First, 13 5d. *Lincoln: First, ts 6d; Second; 43s 6d. 
| Brewsbury : First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s $d, *York: First, {5s 0d; 
fwond, t4s 0d. 

DUCKS. 


| Per Doz.—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
| mst, t6s 0d: Second, i5s 0d. Dorchester: First, 2s id; Second, 
10d. Exeter: First, is 2d. Hereford: First, ts 2d; Second, 


| (Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consider 
contributions. Criticisms and queries a-e invited. 


Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
of ‘‘ Eggs’’ to their poultry-keeping friends. 


Subscription to ‘‘ EGGS,” 12s. 8d. per annum; 6s. 4d. for 
six months, 3s. 3d. three months, post free. 


Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 


Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


All communications with regard to Advertisements should be 
addressed to Mr. S. H. Burles, ‘‘Eggs,’’ 94, Farncombe Street, 
London, S.E.16. Telephone: HOP 894. 


Classified Advertisements Rates will be found at top of first page 
of classified advertisements. 


NOTICE TG ADVERTISERS. 


Owing te Gs ever-imorearing circulation of “ Eggs." fe 
tmperstive thet sew advertisement: and alitrations are recetred 
by PiBST POST GN FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion tn ths 
following Wednesday's issue, It is hardly necessary to add thai 
the earlicr im the week we recelye copy the better it is for everr- 
ons gomtcran ds. 


Ciaseifed Advertisement Rates will be found at tap ef firet page 
ef classifed advertisements. 


PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless com- 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MONDAY 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK'S ISSUE, 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


Mrs. Wilson, Secretary of the Keighley and Dis- 
trict Branch, asks me to announce that the Cups 
won ‘by members of the branch in the Federation 
Laying Test, and in the Second Annual Show will 
be distributed in the Crotona Hall, Keighley, on 
December 2nd, at seven o’clock. A Semi-Whist 


Drive and Social will follow the distribution of 
prizes. All members and friends are cordially 


invited. 


14g Od. Lilandilo: First,.1s 7d; Second, 1s 4d. Welshpool: First, 
1s 5d; Second, 1s 3d. *Derby. Virst, {5s Od; Second, {4s 0d. 
*Ipswich: First, 1s 4d. *S8hrewsbury: First, 1s 6d; Second, is 3d. 
*York: First, 45s 6d, Second, t5s 0d, 

* At tkese markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 


ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to preducers hy retailers. t Per head. 
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Classified Advertisements. 


(PREPAID RATES.) 


Id. per word—minimum charge, is. 0d.; 13 
insertions at price of 12. Bold headlines 
inserted at an extra charge per insertion 
according to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra $d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, Tor ihaly: 


DAY-OLD CHICKS ,,_ ,, 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table will be of assist- 
ance :— 


9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
i/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 


When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller correspending size 
type will be used. 


Insertion constitutes acknowledgment. of 

remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted. 


Advertisements must be distinctly 
marked with the Heading under which 
they are to appear. 


Advertisements must be written on a 
separate sheet of paper, and one side 
of the paper only. 


Name and Address to be counted. In the 
case of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘‘ Box,” ‘Eggs,’ 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, 8.E.16, to be counted as 
eight words, i.e., making a total extra 
charge of 1s. 8d. (is. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 


Advertisements must reach this office 
FIRST POST FRIDAYS 


for insertion in the following Wednesday’s 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be inserted in the next issue. 


PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY, 
AVOID MISPRINTING OF 

NAMES AND ADDRESSBS, 
SHOULD BE WRITTEN 


CHARACTERS, 


and TO 
STRAINS, 
THESE 
IN PRINTED 


Displayed Advertisements, 


Ordinary Page, £8 15s. 6d.; Half Page, 
£4 7s. 9d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d.; One 
Column, £2 18s. 6d.; Half Column, £1 9g, 3d.; 
Quarter Column, 14s. 9d. One inch, 68. 6d. 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Cover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounts for Series. 
Sony Scale of Advertising Rates on appli- 
cation. 


Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H. 
BURLES, “EGGS,” 94, FARNCOMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16, MUST REACH 


COS ST 
US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 
SL ES WB 


for insertion in following issue. Those 
received later will be inserted in the next 
issue. 


A DEPOSIT SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 
to make full use of same. When remitting 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the full 
amount of purchase money should be sent, 
and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of same. Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 
sent direct to The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Bussex. 
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ECCS. 


FOR SALE. 


ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
Hhongwick P.F, Princes Risborough, Bucks 
R.I. Reds. Runner and Khaki-Campbell 


Ducks. Eggs, Chicks and Stock Birds. List 
free. Satisfaction insisted on. 


T’S not the cost of feed that 
counts, it’s the cost of pro- 
ducing egos. 


ra) 


Ful-O-Pep Mash makes fowls 
lay better eggs and for a much 
longer laying period. At the 
same time it increases stamina 
and constitutional vigour. That 
is why Ful-O-Pep eggs are so 
economically produced. 


Ful-O-Pep-raised birds are “full 
of pep.” See their wonderful 
health and vigour—look at their 
glossy and well-grown plumage. 
A teed that will grow good 
feathers always produces best 
conditioned birds—the kind that 
lay best and longest. 


Ful-O-Pep Mash is made from eleven 
different ingredients and contains just 
the right amount of amino acids and 
minerals scientifically blended. 


UL-(:PEP 


m= LAYING MASH 


NO MIXING: NO HEATING WATER: NO TROUBLE 


The Ful-O-Peb Handy Monthly Guide 
tellsyou all about correct feeding, Save 
time and money by sending a postcard 
for acopy to-day. This bovk has detailed 
suggestions for every month in the 
year. It also contains 12 monthly egg 
charts for you to record your eggs. 
Free and postage paid. 


Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds are made and guaranteed by 
QUAKER OATS Ltd.. 11, Finsbury Sq., London, E.C.2. 


as 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 
Light Sussex Eggs (Cook’s-Slade); 4 


dczen. White Wyandotte (Barron’s); 
diozen.—Miss Gregg, Little Chart, Ke 


Capt. BARNES, KENIL WORT) 
Light Sussex or R.I.R. Eggs ro 
l 


—— 


framed birds; 45s., 100; 24s.. 50; 
Now ready or for later delivery. A 
and White Leghorns 
ee 


EGGS FOR SPRING CHICKE) 

Dr. Harbord (winner, ist Bath an 
Table Fowl) is now booking orders 
livery. Octeber onwards; £3 per 100; 
for 15. No replacements. From his 
Light Sussex and R.I.R. Pens; . note 
ee size and quality.—Detling, 
tone, 


LIGHT SUSSEX EGGS, 
For Spring Chicken trade. but 
enough to save for stock birds A 
hens; 50s., 100; Red and Brown Susse 
100, or 45s., mixed. Selected Stock, 10 
My strain was started 1905, and is 
the finest in the country for eggs an 
points.—Hodges, Heathfield, Sussex. 
A tee So a i = Ge ie oe 


ECCS AND CHICKS, 
FOR SALE. 


Light Suisisex Eggs; 100, 40s.; 50, 20; 
riage paid. Ohicks double.—Paynte 
Lawn, Lampton Road, Hounslow. 

MARSH DAISIES. 

Orders now being booked. Wheate) 
and 16s. Buffs, Blacks or Whites, 1 
sitting. Chicks double——Hemelryk, 0 
House, Partridge Green 
4 LA BRESSE. 

Orders now being booked. Whites. 1 
sitting. Chicks double-—Hemelryk, 0 
House, Partridge Green. a 


EGGS FOR SPRING CHICKE] 

20z. Kggs from big-framed Light § 

453, 100 -— Major Disney-Roebuck, 
Meavy P F., Yelverton. 


TABLE. POULTRY. : 

Eggs from Special Table Crosses, fi 
ducing highest class Spring Chicke 
6d. dozen; £3, 100  Unfertiles replay 
Simmins, M.S.P.B.A., Heathfield, { 
Established 1911 


SPRING CHICKS! 
SPRING CHICKS! 


Thousands of Fertile Eggs availabl 
large-framed Light Sussex; 50s., 100; , 
£00; £21 5s., 1,000. Assorted Suasse} 
Red, Buff Orp., White Wyandotte 
Rarrei Rock eggs; 45s, 100; £10, &f 
16s., 1,000. Unfertiles not replaced; 
cent. fertility guaranteed. Order nm 
fore the rush. Eggs ready now, | 
be despatched on dates specified if ' 


in time. Day-Old Chicks available 
January. May we quote you for yt 
quirements? © We have a flock of 


5,000 hardy, healthy birds. Send for 
trated Catalogue, free. 


EASTMAN BROS., 
SUFFOLK POULTRY FARM, 
HADLEIGH. “| 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, | 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, 


I am now hatching about 20 dozen 
Sussex and W. Wyandotte Chicks pe 
over and above my own requiremen 
are from my best stock, consists 
mature birds of massive frame al 
texture, and eminently suitable for 
table chicken trade. Iam prepared:t 
orders for regular supplies over ] 
of one or two months; 10s. 6d. pe 
Carriage paid. — Harold Record, 8 
Fordingbridge, Hanits. 4 


GOLD MEDAL STRAI 


WHITE LEGHORNS. 
Winmers of National Laying Test, § 
2, 1925. Booking sitting of eggs, 15s. 
Pullets, Cockerels, from 12s. 6d @j 
Bingley, Balsham Manor Farm, Gam 


a Wednesday, December 2nd, 1925. 


(Founded in 1912 by RANDOLPH MECH 


fistered at the @.P.0. cif a Natacaved Bdited by 1 TOM NEWMAN. ey rae hwelve Months Post Fr ee 12/8 
EXIT. No. 25. Copyrig Price TWOPENCE, “elo oer be ae 


zi a ; i - aT ag a? om 


\) 


LIGHT SUSSEX HEN 
First in Harper-Adams’ Single Pen Test. 255 Eggs in 48 weeks. 
! 


‘Bred by and the ‘Property of AA 


W. M,. GOLDEN, Easglesfield Poultry Farm, Leire. Rughy. 
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December 2nd, 19¢ 
me | 


EXAMINE MY PRICES 


ARE YOU PAYING MORE? 


WHY NOT BUY YOUR MASHES AND CORN AT 
MARK LANE PRICES? - 


Reduce Food and Labour Costs—Increase Your Egg Yield! 


THE VERY BEST INGREDIENTS AND CAREFUL MIXING 
GUARANTEED. 


1 ton. 10 cwts. 5 cwts. 


Assorted order or any ome grade. 


Tom Newman’s Laying Mash ... 
Tom Neuman’s Growing Mash 
Tom Newman’s Breeding Mash 
Poultry Mixture, sifted, very best 
Kibbled Maize—no better obtain- 
able (screened) 
Ground Oats—the genuine ‘article 
No, 2 Canada Western Oats 
Meat and Bone Meal ... 
Yellow Maize Meal or White 
Maize Germ Meal .. 

Alfalfa Meal—very best quality 
Soya Bean Meal ree < 
Oyster Sheil ; 

Cockle Shell or beat Flint “Grit 


Per cwt. free on rails at Horley Stm. 
miles at small advance. For smaller quantities. add 3d. per 
owt. to 5 cwt. prices, Carriage paid prices quoted, also 
any other article and samples supplied. Granaries always 
open—you can watch mixing and examine ingredients. 


F. A. YOUNG Junr., 


Farmers’ Service Stores, STATION ROAD, HORLEY. 


Bankers: Barclays, Horley 


d. s d. a 


7 10103 11 0 
Ovadt 744 > 4148 
6 410-11 

O19%,. 6. 42% 9 
6° 449 12 0 
Ge. £9 9° 1850 
Gee 190. 5.49 5 
6 ik 9 16 0 
Oe 14:.0 S418 
92,40 3-40 9 
3 18 9 16 8 
9218-0. 413.3 
C2 6:0 <6: 8 
6 40 4&6 


Delivered within 15 


"Phone: Horley 279. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed, Unsolicited Testimonials Sent. 


Eclipse 
Poultry 
Houses 


Manufactured 
by 2 
PRACTICAL 
POULTRY 

FARMER. 


SATISFACTORY VENTILATION IS. PROVED BY ESUIER, NOT BY THEORY ONLY. 


LIGHT al 
COCKERELS 


Early hatched from individually 
recorded non-broody Hens } 


The “HEYDOWN” STRAIN of Light | 
Sussex will be found to combine the 
incomparable table qualities of the breed 
with unusually High Egg Production. — 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 


“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 


A No. TI. 
(60 ft. x 12 fhm 


Supplied ta | 
Capt. J. C. Suttem, | 
Parklands, | 


B 
Mayes Green,-* 
te 


Ockley, Surrey. 


Our own experience over @ period of nearly 10 years with ‘‘ Eclipse’ Houses hae been absolute immunity from cold | 


HERBERT W MARTIN, 


roup, or kindred ailments amongst the stock so housed. 


This we believe would also be the testimony of all our customers. With these houses FLOOR VENTILATION is nat | 
necessary, but is provided for and obtained when desired by the simple adjustment of window buttons. E- 


FPullest enquiries and inspection invited. “ 


PERIVALE POULTRY FARM & APPLIANCE WORK 
EAST HARLING, — NORFOLK 
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PROFESSOR THOMSON TELLS US HOW. 


" It’s easy enough, he says, to increase the 
€gg output of our fowls by 50 per cent., and 
that without increased expense. ’’—(‘‘ Small- 


| ~holder.’’) 


Sounds sensational, doesn’t it? But the ques- 
(i arises to whom is Professor Thomson address- 
3 himself, to the average commercial egg farmer 
this country, or to the ordinai y farmer who 
€5 not trouble himself about fowls? If to the 
#€r we can understand, if to the former we can 
ly suggest the Professor is talking without his 
ok. On the average commercial egg farm in 
{§ country the production per bird is about 150 
gs, and Professor Thomson calmly tells us that 
S €asy to raise it by 50 per cent., or to 225 eggs 
Ebird: We will do him the justice to think that 
believes what he says, and bless his simple 
th. And what is the solution of the problem ? 
nsive poultry-keeping, feeding, ‘‘full and 
| 2 and, as we have shown in another place, 
ding eight varieties of grain, some of them so 
| aoe as to be prohibitive in this country, as 
@inst the two or three varieties commonly used 
, and a mash consisting of three kinds of 
ba as against one in which we use five or 
» Ot maybe seven. What is there in it? We 
id some of our carbohydrates and- fats in the 
sh and in the grain, he feeds them practically 
ee the grain. We feed them in the more 
mestible form, i.e., mealed, and he asks us to 
itéve that because of this shight difference he 
| oa get 50 per cent. more eggs from the 
Stralian hen, and that climatic conditions have 
dung whatever to do with the better results 
ich he claims. 


' We have now thousands of breeders who 
Can do their average of well over 200 eggs 
Per annum. My own hens do over 300.” 


ofessor Thomson should have said a little 
fe or a little less. We are perfectly sure he is 
asking us to believe: that his own hens 
\ERAGE over 300 eggs per bird, yet that is 
a he has conveyed. When he speaks of his 
uSands of breeders who can do their average of 


well over 200 eggs per annum, of what class of 
breeder are they, and what number of birds do 
they keep? What are the flock averages of flocks 
of, Say, 400 or over? We have several birds which 
have laid over 300 eggs in this country. A Wyan- 
dotte laid 324 eggs in the twelve months in the 
Northern Ireland Test, and a Buff Orpington pullet 
bred in this country, competed in one of the 
American Tests, and laid 343 eggs. The Professor 
should be a little more explicit—what is the size 
of his flock which average Over 300 eggs? 

The world has*not discovered what a true in- 
tensive house is, at least Professor Thomson says 
so, and we are inclined to agree with him so far. 
Now let us see his own views :— 


‘" My idea of an intensive house is one I 
use myself, a house in which I ran 200 laying 


hens for five years without ever cleaning :t 
out.”’ 


Does Professor Thomson think we clean out 
houses fairly regularly because we like doing it? 
Does he imagine that climatic conditions have 
nothing to do with it, that for him it is an easy 
Inatter to keep his litter dry, and that here it is 
an utter impossibility, and that damp litter is one 
of the most fertile sources of disease? 

The house appears to be one of the ordinary 
lean-to type. Professor Thomson’s description is 
as follows :— 


‘Look at an ordinary fowl house to-day in 
Britain. Look at all the roosts, they are all 
waste of timber, and waste of labour, and 
breeders of disease. Look at the dropping 
boards. They are all not only lumber, but 
waste of timber more so than the roosts ; 
breeders of disease a hundred times more so 
than the roosts. Look at all the nests inside ; 
look at them covered with droppings ; awful to 
look at, aren’t they? Quite repulsive. 

Cut them all out. Not only are they all un- 
necessary, but they are a menace to your 
fowls. Inside an intensive house there should 
be nothing whatever in the way of lumber, 
only the four bare walls. What a saving of 
labour, what a saving of disease, what a 
saving from loss. 


The floor of an-intensive house should be 
raised higher than the surrounding surface to 
prevent damp. It can be either natural or 
boarded, so long as it is higher than the sur- 
rounding surface, It should be first covereci 
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with about 1} inches deep of sand, coal ashes 
or wood ashes. Then—but let me here point 
out to you that what I am going to say 1S 
the basic secret of success in all intensive 
poultry-keeping ventures——over the sand, or 
ashes, put straw, dry grass, peat moss, Or 
any dry litter. 

The deeper this litter, the better. Mine 1s 
3 feet deep! I have seen nothing deeper 1n 
this country than 3 inches, ee is not a 
tenth part of what is required. 

“With, the four lbare walls and the bedded 
house, everything is there which the fowls 
require, except the nests. In my houses the 
nests are built outside the building, with a 
shutter which can shut all the hens off from 
the nests in the evening, to prevent them from 
attempting to roost or go broody in the nests. 
All houses must be of first-class con- 
struction, well ventilated but free from 
draughts and absolutely dry. The two secrets 
are the basic sand bottoms and absolutely dry 
conditions, neglect of either of which will cause 
failure.” 

We fancy Professor [Thomson has been content 
to visit one or two general farms i this country, 
and so form his estimate of British poultry farm- 
ing, or he has viewed everything with a jaundiced 
eye. Presumably he images that he 1s telling us 
something very original, and as far as houses 
without perches are concerned he certainly has. 
But he has not yet convinced us that it would be 
wise to adopt such methods over here, and before 
he makes such a sweeping denunciation of our 
methods it would be wise to be acquainted with 
our conditions. We are certainly of opinion that 
a bunch of fowls would be healthier when perching 
than when crowded together on the floor. 

With regard to his comment on nest boxes, we 
have never seen them covered with droppings as 
he describes, and is there not just a possibility of 
a large number of eggs being laid and lost in 
that 3 feet of litter, without Professor Thomson’s 
hens are especially well conducted? He is entirely 
wrong when he says our system of housing and 
feeding are entirely obsolete. They are far better 
adapted to our conditions than those he describes, 
that is a point he entirely misses. 


_ ‘There are only three breeds worth keep- 
ing: Black Orpingtons, which he maintains 
lead the world, White Leghorns, and Lang- 
shans.”’ 


This is sheer nonsense. We have Wyandottes, 
Buff Rocks, Black Leghorns, not to mention 
Sussex, which is probably a_ better breed than 
either of those he mentions. His challenge to test 
the Black Orpingtons with our “ star ’? breeds, as 
he terms them, has already been answered. They 
have competed in our National Tests, and the re- 
sult has been that they have compared unfavour- 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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Answers to Queries. | 
By the EDITOR. as | 


DUCKS. 


/ 
} 
J 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Wareop Vicarage, Westmoreland, wi 
answers all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extren 
urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appe 
in these columns. : ee 


POST-MORTEMS. 
ey 


“RODIKS "| for post-mortem examination should be sent } 
Major C, G. Saunders, D.S.O., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., ‘Farrii) 
Koad, West Worthing. i 


reply by post. ! 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch ai) 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunden) 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules wh: 
sending hirds for post-mortem examination and also as. 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package, | 
ey 

REPLIES BY POST. 


: ¥ i 
teplies by post (Not Post-Mcrtems) can only be sent to mK 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of %. 6d. Dp} 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, amd relat i 
every phase ot poultry-keeping ‘=xcept post-mortem examir 
tions. Members of the 8.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by po 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT. frc 
Major Sauders). ae 


ALI: questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saundk| 
does not reply to questions either by post or through thé 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


“Regular Reader ’’ (Herbury). The sample of mat! 
is a very good one as far as the quality of the 1 
eredients is concerned, but I think at would be adv 
able to reduce the bran by one pound for the fom) 
for winter egg production. Under your conditions 
would change to the following formula :—Ib. bra 
Ith alfalfe meal, 4ibs. middilings, 13]lbs. maize mei 
Lb. vround oats, and Ub. fish meal. This is very ia 
for your R.I. Red March pullets to be still mq 
moulé. I should add four per cent. linseed meal 
the mash, and give the birds a little imon tonite 
follows :—Dissolve two ounces of sulphate of inom im 
quart of water, and add one tablespoonful of the ‘sol 
dion te every pint of drinking water, anid continue | 
a fortnight. giving it a week’s mest. This would ass 
them now With regard to the rats, I am i 
eaunot advise you as to their extermination. eT 
greatest success which | have obtained in getting} 
of them was tc place a galvanised bin 2ft. 6im. high 
the centre of the house This was filled with me 
and the quantity gradually reduced until it got ve 


= 
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ably with our own breeds. If those who import 
them had value for their money, and if they 
in any way representative of the breed, we ¢ 
only say Professor Thomson will have to dem 
strate this to us in a practical manner. There 
one thing he has to learn, and that is 
tremendous influence of climatic conditions. 


Deeember 2nd, 1925. 


tow. When the eats jumped in they could not crawl 
ap the sides of the bin and consequently were trapped 
jand lolied. Kither water glass or lime are the best 
means of preserving eggs for future domestic use, but 
)fat ts not intended to keep them for a long time, 
amply buttering them willl answer. 


~ Beginner’? (Somerset) writes: “My pullets do not 
ippear to eat enough mash. The result is they are not 
laying at all well, I also find them thin about the 
bdomen. A?! the pulllets have shown signs of broodi- 
tess = That accounts for low production to a certain 
)xtent.--It is extraordinary that all the pullets show 
gms of Ibroudiness at this season of the year, and my 
impression is that they are not a very good lot.. The 


hs that they are not producing would be one reason 
p 
t 


w the low consumption of mash, but as ‘ Beginner’* 
nds them thin about the abdomen the probaible cause 
s that they are in under condition. I should, there- 
re, be inclined to give them a small feed of wet 
mash al mid-day. Just moister some of the dry mash 
‘ith cold water. I expect this poor production is the 
psult of poor eondition 
| 
| G. K. B. (Henlley-in-Arden) very kindly sends me 
me stigvestions on poultry house construction, and 
@seribes an ‘‘Apex’ lousa, i2ft. x Sit , with drop- 
img board §=Uniortunataly I cannot reproduce same, 
i the diasrams are mot clearly enough defined. His 
§mdows and nest boxes are on one side. and the 
“opping board on the other. He emplloyed the induc- 
bn system used in the latest monkey house at the Zoo, 
(@ miet valve empioyed being a Tobin’s Tube with a 
Malie valve. On top of the ‘ube there is an outlet 
"the ridge, which G. K. 6. says has proved mos} 
ecessful, and he iis about to construct a 32ft. x 12ft. x 
it. Apex of fibre cement sheeting. He encloses 
mples of foodstuffs. Meat meal at 20s. ewt., de 
ered to door. This is fairly satisfactory. Sharps at 
18 9d. per 14 cwt., which are good. Ground oats at 
Ss -which are only just fair. Maize meal only 
ioderate. Broad bran good sample. but at 12s. ewt. 
(very hich price. G. K. B. asks if I think birds 
auld lay any better if given warm water to drink. 
*t keeping the water warm with a small lamp under 
Yes, I think this iis most likely, particularly where 
‘y mash is fed, as birds in very eold weather do not 


(ink water so readily 


iF.N (Linfield) sends samples of the iwredients of 
‘Mash which he himself mixes, and which his birds 
Whardly tech. ‘The broad bran at 10s. 9d. ewt. is 
(eor sample, and is merely ordinary bran which has 
em passed through the rollers twice and flattened out. 
ound oats at 15s. 3d. wre not ““Sussex’’ eround, but 


/* ood value for the money, and might be used in 
se of Sussex ground oats. The sample of middlings 
(Ts. 3d are of fair average quality. Fish meal at 
¥as.a good sample JI cannot detect anything in 
yof these ingredients which would prevent the birds 
(MM eating iit. The birds are on three-quarters of an 
Sof vrass. I would suggest to “F. N.’”’ that he 
mges his methods of feeding. and instead of feeding 
‘ounce ot grain in the momning and nicht, that he 
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gives the whole two ounces at night, and none in the 
morning, leaving the birds to forage for themselves, 
and go back and eat the mash. It is probably this 
ounce of grain in the morning which is preventing 
them consuming sufficient mash, and thus the sraalli 
ege production, — 


M. M. (Tower Hill) wishes to change from wet to 
dry mash. she hag 60 pullets and 40 two-year-old 
hens. All these have been laying quite welll during 
October, and now ther object is to change to dry mash, 
and save llabour, and she wishes to know whether the 
change sugeested woulld be likely to cause a drop in 
the ege yield if carried iout at this time of the year. 
i do not think such j change coulld be made at this 
time ot the year without causing a drop in the egg 
yield It would be better to wait until the Spring. 
The change should be very gradual in amy case. Dry 
and wet mash should be both fed for a few days, and 
then the latter gradually reduced until the birds could 
dio without it, but I would not unider any circum- 
stances change it at this time of the year, particularly 
as the days are so short. Her present method of 
feeding is quite satisfactory. She need not be afraid 
to feed the kibbled manze. 


N. F. H. (Kilkenny) wishes to know how to 
Improve size of Black Minorcas. She complains 
that they used to be so much bigger than the 
Leghotn, but nowadays they ‘are gradually becom- 
ing their size, and smaller. Her birds actually 
have laid a good two-ounce egg and over, but she 
considers they are on the small size, and she js 
wondering if she could improve the strain by cross- 
ing with a black heavy breed of a good egg strain. 
she does not like crossing and knows | do not 
approve of it always, but would be glad of my 
opinion. Would it help, she asks, to import a 
few sittings from. Spain? ‘‘N.F.H.”’ could not 
make a greater mistake than to cross with 3 
black heavy breed. It would take years to get 
the Minorca type again, and, not only that, when 
yOu cross for a specific purpose, such as improve- 
ment in size, it is always well to remember that 
you bring in other factors, many of which are 
undesirable, besides size—-slow maturity, and 
broodiness for example—which would take some 
years to eliminate. The best plan to follow would 
be careful selection, fixing a standard size from 
which to breed, and not using precocious pullets. 
A male slightly above the average size would have 
to come from a dam with a good record to he!» 
matters, but if there is any loss of size on the 
female side she will not get much help from the 
male. That’ is thesebest advice I can give 
N.F.H.” I do. not think she can improve her 
strain by importing bigger birds from Spain. She 
could improve size by careful selection and fixing 
a standard which she thinks desirable. - 


“Anxious”? (Carterton) writes asking if, when 
recommending no oats ait this season of the year, 
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I mean during the moult, or all through tiie 
winter. I do not consider oats are such good egs 
producers as either wheat or maize, and for that 
reason I do not recommend feeding them, ‘espect- 
ally during the winter months. The formula for 
the Wellingham mixture was as follows :-—20 lbs. 
bran, 45 middlings, 10 Sussex ground oats, I0 
maize meal, 5 dried yeast, 5 soya bean meal, 5 
dried milk. My correspondent encloses two sam- 
ples of toppings—-one at 12/4, which makes the 
mash very wet and sticky, and the other at 10/6. 
She is mixing the two. No. 1 is equal to a low- 
grade flour, and this accounts for its making the 
mash sticky. The combination of the two 1s quite 
all right. The meat meal is a fairly good sample 
at 17/6. There is sufficient bone in it without the 
addition of any more. 


H. M. W. (Hele) is using the following dry 
mash for layers:—8 parts middlings, 4 bran, 2 
ground oats, 2 maize germ, and 1 fish meal, and 
1 dried yeast. He wishes to now know our 
formula. \‘H.M.W.’s’’ mash is: practically an 
S.P.B.A. formula, but as unextracted dried yeast 
is now not an economical food I would suggest 
he doubles the amount of fish meal, or, to make 
the mash chealper still, that he obtains a sample 
of meat and bone meal. If this latter has 50 per 
cent. albuminoids he would not find the results 
creatly differ from those obtained when using fish 
meal. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE 8.P.B A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
wreeders, of farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A 
Vhis idea is quite incorrect. The 5.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of. poultry-keepers, trom the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
with it many advantages, namely: Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many other 
advantages too mumerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN. The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, 
Sussex. The financial year began on Ist September. 


—— 


HANTS LAYING TRIALS.—First Period. 


Section A—Mr B A. King (W.L.), 63 eggs; Mrs. T. P. Cordery 
(W.L'. 54; A. PF. W. Holdaway (W.L.), 50- 

Section B.—Miss W. Clarke (W.W.), 74 eggs: J H. Thompson 
(W.W.), 29; Mrs. T. Cordery (W.W.), 28. 


Modern Poultry Feeding. i 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


SOMEONE ASTONISHED. 


I have received the following letter from Mr. G. 
Palmer, of Winchester :— 


“ Gir-—I was astonished ito read in * Eggs’ that you advik 
kibbled maize as the grain ration for egg production. My RJ 
Reds and Wyandottes are laying—but not on maize—s0 per ceni 
of egys. L would avo.d such a feed as I would poison, 1t atta 
its immediate end, but its final results, in my experience, spe 
disaster. Maize fed so inevitably lays the foundation of intestim 
fat. ds the prime factor in early (broodiness, especially wit 
heavy breeds like the Rhode Island Reds; but even with Le 
horns if is inadvisalyle and risky. No, Sir, ube only soun 
advice for egg production in winter 1s a balanced ration. 
don’t suppose you will publish this emphatic protest, but yc 
ought to do so, because it is the tiuth and of vital concern 1 
every poultry farmer.”’ : oa 

: 


Wihy I should not publish this emphatic protes 
passes my comprehension I have possibly had 
much experience with maize feeding as Mr. Palme: 
and the hag merely made ian assertion which he tel 
us és the truth. What evidence has he to offer the 
he is correct in what he says? He states that 1% | 
the prime faictor in early broodiness. I hiave fed som 
hundreds of Rhode Ishamd,Red pullets on maize 
year through, and have sometimes badly wanted 
broody hen in January and February, and there We 
not one to be had. Has Mr. Palmer any figures 
ean give us, comparison of two flocks, the one fe 
on niaize, and the one not? If so, and he will sen 
thera to me, I shall be omily too pleased to publis 
them, but let them be comparative figures, or the 
will he of no value—that is, birds of thie same age ar 
breeding. # | 


| 


Now we come to the old story that maize lays 4h 
foundation of intestinal fat. It is very old, anda) 
origin has often ‘been explained im these column 
Mr Palmer may be assured of one thing, that-a he 
in production: will not put on internal fat, even 1 sh 
is fed on maize, but she will put on internal 7a) 
whether she tis fed on maize or not, when she isa} 
producing. A hen that is producing eggs 1s not ab 
to store fat in any quantity. She needs it to for 
yolks of eggs, anid if there is a shortage of fats in th) 
food she will draw very heavily on her bodily reserve 
There are individualgs-with a predisposition to pute 
fat, and they would do so, however they may bede 
I must assumic, as Mr. Palmer asserts that maize) 
the prime factor in early broodiness, that he believ) 
that broodiness can be induced by feeding what a 
known as ‘“‘heatine’ foods. Hias he ever tried foadis 
heavy breeds on maize to induce broodiness? I Va 
and failed sionally, for I once believed as Mr. P 
does. and said so, and had to acknowledge myself | 
the wrong. | 3 


Now Tam going to quote, for Mr. Palmer’s bem 
Professor Thomson, poultry adviser to the Hawke 
Agricultural College, Sydney, Australia. 
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| 71 would rather not do this, 
| to ibe told by one who is certainly not well acquainted 

with the conditions here. that we are 25 years behind 
the times; but the information willl be help ful to Mr. 


Palmer. This is taken from an article by Professor 
Thomson, in the ‘* Smallholidieg’’ :-— 
» Then, again, the universal belief was, amd still largely is, 


that mize, or Indian com, was no good for egg production. 
We demonstrated to the worlid that maize is the most valuable 
|poultry food, and can be fed largely to fowls.”’ 


In America maize is fed in far great proportion 
than any other cereal, both in the mash and as grain, 
while the same rule dbtains in South Africa. 


As to the remark that the ‘‘onlly sound advice for 
lege production in winter is a ballanced ration,’’ does 
‘Mr. Palmer mean to imply that you cannot have a 
ibalanced ration if you feed maize? If he does he is 
‘surely wrong, and. if he does not, would it be a 
balanced ration if it resulted in the laying om of in- 
ternal fat? 


| Now if Mr. Palmer willl oblise me with actual com- 
Paraitive figures, showing the inerease of broodiness 
With maize, as against non-broodiness without it, facts 
Which will show that it is risky and inadvisable to 
‘Need it to Leghorns, and any other reliable evidence he 
an preduce, ii will promise him to publish every 
Word of it. It will not worry me if he proves me 
Wong, and whatever happens I am afraid I shall still 
fntinue to feed maize. I can’t say that the value of 
‘Maize was demonstrated to me by Professor Thomson, 
Orin my young days boiled maize was believed to be 
he finest food for ege production, but it certainly did 
nake old hens and non-producens fat. 


ane -FULL AND PLENTY RULE.’ 


professor Thomson in the ‘’Smuaiilhiolider’’ -— 


_ ven in enlightened circles the policy adyocated by all was, 
on’ feed fowls too much, feed them skimp, feed them just 
“hat they will eat up clean and no more. 

ere’s the arux of the whole question, You people in the 
other Country still believe in that policy; we in Australia, as 
(esult of innumerable experiments. have learnt better. That 
T why I say you are 25 years Ibehind the times; you are away 
ek in 1900, instead of 1925. 


)Now what doés this wonderful feeding amount to? 
he birds are given erain ad. _ fed at night, in 
tter, two or three feet Say kibbled maize. wheat, 
anley, hemp seed, linseed, canary seed and millet 
&§7 a.m the birds are oiven the “followin mash :— 

ne part ‘broad bran. three puzrts middlings, Stuskeek 
at neat meal. The bran is wetted with half the 
ilk of water, and dried down with the mididlings, 


Ad sprinkled over with the meat. At 11 a.m. they 
ot Breen cut clover cr flucerne. 
"After all this talk of our being 25 years behind, anid 


(Peference to ian English mash. containing seven in- 
Iedients, as wompared with three, we find the reall 
flerence is that we prefer to feed more substance to 
if mash in the way of ground oats, miaize meal, or 


(Sout meall, knowing that in this form it is more 
‘Bestible, whille our grain mixture. imstead of being 


‘Mposed of eicht ingredients, usually consists of two 


| 
) 


for it 4s rather irritatiy ne 
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or three Says Professor Thomson: ‘‘Before me now 
ws 1 write is an Enelish mash recipe containing m0 
less than seven separate ingredients.’ 


Before me now as I write, is an Australian grain 


recipe containing no less than EIGHT separate ingre- 
dients. 


Perhaps Professor Thomson- can explain to us why 
such expensive seeds ias hemp, linseed, anid canary 
seed are fed for egg production, and when they are 
thrown into litter ‘three feet deep, whether there is 
any waste or not? Ais hie sajys this ‘hiouse hias not been 
cheaned out for five years, the latter question may be 
rather difficult to answer. He claims that his system 
of feeding has given the greatest results in any part of 
the world. I can only advise my readers not to plunge 


on it. I entirely agree with the professor as to feed- 
ing ‘full and pile nty, and acknowledge that there is 
much under-feex ding, to which attention has been 


called many times im these columns. I have often 
written that you cannot overfeed the growing pullet or 
the laying hen. I eannot see th: at ‘hig boaatad system 
of fe eding has anything to recommend it over the Ss- 
tems usually practise ed in this country. It reaily 
consists in giving more carbohydrates as grain than in 
the mealed form, ankd that tis alll 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE LAYING TEST. 


For Month ended November 6th. 


The following is the report on ate Gloucestershire Laying 
Test (under the supervision of Mr. L. G. Price, County Instructor 
in Poultry Keeping) for the first month ended November 6th: 

There are £20 pullets and 37 ducks competing, and duning the 
month 4,139 eggs have beem collected in respect of the former, 
giving am average of 12.9 per pullilet 

The weather during the early part of the month was wet. 
Vhere appears to be less mumber.of birds showing signs of 
moultiung than in previous years. ‘The majority of the pullets 
are of good size, type and quality, and it is evident that all have 
sce down well. 

The method of scoring for the month under review is:— 


Grade A. and B. eggs count 5 and 4 poimts respectively, and 
Grade ©. eggs are recorded, but nio poimts awarded 


Section A. (1), White Wyandotte (Professional). ‘Five birds 
constitute a pen)—T. L. Davies, 526 pts.; H. Ludlow Hewitt. 480; 
G W. H. Roberts, 435; P. M. Hinton, 386. 

Section A. (2). A. 0.Y. Heavy Breed (Professional).—C. D. Pratt 
(Buff Kock). 522; G. H. EL Simmons (Buff Rock), 519; G. B. Met- 
calfe (R.IR.), 510; M. C. Bedile (R.I.R.), 447. 

Section A. (3). White Leghorn (Psofessional).—Sherborne Park 
PF. (56), 511, Bibury P.F., 442; Sherborne Park P.F, (1), th Dg onas 1S 
L. Brown, 407 


Section A, ‘4), A.O.V. Light Breed (Professional).-—F. W. 
Clifford (B.L)., 380; J L. Brown (Amcoma), 343; H. S. Hitch 
(Ancona), 273; Capt. E. Anderson (Amicona), 236. 


Section B. (i). A.V. Heavy Breed. (Confined to owners of not 
more than 5) laying head) —G. _ Bond (W.W.), 478: W. P. Mer- 
rett (W.W.), 449; E. A. Craft (L.S.), 278; J. C. Dee (R.I.B.), 222 

Section B (2). A.V. Light rend? (Confined to owners cf 
not more tham 50 laying head)—E. G. Brown (W.L.), 180: GC. BK. 
Skirten (W.L.), 147; F. E. FKowler (BL.), 83 

Pen Duck Section. (Four ducks to a pen). 


—S. J. Phillips 
(K.C:, &0; G. H. H. Simmons (K.C.), 73: Mrs. H. I. 


Hanks) (K.C.), 


68; G. B. Young (K.C.). 48 
SINGLE PEN SECTION. 
Section 1. White Leghorns.—Fielding Smith (4), 115: L. Grist 
(14), 116; Churchdown P. Farm, 105: G. H Simmonds, 95. 


Section 2. 
H. Baylis, 
Section 3. 
90; Miss M. 


White Wyandotte—H. W. Stephens (30), 120; Mias 
114; F. A. Welch, 105: 1. Grist, 105. 
Rhode Island Red—F A. Welch, 105; W. 


Bingle, 
Lawrence, 90; M. C. Beale, 85. 


Section 4. A.0O.V. Light Breed.—Whiite caer Martin (B.L.), 73; 
Churchdown VP.F (B.L.), 30; R. Sysum (B.L)., 

Section 5. 4.O.V. Heavy Breed: Pitti Clapham (Buff 
Rock), i10. Mrs E. Weinholt (Aus. Orp.), 110; G. B. Young (U..S.), 
105: J G. Herbert (B’Veld). 104 


Section 6. Ducks.—G. H. H. Simmons, 28; Major J. G. Dueg- 
dale (3), 27; H. L. Hamks, 27; H. W. Fowles (9), 24: H. W. Fowles 
(2), 24 


(Signed) R 


A. and A. M. JOHNSON, 
Te. Se t-te Poultry Farm, Chalford. 


H. 8. WRIGHT, Hon. Sec., 


Shire Hall. Gloucester. 
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December 2nd, 1925. 


A Year on a Poultry 


Farm. 
By Lieut.-Colonel J. MACRORY, D.S.O. 


CHAPTER IV. 

in the first three chapters we have dealt chiefly 
with the rearing of chicks, the vagaries of incu- 
bators, and such like—in other words, chiefly with 
tne expenses of this highly scientific profession. 

But there is another side, which is really the 
important side, and that is the income side. 

Jet us-now consider this problem. 

In all commercial egg farms at least three- 
quarters of the income 1s derived from the humble 
market egg—the type that accompanies the break- 
fast bacon—not the high-grade, heavy density 
ovoid that enters the jaws of the inculbator—the 
real income provider enters the jaws of the men 
and women of this great historic Empire. The 
incubators, the brooders, and all that sort of thing 
are only a means to an end—a highly scientific 
means to a highly desirable end, the accumulation 
of vast wealth in the pockets» of the bloated 
capitalist who. runs the whole vast enterprise. 

Now let us consider the income side of Ardmore 
Poultry Farm. 

Very unsatisfactory in the spring of 1924. 

During November a new poultry genius had been 
enrolled on the staff. Needless to say he knew 
all that there was to be known about the humble 
hen-bird, whose scientific name 1s, I believe, the 
Common Gallinule. Equally needless to say, I (at 
first) believed him implicitly, and let him have his 
own sweet way with the hens. Up went the egg 
supply in November, 1924, and up went the prices. 

Excellent! I had no fault to,find. At the end 
of November, 1924, I had pouched nearly £300 
out of the common or garden eating eggs, and 
Was promised even more glowing things m 
December. 

Alas! it was not to be.. December fell off, and 
i only pocketed 4200 odd for the practically pure 
albumen sent out from this farm. ? 

The downward curve became more strongly pro- 
nounced during January, and the expert hinted 
darkly at cheap feeding and other errors on my 
part as the source of the trouble. 

The curve continued to drop. 

We bought the most expensive food on the 
market and ran riot in our expenditure. 

The curve continued to drop! 

By the end of February I was a broken man, 
and most of my rare-eggs were broken too, as the 
results of thin shells and other defects. 

Luckily March came along, and (as dear old 
Walter Hogan puts it) even the worst hens will 
lay a few eggs ‘‘ when the crows lay.”’ 


Between the hens and the crows I did manage 
to market a few eggs in_ March. | 
In April a rapid increase took place—the hens 
were thoroughly ashamed of themselves, no doubf, 
and did their best to make up for past errors. — 
But evil is wrought by want of eggs as well a: 
by want of legs. I have written before about the 
troubles caused by the dreaded “‘ leg weakness ”| 
in chicks, but it is as nothing compared to the 
more terrible crime of ‘‘egg weakness ’’ in then 
parents. What is the good of laymg five eggs ¢ 
week in March at a penny each, when you haw 
laid no eggs per week in December at fourpenci 
each? It 1s, to say the least of it, a poor sort 0 
gratitude towards the now unbloated capitalis 
who has provided you with food, shelter and amuse 
ment during the winter months. = 
The best remedy against this sort of thing 1 
that advocated by the late Lord Fisher, ‘* Saal 
the lot.’ The only objection to this excellen 
advice is that if you continue to sack the lot when 
ever they happen to displease you, you will soo 
have no lot to sack. In other words, you wl 
cease to be a poultry farmer. 
So that itis evident that we must use moderatio 
even in this sacking business. 
On looking back over this period of the Ardmor 
history, I have come to the conclusion that th 
hens were forced during November, and that) 
paid heavily for this forcing for” the next thre 
months. Luckily, however, we did not force 
breeding pens, and my four hundred best bite 
laid steadily an average of about one egg per bu 
per month during November and December, 192: 
Eeg farming, as you will now see, 1s a high 
lucrative profession. | 
From my records of five years I trace that 
have always two very unprofitable months annual 
-_February and October. Under my system) 
find that egg production falls very heavily | 
February, and, ‘as the price also falls, this mon 
is the worst of the year for income. % 
Every October, again, I find egg procuga 
practically at its lowest point. The hens a 
moulting, and so are the early. hatched pullet 
which start to lay in June and July. The lat 
hatched pullets are not yet into their stride, 
that things look gloomy in the extreme: E 
prices are, however, fairly high in October,” 
that the income is higher than in February. It 
usually sufficient to pay the feeding bill and t 
wages during the month, but leaves previous lit 
to enter the pockets of the owner. =| 
The ‘‘ October problem ’’ is, in fact, one whi 
! am perpetually trying to solve, but-have noty 
succeeded in doing. 4 
As far as egg producticn goes, I find that 
months may be placed in the following order} 
numbers of eggs :—April, May, June, Marq 
August, July, September, November, .Decemb) 


: 
| 
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Straw Houses. 


| By L. G. PRICE. 


In answer to the correspondence in ‘‘Eggs,’’ with 
jeference to my article on ‘‘Straw Houses,’’ I should 
imei dike ti thank the Hditar for his note to readers on 
Mage 924 of the November 11th issue, that it was not 
Jaimed that they were perfect, and that it is easy to 
ondemn, particularly without having even seen them. 


Many poultry-keepers when chatting to me about - 


These houses have condemned them, but. afiter they 
iad exhausted their criticisms, I asked them to come 
nd see for themselves. This offer was accepted in 
Many cases, and after a thorough inspection many 
wave built them on their own pllaces. 
YA shirt while ago the Misses Ransford inspected 
‘ome of these houses, and their remarks were: “They 
and the stock looks well. 


bok neat and comfortable, 
Ye shall try them! 

| Fielding Smith, late manager to Tom Barron, whio 
‘uilds wooden houses for sale, satd after his inspec 
fiom: “I hhke them, and shall build one.’’ 

| These are opinions from practical poultry breeders 
ihe have used almost every kind of house on the 
aarket. 

(Ido not claim them to be perfect, but will be erate- 
ai to your readers for suggestions to make them so. 
‘Ld claim that they are are (see letter by “Light 
ussex ‘) economical in construction, free from 
maughte where the birds roost, and on the floors, 
Yell ventilated, and that stock does exceptionally well 
them. Yes, there is a machine that maikes ready- 
de thatch, which thatch is frequently advertised. 
This week I saw a house being made of it, at Mr. 
| ¥. Thornton’s Hinton Poultry Farm, Sharpness, 
te thatch being supplied by the Cotswelid Construc- 
on Company, and, in my opinion, it looks as if it wiil 
@ effective, and any one can fix it without any know- 
dge Gi thatching. It can be purchased in jieneths 
‘fas already been brought to the notice of rural 
‘dustrias 

Be letter by F. J. Hemelryk. Had he inquired for 
® at the S.P.B.A. Stand at the Dairy Show, he 
wid easily have got in touch with me, for I spent 
‘eonsiderble time there explaining the model I had 
‘tthe stand. 

Re the keeping out of rats. If he cares to use au 
all enough mesh netting, and sink same in the 
(ound two feet, and then turn it out one foot, it will 
‘ep them out. Fill all rat holes wp with carbide, 
ar water on same, and stop up holes, and thereby 
8 them 

Keep some cats, a terrier dog. and a ferret; use rat 
‘tps, and if ithese methods fail. wse one of the poisons 
at are often advertised as not harmful to poultry. 
Yes, a little ventilation willl come through the straw, 
Gif he will look again at the plan, he will note that 
* ends anid window also allliow of ventilation. 

he the costings. As many of the poultry-keepers in 
Micestershire are general farmers, the. costings are 


| 
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not quite the same, as most of them have the 


materials on their farms. 

They stand well in windy parts. There is one on the 
top ef the Cotswolld Hills, and this has stood the test, 
being about 650 feet above sea level. They are cer- 
tainly pleasing to the eye. 

Here let me add a word for the general farmer, who 
is so frequently condemned. I find them the best of 
friends; ever ready to improve their poultry. Teach: 
thern that they can build a house with the materials 
they have on ‘hand, without having to go too deeply 
inte their pockets, amid we shall soon see houses on 
the farm that are comfortable and healthy for the 
stock. and easy for the farmer’s wife to keep: clean, 
anid to walk about in. 

Readers may be surprised to learn that I have had 
to write our Editor for as many of the plans as he cam 
spare me, and that most of them are for general 
farmers, who appreciate the printing of this plan in 
“higegs.’’ Mr. Newman may have had some letters to 
answer on this subject, tut [f cam assure hin: it has 
made me some work in that ine. 

Ke letter from B. Reddaway. Unless you have a 
lease or own the land, at would be as well to build 
them in sections. As to this types of house being cnee 
used in Kent, willl he kindly try and get me a photo of 
same—-any old print—for I would tike to make corn- 
parisons. 

Wil F. E. Richings please read October 21st issue, 
page 25°. 

I put down there the actual costings, so why buy 
two toms of straw. Get good wheat straw, or even 
ready-made thatch. 

Re three-inch mesh wire netting. 
you wish to do so 

Dealing with she bottmm of the houses being played 
havoc with by the ravbits, etc., look again at the plan, 
and you will see this is guarded against by using 
board at the pcttium. In addition, you could: run an 
extra piece of wire netting round the outside tf you 
wish, hut in practice have found no need to do so. 

As the ears of the straw are ali threshed out, and 
in thatching are always covered by the next layer of 
straw (see any thatched building) there has been no 
trouble with the birds pulling the thatching avout. 

Placing im an orchard hias been found to work well. 


‘ise smatler if 


A YEAR ON A POULTRY FARM—Continued. 


January, October, February, and in the following 
order for income from eggs :—November, Decem- 
ber, September, May, August, April, January, 
June, July, October, March, February. 

The income ' varies to a certiain extent, some- 
times March being several places higher, but 
February nearly always occupies its proud position 
of bottom of the class, with October not very much 
above it. 

The artificial light which is used almost univers- 
ally on this farm has a good deal to do with the 
monthly egg cycles, as I shall explain later on. 

In the meantime, I think we will close this 
chapter and hope for better things in the next. 


aaaay 
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On one farm where this has been dene other houses 
wili shortly be erected in their orchards. 

In doing so, as open a site as possible should be 
selected. 

Durability I have carefully studied, and at Coles- 
houme, near Cirencester, Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. F. 
WV. Stanley has a shed thatched with ready-made 
straw thatch, by unskilled labour. This has been up 
seven years and is gtilll eood. I ean point to others 
similar, also to straw plow ultry houses that are lasting 
to all appearances Just as w alll. 

fuy I be permitted to ask Mr. Richings the name 
ae uddress of the lady who ha the straw house that 
the birds have pulled to pieces. and I wall try to see 
same, for IJ feel sure poe expterience that if the 
thatching, ete., was carried out as suggested in my 
article, such would not be the ase, and T will try 
and find out the cause, and if in my power, remedy it. 

I. shall he pleased to give readers any further par- 
ticulars if possible 


LANCASHIRE FEDERATION OF UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETIES. 


THIRD ANNUAL LAYING COMPETITION, 16th October, 1924, to 
16th September, 1925. 


Special Notice to Members.—Dikstribution of Prizes will take place 
at the Cafe Orient. Friargate. Preston, on Saturday. 12th Decem- 
ber at 6.30 pm., by Mr. F. W. Parton, of Leeds University. 


REPORT. 


The Federation's Third Annual Laying Competition was held 
at the Lancashire County Council Farm, Hutton, under the 
supervision of Mr. C. H. Dobbin, the County Poultry Instructor. 
Im the Large Breeders’ Sections there were 81 pens of three birds 
each, and in the Small Breeders’ Sections, for single birds, the 
Bans totalled 53. The competition was divided inito six sections, 
as follows :— 


Large Breeders’ Sections (Three Birds)—1: White Sine 
33 pens: 2: Black Leghorns, 7 pens. and Amconas, 2 pens; 3: White 
Wyandotte, 22 pens; 4: Rhode Island Reds, 15 pens, and Buff 
Rocks, 2 pens. 

Small Breeders’ Sections (Single Birds)—1: White Leghorus, 
23 birds; and Black Leghorns, 7 birds; 2, White Wyandottes, 19 
birds. and Rhede Islamd Reds, 4 birds. 

Tne Federation tender their sincere thanks to the Lancashire 
County Conneil for the excellent p"ant they erected for the con- 
dicting of the ests, and particularly Mr. Dobbin for the way 
he managed the competition Unfortunately forty-five deaths 
eccurred from various causes, otherwise everything was in good 
order. The average eggs per bird this year was 15769 against 
138.1 last year, which is very satisfactory. : 

E. COLLIER, Organising Secretary. 
Hoylands Poultry Farm, Ingol, Presiton. 


SCOMPETITION RECORDS.—Egge Production and Averages. 
Large Breeders’ Test. 


MS ) cat : ; oes ciated 
rape Ra Mee irds ‘otal No. of Individua 
Section. _—_ Breed. in Died. Eggs Eggs Bird in 
; Section laid. per Bird Section. 
1—WHITE LEGHORNS~ ........ 99 10. ~=—.: 17046 172.4 256 
:.—BLAUCK T.EGHORNGS _.......... 21 3 3096 147.4 245 
“NOO NAG 235-sieecheorastet oe cces 6 — €82 147 180 
3—WHITE WYANDOTTES _... 66 18 9493 143.8 230 
4—RHCDE ISLAND REDS _... 45 v4 6877 152.8 258 
RUFF ROCKS pte st: 6 — 909 151.5 184 
Small Breeders’ Test. 
1.-WHIT"! LEGHORNS _......... 23 3 3860 167.8 230 
RLACK LEGHORNS ........ ‘ 7 it 1263 180.4 214 
2.—WHITE WYANDOTIYES _... 19 3 2665 140.3 220 
RHODE ISLAND REDS .. 4 — 585 146 3 217 
Pavailsar verses ces 296 45 46676 157.69 


AWARDS. 

Large Breeders’ Sections.—Silver Challenge Oup for Best Pen: 
Mr R Beesley, West Moss Farm, Ballam, Lytham. Gold Medal 
for Rest Pen in Section 1: Mr. R. Beesley, West Moss Farm, Bal- 
lam, L[ytham. Silver Meda! for Second Pern in Section 1: Mr. 
J Booth, Alt Hill Farm, Parkbridge, Ashton-under-Lyne. Bronze 
Medal for Third Pen in Section 1: Mr. A. C. Harrison, Willow 
Bank, Colne. Gold Medal for Best Pen in Section 2: Mr. 0. Raw- 
lins n, Burley Grange P.F., Egg Bridge, Waverton. Silver Medal 
for Second Pen in Section 2: Mrs. J. H. Hill, The Green, Poulton- 
le-Fiyde: Bronze Medal for Third Pen in Section 2: Mr. F. Lore, 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 


December 2nd, 1925. 


where. 


Correspondence. ; 


WHY ONE COMMERCIAL EGG FARMER RUN 
WHITE LEGHORNS. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Sir,—In. view of Mr. Appleton’s Rhode Islaa 
Red records, the following White Leghorn figures mr 
be of interest. The pullets were hatched in abo 
equal number on March 4th, 29th, and April 21st; 3 
pullets were divided into two flocks of 100 and 25 
They were in no way selected, and, with the exce 
tion of 20. which were sold, were the whole of @ 
pulllets reared in 1924. 1 do not traptnest, so le 
not give individual scores, but the flock figures we 
as follows :—100 pulllets from September Ist, 1924, | 
August 30th, 1925, laid 19,414 eggs, and the 250 pt 
lets during the same period 47,656, giving an avera 
for the 12 months of 191 eggs per bird. They la 
1,204 eges previous to Ist ‘September, 1924. 
 ppleton’s figures appear to cover 18 month 
namely, from September Ist, 1924, to Septemb 
S0th, 192€. During that period my own 350 pullle 
iaid 700,061 -agers, “making an average of 200 egg 
Mr. Appleton’s figures, w orked out in the same we 
show 195 eggs per bird for the 140 birds whi 
excludes those which died. Of my own 350 pullets) 
died or were killed during the 12 months, and 
August 20th, 1925. 65 were solid to make room 4 
erowing birds. Hiad I been able to have adjusted i) 
by trap-nesting, as Mr. Appletiom has done, my avera 
would appear even better. 

My monthly figures for 2 nominal flock of 600 | 
(hens and pulliets) are :— 


1924. 1925. 1925. 
Sept, : 6,480. Jian. : 8.980 May 11,69) 
Oct. : 5 409, Feb. : 9,737 June 1003 
Noy,: 5.481 Mar. : 12,379 July ~ 8,88) 
Dec. 7,173 Apl.: 12,399 Aug: . Saga 


which shows quite a good proportion of winter eg} 
My figures for this September and October are é¥ 


better, namely, 8,769 and 6,822 respectively. | 
Yours faithfully, | 
T. G. HEATON 


| 


6, Pleasant View, Stubley Mill Road, Littleboro’. Gold Me 
Best Pen in Section 3: Mr. C. Bates, Rirwood ig He Sam 
Silver Medal for Second Pen in Section 3: Mr. W. Hammett, ws 
Poaltry Farm. Blackpool. Bronze Medal for Third Pen in Seet| 
3: Mrs. S. Sefton, Lower College, Balderstone. Gold Medal 
Best Pen in Section 4- Mr. F. Harvey, Bond Villa, Brother 
Silver Medal for Second Pen in Section 4: Messrs. W. W. 
and Sons, Old Hall Farm, Heskin, Chorley. Bronze Medal 
Third Pen in Section 4: Mr. T. Edmondson, Weasel Poultry 2 
Tockholes, Darwen. 


Smail Breeders’ Sectiens.—_Silver Challenge Cup for Besta 
Mr. J W. Pearson, The Elms, Poulton-le-Flyde. Goid es | 
Best Bird in Section 1: Mr G. A. Wolstenhclme, 110, Blackle 
Street, Bolton. Silver Medal for Second Bird im Section ia 
H. West. a Pole Lane, Darwen. Bronze Medal for Third J] 
in Section 1: Mr R. Mills, 16, Harold Street, eee Bridge, RB 
dale. Gold Medal for Best Bird in Section 2: Mr. W. 

The Elms, Poulton-le-Flyde. Silver Medial for ose B 
Section 2- Mr. D. Braithwaite, Claremont, Bee i 


Bronze Medal for Third Bird im Section 2: Mr .T. Plumb, ¥ 
Pleasar:t, Antrobus, Northwich. 
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STRAW HOUSES. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—Re correspondence on Straw Houses, 
|I have several on my own farm which I shall be 

pleased to show anyone at any time. 

{ used wooden houses for ten years, and, in my 
| Opinion, the straw houses have proved themselves 
‘much superior, considering all points—cheaper to 
‘build and much more comfortable for the birds 
being warmer in winter and cooler in summer. 

Repairs are practically nil. They are easy to 
'keep clean, to spray, or disinfect ; give a better 
‘ventilation than wooden houses, and stock keeps 
-exceptionally healthy in them. 

The layers put up splendid records, particularly 
for the winter months. 

A neighbouring farmer also uses them with 
yequal success. I have had a large number of 
(poultry breeders visit my farm, also several 
Officials, but not one has been able to find any fault 
with the stock kept in them, and a good many 
breeders who came fully prepared to condemn 
‘them, went home.and built similar houses. 

' I have also a brooder house built on the same 
‘punciple, which I find comfortable to work in; 
(‘timming of lamps, etc., and gives protection for 
‘the chicks. 

| Last season Mrs. Pearce Ellis, Maisemore Court, 
‘near Gloucester, used one of these brooder houses 
jand reared nearly 1,000 pullets, and I believe I 
jam correct in saying that it was one of the most 
‘successful seasons she has had. 

| May I again extend a hearty invitation to any 
fof your readers who would care to see them. 

| Yours faithfully, 

A. RUGMAN. 


| 


| 


MILK POWDER. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


| Dear Sir,—I have been an interested reader of 
.-Col. Macrory’s article, and I wish to make 
few remarks on his statement in ‘‘Eggs,”’ dated 
“Ith November, that Milk Powder at £40 per ton 
Sat an extortionate figure, and that he has found 
‘yery efficient substitute in Semi-Solid Buttermilk. 
First of all, it_must be borne in mind that the 
ted milk available for poultry feeding is milk 
YOwder manufactured for human consumption, but 
Which has gone slightly off quality and unfit fo; 
uman use. 

Consequently it has to be realised for. whatever 
Mice it will command, and even at the present 
gure the manufacturer is losing money on it. 
jan you blame him cutting that loss as much as 
‘Ossible ? 

hn my opinion, milk powder at £40 per ton can 
Hill: be economically used both for chick rearing 
ind egg production. Bulletin No, 258, issued by 
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the Purdue University Experiment Station, gives 
valuable figures of results obtained in’ feeding 
experiments with laying pullets. -I’do not intend 
repeating them all here, but the results were in 
every case favourable to the use of milk powder 
as against liquid buttermilk or no milk at all. It 
is suificient to say that the feeding value of liquid 
buttermilk was five dollars per 100 lbs., and the 
dried milk 55 dollars, 10 cents per 100 lbs. 

As regards the semi-solid buttermilk, the sale of 
which is now being pushed in the country, might 
{ point out that many people have been lulled to 
sleep by the sauve talk of the seller of this article. 

The feeding value of buttermilk depends entirely 
on the milk solids—the water is pure waste. 
Condensed (Semi-Solid) Buttermilk contains 
7O per cent. water and 30 per cent. milk solids 
‘against 7.5 water and 92.5 per cent. milk solids 
in the case of Dried Buttermilk. One pound of 
the latter is equal in feeding value to 3 3/r1oth lbs. 
of Semi-Solid Buttermilk. Might I pertinently 
ask, “Why pay for water when you can get as 
much as you want at the nearest tap?’’ 

Poultry-keepers are out to work their industry 
on the most economical lines possible, but it would 
be a pity, as Lt.-Col. Macrory will readily agree, 
if they were unwittingly to give an exaggerated 
value to any feeding stuff -or source of animal 
protein. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. A. CAMPBELL. 


ROUP. 
To the Editor of ‘‘Eggs.”’ 


Sir,—I am rather amused at the letter of Mr. 
F. Cockerill in the issue of ‘‘ Eggs’’ of November 
(8th. As he said, the resolution of the Liverpool 
-and District Branch suggesting the Ministry of 
Agriculture scheduling roup had ‘* No seconders,’’ 
Why? Because roup is found in one manner or 
other on go per cent. of the large poultry farms. 
A secret. Well, yes! Who would ‘buy of the 
breeder with roup on his farm? Where would the 
5-10 guineas for the stock birds off the 300(?) 
egg strains go to? Why, to the breeder who can 
certify that his stock 1s free, and has been free from 
roup for years. The answer to no seconders is, 
‘« Man, mind thyself.” 

Mr. Cockerill mentions village. Does he think 
Liverpool, the second city in the British Empire, 
a village? Oh, what a fortune would be made by 
the “‘ advisory fancier’? of long experience if ‘he 
had to treat all the sick birds in ‘Liverpool at 
2s. 6d. a visit. _I should like the job myself. I 
could see a Rolls-Royce in.no time, and poor 
“shank’s pony’’ put out to grass. Why, I.am 


sure if he visited the: poultry(?) market here he 
would see more stumers in one day than he. has 
seen in all his experience as a poultry fancier, 
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No, Mr. Cockerill, and all the members attend- 
ing the general meeting do not see the point of 
the resolution scheduling roup. 

I quite agree with him that good management, 
observation and strong stock will keep all disease 
under, but what about his neighbour, who doesn’t 
take the trouble to manage and observe, and will 
not do anything to obviate any disease, and who 
will emptyshis disease ridden excreta, where mice 
and wild birds can carry the germs of roup to his 
(Mr. Cockerill’s) poultry establishment? What 
did you say—sue him for the value of any poultry 
dying from roup, caused by his insanitary way 0: 
disposing of his disease-ridden excreta? SSO; 
what a hope.’’ You have no remedy against your 
neighbour. There is not enough cash in the Bank 
of England to pay the lawyers their fee and re- 
freshers to beat him on the case. 


What is the remedy? Schedule.—(1) Io protect 
the man who manages well and observes, and keeps 
his stock free from disease; (2) to protect the 
‘‘ gull’? who buys the disease-ridden poultry from 
the markets; (3) to prevent roup-infected birds 
being sent from poultry farms and establishments 
to be sold in the markets. 


Will you say what about compensation if 
Ministry of Agriculture schedules roup? I don't 
think the compensation business will be very ex- 
pensive, because compensation would be based on 
weight of birds only. Birds cured of roup are no 
use as breeders, and also are poor egg producers 
when cured. This cuts out the big prices, which 
would be wanted by breeders for stock birds which 
had the roup. 

Now, what would you do with the carcases of the 
dead birds? Why, appoint Lieut.-Col. J. Macrory, 
D.S.0. (as he has great experience with the 
shillingsworth of paraffin), as chief advisor and 
burn them. 

Mr. Cockerill advises to breed from moderately- 
bred stock, as high producers have not the resistant 
powers as the moderately-bred stock. 


Isn’t his advice against the principles of the 
S-P.B.A. teaching, and wouldn’t it lead most of 
our commercial egg farmers into the bankruptcy 
court if they followed his advice? 

fhe high producer every time, with fine tight 
feather and good head and bright eye, and then 
we Shall have the British egg for the Britisher. 


Yours truly, DICKY-SAM. 


Incidentally the rates on extracted honey by 
goods train are the same whether sent at com- 
pany’s or owner’s risk. Comb honey is only 
accepted at owner’s risk rate by goods train, but 
can be sent at company’s risk by passenger train 
at about three times the cost of sending by goods 
at owner’s risk. 


Bees. | 

By E. W. D. MADOC. | 

THE PREPARATION OF HONEY FOR | 
MARKET.—-(II.) 


Extracted honey requires rather more prepara= 
tion than comb honey before it is ready to sell, 
but it has the advantages of keeping in perfect) 
condition for an unlimited period and of being) 
comparatively easily packed in such a way as tO) 
ensure safe arrival at its destination. a 

The honey should not be removed from the hives 
until it is well ripened—that is to say, until the 
original watery nectar collected by the bees has, 
been reduced by evaporation to the consistency) 
of good thick honey. As a general guide it may 
be stated that when the combs are more than 
two-thirds capped over, the money will be suffi- 
ciently thick in nine cases out.of ten. Unripe) 
honey is thin and watery, of poor flavour, and 
generally ferments within a few weeks of extract 
ing. 

After extracting, the honey should be strained 
through a cheese cloth or muslin and allowed to 
stand for two or three days in a large vessel with 
a honey tap at the bottom. After a few days any| 
thin unripe honey that may be present will rise 
to the top, and the heavy ripe honey may then be 
drawn off from the bottom into the receptacles im 
which it is to be sold, and the last few pounds of 
thin honey put apart for immediate consumption 
or fed back to the bees. Suitable tanks complete 
with taps will be found listed in any bee appliance 
manufacturer’s catalogue under the name of 
‘“‘ Honey-ripeners.”’ | 

If the honey is bottled or tinned immediately after 
extracting and straining, the unripe honey, uf 
present, will be found later at the top of every 
jar or tin. Fermentation will probably take place 
within a short time, and your customer’s first pur’ 
chase is likely to be his last. 

Honey is generally sold in half-pound and one: 
pound glass jars with screws caps, Or in seven 0) 
twenty-eight pound lever lid tins made for the 
purpose. The tins should be packed in strong 
wooden boxes or crates in such a way that tht 
lid of the tin be firmly held in place, otherwis 
leakage is frequent through the lids coming off, am 
probable though it may seem. =| 

Bottles of honey should be packed in strong 
wooden boxes with a layer of straw at the bottom 
top and sides of the box and between the bottle! 
so that each jar is surrounded by a cushion 0 
straw. Properly packed in this manner they wil 
stand any amount of rough handling withou| 
damage. | 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT BRANCH, 


| 

} 

| 

i 

! 

] 

| ———_______ 
| The November Monthly Lecture 

) Saturday, November 14th, 1925, at the headquarters of the 
branch, ** The Albany Room,”’ Palatine Cafe,’’ Lord Street, 
Liverpool, at 7 p.m., when Mr. Jack Wrennall gave an interest- 
ing lecture on * Selecting the Breeders,’’ ‘The following were 
the winners in the Egg Show i—Ist, White, Mr. Robert Thomas. 
ist, Brown, Mr. Isaac Mundy; 2nd, Mr. Wm. Burns. Ist and 
‘2nd, Tinted, Mr, Rd. Handley. Judge: Mr. Jack Wrennall). 
|The Egg Show was poorly supported, which no doubt was 
‘Caused by the cold weather experienced the days previous to the 


and Egg Show was held on 


show. 

{ LECTURES BOOKED. 

~~ Saturday evening, 12th December, 1925 (Egg Show).— 
(Decturer: Mr, Tom Newman. Subject: ‘‘ The Intensive 


\System.”’ Lecturer: Mr. E. J. Meekings. Subject: ‘‘ What 
ate the Prospects of Commercial Egg Farming? ”’ 

Saturday evening, 9th January, 1926 (Egg Show) .—Lecturer - 
‘Mr. Frank Snowden, Cowling Subject: “‘ The General Routine 
of a Pedigree Poultry Farm.” 
| Saturday evening, 13th February, 1926 
‘Lecturer : Professor Willia 
Poultry Institute. 
jute is Doing.” 

/ Saturday evening, 13th March, 1926 

All members of the §.P.B.A who are not members of the 
iverpoo] Branch are cordially invited ito the above lectures. Any 
‘ntending new members of the Liverpool Branch can have full 


sarticulars of the branch from the hon, secrelany, R. J. Thomas, 
J, Grey Road, Walton, Liverpool. 


re en 


(Egg Show) .— 
rd C. Thompson, Director, National 
Subject; “ What the National Poultry Insti- 


.—Lecturer: To be fixed. 


SIXTH MIDLAND POULTRY FESTIVAL. 


| Bchedule and entry form describing whole details of the Show 
Wassification for the above Midland event, which is due to 
jake place in Bingley Hall, Birmingham, January 7th, 8th, and 
th, 1926, are now ready, and can be had from ‘the secretary's 
fice, 63, Old Meeting Street, West Bromwich. 

| Again, as in previous years, the ‘‘ Birmingham Mail "’ are 
Operating with the Midland Federation gf Feather and Fur 
‘dleties in organising this poultry festival, which is designed 
? appeal to all classes of poulltry-keepers, and to be somewhat 
‘Mlerent from the average Poultry, Pigeon and Rabbit Show. 
‘There are numerous variations of interesting detail appertalin- 
ig to this exhibition, the whole idea being not only to altract 
‘® poultry-keeper, but the man in the street, who keeps a 
‘whens and who has never previously taken sufficient interest 
Make him feel a visit to a poultry show worth while. 
Poultry-keepers’ 
and @ specia! 


‘Porty-two individual classes cater for the utility side, while 
‘Dety-seven Classes appeal to the exhibition fancier. 
‘Water Fowis, Pigeons and Rabbits are also extensively 
tered for, and it is to be expected that another record for this 
‘Wdland event will easily be established. 
‘The Birmingham civic authorities are shewing considerab!e 
‘erest in the work, and the fact that the Lord Mayor of 
(MMingham, Alderman Bower, J.P., has agreed to open the 
‘val on the finss day expresses very fully the satisfaction 
Mis being felt in Birmingham for the Midland Poultry 
‘Stival. 


Poultry bireeders displays will cater for those breeders who 
i to exhibit specimen eggs for hatching, chicks and stock, 
1 get into direct touch with the many thousands of small 
Jiltry-keepers who will attend to make their annual selection 
‘l purchases for the forthcoming season. 


| 


BRITISH BLACK BARNEYELDER CLUB. 


The Club Show was held at Tottenham on November 9th 
and 10th, and the entries in the two classes, viz., 19 males 
and 24 femaies, show that members are keen, and that progress 
is being made, for it must be remembered that the club is 
not yet twelve months old. - But numerous entries without 
quality’? would be of iittle use. There is, however, no 
doubt that the ‘ quality ’’ of the exhibits was exceedingly good 
and the birds were of true Barnevelder type, and it would be 
difficult for any Barnevelder enthusiast to “ fault ” the winners. 
The dull black colouring which has sometimes been seen was 
Conspicuous by its absence, and was replaced by the rich, deep 
black with a bright sheen, which is what is wanted. There 
was an immense improvement in the males as regard type, 
colour, and texture, especiality in their combs. 
yellow legs of the pullet was noticeable. 

As a ‘‘ souvenir ’’ of the first Club Show the winners were 
presented .with neat rosettes in the club colours (black and 
orange), embroidered in gold. 

The Club Cups were won by Mrs. J. M. Waiker, who showed 
an active well-balanced cockerel with a good eye and texture, 
and by Mr. E, F, Piper, whose hen had grand shape, colour 
and sheen, with a nice head and eye, and gocd coloured legs. 

Several non-members of the club exhibited, and the first! 
Place for males was secured by Mr. Slocock with a fine bird 
Of gaod type and colours. 

The variety is certainly making progress, and we hope to 
Welcome several new members shortly. Mr. Powell-Owen 
judged the classes, and I think I may say found an array of 
quality among the ‘‘ Blacks” which came as a surprise to 
him—expert and experienced as he is. 


The club is guaranteeing classes at Bethnal Green in 
December, and at Barking and Birmingham (The Midland 
Federation Show) in J anuary. Will members kindly note this, 
and it is hoped support these shows as well. 

The first Annual General Meeting of the Club was held 
during the Dairy Show on October 21st, and there was a good 
attendance of members, who, by their questions and suggestions, 
showed how ‘‘ live’ their interest is, and all were confident as 
to the splendid future there is in store for their handsome 
variety of Barnevelder. The hon. secretary reported on the 
ptogress of the club, and, in order to assist members in getting 
stock, asked those who has surplus birds to let him know so 
that he might inform members who wanted to purchase. He 
paid a tribute also to the kind way in which the poultry press 
and the ‘‘ Field’ had reviewed tthe club’s first booklet, and 
to the friendly criticism of the Black by various experts. 

The hon, treasurer presented a vy 
of the club’s finances. 


A Committee Meeting was held before the Annual Meeting 
and four members were elected. It was decided, for the pur- 
poses of subscription, that the Channel Islands and Ireland 
should count as ‘* Overseas.”” Mr. T. C. Parkinson was elected 
to judge the classes at one of the forthcoming shows, 


The good clean 


ery satisfactory statement 


—_—_—— 


HERTS COUNTY EGG LAYING TRIALS. 
Repert for First Period—I5th October to lith November, 1925, 


Sectivn 1. Open to any Breeders in the County, 
Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 


Division A. Any Light Kreed . Six Pullets—Mr. Hedley Morgan 
(W.I-.), 119, 1068; Mrs. BE. Charles (W.L.), 104, 919; The Hoo Poultry 
" W.4u.), 74. 733. 

SS DMvision B. Any Heavy Breed. Six Pullets.—Dr. W Douglass 
(W.W.), 116, 1157: Mr. J. P. Morgan (W.W.), 82, 789; Miss Harrison 


Bell (‘Futf Roeck:, 74, 738 


Section 2. Open to Poultry-Keepers whose total stock of laying 
birds does nou exceed 150 bead. 
Division A. Any Light Breed. Three Pullets—Dr. W. Douglass 


(W.L.), 49, 460; Mr J. Burnett (B.L.), 18, 165. 


Division B. Any Heavy Breed, Three Pullets—Mr. W. Lloyd 


(W.W.), 53, 492; Mr N. Flower (R.I.R.), 39, 290 


, 


Score Points are allotted as follows:—Kegs 20zs. and over, ii 


points; eggs 1407s. to 2ozs., 10 points; eggs 1gozs. to 1gozs., 8 points. 


Herts Institute of Agriculture, 
“Oaklands,” near St. Albans. 
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Scientific Poultry 
Breeders’ Association. 


Pail particulars ef membership will be semt by return oo 
application te the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, Ths 
Becches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


THE PRICE OF EGGS. 


One of our members recently wrote me from 
Cornwall with reference to the price he was re- 
ceiving for his eggs. I did not consider this satis- 
factory, and gave him the name of another firm. 
He writes this morning to Say :— 


“T am very much obliged for your letter of the 16th inst., 
and should not have troubled you with another letter, but 1 
think you might be interested to hear the result of your recom 
mendation. On the 18th IJ sent one box of ZO dozen eggs to 
Mr. A., and at the same time another box to Mr. B. The 
eggs were not specialiy selected, and, in so‘far as I know, the 
two consignments were identical in every way. Mr. A. returned 
me 34s. par 120 for the lot, while Mr. B. credited me with 
16 dozen at 32s. and four dozen at 26s. The difference is con- 
siderabile.’’ 


I think this shows the importance of the pro- 
ducer looking round for his markets, and in many 
cases he evidently does not pay sutiicient attention 
to this part of the business. 

I am not often in a position to answer enquiries 
as to where a suitable market can be found, more 
particularly when these enquiries roll in in the 
spring, when the glut is such that merchants 
hardly know how to dispose of their eggs. 

I may say that the two firms mentioned. above 
are both in London. 


FOOD PURCHASE SYSTEM. 


It is quite understood that with one or two 
exceptions all the goods supplied under this scheme 
are F.O.R. (free on rail), and not Carriage Paid. 
Many members have written to ask the approxi- 
mate cost of carriage. I am not in a position to 
give this definitely, but the following may be a 
useful guide:— 


1 cwt.-lots;==.25imiles— ....-.i.. eee Sak OG. 
1-cwt..-lots;-<60-miles’ — 2s). ease 18.00; 
1 cwt. lots, 100 miles .. ... .. ... 1s. $d. 
5 cwt. lots, 26 miles ... ... ... ..- Os. 10d. 
5 cwt. lots, 50 miles....-....... ... 48..-3d. 
5 cwt. lots, 100 miles =... <..°......> 1s. 4d. 


Members must please take this as being only 
‘approximate, but it will serve ‘as a guide when they 
are purchasing goods. 

Will they please definitely understand that not 
less than five cwt. lots can be purchased through 
the Food Purchase Scheme. 

In spite of all that has been said, we have so 
many orders for one cwt. lots. Later on we may 
be able to manage this, but at present we have 
not been able to arrange it. 


Prices are up a little this week, more particulal 
inaize and its by-products and millers’ offals. 

Again I would remind members that all price 
quoted are SUBJECT TO MARKET FLUC ESS 
LIONS. 

The Scheme is progressing at a pace which 
must confess is rather astonishing, and the ton 
nage we are selling increases, not only every week 
but every day. | 

[ regret to say that we have had this week t 
strike another’ firm off the list for supplying good 
not up to the sample or standard which the 
covenanted to do. All these matters are boun) 
to occur in the early stages of such a scherne, bu 
each day sees it becoming more useful, and man) 
of the larger firms are now realising its possibilit 
and the necessity of buying only foodstuffs of th 
first quality. 

We shall have our trouble, but we must not 4 
turned from our path by some of the obstacle 
which we may find in the:way, and many of whic 
will no doubt be placed there. = 


PRICES- Ge MASHSS eG 


The following meals can be supplied in 5 cw 
lots and upwards of one kind free on rail :— _ | 
Fish Meal (Pure White) 19/9 F.O.R. London. 

2 * “4 ; 19/0 F.O.R.-~ Swansea. 

19/3 F.O.R. Tynemouth. 
” ’ ” ” 19/9 F.0.R. Grimsby. | 
PRICES OF MASHES. Per Cwt. 
Layers. Growers. Breede) 


” ’ Ar ” 


F.O.R. LIVERPOOL ..; ... 41/9 14/9 12/3= | 
FOR. LIVERPOOL... ... 12/3 12/3 13/9 
F.O.R LONDON Nae 11/6 11/6 12/0 
F.O.R. LEITH Per, 10/9 10/6 41/3 
F.O.R. LEICESTER... ... 14/0 41/0 11/9 
F.O.R. GREENOCK Ren 12/0 12/0 13/3. 
F.OR. KING’S LYNN aoe 11/6 11/6 11/9 
F.0O.R. BELFAST Serial os 12/9 12/6 12/9 
F.O.R. BRISTOL se 42/0 12/0 13/0 
F.O.R. SOUTHAMPTON ee 11/6 12/0 12/0 
F.O.R. PILYMOUTH woe eh swe 12/6 12/9 12/6 
F.O.R. ABERDEEN Serre ek 42/3 11/9 13/9 
F.O.R. HARROGATE a 42/9 12/6 13/6 
F.OR. GLASGOW Bese 42/9 42/9 a | 
F’.Q°R. -STAFEFS—* .:-235 41/9 41/9 13/0 
Sussex Ground Oats F. 0. R London: 12/6 per cwt. 
“2 <. ,» F.O.R. Sussex: 12/9 per cwt. 
“A rf ,, F.O.R. Bristol: 13/0 per cwt. | 


| WANTED. 4 
Mr. E.. Ball, of Mockbeggar, Biddenden, Ke 


writes :— 
“A reader of ‘Eggs’ having seen 4 
announcement under ‘ Forthcoming Event 
that I am migrating in February, has sent }t 
a telegraph money order for £8 from Boll 
for certain goods, but omitted to give his na‘ 
and address, 
Please spare a small space in your paper} 
notify him that his money will be returneds 
him (the goods being sold previously ), W. 
I know to whom to send it.’ 


= 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP, 


Kent, G, H., Little Bromley, Nr. Manningtree, Essex. 
Hart, H. A., 76, Northern Road. Plaistow, §.13. 

Stern, G. H. F., 'he Highlands, Symonds Yat, Hereford. 
Symonds, W.-R. P., Daff-y-Naut, Whitchurch, Nr. Ross-on-Wye, 


Heretord. 
Murray, Major P.-M., Blacjmore Cottage, Hanley Swan, Worcs. 


Gilley, J. K., Langaller Farm, Metcham, Surrey. - 
Btookes-Smith, Mrs., Brook Meadow, The Holmwood, Surrey. 
Heppenstall, T. H., The Poplars, New Barn, Longfield, Kent. 
Adams, Mrs. A, G., “ Wee Cott,” 
Morris, E. H., Park Hull, Great Bardfield, Braintree. 
McFarlane, J., Bride Hall, Ayot St. Lawrence, Welwyn, Herts. 
Philips, H., Staplehurst, Daisham, Nr. Saxmundham, Suffolk. 
Richards, H., Hafod Garregog Clunt-y-Bont, Nr. Carnarvon, 


N. Wales, 


Wallis, Chapman O., Ferncliffe, St. Catherines, Lincoln. 
Darnell, E., Lodge Farm, King’s Newton, Nr. Derby. 
Suffern, Miss E. M., Tau Hara, Tiptree, Essex. 

Brown, S., 27, Oxford Street, Grantham.’ 

Hammond, P. C,, Government House, Bermuda. 
Hodkinson, T., 21, Withins Terrace, Radcliffe, Manchester. 
Andrew, T., Kincaidfield House. 
Holt, H., Brookside P.F., Lower Hey, Rochdale. 

Oakes, A., 142, Dorrington Road, Laneaster. 

Coultrip, A. W., Norwood Manor. Eastchurch, Sheerness, 
Jackson, -D., Fengate, Moulton Chapel, Spalding, Lines. 
Wild, I.. Whitley Bridge, Nr Geole, Yorks. 

Barr, D., 104, Hermon Hill, South Woodford, London, §.18. 
Lockyer, A.; Lee Manor Farm, Romsey, Hants. 

Guyer, H. ©., Dera Ismail Khan. N.W.F.P., India. 
Colledge, Mrs. A., Red Lane, Kenilwerth, Warwickshire. - 
Wright, T., 154, Marshside Road, Marshside, Southport. 
Lachlan, G. Me L., 207, Clarkston Road, Cathcart, Glasgow. 
Passey, H., 119, Unett Street, Smethwick. 

Quarterman, W. C., Little Bursted Farm, Upper Hardres, 


Nr. Canterbury, Kent. 


Gibson, T. J., The Bungalow, South Street, Guisborough, Yorks. 
Paulson, Mrs. M. M., The Woodland, Knockholt. 

Wilcox, Mrs., Holmwood House, Minsterley, Salop. 

Crook, R. J., The Green, Erchfont, Nr. Devizes, Wilts. 

Wattam, A. H., Benniworth, Nr. Lincoln. 

Ardern, L., The Hollins, Mansergh, Kirkby Lonsdale, 


Westmorland. 
Shirley Lodge, Laneaster Road, 


Nr. Norwood, S.E.27. 
Birt, Miss W., The Gardens, Christian Malford, Wilts. 


Kemp, J. B., Watling House, Knutsford Road, Bowdon, Cheshire 
Farquhar, Mrs. L., Marchlands, Tyrie, Fraserburgh. 

Willis, E., 29, Stuart Street, Treochy, Rhondda, S. Wales. 
Minnis, J., 300, Woodstock Road, Relfast. 

Fancy, Mrs., Fenceside P.F.. Kilmaurs, : 

Tronsdale, Maj. ©. H., Durrents Close, St. Michaels, Tenterden. 


Verran, Mrs. G., ‘‘ Boturnell,” St. Pinnock, Doublebois, Cornwall. 
Hiddon, J. H., West Monkton, Taunton. 


Cavanagh, J., “‘ Glenwood,” Nathaus Lane, Highwood, 


Nr. Chelmsford, Essex. 
Porter, I. C., “ Fyfield,” Marlborough, Wilts. 


Woon, Mrs. H. C., Ledge Farm, Dane End, Nr. Ware, Herts. 
Maclay, W. P. (Junr.), Glenwood P.F., Balfron, Stirlingshire. 
Egleton, Pay-Com., H., The Firs Chislehurst Road, Mottingham 


Archibald, G. A., 


Kent. 
Russell, A., 24, Arthur Road, Southampton. 


Rees, Mrs. R., New House Farm, Peterstone-Went]oog, 
Nr. Cardiff. 

Studdert, Mrs. G. E.. Cragnicher, Corofin, Co. Clare. 

Dugdale, W., Higher Chapei Hill Farm, Rawtenstall, 


4 Nr. Manchester. 
Bield, C., Springfield, 504, Hagley Road, Quinton, Birmingham. 
Pearson, I. E., West Street, Alford Town, Lincs. 


Hill,. G., “Sunnyside,” Lime Grove, Draycott, Derby. 
Pawling, A., Lyne P.F., Lyne, Chertsey. 


Bradshaw, Miss B. H., Manor House, Reighton, Speeton, 


BE. Yorks 
Avise, T.. Wood P.F., Blackhoys, Sussex. 


| Rockrill, K. A., Hillcroft, Burgh Castle, Gt. Yarmouth. 
Ford, Miss E. D., Polhampton Cottage, Overton, Hants. 
| Macdonald, H. L., “ Balmoral,” Jenner Road, Barry, Glam. 
Mann, T., 24, Windsor Road. Barry, Glam. 

White, A., “ Hadleigh,” Portugal Road, Woking. 

eratt, J. H., Wyre Forest P.F., Rock, Kidderminster. 
Bell, Mrs. Harrison, Brocklesby, Chandlers, Ford, Hants. 
\WSoule, A.. “Hill Crest,” Tiptree, Essex. 

| Read, Miss Moutray, Gate House. Wadhurst. 

Wright, S.. New Street, Morton. Alfreton, Derbyshire. 
Polley, G., “The Bounds,” Ardleigh, Essex. 

Bubbings, W., 14, Brook Street, Rishton. 


Queens Park Gardens, Seaford. 


Milton of Campsie, Stirlingshire. 


WADHURST BRANCH. 


On Saturday, November 21st, the branch had the pleasure of 
@ visit from the President of the Association, Mrs. Oharies 
Hunter. On arrival at Wadhurst Mrs. Hunter inspected the 
‘laying trials,’ which commenced on October 15th, on the 
farm of Messrs. Luff and Bennett. The birds were found to 
be in excellent conditien, and several are putting up very 
creditable scores. 

During the afternoon a meeting was held, the Branch President, 
Dr: J. L. Rosedale, being in the chair, ~ Mrs. Hunter gave a 
‘nost interesting lecture on “‘ The Intensive System,” dealing in 
detail with the whole of the routine housing, feeding, breedin,, 
rearing, and general inanagement of the flock. Mrs. Hunter 
ulustrated her remarks with some excellent photographs taken 
at her own farm. 

A hearty vote of thanks was given to Mrs. Hunter fo i 
kindness in visiting the branch, and for her extremely helpful 
address. 

The Chairman announced that at the next 
December 11th, 


meeting, 
there would be a show of Rabbits, Table Poultry 
and Hggs, to be followed by a lantern lecture by Mr. H. G. 
Billingshurst, F.L.S.,. lecturer in Biology at King’s College, 
London, on ‘* Which Came First, the Hen or the Egg? ”’ 

At the close of the meeting tea was very kindly provided by 
Mrs. Tudor. 


CORRECTION: 


We have been asked to correct a mistake which 
appeared in the advertisement of Mr. Warwicl 
Rogers, in last week’s issue. 

The score of_ his five Wyandottes was given as 
1,138 eggs. This was incorrect, and the total 
should have been 1,381 eggs, 


OUR FRONT COVER. 


Mr. Golden, the owner of the Light Sussex hen 
which appears on our front cover, has won fame 
as a breeder of R.I. Reds, and he still holds the 
record for a pen of ten birds of any breed in the 
Laying Test, his Reds laying 2,229 eggs, with 
a total weight of 4,722 ozs. 

The Light Sussex depicted on the front cover 
laid 255 eggs in 48 weeks. 

Some years ago the Sussex were compared to 
barn-door fowls, or rather the comparison was 
with the Orpington, and the Sussex were said to 
come from the Lodge, while the Orpington’s 
address was the Mansion. What a change of 
affairs! The Orpington at the present time 
cccupies a very humble position, while the Sussex 
is the most popular breed in the country, and its 
popularity is increasing by leaps and_ bounds. 
One hopes it will not be bred to.such an extent 
for egg production as to lose its other economic 
qualities. We can trust Mr. Golden in this re- 
spect. He will not forget it is a dual-purpose bird, 
and a breeder of his reputation is likely to pre- 

serve the breed characteristics, 

One of these days we may see him winning a 
test with Light Sussex with an equal record to 
the ten R.I. Reds. 
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Answers to Queries. 
Continued. 


G. R. (Peterborough) sends me a formula of a 
mash which he says has been given him by. a 
friend, and is a combination laying and breeding 
mash. It would make a good breeding mash, as 
it contains all the essentials for the building up 
of a sturdy chick. As a layers’ mash, however, [| 
would preter to see the maize meal raised to six 
parts and the ground oats reduced to six. ‘‘G.R.” 
says he saw stated recently in a well-known poul- 
try paper that ‘‘ the continued use of dry mash. 
eventually leads to lack of size in the flock.’’ He 
personally fails to see this. Of course such state- 
ment is absolutely nonsense, and if the writer had 
been a breeder of poultry he would in all prob- 
ability not have made it. He would, perhaps, 
understand that the size of a bird is determined 
by its inheritance. There may be many factors 
which may prevent its reaching this size—under- 
nourishment for one, early production for another— 
but a bird is not undernourished which is fed on 
dry mash, provided it is well mixed and the con- 
stituents are-cf good quality. If the person who 
wrote this were to make a few enquiries on the 
commercial egg farms in this country, and ask 
whether they find that the size of bird is diminished 
as a result of dry mash feeding over many years, 
he would probably alter his views in the matter. 
“GR.” has a RI. Red hen in her third year of 
good pedigree and breed characteristics, and re- 
tains good colour. She has never been broody, 
and, in his opinion, is a good Red. He wishes to 
know whether I would advise him to mate her 
to a RI. Red cock in his second year, or obtain 
a cockerel from another source. 
whether the mating would tend to breed good 
pullets. That I could not answer, but there is no 
objection to mating a good bird in his second 
year to a hen which has retained her colour in 
her third year, and, as far as I know, there is no 
reason why they should not breed good pullets, 
but not having seen the birds I cannot express a 
definite opinion. 


E. A. E. (Hitchin) writes that he had one pullet 
die last week—he thinks from liver trouble. It 


died in about a week after his first noticing any-. 


thing wrong with her. He also lost one last winter 
under similar circumstances, and he wishes to 
know -whether he is feeding wrongly. I do not 
think this is the case. So many people jump to 
that ‘opinion if they lose a ‘bird, but it must be 
remembered it is impossible to feed a mash which 
would not upset the digestive organs of one bird in 
the flock. Now, “E.A.E.’ has only lost one bird 
this year and one last, and he begins to think 
that his feeding is at fault. There is nothing in 
it to which I can trace the loss of these birds. He 


He asks me ~ 


frequently gives glauber salts in the water, and he 
is now giving them some powder once a week in| 
the mash instead. He would be wise if he did | 
not frequently give glauber salts m the water, 
and not give quack remedies to healthy stock, but 
wait until there is sickness before he begins dosing | 
his birds. The formula for which he asks 1s :—} 
1 lb. bran, 1 alfalfa meal, 4 middlings, 1 Sussex | 
ground oats, I maize meal, and one meat and 
bone meal. If there is plenty of fresh green food| 
he might replace the alfalfa meal with another) 
part bran. 


Death of Mr. P. L. JOHNSON. 


Our readers, and particularly those who are 
members of the S.P.B.A., will learn with deep 
regret of the death of Mr. P. L. Johnson, which 
occurred at his residence, Northgate, Buishop’s) 
Stortford, on Wednesday, November 25th. Ia 
the autumn of 1924 Mr. Johnson met with a serious 
accident, and his health since then has been a 
cause of great anxiety to his friends, but the news; 
of his death came as a painful shock to: those of: 
us who met him at Harrogate in the summer. | 


Mr. Johnson was one of the founders of the 
S.P.B.A., and for three years he occupied the 
presidéntial chair. No man contributed more to 
the success of the Association. From the first he 
gave it his enthusiastic support, and in the early; 
days, when the struggle was hardest, and we were 
fighting against many difficulties to establish 
‘‘EHegs,’’ he was ever ready with encouragement, 
advice and iaSsistance. | 


~ 


During the years of his presidency the S.P.B.A, 
made astonishing progress. He made no secret 0 
bis pride in the Association, which had achievec 
such wonderful success in so short a time. Ag 
president he was an unqualified success, his kindh 
ness and tact earned him the affectionate regart 
of his colleagues, while his practical experience 
and knowledge rendered him invaluable as <¢ 
counsellor. 


Although poultry-keeping with him was but ¢ 
hobby, he made a wonderful success of it. Wha’ 
he achieved on the small area of land at his dis 
posal (rather less than an acre) has probably neve 
been surpassed if it has been equalled in thi: 
country. His methods he described on more thar 
one occasion in these columns, and the article: 
aroused the greatest interest. 


All of us who were associated with him in thi 
work will hold his memory in affectionate regarc 
and respect. Our readers will join us in express) 
ing the deepest sympathy with Mrs. Johnson anc 
his family. A 
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The“ All-Purpose’ System 
of Brooding and Rearing. 


By MAJOR W. HAYLAND WILSON. 


(Copyright. ) 


This ‘* All-Purpose ’’ system, as I have dubbed 
it, naming it after the type of housing I use, 
breaks fresh ground, I fancy, in that I not only 

brood and rear in the same house, but even go so 
(far as to run on my pullets over their first winter 
| laying season in the same houses, shifting then: 
only in the following February, choosing a fine 
guiet spell of weather as far as possible, and | 
find that the change over at that time of year 
| Checks them not at all. 
| Lam not gomg to say that, if they were handled 
| toughly, grabbed by one wing and a leg, say, and 
| Tammed into baskets one on top of the other two 
deep (as I have seen birds handled!), that it 
| wouldn't check them—TI think it would! 

But I try and get my birds used to handling— 
and incidentally | look upon this question of gentle 
handling and all that the term conveys as one of 
the sometimes rather neglected secrets of success. 

To run this “‘ All-Purpose ’’ system successfully 
entails, of course, the best of housing and, above 
fall, scrupulous cleanliness, both as regards the 
‘housing and the runs; but, then, these two con- 
‘Siderations should surely be taken for granted in 
funning any system of poultry farming on modern 
dines these days. 

I start with a-60 ft. house, span roofed, venti- 
lated at eaves, and well lit both back and front. 
| the system of eave ventilation I can control by 
hinged strips as requisite. My 60 ft. house is 
Partitioned off into three twenties, each partition 
With a doorway in centre boarded up to eighteen 
‘inches with three removable 6 in. boards that can 
be dropped into slots formed by two strips tacked 
to each post, wire door above. The topmost two 
feet of partition is left unboarded, but wired. Over 
this wiring, both of doors and partitions, I stretch 
in the early days, curtains of hessian, ringed at 
Mtervals of a foot and hitched on small cup-hooks, 
that I may control further the inside ventilation 
‘and temperature. 

My two end twenties are again partitioned off 
With boards (the height of a foot) at the ten foot, 
‘and in the further ten feet of each of these two 
‘€nd compartments is placed the brooder stove, 
Sither a five hundred chick anthracite or a five 
MMindred chick blue flame hover. I prefer the 
‘@mthracite brooder stoves for the earlier hatches 
When one may expect cold spells of weather, the 
\Olue flame hover for the later hatches—when one 
May expect anything from a heat-wave downwards 
(Usually very much downwards, alas, in this’ be- 
| 


nighted climate of ours!). On a very hot day, 
however, there is no doubt about it, it is a great 
convenience to be able to turn one’s blue-flame 
out, if need be—the which you most certainly 
can’t do with an anthracite stove. Where the 
latter are concerned my advice is, when you've got 
them nicely settled down, leave well alone, and 
don’t attempt to run them too low or you're ask- 
ing for trouble. My own experience is that I’ve 
never yet succeeded in running an anthracite stove 
successfully at less than 70 deg. under the hover 
wreven given the best of anthracite. 

My first year’s experience with them, 1 

remember, was a beautiful switchback chart of 

either running the darned thing red-hot, or letting 
the fire out! However, one lives and learns, and 

{ now take a deal of time and trouble in starting 

them slowly and getting them right at the start, 
with the temperature fat round about 85 deg. under 

the edge of the hover, and a nice clean fire. After 
that, providing I don’t attempt to run them too 
low, or, in fact, meddle with them more than need 
be, I find they give me very little trouble. Just a 
question of coaling-up morning and evening, and 
a shake first thing in the morning, again after 
lunch, and a real good hearty shake last thing at 
night. Above all, make sure you get the very 
best anthracite that’s to be got for love or money! 

_The advantage of the anthracite stove over the 
oil. hover, to my mind, is that during a bitter cold 
spell in March your stove will heat up the whole 
house more efficiently than the blue-flame can hope 
to do—though, of course, in either case, the 
temperature actually under the hood can be con- 
trolled as necessary. I lke, however, to see my 
chicks ranging as far away from the -stove as I 
can get them after the first few days, and there. 
fore a fairly even temperature spread right through 
the house is an advantage. As for any form of 
curtaining round the hood, take my advice and 
scrap it! I want my chicks under my eye all the 
time, and if i had them stuffed behind frowsty 
curtains and what-not, I should be everlastingly 
wanting to push them out to see what they looked 
like! I believe there’s more harm done “ frowst- 
ing’’ chickens than in almost any other way, 
except over-feeding-—and, after all, it’s not 
necessary, so why do it? 

To-begin at the very beginning, one would need 
to go right back to the old problem of whether the 
hen or the egg came first, and if one could solve 
that problem one would be well on the way towards 
solving the whole problem of existence, and I’ve 
only been asked for an article on brooding and 
rearmg! On the other hand, our Editor would be 
the first to agree that the whole question of 
brooding and rearing so indissolubly hangs on the 
question of sire and dam, that he’ll grant me, | 
know, and, indeed, expect a line or two on the 
breeding flock, and may I very briefly size it up 
in half-a~-dozen words: ‘ Cull—and then keep on 
culling.’’ 
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Now I can’t afford myself, at present, to trap- 
nest more than round about a couple of hundred 
pullets at a time—just for the sake of making up 
a very special cockerel-breeding pen or two. For 
the rest, I cull, and keep on culling, from the time 
the chicks are taken out of the mcubator right 
through to the time when the first hatching egg 
is taken, and then hatching eggs themselves in 
turn are culled! I try to spend as much time as 
possible with the chicks the first evening they are 
brought out, and I at once knock on the head any 
little beggar not quite up to standard—-and so 
save possibly a vast deal of trouble later. 

Jne very soon gets to know them I find—the 
undersized short-bodied little specimens that I call 
‘“Tom Noddies’’—all beaks and no _ bodies! 
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get down a ! in. roofing clout!) In any even\| 
you have chosen the kindest way: out. And so ‘or 
through their chickenhood until we get to the 
‘culling proper” stage,’ viz., culling for the Ly 
factor, or rather lack of it. 

At the end of November I go round every pullet| 
and every pullet that isn’t in lay gets a cull ring| 
And at the end of December I go round every pulle 
again (at night, of course, on the perch), anc 
every pullet that isn’t laying gets a cull ring) 
Then, at the end of January, the same again. Al 
the same time, of course, one is able to cull fo 
other defects, crooked breast, coarseness, lack 9) 
size, and the rest, and, at the end of it, thougl| 
one may make a mistake here and there, one may 
presume that most of the pullets left without % 


One of the 60 ft. x 15 ft. 


You'll generally find them with their eyes closed, 
and when you pick them up they emit miserable 
little weak peeps of protest! Knock them on the 
head quick! You’ll always get a few of them, it 
seems to me, even from the best of stock—for 
the matter of that, was there ever a litter of pigs 
born yet without a ‘‘pitman ”’? The great thing 
is to get rid of them on sight. 

At about the sixth day you'll begin to dis- 
tinguish the little blighters that haven't digested 
their yolk properly. Again the same symptoms, 
and again the same treatment. And so on right 
through their lives—when you see a chick look- 
ing miserable and droopy-winged while the rest 
of the crowd are bright and bonny enough, doesn’t 
it follow there’s something radically wrong some- 
where. Put the cod liver oi] back on the shelf. 
end knock it on the head instead! Maybe you'll 
find, if you care to take the trouble to look, that 
the poor little beggar has only swallowed an inch 
nail or a dropped staple. (I killed a chick only 
the other day that had, somehow, managed to 


culled flock average,’’ for equally surely in thes 


| 


Rearing Houses. 


cull ring possess, at least, the winter laying factor 
After this I start culling in due course for brood} 
ness. Every bird, if she is in every other respec 
the type I’m after, is allowed one broody ring 7} 
the course of her pullet year—a second broody mm 
earns her a cull, and I can only say that wherea 
five years ago in my 100 ft. laying houses I hai 
five broody coops constantly in use, this pas 
season I have only found occasion to use two € 
them. Briefly, every bird throughout her pull 
year that checks or goes sick in any shape or fort) 
gets a cull ring. At the end of August I finall 
go through all the pullets again (the early moulter 
having gone off to Leadenhall meanwhile), am 
every bird not still in lay is culled—and so I arriy 
at a breeding flock that, while I can’t guaramte 
individual records, have managed to put up as hig) 
an average as 205.56 an their pullet year. So mue 
for the question of flock average. Surely whe 
one speaks of flock average one is entitled to mea 


hard times one can’t be expected to hang on 
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} one’s ‘‘duds’’ for a whole twelve months on end 
) —just for the purpose of arriving at a true flock 
| average. lor example, in the instance in question, 
)q culled down the flock from 489 to 396. What 
) their flock average would have been had I kept in 
\ the 93 doesn’t interest me. All I know is I was 
| glad to be rid of them. 


| As for-the question of cockerels, I can’t help 
feeling it is a mistake to go dodging about here 
Wand there. Personally, I feel I owe my success 
itargely to building my strain>up upon the Rev. 
Seymour Shaw’s, and now that I have arrived at 
i the stage of turning out my own cockerels I seldom 
Mave to go outside my own strain, save for a very 
Special bird, to head a pen now and again. 


(To be continued. ) 


MIDDLESEX AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE, 


COUNTY LAYING TRIAL, 1925-1926 


Report for First Period—October loth-November tith (inclusive). 
ENTRIES.—Entries fell short of the maximum (200), largely 
| OWing to the unfavourab.e early part of the rearing season. he 
empty houses will be retained, and it is hoped that a tull entry 
will be torthcoming next year. The final entry \after all rejec- 
(iens, etc.) was 145 pullets. All birds were caretuily examined, 
anc thoroughly disintected on arrival, by Mr. W vowel! Owen 
and Mrs G. Scolding. ‘he veterinary inspection  1eport is 
-appended as follows :— 
“It was with regret that 1 had to reject two pens from the 
breeders’ section..for symptoms of diphtheritic roup, also two 
|Mdividzal pullets for a Mike reason. ‘hese were the only rejec- 
tions for ill-health, the other two rejections concerning a single- 
jcolabed White Wyandotte and a pen of Rhode Island Red; made 
up of three single-combs and two rose-conmmbs. in the ease of 
both Wyandstte and Reds’ replacements were advised and 
jattended to. In the case. of the two breeders’ pers no replace- 
)Bients were made, which I consider the soundest policy. No one 
likes to reject a pen for ill-health, and every competitor should 
|take most care‘ul steps to see that pullets sent to a Laying Test 
are clear of colds, watery nostrils, and diphtheritic patches in 
)Miouth. Long before date of dispatch they should be isolated, 
jearefully fed, and inanaged to avoid any outbreak of colds prior 
‘te the test; and even when basketing them for dispatch to the 
trials they should be individually examined. Only aiong these 
jlimes can a clean bil! ot health be maintained at the trial, and 
)Sten strict carefu'ness is only fair ard dune to other competi- 
tors and the Test Manager. Fivery bird was most carefully dis- 
jimfected on arrival, and the steps and precautions taken shonid 
juelp tewards a good bill ct health, which 1 sincerely hope will 
\be the case with your first Layine Test. Many excellent pens 
jamd individual birds were sent, but far too many were in full 
mo an immatured state with no prosnects of starting to lay for 
hwo or three months. On the other hand too Many were in full 
lay. and whi'e some of these pens (epecijally light breed) will 20 
| Eto a moult, the mild weather and the October commencement 
)@ay not seriously affect the majority. as would be the case 
‘with a November beginning, and in inclement weather. Summer 
|Sumshine marked the days of arrival, and the birds were quickly 
|G0h on to the grass, so that the weather was all in their favour 
ifin full lay ” 
{ (Signed) W. POWETL-OWEN, President, N.U.P.S. 


RESULTS TO ENI) OF FIRST’ PERIOD. 
Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 


q Section 1. Division A. Light Breeds—Dr. H, Corner, Pen No. 
‘BAW.L.), 42, 242. Countess of Strafford, Pen No. 29 (BI. haB.), 325 
20; Miss G. Compton, Pen No 16 (Bl Leg.), 22, 194; Mrs. D. A. 
Fowler, Pen No. 4 ‘H.L.), 19, 176; W. Poupart, Esq., Pen No. 5 
‘Bi. LaB.), 21, 172; Miss E. Elvidge, Pen No. 17 (W.L), 19, 163. 

| Section 1. Division KB. Heavy Breeds.—H. Pickford. Esa., Pen 
Wo. 6 (R.I.R.), 71, 736: Sir J FitzGerald, Pen No. 15 (LS.), 75, 698: 
A R_Winpenuy, Esq., Pen No. 9 (W.W.), 68. 574: E. Fownes, Bs¢., 
Pa No. 13 (W.W), 69, 525: G. Rose. Eeq., Pen No. 20 (R.I.R.), 50, 
)#2; R. F. Daintree, Eeq., Pen No. 10 (RALR.); 49, 422. 


SINGLE BIRD ENTRIES. 


Section 3a. (Light Preeds)._R. W. Baker (W.1.), 18, 144; J. N. 
Williams (W.I..). 16. 132; J. N. Williams (W.L.), 13, 107; A. W. 
| Brown (B.L.). 6.65; F. E Robinson (W.L.), 1, 8. Be a 
{ Section 3b. Heavv Breeds.—C. G. May (W.W.), 10, 82; F. EB. 
|Rotinson «W.W.), 6, 50. 


LONDON MARKET ADVICE TABLE. 


DECEMBER, 1925. 
By A’ VY. CLARKSON. 


Well, here we are round to December again, and naturally 
everyore 13, or ghouid be, SerOusi1y considering what there Is 
on his farm that can pe vuraed into money, pearung in mind that 
the Christmas market should be the niosi remunerative market 
ot the year. Proaucers snould tare to hearc the tact that this 
‘ime of the year, mu itihey are Seusding out poultry, it should be 
esipecially. well prepared, because pouttry at Christmas time ony 
raaks with every other commoaity, ala is sola to a great extent 
Nn appearance. When 1 gay uhis, 1] maturalty take it tor granted 
that the reader knows the difference between “scratching himself 
anasteariig nimself to pieces,’ and that he willl appreciate the 
fact that quality counts, and rubbish, however great the embel- 
lishments thereto, wiil suill tetch rubbish price. Of course, poul- 
try sent alive jis judged absolutely on its quality, but whether 
poultry be seat anve or dead, i must issue the warning that 
no producer should send is produce without having some indi- 
cation of what une return will pe, amd Chrastmas this year 
is perhaps more serious than amy during the last five years. Last 
month 1 inentioned the facet of the French money Crisis. Un- 
fortumately, this has materialised to a very, very serious posi- 
tion, and when one considers that the bulk of turkeys for Christ- 
mas comes irvoin swrance (and, theretore, to a great extent controls 
*he market price), and at the same time realises the shocking 
depreciation in the kiench currency, it will be readily seen that 
anything may happen, but mostly to the producer of turkeys 
who is sending nw, binds on chance. My serious advice to pro- 
duccrs who have turkeys amd geese, is to try amd find suen 
private trade as possible, and thereby create some sort of protec- 
rion im vase the market chould go against them for the 
remainder, 

CHICKEN.—The demamd_ for chicken at Christmas wil] be for 
soft chicken of good size, and there will be very little demand 
for tirds scaling much under 45lbe. To those who are unaware 
of the London trade, { would state that it is useless to.send a 
bird that has thrown jts spurs, because such chicken is classed 
in London as nard and cocky, and will not at amy time: realise 
the price of soft chicken. 

DUCKLING.—The only duckling which will sell dead on the 
London Market is the all white bird, scalimg 5ibs. or over Smail 
Duckling and Coloured Duckling chould be sent alive. 

HENS.—'There will be a verv good demand for really ‘arge fat 
hens at Christmas-time, but the small stuff if not sent a fort- 
might before Christmas should be kept over until the week after 
Christmas 

SULSE.—I- is an extraordinary fact that geese at Christmas 
time have mot the popularity that they had years ago, and we 
have to thank the cheay imported turkeys for this fact. Bearinz 
in :nind the remarks ahove regarding the possible cheapness 2f 
French turkeys, prospects for dead geese are none too hopeful. 
With regard to live geese, the demand wil! naturally be for a 
really good quality pen-fed gece. Of course, ‘Ordinary rumner 
geese can be scld alive, but they do mot fetch anything like so 
much as the properly-‘ed birds. 


After having given the above advice, the writer feels that, 
although it is a bit pessimistic, it is better to be forewarncd 
than to build un hig exnectations which mav ot he realised 
AND THE OUTOOVE OF THE ABOVE IS THAT THE PRODUCE? 
MUST FOR HIS OWN SAFETY KEEP IN TOUCH WITH HIS 
SALESMAN. 


Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association. 
BURY AND DISTRICT UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 


A meeting of ‘tle albove society will be held on Friday, Decem- 
ber 11, at the Y.M _C.A, Hall, Stanley Street, Bury. Mr. Norman 
Duxbury (Pres‘demit) walll be an tthe chair. 

Mr. Tom Newman will lecture cn “Some General Probleins of 


~ the Industry ” 


The Committee give a comdiall invitation to all S.P.B.A. mem- 
hers and members of societies - affiliated with the Lancashire 
Federation of Utility Poultry Societies. say. ten miles’ radius 
of Bury, so as to give them an cpportunity of meeting other 
membens 


SPECIAL POULTRY CONFERENCE. 
A conference under the auspiecs of the Scottis National Poul- 
try Council, amd presentaltion of medals, ete., gained at the first 
Scottish Laying Test, will be held in the University (Agricul- 
tural Lecture Hall, 10, George Square, Edinburgh, at 3.0 p.m., 
at Saturday, 5th December 
Addresses will ibe given by: Mr. T. (Newman, Editor of ‘“Eggs,”’ 
on ‘ Breeding for Preduction’’- Professor Willard Thomson. 
Harper-Adams’ Cclleige, on “Poultry Housing and Environment 
as a Factor in Egg Production’; T Daliling, Eisq., Wellcome Re- 
search Lalboratory, Beckenham, on ‘Recent Work on B.W.D. 
and Roup”’ (dllustrated); Dr, F. A. E. Crew, Animal Breed- 
ing Research Dept,, Edinburgh Univensity, on-‘t A Review of 
Certain Recent Advances in our Knowledge of Poultry Breeding”’ 
(illustrated). All interested in poultry-keeping invited 


Market Report. 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27th, 1926. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING SLTUFES.—Kair supplies of British 
wheat are avallabie, and, with an active demand, prices are 
higher at all warkets, tne aycrage quotation being lis. lud. per 
cwt. as comparea with ils. Od. last week. Spot supplies’ ot 
imported wheat are on the small side and realise more money, 
No. 1 Manitoga at London averaging 14s, per cwt,, an increase 
of iid. per cwt. on the week. British mang parley generally 
meets a quiet trade, put recent values are maintaimed, while 
grinding aescriptions are in little request at about late rates, 
except at Bristol, where, witu an improved demana, higher 
prices are realised. Home-grown oats are in fair request ana 
dearer at most centres, white varieties averaging 9s. /d. and 
black 8s. lid. per cwt. Foreign oats are 1m inoaerate supply, 
aud with a fair trade prices are practically unchanged on the 
week. Maize is again aearer and Argentine averages 9s. dd. 
per cwt. as against 9s. last week. 

Bran and coarse middlings are in request and have advanced 
in value, the former averaging £7 17s. and the latter £8 16s. 
per ton. Maize products are in demand and realise more money, 
while other meals generally maintain late rates. Trade in oil- 
cakes shows some implovement on the week, but prices are 
unchanged, excepi at London, where cotton seed cake realises 
less money. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): Bristol, £8 5s; Hull, 
£7 12s: Liverpool, £8; Iondon, £7 12s. Broad Bran: Hull, £9 2s; 
London, £8 15s. Middlings—Fine (Imported): London, £9; Coarse 
(British): Bristol, £9 5s: Hull, £9; Liverpool, £9; London, <£8. 
Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 12s; Hull, £6 15s; London, £6 17s. 
Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 10s; Liverpool, £7 6s. MEAL.—RBarlev 
Meal: Bristol, £9 15s; Hull, £9 10s; London, £9 17s. Maize Mea!: 
Bristol, £11 5s; Hull. £9 17s: Jiverpoo|. £10 2s; London, £19. 
Maize Meal (S. African): Bristol, £9 12s; Hull, £8 10s; Liverpool, 
£8 10s; London, £8 17s. Maize Germ Meal: Hull, £10; London, 
£9 5s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, £11; London, £9 12s. Locust 
Bear: Meal: Bristol, £106; Hull, £10; Liverpool, £9 10s: London, 
£9 12s. Bean Meal: Hull, £11 8s; London, £12 5s. Fish Meal: 
Bristol, £21 108; Huil, £20 10s; Liverpool, £20 10s; London, £20 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 

British eggs are exceedingly scarce and with only ,very light 
arrivals from other sources, quotations for all best sorts hav 
again advanced sharply, but there is little inclination to pur- 
chase the cneaper classes of eggs, although these continue toa 
become nrmer in price. The improved business in dead poultry, 
reported in the previous week, has been set back and lower 
prices rule for geese and turkeys. 

W eek-end Prices—FRggs (per 120): British, 5s 6d; Irish, 33s 6d, 
31s 6d; Danish, 34s 6d, 32s 9d; Dutch, 32s 9d, 30s 9d;. French 
(brown), 33s Cd, 31s 0d; French (mixed), 26s 6d, 24s 3d; Belgian, 
Sis 6d, 29s 6d; Italian, 25s 9d, 23s 9d; Canadian, 21s 0d, 20s 0d, 
Lithuanian, 18s 6d, 17s 0d: Polish, 16s 6d, 15s 3d; Ohinese, 16s 0d, 
14s éd; Russian, 17s 9d, 14s 3d; Australian, 25s 6d, 23s 6d; South 
te 22s Od, 20s Od; Styrian, 19s 3d, 18s 3d; Argentine, 17s 0d, 

s . 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, is 6d, 1s 2d; Irish, 
1s 2d, 1s Od; Others, 1s 3d, 1s 0d. Ducks, is 2d, 1s 0d. Geese 
Is Od, 10d. ‘T'urkeys, 1s 5d, is 2d. 


EGGS. 


__ Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 33 5d: Second, 3s 2d. Birmingham: 
First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 24d. Bridgwater: First. 3s 10d: Second, 
3s 6d. Chelmsford: First, 3s 9d; Second, 3s 43d. Colchester: First, 
os 74d; Second, 3s 0d, Doncaster: First, 3s 10d; Second, 3s 3d. 
Dorchester: First, 3s 3d; Second, 3s id. Exeter: First, 3s 6d. 
Hereferd: First, 3s 3d. King’s Lynn: First, 3s 4d; Second, 2s 11d. 
Ltandilo: First, 4s 0d; Second, 3s 9d. Mold: First, 3s 6d; Second, 
3s 4d. Montgomery : First, 3s 6d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 6d 
Second, js 3d. Norwich: First. 3s 6d. Oswestry: First, 3s 6d. 
Penzance: First, 33 1d; Second,-3s 0d. Saffron Walden: First. 
3s 7ad ; Second, 2s 10%d. St. Ives (Hunis): First, 3s 5d; Seconda, 
Ssr od: Salisbury : First, 3s 6d, Second, 3s 5d: Skipton: First, 
3s 6d. Truro: First, 3s 2d. Welshpool: First, 3s 9d; Second, 
3s 6d. *Carlisle: First, 4s 0d. *Derby: First, 38s 6d. *Ipswich: 
First 3s 9d: Second, 3s 6d. *Lincoln: First, 3s 6d. *Shrewsburv: 
First, 4s 0d; Second, 3s 9d. *York: First, 3s 10d; Second, 3s 9d. 


FOWLS. 


_ Per lb.—Birmingham: First, is 2d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, f5s 3d; Second. 44s 6d. Exeter: First, is 3d. Heretord. 
First, 1s 2d; Second, 1s 0d. Llandilo: First, 1s 74; Second, 1s 4d. 
Newport (Mon.): First. 1s 6d; Second, is 2d. Truro: First, 1s 44. 
Welshpool : First, 1s 6d: Second, is 4d. *Derby: First, 45s 6d: 
Second, 4s Od. *Ipswich: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 4d. *Lincoln. 


First, t5s 6d; Second, t4s 0d. *Shrewsbury: First, is 6d: Second, ° 


Js 4d. *York: First, +53 0d; Second, 44s 0d. 
(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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DUCKS. 


Per 1lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster) 
First, ths 9d; Second, f5s Od. bxeter: First, is 2d. Hereford) 
First, 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Llandilo: First, is 7d; Second, 1s 4d) 
Welshpool: First, 1s 5d: Second, is 3d. *Derby: First, ts 6d) 
Second, {4s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 4d. *Shrewsbury: First! 
1s 6d; Second, is 4d. *York: First, tis 6d; Second, +5s 0d. 


al) ee these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are thos¢) 
paid to producers by retailers. + Per head. ; 
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Editorial, 
CER ES, 


BREEDING FROM PULLETS. 


In the issue of November 2 5th comment was 
ade on the general advice to mate pullets to 
cond season males, and the opinion again ex- 
€ssed. that you cannot compensate for im- 
aturity on the female side by mating to an old 
ale. Further, we expressed the opinion that 
sre was no better breeder than a pullet in her 
ime mated to a cockerel in his prime. 


The following interesting letter from Mr. 5 
line confirms what we have said on this and 
ndry other matters, but it would help us con- 
lerably if any of our members or readers ot 
Eggs ’’ would send us their experiences, whether 
niirmatory or otherwise. We are only speaking 
MM Our Own experience, and such data as we 
Ve been able to collect. In reference to the 
mage of eggs, it is curious that we have failed 
Tealise that evaporation causes the drying of 
@membranes, or perhaps we have failed to 
wise the full significance of the bad storage of 
8s intended for incubation. As to the resting 
travelled eggs, Mr. Raine’s story would appear 
‘confirm what we had said, but the experiment 
ide in America was on a much larger scale, and 
Peover it was a comparison of eggs rested with 
'€qual number not rested, and the latter gave 
* best results. 


Mr. RAINE’S LETTER. 


“TI have read with interest your Editoriai 
Of date November 25th, and I can offer some 
Striking confirmation of your arguments in 
“Support of :— 


(1) Successful 
pullets. 


mating of cockerels and 

(2) That there is no need to rest eggs after 

a journey. 

43) That eggs for hatching do not require to 
be aired. 


Going back some years before the war, two 
Of the most successful breeders and exhibitors 
Of Langshans that we have ever had, viz., 
Mr. H. Wallis, of Brentwood, and Mr. Ts 
Walker, of Henley, almost invariably mated 


cockerels and pullets for their Dairy Show 
exhibits in the following year. The reason 
they gave was that :— 


(1) It was often impossible to obtain suitable 
eggs from old stock at the necessary 
time, and 


(2) that so long as the parent birds were fully 
developed the results were absolutely 
Satisfactory so far as the stamina was 
concerned. 

The splendid results in their cases from the 
mating of fully-developed cockerels and pullets 
can be vouched for, not only by the prize list, 
but by men like Messrs. F. O. Piercy and P. H. 
Bayliss, who were at one time keenly interested 
in this particular breed. 

It happened quite often that a pullet, the 
winner of the Dairy Show in one year, became 
the parent of a winner in the same show the 
following year.’ The- same applied to 
cockerels. Had there been any injurious re- 
sults of any mating on these lines it would 
never have been persisted in. 

As to the resting of eggs intended for 
setting. The following fact certainly sup- 
ports, even if it does not absolutely confirm, 
your contention that resting is not necessary. 
I well recollect the case of a setting of eggs 
being sent by a poultryman in San Francisco 
—who believed as you do—to London, with 
instructions that they were to be immediately 
returned to San Francisco. When they were 
received they were at once set, and seven 
healthy chickens hatched from twelve eggs. 
Taking into consideration, not only the length 
of the journey, but also the variations of tem- 
perature experienced, it seems quite clear that 
strongly fertilised eggs are but little affected 
by being dispatched to a distant destination. 

On the third point raised, I had it several 

years ago from a man who made his living 
from selling day-old chicks, which he hatched 
from selected eggs bought from poultry- 
keepers round about him, that the moment he 
received them he put them into air-tight con- 
tainers. The one thing that he was afraid of 
was evaporation. It surely scarcely needs to be 
pointed out that the greater the exposure to 
air—draughts in particular—the more rapidly 
evaporation takes place.’’ 


On the other point raised, as to why the com- 


mercial egg farmer pins his faith to the White 
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Leghorn, and does not consider. a dual-purpose 
breed which would enable him to sell his cockerels 
at a profit, no comment has yet been made. 

Let us put the question im another form, and 
ask: If the Light breeds or the dual-purpose 
breeds, such as the Rock, Wyandotte, and Rhode 
Island Red, are the most economical proposition 
for the commercial egg farmer? 

There surely is good reason 
this point. 

Returning once more to the. question of breeding 
from pullets, a correspondent writes :— 

‘““My eggs are good size, mostly 2 ozs. and 
over. Can I safely. put sa —large-egg strain 
cockerel with eight or nine of my best pullets, 
hatched March 5th, in January to hatch my 
next year’s layers without reducing the size 
of egg?’”’ 

Provided the pullets are well developed and the 
cockerel well matured, the size of egg will not 
suffer. If, on the contrary, these pullets were 
of the precocious type, laying small eggs as the 
result of poor bodily development, there would be 
danger of their transmitting this precocity to their 
progeny. They would inherit large-egg size, but 
they could not develop this character if they began 
to lay at a precocious age, because the bodily 
development would be small, and as the repro- 
ductive organs develop with the body the egg 
would also be small. 


for discussion on 


LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL LAYING TRIALS. 


Report for First Moith—19th October to 153th November, 1925. 


Many of the birds were laying when they arrived, and, in 
eoneenuence, a {ow have gone into a slight neck moult. 

During the month the weather has been very varied in 
character, the earlier neriod being comparatively mild, with a 
eoneiderable auantity of rain, whilst during the last week the 
conditions hove heen much drier and colder, with considerable 
frost. Pesnite these changes the_ birds have kept in excellent 
haalth. and the egg production has increased steadily, rising 
fram 91f eaes in the first week to 435 in the fourth. It is also 
atisfactory to note that the proportion of small eggs is low, 
and that the number of snecial. grade eggs is quite up to what 
one should expect at this season of the year. In the Light Breed 
Sertion, Mrs. R. Crawford’s White Lechorns have produced 75 
eges and in the Section for Heavy Breeds Mr. H. B. Howe’s 
White Wyandvottes have produced 95 eggs. In the Section for 
Two Birds. Mr. B. J. Buckler’s Rhode Tsland Reds have laid 35 
eggs, one bird having laid 22. Mr H.-B. Howe’s White Wyan- 
Aottes, No. 91, has put up the best record for the month with 26 
of which were over 20zs. each in weight. 


SUMMARY OF LEADING PENS. 
Light Breeds.— Mrs. R. Crawford (W.L.), 76 eggs; 


Mr H. B. Howe (B.M.), 67; Mr A. ©. Moore (B.L.), 67. 
Sectiva B. Heavy Breeds.—Mr. H. B. Howe (W.W.), 95; Mr. 


Mvles Morton (K.1.R), 76; Mrs. E. Ball (R.1.R.), 79. 
Section C. Any Pure Breed (Two Birds).—Mr. B. J. Buckler 
(R.1I.R), 35; Mr H Glover (W.L.), 29; Mr &. Ryle (R.I.R.), 16. 
Sa a 6 ee 


CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL. 


. 
eggs, 22 


Section A. 


EGG.LAYING COMPETITION, 1925-26. 


Single Bird Test. Report for First Month—October bth to 
November 12th, 1925. 


The flock average for the month is 11.1 eggs per bird. The 
average for the light. breeds iis 12.9, and for the heavy breeds 9.8 
per bird. Eight birds in the light breed section, and mineteen 
bird- in the heavy breed section did not lay. 

Two birds have been broody. Three birds have been through 


a neck moult 


SUMMARY OF LEADING PENS. 


Light Breeds.—A D. Tobler (W.L.), 29 eggs: Mrs. E. Johnson 
(W.L). 20: J. Jackson (W.L.), 19; Mrs. Viney (W:L.), 21; A. Dixon 
(W.L.), 19; BK. Carter (W.L.), 19 

Heavy Breeds.—E. Patterson (Buff. Orp.), 22 
(W.W.), 24: FE. Carter 
Hionett (W W.), 21; HE. Patterson (Buff Orp.), 20, 


; . J. Hignett 
(W.W.), 23; R. Darlington (W.W.), AR I 
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Utility Duck Club Notes. 


By HUGH B. GARRINGTON. 
GABLE RGOET 
It is to be hoped that these remarks willl not be‘ 
late to be of use to readers who are in doubt aby 
the winter feeding of ducks, and other kindred pr 
lems, but there has been such an avalanche of quer: 
particularly on the question of feeding, that I f; 
something should be said on the subject. Many 1 
regard what I have to say as elementary, and wi; 
they get as far as this the remedy is im their o| 
hands. 
There are two or three maim principles which m 
be remembered. Firstly, animal life in the shape 
insects, is to all intents and purploses extinct. Secomi) 
erass has virtually no food value iat this season, e 
if there is any of it left; and, lastly the air ti 
perature being low, the birds requime more food to i 
up their body heat, and if they are to lay eggs, @ 
ther supply of food over and above what I may 6) 
their maintenance ration. In short, it is much { 
feeding a herd of cows. Haich cow receives a mail} 
ance ration, and then @ certain quamtity of food ) 
callon of milk she yields. -If only the mainteng, 
ration is given the milk yield will be poor, so it is 
ducks. Of course, they may not lay, whatever 
they are given, for various reasons, but it is absolu 
certain that they will not lay, because they cani 
unless they are given the materials out of whiel 
manufacture the eggs. S| 
Tio revert to the first two principles men tio? 
insect life must be replaced by something elise. 
best substitutes are fish and meat meal. My own} 
ference is for the former, and at this time of the ; 
[ feed 15 per cent. of it in the mash, as my obje) 
the production of breeding stock. I never exceed| 
proportion, besides a higher percentage might pos} 
taint the eggs, and if there is one thing duck egg) 
ducers should avoid it is any risk of this kind. 
Grass. as has alreddy been said, is valueless, t} 
fore, whenever possible, raw green stuff should 
provided instead, either chopped up in the mias| 
stuck in the wire netting of the runs for the bir} 
peck at. | 
Now, with regard to the ration generally, it 16} 
prising how mamy people who have written me } 
seem to fight shy of maize; it is one of the) 


} 
\ 


valuable, and, at the present time, one of the che! 
foodstuffs which can be given. There is very 
risk of getting a duck too fat, and, therefore, I | 
cate a gemierous supply of maize in one for 
another If desired, the grain feed need cons| 
nothing else, while, in my opinion, there shioulld 
least 1-5th of maize in the mash feed. 

With regard to quantities, many people go o 
principle that the birds will eat all they need a 
or ten minutes, and that anything left over s 
then be removed.. I used to think this mysel 
am now. convinced that this is wrong, and, () 
quently, feed the ducks early in the afternoon, 
leave the food till they have been put to bed. \ 
the birds pick up in the first ten minutes mig 
termed the maintenance ration, what they take! 
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i@ production ration. If a bird-eats more than the 
@atenance ration. and still does not lay, it will prob- 
ily either ibe putting on fat, which it has lost from 
savy laying, amd getting back into good condition, or 
is one of those comparatively rare ducks which is 
iting om fat simply for the fun of it. 
“There is only space to touch lightly on one or two 
ore points about winter laying. Firstily, ducks 
itched this year ought, if of good strain, to lay at 
W@ latest six months from date of hatching, though 
ven the best strains can be put off the Jay by un- 
(ward circumstances, in which is included bad man- 
yjement. 
The last point is that ducks are no more fond of 
Wd high winds tham chickens, and, therefore, if it 
| possible to provide them with some shelter from 
ese, SO much the hetter. 
IT must now pass to other topics of a mom-technical 
seription A General M eeting of the U.D.C. was 
Wed at the Pailace Show, in response to requests 
om various sources, the object being to give an 
portunity for the discussion of several points, for 
hich there had been no time at the Annual General 
eeting. The most important of these were the Duck 
ge Campaign and the possibility of the U.D.C. hold- 
gits own official Duck Laying Test during the period 
126-27 
several members present made most useful sug- 
‘Stions re the former, and provided thereby an un- 
{ited field in which the Hon. Seerettary and the 
bumcil can display their enerzics It iis fitting here 
Psay that alll such suygesticns are exceedingly wel- 


me. I iknow the Council wiil be in complete agree- 
ut with me when I say that what is wanited ts the 
in-work of alll members, and not only of thiose few 
fo have been eliacted on the Council. The. problems 
Gich have to be tackled are not easy, anid no one, 
iwever smali the number of ducks he or she 
wsesses, should shy of contributing their ideas on 
aiters such as popularisiny the duck egg, marketing, 
idiso on. It is possible that a competition, with 
ies for the mest brilliant ideas or this subiect, 
ay be announced later. 

With regard to a Duck Laying Test, the general 
inion of the meeting was entirely favoumable to the 
Banisation of a test, hut it was agreed that this and 
her matters raised should all be referred back to 
é€ Council for full discussion ait its mext meeting. 1 
all hope i) he able to say some‘iiing of the resulis 
the Year Book. May I remind veaders of these 
ites. who have not yet done so, that they should at 
tee serid in any advertisements they wish published. 
ith the ereatliy-increased, membership iadvertising in 
@ Year Book should be a really profitable proposi- 
m Advertisers can bie sure that all readers are 
@nly interested in ducks, and my experience last 
@ was that nothing like enough people did adver- 
@, for requests were frequently received for names 
breeders able to supply stock, eggs, ete., of breeds 
& mentioned, or in quantities which could not be 
Pplied by those who did advertise. The same was 
@ dase with appliances, foodstuffs, ete., anid I should 
lad to feel thiat whatever any member wants he 
tld be sure of finding it advertised by a relieble 
lividual or firm in the Year Book, 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 
VERE. EO 


STALE FOOD. 


{ have received the following letter from Capt. 
Beales :-— 

“ Dear Sir,—The following experience may be ¢f interest to 
those who search in vain for 'the elusive winter egg :— 

I had some food, viz., bram, $.G.0., maize meal and fish 
mea! on my hands for about four months which was being fed 
as a dry mash to a flock of 100 R. I. Red puillets, and eggs 
were not coming along as they should be. They were not eating 


enough of this dry, but took no exception to it wet (1 feed 
both). Suspecting the food I made a special point of obtain- 
ing some absolutely fresh foed, which replaced the old dry 


mash. The result was amazing, and they are now laying very 
well indeed. This is a waining ‘to me and perhaps others 
against the use of stale food) It would be interesting if you 
could add to your remarks upon bow long you consider suai 
foods as the above, including middlings, may be stored without 
detenicration? The fresher the better always, but when one 
buys in fairly large quantities, which is necessary ‘to cut ex- 
penises, some is bound tq be staler.’’ 

I should mislead a great.many of our readers if 
I attempted to answer the question contained in 
Capt. Beales’ letter. So much would depend upon 
the food itself, and the manner in which it is 
stored. He has, in fact, answered the question 
himself. Food cannot be stored without deteriora- 
tion, in his own words, ‘‘ the fresher the better ’’ is 
the answer. Palatability is a big factor in suc- 
cessful feeding, stale food is unpalatable and 
dangerous. The result is, there is a minimura 
consumption and the egg yield suffers. There 
are foods which are unpalatable. A sample 
of fish meal with an excess of oil may not 
always upset the digestive system, but it 
results in a decreased consumption of mash 
because the birds dislike the flavour. The oil of 
meat meal is sometimes described as ‘‘beneficial,’’ 
but when there is an excess it often happens that 
it will turn rancid, and that may be another ‘cause 
of making ‘a mash unpalatable. Maize germ 
meal and maize gluten feed, when extracted by 
what is known as the “‘ wet’’ process, are some- 
times packed in a moist condition, and tend to go 
sour. When meals are stored in bags, and these 
are placed one on the top of the other for any 
length of time, they become packed and heat, as 
there is always a little moisture present—-that in- 
cuces mould. Some foods are unpalatable in 
themselves. Palm nut kernel meal is a good 
example. The danger is that the birds may 
satisfy their hunger, but they do not eat the sur- 
plus required for egg production. 

When we have the.S.P.B.A. Experimental Farm 
running we may be able to make a few experi- 
ments in this direction, I mean as to how far 
palatability affects consumption of mash, and con- 
sequently egg production. If I might give a little 
advice to some of our readers, it is that they 


384 EGGS. 


| 
ei 
3 


December 9th, 1925. 


should use their nose as well as their eyes and 
hands when buying foods. We shall soon have 
the chicken rearing season upon us, and it may 
not be out of place here to warn those who buy 
the dry chick mixturés from the corn merchants 
to be sure that these are new stock, and have 
not been held over from last year. 


THE WELLINGHAM EXPERIMENTS. 

l am .epeaung nere, py request, the mash used 
mm the Chicken rearing experiments at Wellinghain 
in tne spring. the question has arisen as to the 
cost. 1 am not able to give an answer to this at 
tne present moment, but, 11 my recollection serves 
me, I believe Miss Malcolm told me it worked out 
at 14/3 per cwt. The idea was to feed a “ com- 
mercial’? mash which would give us the very best 
results. The most expensive item was the dried 
milk, which cost 45/- a cwt. Weknew its immense 
value, but even so at that -price it was un- 
economical, and my instructions were to compound 
a mash which would contain the minimum amount 
of milk and give maximum results. The results 
were in every way excellent, but “‘maximum”’ is 
not claimed, we have much farther to go yet. The 
mash, which was as follows, was fed from the 
shell :— . 

20 ibs. Bran. 

45 lbs. Middlings. 

10 lbs. Sussex Ground Oats. 
10 lbs. Maize Meal. 

5 lbs. Dried Skim Milk. 

5 lbs. Dried Yeast. 

5 lbs. Soya Bean. Meal. 


To this was added 30 ozs. of the following 

mineral mixture : 
60 lbs. Steamed Bone Flour. 
20 Ibs. Powdered Oyster Shell. 
20 lbs. Common Salt. 


The results justified the inclusion of such+ex- 
pensive ingredients as the milk at 45/- and dred 
yeast at 26/- per cwt. There is room, however, 
tor further investigation, and we may be able to 
cheapen it yet. I need not say that the quality 
of the bran and middlings was the best obtain- 
able. It was fed as ia dry mash. 


[ have mentioned the quality of bran and mid- 
dlings. In reference to the latter, so many sam- 
ples sent me are nothing but fine bran, and when 
this is fed with a poor sample of bran the egg 
yield is bound to suffer. I know good middlings 
are hard to obtain in these days, but it is useless 
to expect eggs from hens fed on such samples 
as are too often sent to me. Where they are so 
bad as they frequently are, it would be advisable 
to reduce the quantity and add a corresponding 
amount of ground oats. It may add to the cost 
of the mash, but it will not add to the cost of 
producing the egg. \ 


The ‘All-Purpose’ System 
of Brooding and Rearing. 


By MAJOR W. HAYLAND WILSON. 


GEL RE | EC 
Continued from Page 379. (Copyright. ) | 


Now to get back to the’ chicks. My broodak 
starts actually in the incubator—and I believe ils 
one of the secrets of the game. I like to see $3 
pipping start on the evening of the 20th day wi 
just a shght film of moisture onthe glass in fror 
and I leave them religiously alone until mid-day | 
the 22nd day, when out come the egg trays f 
better or for worse, and any chicks-left unhatch 
go ‘‘down the hole”?! I never bother abe 
hatching percentages — be hanged to | 
stragglers, I’ve never managed to do any go 
with them yet. If they can’t come out up to tik 
they’re best left alone. .At mid-day, therefore, 
the 22nd day out come the egg trays, out cok 
the felts (which are left in until the hatch 1s ove; 
the ventilators are opened, I tack a double thix 
ness of brown paper over the glass in front, w 
a couple of drawing pins, so that the chicks « 
in absolute darkness, and there I leave them ur 
mid-afternoon of the 23rd day—and, I belie 
this period of absolute rest and quiet just at t 
stage is of the utmost importance in giving thi 
a fair start in life. Between four and five, the 
fore, on the afternoon of the 23rd day off th 
go to the brooder house in their nursery trays 
so bursting with hfe and energy that let | 
advise you not to attempt to draw out the nurs 
trays and hope to get the cover on afterwards,) 
you'll have the floor littered with chicks in| 
time—but slide on the cover first, getting yl 
missus, or the hired lad, as the case may be, 
push the little beggars in under while withdraw) 
the drawer; have a rug spread ready waiting} 
the incubator-room table, pile up your cove} 
nursery trays one on top of the other, wrap } 
rug over ail, and out with them to the broo: 
house. =| 

This all sounds very elemental, but I’m | 
writing for experts—I don’t pretend to be sti 
ciently expert yet myself. I’m writing for _ 
beginner, and when I began nobody told me th: 
little simple things, and oh! that I might rel 
the time and temper wasted, fumbling over j 
such trivial little businesses as this transfere 
from incubator to brooder stove. A friend 
mine (and a very sound common-sensible fell 
too) informed me only the other day that he } 
intended returning his nursery-drawer covers 
the incubator people, because he couldn't tt 
what they were for, and thought they’d been a 
in error, and was proceeding to take his chi 


out to the brooder-houses in baskets! Sout 
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jily, doesn’t it? But all I can say is, when I 
jaink of- all the silly mistakes I’ve made from 
jme to time, since I started on this game, I can 
jaly blush with shame. One begins by thinking 
s all so easy, and only iends by finding out ‘‘ how 
leh there is to it,’’ as our friends say on the 
‘ther side. 

) Round the hood of the stove, at a distance of 
‘bout 2 ft. 6in., has been run a length of } in. 
aesh wire- netting, 12 in. high, the two loose ends 
ined with a wire skewer, and Pve a length of 
| sie a foot wide, with dress hooks sewn on at 
itervals of a foot, that I can hang on the top 
élvedge of the netting, if I want to give them a 
\ttle extra warmth. Twenty-four hours before I 
Jake the chicks out, half an inch of dampish sand 


0 


as been spread all over the brooder-house floor, 
Overed with an inch of chaff (wheat or barley—- 
€ver, On any account, oat straw, remember, or 
fowll encourage vermin). The sand, for a radius 
#2 ft. 6 in. under the hover, has been left un- 
jOvered and raked over two or three times, so 
hat it has practically dried out—for although my 
déa is to get them on to damp sand after the fies 
wenty- four hours or so, there 1s no need, as far 
‘ I can see, that one should be too drastic at the 
fart. The sand actually under the hover, there- 
Ore, is left uncovered, and turned, up to within 
m hour or so of actually taking the chicks out, 
nd is only then covered with chaff. Meantime a 
uple of pint drinking founts have been placed 
Inder the hover some hours previously, upon a 
i0ard, in order to take the chill off. Throughout 
> rearing I disinfect the drinking water with 
me tablespoonful of Milton to two gallons of 
vater. I use earthenware founts, and three or 
Our times during the day these founts are sluished 
at with fresh clean water, and again overnight, 
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after the chicks have isettled down, so that clean 
founts may be waiting for them in the morning. 
[ ibelieve this question of constant change of water 
to be altogether important, as with baby chicks 
One can’t avoid their fouling the founts. Just 
before putting the chicks out I scatter a measure: 
ful of chick feed all around inside the wire, with a 
scattering on the board on which the founts stand. 
[ use, as a measure, at lb. cake tin, and find that, 
with my average hatch, round about 350 to 400 
chicks, that a full measure of the chick-feed should 
see them over the first twenty-four hours. 

I have been rearing these past few seasons over 
the first few weeks on one of the ‘‘ cooked ’’ chick- 
feeds with excellent results. At the fortnight old 
stage I begin gradually to add No. 1 size cut 


House No. 3, 60 ft. x 15 ft. Rearing House. 


wneat. At a month old I get them on to two 
parts kibbled wheat to one part of the chick-feed, 
and at the two months I gradually substitute very 
fine cracked maize for the chick-feed. Please 
don’t think from the foregoing that I set up to be 
a feeding expert—I simply try and follow broadly 
upon approved lines—and in this respect if one 
wants advice when it comes to the whole question 
of feeding, one has only to go to our Editor for 
it, I am thankful to say! At present, all I know 
is, that I have no reason to grumble at results 
from working on my present lines. 

Well, havine brought out the four nursery trays 
of chicks (I work my incubators in pairs—two 
250-egg machines to the hatch), with the help of 
the aforesaid lad we lower them on to the floor 
just outside the wire, and having unwrapped the 
rug off comes the top tray cover, and, one at each 
end of the -tray, we gently, yet as quickly as 
possible, place them well under the hover—count- 
ing, of course, as we go. 

The total is then entered up on the ‘‘ Roll Call ”’ 
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—a half sheet of foolscap that I have pinned on 
the board hanging on the centre post—and froin 
then on until they are all actually perching, every 
chick is checked off as disposed of, otherwise 
It is extraordinary how quickly one loses count. 


By this time the chicks are perking up and be- 
ginning to take a fresh interest in life—and their 
first lesson begins! 


Get down on your hands and knees and begin 
very gently tapping with a finger nail the board 
on which the water-founts stand. Tap _inter- 
mittently—try and imitate a hungry hen, trying 
to pick up her ration before the others get it— 
and you’ll have half the chicks in the hatch all 
over you inside ten minutes! Next start clearing 
little holes in the litter all round the edge of the 
hover, tapping them up to each cleared space VB) 
turn, pointing out with your nail the flakes of 
chick-feed to them—and if, inside of the first hour 
or two you haven't taught halt those chicks to 
scratch for a living, then you’ve failed in your 
duty. All I know is, that when I come upon the 
scene next morning I expect to see every chick 
scratching away for dear life—and if I don’t then 
Ii continue the lessons. And ever afterwards, 
every time they’re fed they are “‘tap-called’’ to 
it. I only feed three times during the day, over- 

night, after they had settled down, -that it may 
be. ready waiting for them in the morning, a small 
feed, round about half to three-quarters of a 
measure; again at about mid-day the same; and 
in the evening, say round about half an hour before 
they’re thinking) of ‘‘ jugging down,” a full 
measure, or in fact ias much as they can comfort- 
ably get outside. In fact, the only time in the 
day that I like to fill their litthe crops up is the 
evening feed—they’ve time then to sleep it off! 
For the rest of the day I hke to keep them verging 
on the hungry side, so that they'll spend most of 
their time  scratching—scratching—that’s the 
secret of healthy chicks—keep them scratching! 
That’s why one can’t lay down any stated quan- 
tities when it comes to chick feeding. You’ve got 
to find out for yourself. Watch your litter, and 
watch your chicks—they’ll tell you soon enough. 
There are three alternatives ; you can overfeed, 
in which case you'll find chick-feed lying about in 
the litter, and your chicks a picture of dejection, 
crouched moping round the stove—dull-eyed and 
drooping-winged, bored stiff with lfe in fact ; or 
you'll find them hanging about looking equally 
bored possibly, because you’ve rather overdone it, 
and they’re fed up with looking for chick-feed 
that isn’t there—in which case their behaviour 
when you chuck them a handful or two wil quickly 
explain the situation. Thirdly, the ideal—most of 
the chicks busy scratching, the rest—their bright 
eyes twinkling, basking contentedly- well out from 
the stove, for just ten minutes or so before they’re 
up and busy again, and ‘a few flakes of chick-feed 
left here and there in the litter—just to make it 
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worth their while to. keep on scratching. Do| 
forget, of course, about the middle of the mo} 
ing of the fifth day, to introduce them to hi 
frst green feed. Chop up a handful or two} 
preferably either watercress or chickweed that ]| 
been gathered the day before, and feed it to 
on a board, tapping them up, of course, as usu| 
and give the little beggars as much aas the'| 
tackle in an hour or so. You'll find that one) 
two of the most enterprising will presently st) 
racing round with a bit in the usual game} 

“catch as catch can,’ and the rest will chi 
him—and they’ll not take long to find out that : 
good to eat! After that, every morning they 
given their rackful, and the rack is kept filled) 
as requisite, until they are able to get out re 
larly and so find their own greenstuff. Until tl 
“ad hb’”’ is the motto! The more you can } 
them ,to tuck away ‘the better—they'll not 4 
more than is good for them. | 


(To be Continued. ) 
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WYE COLLEGE COUNTIFS’ LAYING TRIALS, 1925-26, 
(KENT €.C. AND SURREY C.C,), a 


Reld at the South-Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Ke 


These trials, which consist of 240 birds in pens of five I 
each, are divided initio two separate sections, viz.:—Kent See 
130 hirds: and Surrey..Section, 110 birds. Each county 
soparate breed sub-sections. (See records herewith). 

Fach pen of five birds is housed separately; all the birds 
trap-nested, and the eggs weighed. A system of scoring is 
used which vives preference to eggs of large size, normal | 
and texture: The score values are based upon seasonal ma 
prices By this method eggs produced during the 
months have a greater score value than those produced att 0 

Report for First Period—October 15th-November 1Jth, 4 

Health etc.—The health of the birds throughout the mi 
has heen satisfactory. One bird only has been in 
Thirty-one birds have been in moult, while ten birds Date "pe 
through the broody coops. 
Egg Production.—The number of eggs produced © during 
month (28 days) has been 2928, which gives am average 


seasons 

On the whole, the birds received were in good comm 
eggs per bird for the whole of the flock. The S icanens of z 
in lav has keen 174. 


healthy and of rather a higher standard than those kent i 
vious years The type of birds om the whole is very good. 


The birds were given until October 15th to settle down, 
on that date recording commenced, 


|| 
dt 


LEADING SECTION POSITIONS (KENT). 
Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 


White Leghorns.—Dr. Harbord, 88, 920; Capt Hardy. 81, € 
White Wyandottes.—Messrs. F. and T. Neame, 93, 937; Hi 
Moore, Esq.. 77, 797. 
Rhode Island Reds.—R, Freeland. Esq, 88. &76; The- Mi 
Jones and Moore, 77, 733. | 
Light Sussex.—Mrs. M. Crookes, 88, 832; Dr. Harbord, 80, % 


A.Q.V. (Sitting Breed)—Messrs. Campkin, Bros., 55, 4943 3 
M. Grookes, 36, 374. 


4) 


LEADING SECTION POSITIONS (SURREY). 
Ww fre Leghorns.—The Lady Lugard, 101, 1022: J. B. Bar) 


Esq 


White Wyandottes——H. Rowntree, Esq., 109, 986; ate 
Hudson Bros., 83, 909. 
: anode Island Reds—A. Brewn, Esq., 85, 852; A. Kirsch, - 
§, 7 


, ao Sussex._Sir J Leigh, Bart. 69, 695; Miss KE. M. Me. 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the EDITOR. 


| DUCKS. 


ey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 

/ answers all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
| urgency answer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
/ in these columns, ; 


POST-MORTEMS. 


] 

J 

| BODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
| Major C, G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
. Road, West Worthing. 

\jodies should be packed and sent by post immediately after 
| death, marked for. immediate delivery, The fee is 6s. for a 
) reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
| = be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
) fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 
| 


iteaders are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
| sending hirds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
| writing their name and address distinctly om the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


‘teplies by post (Not Post-Mcrtems) can only be sent to non- 
) members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of %. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase ot poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
] by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
| Major Saw-iders). 


| 


(LT, questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
| =does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relatiion to. Post-Mortem Examinations. 


, A ES 
i 

iE. F. (Abernethy) asks:, ‘‘Does it affect layes to change 
\fom wet to dry mash?” At this season of the year it wouid 
jiadly affect layers to change from wet to dry mash. At all 
limes such changes should be made very gradually, as birds are 
‘asily upset by a change. My correspondent would be wiser if 
ie began by rearing bis chicks on dry mash in the Spring, and 
Made no change at present. Put if he is very anxious to do so, 
i would be advisable for kim to wait until the birds are in full 
Mush of lav, and the days are longer. He wants a good dry 
ash for layers kept semi-intensively; they have good grass 
lenge, and plenty of green food. The best would be:—2ibs- 
ran, 4ibs. middlings, i}lbs, maize meal, #!b. Sussex ground 
ibats. tib fish meal or ineat and pone mea. For bieeding stock 
‘he following would be a good mash:—2lbs. bran, 4lbs_ mid- 
lings, 14!bs ground oats, $b maize meal, dib, fish meal, and 
fb. dried yeast. Grain ration should be equal parts kibbled 
‘Daize, wheat and oats, A good dry mash for chicks would be :— 
lbs bran, 10lbs. alfalfa meal, 35lbs. middlings, 2llbs, Sussex 
ground oats, 14lbs, maize meal, and Sibs, fish meal. 


— 


|B. H C (Dorset) writes for a table of affinities, giving 
| details as to what relationship one could mate without loss of 
‘stamina and egg production, and that entirely from the utility 
point of view, and net in reference to show birds. He has a 
'Wety good cockerel—a well-developed bird, and good colour and 
\size, with good records behind him ,but lhe has no breeding hens 
other than the cockerel’s aunts, and he asks would this mating 
‘be detrimental to stamina and egg production? He encloses 
‘sample of meat and bone meal, and asks if it thas the same 
nutritive qualities as meat mea!l, or should he give an extna 
Quantity in the dry mash, and if so how much? He is using 
the following dry mash: 2awt. bran, 4owts, middlings, lewt: 
Sussex ground oats, lewt. maize meal, and lewt. meat and 
fone meal For the winter months he reduces the bran by one- 
half. His birds are laying very well now. Mamy laid 25 to 28 
“eggs in October, and the wecords for this month are quite as 
good. He is anxious ito: know whether ““Dento’’ meal and bone 
‘meal supplies sufficient anima! food to make up the wastage. 
He asks what iis my opinion of flaked maize im (place of maize 


| 


meal or maize germ, He states that he is unable to take advan- 
tage of our scheme of co-operative supplies, as there is no depot 
in his district —In answer to the first question I would advise 
my correspondent to have nothing to do with the table of 
affinities. Thare is no greater misbake made than in breeding 
by chart It iis always a question of the selection of the in- 
dividual, snd not how c'ose you ¢an mate. Une way go very close 
if the individuals are exceptional, and a very wide matimg may 
give disastrous results if they are inferior, The only table of 
affinities is Felch’s Chart. This involves in-breeding in two forms 
—dam to her son, and sive to his daughters—there is one other 
form of in-breeding, viz., brother and sister. I do not think, 
from my correspondent’s deseription of his birds that his mating 
which he suggests, of the cockerel to his aunts, would be detri- 
mental to either stamina or production, but it is up to him to see 
to the selection. ‘The sample of meat and bone meal is a very 
good one As to his question whether it contains the same 
nutritive qualities as a pure meat meal, the percentage of 
albuminoids would not be so high. That is perfectly understocd, 
but the latest developments would seem to prove that a good 
sample of meat and bone meai is of better value than a pure 
sample of meat meal, as it is the mineral salts which counts. 
The records of my correspondent’s birds are in every way saitis- 
factory. I would suggest that as the days are now shorter, he 
sees to it that they get a very heavy feed of grain at night—as 
much as they will consume, As to my opinion of flaked maize 
in place of maize meal or maize germ, flaked maize is more easily 
digested A good sample of germ meal, I would prefer the 
maize meal, and the $.P.B.A. cam now offer an excellent sample 
at 10s 8d, per ewt., f.o.r., in mot less than 5owt. lots. Wath 
reference to his inability to obtain foods under our Food Purchase 
Scheme, I may inform him that ‘we have depots both at South- 
ampton and Winchester, and would possibly be able to serve him 
from Poole shortily. 


EL. A. S. writes that he has read that if R.I. Red pulicts or 
hens are mated to a Brown or Red Sussex cockerel, they will 
give all birds with a good white leg and flesh, but if a Light 
Sussex cockerel iis used, 25 per cenit. of the chicks will throw 
yellow leg and flesh, but asks if this as so, and why ?—I cannot 
be certain as to the percentages, but it is so, and the reason 
is that the Light Sussex was ‘bred from the Laight Brahma, 
which is a yellow - legged bird. It ts a question of 
reversion on Grossing. It is vather an interesting point. 
and Light Sussex breeders occasionally experience the appearance 
of the yellow-legged individual in their fl elk, 


ols 


P B. (Westmareland) asks if I consider January a good month 
to -hatch Leghorns for early pullets, or would I leave it over 
until February ?—In my view the best value im Leghorn pullets 
is the January-hatched pullet, amd those hatched in April. There 
as also this) advantage that White Geghorn cockerels hatched in 
January willl fetch quite a fair price for  talble, whereas if 
latiched jJater they will mot. Pullets which ave hatched in 
Jianuazy will begin laying before the end of June, and continue 
on through July, August, and September, when egg prices are 
good. They may alll into a partial moult in October, but the 
same would apply to. a February or March hatched pullet, which 
would not begin laying until July and August, and the cockerels 
woula be of smaller value for table. 


J.G@ YD, (Dundee) sends samples of meat and bone meal 
and ground oats. The former at 15s. 3d_, carriage paid, is a 
clean and sweet sample, excellent value for money. Sample 1, 
S.G.0.: These ace not good, and do not compare favourably 
with the cheaper sample, which, although of excellent value for 
the money, is not at all a good sample af S.G.O. 


k.-G. (Churchdown) wishes to know of sex-lunked crosses with 
the T.ight Sussex, and what I consider the best one,—The 
following is a list, it must be understood that these are the 
male birds): Brown Leghorn, Buff Leghorn, Buff Rock, Buff 
Orpington, Indian Game, and Red ‘Sussex Ii would depend to 
some extent on the purpose for which ‘‘ R, G,” wanted the 
cross made. For ia dual purpose ‘bird, the Leghorn crosses, either 
Buff or Brown wow!d be best; the Indian Game would give a 
fine table bird and a poor layer. The same remark would 
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apply to the Red Sussex, unless it would come from a stain 
with which had been bred fo: egg production. The crosses be- 
tween two heavy bieeds generally result im increased broodiness. 


Eblana .(Drumcondra) writes in reference to the mash which 
was described as “deficient in last week’s issue df ‘‘ Eggs’ 
undec Modern Poultry Feeding. He presumes that if meat and 
bone meal were used, and the bran reduced to llb., it would be 
satisfactory. . There would be no necessity to reduce the bran 
unless he wished to include alfallfia meal. He asks if I find hens 
do not like alfalfa. Oceaisionally we get complaints, but these 
on investigation are found to be due to the sample. Hs asks 
what I think of the following mash:—4]bs. pollacd, 1b, bran, 
2lbs, maize meall, 1lb, ground oats, $lb, alfalfa, $lb. yeast. 4b. 
fish meal. This ig a good mash, but af antended for layers would 
be too expensive. As he iis using pollard it would be best not to 
use bran. We distinguish between pollard and middiings. He 
complains that people want a general mash suitable for 
cocke:els, pullets, breeders and layers. Well, now, isn’t that 
just lke *em ? 


J. L. (Barnet) is not getiing eggs, and he badly wants to 
know why. The pullets, White Wyandottes, are 258-egg strain, 
and were hatched at the end of April, His feeding consists of a 
wet mash of two parts clover meal, one bnan, three toppings, one 
biseuit dust, one ground oats, hhalif bean, quarter meat meal ; 
wheat three parts, and oats one part as the grain feed, 2ozs. per 
bids at night.—Apa:t from the fact that the birds were late 
hatched, and would be longer iin coming into production; the 
feeding is wrong, and the quality pood: The cloyer ils only 
chaff, and ‘contiins a very high percentage of indigestible 
matter The ground oats are inferior, and the toppings little 
betier than fine bran, “‘J_ L.”’ should change his feeding as 
follows. but ‘he must get better quality or nothing — will 
avail.—4lbs. of toppings, llb, biscuit dust, 1b maize meat, 
llb, alfalfa meal, lilb. fish meal or meat and bone meal. As 
grain feed give three parts kibbled maize amd one part wiheat; 
The birds are under-nourished at present, and want feeding up, 
I do not think they need a tonic. “J. L.” must not put too 
much reliance on that 250-egg strain; there are good and bad 
of all strains, 


W H W (Worksop) sends me four samples of ground oats. 
No. 1. which he cam purchase locally at 19s. 6d. This is an 
excellent sample . but not so good ais the $.P.B.A, are offe.ing att 
12s. 6d., f.o.r, Sussex, In consider the price (19s 6d.) exorbi- 
tant. No. 2 at 18s. 6d. carriage paid. This also ig a good 
sample, but 18s. 6d is too much money, No 8 at 16s. 6d,, car- 
riage paid. This is not such a good sample as the other two; 


moreover it is not “Sussex ’’ ground, but it is better value for 
the money. No 4, which my carrespondent can purchase: locally 
at 16s. 6d.. is the poorest sample of the lot; not so good as No 
3, carriage paid. Particulars of the S.P:B.A. have been sent 
him by post. as requested, 


ot 


C. W. (Thetfo.d), being a new reader of ‘Eggs,’’ the woulld 
hke to know more cf our system of rearing chicken. He has 
geneially bought a ready-made mash, but a man highly recom- 
mended our system as advised in the Year Book, and he wishes 
to know if we can send him a copy of the same, as the 1926 
edition would not be available as yet.—I am sorry that no copies 
of last year’s Register are available, but he might care to try 
the following system, Give the mash from the first day as 
follows :—21'bs. ‘bran, 10lbs, alfalfa meal, 35lbs. middlings, 
2libs. Sussex (ground ots. 14lbs. maize meal, amd Slbs. fish 
meul. This should be continued until the chicks are eijcht 
weeks old when they should be placed upon the following :—- 
slbs. bran, 4lbs  middlings, 13lbs Sussex ground oats, db. 
maize meal, and lb meat and bone meal. ‘This should be 
continued until the birds are five months old, when they should 
be placed upon an ordinary laying mash. As to his system of 
feeding, this consists of one ounce of wheat and miaize every 
morning per bird, and a mid-day meal conséiisting of a wet mash 
made of one part Sussex ground oats, one biscuit dust, one fish 
meal, one maize meal, four middlings. This may prove 
rather fattening iif the birds are not producing eggs but in 
other respects it 1s quite a gocd mash. The sample of Sussex 
‘round oats he sends is most decidedly mot “Sussex’’ ground, and 
is not good value at the money. 


J. L. (Cavendish) asks me if I can give him feeding instm 
tion for pigs. This is’ outside my scope. He often fe 
tempted to try our laying mash for young pigs. I am afr 
this is a matter in which I cannot advise him. I cam recomme 
Bull Rocks for an exposed position, but I do not know the pi 
ticular individual whom he menticns. Yes, I do recomme, 
sowing.  Luca.ns as a permanent green food for stock, ‘Tf 
mineral salts would be supplied in the article he mentions, b 
it is rather an expensive method of supplying them. Wi 
regard to the incubator: I have had no pe.isonal experience of th 
so I am not in a position to recommend it, 


DORSET LAYING TRIALS. 


Poultry Instructor’s Report for First Month of Laying Trials 
1925-6. 


All birds arrived in a satisfactory state of health the begi) 
ning of October, weather. continuing fine until the 15th: 
Qctober, when the test commenced. ‘Since then the weather h 
becn somewhat erratic—19th-23rd heavy rain, again on 26th, 27t 
November leit, 2ndamd 3rd Fine and mild, 17th, 18th, 24th, 25t 
@8th, 3ist October, 4th and 7th November, then fine with co! 
wind from 8th until 11th, end of first month. 

Sixty-fcur birds have been moulting during the month. 

: Twe birds have been broody: No. 28, 10 days; No. 214, thr 
lars. 

Four Pens—Nos: 20, 21, 37, amd 38—have not yet commenced 
lay owing to not being hatched early enough. 

All birds in Pens 29, 41. 45, 50 have been moulting heavil 
and have not yet contributed to the egg basket. ; 

Seven birds have passed through hospital for various ¢o! 
plaints varying from one day—one week, but are now back . 
their pens. Eight others have had medicine. 

Three thousand eggs have heen sent to the Dorchester Mark 
since the commencement of the trials (751 from ist to 14th Octobe 
2289 for first month, October 15th to November 1ith). 

Light Sussex No..189 leads the test for the first month, layil 
27 eggs in. 28 days, scoring 254 points, market price for san 
being 7s. 6d F 

It. may be interesting to visitors to know the leaders of tl] 
different sections, and, therefore, am extra ring has been plac 
ci the leaders which may be seen: in Pens 6, 26, 32, amd 43. 

A. TURNER, County Poultry Instructor. 

14th November, 1925. 


LEADING PENS IN EACH SECTION. 


Section 1—N. V. Fowler, Bridport (W.W.), 621 pts; Capt. 
G. M. Whitley, Corfe Mullen (L.8.), 599; J P. Harding, Kmow 
Hall (KR T-B:), 594; Mrs. D. B. Giark, Steepleton (W.W.), 533. 

Section 2.—Major Leschallas, Charminster (W L.), 590; Ma 
Trehane, Hampreston (W.L.), 589; Capt. Turton, Ensbury (W.L 
401. R J. Aitken. Moreton (W.L.), 399. 

Section 3.—H. E. Wilds, Marnhull (L.8.), 757; H. J. Northove 
Buckland Ripers (L.8.), 749; Mrs. Neave (late of Framptio 
(BE _R.’, 641; W. J. Southwell, Hazelbury Bryan (R.1.R.), 623. 

Section 4.—Miss Oddy, Miloorne St. Amdrew (W.i.), 556; Ma 
Davis, Pulham (BL.), 217; _ Mrs. Roberts, Silton (W.L.), 172; 
Runyaid, Weé&it Lulworth (W.L.), 150. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B A. 


So many of our readers are under the impressio 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigre 
breeders, of farmers on a large scale to  rend¢ 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.4 
This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is ov 
to assist. all grades of poultry-keepers, from th 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the intensivis 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equ¢ 
benefits The Five Shilling subseription bring 
with it many advantages, namely: Free Advice b 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefi 
of the Discount System, and many othe 
advantages too numerous to mention here. Yo 
snould write for full particulars to the Secretary 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches; Rudgwick, Horshan 
Sussex. The financial year began on Ist September. 


December 9th, 1925. 


MR. SOMERVILLE AND VENTILATION. 


To the Editor of ‘ Eggs.”’ 


Dear Sir,—I am sorry to see that Mr. Somerville 
)m his reply to my ietter still keeps up his pseudo- 
jscientiic attitude, and declines to show how he 
jguts his principle into practice. I note he is in- 
jdifferent as to whether his system is accepted oi 
/act, but I hope he will pardon me if I siay that his 
jarticles radiate an enthusiasm which is altogether 
{at variance with this statement. I would suggest 
jthat no man who wields the pen of a ready writer, 
as he certainly does, should be indifferent as to 
jhe results of his advocacy of any cause. It’s too 
much like handing out high explosive and being 
indifferent as to the use to which it may be put. 
fo a great many readers his style must be most 
|Mpressive, and, certainly, in felicity of expression 
{a plain Lancashire man, am handicapped in my 
jittempt to correct his perspective in this matter, 
mid that of such of your readers, who, having not 
00 much money and less experience, have been 
‘tracted by the apparent cheapness of his method. 
|>Let me say at once that I feel he has allowed 
@S enthusiasm to distort his sense ot proportion, 
ind caused him to express his ideas in rather 
xtravagant language. for instance, when he 
‘peaks of having received a ‘‘ mass of correspond- 
ymce’’ he is using an expression which has a 
)Owertul effect in influencing people, but what he 


| ee means by that is lett to the imagination. 


; 


{number of people have written to me approving 
By letter in which I have tried*to pin him down 
O essential points, but I should not call it a ‘‘ mass 
i correspondence.’’ Again, he speaks of the air 
Glets of his house as ‘‘ ports.’’ That sounds a lot 
etter than saying that the inlets consist of a row 
W holes bored in the sides near the base, but which 
fatement really conveys a correct impression of 
us device? 

However, I must deal with his theoretica] dia- 
fam (page 339), and | do not hesitate to say 
fat it is incorrect both in theory and practice. 
ease do not imagine thiat I am one of those thick- 
faded people who take an intense dislike to ail 
Réories. A theory, provided it is based on the 
Mole of the facts of the case, is an exact state- 
Wnt of what will happen in practice, but there 
te a number of factors which are not considered 
Pthe diagram in question. Mr. Somerville has 
tated a number of axioms, but let me remind him 
‘fone or two others affecting the case, such as 
‘The angle of reflection is equal to the angle of 
Ieidence,’’ ‘‘Change of motion takes place in a 
(aight line,’ ‘‘ Frictional resistance is pro- 
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portional to the speed, etc.,”’ all bearing on the 
subject. Now in his diagram the aperture through 
which the force B., which is a wind pressure of, 
Say, 50 miles per hour, must pass to C. becomes 
highly congested since some of the pressure 
applied to the side of the roof is deflected to this 
aperture, and the velocity of the current at this 
point may be 200 miles per hour. The resistance 
to the current then becomes so. high that the path 
downwards to A. becomes the line of least resist- 
ance, and consequently the force B. tends to 
drive down the inside of the roof on the side oppo- 
site to B. It must be borne in mind that the 
ascending force A. will barely exceed 5 miles per 
hour, and has little effect in opposing B. Some 
of the force B. will then pass out through the 
“inlets ’’’ at the base, no matter how small these 
may be, and the rest will set up currents in the 
house itself and then pass out to the point C. 
Air is subject to compression, and even if the 
house were quite airtight, except for the ridge 
opening, the force B. would enter. To explain the 
whole of the actions and reactions would require 
a full course of the science of physicsy which I am 
not competent to give. The following diagram 
is much nearer the truth than that of Mr. 
Somerville :— 


en: es aes aes 
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I do not condemn the Apex type of house 
entirely. Like most other things on this earth, 1t 
has its uses, and what I object to is its abuse. 
As a colony house of not more than 14 ft. square 
it can be made very useful, but not on Mr. Somer- 
ville’s. lines. With the Editor’s permission I will 
try to prepare an article on this and on housing 
generally for next week. 

Yours faithfully, 


TOM CARTER. 


VENTILATION. 
To the Editor of “‘ Eggs.” 


Sir,—May I trespass on your space to the extent 
of a few lines in an endeavour to put the matter 
of ventilation of poultry houses in a comprehensive 
and simplified view? 

Is it not a fact, and to a great extent unrecog- 
nised, that there is no earthly reason why air 
should enter a building or chamber unless it is 
made to do so in one of three ways? 

(1) By pressure from the outside, in which case 
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an air inlet and exit must be provided. The 
ordmary span-roof and lean-to types of house 
with apertures distributed over various parts would 
come within this category. 

(2) By diffusion, which is complete or partial 
and generally very inadequate tor the purpose. 
Mr. Price’s straw houses would appeal to me as 
bemg, possibly, one of the best or these; I con- 
sider his contribution one of the most valuable :n 
the matter of housing. 

(3) By suction or induction, which may be seli- 
generated and controllable to any degree. My 
reason for offering this view of the matter is that 
some of the technical details unavoidably con- 
tained in my recent article, however elementary, 
may have obscured the obvious to some of your 
readers. 


In reply to the letters in the issue of 18th ult. 
on this subject :— 

Mr. E. Ismay.—I am in entire agreement that 
given the necessary pitch to the roof the lean-to 
type of house could, to a great extent, be adapted 
to the induction principle as shown by Mr. Wim- 
berley. But I suggest that it would not only be 


an uneconomical procedure if the depth from back 
to front were anything over, say, ten feet, but 
also if less than that there would be grave danger 
of instability in a high wind. 

In constructing such a house, would we not have 


to pive.it, as 2a 
*“lean-to ”’? 

With regard to the air inlets of self-ventilatmg 
houses-being above floor level, the reasons for this 
were given in my article. 

Mr. Ismay says, “ Are we dealing with gases 
and atmospheres that are lighter tham air, i.e., 
that naturally rise to the top? I think not. 
Carbon monoxide ”’ (the black is mine) ‘‘ and 
carbon dioxide (C.O.2) are heavier than air. Their 
natural exit is through the floor.’’ 4 
fol quote Mr. Ismay as | read from my copy of 

Eggs,’’ and am hoping that your printers have 
been guilty of an error, because as it reads it 
appears to be rather staggering in so far as the 
suggestion that carbon monoxide is exhaled by 
animal life. 

My medical knowledge is exceedingly limited, 
but my experience with carbon monoxide (C.O.) 
has been very intimate over a period of twenty- 
five years, and I know it to be one of the deadliest 
of blood poisoning gases. I am, _ therefore, 
anxiously wondering if this statement is correct. 
Would some medical authority among your readers 
answer the question, which must be of vital in- 
terest to us all? Can a bird, or any animal, 
generate carbon monoxide in its internal economy 
and live to do it? Also, is it possible for this gas 
to be generated in any way in the ordinary func- 
tioning of ‘a poultry house? : 

If Mr. Ismay’s suggestion holds good there is 
the greater necessity. for a continuous upward 
current of air in the ventilation of poultry houses. 


type, some other name than 
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May I correct his statement that carbon monoxide 


is heavier than air ; its density as compared with | 


air (=1) is 0.973, and theretore lighter. 


q 


U 


With regard to the suggestion that carbon | 
dioxide (C.O.2) would fall to the floor and filter | 


through holes-—always providing these were not } 
choked with litter. | 

Surely it may be regarded as certain that all | 
foul gases generated in a poultry house under | 
ordinary working conditions will be in a state of | 
diffusion with the air, and the percentage suffi- | 
ciently low to render the density such that a very | 
slight increase in temperature will carry the mix- | 
ture to the top. . | 

[ cannot imagine the percentage of C.O.2 
being so high as to cause it to drop out of | 
diffusive combination and fall. If, as I and at} 
least one other, have already explained, there } 
should be a barrier of cold air at the top ot | 
the house, then it is possible that the fouled atmo- | 
sphere may hang about in stratas. If it were: 
present in such quantity as to fall out of com- | 
bination and drop to floor level my impression 3s | 
that the birds would soon be sitting on gilded” 
perches, pecking at golden grain out of golden” 
troughs, but not laying golden eggs. | 

Mr. Ismay’s last paragraph but one, describing | 
the possible conditions which obtain towards in- | 
duced ventilation in a lean-to house, is the first! 
contribution of real value we have had in defence | 
of the type. I could have wished, and hope, for | 
a more elaborate communication on the subject | 
from him. My own experience, and that of many | 
others, is against it, but that is not to say” 
it cannot be done, and certain structural conditions | 
which he has' employed may have secured the |} 
desired end. If so, there are many readers who} 
would be grateful for his advice since they have | 
these houses, and it is very undesirable to continue | 
using what one feels is unsuitable apparatus. | 

Mr. Ismay’s theory and practice would bring the| 
ventilation system under the Jirst of the three| 
mentioned. in my letter above, and if successful | 
should be of very great value. Can he conquer the} 
dragon, DRAUGHT? | 


With reference to rollers on sliding door. FE) 
pair of such rollers cost me sixpence, hinges for) 
the purpose would have cost ninepence. 


‘“ Smallholder.’,—I am sorry the type of vent 
indicated in my original article should have caused. 
him to ‘‘take the count,’’ but it would appear} 
that he lacks courage since he wants someone 
else to catalogue his objections to the Apex house] 
for him. ‘| 

Anyway, I can hardly be held responsible for} 
his inability to differentiate between a diagram land. 
a working drawing. | 

The following extracts may be of interest to 
‘‘ Smallholder.’”? They are from letters received 
from one of the first applicants for plans nearly 
a year ‘ago, who is an important member of the 
S.P.B.A., a man of extensive technical knowledge, 


mn. | 
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|, large producer and of distinct executive ability ; 
4 . Lhe Apex house which I arranged as a 
jrooder house hais been in action for some time, 
ima it perfectly successful ...... it is the 
jest thing in brooder houses I have seen. 
} am building Apex houses as fast as I can in my 
|pare time.” 
“Incidentally he discovered a weak spot in the 
jmiginal design, and his suggested remedy was 
jidopted forthwith. In referring to it he says: 
©. . It is a-mere detail, and in no way interferes 
‘vith the splendid qualities of your design.”’ 
Thus we see how some nurse my baby for me. 
‘ts service as a brooder house was outside my 
ontemplation when designing it. I regret that, 
“xcept by correspondence, we are unknown to one 
jwother. 
| ** Smallholder’s ”’ 
eeds no comment. 
i That the Apex house will not appeal to the 
necessities of all goes without saying. Personally 
‘hold no brief for it-beyond the fact that it lends 
itself rather better to the induction system of 
Wentilation and provides me with all I require as 
a laying-sleeping house at a third the cost of the 
Span-roof type. Since ‘‘ Smiilholder ’’ 
Winced it is no good, why does he worry about the 
‘sale of plans? To supply these is a distinct favour 
Om my part—even if to some extent a morai 
obligation—and they are generally purchased by 
those who are enthusiasts for progress in the 
poultry industry, and who for some good reason— 
which must be quite unknown to ‘‘ Smallholder ”’ 
‘can estimate the value they may ultimately be 
to them. 
As a congenial occupation their preparation has 
its limits, but I have received more compensation 
in the way of letters of appreciation than any 
Monetary consideration. 


Yours faithfully, 
C. WINTHROPE SOMERVILLE. 


remark about snow and rain 


LIGHT v. HEAVY BREEDS. 


, 


To the Editor of ‘“‘ Eggs.’ 


Dear Mr. Newman,—I have been very much 
interested in your two recent Editorial articles in 
@Eggs.’’ One. entitled ‘Porridge,’ which 
appeared two weeks ago, and the last entitled 
“ Why?’ appearing this week. 

Your Editorials are always interesting and full 

‘of “ horse’’ sense, and these last two, exposing 
Many silly fallacies among poultry people, to my 
‘Mind are particularly interesting. 
‘There is, however, one query which you asked 
‘jim your first letter, and answered in your second, 
Which I must draw attention to, as I feel that, as 
‘@ commercial egg farmer (and I am sure there are 
Many others that will support me), you have not 
Stated the case correctly. 


} 
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I have in the past kept the heavier breed, 

namely, the White Wyandotte, and had to discard 
ner after three years’ {careful comparison with 
her lighter sister for the following reasons :—- 
_ Ist. All my houses are built to allow of 4% sq. 
ft. per bird.. Some carry 1,700, others 500 birds ,; 
in actual practice I find that the larger the house 
the less sq. ft. per bird is possible. It naturally 
is my object to have a breed that will thrive under 
this treatment, and what other than thie light one 
will? I found that where I could house 500 Leg- 
horns safely I could only put 400 heavies. I have 
to consider my egg receipts from a house point of 
view as well as the mdividual records. I found 
that there was very little difference in the actual 
performance of the two breeds, but naturally my 
house with 500 Leghorns in. the year produced in 
cash very much more than the 400 heavies. 

2nd. I also found that the 400 heavies eat 
about the same as the 500 lighter breed. Another 
gain. 

3rd. Leghorns in coming into lay, lay fewer 
small eggs before getting into their stride than 
the heavies. 


Ath. Broodiness is almost absent in the light 
breed. 
5th. Lastly. I found that the heavy breed 


actually required a sort of coaching in the art of 
perching, otherwise they lie about the floor of the 
house unnecessarily fouling it. 

I submit that these reasons are very material, 
and are hard to explain away. I will admit, how- 
ever, that the heavies have the advantage in the 
following particulars, but even these advantages 
do not, as far as my experience goes, balance the 
disadvantages detailed above. 

ist. A greatly mereased value of the young 
cockerels and old hens as meat. 

2nd. Much more easily controlled in their runs, 
and more docile in the houses. 

3rd. The heavier sister perhaps makes a better 
mother. where incubating artificially is not 
practiced. 

Yours faithfully, 
HECTOR M. MORRISON. 


We are pleased to have Mr. Morrison’s letter on the above 
subject. We did not attempt to enter fully into the arguments 
in both cases, but left it open for discussion by our readers. 
The other side of the question may possibly be presented by 
those who favour the heavy breeds as the best commercial 
propasition,— (Editor. ) 


A DISCLAIMER FROM KARSWOOD. 


—— 


To the E:ditor of ‘* Eggs.’’ 


Sir,—Our attention has been drawn to a state- 
ment which appeared in ‘‘Eggs’’ on September 
30th, 1925, as follows :— 


‘“ Al] the humbug of the much-advertised spices and the 
testimonials which acccmpany them we can treat as humbu, 
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unobservant people.’’ 


poses, to deceive, to hoax.’’ 


As the proprietors of 
Karswood Poultry Spice (containing ground in- 
sects), we feel the above statement will be taken 
by your readers as a reflection upon the integrity 
of those people whose testimonials, on behalf of 
Karswood Poultry Spice, have been published 
week by week in the leading poultry papers, daily 
papers, and Sunday papers, for over eleven years— 
different testimonials every week from all classes 
of poultry-keepers in all parts of the country, 
giving their names and full addresses in every 
case, 

So far from being humbug, everyone of these 
testimonials is absolutely genuine ; and, as regards 
the writers being either ignorant or unobservant, 
we can only say that their records and egg books 
prove them to be some of the most successful 
poultry-keepers in this country. 

We therefore feel (and we feel sure you will 
agree, Mr. Editor) that your remarks are not in- 
tended to apply to the writers of the testimonials 
printed for Karswood Poultry Spice, and we trust 
: you will accord us the courtesy of your columns 

to make this disclaimer. 


Yours faithfully, 
E. GRIFFITHS HUGHES, LTD. 
ALFRED MARLAND, Director. 


WEST SURREY POULTRY SOCIETY, LTD. 


WINTER LAYING TESID, 1925-26. 


Held at Chilwocth Poultry Farm, under the management of 
Messrs. Hudson bros, 


Peport for the Second Month (Four Weeks)—November 2nd to 29th. 


The health of the birds has continued good; the pullet re- 
rorted in hospital tast month having returned to the pen, and 
ao other cases of any kind having peen- detected. 

Yne brooly es0p has had no occupant throughout. There 
are still fourteen birds which have not laid am egg during the 

: test, several of these are in moult. 

The total eggs tor the second period was 1,335 (10.43 per bird, 
ag cumpared with 1,222 (954 per bird) for the first month. The 
highest daily total was 62, and the lowest 37. ‘here has been 
a noticeable increase in the number of first-grade eggs, though 
severai pens leave much tw be desired yn this respect. Five pens 
have exceeded the limit of 50 second-grade cegs, and several otihers 
are likely to forfeit marks shortly for the same meason. 

Sir Jobn Leigh’s Light Sussex No. 64 wins the award for best 


individual score of first-grade eggs, Capt. Britt’: Wyandotte 
reverting to second place 
HUDSON BROS., Secretaries and Managers. 


Figures are Eggs and Points to date. 


White Wyandutte,Capt. M H. G. Britts (b), 126. 118; Burrows 
Lea P. Farm, 106, 106; Capt. M. H. G. Britts (a), 84, O49. Seay & 
Wills, 89, 74 
. Rhede Island Red.—W. Ezzard. 106 91; H. W. Homewood, 86, 85- 
; J. & Bantoft, 56, 52. 
a rght Sussex.—Sir J. Leigh. 118, 118: Burrows Lea P. Farm, 
White Leghorn.—W. Ezzara, 108, 168; Mrs. C. R. Harding, 80, 
77; Sir J. Leizh, 84, 77/ Burrows Lea P Harm, 113, 73. 
1 Black Leghorn.—H. G@ Hood and Sons (a). 80, 79; H. G Hood 
and Sons (b), 78, 75: H. Rowntree, 70 65. Bach pen consists of 
foar pullets. 


in the first place, and the testimonials come from ignorant or 


The dictionary definition of humbug is: ‘‘ An 
imposition, hollowness, pretence, one who so im- 


the -much-advertised 


Scientific Poultry © 


Breeders’ Association. 


return on 
The 


Full particular» of membership will be sent by 
the 
Beeches, 


Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, 
Rudgwick, Sussex. 


application to 


NOTES FROM LANCASHIRE, 


I hear that Mr. E. Collier, of Igol, Preston, has 
been appointed Secretary to _the 
Utility Poultry Society in succession to Mr. C. 
Parker, who has resigned. 

This office ialso carries with it~ 
Secretary to the Society’s International Egg-Lay- 


Lancashire 


the duties of” 


ing Test at Hutton, periodical reports of which” 


are always most interesting. 


Mr. 


of Utility Poultry Societies. He is also Secretary 
of the Poultry Social Club, which meets periodic: 
ally at Preston to discuss matters. 


Collier will continue to hold the office ot 
Honorary Organising Secretary to the Federation — 


His new address will be at the Society offices, — 


22, Chapel Walks, Preston. 
Mr. Richard Green, of Farringdon Park, Preston, 


writes to say that in the final report of the Harper-— 


Adams’ Laying Trials, 1924-25, in Section 3, 


Small Flock (R.I. Reds), he is credited with fifth ~ 
position ; that is correct, but he also won the 


Single Pen A.O.V. Section with R.I. Red pullet— 
record 240 eggs, and in our report the name in 
respect to this bird was given as Groom instead of 
Green, 


THE EXPERIMENTAL FARM. 


Sixty of the pullets reared intensively in the 
Wellingham experiment arrived yesterday, and it 


f 


would be difficult to find a more healthy, vigorous 


or well-developed lot on any utility farm m the 
country. Miss Malcolm and Mrs. Pember must 
have been proud of them, and it is a very 
encouraging indication of what may be done with 
fowls reared entirely intensively from the shell. In 


spite of the cold weather a good number of eggs ~ 


were found in the crates. A few of the pullets 
are moulting, but we must’ remember they are 
February hatched. 
the farm, has now charge of them, and I am hoping 
soon to Start the first of the series of experiments. 
The birds will be divided into five pens of twelve 
each for the feeding experiments, and still kept 
entirely intensively. Time presses, and we have 
much to do before we are ready for the work. 
Shortly I hope to be able to publish a photo and 
description of the house which has been built. We 
shall mate some of the pullets early next year, to 
see what results we can obtain from intensively- 


Miss Hone, the manageress of © 


4 


ee 


| 


“in regard to 


college—the Hawkes! 


stay here a few 
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“kept stock as far as hatchability and rearability 
are concerned. The test will be a severe one, and 
we shall have to be very careful as to the deduction 
we make. The one important fact now is, that 
we have very successfully reared healthy, vigorous 
pullets intensively from the shell, but we are not 
‘out of the wood yet, and there is much to be learnt 
from our experience. 


PROFESSOR THOMSON AGAIN. 


A reader in S. Africa sends me the following 
cutting-from the ‘‘ Cape Times,’’ dated November 
gnd. We must not take him so seriously as he 
takes himself.. We were twenty-five years behind 
tthe times when he was here. In S. Africa we are 
‘a hundred years, and when he reaches Australia 
‘we shall no doubt be described as uncivilised. We 
“will hope the rest and change will ultimately prove 
beneficial :— 


“A -GRHAT LOSS TO. SOUTH AFRICA.”’ 


AN AUSTRADIAN “VISITOR'S MODEST CLAIMS. 
“T am the greatest authority in the world on pouliry- 
Biceping ’ was the claim advanced by Prof. D. S. Thomson, 


Who has been visiting Cape Town during the week-end while 
Weturning to Australia by the ‘ Demosthenes.’ 


“ Between 1900 and 1020.’’ proceeded Prof. Thomson, “‘ I 
mworked out the very greatest experiments in poultry-keeping ir 
“the whole world, and. this has been acknowledged by the whole 
0f the American Press. So far as poultry-keeping is concerned, 
PSeuth Africa is a thousand yeans behind the times, and Ei ieland 
ds a hundred. 

‘7 wrote to General Hertzog with regard to lecturing alt the 
PAgricultural Colleges in the Union. The South African Govern 
Ment inyited me to deliver these lectures, but it made no prowiso 
my accommodation and: so forth. Consequently I 
have :to continue my voyage to Australia—to the great 
“South Africa. I Could have given them. information in regard 
to jpoultry-keeping that would be worth a million pounds to 
them. A very large number of ex-pupils of mine are here now, 
»as the Union Government sends two..students every year to my 
suiry- College of Agriculture, which is the 
biggest, the best-equippe d and best endowed institution of its 
kind in the whole world. The New South Wales Government 
emake it am annual grant of £100,000. 


loss: of 


“It, waquiid have paid your Government toe have got me to 
months; and that at no cost to the country: 
ei had a letter from General Hertzog on the subject, but your 


Mmmigration authorities have retained the letter in their posses- 


msion. I showed them the letter before Iwas given permission 
to land.’’ 


CLAIMS TO LABOUR. 


Changing the subject, Prof. Thomson went on: ‘* I am rather 


an interesting personage in recard to my profession, and also 
in regard to politics: I am the oldest Labour moan in the 
world.’’ 
“ How olf ave yow?’’ asked the “Cape Times ’’ reporter. 
» “ Sixty-five,’ was the reply. “1 was the originator of the 
SLabour party in Australia, and cqnsequently the originator of 
“the Labour movemént in the whole world, but I am not a 
| Communist.’’ 
» Prof. Thomson, who was born in Aberdeen, has been re- 
Visiting his native land in, company with Mr. ‘A. I. Robertson, 
=e. C.V.S 


SELECTION OF THE MALE. 
I have a very interesting question from a Lancashire 
dv to} q 
inerckher. He says:— 


< 


I have paid two guineas for a White Leghorn cockerel; the 
dam's record is given ias 274, and I have every confidence in the 


breeder, aud rely on what the tells me, but the bird does not 
please me His comb is not well developed, he is angular, ner- 


vous, slack in feather, and altogether an unpleasing specimen. LI 
don’t want to return him to the breeder, who is a friend of mine, 
and I am sure acted im good faith,and has sent me a bird which 
was bred frorn a 274-egg hen, I want to know whether this 
cockere! is good enough to miaite on this dam’s record. Wouid he 
be likely to breed good layers? Is there anything iin the selection 
of the male bird by external characters? Would you reject 4 
bird if vou knew for certain that he came from a dam with a 
good record, bevause lhis appearance did not suit you, and you 
were breeding only far I would keep the bird, if you 
think that, in spite of his appearance, he would be likely to breed 
some good layers,”’ 


eEMos ? 
ICQ IGIS: ¢ 


In my view the bird would not breed -good layers, 
in spite of his dam’s record, which we will accept as 
correct. I believe that the external characters of a 


If thalt is 
we can put it in this way; a good 


cockerel should conform to the pedigree. 
somewhat chscure, 


layer exhibits. certam characteristics, which it is un- 
necessary to enumerate there. Those charaicteris- 
ties she will transmit to her progeny, not to all in 
same degree, for oC will inherit more from their 
sire, and there will be the influence of the grand- 
varents and ancestors farther ‘back. In some cases 
the progeny may have inherited more from the ances- 
tors than the. immediate parents, and this would 
appear to be so in the «ease of the bird mentioned 
above; so that, whatever his dam’s records may be, 


it is extremely unlikely he will sire pullets with the 
constitution of good layers. The constitution which 
they inherit from him will prevent their being good 
layers eebough some may inherit iso much more from 
the dam, that they may iperform fairly well. 


THE PELVIC-BONES AND THE MOULT. 
A question which ig frequently asked: “‘Whether 
the distance between the pelvic bone and the breast- 


bone is the same with birds in moult as with birds 

full lay?’ I am answering here for the benefit of our 
noviee readers. A fowl in full lay consumes a- larger 
cuantity food than one which is not. The intes- 
tines are-about double their normal size during periods 
of heavy production, The increase in size due to 
the stretching of the wails of the intestines.- At the 
same time the ovary and oviduct are also greatly 
increased in size and weight. When the hen is in full 


1s 


lay the abdomen becomes much enlarged, due to the 
enlarged intestines, ovary amd oviduct. -The pelvic 
hones are well spread. As the bird goes out of hay 


both the abdomen and the pelvic bones contract. 


THE FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME, 


The following is an extract from a letter from 


Messrs. Berney-Ficklin and Owen :—- 

‘ Almost since its inceptien we have purchased the §.P.B.A. 
mashes through your Food Purchase Scheme. We may say we 
have ‘been very satisfied in every way, both as to the results 
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achieved, the excellent ‘quality of the mashes and the con- 
venience in the purchase thereof. 

Would it mot be possible for the S§.P.B.A. to market two 
chick mashes :—(a) ““First mash,’’ 6th day to four weeks, and 
(b) am intermediate mash, 4-8 weeks? “After the 8th week, of 
course, the standard ‘‘ Grower's Mash.”’ 

In answer, may I point out that the chick mash 
at present offered 1s quite suitable up to eight 
weeks when the chicks can be put on the Grower’s 
mash. The scheme is making great strides, and 
we daily receive a large number of. letters of 
appreciation, but it is still in its infancy, and we 
have much to do before we can-perfect it. How- 
ever, we are now getting the co-operation of many 
big wholesalers, which was lacking at the start, 
and they are recognising the great possibilities of 
of the scheme, so that we shall have their support 
In Many Cases instead of their opposition. 

i might pomt out that the $.P.B:A. are not 
vendors of toodstuffs, they are simply buying for 
their members, acting on instructions from the 
General Meeting in 1923. lhe scheme is not 
being run for profit. If there 1s a surplus at the 
end of the financial year, it is probable the Council 
may decide to pay it back to-those who have 
bought through the scheme as a bonus. It must 
be distinctly understood, however, that this is only 
my suggestion, and is only spoken of -as a 
possibility. _Much will depend on. the total turn- 
over, which is increasing daily. I must repeat, in 
response to many enquiries, that we shall not yet 
bein a position to supply in one ewt. lots. It wili 
take some time to arrange this, but it will be done. 


OW! 


Mr: Frank Shattock writes :—““I enclose sam- 
ples of the layers’ mash as you requested we should 
do.. The orders haye certainly been sent on very 


promptly, and my hens have laid very well on it.’’ 


PRICES OF MASHES, ETC. 
The following meals can be supplied in 5 cwt. 
lots and upwards of one kind free-on rail :-— 


Fish Meal (Pure White) 20/0 F.O.R. London, 
* is to 20/0 F,O.R. Bristol. 


; = lA i 19/0 F.O.R. Swansea. 
z. = : = 19/3 F.O.R. Tynemouth. 
; ; 9 % 19/9 F.O.R. Grimsby. 
e ay = a 19/3 F.O.R. Bradford. 
PRICES OF MASHES. Per Cwt. 
Layers,- Growers. Breeders. 
F.O.R. LIVERPOOL 11/9 11/9 12/3 
F.O R. LIYERPOOL 12/3 42/3 13/9 
F.@.R. LONDON 11/6 11/6 12/3 
F.O.R. LEITH 10/9 10/6 11/3 
F.0.R: LEICESTER 11/0 11/0 14/9 
F.O.R. GREENOCK ., 12/0 12/0 13/3 
F.OR. KING’S LYNN 11/6 11/6 11/9 
F.O.R. BELFAST 12/9 12/6 12/9 
F.O.R. BRISTOL Se 11/9 1i/9 12/9 
F.0.R. SOUTHAMPTON 11/6 12/0 12/0 
F.O.R. PLYMOUTH 12/6 12/9 12/6 
F.O.R. ABERDEEN 42/3 11/9 13/9 
F.O.R. HARROGATE 12/9 12/6 13/6 
F.O.R. GLASGOW 12/9 12/9 
F.0O.R. STAFFS sPu sani 11/9 11/9 13/0 
Sussex Ground Oats F.0.R. London: 13/6 per cwt. 
” ie », F.O.R. Sussex: 12/6 per cwt. 
” ” », F.O.R. Bristol: 13/0 per cwt. 
; 3 »» F.O.R. London: 13/- per ewt, 


‘ Letts, Miss B.,. Windmill, Houghton-on-the-Hill, mear Leicester. 


<I 


Mr. Clifford de Kusel asks us to say that he has received a 
letter from Mulirhead of Logie, Kirriemuir, Forfarshire, with 
out any signature. If this catches the eye of the writer, perhaps 
he will send on hig name, 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Walsh, J. Keele, Landguard, Lee-on-Re-Solent. Hants 
Bishop, VC. W F., Broimstead house, mear Newport, salop. 
Churchill, C. J., “Holmead,” Curry Mallet, Vauuton. 
Stevenson, O. R., Bottom Farm, Mapledurham, mear Reading. 
Bagley, J. H. Aston-, Dean P.¥., wiugsley, Bora mm, Hante. 
Wayt, H., 9, Crebor Street, Bass: Dulwich. : 
Fiucas, #. W. Lucas, White Ash Lodge, Kichmcend Park, Surrey. — 
Gayton, Miss M., Much Hadham, Herts, 2 
Warwick, #., Lears Farm, Churchstanton, Chard, Somerset. 
Johns, J;, 6, Young’s Building, Viantobie, Co. Durham. 
Milliard, C., Dodds How, Orosthwaite. near Kendal. 
Gardiner, Sir Robert, Westwood, Mayfield, Sussex. 
Fulton, K. G., Knollhead, Kettins, Coupar Angus, Scotland 
Pursis, F., Red Lane, Kenilworth. 
Marshall, C. H., Hemswell Manor, near Lincoln. 
Butterwerth, J. W., 190, Hope Street, Leigh, Lanes. 
Gunter, Mrs. D., Rhu, arbert, Loch Fyne, Argyle 
Waring, A., Loft: Kennels. Allerton, Bradford, Yorks, 
Chapman, F, Casitle Farm, Quinton, birmingham, 
Sheard, Miss A., 49, Fark Road South, Birkenhead. 
Craigie, I, Thorpe Nursery, Amondbury, Huddersfield. 
Steboing, F. M., Hurn Farm, Hightown. Ringwood. 
Fict, A.-R.,. The Bungalow, Soberton, Hants 
Rippen, A. Stuart, Tie Laurels, Four Markis, Hants. 
Jenshaw, Haydn, Kirk Hallam, Ttkeston, Derbyshire. 
Young, W-., lvy Cottage, Corley Moor, near Coventry. 
Rrownlie, Miss J., Treesdale,. Symington, Lanarkshire. 
liangton, E., The Elms, Enderby, near Leicester. 
Brereton, Mrs. H., Wyandotte P F., Worthenbury, Wrexham 
Lewis. H., Smithfield House, Smithfield Road, Pontardawe. 
Kirkup, Miss L., Blackcleugh P.F., Medburn, near Ponteland, 
Newceastle-on-Tyne, 
James, E., Spring Villa, Flynomgain, St. Clears. Cam. 3 
Saunders, 7I., 191, Wandsworth Road, London, S.W.8. 
Roberts, H. A.,>Plaitford. House, near Romsey, Haats. 
Mayor, W., Merry Tree Farm, Balldwin’s Gate, Newcastle, Staffs.- 
Rolls, P. J., Frankland Mount, West Monkseation, y- 
Northumberland | 
Heape, Mrs. E. J., Forde, Ashford Carbonel, Ludlow, Satop. =i 
Denholm, W. N., 15, Leith Street Terrace, Edimburgh. Scotiland. ; 
Fleet, C. J., “Buena Vista,” Stamtitied Road, Bishop’s Stortford. | | 
Maxey Fruit Oo,, Ltd., Fittleworth, Sussex. =| 
Hunter, W. Hill, 291, New Church Road, Hove, Brighton. ry 
Stansfield, Mr, 278, Railway Road, Nelson, Jiames. ; 
Morley, A. E., 24, Cambridge Terrace, Gateshead. 3 
Hindley. Miss V. M., The Rectory, Lutterworth, Rugby 2 
Hindmarch, J. L., 41, Milton Street, Saltburm-by-Sea, Yorks. i| 
Cooper, G. F., 209, St. Vincent Street, Birmingham. ah 
Moncrieff, H. W., Drumbog, Fossoway, Kiuross-shire | 
Jones, C. H., “Parkdale,” Twyford Gardens, Banbury. En 
Land Miss M. E., Tigh-na-Chree, The Hill, Charing, Kent. 
Lazzolo, J:, “The Moorings,” Gayton Lane, Heswall, Cheshire. 
Duvar, Mrs. J., Hillview Cottage, Cawdor, Nairn 
Pike, Mrs. H- B, La Solana, St. Aubin, Jersey, C.I. 
Shepherd, J., White Brow P.F, Hollins, near Whitefield, < 
Mamchester. | 
Lord, S., Lodge P.F., Luma, Rossendale, nieair Manchester, “ 
Yoxfcerd and Darsham Farmers’ Association, Ltd., Yoxfiord, | 
z Suffolk ; 
Barker, A., Sycamore Farm, Kenton, Stowmarket, Suffollk. af 
Slater, W., Dovecote Road. Hill Top, Eastwood, Notts =} 
Russell, C. R., Dovecote Road. Attleborough. ; 


Williamson, J., Gairlochy, by Speanbridge, Inverness-shire. - 4 
Sewell, N., Old Seriven, Knaresbro’, Yorkshire. =| 
Oatev, S., Charewater, Scorrier, S.0. Ccrmwall. : ; 
Thornton, B., North Bank PF., Briercliffe, mear Burnley, Lanes | 
Pond, Miss D. M., Pime Grove, West Moors, Dorset: I 
Dalley, Mrs: M, The Cedams, Kidderminster, : 


=| 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH. Bi 

The prize distribution of tthe. above Society of Cups, spoons” 
and medals won in the Annual Open Utility Poultry Show ops 
November 14th, 1925 / and members’ specials won in the York 
sire Federation Laying Test, 1924-25 took place in the Crotona 
Hall, Keighley, on Wednesday, December 2nd. The Hon, | 
President, Mrs. M. E. Clay, kindly aittended to make ithe pre- 
sentations. The President, Mr. Frank Snowden, was in the} 
chair, a 
The majority ef members were present. A social evening 
followed the distribution of prizes, and a very merry evening 
was spent, Mr. Snowden, Mr. F. W. Smith, and Mr. Fisher | 
entertaining the company. Their choice was a most happy 
one. Peals of laughter were evoked during the various items 
of recitations and impersonations. € 
Mr. 8. Hartley won the prize given by Mr. F. W. Smith, for 
winner in the ‘‘ Musica! Chair ’’ competitions. =. 
The Hon, Secretary, Mirs, Wilson, had provided a R.I, Red 
cockerel for a guessing competition, Five competitors guessed | 
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|thé correct weight, and, all being fn favour of the bird being 
‘Seb up for auction, the same was sold and resqld until the sum 
‘of £2 8s. 6d. was realised, the proceeds of which were to go 
|towards the show expenses. 


| 
| 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


| 


| The December Monthly Lecture and Egg Show will be held 
at the headquarters of the branch, ‘‘ The Albany Room,"’ 
(Palatine Cafe, Lord Street, Liverpool, at 6.30 p.m. prompt, 
‘0p Saturday evening, 12th December, 1925. 

Lecturer: Mr. Tom Newman. Subject: ““ The Intensive 

System,”’ 
Lecturer: Mr. E. J. Meeking. Subject: ‘‘ What are the 
Prospects of Commercial Egg Farming ?”’ 

fgg Show.—4 Classes, White, Brown and Tinted Classes 
{# eggs), and Plate Mixed Eges (1 dozen, 4 each of white, 
| brown, and tinted). Entrance fee, 6d. J udge: Mr, Tora 
Wewman. All) entries to be received by the Hon. Secretary 
by 6.25 p.m. 
(6/- Special each class, uf 10 or more entries. 

Ist Class Certificate im each class. 
8nd Class Certificate if six or more entries in each class. 

All members of the §.P.B.A. who are not members of the 
| Liverpool Branch are cordially invited to attend the above 
lecture. 
R. J. THOMAS, 9, Grey Road, Walton, Liverpool, 


BUCKS AGRICUITURAL COMMITTEE. 


AGRICUTURAL INSTRUCTION AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
SUB-COMMITTEE. 


BUCKS COUNTY EGu-LAYING TRIALS, 1925-26. 


On October 8th and 9th the birds were received for our New 
Trials, and om this occasion we received an entry of 333. birds, 
but 9 were withdrawn, so we have 324 to carry on. With few 

exceptions they were a very nice lot, only about a score that 
|Were not matured. Unfortunately the change threw quite a 
‘third into a partial meult, but the majority of the others are 
\Waying. The special section for White Bresse are probably lead- 
| img as a section, but, unfortunately, we have had three or four 
| fail with prolapsus of the oviduct. We cannot account for this, 
as mone of the birds are being fed with over-stimulating food. 
| White Wyandottes are also doing well, 


| RESULTS TO END OF FIRST PERIOD. 

Figures are Lggs and Points respectively :— 

| Section 1—Sjngle Bird—Heavy Breed.—A. E. Ford (W.W), 
aT, 187; W. A. & H. O. Blake (Aus.), 11, 88; A. L. Higby (R.I.R.). 
(a0; 86; Mrs. L. Hiorns (W.W.), 9, 80: Mrs. N. 8. Atkinson (Aus.}, 
93°33; A. L. Higby (R.1.B.), 2, 18. 

_. Section 2—Single Bi:d—Light Breed._Captain Doyle (B.L.) 
9, 81; Captain May (W.L,), 4, 32; A. L. Higby (W.L.), 3, 28: 
| Mrs. Burges (W.W.), 2, 16. 
| ' Section 3—Three Birds—Heavy Breed.—Captain May (R.1.R.). 
| 87, 404; BE. W. Davis (W..W.), 30, 352; G. & T. Rowe (W.W.), 35, 351; 
P. G. Lewis (W.W,), 32, 262: Major Tubbs (W.W.), 25, 236; Captain 
OnE. May (W.W.), 23, 197. 

| Section 4—Three Birds—Light Breed.—A. E. Ford (B.L.), 23, 
219; Captain Bewicke (W.L.), 21, 177: G. & T. Rowe (W.L:), 17, 
168; P..G. Lewis (W.L.),16, 135: G. W. Hampton (W.L.), 11, 100; 
'B. Backhouse (B.1..), 4, 37. 

| Section 5—Five Bitds—Heavy Breed.—A. KE. Ford (R.T.R.), 
36, 380; Major Kingscote (R.1.R.), 15, 164: H. 8. Wood (W.W.), 
ee Major Kingscote (W.W.), 14, 112; Major Caldwell (W.W), 


Section 6—Five Birds—Light Breed.—Captain N. P. Doyle 

(WL), 28, 255; Major Kingscote (Anc.), 15, 126; Major Kingscote 
(W.L.), 10, 90; A. Ford (B.L.), 4, 34. 

: OPEN ~ CLASSES.—Section 7-—Three Birds—Heavy Breed.— 
A. H. Ford (W.W.), 47, 458: Haddon-Emeney (W.W.), 25, 269: 
Haddon-Emeney (R.I.R.), 27, 246: Major Tubbs (W.W.), 23, 218: 

| Hy Sidebottom (W.W.). 17, 173: H. W. Brightmore (W.W.), 12, 102. 

Section 8—Three Birds—lIight Rreed.—J. A. Howarth (WI.,, 

3, 487; Mrs. Greenslade (W.L.), 32, 321: Haddon-Emeney (W.1..), 
13, 127; Sir ©. McGrigor (RB. Tia B.), 14, 125; A. BE. Ford (W 5, 

i 60; R. & W. Wickens (W.L.), 6, 52. 

_ 2 Australorps.—Mrs.| Jackson, 22, 207; Mrs. Wienholt, 13. 140: 

J. J. Hetherington, 14, 136: H Sidebottom, 8, 66; H. Sidebottom, 

9) 45: Mrs. Hodges, 5, 40. 

Pile- Duckwing and Cuckoo Leshorns.—Standean P.F.. (G-L.), 
46 97; Mrs. F. Bunker (D.L.), 5, 40: T. W. Swabey -(P.L.), 1, 8: 
\ GP. Nelson (P.1.), 1. 8. 

White Bresse.—Mrs. Kinescote, 35, 332; Gerald Fox, 30. 308; 

(Mrs. 0. EB. Parke, 28 296: Sir C. McGregor, 23, 234; H. Binney 

3, 19; Mrs. Kingscote, 13, 105, rs 


Some Fruit-Growing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F, W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. 
EL RE NTT eee 


IRUIT SHOWS. 


Since my last notegy were written for “Higgs,” I 
spent a most enjoyable and profitable day in London 
at Holland Park Halll, where the Fifth Imperial Fruit- 
Show was held this year. That these shows have a 
wider influence for good than simply helping the trade 
and the big fruit-growers iis indisputable. 

My readers willl quickly realise what I mean, 
because they know the number of large amd ‘small 
poultry-keepens that flock to our big Poultry Shows, 
and they would not do that if they were not satisfied 
that it was worth the time and money so spent. I 
would strongly advise those interested - im growing 
fruit, even on a smalll scale, to visit this very impor- 
tant annual Fruit Show, because besides the usual 
gains from such exhibitions, there are other exceed- 
ingiy good features, or gide shows, to give additional 
interest, at this leading industrial gathering; to men- 
tion just one or two. The Hast Malling Research 
Station arranged some practical pruning demonstra- 
tions. Trees were taken there specially to illustrate 
how the actual cutting should be done under the many 
varying conditions likely to be met with in onchard 
pruning work. 

Even when one thinks that ine knows a good dea! 
about such a thing as pruning, it is suprising how 
much there is to be learnt from the latest results of 
experimental research, and this remark makes me 
think of an odd Dutch proverb which iis worth quoting 
for its quaintness in expressing a truth, and perhaps it 
may ‘be a fresh one to some :— 


“H 


(Qu) 


who knows not, and kniows not he knows not, 
He is a fool, shun him. 

He who knows niot, and knows he knows not, 
He is simple, teach him. 

s who knows, and knows not he knows, 
He is asleep, awalkie him. 

He who knows, and knows he knows, 

He is wise} follow him. 


H 


~ 


I want, in continuing my ‘“‘Autumn Notes,’’ to take 
up next the subject of Pruning, but before leaving the 
subject of shows should like to add that another fine 
feature at the Impertal Fruit Show was the arrange- 
ments made for the attendance of members of the 
staff from the Agriculturall and Horticultural Colleges 
and Experimental Research Stations, who were there 
to advise anid discuss difficulties’ likely to be met with 
in fruit growing. The stalls displaying a colllectiom of 
diagrams, photos, and even plants in pots to ilus- 
trale the results of various investigations; (a) Exhibits 
dealing with the rate of growth of fruit trees as 
as affected by stock amd scion relationships; (b) The 
action of potash in promoting root development; and 
(c) Its connection with leaf scorch troubles, were 
just three amongst many other exhibits. 
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Again pieces taken from diseased fruit trees were 
shown to illustrate the harm caused by certain pest 
and fungoid enemies which growers are up against. In 
connection with this last item I might say that the 
manufacturers’ splendidly equipped stalls “of the 
various ‘‘ ready mixed ’’ chemical sprays allso added 
interest, besides giving one a fine opportunity of dis- 
cussing with the makers the advamtages of their own 
special mixtures. 


An extract from a report of the Northampton County 
Fruit Shows gives food for thought:—‘‘ In declaring 
the show open, the Marquis of Northampton said the 
proportion of fruit imported was absurd. No eountry 
in the world coulld produce jsuch apples as England, 
yet we grew only 34 millliiom ewts., compared with 
America’s 80 million ewts. Fruit-growing could be 
very profitable. A Kettering grower made an average 
profit of £300 a year from two and a haif ecres, and a 
grower on the fbordems of his own estate made £1,000 
a year from six acres of fruit trees. Side by side with 
these were men who complained they could not make 
a profit, but the only reason was that they would not 
learn.’’ Is it not the game with poultry-keepers ? 


Now to return to Autumn Niotes. PRUNING.— 
Probably it is not quite reallised ‘honw many 
different objects are aimed at im pruning,- so 
I think that they are worth summarising in order to 
impress their importance. Everyone with fruit trees 
will soon be saying. ‘‘Of course, I ought to prune my 
trees this winter ’’—amnd it you ealll on a friend and 
he takes you into his garden, he wants you to look at 
his trees, and he ‘hopes you can easilly expilain in about 
ten minutes all that is mecessary to be done. Natur- 
ally, if they are newly-planted bushes, you can soon 
advise the little that is necessary, but if they ame 
older trees, ib is quite a different matter. 


alll of which 


Let me just put forward a few points, 
I might give 


can be more fully dealt with, and perhaps 
thes extra details in some articles in the near future. 
Naturally all pruning leads to ome main object, 
namely:—FRUIT, good saleable fruit; but to reach 
this end we must STUDY AND CONSIDER WHEN 
PRUNING :— : 
1 Age of trees. 

2. When plamted, before or after Christmas. 
3. 'The development of the Jeaders. 
4. The advantages of “tipping.” 
5. Short or long spurring of laterals. 
§. When not to prune at all. 
7. When to reduce the severity of pruning. 
8. Whether tre.s are to be “permanent.” 
9. Or whether planted tas ‘“fillers.”’ 
When suminer pruning is hLeipfut 
11. When fruit blossoms should be removed. 
12. How near to bud cut shouid be made. 

And PRUNE WITH THE OBJECT OF-— 

a Checking a foio vigorous wood growth. 
b. Encouraging growth where too slow. 

ce. Shaping your trees to ideal fruiting forms. 

d. Traiming {recs as ‘‘cspaliews,’’ “fan,’’ ete. 

e. Cutting to counteravt a. too spreading 

f. Or a too upright growta 
Completely removing sappy wood 
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h. Thinning out the heads of trees. 

i Aiding quality of fruit by thinning “‘spurs.”’ 
k. Stopping Lranches from crossing and rubbing, 
| Removing all diseased and dead wood. 

m. Having sturdy limbs to carry good fruit. 

n. Increasing the number of ‘‘leaders.”’ 


From alll this it will easily be seen that I camnot to 
day enter into the ‘Show, when, and why,”’ for I wan 
the Editor to allow me yet a little more space to adk 
a further reply to ‘“CORNWALL'S” queries, 7% 
FIGS :—You will jind in ‘‘The Journal of the Ministry 
of Agriculture’’ (6d.) for M arch, 1924, a most interest 
ing article on ‘‘Vig Cultivation.’’ Jt was only while @ 
Holland Park Show I saw itt myself. Re RHUBARB; 
“On reading over my reply I fear I may not haw 
expressed myself ciearly. The “Nitrate of Soda” i 
best used alone when new growth is starting, but i 
the chemicals are applied as a mixture, use Sulphat 
of Ammonia with Superphosphates instead of Nitrate 
of Soda.”’ 


————— $< 


REPORT OF SEVENTH MIDLAND LAYING TES. 
SYSTEM OF FEEDING AND MANAGEMENT. 
End of First Month (28 Days). 


The Seventh Midland Laying Test is made up of 315 birde 
composed as followsi:—75 White Leghorns, 90 White Wyandottes 
65 Rhode Island Reds, 25 Light Sussex, 20 any other variety breeds 
and 40 single birds. The total number of eggs produced during 
she 23 days--November 2nd to the 29th, inclusive, totalled 2,99 
eggs. out of the 315 pullets entered for competition. Only 30 
birds had commenced to lay up to the 28th day, so that thi 
number of birds will. be seen to haye produced mearly 3,00 
eges, or an average of 10 eggs per bird, equivalent of approxi 
mately 35 per vent. production per day throughout the whol 
period. ‘The lowest day’s production was 42 eggs, equivalent 
14 per-cent. of the flock in lay. while the highest. day’s produe 
tion was 18% eggs from the 309 birds, equivalent to 62 per cent 
production: On the whole it may be said to be an outstamdins 
perfurmance, considering the severe cold and wintry weather t 
whieh the birds have been subjected for almost three weeks. 

The great and even grave difficulty the management hay: 
had to encounter during the long frosity_ periods, has been th 
water problem. To keep a supply of fresh clean water in fron 
of them the whole of the time, has called for considerable thomas 
and ingenuity on the part of Mr. Bayliss, the mamager, and hi 
staff who are to be congratulated on overcoming to a larg 
degree the thing which tis not only a discomfort, to the hen. bu 
of vital importance, for df the water supply of the Jaying hen i 
restricted to any degree, egg production begins to wame imme 
diately. Readers will understand what a difficulty this has been 
when one realises that when cleam water has heen added to th 
troughs on many days, less than half-an-hour later it has bee! 
frozen over. This has. meant that constant supnvlies of fresh 
heated water has had to be constantly given, calling for almos 
continuous filling up, to try and overcome this difficulty. 
first week’s production totalled 407 eggs, giving am average of 1. 
eggs per bird. Production at the end of the second week was 68 
eggs, or 2.2 eges per bird; at the end of the third week the tota 
on week's laying perfcrmamice was 906, equivalent to three ege 
per bird. Om Sumday last, the 29th day, the end of the fourt] 
weck, the 300 birds produced 1,005 eggs, or am average of 3.3 eg@ 
per hird—truly a commendable performance when one bear's “i 
mind the exceptional harshness of the weather during last week 
Tt is interesting to record for purposes of comparison what th 
production per each section was, namely, the 75 White Leghorn 
produced 76 egzs, averaging 10.13, 90 White Wvandiottes nro dice: 
1,063 eggs, an average of 11.8; 65 Rhode Islamd Reds produced 63 
eggs, an average of 9.6 eggs; 25 Light Sussex produced 161 eggt 
an average of 6.4 eges.; 20 birds in amy other variety prodwee 
283 eggs, am average of 7.07 eggs Yesterday, before this repor 
was written production reach 192 eggs, a nearly 66 per cem 
production. | 

In the White Leghorn section the owners of the leading pen 
are as follows:—Miss Birch (Wolverhampton), whose pen of Whit 
Leghorns laid respectively 17, 18, 17, 15 eggs. totalling 67 eggs 
whose score value for sale purposes amounted to £1 0s. 10% 
Position 2 is occupied by Mr. Wilson Beattie (Northampton 
whose pen of White Leghorns laid 15, 11, 12, 20, totialling 58 egg: 
seore value 18s. 0id. The third position being taken by Viscour 
tess Gotham (Alvechurch), whose pen of bird laid 6; 11, 11, 11, 1 
totalling 40 eggs, value 12s. 59d 

In the White Wyandotte section the owners of the leading pen 
are as follows:—Mrs. Seed (Longbridge), whose pen of Whit 
whose birds Jaid 22, 14, 17, 16, totalling 69 eggs. score vain 
fi 2s, 13d. Position 2. occupied by Rev. Blight (Chard 
whose: birds laid 22..14,.17. 16, totalling 69 eggs, score valu 
£113 €d.; the third position beimg taken by Mrs Jackson (Pe 
shore), whose pen of birds laid 13, 18, 18, 15, making a total of f 
eges, score value, 19s. 11d. 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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MARKET REPORT. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4th, 1925. 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STU*FS.—British wheat continues to 
sell readily and quotations have advanced by about 6d. per cwt. 
imported wheat supplies are limited and prices have hardened, 
Business remains quiet for both English malting and grindiue 
barleys, the former seliing at recent figures, but grinding sorts 
are reduced at Bristol. Supplies of homegrown and forejgn oats 
are on the short side, and business is steady with a firmer 
tendency in prices. The demand for maize has fallen off a 
little at Bristol, but elsewhere sales are fairly ready at fully 
recent rates. 

Millers’ offals experience a good inquiry and quotations have 
advanced. Bran now averages nearly £8 5s. per ton, against 
£7 i7s. last week, while coarse middlings average fully £8 17s. 
Majze products continue to harden in price, while other meals 
sell at recent figures. Linseed cakes are dearer at Bristol and 
Liverpool, but cottons generally realise rather less money. 

MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British):- Bristol, £8 15s; Huul, 
£7 17s; Liverpool, £8 5s. London, «8 2s. Broad Bran: Huil, 
49 7s; London, £8 17s. Middlings—line (Imported): London, £9; 
Voarse (British): Bristol, £9 ‘s; Hull, £9; Liverpool, .£9; 
London, £8 2s. Pollards (imported): Bristol, £7 15s; Hull, £6 15s; 
Liverpool, £6 10s; London, £6 17s. Rice Bran; Bristol, £7 10s; 
Liverpoo], £7 2s. MiAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £9 15s; Huil, 
£9 12s; London, £10. Maize Meal: Bristol, £11 5s; Hull, £10; 
Liverpool, £10 5s; London, £10. Maize Meal (S. African): Bristol, 
£9 12s; Hull, £8 10s; Liverpool, £8 12s; London, £8 17s. Maize 
Germ Meal: Hull, £10; London, £9 10s. Maize Gluten Feed. 
Bristol, £11; London, £9 12s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; 
Hull, £10; Liverpool, £9 10s; London, £9 12s. Bean Meal: Hull, 
£11 8s; London, £12 5s. Fish Meal: Bristol, £21 10s; Hull, £20 10s; 
Liverpool, £20; London, £20. 


‘ EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


Supplies of best eggs are still very scarce, but the high 
prices ruling are checking the demand, and, although some des- 
‘criptions are quotably dearer, the tone of the market at the 
‘¢lose is easier. Dead poultry are plentiful, but values are little 
altered. Turkeys are now arriving in fairly large quantities, 
but there is, as yet, little business of importance. 

Week-end Prices—Eggs (per 120): British, 35s Od; Irish, 33s dd, 
$is 3d; Danish, 35s 0d, 33s 6d; Dutch, 33s‘ 6d, 32s 0d; French 
(brown), 33s 0d, 31s 0d; French (mixed), 29s 0d, 26s Od; Belgian, 
32s 0d, 30s Gd; Italian, 27s 0d, 25s 0d; Lithuanian, 19s 6d, 17s 6d; 
Polish, 17s 0d, 15s 6d; Chinese, 15s 6d, 14s 9d; Russian, 18s 0d, 
fds 6d: Canadian, 21s 0d, 20s 0d; Australian, 26s 0d, 24s 0d; South 
ee: 99s Od, 20s 6d; Styrian, 20s 0d, 19s 0d; Argentine, 17s O64, 

0d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 5d, 1s 2d; Irish, 
ds 2d, 1s Od; Others, 1s 3d, 1s Od. Ducks, 1s 2d, 1s Od. Geese. 
1s 0d, 10d. Turkeys, is 5d, is 2d. 
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Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 3s 23d: Second, 3s 0d. Birmingham: 
First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 24d. Bridgwater: First, 3s 6d; Seconil, 
3s id. Chelmsford: First, 3s 83d; Second, 3s 33d. Colchester: 
First, 3s 7id; Second, 3s 19d. Doncaster: First, 4s 0d; Second, 
3s 10d. Dorchester: First. 3s 24d; Second, 3s 0d. Exeter: First, 
3s 6d. Hereford: First, 3s 0d. King’s Lynn: First, 3s 4d; Second, 
3s 0d. Llandilo: First; 4s 0d; Second, 3s 9d. Mold: First, 3s 9d; 
Second, 3s 6d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. 
Norwich: First, 3s 5d; Second, 3s 0d. Oswestry: First, 3s 6d. 


Penzance: First, 2s 10d; Second, 2s 9d. Saffron Walden: Firsi, 
3s 7id: Second, 3s 0d. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 3s 5d; Second, 
“3s 3d. Salisbury: First, 3s 3d: Second, 3s id. Skipton: First, 


3s 8d. Truro: First, %s 10d. Welshpool: First, 3s 9d; Second, 3s 6d. 
*Garlisle: First, 3s 9d. *Derby: First, 3s 6d. *Ipswich: First, 
3s 9d: Second, 3s 6d. *Lincoln: First, 3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 
$s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. *York: First, 3s 8d; Second, 3s 7d. 


FOWLS. 


First, 1s 2d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, ths 3d; Second, 44s 9d. Exeter: First, is $d. Hereford: 
at. 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Llandilo: First, is 7d; Second, is 4d. 

ewport (Mon.): First, 1s 6d; Second, is 2d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. 
Welshvool: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *Derby: First, 45s 6d; 
Second, t4s 0d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 5d; Second, is 4d. *Lincoln: 
First, t5s 6d: Second, #4s 0d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d; Second, 


Per lb—Birmingham: 


is 4d. *York: First. 443 6d; Second, 44s 0d. 
DUCKS. 
Per 1lb.—Birmingham- First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
First, 6s; Cd; Second, {5s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 9d. Hereford: 


Pirst. is 2d. Second, is 0d. Llandilo- First, 1s 7d; Second. 1s 4d. 


Welshvool: First, 1s 5d; Second, 1s 3d. *Derby: First, t5s 0d; 
Second, 44s 0d. *Ipswich: First, 1s 4d. *Shrewsburyv: First, 
fs 6d: Second; 1s 4d. *York: First, t&s\.6d; Second, f4s 6d. 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At cther markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers, + Per head. 
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In the Khode Island Red Section the owner of the leading pen 
is as follows.—Miss Gibson (Wolverhampton), whose pen of Rhode 
Island Reds laid 15, 18, 11, 16, totalling 60 eggs, score value 18s. 3d. 
Position 2, oceiupied by F. amd T'. Lumb, whese birds laid 10. 16, 
17, 15, totailing 58 eggs, score value 18s.; the third position being 
taken by Capt Corce (Wimborne), whose pen of birds laid 17, 15, 
11. 13. totalling 56 eggs, score value 17s. 6d. L. A. Cooper, Scoot- 
herley) has also claimed the third position, whose birds laid 14, 
16, 16, 10, totalling also 66 eggs, score value 17s. 6d. 

In the Light Sussex Section the owner of the leading pens 
are as follows:—F. .R. Welch (Bewdley), whose pen of birds 
jaid 9, 14, 7, 1, totalling 31 eggs im all, score value 9s. 73d. Pisi- 
tion 2 being occupied by Capt Mumroe Spencer, whose birds laid 
3, 6, 9, 12, totalling 30 eggs, score value ys. 44d.; the third piace 
being taken by Viscountess Cobham, whose pen of birds laid 
12, 10, 6, totalling 28 eggs, score value im 8s. 83d. 

Im the Single Bird Light Breed Section, the owner of the lead- 
ing pens is as follows:—P. T.awe (Lowestoft), whose bird laid 14 
cegs, score value 4s. 44d. The second position is occupied by Mr 
H Armitage, whose bird laid 13 eggs, score avaluie 4s. OFd : the 
third position being taken by Mr. B. Allbutt, (Bromsgrove), whose 
bird laid 11 eggs, score value 3s 53d. 

In the Single Birds of any breed, the owner of the leading 
birds is as follows:—Mr. ¥F. Nicholls (Alvechurch), whose bird 
laid 16 eggs, score value 5s.; the second pcsition being occupied 
by Mr. C. W. Cracknell, whose bird laid 15 eggs, score value 
4s 81a The third position is claimed by Mr. H Bennett (Stroud), 
whose bird laid 15 eggs, seore value 4s. 8d. 

It is interesting to mote that the three highest individual 
scores. namely, two of 22 eggs each, and amiother of 21, were 
set up by two Wyandottes, while a White Leghorn laid 20 eggs 
for the same period of 28 days i te 


Classified Advertisements. 


(PREPAID RATES.) 


Id. per word—minimum charge, is. 0d.; 13 
insertions at price of 12. Bold headlines 
inserted at an extra charge per insertion 
according to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, 


DAY-OLD CHICKS 


per line, extra 9d. 
99 9 1s. 


59 59 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table will be of assist- 
ance :— 


9d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
1/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 


When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 


[nsertion constitutes acknowledgment of 

remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 

tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 
more, a receipt is forwarded. 


N.B.—Advertisements, unless accompanied 
by correct amount, will not be inserted. 


Advertisements must be distinctly 
marked with the Heading under which 
they are to appear. 


Advertisements must be written on a 
separate sheet of paper, amd one side 
of the paper only. 


Name and Address to be counted. In the 
case of a Box Number being used, the 
words, ‘‘ Box,’ ‘Eggs,’ 94, Farncombe 
Street, London, 8.E.16, to be counted as 
eight words, i.., making a total extra 
charge of is. 8d. (is. for Box; 8d. for 
address) per insertion. 


Advertisements must reach this office 
FIRST POST FRIDAYS 


for insertion in the following Wednesday’s 
issue. Those received after this time will 
be inserted in the next issue. 


PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY, and TO 
AVOID MISPRINTING OF _ STRAINS, 
NAMES AND ADDRESSES, THESE 
SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN PRINTED 
CHARACTERS, 


Displayed Advertisements. 


Ordinary Page, £8 I5s. 6d.; Half Page, 
£4 7s. 9d.; Quarter Page, £2 5s. 0d.; One 
Column, £2 18s. 6d.:; Half Column, £1 9s, 3d.; 
Quarter Column, 14s. 9d. One inch, 6s. 6d, 
Special Inside Pages, 25 per cent. on above 
rates. Cover and other Special Positions 
by arrangement. Discounta for Series. 
Full Scale of Advertising Rates on appli- 
cation. 


Advertisements, addressed to Mr. S. H. 
BURLES, “EGGS,” 94, FARNCOMBE 
STREET, LONDON, S.E.16, MUST REACH 
US BY FIRST POST FRIDAY MORNINGS, 


for insertion in following issue. Those 
received later will be inserted in the next 
issue. 

A DEPOSIT SYSTEM has been adopted for 
advertisements, and Advertisers are asked 


to make full use of same. .When remitting 
direct to the Editor on deposit, the full 


amount of purchase money should be gent, ~ 


and six penny stamps extra to cover cost 
of acknowledgment of same. - Cheques 
should be made payable to the Editor, and 
sent direct to The Beeches, Budgwick, 
Sussex. 


EGGS. 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 
ALEX. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., UD.C., 


Longwick P.F, Princes Risborough, Bucks 
R.I. Reds, Runner and Khaki-Campbell 
Ducks. Eggs, Chicks and Stock Birds. List 
free. Satisfaction insisted on. 


Eggs for hatching. _ Rothschild’s Light 
Sussex, Cam’s White Wyandottes, Measures’ 
Rhode Islands, Schimnel’s Barnevelders, 


Hunter’s Black Legherns, Barron's White ° 


Leghorns; all direct strains; 6s. dozen: 
45s., 100, by return, carriage paid. — Mrs. 
Porter, Dishley Grange, near lLough- 
borough. 


White Sussex. Eggs booked for delivery 
end of January; £1 for 15; £3 for 50. — 
Raine, Headcorn 


Black Leghorn and White Leghorn Egys, 
from my birds which won Silver Medal, 
Harper - Adams’; Silver Medial, L.U.P.S.; 
Bronze Medal, ‘Feathered World’: amd 16 
Certificates in the last two competitions, 
ais. and 1%. 6d. per dozen, including 
records of 244, 252, 238, and 246 im 48 weeks; 
mated to cockerels from 244, 233, amd 320. 
ege hens fompare these prices and 
records with other advertisers. Orders now 
being hooked. Eggs now ready from the 
best strains of R.I.iat and White Wyan- 
dottes. Ever; bird bred from competition 
winners. Special prices to hatcheries, —- 
Hodkinson, , Holywell, Huntingdonshire. 


Fertile Eggs. Light Sussex end Barne- 
velders, from high-class birds now ready; 
10s. 6d. and 1%s. 6d. per dozen.—-Mrs. Hand- 
jev, Rusthall Elns, Tunbridge Wells. 


Light Sussex amd Buff Rock Eggs; 10s 
6d., dozen, 80s., 100; carriage paid. — Miss 
Harrison Bell, Welwyn, Herts. 


Light Sussex Eggs from wonderful winter 
layers, on free range; hatching vigorous, 
hardy chicks; 6s. dozen—H.-de Winton, 
Abbot’s Lodge, Gloucester, 


PROFITABLE SPRING CHICKENS. 
Reliable Hatching Eggs from big-framed 
birds. Rhode Island x Light Sussex Cross. 
6s. per dozen; 45s. per 100.—Peretone Poul- 
try Farm, Churt, Surrey. 


Capt. BARNES, KENILWORTH, 
Light Sussex or R.I.R. Eggs rom big- 
framed birds; 45s., 100; 243.. 50; 7s., 15. 
Now ready or for later delivery. Also Black 
and White Leghorns 


EGGS FOR SPRING CHICKENS. 

Dr. Harbord (winner, ist Bath and West, 
Table Fowl) is now booking orders for de- 
livery. October onwards; £3 per 100; 7s. 6d. 
for 15. No replacements. From his Special 
Light Sussex and R.I.R. Pens; noted for 
stamina, size and quality.—Detling, Maid- 
stone, 


Dr. Harbord will be obliged if orders for 
Hatching Eggs are given well in advance. 
With present requests, exceeding occa- 
sionally a thousand eggs daily, it is im. 
possible to give prompt delivery. 


ECCS AND CHICKS. 
FOR SALE. 


LA BRESSE. 
Orders niow being booked. Whites, 10s. per 
sitting. Chicks double-—Hemelryk, Old Mill 
House, Partridge Gireen. 


MARSH DAISIES. 

Orders now being booked. Wheatens, 12s. 
and 16s. Buffs,- Blacks or Whites, 12s. per 
sitting. Chicks double—Hemelryk, Old Mill 
House, Partridge Green : 


TABLE POULTRY. 

Eggs from Special Table Crosses, for pro- 
ducing highest class Spring Chickens; 7g. 
6d. dozen; £3, 100 Unfertiles replaced. — 
Simmins, M.S.P.B.A., Heathfield, Sussex. 
Established 1911 


December 9th, 192; 


ECCS AND CHICKS, 
FOR SALE. 


Cook’s 270-egg strain; winter jay 
R.i.K Exgs, 7s 64a doz; 60s, 100. a] 
Favervlles Eggs, 123. 6d. amd 21s. di 
Also Uhicks.—Simmins MS.P.B.A., ¥ 
field, Sussex + 


Light Sussex Eggs; 100, 40s.; 50, 20g. | 
riage paid. Chicks double.—Paynter, | 
Lawn, Lampton Road, Hounslow. \ 


WwW. BRESSE x L. SUSSAX,. 
Eggs, 6s. dozen; Chicks to order. @ 
erels, 12s.; Pullets. 16s. dozen. Also R. 
and B. Rock Eggs, 63 '.doszen. Quant 
cheaper.—Freeman, Henley, Ipswich | 


WHITE WYANDOTTES. 
Sittings from Hens, 23-2}0zs8.; Sittings 
January-February {Vuillets. —2-2hozs.+ 
range. Mated Cocks from ?3-2k0z2s. 
ready of eggs trom individual hens. 
lets (ehruary-Aprml) tor laying; 12s. 6) 
F. K. MAXTED, TEYNHA“S, KEN’ 


—_—— 
EGGS FOR SPRING CHICKEN$! 
2oz. Kggs from big-framed Light Sul 
455, 100 -— Major Disney-Roehuck, 
Meavy PF., Yelverton. 


SEX-LINKED EGGS AND CHIG| 


Brown Leghorn-Light Sussex and R) 
Island Red-White Wyamdottes. Hggs, 
15. Chicks, Pullets, 21s. dozen; Coch} 
12s. 6d.—Roberts, Broughton Poultry F; 
Great Bromley, Colchester 


* | 

GOLD MEDAL STRAIN, | 
WHITE LEGHORNS. 
Winners of National Laying Test, Sei 
2, 1925. Booking sitting of eggs, 15s. di 
Pullets, Cockerels, from 128. 6d eac 
Bingley, Balsham Manor Farm, Cambr} 


SPRING CHICKS! | 
SPRING CHICKS! | 


Thousands of Fertile Eggs available | 
large-framed Light Suesex; 60s., 100; £1} 
600; £21 5s.. 1,000. Assorted Sussex, | 
Red, Buff Orp., White Wyandotte, 
Rarrei Rock eggs; 45s, 100; £10, 600; 
168., 1,000. Unfertiles not replaced; §§ 
eent. fertility guaranteed. Order now 
fore the rush. Eggs ready now, or 
be despatched om tes specified if ba} 
in time. Day-Old Chicks available | 
January. May we quote you for you 
quirements? We have a flock of né 
6,000 hardy, healthy birds. Send for ] 
trated Oatalogue, free. 


EASTMAN BROS., | 


SUFFOLK POULTRY FARM, 
HADLEIGH. 


PULLETS. 
FOR SALE. i 


| 


We continue to receive repeat orden 
Pullets. Further enquiries invited.—\) 
ane Bacon, Arle Poultry Farm, Che 
am. 


GRAND TYPE 


WHITE WYANDOTTES | 
(Gunn-Wharton), bred from high-rell 
trap-nested, prize-winning parents. 

BUFF ROCKS : 
(Hunt-Cooper), bred from dams with wi 
records 65 to 88, mated to cockerel | 
263-egg hen. Twenty of each M 
hatched; laying or on point. Price lig 


each. 
COXE, 
Long Coppice Lodge, Canford, Wimbo! 
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Extensible Unit Buildings. 


Three Type L All-Purpose Houses, each 50ft. by 15ft., accommodating 200 pullets each; houses erected on oak stakes on very 
Steep ground, All equipped with guttering, water tanks, and sliding doors, Owner: Major H. C. Few, Drayton Lodge, 
Ninfield, Battle, Sussex. 


IF YOUR PULLET EGG YIELD DOES NOT AVERAGE ABOUT 200 THERE IS SOMETHING WRONG. MANY CLIENTS HAVE 
RAISED THEIR AVERAGE FROM 150/160 TO OVER 200 EGGS; WE CAN ENSURE THAT FIGURE. CONSULT US, 


Please mention ‘ Eggs.” 


gb W.H. COLT, Ltd, erent ats: Wee 


M.N.U.P.S., M.S.P.B.A., Telephones; Bethersden 6; City 5112. 
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LIGHT SUSSEX. 
COCKERELS 


Early hatched from individually” 
recorded non-broody Hens!” 


ore 


Te aie, \ 


PUTTTTUTTUPRICUTLETUUTULELIA LUTTE MIRED CRUG UUPLO Le PULUe Le Lba Lene 


—HIGH QUALITY— 


Feeding Stuffs 


For many years we have been supplying 
best quality Poultry Foods at reasonable 
prices, knowing from experience that the 
Poultry Farmer must buy right if his farm ts 
to pay him. We specialise in Poultry 
Mixtures, Mashes, Sussex Ground Oats, and 
Clipped Oats, but we deal in practically 
every variety of Poultry Food, and shall be 
pleased to quote for any quantity from 1 cwt. 
upwards, free on rail Wallington Station. 
Please state your requirements, and we shall 
do our best to satisfy you. 
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The ““HEYDOWN” STRAIN of Light 
Sussex will be found to combine the 
incomparable table qualities of the breed 


with unusually High Egg Production. 


R. E. JOHNSON @ SON, 


Corn, Forage and Seed Merchants, 
POUND STREET, CARSHALTON. 
’Phone:—SUTTON 1279. 

TTTTCTRLAP TTT TTL ERE LLCLERPLERE CPE CUI PeCPCROC UEC EEE atu ett 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 


‘“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 
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ot 


The 
Eclipse a 
Houses 


A No. 8 (Three é 
Section) supplied to 
and used intensively 
by Mr. G. Calthrop, 

Junr., Normans, 7 | 

Wells, Norfolk, : 


Manufactured a 
by a CRASS a 
PRACTICAL 2 
POULTRY Z 
FARMER. = 

) 2 
SATISFACTORY VENTILATION IS PROVED BY RE SULTS, NOT BY THEORY ONLY. | 

Our own experience over a period of nearly 10 years with *' Hclipse *’ Houses has been absolute immunity from colds, | 
roup, or kindred ailments amongst the stock so housed. | 

This we believe would also be the testimany of all our customers. With these houses FLOOR VENTILATION is not | 
necessary, but is provided for and obtained when desired by the simple adjustment of window buttons. =| 


Fullest enquiries and inspection invited. S| 
: 
HERBERT W. MARTIN, fASf"uixting ™"* "Nao 


Editorial. 


BREEDING FOR PRODUCTION. 
| This paper was read before the Scottish National 


Poultry Council at Edinburgh on December Sth. 

| Breeding for production is a big subject to deal 

With in the course of a short paper, and it will be 

Wise to approach it by recognising a few funda- 

Mental facts :— 

| (1) The individual possesses all the 
characters of his race in a greater or lesser 
degree. 

(2) It is the individual that counts. 

(3) Selection is the basis of all improve. 
mént; it must be based on the desired 
characters which are most strongly developed 
in the individual, 

| (4) Selection for a specific character is 
always more or less opposed to characters of 
€qual importance. 

(5) Fecundity is racial. This is, all hens 
lay eggs, more or less. 

(6) High fecundity is individual. It is the 
full expression of the character—fecundity. 

(7) All hens are hatched with the same 
number of ovulas or potential eggs. 

‘These are facts. Now I am going to put you 
iS a proposition, and not as a fact, that high 
€cundity is not inherited, that a hen does nut 
tTansmit high fecundity through her sons. All 
hat she transmits is the constitution, which per- 
fits the full expression of the character fecundity. 
this I know is rank heresy. But we are not here 
Gtrepeat platitudes, and if I am wrong it does not 
datter. 
if we are to raise the average, obviously we 
@mnot breed from the average, but must select 
idividuals which are well above it. 
tt must be admitted that in breeding for heavy 
ge production we have to some extent lost sight 
the all-important question of reproduction, so 
hat ‘before we consider any system of breeding 
f@ should have some idea of the object in view. 
@ other words, the characters for which we 
wend to breed. We are only to consider the 
@Onomic characters, which may be defined as :— 

(1) Constitutional vigour. 

(2) Size—medium for the breed. 

(3) Fecundity. 

(4) Early maturity. 
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Taking these in their order. We know that 
constitutional vigour is fundamentally a matter 
of inheritance. Weakened parents give weakened 
offspring, low in vigour and of poor productive 
powers. Anything which weakens the parent 
constitutionally will detrimentally affect the con- 
stitution of its descendants. We must have size, 
and the medium-sized bird is best suited to our 
requirements. Now may we discuss these two 
points together and their relation to heavy egg 
production. As has been stated, selection for a 
Specific purpose is always more or less opposed 
to characters of equal importance. It is quite un- 
necessary for me to tell you, that as a direct re- 
Sult of selection for heavy egg production, our 
egg-producing breeds have lost size : indeéd, Sar- 
castic people have said that we have ““bantamised’’ 
them, and we had better admit it. We have lost 
constitutional vigour to a very serious extént. 
This has been attributed to in-breeding and to 
Over-production. I am confident that in-breeding 
has played very little part in the trouble. As to 
Over-production, the term is a little vague. What 
is actually meant by it? Presumably we mean the 
reproductive organs function too rapidly, and at 
the expense of bodily vigour. Such cases, in my 
experience, are extremely rare. - We must look 
elsewhere for the real cause of the trouble. 


First, it must be clearly understood that con- 
tinuous selection for high fecundity invariably re- 
Sults in an earlier sexual maturity——that is to Say, 
that as by selection we increase production in 
successive generations, each generation sees the 
pullet laying her first egg at an earlier age, until 
we have Leghorns laying at 44 months and Wyan- 
dottes at 5 months. Here we sée selection for a 
specific factor pushed to an extreme. To a point, 
early maturity is economic; beyond that point it 
spells the ruin of-a strain. It results in decreased 
body size; the eggs become smaller because the te- 
productive organs can only develop with the body ; 
there is lack of vigour, and greater susceptibility 
to disease, because the food which should be used 
for the nourishment of the body and the develop- 
ment of the frame is partially diverted and turned 
into eggs, so that there jis under-nourishment, 
barely enough for maintenance, much less for 
development. If breeders would but resist the 
temptation to breed from these precocious pullets 
we should not have to complain of lack of size, 
loss of vigour, and it would be one step on the 
way to the solution of the small-egg problem. 

If we take two Wyandotte hens, €ach with a full 
year’s record of 250— ‘* A.”’ lays her first egg at 
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between 150 and 160 days old, “‘ B.”” between 200 
and 210 days old. We shall see a marked differ- 
ence between them. ‘“ A.’”’ in go cases out of 100 
will be a smiall bird—very fine in bone, possessin x 
the flexible pelvic bones, beloved by judges at 
utility shows, and she wil lay small eggs. As a 
treeder she is worthless; her eggs will hatch 
badly, her chicks will be weakly, and bad to rear. 
Her fine bone she owes to the fact that the lime 
‘ntended to build up frame has been lost through 
the eggs she has produced. ““B.,”’ on the con 
trary, will be a larger bird with bigger, but not 
coarse, bone ; she has not fully developed sexually 
before her body has developed, and under norma! 
conditions she will be an ideal hen for the breeding 
pen. It is a grave mistake to believe that pro- 
lificacy is opposed to size, and equally a mistake 
to believe that size is opposed to prolificacy. In 
the Laying Trial just completed in Northern Ire- 
land a Light Sussex pullet, weighing 7% lbs., laid 
262 eggs in the 48 weeks, and was still laying at 
the end of the Test. We know that a slow-matur- 
ing bird is almost invariably a poor producer, and 
usually attains great size. Our exhibition Wyan- 
dottes are an example, but we do not want great 
size, which is uneconomic. We need a medium 
size, and if we select such birds for breeders we 
shall have no great difficulty ; but we must scrap 
these precocious pullets at all costs. 

Now we come to the question of Selection on 
Performance—the actual production. It as not 
as simple as it looks. The S.P.B.A. standard is 
4o eggs or more for any 90 consecutive days be- 
tween 15th October and the 31st January, as a 
winter record, and 180 eggs as the minimum pro- 
duction for the year. 

Not every pullet which puts up a record of 40 
or more eggs during the winter months, or 180 
during the full year, is suitable for the breeding 


yen. 

High fecundity is linked with early maturity, and 
that is a factor to which we must give full con- 
sideration. . 

As an example, let us compare two Wyandottes, 
both hatched in March. One starts to lay on the 
15th October, when exactly 6} months old, and 
will lay, say, 50 eggs in the prescribed period. 
The other does not start to lay until the last day 
in November, and lays 45 eggs before January 
31st, which just complies with the Test. Now, 
there is no comparison between these two birds as 
breeders. The late-maturing bird would be found 
to be in all probability very broody, and in go per 
cent. of the cases would drop into an early moult, 
while the other may be fairly well relied upon to 
put up a record of somewhere round about 200 
egos, and would, if properly mated, breed good 
pullets. 

Personally, I would much prefer to take a 
bird’s record for the first six weeks of her laying 
career, commencing Ist or v5th October. - If 
during that period she laid 22 or more eggs, and 
was satisfactory in every other respect, she ts 


(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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Modern Poultry Feeding. 
By TOM NEWMAN. | 
EL SS 
If there is one point im connection with th 
feeding of poultry on which we shall most cer 
tainly have to modify our views, it will be wit 
the feeding of animal protein. lime was whe 
1t was beheved that a very high percentage © 
animal food was necessary for egg production am 
development ; we have had the ‘“‘ awful example” 
of the failure of chicks to develop which were no 
given animal food. I remember at The Hague 
four years ago, a chart representing chicks whic 
had been given animal food, and some which ha 
not. The bright healthy appearance of th 
former, and’ the dejected look of the latter, pos 
sibly impressed themselves on the memory of a 
the delegates to the Congress. There was On 
important omission in the argument. An endeavou 
had been made to bring up the albuminoid conten 
of the dejected’s mash to equal that containin 
the animal food, with the result that a most 1 
digestible composition had been given, and th 
chicks were suffering badly from indigestion, an 
not from the lack of animal protein. Our exper 
ments at Wellingham have demonstrated . tha 
really excellent results can be obtained when- 
minimum quantity of animal food is fed. .. Be 
example, in the rearing experiment this spring 
when such wonderful results were obtained, th 
only animal food given was the five per cent. drie 
milk, and in the experiments two years ago, wit 
soya bean meal, the best results were obtaine 
with this when less than three per cent. of fis 
meal was used in the total ration, and a very hig 
(unnecessarily high) percentage of soya bean me 


was used. Moreover, the latter pen finished 4 


far better condition than the pen with 12 per cen 
fish meal, the conditions in every other respe 
being the same. This test was carried out to Se 
whether we could obtain as good results with : 
minimum amount of animal food if.1t were suppl 
mented by 'a good vegetable protein, and it demo 
strated that we could. For years we have estimate 
the value of a meat or fish meal by its protet 
content, and generally paid a high price for am 
thing above 50 per cent., have used a small 
percentage. of blood meal and paid more for 4 
because it carried 80 per cent. albuminoids. No 
we shall probablv modify our views, and estima! 
that a good sample of meat and bone meal at, sa} 
1¢/- per cwt. will give better results than a sam 


the bird which I would favour for the breedin 


———————— 


en. | 
: With recard to the cockerel, he should be fro 
a dam who should give at least 60 eggs for th 
winter months and not less than 240 for the yea 
of an average weight of 2} ozs. 7 
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dle of pure meat meal with 60 per cent. albu- 
minoids, sold at anything from 25/- to 30/-. It 
Means cheaper feeding, and that is a matter of 
great importance to the industry. We have come 
0 the actual test now, and are not basing our 
eding on the albuminoid content, or the food 
mits, which I have pointed out so many times 
ire not a reliable indication of food values. We 
ire beginning to realise that the mineral salts are 
# greater value than animal protein, and it is 
were that we may look to the explanation of the 
act that milk is of so much greater value to 
ung stock than to adult. Our observation has 
yeen, that while it is of the greatest value to young 
ticks, we can get nothing like the same results 
with chicks over three months old. 
yeen observed that it will give better hatching 
ésults, and healthier and more vigorous chicks 
flan any form of animal protein. This we must 
scribe to the ash content, and not to the vitamin 
m protein. Perhaps on the S.P.B.A. experimental 
arm we may be able to do some good work in this 
lirection. 

TI have received a letter from N. Wales, in which 
he writer says that from 147 Wyandotte and Leg- 
10rn pullets he is getting but 50 eggs a day, and 
rom 89 second year birds but three eggs a day. 
dis mash, which is fed in a crumbly moist con- 
lition, is as follows (parts are by measure) :—- 
Umirds 5 parts, bran 1, S.G.O. 1, meat and bone 1, 
Ufalfa 1, biscuit dust 1, with an occasional maize 
neal 1. The formula was given him by a well- 
mown Lancashire breeder. The birds only peck 
wer the mash and leave it. Samples were sent 
né, and are of excellent quality, but prices are 
ugh—Alfalfa meal at 18/- and meat and bone 
mal 22/6. A sample of dried yeast was also 
cluded at 27/6. This was very unsatisfactory, 
$ it was heavily adulterated with cereals, and 
vaS not worth half the money. There was nothing 
a the samples sent me to indicate why the pullets 
Onot eat the mash. Now my correspondent asks 
ae to give him a cheaper and better formula, but 
here is nothing wrong with this. It would pro- 
luce eggs if the birds would eat it, and I cannot 
ee why they should not eat it. He certainly 
ight cheapen it by omitting the alfalfa, as the 
Owls have kale and lettuce, and there is abundant 
Tass. The only suggestion that I would make 
5, that he increases the thirds by one part and 
@places the biscuit meal with flaked maize, such 
§ Kossitos or Uveco, and adds a little salt to the 
Yash. I cannot promise any definite results from 
Mis, but it is worth trying. He must take care 
f the second season birds, or he may easily get 
f€m in an over-fat condition now that they are 
ot laying. 

‘Another correspondent writes to say he is get- 
ing no eggs from Black Leghorns. The mash in 
MS case is made of :—Bran 2 parts, middlings 4, 
laize meal 14, ground oats a half part, and fish 
wal 1 part. When we come down to brass tacks 
'é find the birds are in 'an open-fronted house with 

Corrugated iron roof, and I b this 


I have no doubt this 


It has also 
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eaplains the scarcity of eggs. Such a house would 
be bitterly cold this weather, and unless my cor- 
respondent takes some steps to alter this he will. 
not get many eggs however he feeds. It does not 
always follow that the failure to get eggs is-duce 
to the feeding. There lare often conditions which 
will make it impossible for the birds to produce 
eggs however well they may be fed, and the novice 


does not always understand this, and others some- 
times forget it. 

Another complains of thin-shelled and shell-less 
eggs. He is using cockle shell, and thinks this 
1s the possible cause. I cannot agree. He does 
not send me particulars of his feeding, but I 
suspect this to be of too stimulating a nature, 
but would not suggest ariy alteration unless these 
eggs are being laid by several: birds, as often a 
highly productive pullet will lay thin-shelled eggs, 
and to change the mash might have a bad effect 


on the flock. 


BARROW AND DISTRICT U,P.S. EGG-LAYING COMPETITION. 


The single bird laying test organised by the Barrow-in-Furness 
and District Utility Poultry Society, and conducted by Mr. G 


B. Tootall at Thorncliffe Pouitry Farm, Barrow-in-Furness. has 
Just completed the second period of four weeks. Mr. Tootall 
reports a satisfactory inerease of egg production over last 


month, though there are a uumber of birds in partial moult. 
All the birds are in excellemt health. Considering the severe 
weather just now, and the consequent poor feeding quality of 
grass, it has been deemed advisable to add alfalfa meal to the 


mash, Figures are Eegs and Points respectively. 
OPEN CLASSES. 
Class 1. White Wyandottes.—Hon. M. Cross, 21, 226; Mr. T. B. 
Grice, 16, 172; Mr. GC. Atkinson, i5, 164. 
Class 2, White iesghorns.—Mr. A. Faweectt. 20, 240; Mr. dy 
Tyldesley, 16, 190: Mr. I. Lazonby, 13, 148. 
Class 3. Amy Other Variety (Heavy)._Mr. W. Howarth 


RIK, 19, 216; Mr. M, Newton (L.8.), 21, 214; Hon. M. Gross (L.&.), 
93. 

Class 4, Any Other Variety (Light)—Hon. M. Cross (Amn.), 23, 
250; Mr. M. Newton (B.L.), 13, 112; Mr. Newton (W.O.E. Ph.), 4, 48. 


SMALI, BREEDERS’ CLASSES 


Class 5. Any Variety (Heavy).—Mr. J. Graham (W.W.), 21, 204; 
Mr. 5. Wilkinson (W W.), 15, 144; Miss M. Newton (W.W.), 10, 116. 
Class §._ Any Variety (Light).—Miss M. Newton (W.L.), 22, 248: 


Mr. W E. Fearn ‘W.L.), 12, 120; Mr. P. W. Davies (B.I:), 10, 120.” 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE S.P.B A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, of farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the S.P.B.A 
This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of pioultry-keepers, trom the 
proprietor of the 10;000-hen farm to the intensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; alll are-entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subseription 
with it many advantages, namely : 


brings 
Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 


of the Discount System, and many other 
advantages too numerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 


TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, 
Sussex. The financial year began on 1st September. 
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The “All-Purpose” System 
of Brooding and Rearing. 


By MAJOR W. HAYLAND WILSON. 


7 
(Copyright. ) 


Continued from Page 380. 

Keep on building up your litter as the chicks 
grow older. Mind, an inch of litter may be enough 
to start them on their scratching career, but keep 
on building up, at the rate of half a sack of chaff 
a time, say, every three days or so—until at a 
month old they’ve nearer the four or five inches to 
keep them busy. I’ve taken up my wire on the 
second or third day, according to the weather (af 
it’s particularly bleak and cold, | keep them pos- 
sibly behind the wire ¢ven over the third day). 
Again, the chicks themselves’ will tell you—watch 
their behaviour, if they want to get outside the 
wire they’ll be romping round it telling you so— 
in fact, if you watch your chicks, there's nothing 
they won’t tell you. 

About the sixth or seventh day they’ll start 
hopping over the foot-high ‘boards. Start getting 
the second ten feet of the compartment ready. 
Half an inch of dampish sand again, and a thick 
layer of chaff—up with the rear boarding at the 
mid-day feed, scatter a measure of feed for them 
on the new side, and tap them across—and round 
they’ll all come, and from then on you'll gradually 
knock off feeding them on the stove side, which 
becomes the night-nursery, and you'll stick to 
feeding only on the fresh side. Every day from 
the start I give the litter a good raking on the 
stove side, particularly round under the stove, and, 
given this raking, I don’t find it necessary to start 
actually taking away any litter until round about 
the third week, as the tiny droppings are naturally 
dried out under the hover, and, providing tthe 
chicks are healthy, can do no possible harm. 
After the third week, however, you'll begin to find 
it necessary to skim. A little away every day is 
my motto, and the stale and dirty litter taken 
away (put it on your strawberry beds!) is gradually 
replaced with comparatively clean litter, raked 
across from the feeding side, so that the feeding 
side may be constantly freshened up with entirelv 
clean chaff. This goes on until the pullets are 
finally perching, when the stove is dismantled and 
stored away until the following season, and the 
chaff litter, which has thus never been allowed 
to grow stale and fusty, is covered with a truss 
or two of whole straw. 


The cockerels from both the hatches at either 
end of the house have meantime been weeded out, 
at anything from the five weeks old stage, into 
the middle twenty foot compartment, which has 
its own twenty foot square run wired in at the 
back of. the house. As these young cockerels 
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arrive at the 10-12 weeks old stage they ap 
gradually drafted off—the majority as © Poussins’| 
to Leadenhall; any particularly promising young 
sters—-not more than one in ten probably, tha 
look like growing into really worthy stock birds— 
are reserved for the cockerel rearing runs. Thes| 
‘‘yeserves’’ are gradually weeded out from tim| 
to time, and the ‘‘duds’’ appear in due cours) 
upon the table—so that at five months old I fin 
myself left with only a few very choice picke| 
birds, for which I find a ready sale as stock birdy 
among those who don’t want to pay the price the! 
an individually pedigreed bird demands. At thre| 
months, therefore, [ have usually cleared the las 
of my cockerels from the middle compartment 
and none too soon, for by this time the 150 pullef 
or so at either end of the house are beginning | 
need a little more room, so that the centre con 
partment, which has been kept re-littered on th 
same lines, is in its turn topped up with a truy 
or two of straw, the compartment wire doors a 
unhinged and stored away until next season, af 
the two hatches of pullets (now much on a par, { 
I generally try and arrange that there shall | 
as litthe interval’ as possible between the ty) 
hatches) are finally mixed; trap-doors on. sow) 
side of house are now closed for the season, ail 
from then on the mixed flock of pullets are-on| 
let out into the north run, and both nursery ry 
and secondary runs are rested until the followm 
season. | 
So far I have hardly touched on the question | 
runs. This ‘‘ All-Purpose’’ system, of cousg 
entails three runs, as will be most readily und) 
stood by referring to the accompanying grow: 
plan. Call your runs A., B. and C. A. ism 
nursery run, 20 x 20, provided with what I caill: 
storm entrance, a built-out exit with traps @ 
and west, so that one-or other, or both, may } 
opened, according to the weather conditions. | 
mound of fresh clean earth is built up to this € 
50 that the baby chicks may readily find their W| 
in and out—and incidentally little and often 1s 4 
bye-word when it comes to this question of lett 
chicks out, unless the weather happens to be pi 
ticularly balmy. My first. experience is that 4 
minutes or so in almost any weather won’t fi 
them a ha’porth, where perhaps half an hour wo} 
mean death and disaster! Watch your old] 
with a brood of her own in uncertain weathi 
watch how she insists on their all coming ~ 
under’’ every ten minutes or so for a warm Uf} 
she’ll tell you. And providing you don’t le: 
them out for too long at a time, don’t mind th 
feet getting wet, itll do them good—there’s } 
more harm done by coddling in my opinion fl 
ever was done by letting them get out upon ev; 
available occasion. 
At round about the month old, as and when | 
weather permits, they are let out into B. : 


which has been scythed over, so that they ma 
lose themselves in a forest of long stuff, and 


} 
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sery run is thoroughly swept with a besom and 
jallowed to rest, kept mown from time to time, 
funtil next season. The two hatches, therefore, 
‘are now confined to their separate B. runs, at 
(either end of the house, until round about the 
fend of June, by which time a cut of hay has been 
Mtaken from C. run—and we arrive at the mixing 
‘stage. 

(During August both A. and B. runs are given 
a dressing with basic slag at the rate of a pound 
‘to four square yards, and early in September any 
‘Dare patches are lightly ‘“‘ forked’”’ over and sown 
‘thickly with a good No. 4 lawn seed mixture, so 
‘that they turn out fresh and sweet the following 
Spring. Both A. and B. runs are mown now and 
(@gain in the course of the season in order to 


mcCourage the young stuff. In alternate years 
the runs are given a liming, instead, at the rate 
% a pound to two square yards. The same treat- 
nent holds good as regards the main C. runs, 
When the pullets are removed to the adult laying 
tOuses in February ; the run is at once given a 
lagging or liming, as the case may be, and all 
Yare patches are broken up and seeded as soon 
lS the state of the ground permits, so that by the 
md of June these main runs have had the four 
xest growing months of the year in which to 
(cover, and in a good season a heavy cut of hay 
las been taken. 

(Early in September, probably, you'll find your 
(St pullet egg, the signal that it’s time to give 
em their nest-boxes. Personally I use portable 
anges of six ; and by this time I shall have already 
¥eded out the early moulters among the two-year- 
Tds; so that I’m able to transfer a range of nests 
fom the old birds to the pullets—_taking care, of 
Ourse, that the aforesaid nest block, which is an 
Rtwély separate and portable affair standing on 


its own four legs, has been thoroughly scoured 
and subsequently Solignised. This nest block is 
placed against one of the centre partitions, and 
quite serves the pullets’ needs over the first few 
weeks. As other ranges can be spared from the 
old birds’ houses, across they come (after the same 
treatment) until you have four blocks of nests, 
viz., twenty-four nests to the 60 ft. house. No 
good giving them too many to start with—they’ll 
only think they are put there to sleep in! So now 
we've got them started on the winter laying cam- 
paign—comfortably housed in the same house 
they’ve known from chickenhood upwards ; and if, 
meantime, the house has been kept properly sweet 
and clean, why not? And if every pullet. among 
them doesn’t start pumping out her eggs at the 


60 ft. x 15 ft. Rearing House. 


rate of four a week from early November on, then 
there’s something else wrong somewhere with 
either the birds or the management! And so we 
carry on until that quiet: spell in February comes 
along, when they're shifted out to one of the adult 
laying houses, that meantime we’ve had plenty of 
time to spring clean most thoroughly at our leisure, 
instead of the usual scurry and flurry of trying to 
push pullets into the laying houses in the autumn, 
before you’ve had time to get rid of the last of 
the old birds. 

There are three things I claim for the system. 
Firstly, economy in initial outlay. No special (and 
usually stuffy!) brooding houses ; no special (and 
usually draughty!) rearing houses. Easy routine. 
Plenty of time to “ spring clean’’ properly the 
adult laying houses, instead of the usual lick and 
promise the while the pullets are pushed in nearly 
on top of the old birds. Don’t for heaven’s sake 
think that I am claiming it as my system! I dare 
say there are dozens of others that I’ve never heard 
of working on ’much the same lines, even though 
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! don’t happen to have run across them. All I 
know is, those are the lines I’m working on, with 
quite satisfactory results, and I’ve been asked to 
try and put it down on paper ; so if I’m able to 
help at all some good fellow just starting over the 
first few obstacles, it will have been worth while. 

Another line or two ve feeding. For the first 
six days after bringing them out I give the chicks 
nothing but their scratch feed, as I have before 
described. On the sixth day I made up stock on 


Mr. Tom Newman’s lines, viz.:— 


By measure—4 fine Mids., 4 Sussex Ground 


Oats, 1 Maize Germ Meal, 4 Nitrophos Fish Meal 


cS 
es a 4 oo 


n 
Main re inuse {rom early 
eptember —~ early February 


i Rolls Halelbes Mixed?) 
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and yeast up to, but mever exceeding, an aggre 
gate ten per cent. From) six days old to thi 
month old stage I only give them their mash fo) 
gradually increasing short periods, starting witl 
an hour in the morning, say 11 to 12, and an how 
in the afternoon, say 3 to 4, on the first day, am 
only gradually increasing the mash hours up to thy 
sixth week, when they’re allowed the mash ad. lib 
With all due respects, I hate the idea of lettiny 
them live in the mash boxes over those first su 
weeks. I like the long intervals between 
they mayn’t entirely forget their earlier lesson 
how to scratch for a living. I can only say | 
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Gockere! Run 
(Up YE, ratbs old’) 


=== n= 


= ——s 


Ne Haleh. 


* 


| Middle Combart arent 


(Leed for Cockerels \ 
| from both Halebes up pasate \Slove) 


i "To Ate Siraths old 


& === +t 


<2 


— << os ‘i correo 


N° 2 Hale. 


Ept Ya pee Chick Enhance 


: 
See 
| Né'lHoleb. 
Bor ntermedrale Ror pee ery Soo 
| 
| 
| 


No Hale of acre 


lin use fron Sweets old 


Only inuse from 
4 7 2; sc hate 


Slage uvlil early 


—— re 


- Acre 


Ne 2 Heater Istermed ote: Rise Dos ~ | 


Aes 


Seblemb er. 


Grovind Plan” ALL PUR POSE SYSTEM! Se roocding cinel [Rearing ~ 
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(impregnated with cod liver oil), } unextracted 
dried Yeast or ‘‘ Yestos,’’ 2 finest flaked Charcoal. 

From the sixth to the fourteenth day I add four 
measures of the best broad bran procurable to one 
measure of the stock mash; from the fourteenth 
day to the end of the second month I add three 
measures of the bran to one of the stock mash ; 
at the two months they go on to the rearing mash, 
again based on Mr. Newman’s Formule, viz.:-— 

By weight—3 Bran, 4 fine Mids., 1} Sussex 
Ground Oats, 4 Maize Germ, + Meat and Marrow- 
bone Meal, 4 Unextracted Dried Yeast or 
 Yestos,’’ 4 fine flaked Charcoal. 


I keep them on this mash until.after the five 
months old stage, when, if they’re not too forward, 
I start slightly reducing the bran down to finally 


probably only two parts, and increasing the meat 
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it’s my experience that if they’re allowed to stu 
their little crops just whenever they like over tho} 
first six weeks, they’ll never thrive in the lor 
1un as will the chick that has been kept on fl 
move from its earliest days. ; 


I haven’t yet rubbed in the need for the mo 
thorough disinfection the moment the pullets ha’ 
been shifted out in February. The whole house’ 
first of all swept and scraped down, and then mo 
carefully sprayed with a strong solution of Izalk 
(a pint of veterinary Izal to a three-gallon buck 
of water)-——every crack and crevice; the whe 
house is, in fact, soaked, and before it has hi 
time to dry out thoroughly scrubbed down as 1 
quired. I may say that while the dropping boar 
have been in use, they have been scraped eve 
second day and dusted with Izal powder. Perc 
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brackets, etc., are dusted every few weeks, and 
with these precautions I am glad to be able to 
Say I’ve never had to cope with anything in the 
fermin line yet, barring a plague of rat fleas in 
one of my houses before I had made it rat-proof— 
and even they seem to leave the boards. and 


perches, and even the birds themselves severely 
alone ; but it meant shifting out all the litter, nest- 


boxes, etc., and disinfecting most 
before I finally got rid of them. 


Just a word or two re the ‘‘ balance sheet ’’—for 


drastically 


‘Pm constantly asked whether the game pays! 


‘do most of the work fo1 


Follow two items from my last year’s balance sheet 
Foodstuffs, £600 ; Sales of Eggs, £1,300. The 
gap you'll fill in for yourselves. It largely boils 
down to the question of whether you’re going to 
yourself, or whether 


youre going to pay somebody else to do it for 
)you! If you-are going to employ an experienced 


poultry manager, and so avoid most of the worry 
and responsibility, then it seems to me one should 
look upon the capital outlay as a pleasant form 


‘Of investment, and one should be content with a 


reasonable rate of interest, instead of expecting 


‘the poor poultry manager to somehow pay his 


Own salary, plus anything up to 50 per cent. on 
Capital outlay at one and the same time. And 


(while I’m on this subject, may I add a few words 
4m support of the stand I am delighted to see our 


‘Editor 
‘dubbed this libellous 


taking against what might almost be 
campaign in favour of the 
cross-bred. We are all quite aware that there 
are certain strains of the lighter breeds that have 
been let down in the sometimes over-rapid race for 
€gg production, but to damn us all for the sake 
ef the few is neither just nor decent. At any 


‘Tate, it is the White Leghorn that has taught me 


ffat this business of egg production can be made 


‘Worth while! 


88s, score 1,637. 


fedal. 


Wytham, 846 eggs, score 846. 
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NORTHERN UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY LAYING 


COMPETITION, 1924-25, 


FINAL REPORT: 
Winners of Prizes and Certificates, 


Championship.—Pen No. 7, Mrs. Crookes, Upper 
Wins Gold Medal, Silver Cup 


‘Section No. 1. 
Jeal Kent. 1.812 eggs, score 1,812. 


or leading pen im section; Second Class) Certificate. Pen No. 6: 
ir G B Metcalfe, Lechlade, 1,746 eggs, score 1,741. Wins Silver 
fedal. Pen No. 2: Messrs. Longworth Bros., Rawtenstall, 1,684 


Wins Bronze Medal. 

Sectioi No, 2, White Leghorns.—Pen No. 60: Mr. Norman F. 
Kimberley, Blagdon, Bristol, 959 eggs, score 944. Wins Gold 
eda Silver Cup for leading pen in-section, and Second Class 
eTtificate. Pen No. 30: Mr. Wm. McMahon, Newton Mearns. 
Hasgow, 918 eggs, score 910 Wins Silver Medal and Second Class 
lertificate Pen No. 15: Mm. Richard Beesley, Ballam, near 
Wins Bronze Medal. 

Section No. 3. White Wyandottes.—_Pen No. 57: Mr. Robert P. 
Mittue, Gordon, Berwickshire, 1,023 eggs, score 1,012. Wins Gold 
Medal, Silver Cup for leading pen in section, Silver Cup for pen 
aying largest number of first-grade eggs, and First Class Oertifi- 
ate Pen No. 38: Mr. Moorhouse Beaumont, Golcar, Huddersfield, 
@ggs. score 315 Wins Silver Medal. Pen No.’ 59: Mrs. Alec 
Vilson, Garth, Breconshire, 827 eggs, score 807. Wims Bronze Medal, 
- Section No, 4, Any Other Variety (Non-Sitting)—Pen No. 65 
lick ‘seghorns): “Virs. J H: Hill, Poultome-Fylde, 679 ezgs, 
Wins Gold Medal and Silver Cup for leading pen in 


i, 


Betion. Pen No. 66 (Black Leghorns): Mr. EK. Jackson, Burnicy, 


3 Gees, score 632. Wins Silver Medal. Pen No. 61 (Black Wez- 
Orns): Mr. Philip K. Berry, Market Harborough, 608 eggs, ricore 
Wins Bronze Medal. 
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Section No, 5. Any Other Variety (Sitting)—Pen No. 89 
(Khode Island Reds): Mr. Tom Gardner, Garstang, 996 eggs, score 
917. Wins Cold Medal, Silver Cup for leading pen in sectaon, and 
second Class Certificate. Pen No, 83 (Rhode Island Reds): Mr J. 
M ‘homas, Hebden Bridge, 852 eggs, score 852. Wins Silver Medal. 
Pen No. 75 (Rhode Island Reds): Mr. R. Duckworth, Burnley, 81% 
eggs, score 812. Wins Bronze Medal. 

Section No. 6 (Two Birds).—Pen No. 97. (White Wyandottes): 
Messrs. Bolton and Gardner. Manchester, 438 eggs, score 415. Wins 
Gold Medal, Silver Cup for leading pen jn section, and Firet Class 
Certiticate Pen No, 95 (White Leghorns): Mrs. A. Stow, Barrow- 
iord, 400 eggs, score 400. Wins Silver Medal and First Class Certi- 
ficate. Pen No 93 (White Leghorms): Mr. Henry Purves, Man- 
chester, 399 eggs, score 381. Wins Bronze Medal and Second Class 
Certificate. 

Section No, 7 (Single Birds)——Pen No. 111 (White Leghorns): 
Mr. E. J. Stone, Bristol, 227 eggs, score 227. Wins’ Gold Medal. 
Silver Cup for leading pen im section. and First Class Certificate. 
Pen No. 110 (White Leghorns). Mx E. M. Saul. Ross, Hereford- 
shire, 222 eggs, score 216. Wims Silver Medal and First Class Cer- 
tificate. Pen No. 116 (White Wyandottes): Miss R. K. Tallis. 
Pentnewydd, 215 eggs, score 215. Wins Bronze Medal and First 
Class Cerificate, Pen No. 113 (White Wyamdottes): Mr. F. Hey- 
worth. Burnley, 212 eggs, score 212. Wins First Class Certificate. 
Pen No. i18 (Rhode Island Reds): Mr. Wm Edmondson, Burnley, 
195 eggs, score 195. Second Class Certificate. 

Section No. 8 (Small Breeders).—Pen No. 30 (White Leghorns): 
Mr Wm. Machin, Chester, 1,040 eggs, score 911. Wins Gold Medal, 
Silver Cun for leading pen in section, also “Pedley’ Challenge 
Cun and Second Class Certificate. Pen No. 129 (White Leghorms) : 
Mr. T. Jindley, Leeds, 878 eggs, score 784. Wins Silver Medal 
Pen No. 131 (White*Leghorms): Mr. E. M. Saul, Ross, Hereford- 
shire 724 egysi, score 724. Wims Bronze Medal 

Section No. 9 (Cross-Breds).—Pen Ni. 132 (B.L. x R.IR.): Mr. 
Wilson Beattie, Rothersthorpe, 1,042 eggs, score 864. Wins Gold 
Medal and Silver Cup for leading pen in section, Pen No. 133 
(BI. x RIR)—Mr G_ B, Metcalfe, Lechlade, 1,171 eggs, score 
865. Wins Silver Medal. Pen No. 134 (B.M,. x-W.W.); Mrs. Clara 
higar, Rurnley, 860 eggs. seome 856. Wins Bromze Medal, Silver Cup 
for ven making highest score during figst 16 weeks, Silver Cup for 
pullet laying largest muumber of first grade eggs. 


Section No. 10. Ducks.—Pen No. 135 (Khaki-Campbells). — Mr. 
Wilson Beattie, Rothersthorpe, 872 eggs, score 872. Wins Gold 
Medal and Silver Cup for leading pen im section Pen No. 140 
(Khaki-Campbells): Messrs. Maunder amd Colson, Yeovil, 693 eges, 
score 693. Wins Silver Medal.. Pen. No 137 (Khaki-Campbells): 
“Messrs. Chivers atid Sons, Cambridge, 668 eggs, score €6%. Wins 
Bronze Medal. 


Section No. 
Mr CC A. Marston, 
Gold Medal and Silver 
144 (Khaki-Campbells) : 


11, Single Ducks.—Pen No. 146 (Khaki-Campbells), 
Burton-cn-Trent, 174 eggs, score 174. Wins 
Oup for*jleading pen in section. Pen No. 

Mr. O C. Brown, Scunthorpe, Lines., 195 
eggs, score 165. Wins Silver Medal. Pen No. 147 (Khaki-Camp- 
bells): Capt. P. C. Thompson, M.C., Howden, 138 eggs. score 133. 
Wing Bronze Medal. 


WYE COLLEGE DUCK LAYING TRIALS, 1925-26, 
Held at South-Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent. 


These trials, which commenced on November ist. 1925, extend 
over a neriod of 48 weeks. Kach entry consists of five ducks, of 
which there are 145 in all. All the ducks are trap-nested, and are 
run as one large flock, on free range over grass land. 


For the purpose of awards, the birds are divided into two 
sections, viz :—(a) Khaki-Campbells. (b) Indian Runners. 


The egys are graded accordimg to weight. viz.:—A first-grade 
egg is one which weighs 2o0zs. or over. Second-grade egg are 
those which weigh under 20z8, The latter do not score. 


Report for First Period—November Ist to November 28th, 1925. 


The ducks arrived cn October 14th amd 15th and were given a 
settling down period until November ist, on which date record- 
ing commenced. The birds arrived in good condition, and have 
settled down satisfactorily. 

The total number, of eggs laid during the months (28 days) 
has keen 1,000, which gives an average per bird of 7.31 eggs Of 
these eggs 964 have been first-grade amid 96 second-crade Sixty- 
two ducks have been in lay during the month, and 83 have not 
vet commenced. Three eggs Taye been laid outside the traps. 
and are, therefore, unrecorded. 


The leading position in the whole of the trials is held by 
\ir. G. Powell's Pen No. 25 (Fawn and White Runners), which have 
made a score of 3 firkit-grade eggs. 

The leading pens in the Breed Sections are:— 

Khaki-Campells—Mr. G@. H. H. Simmon’sa Pen No. 6, 88 pte.: 


tA B®. W. Putnam’s Pen No. 5, 86; Mr. A. N. Dickson’s Pen No. 
5 a 
Indian Ruimners.—Mr. C Powell’s Pen No. 25, 90: Mise Harri- 


son Bell's Pen No. 26, 81; The Misses Davidson and Chis 1 
Pen No. 20, 52. a isholm’s 


Competitors and others may yisit the trials 


on Wednesdays 
by appointment only. 
F. W.-RHODES,- Poultry 


Department, 
December 2nd, 1925, 
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Answers to Queries. 


By the BDITOR. 


DUCKS, 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
amswers all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency alswer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


‘“RODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be nent to 
Major C, G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc.,, M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road,. West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed amd sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate. delivery, The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending hirds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mcrtems) cam only be sent to non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase of poultry-keeping except post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Satinders). 


ALJ, questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in Telatiion to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


E, S. T. ‘Carmarvon) complains that many of his. hens have 
not recovered from the moult, and are Wayimg badly, and that 
he experiences this difficulty every year. He is feeding at present 
on two measures of clover, three of bran, four sharps, one 
ground cats, one maize meal, and one fish meal, and one biscuit 
meal, as a wet mash. The samples which he encloses are unsatiis- 
factory, The clover meal is little better than clover “‘chop,”’ 
and whe sharps are only fme bian. If he experiences this diff- 
culty every year the probability is thi his birds are not mm good 
bodily condition when they do moult, amd this must be due to 
the feeding. His present mash is wrong. The bulk is excessive, 
‘The quality of the ground oats leaves much to be desired. I 
would. suggest. he tries the following:—Llb. good alfalfa meal, 
4lbs. good middlings (these must be considerably better than 
what. he is wsing), llb. maize meal, ilb. biscuit dust, $lb_ fish 
meal, and add to this half pound of linseed meal, He wili te 
much ‘wiser to see to the better feeding of lis birds, as I am 
convinced that his experience with the moulting every year is 
due to his methods of feeding. 


L. E. (Stafford) wishes to know whether he should give the 
birds. something ‘‘hot’’ during this cold weather. I think I 
know what be means—eithar cayenne pepper, ginger, mustard, 
ete., and I would not advise this, Far better keep tiem hot by 
stimulating exercise, A little grain in the litter when they come 
off the perch, a little during the day to amuse them, and a 
serateh for their grain at night will be far better, amd a great 
dea] healthier than anything else. He also states that the hen 
imparts vitality to the growing embryo, amd this iis where the 
“biddy’’ scores over the incubator. I do not think that we haive 
any definite evidence on this point. It would, perhaps, be more 
correct to say that the hen prevents loss of vitality. 


T. B, (Long Eaton) asks for a good wet mash for birds kept 
on the semi-intensive system. He has about 50 on a quarter 
of an acre of land, Plenty of green food is available at all 
seasons of the year, Neither does he require a formula with 
meat or fish meal in it, as he usually buys fresh meat, such as 
lights, etc., once or twice a week. \At present he is giving a 
mash composed of: One stone middlings, 4 bran, 4~Sussex 
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ground oats, } maize germ’ meal, and his birds seem rather over 
fat, and do not lay quite as well as he would like. In fact, thi 
year he has had the poorest results that he has ever had. Th 
birds that were hatched in Apmil have not commenced to lay! 
with the exception of two or three, and these have now. Th 
geain ration consists of two parts whieat, one ais, and on) 
kibbled maize. Tbe following would be a good wet mash 
1tb, bran, 4lbs. middlings, 1b. biscuit meal or maize meal) 
llb. gronnd oats, and to this should be added ten per cemt. ¢€ 
animal food. He menticns that the droppings are mustam 
colour. There is the possibility that he is overdoing the anima) 
food. He asks for any advice I can give him. The best advice) 
I can igive is to ascertain the bodily condition of the birds, an) 
see whether they are im a condition to lay. He says the 
‘seem’? in an overfat condition. I am rather surprised to hhea| 
thig with young birds. At amy male, it is mot a question ¢ 
‘seeming’; it is for him to know. There ase other question 
than feeding when eggs are scarce, such as crowding at nigh) 
exposure, uncleaniliness, efc., etc., amd all these should be cor 


sidered. | 


W.S. (Jersey) writes: ‘From my flock I hive noticed a pull 
of outstanding type. ‘The ibird is ten months old, I have bee| 
feeding wheat, oats, maize, and buckwheat. Soft mash, VIZ, =| 
Biscuit meal miaize meal, Sussex ground oats, dmed off wit 
bran, This she will not look at, The grain she seems to pit 
up and then drop it again. ‘She will not looks ait cooked fies 
meat. Vet she is quite lively and not moped up at all, andj 
consequence of above is much on the light side, and has no 
been off her food for tthree weeks,’’ and he wishes to know whi 
he can do --I think she should be examined carefully to s¢ 
there are no signs of diphtheric ronp. while at present I wou 
give. her sulphate of iron dn the drinking waiter at the followsr 
rate:--Dissolve two ounces of powdered sulphate of tron are 
quart of water and add one teaspsonful of the solution to ever 
pint of drinking water. Also try feeding ber on bread and mi 
and a little boiled rice dried off with ground oats, I wm afna 
I cannot offer any further advice tham this. As the bind is a 
eating it would be inadvisable to give Cod Liver Oil, Th 
would be disastrous. oes) 
| 
J H. sends me a sample of mash which consists of two par 
ground oats, two barley meal, one alfalfa meal, ene pea mi? 
1} meat meal, dried off with fine thirds. This mash has givt 
good results, and he asks if it would be better if he boug 
throush the 8. B.A. Yes, I think he could do rather bette 
We could put such a mash on rail, without the pea meall, f 
12s. 6d f.o.r, LONDON, im not less than five ewt, lots. || 
would suggest he tries using soya beam meal instead of p 
meal. It wouid be cheaper, and as the barley meal does 0) 
appear of very good quality, it would be better to use mail) 
meal. He encloses sample of a poultry powder to put in #) 
mash, guaranteed to make fowls healthy, and supply plenty 
eggs, to prevent roup He calculates thiat it works out at’ | 
per ewt., sold in 6d, packets I hive sifted it, and find 
contains about 50 per cent, cereal dust, a little caibonate 
iron, and some fenugreek. It iis coloured with venetiiam red I} 
mot think it would have any good effect. 


G. S. (Newcastle) writes that he was greaitly startled to re 
my answer to a query in last week’s ‘‘Higgs,’’ in which I ate 
that the only time it is unwise to feed méize amd barley 
when the birds are out of production. and to. growing stock, J 
has been feeding maize meal, etc., ‘to his growing stock, and mn) 
wishes to Know whether he has done much harm. I do 4 
think be quite understands, or perhaps I was very inexpliq 
I did not wish to imply that maize or maize meal was injuni¢ 
to growing stock; only titat it lacks bone-:forming maiterial, a 
is aipt to bring pullets rather early into production, and for: tl} 
reason great care should be taken not to feed it im exes) 
With regard to giving dt ito bens which are through the mou) 
who have not started to lay. It is always @ little dangerous 
do this, as at that period there is a tendency to pub on inten 
fat. It is all right when they have once started laying. aga 
‘G, 8,” unfortunately is not doing well, and his system | 
feeding is not producing eggs. He must’ not sugigest thai 
hails necessarily ruined his flock. I am inclined to think } 
feeding is mot the cause of his. trouble, but it may be bet 
if he gave the wet mash at mid-day, and a gocd two ounces 


| 
| 
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Ps Bilbrook, Codsall, 

4 Near Wolverhampton, 

¢ : December 5th, 1925. 


Principal, VISOL Laboratories, 
West Bromwich. 


tar Mr. Brain, 


In adding my testimony to the numerous ones 
u have already received, it is with great pleasure 
d satisfaction that I do so. 

Visol has done wonders for the birds on my 
™, which some months ago were in the throes 
an attack of Roupy colds, and many sickening 
_ the acute stage of Diphtheritis, looking a 
It dejected crew. I lost no time after hearing 
Visol in getting some, and following yout most 
fuctive methods, and <ure enough, though | 
Idifficulty in getting them to drink the solution, 
‘you said they drank enough to bring about a 
ady cure, which to-day I am most grateful to 


‘is complete. 


a 


hank goodness for Visol, I Ssay—and the 
istry well need thank you, too, for your great 
vices. 


‘is, indeed, very funny that following the 
licity given to Visol, there are Iaany people 


¥ 


¥ write and say what they have done, can do, 
a to do it, but if it had not been for you 
el we should never have heard about the others, 
ch May be rightly termed ‘also rans.”’ You 
come into the open field, told the people what 
‘ould do with Visol, and left it for the 

ry’s noble friend, Mr. Toovey, to prove, 
th he has done so handsomely. 


Fie upon those who to-day would detract one 
10ta from your brilliant achievements and endea- 
vour by subtle subterfuge, which ill becomes them, 


to rob you of the fruits of your long and earnest 
labours, 


Whatever may come, Visol is here, and I am 
one of those who are only too glad to say that 
hever will my farm be without a supply of Visol, 
handy for treatment on the slightest provocation, 
and so prevent any further trouble. 


There is another; 


great thing about Visol—its 
health giving pro 


perties, there being no trace of 
hver and digestive trouble with the use of Visol, 
which some writers excla 


tions they offer free] 
Since Visol began 


mm about some prepara- 
y enough to unwary readers. 
its work of curing my flock 
€gg production has increased very much, and 
birds that a few weeks ago looked sick and weakly 


almost unto death are to-day eating vigorously, 


looking fresh and on the pomt of lay—another 


tribute to your knowledge and _ skill in handling 
flocks for winter €gg production. 


You have my permission to use this letter of 


appreciation in any way you desire, 


Yours very truly, 
(Signed) HAROLD E. SHAW (Capt. ). 


ft would be almost a sacrilege to add anything savouring 
of a *‘ boost.’’ to the foregoing , especially following, ag it does, 
sumilar tributes from such world-known awuthonities as T. W. 
Teovey, Tom Barron, John Meekings, F. R. Welch, W. HE. 
Brady, John H, Dewden, Col. Napier and a host of others, 
The Bishops and the Prelaites: have spoken the word; the. truth 
has been proclaimed from the house-tops; there’s 2 wave of 
revival sweeping through the Jand—a revival of hope against 
the depredations of disease amongst poultry; the prophets and 
sages have spoken, and only the ‘‘ doubting Thomas's ”’ remain 
to be converted but you are not a “ doubting 
Thomas,”’ are you ? The address is West Bromwich. 
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SONDIX 


““CARMAC”™ 


THE NAME “CARMAC” IS A GUARANTEE OF QUALI 


CONDENSED MILI 


FOR POULTRY. 


8/ = per Case of 48 14-0z. Tir 
CARRIAGE FORWARD, 


Brooding Ventilation Laying Houses. 


During the controversy that is taking place 
through the columns of ‘““Eggs’”’ with re- 
gard to ventilation, we keep steadily build- 
ing houses that do self-ventilate. We believe 
more in practice than theory. Our customers’ 
letters prove that’ our system 1s right. Can 
be used in any type of house. Our Apex 
Houses will get you winter eggs, and for 
brooding nothing better is made. The un- 
beatable Sondix Blue-Flame Lamp is now on 
the market. Ventilated floors that do 
ventilate, not .dirty wood slatted ones, but 
those you can wash. Will last years. The 


~ MASHES MADE TO ~_— 
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS. 


CHICK FEEDS AND POULTRY FOODS, 
BEST QUALITY AT LOWEST PRICES. 


MIXED ORDERS A_ SPECIALITY, 


2 Se | 


Sondix Hover with V floor and blue-flame 
lamp cannot be matched, let alone beaten. 


R. A. DIXON, S.P.B.A., 
a™ 


Write for Price Lists and Samples to— 


CARR, MACDONALD & CLEVELY, L 


6, BROAD STREET, RATCLIFF, | 
LONDON, E. 1. 
And at BRITANNIA MILLS, HEATHEFIELD, SUSSE, 


: 


6 
Wray not Evcc-EmM-on‘ 
alr WILL PAY YOU TO USE ‘‘EGG-EM-ON’’ COOKE 
| AND FLAKED MAIZE AND WHEAT, BECAUSE IT IS HIGHL 
{ 
| 


Se ee eee ee 


SEASALTER CROSS FARM, 3 
WHITSTABLE. 


ee en ee 


NUTRITIOUS, ALL FOOD VALUE, NO WASTE, AND IT MEAN 


MORE ECCS. | 


PAU L’S Write for free samples and particulars of any (¢ 
all of the following :— | 
POULTRY FOODS Paul’s Egg-Em-On Cooked Cereals for all birds, 
PURITY Paul’s Egg-Em-On Cooked Cereals No. 2 for Chicker 
: Paul’s Laying Meal. 
QUALITY. Paul’s Cooked and Flaked Dry Chick Food. 
| ECONOMY. Paul’s Chicken Flakes. 
| | RESULTS. Paul’s Special Degermed Maize Chicken Grits (4 éra 
| ee «~Paul’s English Maize Germ Meal. ! 
| i SOLD BY ALL RETAILERS. 
| tenmeccrore: Re & W. PAUL, Ltd., Dept. E, IPSWICE 


MILLS AT LONDON — IPSWICH foe KING'S LYNN —_ HULL. 
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ain as the last feed at night, Possibly his birds are a little 
lnderfed, as I notice the grain is bimited to ljozs. per bird The 
unple of toppings he sends contains rather a lot of bran but 
shenwise is good I think he should try and ascertiin tihe con- 
‘ition of bis birds. When tihe feeding is not tat fault (which 
3 far as I cam discover from my co: Lespondent’s description is 
at the ase) L always suspect that the binds may be in under 
ondition , and dhat is why they do not lary. 


GL fF. (Stonekirk) has had a bad failure witir his incubator, 
he hateh ‘was lless than 30 per cent., and a number of chicks 
tched failed to absorb the yolk. These are all the details 
2 gives I cam only surmise that he has been working at too 
igh a temperature, and be would be wise to hiave his thermo- 
eter tested, (2) His second question relates to the valuo of 
poled milk, and he asks whether tthe statement jis correct thst 
Ws not beneficial to chicks over twelve weeks old. I think J 
'@$ responsible for the statement that its value to a chick of 
mS age was very small in comparison to that during the finst 
xX weeks of a chick’s life, but I wenld not go so far as to say 
Was not lbeneficial at ali after twelve weeks. I have not space 
sre to explain why this is, but will do so in amother column. 

: en 

A.B. (Lichfield) wnites:—'‘‘I understand from weading various 
rticles in ‘ Higgs,’ that when poultry are in full lay, they can- 
ot be overfed, especially with maize, but when they are mot 
ymg they are apt to get overfat on the same food, amd over- 
iimess may llead to future trouble. What is the best thing to 
af you have in the same pen some completiely off laying, and 
thers going hard at it? In one los I have 20 RI. Red pullets- — 
x of them started laying early, and have now stopped, and 14 
/ them are laying regularly, In another lot I have 17 RI. 
feds, various ages, in which five only are laying. Shonld we 
fed for the majority, and let the minority take their chance ? 
have not house acccmmodation to separate them.’’—' A. B.”’ 
iS made.a smali mistake, The words ‘‘especially with maize”’ 
® not a correct interpretation of what has been written. If 
lere 1s one food you could overfeed with more than another 
38 maize, but there is little danger of doing this with » hen 
Vfull production. Now, in answer to his question, The pulllets 


| Lot 1 which started laying early are probably in a neck 


oult. There is no need to feed them differently than the 
thers, as the diet is rich enough to bring them through and 
‘art them laying again. We are not dealing with hens, which 
ould have a great tendency to put on fiat between the finish 
(the moult and tthe time they come into production again. It 
Ould jbe umwise tio change the food for the minority, as the 
Hority which are in full lay woulld be checked In answer 
the second question. at this season of the year, “A. B..”’ 
wuld feed a full ration for egg production to these pullets of 
ae ages. -Those which do not respond should be sold for 
& table. 


N, C. (Co. Down) has amongst her pullets ef this year 60 
Gich have so far nos begym to lay yet. They were hatched 
% April, and come of a very good laying strain, s0 that she 
es net know if iit would be better to sell them now for eating, 
if they would still make good. and be worth keeping —My 
Wespondent does not mention the breed. The fact thiat they 
me of “good laying strain’? makes no difference. We have to 
al with these birds, amd not ‘the strain from which they 
me ‘There are good and bad even in good strains, Assuminig 
&se to be Leghorns, they are not likely to prove profitiable, 
(moderate layers, if properly reared, would have laid ere 
8 It would be wise to got rid of them. If they are Weyan- 
ttes hatched early in April, the same remirk would apply, 
@ they should be fattened at once and marketed, but if sent 
the London Markets, the salesman should be advised tihat 
%e are fattened pullets which have never laid. If they are 
@hatehed Apzil pullets I would give them a little longer, as 
2 later hatched birds take longer to develop, amd if they start 
mmg in a week or two, and are good layers, may lay well 
® the autumn of next year, My correspondent must, how- 
*<, trust to some extent to her own observation. Reliance may 
placed on the salesman advertising in “Higigs.” , 


A. J. (Dinton) has had an outbreak of diphtheric roup and 
(eken pox, and wishes to know if her birds will be fit to breed 
Mm next season.—lf a bird had a mild attack of the disease 
ere would be no great objection to using him as a breeder. 


- 


but if a bad case, which bas required a lot of nursing to pu'l 
round. his constutution is likely to be weakened, and I would 
strongly advise my correspondent not to breed from him, even 
although he may, appear in” perfect health. 


BRS. (Ayr) sends 1 sample of meat meal which he is able 
to procure locally at a very modemate price. He has been using 
this in his wet mash up to 15 per cent,; results are mot satis- 
factory, He admits he has only beea able to give a very small 
quantity of green food, but to compensate for the lack: of -this 
has given a weekly dcse of Ejpsom egallts. The magh is:— 
Thirds, three parts; biscuit meal, cne; oatmeal, one; ana the 
meat meal three-quarters part. He wishes to kmow if he should 
merease the meat meal.—The failure here iis due to the lack 
of calcium salts. If “ B. S”’ were to add one part Alfalfa 
meal to the mash, and 5ozs, of the following mixture to every 
10lbs. of mash, he would see an improvement. The mixture is :— 
Steamed bone flour, 60 parts; common salt, 20; powdered oyster 
shell or lime stone dust, 20 parts, by weight. The Epsom saits 
will. not replace green food, and should be discontinued, 


X xX. X. (Somerset). Please see latter part ot reply to 
“ B.S.’ (Ayr). If ‘this has been your system, then [ think we 
can attribute your hatching failures to this constant dosing 
with Epsom. salts, and not to the incubator. You wonld, how- 
ever, be wiser, especially in view of the fact that your incubator 
room frequently falls below 40 degrees, if you did not remove 
either felt until the 19th day of incubation, and then only 
remove one. The sample of thirds sent is of good average 
quality , 


K, L. (Northampton). Yes, I advise that the glass front of 
the hot4air incubators should be covered during the time of 
hatching, as the newly-haltehed chick lig naturally very much 
exhausted by its strugglessto get out of thie shell, If the ineuwbator 
as darkened it wll be quiet and rested, and there is less hkely 
to be digestive trouble. consequently your chicks will be mare 
healthy and vigorous. (2) Your second question is too big a 
one to be dealt here. It is probalble that the wonderful results 
obtained by the use of the ultra-violet rays are due to the fact 
uhiat they assist in the more complete assimilation of the hme 
salts, and it is quite possible that we may some day discover 
that this may be the solution of the vitamin problem. I meam 
that some foods, cod liver oil, for example, mav tend to the 
more complete assimilation of the mimerals, and that is why it 
has been found of value as a prevenitive of leg~weakness. 


GLCUCESTEPSHIRE LAYING TEST SOCIETY, 124-1925. 


Nhe climatic <onditions during the period under review were 
on the whole better tham im 1923.24, as the summer’ was much 
finer. It should be recorded that a large number of birds were 
seut to the test in lay, and in comsequencée a number went into 
a slight moult. The somewhat ¢€xposed and high altitude of the 
test ground canmot be emphasised too much, as it serves as a 
test of stamina, in addition to egg production, The low mor- 
tality and satisfactory average per bird indicates the amount 
of care taken hy the competitors in the selection of their birds 
and also of the excellent management during the test period. 

The :.umber of pullet eggs laid throughout the year was:— 
Grade . ‘‘A,’’ 56,499; Grade. ‘“‘B,’’ 1;401;. Grade ‘‘C,’ 46. Grand 
total: 57,946, equals average of 181.6 per ‘bird Further, the 
averages of Grades “A” and “B’ are 177.1, amd 43° per> bird 
resyectively. 

The test has continued to attract many interested persons, 
including organised parties, and the keen interest.taken by the 
general public is marked by the mumerous inquiries that have 
been made by letter. ° 

Gold, silver and lronze medals have been awarded to the 
competitors holding ist, 2n1.amd 3rd positions in each section 
respectively. L 

The Dueck Sections have been more satisfactory this year, 
and record should be made of a K.C. duck in the Single Pen 
Section which laid a total of 205 1st grade eges, of which 217 
were laid on consecutive days. The total number of eggs laid 
was 3,549, giving an average of 152.5 per duck. . 

For 1925-26 the pen and single secbions have been made open 
ty the five counities of ‘;sloucestershire, Hereford, Somerset, Wilts 


and Worcester. 
eats ce SINGLE TULLET SHCPION 


(Open to all Poultry-Keepers who are oceupiers of land in the 
Counties of Gloucester, Héreford, Somerset, Wilts and Worcester). 
Figures are Egess and Points respectively. 

Section 1. White Leghorn,—L. (rist (3), 255, 1150; G. H. H. 
Simmons, 246. 1103, J. L. Brown, 245, 1090; BD. W. Stephens, 244, 
1078; Miss K. Feaviour. 246, 1062; Miss N. Townsend (19), 230, 1027. 

Section 2, White Wyandotte—H. W. Fowles, 261. 1171; Lord 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). 
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THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL POULTRY 
COUNCIL. 


A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE. 


A very successful conference was held in the 
University Agricultural Lecture Hall, Edinburgh, 
on Saturday, December 5th, Mr, J. Purdie’ pre- 
siding. There was a large attendance. 

[he speakers were: ltrofessor Willard Thomp- 
son, Dr. Crew, Mr. Dalling, M.R.C.V-S., and Mr. 
Tom Newman. 

Mr. J. G. Woods presented the prizes and cer- 
tincates to the successful competitors in. the 
Scottish National Laying Test In‘ congratulating 
them he remarked that the Test was second to 
none in Great Britain, and he thought the average 
production of 187 eggs per bird was highly satis- 
tactory, especially as the Test ground was situated 
in a very bleak position. 

Professor Thompson’s interesting paper appears 
in another column of this issue. 

Mr. Dalling’s paper was interesting and im- 
portant. His subject was ‘‘B.W.D. and Roup,” 
Speaking of the former, he said it has’ been re- 
peatedly urged that all chicks are carriers of the 
Bacillus Pullorum, the organism which causes the 
disease, and that unfavourable environmental coi: 
ditions will cause it to develop. This was wrong : 
they had never, by bacteriological examination, 
been able to trace the bacillus in a healthy chick. 
We were glad to hear such a definite statement 
from Mr, Dalling, as the idea has been widely 
held, and we have never known it to be so definitely 
contradicted before. © The lecturer indicated the 
method: of infection as follows:— 


_ 41) Ihrough the eggs (chicks hatched from 
infected eggs). 

(2) From chick to chick 
excreta ). 

(3) Carrier hens infecting normally healthy 
hens. ee 

(4) By the male. 

(5) Feeding infected eggs. 


(through the 


The carrier hen was difficult to detect, as to all 
eppearances she was as healthy as any other. 
The lecturer emphasised the fact that wherever 
there was crowding, the percentage of chicks in- 
fected would be considerably higher. He stated 
very definitely that chicks Were not susceptible 
to infection after the sixth day. Infected chicks 
may survive, and become the “‘carrier’’ hen. 

The lecturer then referred to the Agglutination 
Test, and the Intradermic Test. Both, he said, 
were to a degree unreliable. A hen may react 
to-day and may not react in a month, but a hen 
which has reacted once will react again. 

Speaking of the Intradetmic*Test, the lecturer 
said’no blood was required, and this might be 
carried out by. the poultry farmer himself. If a 


bird reacted there was a swelling on the wattk 
He was convinced that a serum could be produce 
which would check the disease ; they already mad 
a test on a Norfolk. farm, and the report had bee 
very satisfactory. He could not say definite] 
whether a cockerel could be infected. Speakin 
of Roup, the lecturer stated that it was all du 
to the same cause. Serum treatment would } 
successful as a preventive. They had obtaine 
some from America which had proved satisfactory 
but that from Holland was not so. 

Dr. Crew gave a short address on ‘‘ In-she 
Mortality.’’ In brief, we may say his view is tha 
certam hens lay eggs carrying lethal factor 
which prevent their hatching. He demonstrate 
this by Mendelian ratios,. mating yellow mice 
which behave like the Andalusian, which, mate 
to a bird of the same colour as itself, never breed 
true. The Hetazygous mice were born alive, bu 
the yellow (homozygous) died before birth. Hi 
theory was that this mouse inherited, with a doubl 
dose of yellow, some lethal factors which killed i 


Sherborne (37), 222, 992; W. R. Partridge (38), 218, 976; W. -E 
Partridge (34), 220, 974; Philip Clapham (40,, 215,971; G H. E 
Simmons (31), 202, 908. Se 
Section 3. Rhode Island Red.—Wiss M. Lawrence (39), 244, 169 
G. BR Metcalfe, 1%, 876; Miss M. Uawrence (42), 174, 774; W.oR 
Partridge, 169, 740; S. Barnes, junr. ‘48), i52, 661; S. Barnes, jum 
(45), 131, 597. : : 
Section 4. A.O.Y.. Light Breed.—-Churehdown Pedigree Parr 
‘An,), 231, 1033. H, W. Stephens .B.1..), 207, 12: -Churchdown Ped 
gree Farm ‘B.L.), 184, 807; Major J. C. Dugdale (B.L.), 182, 
Miss K. Feavicur (B.1..), 177, 782; Miss M .fohnson (W. la B, 
177, 766. 
Section 5. A.O.V. Heavy Breed.--Miss M. Iawrence (BER. 
212,° 938; W. R. Partridze (B.Veld), 240, $16: Mre k. Weinhol 
‘Aus. Orp.), 202, 913; G. H. H~ Simmons (Bf. R.), 201, 896: Lad: 
Bledistoe: ‘Aus. Orp.,, 198, 851; Rs JP. Miles*‘B.Veld), 175, 779 ‘ 


SINGLE DUCK SEUTION, 

Section 6. sny Breed.—Mrs. iI LL. Wanks ‘K.-C.), 305. 305; Fi 
W. Fowles (K.-C.), 252, 232; Mrs. W. Pearce Ellis (K.-C.), 194, 192 
W. R. Partridge (15) (W.R.), 191, 191: W._R. Partridge (14) (WR) 
185, 185; 1? HH. Simmons (K.-C), 179, 179: Miss N. Townsen 
(12)" (K.-C, -179, 179. rt 


WORCESTERSHIRE LAYING TEST, 


First Monthly Report. 


Section 1. White Leghorns. --Wores. Poultry Farm, 79 eggs 
W. Pound. 64; F R. Welch, £9: W. Perks, 40. 

Section 2. White Wyandottzs. —Mrs. Ihdmondson, 86: W. F 
Morris, 78. G. E. Hamley, 75; A. A. Panll, 47. -. ~ 

Section 3, A.O.V. Light Breed.—R. MM. Voeo, 57: Capt. § 
Churchill, 50; B. Lloyd, 39: W.. Hawkes, 18 

Section 4. A.O.V. Heavy Breed —E. Owen, 60:.F. H. Collins 
54: W. F. Drew, 47: F. R. Welch. 22. Kea 

Section 5 A,0.V. Heavy (Single Bird).—W. R. Mitchell, 21 
W. R Mitchell, 20, J Nortledge. 20: J. Nortledge, 20. 3 

Section #. A.O.V. Light (Single Bird).—F. Heydon, 16: J 
Rutter,14; J E. Loxley, 7: Capt. Boye. 3. : 

Section 7. A.V. Pure-Bred Duck (Single Bird)—Worcs. Poul 
try, 14: Miss M. Johnson, 5; R. J. Ewins, 4. 


MIRFIELD AND DISTRICT LAYING TEST, 1925-26. 


The 22nd September closed the first monthly period of the test 


172: Messrs. Davey amd Son. 18, 140: Mr H. Cowgill, 16; 127. 
[ Three Birds.—Mr. A. G._¥ 
Erment, 44, 282; Mr Rasstrick, 38, 272: Mr. A G V. Ermen, 31, 233: 


count. 


The Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 6th 
Jannary, 1926. : on 
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The Modern Laying 


Flouse. 


Now that the winter months are allmost upon us 
we look, quite rightly, for some hopeful return on our 
satay of expense and energy in an effort to rear our 
pulllets io a creditable maturity. Each weekly tissue 
a “Egos *’ has, or should have’ been, thorough|v 
tigestad, and a!l the concentmated information which 
lies between those familiar green overs, should have 
sonsiderablly helped one to arrive ait the stage above 
‘eferred to. 

Tt is an acknowledged fact that two of the most 
mportant factors which oovern thé ilife and usefulness 
anv mortal are :— 

(1). Hereprry. 
(2) ENVIRONMENT. 

The enormous scope for discussion, which ig offer 
ww either of the twin-subjects needs no enlangement 
# the writer’s, inasmuch that he does not consider 
umiself competent to give amy useful data which might 
se unknown to most. The advancement of Science is 
1ot based on flippant ‘‘airings,’’ but upon constructive 
mticisms calculated to improve present stundards of 
wecepted truths. 

To anyone who is fortunate enoxgh to possess 1 
lock of healthy amd productive birds, and, as far is 
jossible, consistently so, it is common knowledge thai 
@maintain such standard necessitates hard work, dis- 
mminate feeding, efficient housing, and selective 
meeding To keep our finger upon the keynote of 
Uccess means that we must observe all these points, 
md seek to remedy any fault which proves a deterrent 
Oour ultimate agin. 

Under the finst heading above come alll those laws of 
eproduction established “by our noted Saientisis, 
inctent and Modern. Those liam going to leave allone 
Inder the second heading we have primarily the main 
hree subjects :—Feeding, Housing, and Management. 
the first of these, I am sure, has been adequately 
ud ably treated by our Secretary’s pen on numerous 
tasions ; so many ‘times, in fact, that one sometimes 
onders that so many queries on thie subject should 
ppear so frequently in the correspondence columns of 

Fi2zgs*° =‘ The last item is reallly one of common- 
ms?, and contributes greatly to the personal factor 
E the individual. 

Now what about Housing? Ave we quite sure that 
the must valuable facts appertaining to this pari: 
lount question are embodied in the comstruction of 
ur Poultry Houses? —Or is it that they contain too 
wich? Tio we pay too much attention to the interior 
tornments of our llamger Intensive Houses, and too 

¢ to the method and materials in the Main Con- 
Tuction ? 
Th the issue of ‘‘Eegos.’* dated the 18th November, 
chanced to see ia letter from Mr. R. A. Dixon, touch- 

Fupon the Conservatism of Appliance Miakers whi 
® afraid to introduce anything mew into ther 
medalls’’ for fear of reducing their sales. Tmniis is a 
tientable fact. Some of the specimens of layins 
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houses and intensive houses which find room in some 
of our poultry-yards, are purely atrocities. 

Furthermore, we hear the victimised owner saying : 
‘And it was built by So-vand-So, too” Look at thos< 
door frames—the miserable  sills—the badly-fitting 
g'wss-heads, where wain continually beats through into 
the house down on the floor, and saturates the litter. 
Then, again, look at ‘the roofing felt(?)! Little better 
than tarred brown paper. Stuff like this is dear at: a 
gift, put, unfortunately, the public are gullled by the 
price whish happens to be less than that for a really 
genuine article, and there are some genuine goods to 
be had we kncw 

Let us run briefly through the reain features of a 
really good laying house. In the first place, it ig most 
important that the floor be perfectiy level, thus ensur 
ing that the litter is, normally, evenly distributed 
upon the floor. ‘The outer toardins I prefer to be 
planed, rebated weatherboard, so that at the end of 
say, two, three or four years, any signs of bottom-rot 
ean be easily put right by simply removing the bottom 
coard might round the puilding, amd replacing it by 
another. Where the coardiny ig done with vertical 
tongued and grooved boards, the bottom four inches or 
so of every board has to be moved, and this is a 
latomious job, and necessarily more expensive. With 
regard to type of roof; this is a matter of personal 
ominion. S<me prefer smn, others semi-span, or 
even lean-to. 

T find the senu-spam more desirable from the stamd- 
point of ventilation. ie, with the perches running 
allong the back ‘of ithe house. 

Now about tho gilass windows  There’s no Lest side 
for the wind:ws, provided they are properly put in 
On the two sides and tottem of the rebated frame. it 
is advisable to put a coat :f Hitumen first. ‘Don’t 
put in om hike war-time ‘butter; spread it liberally 
Over the same edges tefore*the gilass is fixed, put a 
strip of thickish Bituminous felt, about an inch of 
which iis joose, and hanys over the outside of frame 
when the gllaiss is in. This loose flap turns the driving 
rain, and the writer has found tivis method as *‘fopoi- 
proof ’’ as the glazier’s putty, besides it isn‘t every- 
one wlio ean use a pulty-kmifc 

See that the doors are on properly made, rebated 
casings. not merely a piece of wood slid into a hole. 
Fix a good threshold to each dior, and, above all, 
keep the whole of the exterior woodwork well treated 
with preservative. 

On new wood I have found the best treatment bo 
be, first. a liberal coating of thin creosoted oil, then 
a further coating of thicker oil, and, finally, a good 
coating of (amy colour) Oxide paint. 

The ‘‘runmers,’’ along which slide the ‘‘ bob-hole 
dovrs,’’ should be on the outside of the building. not 
screwed on the inside.’ as the ledge so formed invites 
the oozing of waiter, the accumulation of snow, and so 
forth 

These, maybe, are only small items in a way, but 
they are so frequently travestied that a little reminder 
won't fall amiss; if at dows I crave my reader’s 
pardon. 

With regard to the inside fittings, ‘the main thing is 
pienty of clean, dry utter, on a dry base of wood 
ashes of similar material. 
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After reading Professor Thiomson’s articles (you 
will remember that he iis of the Hawkesbury Umiver- 
sity College, Sydney) it is difficult to say what should, 
or should not, be alllowed to find pllace imside the 
house. He says no perches, dropping boards, or any 
furniture whatever, that thiere is mo necessity ion 
perching fowls, but that ithree feet of litter 1s nine 
too much. Well it appeams to me that if the Professor's 
practises are the reason for the excellent average record 
of Australian fowls—but it remembered, far greater 
than the average English poultry farmer’s—it’s high 
time something were dione to try and establish proof 
night here and right now. 

I wonier, sometimes, if we are @ little, just a little, 
conservative. 

Professor Thomson is a man who-has had consider- 
able experience with poultry, having during the course 
of his time had dealings with no fewer than 500 diffe- 
rent varieties iof birds and over 7,000 crosses. So 
without condemning the Professor’s statements night 
away, it would be as well to carefully weigh up for 
ourselves the purport of what he says, and how far we 
are bound to accept the truth underlying his sugges- 
tions. 

Firstly, have we, generally speaking, sufficient 
depth of litter in our houses? It is very questionable 
whether most of us exceed seven or eight inches at 
the outside. Secondly, to what extent does ail the 
inbermial equipmenit of our houses hinder the natural 
tendenoy of induced ventilation? Those of my readers 
whio are at all familiar with the various systems of 
ventilation in use down the coal mines, and other sub- 
termaniaan works, kniow that frictional resistance to the 
passage of air responsible for a loss, in many cases, of 
onie-hallf the imitial efficiency of a current. 

What are dropping-boards but wholesale air-breakers 
and breeding grounds for parasites? If sufficient 
litter is put on the floors does a droppings-board 
become an indispensability? If not, why use one? 

But here we will stop, for clearly I have digressed ; 
yet it will pay us to “‘ bide ia’ wee,”’ lest, in our 
anxiety to progress, we defeat our own ends. 


LAINDON LAYING TEST, 1925-1826. FIRST REPORT. - 

Section 1. Light Breeds (Five Pulltets)—J. Willis (An.), 63 eggs; 
Miss N. Grubbe (W.l.), 48; Rowlamd Cook (W.L.), 54. Monthly 
Certificate: Miss N. Grubbe. 

Section 2. Heavy Breeds (Five, Pullets).—l.. Potter (R.1.R.), 65; 
F. Freeborn (R.I1 B.), 64; Rowland Cook (R.LR.), 57.. Monthly Cer- 
tificate: Rowland Cook. 

Section 3. Light Breed (Single Bird).—G. L. and H. B. tibson 
(W.L.), 26: S. Stock (BL.), 21; A Walbamk (W.L.), 21. Monthly 
Certificate: G L. and H. B. Gibson. 

Section 4. Heavy Breed (Single Bird)—W. Dillenz (R.IR.), 29: 
H Bush (R.1-R.), 26: Miss N. Grubbe (R.1.R.), 26. Monthly Certi- 
fcate: H. Bush 

Section 5. Gift (Any Variety)—W. Dillenz (R.1-R.), 26; 4%. 
Mylrea.(R.I.R.), 16; H Bush (W.1), 15. Monthly Certificate: W. 
Dillenz, a'so first-class for best bird in test. 


THE “ SERIAL” LAYING TEST, SKEGNESS. FIRST MONTH. 


Exhibition (Standard Bred) A.V. Section,—E. Thomas (W.Br.), 
3¢ eggs: S Outhwaite (Ex. L.), 31; Mrs. W.W. W. Butt ‘Bf. R.), 18. 

Rhode I Red Section (Six Pullets)—Mrs. D. E. Greenslade, 
65: J. W- Potts. 51; Mrs. E. Gossage, 43, 

White Wyandotte Section (Six Pullets)—R. A. and A. M. John- 
son, 111: Mrs .M. Grookes, 76; H. Lee, 74 

White Leghorn Section (Six Pullets.—F. C. Tomlinson, 90; Capt. 
F. C. Collins, 88; -W. Mason, 83. 

Black Leghorn Section (Six Pullets)—Oapt. N. Zambra, 89; F. 
G. Tomlinson, 57; N. S Robinson, 16. 

Any Other Variety (Six Pullets)—T. Leyson, (Bf. R.), 61; F.C. 
Tomlinson (L.S.). 47;.S. H. Brecks (An.), 42. 

Small Breeders’ Section (Single Bird). A.V. Heavy Breed. — 
Mra, W Thompson (Bf. Rk.), 26; Mr. amd Mrs.. T. J. McMillan 
(RI.R.), 24; W. H. Brown and Sons (W.W.), 21. 

Small Breeders’ Section (Single Bird), A.V. Light Breed. -- 
C. Gresiey (W.L.), 19; -C Cummings (W.L.), 19; J. Hart (W.L.), 17. 


Scientific Poultry | 
Breeders’ Association. } 


Full particulars of membership will be sent by return on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, The 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


LIGHT OR HEAVY BREEDS. 
Capt. Seed’ writes :— | 
‘‘ Dear Sir,—In your Editorial of last week’s| 
issue of ‘‘Eggs,’’ with reference to your 
White Leghorns. I am rather in a quandary. | 
I, with my very limited knowledge, and purely) 
a novice, think that the White Wyandotte) 
beats it, for the simple reason that, the egg) 
strain of both breeds being equal, you make! 
more of your cockerels. I did nct start hatch-| 
ing until the beginning of March, and con- 
tinued until the end of April, and fed to your 
excellent formula on feeding, to which I have| 
carried out to the letter. I have now 50 per 
cent. of my pullets laying, and should have 
stated that I now breed nothing but White 
Wyandottes. Will you please tell me if 1 am 
wrong, i.e., if I should keep two breeds— 
heavy and light? ”’ | 
I am as much in a quandary as Capt. Seed. My, 
own inclination is towards the heavy breed as a 
more economical fowl. =| 
In spite of Mr. Morrison’s remarks, I should be 
inclined to think that the profit from R.I. Reds, 
as an example, or Wyandottes run commercially 
would be greater than from Leghorns. | 
| know all the arguments as to broodiness and 
increased cost of food, which I did not mention 
previously, but my experience is that a hen which 
is broody in the spring will compensate for this by 
putting up a good record in August and September 
when eggs are dear. Also, by careful selection J 
believe the broody character can be eliminated. 
However, it-is a point on which one dare no} 
dogmatise, so I leave it to my readers for thei 
Opinions. 


BUFF ROCK v. RHODE ISLAND RED. 


I have been asked by a member as to what | 
believe the better of these two breeds.. He want} 
them for an exposed position, and wishes to know 
which would best suit his purpose. © There art 
followers -of both breeds, and I have no doub 
that each could put. up a good case for thei 
favourites. Personally I feel there is nothing & 
choose between them, each has pretty much the 
same good utility characteristics, and it 1s % 
matter of choice, not on merits, but of one’s liking 
I have found the Buff Rock very hardy, a fini 
winter layer of large eggs, a fair table fowl, ant 
no more addicted to broodiness than. the othe 
sitting breeds. I have always been surprised tha 


| 
| 
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ithev have been so slow in making their way into 
popular favour. They seem to have lost a little 
ground when the Rhode arrived, the latter was 
“™Doomed,’’ and the Buff suffered, but there is no 
doubt that it is coming into its own now. 


‘‘ CLOSE BONES.” 


I have received the following letter from Mr. df 
Shepherd :— 
‘ Just a line or two re the following, which 
appeared in last week’s issue of ‘Eggs’? :— 
| ‘When will judges understand that a close- 
boned bird will breed as good stock as one 
| with capacity?’ 

As an experiment, last season I mated the 
| closest-boned bird out of 60, White Leghorn 
cockerels to nine moderate hens, The pullets 
are laying extraordinarily well, large-sized 
» eggs. I should have been afraid to offer the 
 cockerel as aj stock bird on account of his 
closeness of bones.”’ 

We are, of course, referring to the male bird 
tere. While no experiments have yet been made as 
30 whether the close or wide boned bird will. breed 
yetter layers, we know that the majority of the 
Black Orpingtons in Australia, who sired the 
fecord hens, were close boned. Many a good sire 
las been lost through the fact that utility judges 
without any reasons condemn a close-bone male. 


: 
. 
; 
: 
; 


SOME CONFUSION, 


Comments in recent issues on the extravagant 
somparisons made ‘between conditions in Australia 
ind in this country by Professor Thomson, of the 
Tawkesbury College, Sydney, have unfortunately 
yeen understood to refer to Professor Willard 
thompson, Director of the National Poultry 
‘nstitute. 

Ican only express my very deep regret at this, 
imd at the same time say how yery astonished I 
tm that this confusion should have been possible. 
No one who knows Professor Willard Thompson 
“rsonally would connect him with the absurd 
itterances indulged in by our visitor from Aus- 
talia, who has been telling them in South Africa 
hat we are 100 years behind the times. 


FOOD PURCHASE SCHEME. 


We are pleased to be able to add this week one 
t two additional centres for food supplies, and 
ve note with satisfaction the ever-increasing 
Mquiries from more and. more members regarding 
he scheme. 

PRICES OF MASHES, ETC. 


‘The following meals can be supplied in 5 cwt. 
%s and upwards of one kind free on rail :— 


Fish Mea] (Pure White) 20/0 F.O.R. London, 
a x * - 20/0 F.O.R, Bristol. 
19/0 F.O.R,. Swansea. 
19/3 F.O.R. Tynemouth. 
.O.R. Grimsby. 
19/3 .F.0.R, Bradford. 
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PRICES OF MASHES. Per Cwt. 
Layers. Growers. Breeders. 


F.O.R. LIVERPOOL ... .... 14/9 11/9 12/3 
FOR. LIYERPOOL .. ... 12/3 12/3 13/9 
F.0O.R. LONDON ine ce 1216 11/6 12/3 
F.0O.R. LEITH cmeeansr ot 4019 10/6 14/9 
F.0O.R. LEICESTER... .... 44/0 14/0 11/9 
F.O.R. GREENOCK .. ... 12/0 12/0 13/3 
F.OR. KING’S LYNN o> A116 11/6 11/9 
F.0O.R. BELFAST imemeaas. 12/9 12/6 12/9 
F.0.R. BRISTOL ia ies SO 11/9 12/9 
F.0O.R. SOUTHAMPTON ... 11/9 12/3 12/3 
F.O.R. PLYMOUTH ... .... 12/6 12/9 12/6 
F.O.R. ABERDEEN... ;.. 12/8 11/9 13/9 
F.0.R. HARROGATE ta 48/9 12/6 13/8 
F.0.R. GLASGOW mn AY 12/3 12/9 
F.O.R. STAFFS... ....... 14/9 11/9 13/0 
F.O.R. SUSSEX ... .-°... 44/6 11/6 12/6 
F.O.R, IPSWICH eee 14/6 12/9 12/9 


Sussex Ground Oats F,O.R. London: 13/6 per cwt. 
» F.O.R. Sussex: 12/6 per cwt, 
» F.O.R. Bristol: 13/0 per cwt, 

F.O.R. Bristol: 14/- per cwt. 


i 


” 9) 
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Alfalfa Meal 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Ritchie, J., Haircraigs, Denny, Stirlingshire, 
Brown, C. E., kKrskine House, St, George's Road, Bickley, Kent. 
Warman, W. H., Pinner Place, Pinner, Middlesex, 
Irons, A. W., 60, Colby Drive, Thurmaston, Nr. Leicester, 
Patterson and Dobbs, Strathmore P,F,, Walberton, Arundel], 
Sussex, 
Pyman, J. I’., 6, Vaughan Road, New Brighton, Wullasey. 
Fothergill, Capt. J. S., Newlands P. Farm, Kendal. 
Martyn, C. Newman, Gubshill Farm, Tewkesbury, Glos. 
White, Capt. W. Driffeld. Gubshill Farm, ‘lewkesbury, Glos. 
Coupe, A., 18, Bird Street, Brierfield, Nr. Burnley, Lancs. 
Wentworth, A., Ambleside Bungalow, Whitworth Road, 
Kodbourne Cheney, Nr. Swindon. 
Stott, A., Holden. House, Barkisland, Halifax, Yorks. 
Forbes, Miss E. C., The Hotel, Abernethy, Perthshire, N.B. 
Dunn, T. I., Woodland P.F., Thong, Nr. Gravesend, Kent. 
Draper, L, J., Solent P.F., Stubbington, Hants. 
Kilpatrick, J., 117/119, Victoria Street, Belfast. 
Macdonald, K. T., 2, Mount Pleasant Road, New Malden, Surrey. 
Jamison, G., The Heath, Parkhill, Aberdeenshire. 
Mellroy, T., Tunbridge, Langstone Road, Havant. 
Smith, J., 2, Carr Lane, Winghill, Shipley, Yorks. 
Freeman, C. E. D. W., St. Gredifael P.F., Penmynydd, 
Llanfairpwll, Anglesey. 
Ashford, Miss J., Swa1more Park Farm, Swanmore, Hants. 
Thomas, F. B., The Rectory, Llandough, Nr, Cardiff. 
Hall, W. H., 49, Norfolk Road, Jpswich. 
Swallow, W., 94, Second Street, Orange Grove, popaupeseurele 
frica. 
Scott, D., 26, Greenwell Street, Newtownards, Co. Down. 
Blackmore, J. R., 1, Ryecroft Road, Glusburn, Keighley. 
Hexter, J. E., 22, Curzon Street, Long Eaton, Nott. 
Faire, §. G., Broom, Bidford-on-Avyon, Warwick. 
Yeatman, W. H., Corn Merchant, 63, High Street, Poole, Dorset. 
Moncrieff, Mrs. Scott, Bulkeley Cottage, Englefield Green, Surrey. 
Hargreaves, G. H., Wocdfield P.F., Brierfield. 
Moss,, Miss E., “ Oakhurst,” Garth Road, South Ockendon, Essex. 
Partridge, E., 12, Hinwick Road, Wollaston, Nr. Wellingborough. 
Hirst, A., 11, Wood Top, Marsden, Nr. Huddersfield. 
Jones, Oapt. H. Wynne, * Cartref,” Charlton, Andover, Hants. 
Steel, O. S., 43, Esplanade, Whitley Bay. 
Evans, Miss P. j., Iscoed, Ferryside, Carmarthenshire. 
Blackburne, J. Ireland-, Hale Hall, Liverpool. : 
Viney, 8, A., 31, Chetwynd Road, Ward End, Birmingham. 
Warrington, W. H., 237, Gateford Road, Worksop, Notts. 
Sproston, J. E., Munro Street, Kirkcaldy, N.B. ; 
Cox, O., Sunnyside Lodge P.F., Church Path, Beddington, Croydon. 
Batchelor, C. W., “The Oaks,” Five Ways, Hatton, Warwick. 
Miller, Capt. B., Westbank P.F., Kirkwall, N.B. 
Cheslett, D., The Cottage, Llandyssil, Mont. , 
Woodward, Mrs. N., Wainfleet Road, Leverton, Boston, Lincs. 
Langman, Hon. Mrs. A., North Cadbury Court, Yeovil, Somerset. 
Madeley, J. C., Tilston, Malpas, Cheshire. : 
Chambers, Mrs. M., Richmond House, Rathgar Road, Dublin. 
Barker, Wm., Crumaek Farm, Oxenhope, Nr. Keighley. 
Passman, J. W., 8, Denton Row, Denholme, Bradford. 
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The Poultry Housing Factor and 
Winter Egg Production. 


By PROF. WILLARD C. THOMPSON, 
i , Husbandry, 
‘-ector of the National Institute of Poultry a 
a ge Newport, Salop, England. 


{t is with the keenest sort of appreciation of ms 
privilege extended to me to-day in oe invita Me 
to address Scottish poultrymen that I Ne ae 
this trip northwards to this ancient an Bote 
City of Edinburgh. Just to once more see a 
burgh would be quite enough to make it oe a 
me to accept the invitation given to a ey 
my travels through many countries : ee se! 
found a more charming and wonderful cl Y, aS 
this, and I have seldom found a pet sp or ‘ 
country than this, your own Scotland. coun 3h 
; of mine chanced to meet a countryman ol 
Vee way. The Scotchman asked 


-ours down London 

wae part of the world the other fellow came ee 
and received the reply that ‘‘T come from { P 
own country.” Immediately the answer, ut, 


mon, ye hae lost your accent, I fear.” I am glad 
to have the pleasure of talking over 
seeping with you. ; | 
ph heme Boney is being kept, either for profit 
or pleasure, be it one side of the ocean or another, 
there is very much the same objective running 
through the minds of those who are taking par: 
in that industry. To get a sufficient egg pro- 
duction during the course of the year to render 4 
reasonable profit on time and money and labour 
expended is the central idea with us all. Ege 
production, as I see it, is really the basis of suc- 
cess in poultry-keeping everywhere. No branch, 
however specialised, of the great poultry industry 
can permanently continue to succeed unless the 
egg producing side of the industry is constantly 
held up to high and profitable standards, 

In attempting to arrange the management vf 
our egg laying flocks in a way to enhancé the 
chances of a profitable egg yield during the course 
of a year’s business, we find that im most climates 
our methods and practises must be tempered and 
altered according to prevailing weather con- 
ditions. In short, we always run up against the 
well-known fact that when natural conditions are 
such as to stimulate egg production to highest 
figuies that the same thing is occurring almost 
universally. . The supply of eggs is great and 
the price falls. There is usually a rather clear- 
cut relationship. existing between supply of eggs 
and the prices therefor, an illustration of the law 
of supply and demand. As poultry producers we 
must be guided accordingly. In seasons of more 
unfavourable weather conditions, such as during 
prolonged winter seasons, it becomes increasingly 
difficult to obtain high egg production records. 
It is mainly for this reason that we have come to 
value sO tremendously winter egg production as 
a characteristic to be bred into our fowls or 


poultry- 
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coaxed from them by right care and management 


[t is my principal duty to-day to deal with the 
influence of poultry housing on winter egg pro 
duction, and I shall proceed on the premise that 
if we can secure a satisfactory winter egg recor 
that the egg yield for the other and_ tollowins 
seasons of the year will essentially take care 0 
themselves. But, if I may assume the usualh 
claimed right of the speaker to digress from his 
assigned subject now and then, I would like t 
suggest to you a line of thought which I have beer 
studying most carefully during recent months. 1] 
it is true that the winter egg production of ow 
laying flocks is so very important from th 
economic and commercial viewpoint, then it migh 
possibly be that if we knew something more 0 
the relationship existing between that winte 
zeason record and the total year’s record we woul 
te able to cull or select our laying flocks, especially 
when it finally comes to the determination of the 
breeding hens, with greater accuracy, as well a: 
eliminate those fowls whose winter records give 
warning of their low productive capacity. Prof 
Hervey, late of Rutger’s University, in America 
who was for several years my first assistant anc 
close associate, as well as valued friend ant 
adviser, has made a most laborious and detaile¢ 
study of the relationship existing between short 
time seasonal records and full-year totals. Hk 
fas used the records, actual trapnest records, o 
many hundreds of hens, taken from official laying 
trials data, and has evolved the formule which . 
am about to give you only after vast and carefu 
study. He and I have been intensely intereste 
m this subject, and since I have been on this sid 
of the water I have been interested to find tha 
practically the same relationship seems to exis 
here between winter egg records and total year’ 
records as did in the American vicinity in whic! 
the fowls were kept the records from which Prof 
Hervey used. I must make this story short. Bi 
comparing the winter egg records of hens witl 
their respective year totals it has been foune 
that a certain rather definite relationship - doe: 
exist between them, and that if the winter egy 
record was known the other, om the year total 
might be predicted with considerable certainty am 
e good deal of accuracy. Hervey has given u 
this in a formula’ which I thought you might b 
interested to have. If we may let Y represent th 
total year’s egg production record which we wis: 
to predict, and if we let X represent the know 
egg production record for the winter period, i 
cluding- November through February, then Y = 
1.411X plus 116.8. For example, if we find) 
pullet, in her first winter season, lays 40 eggs 
then, according to this simple formula, we predic 
that she will finish her first or pullet laying year 
with a total egg record of approximately 173 egg: 
Now, the application of this formula has — 
very, very useful to many poultry breeders, for — 
begins to answer an often-asked question as f 
the possibility of trapnestine pullets for the fir 
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winter season, when time is more available than 
during the spring and subsequent parts of the 
poultryman’s year, and basing one’s estimate of 
the capacity of a pullet as to egg production on 
that winter season record, | have personally 
applied it to hundreds of actual known trapnest 
record: during recent months, and I have tound 
in that experience that I have always come prac- 
tically within a dozen eggs of the actual year’s 
total by using that formula, and I submit that jj 
we can come within a dozen eggs of knowing the 
year’s total egg production record by trapnesting 
Only during ihe winter season, and, using that 
record as a basis, that in many instances we have 
discovered a great aid and help. We must always 
Carry a certain number of hens Straight through 
the whole year under the trapnests, but possibly 
we need not carry as many as we have been doiny: 
if this relationship between winter production and 
total year’s production holds with some degree of 
accuracy. 

Just one more comment on relationships ! Hervey 
also studied the relationship between a hen’s first 
yeat egg record and that of her second year. 
This formula has been most helpful to poultry 
breeders in classifying their pullets which finished 
their first year of €gg production into flocks oy 
Matings for use as breeders during the following 
year. Very briefly, the situation is found to be Y 
(the second year predicted record) = .4865 x 
dus 55.51. The pullet whose record we just pre- 
dicted according to the known trapnest record 
%t her first winter, 173 would, we predict, lay 
something like 140 eggs during her second laying 
fear. It is a guide as to whether or not to keep 
he fowl. 

(To be Continued). 


cae 


iS well), but, as far as the sight of them is con- 
ierned, | do not see that that need be a drawback. 
Yobody was very disgusted when the “ Cigar ”’ 
ype ship was built to escape the Suez Canal 
més. As a matter of fact, ‘ Apex ’’ houses are 
t€ not bad looking at all. 

As I carefully explained in my article, ‘‘ The 
mportance of Proper Ventilation,’ of July 29th. 
Cause a ridge ventilator is fitted that does not 
lake it an automatic ventilating house. 

I should like to say that none of these theories 
qat I have expounded are my own. They have 
€en established facts for at least thirty years. 
‘Visit to modern hospitals, barracks, cavalry and 
tiillery stables, and good race-horse stables, will 
‘monstrate that ‘Ventilation by Induction’”’ is 
% system employed where possible. Also with 
le hover, I did not say that no inlet for fresh air 
a8 provided. It was the position of the inlets 
ad outlets that I remarked upon. I again refer 
m to my article of July 20th for the difference 
*tween an induced current and an in-current. 


Yours faithfully, 
P. S. CAMPBELL. 
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Correspondence. 


SSSA Re ae, 


VENTILATION. 


Dear Sir,—As a reply to ‘‘Criticus’’’ letter 
in ““Eggs’’ of November 25th, criticising my 
article will no doubt be expected, I will try and 
explain my points as they are written, and not as 
he has chosen to interpret them, 

{ do not anywhere in my article even imply that 
the poultry stock of this country 1s in a very bad 
way. It would be foolish to do so. 

Taking houses and hovers in general, I think it 
is sate to say that as such a large number oi 
different designs give, at times, satisfactory re- 
sults, we are still some way from the perfect design 
In either case, 

Apart from feeding and absence of disease, |] 
account for the pertect health of a large number 
of flocks where houses are not scientifically 
sound by locality. It-is here that the Majority. of 
makers mislead the public. I have been on a farm 
under the lee of the Sussex Down, where the lean. 
to type is a success. When I first came to my 
own farm I built identical houses, only a good 
deal heavier. When the winter gales came I found 
that it was quite impossible to keep them on the 
ground. The owner of a farm not far off was very 
pleased at the time because one of his lean-to 
houses had been moved bodily, forty yards, and 
had never come adrift, so well built was the house. 
I prefer a house slightly less well built that will 
keep in position, and at the same time be per- 
fectly ventilated. Because these houses are a 
success in one place, it doés not say that they 
will be in another. Many a beginner has lost a 
lot of capital by installing the wrong type of house. 
| am sure that some of your réaders will bear me 
out in this statement: 

I nowhere imply that the records of some flocks 
will be surpassed or even, improved upon by a 
change of house. I certainly maintain, provided 
feeding is right, that with improved ventilation to 
the houses, many flocks throughout the country 
would show a better record. I do not advise 
people to scrap their existing houses anywhere in 
my article. It was new houses that I was dealing 
with. 

Perhaps. ‘‘ Criticus ’? would be kind enough to 
publish a sketch of the ‘‘ Apex ”’ house that he 
scrapped years ago, and we will see if it any- 
where, except in general shape, resembles the 
Apex House exhibited at the Dairy Show. 

The house referred to above does not need to 
haye the wind in any particular direction. -I think 
that this point must be a slip on the part of 
Sy Criticus, *! 

I do not necessarily advocate the “* Apex "” 
house (span-roof type can be ventilated very tiearlv 


(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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MARKET REPORT. 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, DECFMBER Ith, 1925, 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat continues 10 
advance in price, an active demand being experienced; the aver- 
age rate per cwt. is now 125. lid., against about 12s. 4d. last 
week. There js a fair business in imported wheats and these 
also sell at advanced quotations. The demand for home-grown 
malting barley is very slow, although recent prices are nominally 
unchanged, but feeding sorts attract rather more attention. Im- 
ported barleys. are also more inquired for at hardening rates. 
English oats meet a fair inquiry, especially for “ whites,” and 
prices are firmer, while imported varieties are agajn in Jimited 
supply and dearer. Offerings of maize are on the short side. 
and a steady business is reported at a little more money. 

The recent improvement in the demand for millers’ offails 
is maintained. Bran and pollards have again advanced slightly, 
but ‘‘thirds’’ are reduced at Liverpool. Meals are in moderate 
request and barley and maize products are generally the turn 
dearer, other meals being about unchanged. Rather more in- 
quiry is noticeable for linseed cakes and quotations are firm, 
but cotton seed cakes have declined at all markets except 


London. 
MILLERS’ OFFALS.—Bran (British): , Bristol, £8 17s; Hull, 
£8 2s. Broad Bran: Hull, 


$7 178: Liverpool, £8 10s, London, 

£9 7s; London, £9. Middlings—Fine (Imported): London, £9; 
Coarse (British); Bristol, £9 7s; Hull, £9; Liverpool, £8 15s; Lon- 
don, £8 5s. Pollard (Imported): Bristol, £7 17s; Hull, £6 j5s: 
Liverpool,- £6 15s; London, £6 17s. Rice Bram: Bristol, £7 10s; 
Liverpool, £7 2s. 

MEAL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £10 10s; Hull, £9 17s; London, 
£10 5s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £11 10s; Hull, £10 3s; Liverpool, 
£10 28: London, £10. Maize Meal (8, African): Bristol, £9 17s; 
Hull, £8 10s; Liverpool, £8 12s; London, £9 2s. Maize Germ 
Meal: Hull, £10; London, £9 15s. Maize Gluten Feed: Bristol, 
£11; London, £9 12s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, £10; Hull, £10; 
Liverpool, £9 10s; London, £9 1293. Bean Meal: Bristol, £13 10s; 
Hull, £11 13s; London, £1% 5s. Fish Meal: Bristol, £21 10s; Hull, 
£20 10s: Liverpool, £20; London, £20. 

EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


English eggs are now being marketed in increased quan- 
tities, while supplies of imported descriptions are ample for all 
requirements. ‘he high prices recently ruling for best samples 
checked the demand and values in consequence were lowered; 
but with no improvement in the trade. Secondary varieties re- 
main fairly firm. Dead poultry are plentiful, especially turkeys, 
which are freely oftered at reduced prices, Other descriptions 
sell at about late rates. 

Week-end Prices—Kggs (per 120): British, 33s 6d; Irish, 52s 6d, 
3is Od; Danish, 34s 6d, 33s Od, Dutch, 31s 9d, 30s 0d; French 
(brown), 328 9d, 31s 0d; French ‘mixed), 288 9d, 25s 9d; Belgian, 
3is 6d, 30s Od; Italian, 26s 6d, 25s 6d; figyptian, iis 6d, 11s 0d; 
Lithuanian, 19s 6d, 17s 6d; Polish, 17s 0d, 15s 6d; Chinese, 15s 6d, 
14s Od; Russian, i7s 6d, 14s 6d; Australian, 25s 6d, 24s 6d; Styrian, 
20s Od, 19s 0d;Argentine, 17s 0d, 16s 0d: American, 18s 9d, 18s 3d; 
Californian, 22s 0d, 21s 0d. 

Dead Poultry (per lb.): Fowls—Surrey, ig 5d, is 2d; Irish, 
is 2d, is 0d; Others, 1s 3d, 1s 0d. Ducks, is 2d, 1s 0d. Geese, 
is Qd, 10d. Turkeys, is 4d. is 1d. 

EGGS. 
Doz.—Ashford: First, 3s 3d; Second, 3s 0d. Birmingham: 
First, 3s $3d; Second, 3s 2d. Bridgwater: First, 3s 3d; Second, 
3s Od. Chelmsford; First, 3s 74d; Second, 3s 23d. Oolchester: 
First, 3s 6d: Second, 3s 0d. Doncaster: First, 4s 0d; Second, 3s 10d. 
Dorchester: First, 5s 14d; Second, 2s 119d. Exeter: First, 3s 6d. 
Hereford; First, 2s 9d. King’s Lynn: First, 3s 0d; Second, 2s 9d. 
Llandilo: First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. Mold; First, 3s 9d; Second, 


Per 


3s 6d. Montgomery: First, 3s 0d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 6d; 
Second, 3s $d. Norwich: First, és 8d. Oswestry: First, 3s 5d; 
Second, 3s 3d. Penzance: First, 2s 8d; Second, 28 7d. Saffron 
Walden: First, 3s 439d; Second, 3s Od. St. jves (Hunts): First, 
3s 3d; Second, 3s Jd. Salisbury: first, 9s 104d; Second, 2s 9d. 
Skipton: First, 3s 8d. Truro: First, 28 7d.’ Welshpool: First, 
3s 8d; Second, 3s 4d. *Carlisle: First, 3s 6d. *Derby: First, 
33 5d. *lpswich: First, 3s 6d. *Iincoln: First, 3s 9d. *Shrews- 
purr: First, 38s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. *York: First, 3s 8d; Second, 
s 7d. 
FOWLS. 

_ Per lb.—Birmingham-: First, is 2d; Second, 9d. Doncaster: 
First, 45s 3d; Second, +43 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 3d. Hereford: 


First, 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Liandilo: First, 1s 7d; 
Newport (Mon.): First, is 6d; Second, is 2d. Truro: First, is 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 6d; Second, is 4d. *Derby: First, 45s 6d; 
Second, {4s 0d. *Ipswich: First, is 5d, Second, 1s 4d. *Lincoln: 


Second, 1s 4d. 


First, }5s_ 6d: Second, {3s 6d. “Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d; Second. 
is 3d. *York: First, 45s 0d; Second, t4s 6d. 

DUCKS. 
“Per lb—Birmingham: First, 1s 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
First, t6s 0d; Second, +t5s 0d. Exeter: First, 1s 2d. Hereford: 


First, 1s 2d; Second, 1s 0d. Llandjlo: First, 1s 7d; Second, 1s 4d. 
Welshpool: First, 1s 5d; Second, is $d. *Derby: First, }5s 0d; 
Second, {44s 0d. *Ipswich:. First,- 1s 4d. “Shrewsbury: First, 
1s 6d: Second, 1s 3d. *York: First, +5s 6d; Second, t5s 0d. 

* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro- 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
paid to producers by retailers, + Per head. 
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A _ Leading Rearer of the Day. “yy 


Send for the Illustrated Free Catalogue, It tells you all about this Wonderful Appliance. 
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The ‘‘LORNA DOONE” is 
made in two sizes:— 


: The " 7 Lowa 

4 > Lv Pipes No. 1, for 60 to 70 chicks is 
bs RR — se Yh AY LK 4 ft. long, 2 ft. wide. 
ANSI Sa — Ga LP LMU, 

: ts 


Y- es YY ; lh \ weg sey, No. 2, for 100 chicks, is 63 ft. 
AG MAGE LL SP s ig ee 12 long, 3 ft. wide. 


= 


: The Queen of 


Price: 


No. 1—£3 18 0 
No. 2. £5 12 6 


© The success of many a poultry-keeper has been achieved by using the ‘‘LORNA DOONE.’’ It isa well-made, easily-worked 
| and labour-saving appliance, and soon saves its cost by saving the chicks—every one of which it can be depended upon 
4 to rear. ; . 

* Both sizes are painted two coats of good oil paint, the roof covered with good stout Bitumen felt, and are sent carriage 
= ‘paid to any goods station in England or Wales, and despatched promptly. 
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Pedigree 
Wy andottes 


Dear Sir, 

The two cockerels you sent appear to me ta be excelleni 
in appearance, and I have no doubt they will. prove. 
satisfactory. Yours truliy, ce pe Bee 


WRITE FOR OUR MATING L.1ST 


SANDOWN, - - LO.W. 


MUU LULL PLEURA ECO P DD Ei 


this. Wrong housing will entail a great 

BAD RLARING are the surest indication of faulty plant. 

CRIMINATE and investigate such claims. : 
First low cost is wasteful economy—don’t let price be the deciding facter. 


Set 


CUTIE NUDURDTAGARHUUTLLUEAEO OTT UEDEL CATHODE DRO TEDPOD EU ET TREAD ODbOOGO EGE OTHE 


PRIEST 2¢ SHAW 


Pedigree 
Leghorns 


For Egg Production. 


ANOTHER TESTIMONIAL. 


3rd December, 1925. 


PRICE OF COCKERELS 
40/-, 30/-, 20-, 
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WASTEFUL ECONOMY. 


WELL managed poultry farm should be. run 


5 on close figures, every sort of costings should be available. 
$6 requiring watching being labour, food and plant. 


Labour can be kept low by systematic management and suitable housing; 
feeding errors are getting scarcer, but food may be wasted by unsuitable methods of distribution—a bright house will prevent 
deal of extra costs py way of upkeep, and stock will not thrive. 
DON’T BUY 


EXTENSIBLE UNIT BUILDINGS. 


W. H. COLT, Ltd., M.S.P.B.A.. BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C. 


a 
Deeember 23rd, 192 4 
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Early Hatched 
COCKERELS_ 


in our five varieties. ‘= 


From Individually Recorded Hens. — 
R.LR. W.wW, . % 
W.L. | B.L. é 

L.S. % 

The ‘‘ Heydown ” strains are the SAFETY 


STRAINS by reason of the fact that they are © 
the result of many vears continuous trap- | 


= 


nesting of 2,000 pullets and hens. In © 
addition to ‘this, all breeding stock at 


” 


““Heydown’’ has been tested by qualified 


bacteriologists, and shown . negative results - 
| for B.W.D. 2! 
: 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, — 


“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 


a 
“ a, 
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The principal items 


LOW EGG YIELD and 
FROM NICE ILLUSTRATIONS or AIRY CLAIMS — DIS- : 


The following will ilvustrate the point :— 


Other make of 
similar floor space 
but cubieally less, 
Lean-to. Span. 
Cabin or Army 
Hut type. 

Appr £129. 


All-Purvose House. 60ft. x 
15ft. for 250 eulled Pul- 
lets. ‘‘ suitably” ventila- 
ted, independent of open 
ridge or windows, com- 
pletely equipped, includ- 
ing foundations, £130. 


“apparent Saving, £10. 


RESULT: Attained ¢on- Maximum known 
tinuous average ege average from be- 
yield from 250 culled tween 150 to 170 
Pullets 208 Eggs. Eggs. varying. 


Difference 25 per cent, 


Difference 40 eggs per bird £100 short in egg 


x 250 — 10,000 Eggs. yield every season 
at 23 pence — £100 per for a.first saving 
season. of £10. 


COMPARATIVE TESTS AS APPLIED TO BROOD- 
ING REVEAL EQUALLY ASTONISHING 
RESULTS 
Even b:tter figures froni authentic sources will 
shortly be published. 


MENTION “EGGS.” 


Telephone: CITY 5112 and 
BETHERSDEN 6. 


M.N.U.P.S., BETHERSDEN, nr. ASHFORD, KENT: and 


Editorial, 


DEES PERSE 
BREEDING FOR PRODUCTION—Continued. 


May I mention here this question of Precocity 
fan? the advice is often given to seleci 
Ose cockerels for mating which are the earliest 
mstart crowing. There is some truth in this 
vice, but there is also need for a little caution. 
any of these very precocious cockerels fail to 
WVelop bodily, just as a pullet does which matures 
fy sexually. They frequently break down 
Ging the breeding season and fail to fertilise the 
@s. Moreover, the chicks from such males are 
fen very weakly. The breeder must always 
oid extremes. 

Now I am going into the question of Line-breed- 
Zand In-breeding as against Out-breeding. 
Years ago the usual advice to. those who wished 
‘breed for heavy egg production was to buy a 
@e of another strain. Then another schoo! 
95e, which argued the crossing of strains caused 
Teme variation and was most undesirable, so 
} were all advised to breed within the strain. 
then came those who contended that Line- 
eeding was essential, and Line-breeding has in 
imy cases led to In-breeding, which, after all, is 
t Line-breeding carried to its limits. 

By Line-breeding we mean the restriction of the 
Wing to one single line of descent, and its fol- 
Vers tell you that its real object is to ‘‘fix’’ 
Sirable chairacters. 

That word ‘“‘fix’’ conveys rather a false idea. 
Weality, having selected for a specific character, 
Wharacters—say egg production—our object is 
Prevent the introduction of others which are 
Gly to prove dominant to those on which our 
@ction has been based. For example, we have 
Ked with heavy egg production, the characters, 
maturity, fast rate of winter production, 
irate of spring and summer production, fast 
€of autumn production and non-broodiness. 
Yow if we depart from our line which we have 
@ “‘pure’’ for these characters for several 
Irations, the argument is that we may intro- 
#@ such characters as late maturity, slow rate 
Winter production, slow rate of autumn pro- 
#i0n, and broodiness, which would render high 
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egg records impossible. It is,our object, when 
breeding, to avoid as far as possible, wide varia- 
tion. We get variation because the individual is 
the product of two others, and necessarily par- 
takes of the characters of both, and so differ: 


from either. Now I am coming to a point on 
which you may disagree with me. I am going to 
ask whether line-breeding is advisable, and 
whether it is necessary for heavy egg production. 
In my opinion it is not, although I quite appre- 
ciate that the mating of two closely-related in- 
dividuals, even sire and daughters, may at times 
be not only useful, but advantageous ; and you 
will, no doubt, have plenty of evidence which you 
think may justify line-breeding. 

You will agree with me that only an experienced 
breeder should attempt it, and even he must keep 
his eyes open for the first sign—not that he has 
bred too closely, for if you have exceptienal in- 
dividuals you need not worry much about their 
relationship, but of the inclusion of an_ inferior 
individual, which would wreck the whole line. 


We are faced with certain difficulties incidental 
to egg production, which I venture to say are 
sufficient to demonstrate that line-breeding as a 
system of breeding where heavy egg production is 
concerned is not only inadvisable but positively 
dangerous. There is the tendency to lose body 
size, size of eggs, to soft bone and loss of vigour, 
and the great danger is that the trap-nest record 
1s generally the deciding factor, 


If we take the question of soft bone, which is 
undoubtedly inherited, I have records of the pro- 
geny of hens, all of which have had this tendency. 
it is the soft bone which is inherited, amd not the 
crooked breast ‘bone. I have made some effort 
to trace this, and discovered that they were all 
high record hens, and the suggestion is that they 
were precocious as pullets, with the result that 
the lime which should have gone to the making of 
bone was eliminated in the egg. The whole ques- 
tion demands serious attention. JP believe it has 
a great bearing on the dead-in-shel problem. 
When line-breeding we’ intensify all those diff- 
culties, and we should: remember that line-breed- 
ing does not lead to breed improvement. It is the 
continuous selection of .the superior individual 
which it necessitates, that leads to breed improvs- 
ment. The question is, whether it is necessary 
or not; the object in view being egg production. 
I say most emphatically—No! 


Your purpose in line-breeding is to keep your 
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strain pure for a particular character or charac- 
ters. ‘These factors in egg production are :— 
(1) Early Sexual Maturity. That is to say, 
when the first egg 1s liad. 
(2) Fast Rate of Winter Production. 
(3) Fast Rate of Spring Production. 
(4) Fast Rate of Autumn Production. 
(s) Non-broodiness. 

The first three of these are dominant characters, 
the last two are recessives. Thus, if you mated 
one which carried ‘the character of non-broodiness, 
which is recessive, and the other broodiness, which 
is dominant, broodiness would appear in the pro- 
geny. The same thing would occur with the re 
cessive rate of autumn production, and the 
dominant slow rate; the progeny would carry the 
factor slow rate, with the result that you could 
not get high records in the progeny. 

{hat is why I ask if line-breeding is necessary, 
because if you cross two strains, or even two 
breeds which have been ‘‘ bred” pure for these 
five characters, then it seems to me that it is not 
necessary, because you would not introduce the 
undesirable characters, as neither parent would 
carry them. Of course, you would have to be 
acquainted with the history of every individual in 
the pen. If I am mght, then line-breeding with 
its attendant risks is not necessary, and I think it 
will make a very considerable difference in_ the 
vitality of our stock. The first cross test at Bent: 
ley should give us some data in this respect, but 
the S.P.B.A. intends to make a test on its Experi- 
mental Farm the next season which should prove 
convincing. 

Felch’s chart is often referred to by the advo- 
cates of line-breeding. In reality it involves two 
systems of in-breeding, which -is line-breeding 
carried to its limit—-viz., the dam to her sons ; 
the sire to his daughters. The remaining form of 
in-breeding is brother and sister. The chart 1s 
useless to breeders for ..egg production; it 3s 
dangerous because one is too apt to breed by 
chart and leave the selection of the individual. 
One of the questions which I am asked most fre- 
auently is, ‘‘Do you believe in line-breeding? ” 
The answer to that is—No. The other question 
is, ‘‘ How close can I breed with safety?’’ It is 
not a question of how close ; you will be safe even 
with brother and sister if you have two really ex- 
ceptional individuals, and unsafe with two second 
cousins if they are inferior. But you must be clear 
2s to what constitutes the exceptional. 

It is said that line-bred stock is more prepotent 
than stock which is not line-bred. - This is true and 
is capable of explanation, but I doubt whether we 
have proof that it is: more prepotent than un- 
‘elated stock which have been bred exclusively for 
certain specific characters for several generations. 


If you are breeding for héavy egg production do 
not hesitate to go outside your strain, but be sure 
of the pedigree of the individual which you are 
getting, and do not mate him until you are per- 
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fectly satisfied with this, and, what is equal 
mportant, be sure the external characteristn 
conform to the pedigree. 

[ am suggesting this because the more pm 
nounced these external characters are in the ma 
the more likely is he to have mherited the oO 
stitution of the dam, and of course you will m 
buy a breeding cockerel without you have tl 
record of the dam; if he does not exhibit the: 
characteristics his inheritance is likely to be fro 
bis more remote ancestors. 


(To be Continued. ) 


THE NATIONAL UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 


NATIONAL EGG-LAYING TEST, 1924-26. 
(Recognised by the National Poultry Counil) 


Finat Report for the 4& weeks, from Ist November, 1924, to 
Ind October. 1925. 


For the first time since the tests have been conducted at Be 
ley a faliing off im the average egg production per bird ¥ 
recorded. It was hardly to be expected when dealing with st 
large numbers of birds that the high average obtained  w 
smaller numbers would be attained, but the substantial fall 
off showt. this year can only be attributed to a very sm 
extent to that influence. 

The feeding and general management was on precisely 1 
Kame lines as im former years, andthe fact that the records 
the leading pens in nearly alll sections were quite up to.’ 
standard of previous tests would certainly indicate that the fa 
does not lie in that direction. 

The weather during the autumn and winter months, wh 
the falling off was most pronounced, was unusually wet 4 
accompanied by much fog amd long spells of ‘east wind, so # 
the conditions were unfavourable to egg production. ‘The ¢ 
at Benitley is an exposed one, and being only a few miles fr 
the North Sea it constitutes a somewhat severe test, but that 
only what it should be to thcroughly test the constitutio: 
vigour, as well as the laying capabilities of the competing bi 

A large proportion of the pens entered consisted of fine, Ww 
developed birds, typical of the breeds they represented, and w 
a eredit to their owners. 

Rut there were far too many pens of birds showing a gf 
lack of physical and constitutional vigour—a fact commented 
on their arrival. Many of these birds were undersized and @ 
much-.too thin, for while a pulet reaching produetive matul 
should not be fat, she requires a goodly covering of flesh to ca 
her through a wintter’s laying. As was to be expected, th 
birds proved indifferent layers, and were large responsible 
the lowered flock average. 

This tendency towards loss of size was to be seen more 
less in all breeds, and should be carefully guarded against 
breeders, ae it undoubtedly results in a corresponding deere 
‘n the number and the size of the eggs laid. On the other ha 
excessive size is equally undesirable, and the ideal to be aal 
at is the maintenance of the standard size of the breed. 

Production was also adversely affected during the 8 
morths of the test by moulting, which was unusually preval 
Pullet: moulting continues to be one of the greatest troubles 
ing test managements have to contend with. 

Turning to the several breeds entered, White Leghorns ¥ 
represented by as mamy as 654 birds. These showed wide va 
tions im size, type, anc constitutional fitness, and also in t] 
layirg capabilities. Sime were extremely good in regard to 
these qualities and others were quite the reverse, and the gen 
average of production was disar pointing. - 

In all previous tests at Bentley the White Leghorns have 
yaviably done well, and usually headed the list. of avera 
whereas on this occasion they were beaten by several bre 
including the White Wyandottes, represented by 425 birds. ‘ 
latter breed, taken as a whele, has shown great improven 
during the last two or three years, as the result of more car 
breeding, and it is gradually recovering much of its former D 
larity The Rhode Island Red and the Light Sussex breeds 
tinue to make steady progress. and are being represented by 
increased number of pens each year 

There is, however, in some «itrains a very noticeable loss } 
in the colour and the size of their eggs as.well as in the as 
themselves. 2 ; 

A striking feature of this test. was the fact thait Mr. G 
Metealfe’s pen of Rhode Island Reds succeeded in winning 
championship against the very best straims of White Legh 
and White Wyandottes. This provides the strongest proof of 
importance of strain in the matter of egg production, am 
what can.be achieved in that direction by selective breeding ¥ 
carried ont by a «killed breeder. Further evidence on this ¢ 
tion of strain building is supplied by the steady improver 
shown vear after year in the records put up by such breed 
the Black Leghorn, Ancona, Australory and other breeds § 
paratively new to the laying tests, and it may be stated 


December 23rd, 1925. 


EGGS. 


ome degree of vonfidence that the winning of the championship 
yy any of these reeds is quite possible through the skilful opera- 
jons of our specialist breeders in Jayimg strains. It may also 
ve pointed out that the average production im the Championship 
feetion was 14 eggs per bird above ithat of the other sections. 

If there is one point more than another that the flayirg tests 
lave succesded in bringing home to the poultry-keeping public it 
§ that fecundity is more a question of strain than of breed. 
This achievement alone justifies the existemce and continuance of 
these contesits. Z 

On referring to the egg production tables it will be seen that 
ome good pen records were made; the highest by Mr. A. K. 
jpeirs Alexander's pen of White Wyandottes, with a total of 1,140 
“gs, an average of 223 per bird. he best individual bird record 
yas 227 «ges, only five of which were below the 20z. standard, 
tanding to the credit of a White Leghorn owned by Major F 
» Thorne. 

The breed averages were headed by the Australorps with an 
werage of 176.2 eggs per bird—a striking and rapid improvement 
n the performauce of the breed since its introduction imto this 
country only a few years ago. 

In regard to the size and character of the eggs whith again 
we dependent on stmain as deyeloped by selective breeding rather 
tan on breed. for by all the breeds represented iin the test good 
wd bad samples were produced, but, speaking generally, there 
vas an all-round improvement iin type of eggs laid This shows 
hat greater attention is being paid by breeders to this impor- 
ant point which, after all, only ranks second to that of numbers. 

The general health of the fluck was on the whole good, though 
here were several cases of diphtheria and chicken pox, but the 
yithbreak quickly died out as the result of strict isolation and 
sareful treatment. In the treatment of these diseases success 
argely depends on the promptness with which it is taken in hand 
it the outset. 


HIST OF AWARDS AND RECORDS OF LEADING PENS. 
Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 


Section 1. Championship. Ten Puilets—G. B Metcalfe, 2086, 
2082 (Gold Medal); Leslie Williams, 1999, 1935 (Silver Medal); Frank 
Snowden, 1864, 1862 (Bronze Medal). 


Section 2 White Leghorns. Five Pullets.—Balsham Manor 
farm, 1051, 1050 (Gcld Medal); Mrs. K. Crawford, 1034, 1034 (Silver 
Medal): John Potter, 1017, 1016 (Bronze Medal); The Misses Rans- 
ford, 1028, 1015: Easton P. Karm (per Miss Kitchin), 1003, 1002; 
Brig..Gen.. Kineaid-Smith, 999, $99. 

Section 3. Black Leghorns. Five Pullets—E. Watkins, 1022, 
1022 (Gold Medal); Mrs. M. E. Clay, 965, 965 (Silver Medal); Ro’aud 
Garrett, 963, 963 (Bronze Medal), W. P. White, 961, 961. 


Section 4. Any Other Light Breed. Five Pullets.—Molassine 
Go., Ltd., 949, 945 (Gold Medal); P. K. Bemry, 960, 931 (Silver Medal); 
J.H. Uhempson. 855, 8&9 (Bronze Medal). 

Section 5. White Wyandcttes, Five Pullets—A. K. Spiers 
Alexauder, 1140, 1102 (Gold Medal); W. amd T. Salt, 1042, 1042 (Silver 
Medali. Chisbury Poultry Farm, 1019, 1019 (Bronze Medial); Ralph 
H. Sewell, 993, 999; G. Keith Simmons, 1035, 994, J. T. Finn, 987, 987 


Section 6. Rhode Island Reds. Five Pullets.—John H. Berry, 
1092, 1083 (Gold Medal); John Beamish, 988, 988 (Silver Medal); 
Arthur Gawthropp, 1086, 987 (Bronze Medal); Armstrong Bros. anid 
Blackwell, 980. 980. Lady Lilford, 989. 974; Wilson Reattie, 1019,968. 

Section 7. Sussex. Five Pullets—Mrs. E. M. L. Knight, 952, 952 
(Gold Medal): P. Rossall-Sanidford, 884, 884 (Silver Medal); Mis. M. 
G A’ston, §93. €81 (Bronze Meda). 

Section 8. Five Pullets.—W. C. Croslamd, 947, 939 (Gold Medal’; 
Mrs. WardJackson, 938. 936 ‘Silver Medal); Mrs. M. Crookes, 911, 
Git (Bronze Medal); Marchioness of Graham, 907, 907. 

Section 9 Members N.U.PS. Two Pullets—Mrs. F.O. Ward- 
Jackson. 461, 450 (Gold. Medal); R. Lloyd George, 356, £56 (Silver 
Medal): George Hampton, 754. 754 (Finc. ze 9 G11). 

Section. 1) Team of Five Pullets.—VPottenham Utility Poultry 
Society, 816, 738i (Gold Medal): Bethnal Green Utility_ Poultry 
Society, 78%, 753 (Silver Medal); Progress Utility Social Club, 702, 
701 (Bronze Meda: 


WINNERS OF SPECIAL PRIZES. 


G B. Metcalfe: Pen 30.—‘Daily Mail’ Gold Challenge Cup and 
LN.E.R. Cup for highest score firct-grade eggs in first sixteen 
weeks. Championship section. 

A. k. Spiers Alexamder: Pen 185.—Lamarcon Challenge Trophy. 
LN.E.R Cup for highest average score and East Anglian Cup. 

W. and T. Salt: Pen 241.Sainsbury Challenge Cup for highest 
score finit-grade eggs 

J. T. Finn: Pen 207.U.N.E.R. Oup for highest score first-grade 
tees in first sixteen weeks of Test. Sections 2 to 8. 


Mrs E. M. L Knight: Pen 336.—Walmsley Challenge Cup 
Sussex Section. 
Major F. FPF. ‘thorne: Pen_ 114, Bird 724.—U.N.E.R. Cup for 


highest individual bird score, first-grade eggs. 

Marchioness of Graham: Pen 360.—N.U.P.S Scotch Cup. 

J. Beamish: Pen 263.—N.U.P:S. Welsh Cup. 
. Lad; Anderson: Pen 127.—L.N.E.R. Cup for highest score first, 
Sixteen weeks of test 

Lady Lilford:. Pen 292.—J. N. Leigh Oup for highest score last 
two momths of test. 


A Year on a Poultry 
Farm. 


By Lieut.-Colonel F. S. N. MACRORY, D.S.O, 


CHAPTER V. 


ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING FOR WINTER 
EGG PRODUCTION. 


The winter egg is the money-making egg, and 
as we are all after money, we must consider very 
seriously the effect of artificial light for laying 
hens in this connection. 

As early as 1912 I experimented with electric 
light in my one and only fowlhouse. This was a 
‘Hanson type’’ laying house, 60 feet long by 
zo feet wide. I was struck with the improved 
winter egg supply obtained by the use of artificial 
light, but my experiments were not carried very 
far at that time owing to the outbreak of war and 
the temporary stoppage of poultry-keeping on my 
part. 

After the war, however, I had no hesitation in 
systematically installing electric light into every 
new or converted poultry house which came into 
occupation at Ardmore Poultry Farm.- I have 
naturally made various experiments to determine 
the value of this artificial illumination. 

About three years ago I tested two large pens 
of practically identical White Leghorn _ pullets 
against each other during the winter. The feed: 
ing, management and housing were all as nearly 
ais possible the same in both cases, the only differ- 
ence being that one pen had electric light whilst 
the other had not. The former pen did a twelve- 
hour working day during October, November and 
December, whilst the latter pen, of course, did no 
overtime. The egg results showed a balance 1% 
favour of the lighted birds of almost 333 per cent. 
extra egg production during the dear months. I 
do not-pay for my current, as I run my own water- 
power plant, but had I been paying at average rates 
i worked out that a shillingsworth of electricity 
would have yielded seven or eight times its cost ™m 
winter eggs. 

The egg results in the case of older hens are at 
least as striking as in the case of pullets. During 
November and December | can get an average of 
nearly seven eggs a month per bird from “ lighted 
pens,” as against half that number from ‘‘un- 
lighted pens.”’ (The latter, I may add, are always 
my best selected birds, as they are the prospective 
breeders.) If a hen produces fourteen eggs in 
November and December, when the average value 
is about 34d. per egg, a very simple sum will show 
you that she has laid, roughly, 4/- worth of eggs, 
as against 2/- worth from her sister who has re- 
mained’ in darkness. In each case the cost of 
feeding should be about 1/6 to 2/- per bird, so 
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that it would appear that the lghting is amply 
justified as a commercial proposition. 

Of course, you will not increase the total number 
of eggs laid in the year by each bird, as. the “‘ lit *’ 
ladies. will fall rapidly behind their more natural 
sisters when the days- begin to lengthen. 
~ Many people condemn this artificial lighting as 
being ‘‘torcing.’? Personally I cannot see why it 
should be so, as its effect 1s really only to alter the 
season of laying a little. In fact, though I have 
so far religiously kept my prospective breeders in 
the dark, I am beginning to query the necessity 
of this. Supposing I treated them in the same 
way as the commercial egg producers, what would 
be the result? In the first place, I should make 
a handsome prefit from their winter eggs instead 
of running them at cost price. In the second 
place (and this is the important point from the 
breeder’s point of view), I should undoubtedly get 
fewer eggs per bird in the early spring when | 
wanted the eggs for hatching. Ah, but might not 
the eggs that I did get-be those from the very 
superlative layers—the birds that could stand the 
strain of the winter egg output and carry it on 
into the spring and summer? That is a point well 
worth considering. In fact, I have almost con- 
vinced myself, and I think I shall forthwith try it. 
Of course, there is one little fly in the ointment— 
I shall have to mate up far more birds than usua! 
in order to get sufficient hatching eggs when 
wanted. But even then it strikes me as a sound 
commercial proposition. 

_ Apropos of mating up, I have made a rather 
interesting experiment this autumn. I have intro- 
auced one young (Wyandotte) gentleman of excel- 
lent pedigree to a harem of twenty old Wyandotte 
ladies. I have had several hatches (under hens» 
from the resulting eggs, and have found the fer- 
tuhty nearly 100 per cent.,. and the hatchability 
fully 80 per cent. The moral seems to be—don’t 
waste your money on too many cockerels ; buy a 
few really good ones and give them plenty to do. 
It’s wondertul what these young gentlemen can do, 
if you give them a chance. ae 

{ must not close this chapter without a word of 
thanks to the correspondent who sent me par- 
ticulars as to ‘‘ HOW TO BURN A HEN.” I give 
the recipe herewith. Its only demerit is that one 


has to buy a boiler to begin with, and, apparently, 


one has: to take a hot bath after each operation 
ever afterwards. The whole performance, there. 
fore, appears to involve a certain amount of time, 
which is sometimes hard to spare. But what of 
this if one really does succeed in reducing the “ all 
too solid flesh’’ to a handful of white dust which 
can be scattered to the four winds of heaven with 
a pious benediction ? 

Recipe follows :— . 

RECIPE FOR BURNING OLD HEN OR COCK. 

Ingredients : 1 Beacon boiler or similar contriv- 
ance, containing 1 medium fire, 1 or more old hens. 

Method : See that the fire is in good condition. 
Place hen in middle of it, open dampers. Then 
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meditate on joys of poultry farming for half a 
nour. Go and have a hot bath—the resulting wate 
will surprise if it does not scald you, and life wil 
assume a rosier hue. fi 
_Let’s hope so, anyway. . 

Later.—Since writing the above I have had % 
letter trom a correspondent who wishes for im 
formation as to how I arranged my “‘ jam-jar 
pyjama’ cord ”’ moisture device on the Gloucesté 
incubators. * 

As this device proved quite moderately success 
ful, I give the details below. 

Procure four medium-sized glass jam jars {6 
each incubator to be fitted up. Fix these near thy 
four lower cortiers of* the incubator by means 6 
brackets or straps. Bore four 4 in. holes througl 
the incubator, two on each side about equidistan 
irom the front and back respectively. These holes 
should enter the inside of the inculoator about } in 
above the upper sacking diaphragms, whicn shoule 
be removed tor tais purpose. The sides of tht 
Gloucester. consist of 3-ply wood inside and out 
side, packed with an inch or more of wood wool. 
You will have some fun getting the drill to bore 
througa this wood wool, but it can be done. Noy 
get some 4 in. tubing and cut it into lengths, s¢ 
that it will snugly ht into the holes and be flusk 
on both inside and outside. Get some perforatec 
zinc (such as is used for meat safes), and roll i 
into tubes about 8 in. long and of a size suffrciem 
to enable them to be pushed through the meta 
tubes htted in your incubator. Push your pyjame 
cords into these perforated tubes, using a core 9 
good white blotting paper inside the cord fi 
necessary. Let the outer ends of the cords, hang 
down suthciently to drop into the jam jars, whicel 
can now be filled with clean water. The cord wil 
suck the water slowly up by capillary attraction, ane 
this moisture will be led right into the interior 6 
the mcubator by the wicks inside their tubes. _ The 
temperature above the diaphragms is fairly high 
and the moisture will steam through the holes of 
the perforated zinc and mingle with the hot air if 
its downward passage towards the eggs. ; 

“certain amount of regulation of the moisture 
can be obtained by withdrawing the zinc tube; 
more or less from the interior of the mcubator 
if you want extra moisture at hatching time, yor 
can temporarily withdraw the tubes, dip them inte 
warm water and re-insert them. 


SCOTTISH LAYING TEST. 
CUP AND MEDAL WINNERS. 


« 


Meeting of Scottish National Poultry Council. = 


A conference, under the auspices of the Scottish Nationa 
Poultry Council was held in the University Agricultunal Leetur 
Hal on Saturday, when the cups, medai's, and certificates caine 
at the first Scottish laying test were presented to the winner 
by Mr. James Wood of the Buard of Agriculture for Scotlane 
Mr. Wood spoke «f the work being done at Seafield, Roslin. am 
the results obtained at the laying test. While in many cases 
notably among the cup amd medal winmers, the erade of eg 
was high, there were, in the opiniion of those dealing. with tl 
test, too larze a proportion of second grade eges. It was hope 
that the information gained by poultry breeders through 
test reports would stimulate efforts to eliminate the second { 


(Continued at Foot of Column Next Page). aS 
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The Poultry Housing Factor and 
Winter Egg Production. 


By PROF. WILLARD C. THOMPSON, 
Director of the National Institute of Poultry Husbandry, 
Newport, Salop, Hngland. } 


Ce a Ee 
Continued from Page 413. 


{ observe that there seems to be a more or less 
general tendency for commercial poultry-keepers 
to keep the average well-bred laying hen until 
the end of her second laying- season, and then 
teplace her with a new pullet. This knowledge of 
Telationships between winter production and 
Yearly totals helps us’ to make the. dividing line 
between those to be saved further and those to 
be sold more clean-cut and accurate, and avoids 
much of the element of guess work which is other- 
wise too often involved. I have found it most 
useful, and I suggest it to your consideration | 
think it will at least offer a convincing argument 
as to the real and vital importance of securing 
winter egg production, and then using it as a 
Basis for further operations. It means trapnest- 
ing on a larger scale, but for a shortened period 
and at a time when it often can be done economic- 
ally. If the increased knowledge. secured or the 
most satisfactory basis for sélection and culling 
is gained, the use of that winter-time trapnesting 
is warranted. 

I need only mention in passing that the essential 
teason for finding out how to secure winter egy 
production lies in the usually greatly increased 
Prices paid for eggs at such time. It is the real 
argument for attempting to secure winter 
production. 


LAYING HENS ARE HEALTHY HENS, AND 
MUST BE. 


Winter -time egg production 1s accomplished in 
Measure as we are able to overcome the natural 
tendencies of the hens and their natural habit to 
await prolific egg production until the coming of 
the spring. We have to constantly work against 
Nature, and try to surround our laying fowls with 
an environment which will encourage and stimulate 
them to egg production in spite of unfavourable 
Weather conditions. Proper feeding, including 
Well-balanced rations and such methods of feeding 
@s will stimulate increased consumption of egy 
forming as well as body maintaining foods, must 
always be considered as factors of prime and 
Paramount importance in inducing winter egg pro: 
duction, but that subject lies without the province 
Of my part of your programme to-day, and as it hes 
in Mr. Newman’s hands, it is in expert hands, and 
T pass it by with every confidence that his dis- 
cussion of it will guide you most efficiently. But, 
perhaps, unfortunately, feeding cannot alone bear 
the burden of influencing the average flock of hens 
fo lay during the bitterness of winter cold. 
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[he first essential to egg production is health. 
Health in laying hens, it seems to me, must be 
considered as a condition of the hen’s body which 
renders it capable of normal and natural activity 
in its various parts and organs, capable of re 
sponse to increased allotments of foodstuffs—that 
is capable of standing up under the really huge 
food consumption we demand of the modern hen, 
and capable of remaining in vigorous activity, feel- 
ing fit and like the working unit which she is, in 
fact. Without health no flock can long remain in 
laying condition. Egg production is tne response 
of healthy egg-producing bodies to ‘stimulating 
foods or environmental conditions which induce 
activity of the digestive and egg-producing sys- 
tems. The flock is direttly and immediatelv 
affected by its surroundings. This is especially 
true during winter days. In my own personal 
opinion I cannot but feel that, especially in such 
sections of the world as have more or less cold 
and long winters, the best laying flocks will always 
be those which are provided with .a suitable house 
and then kept rather closely confined to it during 
that winter period. For nearly fifteen years | 
have run every flock of laying hens which has come 
under my influence, except experimental lots, ot 
course, closely confined to the winter laying 
houses, and, I think, with best results. Essentially 
there are three good reasons for this—perhaps you 
will call it intensive—system of winter laying flock 
management. Firstly, if we would get winter egg 
production, our layers must be constantly prodded 
to food consumption. They will not eat enough 
if allowed out of their house. I found a striking 
example of this fact only last week, as I went 
through one of our long experimental laying houses 
at the Institute plant down at the Harper-Adams’ 


College. We have five series of pens in that house, 
egg, and so place this country in the first rank of poultry 
breeding. 


The following is @ list of the cup and medal winners :— 

Cup presented by the Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association 
for the pen making the best score during the first three periods 
of the test. not more than 60 second grade eggs to count.—Jaimes 
Prentice. Loancroft Poultry Farm, Uddingston: White Leghorn; 
seore value. 348. as 

Cup, presented by the National Utility Poultry Society for the 
pen of pullets laying the largest number of first grade eggs dur- 
ing the test.—Mrs. M. Logan, Kirkland, West Kilbride, Ayrshire: 
Rhode Island Red; number of first grade eggs, 1211 

Cup, presented by the Khaki-Campbell Duck Club, for the pen 
of Khaki-Campbell ducks making the highest score during the 
test.—Captain R. A. Long, Stondon Manor, Shefford, Beds.; score 
value, 1055. 


Medals Presented by Scottish National Poultry Council. 


White Leghorn Section.—Gold Medal: Mar. D. Baxter, Lanark. 
Megs, 1382; score. 1316. Silver Medal: Mr. J. Prentice, Uddingston. 
Eges, 1209: score, 1122 (one bird died in Jume). Bronze Medal: Mr. 
J W. Dobbie, Rothesay. Eggs, 1326; score, 1102. 

White Wyandotte Section.—Gold Medal: Mr. R. A. Oliver, Fife. 
Fees 1239; score, 1166. . 

Rhode Island Red Section.—Gold Medal: Mrs. M. logan, West 
Kilbride, Ayrshire. Eggs, 1271; score, 1269. Silver Medal: Mr. H. 
P F. Roche, Stevenston. Ayrshire Egg, 1140; score, 1101. 

Non.-Sitters (other than White Leghorn) Section.—Gold Medal 
‘B.L.), Mr R. Seott Miller, Uddingston, Eggs, 1215; score, 1121. 
Silver Medal B.L.), Jackson and Johnstone. Stonehouse, Lanark- 
shire Fees, 1103; score, 1101. Bronze Meda) (B.L.), Mr. A Wat- 
son, West Jainton. Eggs, 1055; score, 976. 

Sitters (other than Rhode Island Red and White Wyandotte) 
Section.—Gold Medal (B:R.): Mr. J. Adam, Cleland. Lanarkshire. 
Egees, 1063: score, 1062. Silver Medal (Barn.): Mrs. I Craig, Dunlop, 


Ayrshire. Eggs, 1051: score, 1051. A 
Duck Section.—Gold Medal (W.R.): Mr. H. S. Goldsmark, Ash- 
ford, Kent. Eggs, 1270: seore, 1220. Silver Medal (K C.): Capt. R. 


Eggs, 1062: score, 1055. Bronze Medal 


A. Long. Shefford, Beds. 
Eggs, 1020; score, 1019. 


cW R.): R. A. and A. M. Johnson, Stroud. 
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two pens or flocks in each series. We are run- 
ning an experiment in which each set of two pens 
is receiving a dilttenent type of feeding mixture 
or ration. In each pas one flock 1s kept closely 
conlined tor the winter period, and the other is 
allowed access to the yards, if they wish. The 
other afternoon I very quietly stole into that 
house. The exit door of Pen 1 had been opened. 
ft was a little after two in the afternoon. Out of 
forty Leghorn pullets in that pen, all in laying 
condition, only two were at the mash hopper, four 
more were in the house but idling about on the 
floor, and the whole of the remainder were out 
of doors, eating nothing, just enjoying the sun- 
shine. Pen 2 was a different matter. There were 
{4 pullets busy eating at the hopper, and several 
were in the nests at that time. The feed records 
of the two pens already indicate a decidedly in- 
creased mash consumption in the closely confined 
pen. I have seen this work out this way so many 
times that I am pretty firmly convinced of its 
worth as a_ practise. Secondly, layers closely 
confined can be more closely watched and more 
intimately managed, according to their real needs. 
This does undoubtedly end in increased response 
to feeding egg-producing rations. Winter layers 
are very much creatures of habit, and we can so 
much more easily accomplish this by keeping those 
layers under close confinement. We can regulate 
their winter lives to. a nicety, so to speak. Thirdly, 
It 1s my conviction that the fowls can be kept in 
better condition of health if kept under guarded, 
even though more crowded, quarters. The modern 
winter laying house is a sanitary environment, or 
we want to make it so. It is comfortable, and 
hens that are not comfortable during winter days 
will not lay. It may be catering to the hen more 
than we ever thought we would need to, but it 1s 
essential that laying hens should be warm enough, 
dry enough, and comfortable enough to induce 
them to act as they would during spring day: 
when outside natural conditions create within 
them that same response. Our winter laying 
house must overcome the outside discouraging 
conditions of winter time, and provide an environ. 
nent that will stimulate the fowls to spring-time 
activity, at least in part 


{ have a feeling that the most efficient, and ja 
the end the most economical poultry house, speak- 
ing particularly of laying houses, is that one whick 
is planned and built to take care of the needs of 
the laying stock during the most extreme periods 
of the winter, and for that matter of the summer, 
season, but which can be quickly and easily and 
economically modified during milder weather or for 
average days. Too many poultry houses are 
planned and built to provide a suitable environ- 
ment for average conditions. This won’t do, for 
it 1s during extremes that trouble comes and the 
fowls need surest protection: 

I should, then, like to suggest that every lay- 
ing house should be planned on this basis of pro- 
viding against possible and probable extremes. 
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In this case there are a few fundamental charac- 
terestics or features which should, in my opinion, 
be ibuilt into the average, commercial, practical 
laying house. And if the laying house is success- 
ful and economical for the specialised poultry- 
keeper,- it surely is practical for the farmer- 
poultryman who would find the way of making. 
real money out of his hen flock. The same general 
principles apply eyérywhere and anywhere in the 
building of an efficient poultry laying house. 
(To be Continued). 


THE YORKSHIRE FEDERATION LAYING TEST, LTD. | 


2nd INTERNATIONAL EGG.LAYING TEST, 1925-26, 
Now being conducted at the.Test Ground, Otley, Yorks. 


Keport for the First Month—20th October to 16th November, 1925. | 


The birds for the second year of the test alrived at Otley on | 
the 13th and 14th of October, amd were imspected by the Manage- | 
ment Committee. 

Some birds were somewhat immature, and probably will not | 
come into lay for some time. On the other hand, many birds 
had laid before being sent to the test. Of these, a considerable | 
proportion thas fallen into partial moult; whilst a few of them 
are now passing through full moult 

The weather during the peniod umder review has been very | 
wet im the first part, amd severe frosts have prevailed during the 
latter part. In spite of the adverse weather, the egg yield has 
been satisfactory. The weekly production of eggs has been as | 
follows:—During the week prior to the commencement of the 
test, 960 eggs; the first week of the test, 1120 eggs; the second | 
week, 1322 eggs: the third week, 1426 eggs; and the fourth week, | 
1483 eggs. lt will thus be seen that there has been. a steady 
inerease in the yield. Birds are coming imitto lay daily. | 

Pullet No. 330 has been broody, and has been confined to the | 
brood; coop for four days. A few binds have suffered from colds, | 
and tive deaths have occurred. Otherwise, the health of the birds | 
is very satisfactory. 

For the “Daily Dispatch’ Gold Challenge Cup for the pen in | 
Classes A. or B. which produces the highest average per bird.— | 
Sutton and Sons, Preston (W.W.), 5s 64d.; R. Rodwell, Nelson 
(B.L.), 5s. 4.1d.; E. Watson, Earby (W.W ), 4s. 9.9d. . 

The ‘Miss Delaney” Silver Challenge Cup for the best bird in | 
the test, and the ‘‘Daily Dispatch’ prizes of 12 guimeas, 7 guineas | 
and 5 guineas for the three best birds in the test.—Dr. J. E Helm, | 
Waterfoot, Lames. (W.W.), 24 eggs; J. W. Hodge, Holmfirth (W.W.), | 
25; The Marchioness of Graham, Brodrick (R.LR), 22 2 | 

The “Mrs. Clay” Silver Challenge Cup for Class A., Section 1, 
White Wyandottes—Dr J. E. Helm, Waterfoot, Lanes., 159; <A. | 
Snowdon, Pool, 143; Mrs. Clay, M.B.K., Long Preston, 131. 

The “Tom Barron” Silver Challenge Cup for Class A., Section | 
2, White Leghorns.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 192; Mrs. Clay, M.B.E., | 
Long Preston, 95; Lord Dewar, East Grimstead, 56. 

The “Sir Donald Horsfall’’ Silver Challenge Cup.for Class <A., | 
Section 3, A.OV. Light, or Heavy.—.W. M. Golden, Leire, Rugby, 
82; S. Street-Porter, Ely, Cambs., 45; Tom Barron, Catforth, 42. 

The “Frank Snowden” Silver Challenge Cup for Class B., Sec- | 
tion 4, White Leghorns.—G. W. Sutcliffe, Hebden Bridge. 101; R. H. | 
Fryers, Bradley, Keighley, 96; liieut.-Col. Eden, Cranswick, 83. 

The ‘Allen Bros.” Silver Challenge Cup for Class B., Section | 
5. Black Leghorns—R Rodwell, Nelson, 114; Colonel Spence, 
U.S.0., Kirklevington, 35: Davey and Sons, Sutition, 33. 

The “Jack Wrennall’’ Silver Chaillenge Cup for Olass B., See-| 
tion 6, White Wyandottes.Sutton and Sons, Preston, 127; E. Wat- 
son, Earby, 106; G. H. Rayner, Gramitham, 80. ‘ 

The ‘‘Fred Simpson” Silver Challenge Cup for Class B., Section | 
7, Rhode Island Reds.—R. Rodwell, Nelson, 195; D. E. Kitchin, 
Haston, 80; Miss Maddison, Dane Hill, 63. | 

The “Will Hammett’ Silver Challenge Cup for Class B., Section 
6, A.O.V. Light or Heavy.—A. White, Malpas, 104; 8S. Wigelesworth, | 
Farsley, °2; J W: Towler, Farsley, 63. 

The “Yorkshire Federation’’ Silver Challenge Cup for Class 
C., Section 9, Any Variety, Light.—Mmrs. Hawkesworth, Pool, 21; | 
C. Sturdy, Harewood, 18; Wm. Whartion, Keighley. 18 

The “Percy Wainwright” Silver Challenge Cup for Class (., 
Section 10. Any Variety, Heavy.—Miss Ma-wson, Adel, Leeds, 22, | 
Mrs. Hawkesworth, Pool. 22; F. H. Wilson, New Earswick, 19. 

The “G. R. Poole” Silver Challenge Cup for the best pen, any 
colour Orpingtons, Australorps, or Rocks. S. Wigglesworth, Fars- | 
ley (Bf. Rks.), 92; J. W. Towler, HKarsiley (Bf Rks.); 63. } 

The positions of each pen of birds, amid of each single bird, are 
being determined by the value of the trap-nested eggs produced | 
by them as is laid down in paragraph 2 of the Rules and Gondi- 
tions of the Test, which reads as follows:—“‘All birds will be 
trap-nested, and the total mumber amd weight of eggs willl be 
recorded. One egg will be credited for each 2ozs. so produced. | 
The points thus obtained will be valued at the average Keighley | 
Market price for each four-week period. No untrapped egg will| 
score. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Some Fruit-Growing Notes 


to help Poultry-Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R.H.S. 


ERE 


PRUNING— (Continued). 

In my last article (page 396) I summarised some 
“points to be considered and studied’? when 
pruning, and some “‘ objects ’’ to be aimed at in 
order to obtain good fruit. I likewise had to ada 
that the “‘how, when, and why”’ in detiail must 
follow. 

Many of the points have already been more fully 
dealt with in my little book published by the 
»-P.B.A., but I want to give yet further details 
for guidance, because I know from experience how 
simple a thing pruning may seem when you read 
an article on ‘‘ How to Prune,’’ and when you com- 
mence this operation on your trees the growths 
appear to be so different in many, many ways that 
one becomes quite puzzled as to what to do for 
the best. 

Perhaps if I give a few sketches they may. more 
Clearly guide the beginner, so I propose to make 
a series of drawing of actual growths from my 
own orchards. Firstly, I want to show the correct 
method of cutting, and I always recommend a 
knife with a fixed blade in preference to secateurs 
as more certain of giving a clean cut and exactly 
Where required. 1 have seen so many persons 
badly cut their hands when pruning, because they 
will not keep the left hand BELOW the knife that 
I think it wise to mention it. You will also find 


‘that it steadies the branch, or twig, -when held 


below where cutting, and so help in having 1 
Cleaner cut, yet many cut themselves before they 


“get into the habit of keeping the knife above the 


jeft hand. 
A 


xX 
~ 4 


] 


-_~ 


” 


4 
A B € D 
A. shows correct slope and how near to bud. 
B. Wood x that will die if left above bud. 
C. Cut in wrong direction respecting the bud. 
D. Cut too sloping and too close to bud. 


Coming to the trees we had 
better treat first of all with the 
young ones; and their first need 
of a well-shaped and balanced 
head. 


As one always recom- 
mends the planting of two or 


three year old trees, they natur- 
ally will only have three, four, or 
perhaps five: main branches, and 
these we must increase in num- 
ber until eventually we have our 
head (with an open centre) some- 
thing like the ribs of an inverted 
umbrella. Therefore to increase 
these few main ‘branches we cut 
to where there are two side eyes, 
aa on Sketch 3, <o as to give a 
double extension, like the letter 
Y ; but as the spacing between 
leading shoots of young trees are 
rarely of an equal distance apart 
we frequently have to cut only to 
an outside eye, as at b, to obtain 
a single extension (or ‘‘ leader’’). 
All shoots growing inwards and 
likely to crowd the centre should 
be cut entirely away at its junc- 
tion with the main stem (c), but 
if 1t is a side shoot not crowding 
the head it can be cut as at (d). 
This almost brings me to the 
pruning of ‘‘laterals’? and 
““spurring,’’ but that I musi 
leave over for the next article. 
Let me just draw your attention 
to the fruit eyes on the sketch 
(e), because we must prune to 
wood eyes ‘(a) for new wood 
growths. I must add a further 
remark about these fruit buds, 
because in early days I was often 
puzzled what to do when I found 
some young trees had almost all 
fruit buds and I could not: find 
wood eyes where required to ob- 
tain my new growths, (The 
check given to trees by replanting 
is often the cause of turning 
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the wood eyes to fruit buds.) The best I can 
recommend is to cut back more than the average 
reduction of two-thirds of the new growths. When 
even this will not meet the case, you must cut to a 
fruit bud, but if you watch later on, when the fruit 
bud is in flower, and carefully remove the petals, 
you will trace a young growth that will develop 
into a wood shoot, because you have prevented the 
blossom from turning to fruit. Do this to several 
of the fruit buds, as plenty of new wood (and little 
fruit) is essential to young trees to establish them 
for good crops in the future. 


Referring again to the first sketch, I propose 
next week to say something more about these long, 
sloping cuts, and of some experiments that I have 
been carrying out. 


DEVON COUNTY EGG-LAYING TRIALS, 1925-1926. 


Report for the First Period (October 13th to November 11th, 1925). 


Kerswell Barton, near Exeter, 


The trials are established at xe 
divided 


and consist or 40 pens of five pure-bred pullets per pen, 
into two sections, viz.: Light Breeds and Heavy Breeds. 

The sens of birds are hovsed separately in houses of the 
double type, each half giving four square feet of floor space per 


bird Grass runs, measuring 1° yards by 19 yards are provided 


for each pen of birds. 

The cite is 100 feet 
west. 
joam, : 

Scorias (first period of four weeks).—Grade: Special, 
over 11 points First, 102s and over, but under 20ZS., 
second, 180zs. and over, but under 1fozs., 8 points. 

The weight of scoring eggs and the number 
cated varies with each monthly period 


For the mcst part the birds entered were forward in condi- 

j has resulted. 
moult, but is 
The general health of the 


tion, the first scoring day yielding 75 eggs. 


in a number of birds going into a partial 
mainly confined to Tight Breeds 
hirds throughout the month was excellent. 

SUMMARY OF LEADING PENS. 
Points to daite respectively. 


Mrs. Adams 


jis 
or full 


Figures are Eggs and 


Light Breed Section.—The 
H. C. Wood (WL.), 77, 709: G. 
and Mrs. R. Patterson (W.L.), 
son (W.L.)./61. 573: W Runciman (B.L.), 63, 556. 

Heavy Breed Section.—A. and J. Rew _(W_W.), 
Thompson (W.W.). 108. 1010; KK. ©. Weod (W.W.), 
| M. Jclley (W.W.), 91, 970; C. H. Trude (W.W.), 
General M. EB, Richardeon (W.W,). 97, 940. 


Hon. 


105, 989; 


above sea level, exposed to south and 
The houses face south-east; the soil being a light samcy 


2ozs. ana 
10 points; 


of points allo- 


(W.L), 99, 734: 
Keith Simmons (W.L.), 85, 709; Mr. 
68, 642: Miss Hey and Mrs. Robert- 


412, 1043; G. V. 
Capt. 
105, 154; Brig.- 


Correspondence. 4 


Re STRAW HOUSES. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” fF 


Dear Sir—For the benefit of readers who are 


just now very interested in straw houses, my e¢x- 
perience and practical tests may prove interesting 


Nearly four years ago I built on the Cotswold | 


Hills these houses for the purpose of trap-nesting 
200 ducks, 


and I must say they have given great 


satisfaction, as housing costs of all birds to-day 


needs se€rious consideration. | 
L 


My greatest difficulty has been keeping rats out) 
of the roof. These pests have had to be regularly| 
followed up with ferrets, as, if neglected, a leaky| 
roof soon results. The rats will climb the bottom! 
boards, as described in sketch, at the corners, and! 
once in the thatch walls the rest is easy. I have 
recently overcome the trouble by covering the) 
angles with thin sheet galvanised iron, this pre 
vents them climbing up. = | 

These houses have extra light in the gable ends) 


which are constructed of timber, with two large 
windows: in each end, with a doorway in the centre. 


When Mr.. Elford, of Ottawa, Canada, was visit 
ing this country he took photographs, drawing and 
details of these buildings for experimental pur 
poses (I believe for poultry) in Canada. 

Critics are always abounding in this industry) 
but before condemning I would suggest, ‘‘ Wail 
and see.’’ Mr. IL. G. Price has placed a propositior 


for cheap housing of poultry for the farmer. | 
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may perhaps be improved upon, as he suggests, 
but, in the meantime, let us be constructive in our 


‘ideas and try to improve on it, 


{t enlarging this farm I would certainly test one 
of these houses on fowls, but think it would be a 
great boon for brooding chicken on the small unit 
system with hovers. I enclose a block for repro- 
duction; which will fully describe my thatched 
house, showing lighting, etc. 

Trusting the above may be of service to those 


~who are contemplating the erection of thatched 


houses. 
I am, yours faithfully, 
B.C. BREWER. 


STRAW HOUSES 
To the Editor of “ Eggs.” 


Sir,—Mayy I be permitted a small space in your 
Valuable paper to reply to Mr. L. G. Price’s re- 
marks in the issue of December 2nd. 

In the first place, it was the article which 
appeared on page 259 of October 21st that 
prompted me to make the comments in question. 
{ pointed out that smaller mesh netting was re- 


‘= quired, and the cost would be increased thereby. 


If wire netting has to be sunk some 2 ft. in ~ 


the ground to keep out vermin, will a 6 in. board 
do so? 
I quite understand that the ears of corn should 


be covered by the next layer, theoretically, but 


does no always do so in practice. 

With the general farmer the house no doubt 
would be an economical one, but Mr. Price will 
note that my letter was written more in the in- 


terests of the smaller poultry-keeper, who would 


have to purchase all materials, and who, perhaps, 
like myself, ts not ian expert in thatching. 


In conclusion, as I am writing to Mr. Price in. 


the course of a week, the information asked for 
will be sent him and probably an _ interview 
arranged. 
Thanking you, and wishing your paper every 
every success. 
I am, yours faithfully, 
T. E. RICHINGS. 


LIGHT-v, HEAVY BREEDS. 


To the Editor of “ Eggs.” 


teens 


Dear Sir,—Re the discussion on the Light breeds 


yy. the Dual-purpose breeds, I should lke to men- 


tion our experiences with White Leghorns and 


‘khode Island Reds. 


Our February, 1925, hatched R.I.R.s were first 
trapped on July 31st, and up to this date (Dec. 


ri2th) their individual records all follow close on 
"the highest score, 110 eggs. 
| occasional exceptions, 1st grade, and the birds 


The eggs are, with 


are laying 66.6 per cent. daily. The Leghorns 
hatched at the same time have been in a partial 
moult, while the later birds are laying eggs of a 
smaller size than the R.I.R.s; also not one can 
show a record of much over 50. During November 
the Leghorns laid, for the most part, under 20 
eggs each, compared with the R.I.R.’s 20-29 eggs 
each. 

With regard to the moult, the Leghorn hens have 
not laid an egg for some weeks, while the R.I.R.s 
are still laying about 16 per cent. daily. I should 
like to say, least you should think that we have 
got hold of a poor strain, that from the 7th October, 
1924, to the 31st May, 1925 (excluding the 5y 
days from November 27th to January. 25th, when 
trapping was interrupted by a gale carrying away 
the laying house), one 1924 W.L. pullet laid 110 
eggs of excellent size compared with 102 laid by 
a R.I.R. pullet ; but while the R.I.R.s were bunched 
below this ¢core the second best W.L. laid 79 eggs. 

I presume there is no question about the difficulty 
of disposing of surplus Leghorn cockerels. 

Yours truly, 
R. G. NETTELL, M.S.P.B.A. 


LIGHT v. HEAVIES. 


To the Editor of, ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Dear Mr. Newman,—In a recent issue of 
“Eggs’’ Mr. Heaton writes that, because he has 
a flock average of five eggs per bird with his 
Leghorns in excess of a flock average of R.LR., 
the property of Mr. Appleton, he is satisfied that 
Leghorns are the birds for a commercial egy 
farmer. 

Presumably for each pullet raised to laying age 
there is one cockerel to be sold ; assuming that a 
pullet replaces a hen, there is one hen to be sold. 

Let us see how this. works out on paper :— 


LEGHORNS. 
5 additional eggs sold at an average price of 2d. each £0 0 10 
1 cockerel sold at an average price of 1s. each ... 01 0 
1 hen sold at an average price of 1s. 6d. ... mS Oost. .6 
£0-3 4 
R.LR. 
1 cockerel sold at an average price of 6s. ... ae £0 6 O 
1 hen sold at am average price of 3s.6d. ... iE 0 3 6 
£0 9 6 


This leaves a balance of 6/2 gross in favour 
of the R.I.R., which I suggest leaves an ample 
margin for extra labour entailed for broodiness, 
and extra consumption of food, and a substantial 
increase of profit over the Leghorn. 

I maintain you can have a far greater difference 
in the flock average of Leghorns and R.I.R., as 
much as 30, and still show a greater profit from 
the R.I.R. than from an equal number of 
Leghorns. 


alma 
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In last week’s issule’ of -‘‘ Eggs’’ Mr. Hector 
Morrison states his reasons for scrapping Wyan- 
dottés in favour of Leghorns. It is with some 
hesitation that I venture to criticise one who has 
the experience and reputation of Mr. Morrison. 

{n the first place, I think it 1s hardly fair to com- 
pare the two breeds he mentions in coming to a 
decision as to which is the better bird, com- 
mercially, the light or heavy. The Wyandotte 
does not sell as a first-class table bird, and-I under- 
stand it is the experience of most breeders that, in 
these days, it produces a far greater proportion 
of second grade eggs than some of the other better- 
known. breeds. 


Mr. Morrison says that a house holding 500 | 


Leghorns will only hold 400 Wyandottes. He 
provides 4 to 4} sq. ft. per bird for his Leghorns. 
this 1s ample room tor heavies, and it can only be 
a question of perch accommodation, which surely 
could be arranged to admit an equal number o/ 
lveavies as Leghorns, 


The chief point in this letter, to my mind, is _ 


the increased consumption of food. To what does 
tais amount? With a flock of 4oo heavies this 
would amount to 454 3s. 4d. more than tor an 
equal number.of Leghorns in twelve months, work- 
ing on the basis that a Leghorn consumes 23d. in 
food in one week. 

Mr. Morrison found very little - difference in 
actual egg production between his two breeds. In 
thie following figures I will allow a difference ot 
fo eggs per ibird in favour of the Leghorn: 


400 Leghorns average 170 eggs at 2d. each ... 582-00 to 4 
400 ditto. cockerels sold at an average of ls. each 20 0 0 
400 ditto, hens sold at an average of Ils. 6d. oi rs) Ue Oo 

£616 138 4 
400 R.LR. average 160 eggs at 2d. each .... Bema: 55 fsts reek amas) 
400 ditto. cockerels sold at an average of 6s. each ... LZO CEO 
400 ditto. hens sold iat an average of 3s.’ 6d..dach 70 0 0 


Hoga Oso 
Less extra food consumed was aie 54 3 4 


£669 3 4 
This leaves a balance of £52 I10s., or 2/74 per 
bird, in favour of the heavy flock. ; 


Yours faithfully, 


e 


H. “Go PEW. 


TESTIMONIALS—S.P.B.A. FOODS. 
Cottonera Poultry Farm, William, Herts. 
Dear Sir,—I am very delighted with the mash, the birds eat 
it with relish. Please find enclosed cheque for last lot, and. will 
you please order for mea further ten ewt. for immediate 
despatch, as I have qnly sufficient for a day or two, and should 
be very sorry to run out after so good a beginning. 
: Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) WALTER C. MARDELL. 
School House, Gedney Drove End, Wisbech. 
Dear Sir—I would like to say how highly I think of your 
mash. I formerly used a proprietary mash “with gaod results, 
but the results from your mash have exceeded all expectations. 
Even my seven months old pullets are laying heavily. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) JAMES L.-BULLIN. 


Answers to Queries. 
By the EDITOR. 


DUCKS, 


Rey. Seymour Shaw, Warcop. Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answers all queries relating to Ducks. In eases of extreme 
urgency auswer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 


“ BODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C. G. Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 


Bodies should be packed amd sent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery, The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders, 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending hirds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their mame and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST, ~ 


teplies by post (Not Post-Mcrtems) cam only be sent te non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase ot poultry-keeping except post-mortem examing- 
tions. Members of the S.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Sataders). 


Ald; questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examinations. 


A. F. M. (Bucks) sends a sample of maize meal at 13s, cw. 
This is“a very moderate sample, and I consider the puiice rather 
high. A good sample of broad bran at 10s. 6d. per ewt. Is 
also enclosed. Middlings at 10s. 6d. ane a good average sample, 
The analysis of the fish meal is given as two tto five per cent. 
oil, but I believe the oil content is higher tham this. In other 
respects tlt is satisfactory. 


J. B.e K. (Northwich) asks what is the cause of the neek 
moult, amd if there is any prevention or treatment advisable. 
The particular birds he has in mind are ten March, 1925,hatched ' 
White Leghorn puillets in a flock of 75 of the same age. His’ 
second question is, ‘‘ Is there any advamtage in ‘hatching eaatlly 
White Leghorns for laying purposes—i.e., January and Feb: 
ruary?’’ If they are hatched lin the last week of January my, 
correspondent asks, ‘‘ What would be the moulting and laying 
periods, by assuming correct, feeding ? Would -they moult amd 
lay agam?’’ As far as our present knowledge goes, the cause 
of the neck moult is due to the fact that the bird becomes im 
under condition through her inability to consume sufficient food 
for both development "ar production. It is prabable that these 
Miarch hatched puilllets began laying at am early age, and this 
would explain why they fe into a moult. The only ‘possible 
means of preventing it is by heavy feeding, and this is not 
always effective. However, I think we have enough data to, 
enabfe us to say definitely that these pullets would not fall into 
a moult if under artificial light. As to the advantage in hatch- 
ing ‘in January and February White Leghorns. Yes, I con 
sider there is decided advantage in hatching in January and 
early February, at least 25 per cent. of the total stock. The 
cockerels will show a profit for table purposes when sold in this 
month, which the later hatched birds do nqgt. Much depends 
upon the strain and rearing conditions, but a Jamuary hatched 
Leghorn should be laying at the middle of Jume. Agiain, as to 
the periods of moulting. This also depends on the strain amd 
rearing conditions. If well managed they will continue to lay 
well into the end of October, then the partial moult takes place 
in a certain percentage of the pullets amd they will come on 
to. lay soon after Christmas—in some cases earlier, My cor- 
respondent must understand that we can give no definite date 
as tq when the birds would go into a moult or even whether 
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they would moult or not. Im some cases they would not, i: 
@thers the dajte of the moult depends very much upon the in 
dividuu!, upon the management, and upon generally the Govirsn- 
mental conditions. There is no fee fgr a reply by post ty 
members of the S.P.B.A. 


B. M. W. (Brislington) has two Wyandotte pullets—one vi 
Which started to lay on the Ist October and laid 15 eggs, and 
then went broody on tthe 24th. She was then put im a brood) 
op for three days and then taken out, and has not laid since. 
The other started to lay on 30th October and laid 10 eggs, and 
then started going on the mest and not laying. My corres- 
pondent thought this might be because she was too fat, and 
when he weighed her she was just over 4} Ibs. He asks what 
Ime he should take with them. In reply to his letter I wonde: 
whether his treatment of the breody pulllet was too drastic, anid 
a$ @ consequence she has got Out of condition? With regard 
to the secorid bird going to the nest amd not laying. It is 
possible that she is absorbing her eggs. I cannot gauge by her 
Weight whether she is too fat er not. The best way to ascer- 
fain this would be to feel the abdomen, and if this is tight 
aid hard, the possibility is that she is too fat, and if she is 
absorbing her eggs I am afraid there is nothing to be done. If 
she is too fat she should be given more exercise and less mash. 
but it is a question gf condition with the first pullet. M) 
correspondent also asks what is meant by the winter record. 
The S.P.B.A. definition of a winter record is a pullet which 
lays 40 or more eggs in any 90 consecutive days between the 
loth October and the 81st January. 


* Bad Results’ (Canterbury) sends me a sample of mash, 
said to be made up to our formula. Results are pqor. His 
birds are Light Sussex amd White Leghorns hatched in Maren. 
IT have careiuliy examined the mash, and, although [ find that 
the quality of the ingredients is good, there appears to be a 
deficiency of animal protein. Indeed, it is very difficult to 
discover any. I would advise my correspondent te add ten per 
cent. to this mash, as already inixed, if he has any quantity 
in stock. 


BS. Kh. (Kenilworth) writes in reference to my remarks im a 
recent article, “‘ that a medium-size bird iis best,’’ and wishes 
to know whether this would apply where the records are known— 
that is to say, would I discard a large hen that had put up 
a good record? Most certainly, no. My correspondent is apply- 
mg my remarks to the individual, and what 1 meant was that 
We should not breed for size, which is umeconomic. The medium- 
size bird is best in every respect. I was writing of a principle 
m breeding. If we breed for size, we are bound ito lose in egz 
production, but, on the other hand, if we breed from precocious 
birds we igse size, which (in itself ig an economic factor; 
therefore it is always best to maintain the medium. 


KR. M. (Wilts) has a White Leghorn cockerel which has a 
tattle when he breathes, and a January hatched bird has been 
ke this since the summer. ‘‘ R.M.’’ wishes to know whether 
the cockerel will be all right for the breeding pen. I should 
Suspect bronchial trouble, and possibly something wrong with 
the lungs. As birds in the breeding pen should be in_ perfect 
health, I should not be inclined to use him. Perhaps a little 
cod liver oil in the mash would help matters, say two" teaspoon- 
fulls to every pound of mash. More than this, and keeping the 
bird in a perfectly ventilated house, he cannot do. 


J. B. (Cirencester) is getting very poor results from a pen of 
60 White Leghorn pullets, eggs are few, and many of these are 
Shell-less. He gives details of his feeding, which is satisfactory, 
amd says the birds appear in perfect health, but are very ner- 
Yous. He adds they are im good condition. He has handled 
them and found they are not over-fat. The house is of the 
lean-to type, 20 ft. x 14 ft. The pullets were bought as day- 
dds from a well-known breeder. I fancy that ‘‘ J.B.’’ is him- 
self responsible for the trouble. The shell-less- eggs are prob- 
ably due tq the nervous condition of the birds, and this, too, is 
tésponsible for the poor production. When birds are in a 
highly nervous condition they do not assimilate their food pro- 
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perly. Many people do not realise this, The only advice [ can 
give “J.B.” is to be as quiet as possible with the pullets, and 
ne will get better results, 


C. A. R. (H. Lancs) is keeping hens intensively with results 
which are not wholly satisfactory, and he asks advice re feeding 
He gives wet mash, 24 ozs. per bird weighed dry, first feed, a 
scratch feed of grain at mid-day, and 2 ozs, of grain per head 
as last feed. The mash consists of: Thirds 4 parts, biscuit 
dust 14, ground oats 1, and meat meal # part. Green food is 
scarce, and he has been advised to give the birds Epsom salts 
once a week during the winter months. If ‘‘ C. A. R.’’ slightly 
alters his feeding { think he will get better results. He should 
add one part alfalfa meal to the mash, and replace the meat mea! 
with fish meal. Further, it would be better to give the mash at 
mid-day, such a heavy feed as first feed makes the birds in- 
active. They should also be given as much grain as they wil! 
consume as the last feed. 


Inc. (Weston) sends eight eggs from his incubator, a Glevum 
150 egg size. Only 50 per cent. of the eggs hatched, and he 
Wants to know where the fault lies. The indications are that 
many of the eggs were stale, and in the others the germ died 
at an early stage. This was not due to conditions in the incu- 
bater, unless he was running at too low a temperature for the 
first week. I am inclined, however, to think that the male bird 
is immature. He should consider both these points. “(2) With 
reference to birds not eating mash, this may be due to some 
ingredient which they dislike. If ‘‘ Inc.” will send samples 
f may be able to advise him, 

Blackboy (Newtown) has eight Wyandotte pullets, hatched late 
in March, which began to lay in September, and averaged 44 
eggs each to the middle of the present maenth. Unfortunately 
eggs are very small, and he wants to know if-he can improve 
size by feeding, and also as to whether he can breed to the 
same end. Feeding has very little to do with size of egg. Ifa 
hen is in good condition she will Jay ithe size of egg which she 
has inherited; an underfed bird cannot do this, and under- 
feeding during the growing period frequently accounts for the 
small egg laid by pullets. With regard to breeding, my corres- 
pondent should get a male from a dam laying a 2} oz. egg, and 
he should also see that the sire’s dam laid an equally large 
egg. Then it will be a question of careful selection and mating 
for two or three years before he get a large-ege strain. 

N. D. D. (Statford) is disappointed in some Brown Leghorn- 
Light» Sussex pullets which he bought as day-olds, egg pro- 
duction has been bad and size nothing to write home about. 
he cross has not produced such good ayers as his pure Leg- 
horns, and some of the pullets have been broody after laying a 
few eggs. He writes te me for an explanation. So many people 
are under the impression that a cross will give better results than 
a pure breed. The explanation probably is, the Brown Leghorn 
male was not bred from an individually trapped dam, or was a 
cull from an exhibition flock, If these first crosses, whether 
sex-linked or otherwise, are to produce really good layers, the 
trapnested males must be from stock, and the hens shauild also 
kave good records, or at least be selected. (2) Samples sent 
are of excellent quality, but biscuit meal at 30s. per cwt. is 
not an economic proposition, neither, is this particular sample 
worth the money, 


L. V. (Longhurst) has a White Leghorn cockerel from a dam 
with a record of 258 eggs. Unfortunately the bird has ‘‘ Wry 
tail,’ and ‘‘ L.V.”’ wishes to know if this matters. Certainly 
it matters. This deformity is highly inheritable, and the bird 
should be scrapped. In reply to his second query, re incubation. 
It he wishes to collect sufficient eggs for his 150-egg machine 
and is afraid that it will take more than ten days to do so, his 
best plan will be to wrap them in two or three thicknesses of 
newspaper, and store them in a temperature as nearly as possible 
50 degs. Fahr. I am afraid I cannot answer his question as to 
why it is said that eggs should not be kept longer than ten days 
for incubation. No one knows why this time limit has been 
pilaced. As a matter of fact, the fresher an egg is when incu- 
bated the more likely is it to hatch, and the conditions under 
which is it stored previous to ‘incubation are more likely to 


December Jord, 19295 


determine its hatchability than the length of time it -bas been 
jaid. 

©. P. (Barnsley). The best mash you could make with the 
ingredients yqu have would he: Clover meal one part, miailt 
culms one, middlings 4 parts, potatoes, 2 fish meal one part. 
(2) Certainly in such an exposed position I would dub the 
Leghorn cockerels. It is not so much a question of improving 
fertility as preventing infertility. The operation is a simple 
one, and nat cruel. (3) If I had a bad outbreak of coccidiosis, 
and feared another, I would rear all my chicks intensively for 
the first six weeks of their lives at least. (4) Unabsorbed yolk 
is not a symptom of any particular disease, it is a result of a 
check to the digestive system, and may arise from chill, bad 
feeding, or from other causes: It is commonly found in chicks 
which die from B.W.D., but it fis not the cause, neither is it 
a symptom of the disease. (5) Buff Rock males mated to White 
Wyandotte hens would give buff pullets, and white or silver 
males, the sexes would be distinguishable at hatching. I should 
expect the pullets of such a cross tq be as broedy as thei: 
parents. They should prove good winter layers. I would prefer 
to breed the Buff pure or the~Wyandotte pure, I can see nothing 
to be gained ‘by such a cross as this. (6) You are not very 
clear on this point, but as such a large percentage of the eggs 
failed to hatched, and the eggs were so full, I am inclined to 
think that the trouble is due ito ‘excess of moisture in a badly 
ventilated machine 


POST-MORTEMS. 


H. M. D. The post-mortem examination of the W.L. pullet 
showed that she was. affected with diphtheritie roup, a deposit 
of the false membranes having blocked the epiglottis and caused 
suffocation. Isolation of the affected flock, frequent and thorough 
disinfection of the house and equipment, and burning of the 
droppings and litter are essential to control and to prevent 
spread. -Care also is necessary in the avoidance of carrying 
contagion through the media of hands, boots or clothes, etc. 
To treat, make a stock solution of copper sulphate by dissolving 
four ounces in a quart of soft water, and add one ounce of ‘this 
ta every gallon of the drinking water, er a little more if other 
than earthenware drinking vessels are used. Inspect the birds 
daily, removing any yellow deposits (false membranes) found 
on the mucous membrane of the mouth or throat, and paimting 
the underlying raw surface with a 5 per cent. solution of silver 
nitrate, or rub with a caustic stick. Two grains per head of 
powdered cinchona bark may with advantage be added to the 
mash, or administered as pills to birds whose appetites are poor. 


_ ©. L. A. The post-mortem examination of the pulllet showed 
that she was affected by thrush, the causative agent beimg a 
fungus, termed oidium albicans. This fungus was found upon 
microscopical examination of the mouth lesions, which differed 
materially from those of diphtheritic roup in that the “ mem- 
branes’? were quite easily detachable from the underlying 
tissues, which were not inflamed or raw as in the case of coup. 
Lesions were also found in the gullet and crop, hence the rather 
emaciated condition of the body. I should advise yqu_ to 
examine the mouths of her immediate incontacts, as thrush may 
prove as serious as roup, as far as losses go, and to adopt the 
same precautions as regards disinfection and isolation as in the 
iatter disease. The treatment is identical, viz., copper sulphate 
in the drinking water, 1 dram to the gallon, gr an ounce of a 
stock solution made by dissolving fcwr ounces ina quart of 
soft water; remove the fungus fram the mouth, etc., and paint 
the underlying tissues with a copper sulphate solution 10 grains 
to the ounce of soft water. 


M. GC. GC. The post-mortem examination of the fowl showed 
nothing abnormal until the brain was reached, and there a 
clot of blood was found, the condition of course being known as 
apoplexy. Just what caused this, there was nothing to show. 
except that she was very fat internally and in a plethoric con- 
dition, which predisposes to high blood pressure and weakness 
of ‘the blood vessels. There is nothing contagious about it, 
60 No anxiety need be felt on that score, but I always feel that 
it is a wise precaution to have a post-mortem made on birds in 
which the cause of death is not very obviqus. 


Breeders’ Association. 


Full particulars of membership will be sen by return on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Tom Newman, ihe 
Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex. 


GEESE LT ee: 
COUNCIL MEETING. 


Scientific Poultry 
) 


The Monthly Meeting of the Council was held a 
the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, on Wednes 
day, December i6th, the President (Mrs. Hunter 
being in the chair, 

Present : Miss Maddison, Messrs. J. G. Kitsor 
john Smart, E. Bostock Smith, P. Hedwort 
Foulkes, A. H. Paine, R. Fletcher Hearnshay 
JT. H. Dowden, A. E. Hamlin, the Treasurer an 
Secretary. 

Before the proceedings commenced the Presider 
referred in feeling terms to the loss the Society ha 
sustained by the death of the late Mr. P. 1 
Johnson, and moved that a resolution expressin 
the deep sympathy of the Council to Mrs. Johnsor 
be forwarded her. Mr. John Smart, speaking 1 
support, said that Mr. Johnson had been associate 
with the S.P.B.A. since its formation, and durin 


“the most trying times he had always been mos 


helpful. His colleagues had a very great regat 
for him, and during his three years of Presidenc 
the S.P.B.A. had made remarkable progress. Th 
following was the resolution :— 

‘“ The Members of the Council of the Scientific Poult) 
Breeders’ Association have received with deep regret the not 
fication of the death of their valued colleague and past Presiden 
Mr. P. L. Johnson, and would like to place on record the fullle 
assurance of their sympathy and condolence with his widow al 
the members of his family.” 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were the 
read, confirmed, and signed. | 

A letter from Mr. Edward Brown, Secretary ¢ 
the National Poultry Council, was read. This ha 
reference to the Conference on Marketing, whit 
is to be held on January 27th, and asked that th 
S.P.B.A. should appoint delegates to the Confe 
ence. After discussion it was agreed that M 
Dowden and the Secretary should represent tl 
oars | 

The President read a letter from Major Swan 
reference to the Marketing of Eggs. It was agree 
that this letter should be circulated amongst mer 
bers of the Council in order that they may be ab 
to digest it, and that it should be discussed aga 
at the next meeting before the Conference. 


Secretary’s Report.—The Secretary reported thi 
255 new members had been elected durir 
November. This was 110 more than the corre 
ponding month of last year. Since ist Septemb 
over 1,000 new members. had joined the Assoct' 
tion. This was a very remarkable increase. £ 
had visited Edinburgh, Inverness, Beauly, Bu 
and Liverpool, and addressed good meetings ther 
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Food Purchase Scheme.— J ic secretary reported 

fiat great interest had been taken in the Food 
Marchase Scheme. The demand for foodstuffs 
rom members was increasing every week, and the 
fesent week they had bought £1,250 worth of 
bods for their members. 

Experimental Farm.—Referring to the Experi- 
gental Farm at Rudgwick, he said that Miss Hone 
ad been engaged as manageress, and had started 
er duties. They were not yet ready to commence 
he experiments. It was agreed that Miss Malcolm 
hould be asked to make use of the intensive house 
# Wellingham for the purpose of rearing table 
Wultry to the crate stage intensively, and that the 
Ommittee should meet at Rudgwick on January 
th. 

Treasurer’s Report. 
aS report, which was 
nd adopted. 

‘* Eggs ’? Committee Report.—Mr. Kitson, chair- 
fan or the ‘‘Eggs’’ Committee, submitted his 
eport. He said the circulation was steadily in- 
teasing, and financially they were in a very satis- 
actory state. Lhe report was adopted on the 
moposal of Mr. Kitson, seconded by Mr. Dowden. 

Tt was agreed that the Association should take a 
tand at the Midland Poultry Federation’s Festival 
€ Birmingham on January 7th and the following 
ays. 

“Mrs. Fletcher Hearnshaw proposed that, in view 
fthe poor attendance at the Crystal Palace, the 
ssociaition should have no Stand there next year. 
his was seconded by Mr. P. Hedworth Foulkes, 
tid after discussion it was agreed that no Stand 
hould be taken. 

“Mr. Fletcher Hearnshaw drew attention to the 
jowing Order in the ‘‘ London Gazette,’’ in refer- 
fce to the removal of poultry in areas affected 
mth Foot and Mouth Disease :— 

© No live poultry, hare jer rabbit, or the carcase of any head 
| poultry, hare or rabbit, shall be removed from an infected 
ace except with the permission in writing from an inspector 

Olficer of the Ministry or an inspector of the local authority, 
i@ then only in accordance with such conditions as may be 
Ipulated in the permission authorising such movement. For 
@ purposes of this rule, poultry includes domestic fowls turkey, 
ese, ducks, guinea fowls, and pigeons.” 


The Treasurer submitted 
agreed to be satisfactory, 


‘The Secretary was imstructed to write to the 
limstry of Agriculture to enquire whether birds 
(an infected place meant a place or farm which 
@s infected with Foot and Mouth Disease; and 
hether it applied to a restricted area. In the 
iter case he was to protest on behalf of the 
B.A. against such an Order, involving, as it 
id) great hardship to poultry-keepers at a season 
ethe year when they would in the ordinary course 
Hevents make good profits, more particularly in 
ference to poultry-keeping. 

Mit has been ascertained that the words *‘ infected place *’ 
@ to be taken as read: namely, that the removal of poultry 
Mm any farm which is declared to be infected with Foot and 
Gith Disease can qnly be by permission of am inspector or 
Ker of the Ministry. It does not refer to an infected area, in 
tich the movements of cattle are restricted.—Secretary.) 


Before the meeting terminated Mr. A. E. Hamlin 


IGGSs 


| 


ab 


announced that the Inland Revenue Authorities had 
abandoned their appeal to the High Court in the 
fiamson case in reference to the Income Tax 
assessment. 

Ihe next meeting of the Council was fixed for 
Wednesday, January 13th. 


A WARNING. 


A traveller recently called on one of oir mem- 
bers, and offered meat and meat and bone meal 
for sale. The member in question refused to buy, 
but asked for.a quotation for 5 cwt. of each. To 
his surprise he had a letter from the firm saying 
that they had dispatched 5 cwt. of meat meal and 
5 cwt. of meat and bone meal to his station. He 
wrote by return notifying them that he would not 
accept delivery, but was returning the goods to 
the station whence they were dispatched, and did 
so. By return he received the following letter :— 

* Dear Sir,—We are informed that by issuing instructions 
to railway to return goods yqu dsswmed ownership, You 
could not give instructions to returm goods which were not yours. 
You are still the owner of the goods, which are at present in 
the hands of the railway company. It is for you to decide 
whether or no you will take delivery, yow can please yourseli 
what you will do with your own goods, but so long as they 
nemain with the railway they will cost you warehouse rent. We 
shill, of course, have to insist on your paying for the goods you 
have had from us.’’ 


Our solicitors, Messrs. A. E. Hamlin and Co., 
kindly advised as follows, and a copy of their letter 
has been sent to the member :— 

‘It is quite clear that you gave no order for the goods, but 
only asked for a quotation to be sent you. You should write 
and inform the firm that the goods were not ordered by you, 
and that they are lying at the railway at their risk,”’ 


Our readers will now know what to do in similar 
circumstances. It is noticeable that the firm did 
not contend that the order had ‘been given, but 
relied on the fact that our member had given in- 
structions for the return of the goods, which was 


| merely a quibble. 


CHARCOAL. 


I have received the following letter from Colonel 
Sadler. Perhaps my readers will like to express 
their opinions. J] have never used chiaircoal myself, 
and do not remember ever recommending its use, 
but it is difficult to believe that it possesses in- 
jurious properties. In cases of indigestion I think 
if is distinctly valuable, but can anyone produce 
evidence that it prevents trouble, or are we still 
following in someone else’s footsteps, and doing 
something because it has been done? However, 
here is Colonel Sadler’s letter :— 

““T should be glad of the experience of scientific breeders on 
the effect of charcoal on baby chicks. I have been accustomed 
to feed charcoal to the birds at alll ages from babyhood upwards. 
Last season I experimented with one incubator lot of chicks in a 
Miller brooder without charcoal amd had no losses, except one 
chick, which sickened and died from some unexplained cause 
My man insists that charcoal is the main cause of loss through- 
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out the farms where it is fed. My qne experiment seems to 
confirm his opinion, at least to the extent that chiarcoal is un- 
necessary ; but one experiment is a poor basis for practice.’ 
Colonel Sadler will forgive my saying that his 
experiment proves nothing, certainly it does not 
confirm his man’s opinion that charcoal is the main 


cause of loss on the farms. where it is fed. At 


most it proves we can rear healthy chicks without 
its aid, that-we already knew. It is probable that 
with chicks bred from healthy vigorous stock, pro- 
perly managed, that it is unnecessary, but it may 
help materially when there is digestive trouble. 


THE. REGISTER: 


By the time this. is in print most of you wih 
have received your copies of the Annual Register. 
Hearty congratulations are due to the Editor for 
producing the ‘‘best ever.’ He has always set a 
high standard, and has something to live up to 
next year. There are twenty-three articles on 
various subject to interest the poultry-keeper, be- 
sides many other tit-bits of information. The 
illustrations are both good and numerous. What 
a list of members too, but then you see the 
S.P.B.A. continues to grow so rapidly. We have 
ELECTED OVER ONE THOUSAND NEW MEM.- 


BERS SINCE THE FIRST OF SEPTEMBER. No 


other Society in the country can show anything to 


compare with this. We are sending out the 
Recister as fast as can be, but please remember it 
takes some time to send out over 6,000 copies. 


CHINESE EGGS. 


Mr. G. F. Richardson thinks it may interest our 
readers to know: that within the last month one 
firm alone dealt with over 1,000 tons of eggs from 
China. These are eggs banned by the U.S.A. as 
being unfit for humian consumption, and (to quote 
Mr. Richardson) they are used by nearly every con- 


fectioner 


in this country. 


I remember reading 


some two or three years ago that some of these 
eggs had been examined by some scientific fbody, 


in France, and were reported to be 


bacteria.”’ 


enough eggs here to keep the foreigner out. 


cc 


teeming with 


Well, we should be able to produce 


We 


are making a mistake, I venture to think, when we 
suggest that it is the imported egg which prevents 


our doing so. 


If we were a little more modest 


‘n respect to the profits we can obtain per hen, we 
might treat our problems more seriously. A cut- 


ting has been sent me this morning. 


o4¢ Mees an 


answer to a query, and is as follows :— 

‘Starting a poultry farm. You can reckon that each hen 
will bring 12/6 profit a year, that your 200 hens, therefore, will 
cive you roughly £2 8s. profit a week. 
roughly, 450 chicks to rear 200 pullets, this allowing for half 


cockerels and 50 


deaths.” 


You must. hatch, 


If a profit of 12/6 per hen could be made | 


think most people would be keeping hens. 


TE 1S 


a pity to mislead the public in this way, especially 
when there iare so many people who are only tow 


willing to give up a good livelihood for what they 
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believe to be an easy and pleasant means of maleam 
a tortune. We all know the possibilities of poultr 
farming, and that it can ‘be made to pay, but & 
say that a profit of 12/6 per bird could be madi 
is absurd in the extreme, and could only be writte 
by someone ajosolutely ignorant of what they wer 
writing. < 


FOOB PURCHASE SCHEME. 


PRICES OF MASHES, ETC. 


The following meals can be supplied.in 5 ewt. lots and upward| 
of one kind free on rail:— 
Fish Mea] (Pure White) 20/0 F.O.R. London. 

” »” +) ” 20/0 F.0.R. Bristol. 4 } 


' ” ” 5 19/0 F.O.R. Swansea. 
Pa As : me 19/3 F.O.R. Tynemouth. | 
” ’ ” ” 19/9 F.O.R. Grimsby. = 


” ” a3 19/3 F.O.R. Bradford, ~ 
PRICES OF MASHES, PER CWT. 
Layers. Growers. Breeder 


F.U.R. LIVERPOOL 41/9 41/9 42/0 
F.0.R. LIVERPOOL 42/0 42/6 13/6 
F.O.R. LONDON 11/9 11/9 12/6 
F.O.R. LEITH 10/9 10/6 11/3 | 
F.O.R. LEICESTER 11/0 11/0 11/9 
F.O.R. GREENOCK a 42/3 42/6 13/3 - 
F.O.R. KING’S LYNN 11/6 11/6 11/9 
F.O.R. BELFAST 13/0 12/9 13/0 — 
F.O.R. BRISTOL i 11/9 {1/9 12/9 
F.O.R. SOUTHAMPTON 41/9 12/0 42/3. 
F.U.R. PLYMOUTH 42/9 13/0 12/9 
F.O.R- ABERDEEN 42/3 11/9 13/9 
F.O.R. HARROGATE 42/9 12/6 13/6 | 
F.O.R. GLASGOW 12/3 12/3 12/9 ~ 
F.O.R. STAFFS 11/9 41/9 13/0 - 
F.O.R. IPSWICH 44/6 12/9 12/9 
F.O.R. SUSSEX 41/6 41/6 12/6 
Per G 
MAIZE GRITS ¥.0.R. LONDON 42 
MAIZE GRITS .. F.O.R. IPSWICH 42 
S8.G. OATS F.0O.R. LONDON 13 
S.G. OATS F.O.R. SUSSEX 412 
S.G. OATS ste, 4 ek OsRe -BRISTOER 13 
MEAT & BONE MEAL F.O.R. LONDON 13 
MEAT MEAL F.0O.R. LONDON 14 
MAIZE GERM MEAL F.0O.R. LONDON _.... 10 
MAIZE GERM MEAL F.O.R. IPSWICH ... 40 
MEAT & BONE MEAL ... ... Carriage Paid 15 
MEAT MEAL ... Carriage Paid 15 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Perrin, Rubin, Beulah. Branksome Avenue, Stanford-le-Hiope, Hs 
Wedgwood, P. J., Rose Cottage, Prescot, Lianes: “| 
Pickup, W.. “‘“Courtfield,”” Balmoral Road, St. Annes-on-Sea. 
Morgan. L. M., Ryefield, Bere Regis, Wareham, Dorset. 
Thompson, Kk. M, 37, Garnett Street, Lancaster. 

Richmond,.T. J.. Parkwill, kilwimming, Ayrshire. 

Holmes, H. R. J., 350, Woodstock Road, Oxford. 

Alley, Miss: P., Ballinlough Castle, Clonmellon, Co. Westmeath 


! rae : Trela 
Ward, W. T., Knowl Farm, Uppermill. Oldham, Lanes. 

Green N., Craigmullen, Dundrennan, Castle Douglas 
Brown. L. J, Bridge Cottage, Bromham, near Bedford. 
Perring, A. R. M., St. Benet’s Cottage, Callow_End, Worcester 
Smith, J.. 37, Bismarck Street, Beeston Hill, Leeds, Yorks. 
Williams, Mrs. Lloyd, Plas Dinorwic, Port Dinorwic, N. Wales 
. N.. Smallfield, Surrey. ai 
E. A, 68, Stamford Road, Kettering. 

Goffin, F. T., Boulding House, West. Bradbourne, Alshford. 
Hartley, F., New Westfield, Upper Marsh, Oxenhope, near a 
Kei 


Peek, The Hon. Mrs., Hazlewood, Loddiswell, S. Devon. 

Russell. C R., The Grange, Attleborough. { 
Davies, Mrs. E, “Aeron,” Hebron 8.0., Carmarthenshire, 8. Wa} 
Davies, W. L, “Aeron,” Hebron S.O., Carmarthenshire, 8. Wa 
Ormsby, 9. C., 194, Staines Road. Sunbury-on-Thames. ; 
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Vicoll. T,. Pine Grove, Dundee. 

Jowlishaw, Mrs., Oak Lodge, Loudwater, Bucks. 
Malcolm, B., Stone CiLoss, Orawley Down, Sussex. 
daxton, L. C., Woodside,” Great Canfield, mear Dunmow, Essex. 
ommerviile, J. Sommerville’s P.F., Cold Norton, Chelmsford. 
jmith, L B., Bekesbourne P.F., near Camterbury, Kent. 

Wright, S. J., 188, Stanley Park Avenue, Liverpool. 

‘Pressley, Mis. K., 568, City Road, Sheffield. 

‘Phe Matron, Dalbeth Giris’ School, ‘lollcross, Glasgow. 

Burne, Mrs. J., W.. Leesthorpe Hall, Melton Mowbray. 

Ramsell, I.. Holly Bough Villas, Donisthorpe, near 

. Burton-on-Trent. 
Yodd, J., Holly Brook Farm, Birkdale, Southport. 

Yroudace, D. de J., Hewitt House, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent. 
Sole, Miss M., Merthyn Villa, 181, Newbridge Hill, Bath. 
Grane, R., “Elmecott,”- East Brent, Somerset. 

lea, Mrs. H., Brentor, Hafod Road, Hereford. 

Mayston, \.. Woodyiew, Horeham Road, East Sussex. 

Holmes, H., “St. Malo,’’ Woodgrange Avenue, Langdon Hills, 


Essex. 


————— 


SCIENTIFIC POULTRY BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


KEIGHLEY AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 

Mhe first of a series of Open Egg Shows will be held in the 
Gemperance Hall, Keighley, on January 6th, 1926. Entries are 
myited for seven classes. 
 Classes—Hatching Eggs: 1, Six White hen eggs; 2, Six 
‘Tinted hens eggs; 3, Six Brown hen eggs. Classes—Hggs for 
Consumption: 4, Six White hen eggs; 5, Six Tinted hen eggs ; 
6, Six Brown hen eggs. Class 7, Six Duck eggs (hatching of 
@onsumption). Judge: Mrs. Clay, M.B.E., Long Preston. 
A Silver Challenge Trophy will be offered for most points 
(gamed in the whole series. Points obtained in egg classes at 
¢he Annual Show in November, 1926, will be allowed to score. 
Mrs. Wilson will give a Silver Spoon for most points gained in 
dhe duck egg classes. No entry fee. Awards of -menit will be 
made and particulars communicated to local press. After awards 
have been made the eggs willbe sold, proceeds to go to the 
Society. Your hearty co-operation is invited. Packages of eggs 
should be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, Keighley and Dis- 
fict Branch of S.P.B.A., and should arrive not later than 
615 p.m. Judging will commence at 6.30 p.m. After the 
sale of eggs, Mr. Frank Snowden will open a discussion on any 
Subject relative to poultry breeding. 

Mr. Wm. Hamnett, Myrtle P. F., Blackpool, has kindly 
lofiered a sitting of eggs, value 63/-, as a prize for a guessing 
‘competition. Proceeds to go to the Annual Show Funds, and 
Particulars of which may be obtained from Mrs. Wilson, Hon. 
Secretary, ‘*‘ Minorca,’’ Denhelme, Bradford. "Phone : 
M@hornton 178. 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 


A very well attended Lecture and Egg Show of the above 
branch of the §.P.B.A. was held at the Headquarters, ‘‘ The 
Albany Room,” Palatine Cafe, Lord Street, Liverpool, on 
Saturday evening, the 12th of December, 1925, at 6.30 pm. Mrs. 
EB. Douglas Kendall was in the chair. 

Mr. Tom Newman started the ball rolling with a very interest- 
ing and instructive paper on ‘‘ The Intensive System.’’ At the 
finish of his paper some very interesting questions were put to 
him, which he answered in his usual easy style. As one of our 
Members remarked, ‘‘ He’s a blinking encyclopaedia of poultry.”’ 
As there were no further questions forthcoming, the chairman 
talled upon Dr. J. P. Hall to make a presentation of a Silver 
Cake Stand and Case of Fruit Knives to Mr. Newman as “ an 
Appreciation from the members gf the Liverpool Branch of the 
$.P.B.A. upon his marriage.”’ 

Dr. Hall, in making the presentation, gave us a very witty 

‘speech, and in his remarks he said that professionally he thought 
that Mr. Newman looked better since he had joined the noble 
army of Benedicts, and that alll members of the S.P.B.A. should 
‘De very grateful to Mrs .Newman for the way in which she is 
looking after the mast-valued servant of the S.P.B.A. and also 
wf the Poultry Fancy. 
* Mr. Newman, in replying, thanked Dr. Hal and the mem- 
ers of the Liverpool Branch for their appreciation of his ser- 
Wices, and thanked them on behalf of Mrs. Newman for the 
/ presentaition. 
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Mr. E. J. Meeking also gave an equally interesting paper on 
‘“ What are the Prospects of Commercial Kgg Farming ? » " His 
paper dwelt qn facts, and his reminiscences of disposing of his 
surplus White Leghorn cockerels caused much laughter among 
his audience. After his paper -he was called upon to answer 
inany intrigued questions. 

Mr. Harry Banks, in proposing a vote ol thanks’ to Mr. 
Newman and Mr. Meekings, endorsed the remarks of Dr. Hall, 
and thanked them for their enjoyable papers and answers. on 
bebalf of all the members present. 

Mr. J. W. Riding seconded the vote of thanks, which was 
carried unanimously, amid great applause. 

A vote of thanks to Dr. Hall was moved by Mr. Crosthwaite, 
seconded, and carried unanimously. 

With a vote of thanks to’ the Chairman, the proceedings 
terminated one of the most enjoyable evenings in the history of 
the Liverpool and District Branch. 

Prize-winners, Egg Show.—Ist and 5s. Special, Brown Eggs, 
Mr. Wm. burns; 2nd, Mr. P. J. Wedgwood. Ist and ds. 
Special, Tinted Eggs, Mr. Richard Handley; 2nd, Miss M. 
Cooper. lst, White Eggs, Mr. Isaac Mundy. 

R. J. THOMAS, 9, Grey Road, Walton, Liverpool, 
Hon. Secretary. 


? 


EAST DEVON BRANCH. 

The Second Annual General Meeting and Dinner, followed 
by an Invitation Dance, will be held at Trumps’ Cafe, Sidmouth, 
on Thursday, January 7th, 1926. General Meeting at 6.45 p.m. 
Music will be supp'ied by the Blue Lagoon Band. A portion 
of the proceeds will be allocated to bramch funds, the remainder 
being devoted to a cup presented by the branch for competition 
at the County Laying Trials. The cup will be presented to a 
representative of the Coumty Authority by the Vice-President at 
the dinner. You are particularly requested to support the indus- 
try and your county by making every effort to attend. There are 
some important questions to be dealt with at the General Meeting 
which affect every poultry farme., Application for dinner or 
dance tickets must be received not later than December 31s. 
‘Tiekets: Dinner, 5s. 6d. each; Dance 5s. 6d. each. 

Gept. H. JELLEY, Hon, See., Broad Oak, Ottery St_, Mary. 
‘Phone: 40 x 2 Ottery. ; 


Members who desire to have their copies of 
‘6 Egos’? hound into volumes, but who wish the 
advertisements omitted, can have this done by 


instructing their Bookbinder to this effect, and he 
will see that these pages are not included. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE 8.P.B A. 


Sc many of our readers are under the impression 
that they must necessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, of farmers on a large scale to render 
themselves eligible for membership of the 5.P.B.A 
This idea is quite incorrect. The §.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the imtensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subseription brings 
with it many advantages, namely: Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and mamy other 
advantages too numerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, 
Sugsex. The financial year began on 1st September. 


Answers to Queries. 


Continued. 


R. H. (Newcastle) bas 11 White Wyandottes and 5 Leghorn 
pullets, hatched ait the beginning and end of April respectively, 
which commenced to lay four weeks ago, and are averaging three 
or four eggs a day from the White Wyandottes and two or three 
from the Leghorns. The two breeds are kept separately anten- 
sively, the feeding consists of half ounce of grain per head in 
the litter in theamorning, mash at mid-day, and one and a half 
ounces of grain per head at 4 p.m. The mash consists of 12 
parts Sussex ground oats, 6 bran, 9 middlings, and 3 fish mea! 
(parts are by weight). His trouble is, that the birds are not 
keen on the mash. He is getting very thin-shelled eggs from 
the Leghorns, and likewise from the Wyandottes, and a number 
of the Leghorn eggs are broken in the nest. First, in reference 
to his samples.. The ground vats, although not Sussex ground, 
are very good value for the money, and would answer the same 
purpose. The bran is of fair average quality. The same re- 
mark applies to the middilings ; they contain rather a lot of bran, 
but are not too bad. Fish meal at 4s. 6d. stone works out at 
per Gwt., so one wonders how my correspondent hopes to 
make poultry pay if he buys focdstuffs at these prices. However, 
it is a good sample. Now as to his trouble, I think he would 
be well advised to alter his ‘mash and give a heavier feed of 
grain at night. It as very costly to use such a high percentage 
of ground oats, and the thin-shelled eggs are probably due to the 
fact that there is a lack of lime in the food. I would suggest 
he uses the following: Ilb. bran, 1 alfalfa meal, 4 middlings, 
1 Sussex ground oats, 1 maize meal, and one fish meal, and 
as dus birds are kept intensively would add to this the following 
mineral mixture at the rate of five ounces to every-ten pounds 
of mash: 60 parts steamed bone flour, 20 parts common salt, 
and 20 parts powdered limestone grit, or oyster shell. This 
should help him in the matter of the soft-shelled eggs. Further, 
he waquld be well advised to give nearly one handful of grain 
between every five birds in the litter as the first feed in the 
morning, have the dry mash hoppers open all day, and give the 
birds @ good heavy feed of grain as the last feed at night. One 
and a half ounces per bird is not sufficient for these long nights, 


and if they willl eat 23 ounces it will be all the better. 


30s. 


H 4H. (Kingford) writes to say that his young ducks, which 
tegan to lay towards the end of October, have new started to 
moult. What is to be done, and what can be the reason? He 
feeds them generously on maize in the morning and mash at 
night, consisting cf: 3 parts bran, 3 maize meal, 3 sharps, and 
one of fish meal, by measure. It is always difficult to say what 
is the cause of the ducks going into a moult. If they have been 
frightened in any way this may possibly account for ‘the trouble. 
J think the feeding would be better if the bran were redueed to 
two parts, and the sharps increased to five.. There is nothing to 
be done in this matter except feed generously, and keep the 
ducks as quiet as possible. 


F.C. (Chard) while collecting his eggs in one of his laying 
houses noticed one of the birds on the nest appeared to be strain- 
ing rather badly. While watching her she laid an egg with no 
shell on it at alll, with what appeared to be a kind of white mem 
brane attached to cne-end. He was going to pick it.up before 
she should step on it, but before he could do so she laid another, 
also shell-less, which was joined to the first egg by the mem- 
brane. This one she broke in the nest with her feet before my 
correspondent could pick them up. The first egg was the size 
of a good two-ounce g, but the second slightly smaller. I 
think “‘ F.C.”’ is possibly feeding on too stimulating a ration, 
and this would account for the performance of this hen, but he 
has not sent me ny particulars, so I can hardly express a 
definite opinion. It does not always follow that what may be 
stimulating for the individual ‘is stimulating for the flock, so I 
would not advise him to-change unless he sends particulans. Very 
olten when the ovary is very active a normal ration may prove 
a little too stimullating for an individual hen: 


egg, 


C. C. (Crawley, Down) is giving his birds a wet mash con- 
sisting of the following: Ground oats 5 Ibs., 


maize meal 82 Ibs , 
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middlings 12 lbs., bran 6} Jbs., fish meal 9 lbs., yeast 2 Ibs, 
with two full buckets of mangolds, making five full buckets whe 
mixed. He would like to know whether he is giving too mue 
of any food and not enough of another. In my view, he is givin 
too much fish meal, which might easily’ be reduced to 6 Ibs., an 
as he is using presumably pulped or cooked mangolds I woul 
omit the bran.and increase the middlings by another 6 Ibs., a 
this should give sufficient bulk to the mash. 


—— 


HARPFR:-ADAMS’ AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, NEWPORT, SALO 


POULTRY LAYING TRIALS, 1925-1926 


Report for the First Period. 


The thirteenth series of Poultry Laying Trials. organised b 
tbe College, started on ist’ November, the birds having eon 
menced to arrive on 20th October. The entries haye taken wu 
practically all the available accommodation. a ‘total of 1,8! 
birds being entered. Of these, 1,602 are competing birds, anid 2] 
reserve birds. The trials are organised in four divisions: 
Championship, Smal! Flock, Single Birds, amd Ducks Th 
Championshiy. I'rials comprise 24 pens of 10 birds each. amd ar 
divided into Light and Heavy Breed Sections. The Small Floe 
Trials consist of 192 pens of seven birds each, and form seve 
distinct sections. Kighty-four birds are under test in the Singl 
Bird Division, and the Duck Trials. a new feature im the Colleg 
Trials, consist of ?1 nens of seven birds each. | 

The first ,eriod termimated on 28th November, the extrem 
variations in production which mark tthe early periods of th 
trials. being again a feature—several péms have put up Z00 
records, nut many birds have not yet come into lay. an 
moulting has been prevalent The production figures on th 
whole are an improvement om previous years, the indiyidua 
average being just over 11 eggs per bird in the Poultry Sections 
and a fraction fess than 14 exes per bird in the Duck Section. 

The following are the leading positions at the end of th 
first period-— 


SUMMARY OF ‘THE LEADING PENS. 


| 
CHAMPIONSHIP TRIALS. | 


: Section ! Light Breeds——Frank Snowden (W.L), Keighley 
Yorks. 187 eggs. ¥. A. Welch (W.L.), Cheltenham, 183; G. L. Mel 
calfe «W.L.), lechlade. Glos., 156; H. Sutton and Sons (WL 


Preston, 159. 

Section ¥. UHeavy Breeds.—H. Watson (W.W.), Colne, Lames 
219; G. B. Metcalfe (R.1.R.), Lechlade, Glos, 176; Mrs: M. Crooke 
(W.W.), Upper Deal, Kent, 164, Tom Barron (W.W.), Preston, 15 


SMALL FLOCK TRIALS. 


Section 1. White Leghorns.—Mics H. Baylis, Stratford-or 
Avon, 123; Cant. J. ‘hompiion Shrewsbury, 110; Mrs Perey, Hoc 
net, Salop, 101. G. L. and H. B. Gibson, Billericay. Essex, 99; $i 
Amos Nelson, itd., Skipton, 99 

Section 2. White Wyandoittcs.—Dr. A. E Harrisson, Dave 
try, 121; Frank Snowden. Keighley. Yorks, 119; C. E. D. W Frei 
man, Llanfairpwll, Anglesey. 117; S. and T. Greenall, Grantham 
Juines, ils; Capt. J. thompson, Shrewsbury, 118. 

Section 3. Rhode Island Reds—C.WS., Ltd., Whalley, Lanes’ 
118; W. Mayor, Leyland, Lanes., 104; Kingto Bagyuize P.- Farm 
Abingdon, Berks, 96; om Carter, Abram, Lames, 90; Miss GC. 3 
Roads. Bletchley, Bucks., 86 ; 

Section 4 . Light Sussex.—F. Rossall Sandford. Shrewsbury 
113; I’. R. Welch, Bewdley. Wores, 112; Capt. A. A. Plimpton| 
Beverley, E. Yorks., 100; A Howard, Maidenhead, 94, M. W 
Slade, High Wycombe, Bucks., 95. 

Section 5, Black Leghorns.—W. A. Lansley, Whitchurel) 
Salop, 92; R. Rodwell, Nelson, Lames., 91; R. A. Fawssett, Bau 
norshire, 85; C.W.S., Ltd., Whalley, Lanes, 69. | 

Section &. Any Cther light Breed.—S. Street-Porter (Gi 
Whites), Ely, Gambs., 85; C.WS, Ltd. (Am.), Whalley. Lames. 7 
ol. S Sandbach (Bf. L.), Abergele, North Wales, 75; H. Lynde 
Lemon ‘Bl. Br.,, Devizes, Wills. 73. , i | 
Heavy Breed.—Miss P. Mills (Rks) 


Section 7 Any Other ; 
Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire, 111; Capt. A. A. Plimpton (Rks, 
Beverley, E. Yorks, 101; J. F. Cocks (Col. Wyan). Ware, Hert) 


White (Rks.;, Market Drayton, Salop, 85 
SINGLE BIRD TRIALS. 


Section I. White Leghorns.—F. G. Mansell, Aldridge, Staff. 

24; Jom Barron, Preston, 21: Rev. H. W Bush, Bath. 22. 
Sestion 2. White Wyandottes.—Tom Barron, Preston, 25; | 
othe: 1 patie Grantham. Lines., 24; Frank Snowden, Keighle: 
orks. 
Section 3. Any Other Light Breed.—K. A. Orawf W. | 
Dilham, Norwich. 20. ¢ ie = 
Section 4. Any Other Heavy Breed.—Chivers and Sons, If 
(L.§ ), Cambridge, 25; C.W.S., Ltd. (K.IR.), Whalley. Lames., 2 

A Hughes ([.S.), Malpas, Cheshire, 24. 

Neots, 139; Hugh B a 


923— Pek. 


4 


Duck Section—S. Ward (K.-C.), St. 
rington (ft. and W.R.), Crowhurst, Sussex, 117; H. 8. Sodsmat 
(W.R.), Ashford, Kent, 115- 0. C. Brown (K.-C.), Scunthorpe, Line! 
111i; G H. H Simmons ‘K.-C.), Brimscombe, Glos., 109. 
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HANTS COUNTY LAYING TRIALS. 


Wecort for Second Period Ending 15th December, 1925. 


Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 

Section A.—Mr. A. F. ©. Holdaway (W..), 48, 560; Mr. B. King 
W.L) 25, 393; Messrs. F. and C. Brundett (W.L.), 44, 526; J. ©. 
flexander (W.L.), 38, 444; H. Record (W.L.), 38, 405; Mrs. T. P. 
jopdery (W.L.),. 23, 243. 


Section B.—Miss W. E. Clarke (R.1.R.), 48, 522; J. H. Thompson 
WW.) 30, 330; Capt. R. Mackenzie (W.W.), 43, 517; Mre. T. P. 
Jordery (W.), 20, 241; Mrs. Guy Happer (R.I.R.), 44, 470; Capt. 
2. Mackenzie (R.I.R.), 16, 165. 


MIDDLESEX AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE, 


COUNTY LAYING TRIAL, 1925-26. 


Report for Second Period—Nevember 12th to December §th, 1925. 


}. HEALYH.—Weather conditions during this period have 
deen rather severe, Lut the general health has been well main- 
jained. Two pullets have pasyed through hospital (No. 15: five 
jays, and No. 44: ome day) with colds, and preventative treatment 
Was adopted in the case of the others. 


UOASUALTY.—The W.W. Pullet No. 131 reported lame last 
month appeared to be suffering from a dislocated hip, and was 
replaced on December 6th. 


MOUTIAING AND BROODINESS.—Twenty-two birds are ir or 
are recovering from partial mcult, and broodiness necessitated 
three birds, Nos. 58, 69, and 74, being confined to the broody 
so0p for short periods. 


2 EGG PRODUCTION. —Tventy-five more pullets commenced 
to lay during the period, thus of the 147 birds at the trial, 45 
have not yet laid. Production has improved, and the size of eggs 
is also a little better 


SUMMARY OF LEADING PENS. 
Figures are Eggs and Points respectively. 


Section 1A. ‘Light Breeds)—Miss E. Hlvidge (W.L.), 63, 682; 
Sounress of Strafford (Bk. Br.). 40, 427; Dr. H. Corner (W.L., 
29, 323: Mrs. D. A.- Fowler (B.L.), 43, 442; Sir J. Fitzgerald (W.L.), 
45, 472; W. Poupart (B.Br.), 35. 373. 

Section LR (Heavy Breeds).—Sir J. Fitzgerald (L.S.), 63, 748 ; 
H. Pickford (R.1.R.), 53, 628; A. R. Winpenny (W.W.), 70, 752; E. 
Fownes (W.W.), 68, 740; R. F. Daintree (R.I.R.), 57, 651; G. Rose 
(R.1.R.), 22, 444. 

Section 3. Single Birds, Light Breeds._J. N. Williams (W.1..), 
21, 423: R. W. Baker (W.L.), 15. 152, A. W. Brown (B.L.), 16, 208; 
J. N. Williams (W.L.), 13, 130; F. E. Robinson (W.L.), 1, 10; W. 
Pullen (W.L.), 1, 10. 

Section 3. Heavy Breeds.—G. G. May (W.W.). 21, ni WEES tps) O 
Robinsen (W.W), 19, 215. 


ANGLESEY AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 


ANGLESEY COUNTY EGG-LAYING TRIALS. 


The figures for the second period of four weeks is now to 
hand There are 18 pens in the test with four birds to a pen. 
e the birds are laying, and a large mumber of them are put- 
ing up a ver7 good record. One can expect an improvement In 
the size cf the eggs. The birds are all healthy and _ vigorous 

The following is a> record of the leading pens in the two sec- 
tions for the second period (12th November to 9th December). 
togetner with the sccres for the first period (15th October to 
iith November). Marks for the various grade of eggs are allowed 
on the scale recommended by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. 

Figures are Eggs and Points to date respectively. 


Heavy Section—Mr. Freeman, Penmynydd (W.W.), 168, 2007; 
Mr. Svan Williams, Liamgefni (L.S.), 136, 1648; Mr. W. \M. Wooff. 
Brynteg (W.W.), 164, 1637; Miss G. N. Holme, Beaumaris (W.W.), 
ii, 1546. 

Light Section.—Mr. J. N. Williams, Holyhead (W.L.), 159,-1730, 


5 ones, Llangefni (W.L.), 156, 1603; Mr. John Jones, Lian- 
| ee ray 141, 1533: Dr. J. O. Williams, Bryngwyn (WL: 
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NORTHERN UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 


LAYING COMPETITION, 1925-26. 


First Report—November ist to November Sth, 1925, 


All competitors arrived in splendid thealth for the test, not a 
single bird being objected to or rejected, although quite a few 
will be quite a long time before they can be expected to contri- 
bute to the egg basket On the other hand, some that in ay 
pearance nad been laying some time. are likely to moult. 


The cveather for the first few days was umsettled, and open 
frost set in om the eighth day, and has continued up to close 
of the first month. But although the frost has been unusually 
severe, we have had a good many hcurs* of sumshine, very little 
wind, and no fog here. Altogether this period, in spite of the 
frost, has been pleasant for birds and attendants. 


The health has: been excellent, mot a single bird requiring 
hospital treatment, and the yield of eggs has shown a steady rise. 


DUCK SECTION. 
In contradistinction to the pullets, these competitors have 
pract cally ceased to lay. and for mo othcr reason. { think, than 
the intense ground temperature. All ave in good health, No 62 


Leing the only duck to comtinue in lay tor the whole period 


EGu PRODUCTION OF LEADING PENS. 
Figures are Eggs and Points to date respectively. 


Section No. 1, Chantpionship.—Leslie Williams (W.W.), 94, 84; 
Mrs M. Crookes ‘R.1.B.), 53, 59. 

__Sectior No, 2, White Leghorns.—Richard Hamrriscn, 88, 38; 
William Dugdale, 81, 21: Robert H. Fryers, 77, 77; Major H. F. RB. 
Griffith, 72, 72. 

Section Na. 3. White Wyandottes—Dr J. E. Helm, 98, 9; 
one S Fothergill, 95, 95; Arthur White. 91, 91; Margaret Wilson, 

Section No. 4 Any Other Variety (Non-Sitting)._K. A. Craw- 
ford (W. La B., $8: James Stuart (B.L.), 31; Owen Rawlinson 
(BL); 28; Mrs J. H. Hill (B.1L.), 24. 

Section No. 5, — Any Other Variety (Sitting). — E. A. Tingle 
and Son ‘RIR.), 9t. 91; Gilbert A. Leonard (B.R.), @. 85; Severn 
Modei Poultry Farm (B.R.), 59, 59; J: Ashworth (R.1-R.). 50, 50. 

Section No. 6, Small Breeders.—Mrs. Clana Egar, 48, 48. 

Section No, 7. Cross-Breds.—Mrat Clara Egar, 33, 33. 

Saction No. 8. Two Birds.—Eustace A. Wilkinson (W.W.), <1. 
31; Mrs. 13° McKeown (W.W ), 22, 22; A. Hargreaves (W.W.), 16, 
16- Hemry Purves (W.W.), 16, 16; Andrew Viasey (W.L.), 10, 10. 

Section No. 9. Single Bird.—Crossgar Pedigree U.P. Farin 
(R.LRB.), 21, 21: Severn Model Poultry Farm (B.R.), 20, 203 Re A: 
and A. M. Johnson (W.W.), 19, 19; Miss R. K. Tallis (W.W.), 8. 18 

Section No. 0. Local Section.—Richard Harrison, 56, 56; 
Albert Helliw2ll, 52, 52, John Gill, 48, 48. 

Section No. lt. Ducks.—E. W. Putmam (K.-C.), 38, 38; Wiison 
Renitie (K.-C), 27, 27; G. H. H. Simmons (K.-C.), 22, 22; Oscar © 
Brown (K.-C.), 16, 16. 

Section No. 12. Single Ducks:—G. H. H. Simmons-(K.-C.), 21, 21 
R. A and A. M. Johnscn (K.C.), 13, 13; W. E. Haycock (K.-C.), 11 
41; A. Deuby Wilkinson (K.-C.), 6, 6. 


Telephone No.: Maidstone 542. 
Maidstone Poultry Farm, 
Barming, Nr. Maidstone. 
18th December, 1925. 
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To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.’ 


Dear Sir,—-At the Poultry Club’s Utility Com- 
mittee Meeting, held on the 11th December, I was 
requested to write the Poultry Press and ask then: 
to announce through their columns to members ot 
the Poultry Club that we shall be pleased to re- 
ceive any suggestions or resolutions that they may 
have, which would lead to a useful discussion and 
the advancement of that side of the fancy which 
this committee represents. 

If members will send along to me thei sug- 
gestions I will see that they are laid before the 
committee as early as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 


W. VENN CARR, 
Hein. Sec. Poultry Club, 
Utility Committee. 


KX iG db. 


December 25rd, 1925, 


Market Report. 
“SRS EE RE " 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE RETURNS, WEEK ENDING 
FRIDAY, 18th DECEMBER, 1925, 


GRAIN AND FEEDING STUFFS.—British wheat. is in rather 
slower demand and cheaper at most markets, the average quota- 
tion being 12s. 8d. per cwt. as compared with 12s lid. last week. 
imported wheat is also cheaper, No. 1 Manitoba averaging 16s. 
per cwt., a reduction of 9d. per cwt. on the week. British 
malting barley continues to meet a slow trade, but recent rates 
are maintained, except at Londom, where average prices have 
declined from 12s. 6d. to 12s. per cwt. Trade for home-grown 
feeding barley has varied at the different markets, but the 
average quotation is unchanged at 8s. 8d. per cwt. Importeu 
feeding barley is generally in little demand, but is dearer at 
Liverpool and London. English oats are in fair request and 
Maintain recent values, while at London prices have advanced 
owing to an improved trade. imported oats mostly sell at late 
rates. a 

Bran is in moderate supply and recent rates are fully held, 
while coarse middlings are in little request and cheaper at 
Liverpcol and London. Meals are in rather better demand and 
quotations for barley and maize meals have advanced at some 
centres, while other descriptions sell at recent values. Oileakes 
generally meet an improved trade, linseed cake being dearer 11 
all markets, while’ cotton-seed cake is mostly unchanged in 
price. 

_ MILLZRS’ OFFALS.—bran (British): Bristol, £9; Hull, £7 17s; 
Liverpool, £8 10s; London, £8 2s. Broad Bran: Hull, £9 7s; 
London, £9 2s. Middlings :—Fine (imported): London, £9; Ooarse 
British): Bristol, £9 7s: Hull, £9; Liverpool, £8 10s; London, 
£7 17s. Pollards (Imported): Bristol, £7 128; Hull, £6 15s; Liver- 
pool, £6 15s, London, £6.17s. Rice Bran: Bristol, £7 10s: Liver- 


pool, £7 2s. MEAUL.—Barley Meal: Bristol, £10 7s; Hull, £10; 
London, £10 /s. Maize Meal: Bristol, £11 i0s; Hull, £10 7s; 
Liverpool, £10 2s: London, £10 7s. 


y Maize Meal (8S. African): 
Bristol, £9 17s; Hull, £8 10s; liverpool, £8 12s; London, £9 2s. 
Maize Germ Meal: Hull, £10 58; London, £9 15s. Maize Glute! 
feed: bristol, £11; London, £9 1s. Locust Bean Meal: Bristol, 
410; Hull, £10; Liverpool, £9 10s; London, £9 12s. Bean Mea!. 
Bristol, £13 10s; Huli, tli 13s. London, £12 5s. Fish Meal: 
Bristol, £21 10s; Hull, £20 10s: Liverpool, £20; London, £20. 


EGGS AND DEAD POULTRY. 


British eggs continue to become more 
are slow at declining quotations. 
considerably reduced, but ‘‘ seconds ” hold their price. Dead 
poultry is plentiful. Turkeys are arriving in good condition 
and the demand has improved, best quality birds being a little 
dearer on the week at 1s. 4d. to 1s. 6d. per lb. compared with 
is. 8d. to 1s. 10d. in the corresponding week last year. 
= W eek-end Prices—Hegs (per 1ZU): Kritish, 30s 6d; Irish, 29s 6d, 
28s 6d; Danish, 3is 3d, 30s 3d: Dutch, 30s 0d, 27s 6d; French, 
298 0d, 27s 9d; Belgian, 29s 6d, 28s 6d; Italian, 24s 6d, 20s 6d: 
egyptian, 11s 6d, lis 0d; Lithuanian, 19s 6d, 17s 6d: Polish, 17s 0d, 
19s 6d; Chinese, 15s od, 13s 3d; Russian, 17s 6d, 14s 6d; Australian, 
Ae 8d, 228 od;\ Stytian, 19s 00) 17a Si; Areaating. TES oh 14s 6d; 
American, 18s 6d, 18s 0d; Californiam, 21s 9d, 20s 9d. : 

Dead Poultry (per Ib.): Fowls—Surrey, 1s 5d, is 2d; Irish, 


1s 2d, 1s 0d; Others, is 5d, 1s id Ks S - = 
113, 10d. ‘Turkeys, is 5d, 1s 3a. “On 18 44, 1s 1d Geese, 


> plentiful, and sales 
Selected imported eggs are also 


LGGB. 

_.Per Doz.—Ashford: First, 3s 1d; Second, 2s 11d. Birmingham. 
First, 3s 24d; Second, 2s 92d. Bridgwater: First, 2s 1isd; Second, 
2s 7d. Chelmsford: First, 3s 13d; Second, 2s 9d. Colchester: First, 
3s Od; Second, 2s. 83d. Doncaster: First, 4s Od; Second, 3s 9d. 
Dorchester: First, 2s Std; Second, 2s 43d. Exeter: First, 3s 3d. 
Hereford: First, 2s 6d. King’s Lynn: First, 3s 0d; Second, 2s 9d. 
Llandilo: First, 3s od; Second, 3s 3d. Mold: First, 3s 9d: Second, 
3s 6d. Newport (Mon.): First, 3s 3d; Second, 3s 0d. Norwich: 
first, 3s 3d; Second, 2s 10d. Oswestry: First, 2s 9d. Penzance. 
First, 28 6d; Second, 2s 5d. Saffron Walden: First, 3s 13d; Second, 
2s 63d. St. Ives (Hunts): First, 3s 3d: Second, 3s 1d. Salisbury: 
First, 2s 8d; Second, 2s 6d. Skipton: First, 3s 6d; Second, 3s 3d. 


Truro: First, 2s 4d. Welshpool: First, 3s 4d; Second, 3s Od. 
*Carlisle: First, 3s Od. *Derby: First, 3s 2d. *Ipswich: First, 
3s 3d. *Lincoln: First, 3s 6d. *Shrewsbury: First, 3s 3d; Second, 
5s Od. *York: First, 3s 8d: Second, 3s 74d. 
FOWLS. 
Per lb.—Birmingham: First, 1s 3d; Second, 9d. Doneaster . 


First, t5s 3d; Second, +4s 6d. Exeter: First, 1s 3d. Hereford: 
First, 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Liandilo: First, 1s 8d; Second, 1s 5d. 
Newport (Mon.): First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 2d. Skipton: First, is 6d. 


Truro: First, is 4d. *Derby: First, +5s 6d; Second, +4s 0d. 
*Ipswich: First, 1s 6d; Second, 1s 4d. *Lincoln: First, +5s 6d; 
Second, {4s 0d. *Shrewsbury: First, 1s 6d: Second, 1s 3d. *York: 
First, t5s 0d; Second, 44s 6d. 


(Continzéd 2t Foot. of Next Column). 
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XMAS HOLIDAYS. 


For our issue, dated December 30th, we shall 
he closing for press one day earlier than usual. 
New advertisements and alterations of copy for 
that issue must therefore reach us on or before 
FIRST POST THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24th. 


a 


DUCKS. 


Per lb.—Birmingham:; First, is 2d; Second, 10d. Doncaster: 
First, +68 0d; Second, tbs Od. Exeter: First, is 2d. Hereford:| 
first, 1s 2d; Second, is 0d. Llandilo: First, 1s 8d; Second, 1s 5d.| 
Skipton: First, 1s 5d. Truro: First, 1s 4d. *Derby: First, +5s 6d; | 
Second, 44s 6d; ‘*Ipswich: First, is 4d. *Shrewsbury: First, | 
1s 6d; Second, 1s 3d. *York: First, {5s 6d: Second, t5s 0d. : 


* At these markets the prices quoted are for sales by pro-| 
ducers direct to consumers. At other markets prices are those 
pai@ to producers by retailers. + Per head : 
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A Happy New.Year to You! But, 


IF YOU WANT TO BE REALLY HAPPY AND FREE FROM WORRY YOU MUST SEND YOUR 


ORDERS TO 
Consistent Success. 
1922. 1923, 
A.K.F., of Berkhamsted, writes: a Winchmore Hill, 11 1/23. 


“I have trapnested the pullets I bought 
from you in September, and they are 
already all of them L2, although they 
have still some weeks to spare to com- 
plete the winter test.” 


‘“IT am so very satisfied with the... 
pullets hatched from your sittings last 
season; they have been wonderful layers 
this winter and such good sized eggs.”’ 

(Sgd.) J. A. 


S Estry, Kent. 

=. or . w EB = ter IY /2 93 
3 I got 52 chicks gut of the 52 eggs - RelEr, LUlAI 20. ° 
2 you sent me (Glevum Incubator). I have tested the Rhode eggs this 


evening. . . and find as last year 100 per 
cent. fertility. fPhis again speaks well for 
your stock, “and I am delighted. . . The 
chicks are ail doing fine . . . sturdy, and 
eon first rate.”’ 


(Sed.) H. E. M.A, 


1924. 

Mrs. Esplin, Inchture, N.B., writes 
i (4/1/24) : 

“I had 34 lovely chicks from the eggs 
I got from you last year—only one in- 
fertile. I am so pleased with your stock 

.-. We never had so many eggs in 
winter before . . it must be the STRAIN.” 


(Sed.) H. F.C 


Lee 


1925. 


Mrs. G. W. Darras Hall writes: 

‘“ Having tested your eggs we find only 
one clear... we got 33 chicks out of 
36 eggs.”’ 


*s, 


Iikesten, Derbyshire. 
“ Received chicks, for which I thamk 
you. ..for robustness and type they 


ig 


ee 


surpass anything I have seen—they have L. C. L., Ashstead, writes: 
settled down and doing splendidly.’’ ‘“T am very pleased: with the 1924 
(Sgd.) J. W. pullets I got from you.” 


Mrs. ATHOL STUART, Ms.P.B.A.. 


OAKLANDS, BOXMOCOR, HERTS. 
Specialist Breeder of Trapnested and Blood-tested 


Rhode Island Reds and White Leghorns. 


HATCHING ECCS, 7/6, °15/- and 21/- per dozen. 
(SEE MY BLOOD-TESTED REGISTERED PEN.) 


gir? a ane OK 


EXAMINE MY FOOD PRICES. 
SEE “ECCS,” DECEMBER 9th. 


SLEEP AT NICHT, 
KNOWING YOUR CHICKS ARE RICHT. 


Young's 
“Delecta”’ 
Chick Feed 


PUREST AND BEST—HENCE CHEAPEST. 
THE BEST BONE AND MUSCLE BUILDER. 
SEND FOR SAMPLE — JUDGE YOURSELF. 


No. 1,18/6 No. 2, 18/- 


Per Cwt., F.O.R. HORLEY. 


Prices quoted Carriage Paid. Ton lots at substantial re- . 


duction. Nothing but Finest Groats, Cut Wheat, Maize 
Grits or Cooked Flaked Maize. . Obtainable only from— 


F. A. YOUNG Junr., 


Farmers’ Service Stores, STATION ROAD, HORLEY. 
Bankers: Barclays, Horley. "Phone: Horley 279. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Unsolicited Testimonials Sent. 


The : 
Eclipse 
Poultry 
Houses 


Manufactured 
by a 
PRACTICAL 
POULTRY 
FARMER. 


Early Hatched | 
COCKERELS | 


7 in our five varieties. 


From Individually Recorded Hens. 


R.IR. W.W, 
W.L. - B.L. 
L.S. 

The ‘‘ Heydown” strains are the SAFETY 
STRAINS by reason of the fact that they are 
the result of many years continuous trap- 
nesting of 2,000 pullets and hens. In 
addition to this, all breeding stock at 
‘“Heydown’’ has been tested by qualified 
bacteriologists, and shown negative results 


for B.W.D. 


JOHN H. DOWDEN & SON, 


“Heydown,” Heathfield, Sussex. 


A No. II. 
(60 ft. x 12 ft.) 

Supplied to 
Capt. J. C. Sutton, J 
Parklands, 4 
“Mayes — Green, 


Ockley, Surrey. 


SATISFACTORY VENTILATION IS PROVED BY RESULTS, NOT BY THEORY ONLY. 


Our own éxperience over a period of nearly 10 years~ with *‘‘ Eclipse ”’ Houses has been absolute immunity from colds, 
rowp, oe kindred ailments amongst the stock so housed, : 

This we believe would also be the testimony of all our customers. With these houses FLOOR VENTILATION is not e 

necessary, but is provided for and obtained when desired by the simple adjustment of window buttons. : 


y SRcpe P ‘c : . 
Fullest erfquiries and (nspection invited. 


HERBERT W. MARTIN, Exve"4,rouuty ran « aPruness notte | 
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| Editorial. 
| : . 
3REEDING FOR PRODUCTION—(Continued), 


_Now I am coming toa <ore point. This question 


Mege size. One of our biggest distributors re- 
atly stated that there had been 4 marked 


cline in the size of the British egg in recent 


@ars. I forget the actual decrease, but it was 
fry marked. We compare very unfavourably in 
@s respect with the imported egg, and it is 


®nerally assumed that the foreigner sends us his 
€st and consumes the smaller. ones at home. 
Mat is not correct. He does not produce the 
umiber of small eggs we do here. The reason 
% this is that the average production of the 
lamish, Dutch or French hen is considerably lower 
tan our bred-to-lay stock. I have already men- 
oned the effect of precocity on the size of egg, 
ad in my view this is the chief cause of the 
Ouble, but it is not the only cause. With some 
feeds the small €gg is inherited. The Wyan- 
Met an example. You are aware that the 
bright Bantam, the Hamburgh, and the Light 
@hma all enter into the composition of the 
Yandottes. From the Hamburgh it inherits its 
lohficacy, and from the same breed and the 
mtam, the small eggs. 

The idea is very commonly held that by select- 
g only the large eggs for incubation you will 
Prove size of eggs; that is a very mistaken 
@ The size of egg from which a chick is 
fiehed is no indication of the size of egg which 
Will lay. The selection of hens for egg size is 
comparatively easy matter. If you trapnest, no 
M should be included which did not lay two ounce 
@s after she had been laying three months. I 
mld go further and Say, after ten weeks, and 
# average weight of her eggs for the full year 
suid be at least 24 ozs. Your greatest difficulty 
Ibe with the male bird. The advice so freely 
€n that, in order to improve size of egg, you 
duld mate to the son of a large-egg dam, is to 
me extent*sound, but only to a limited extent. 
1S not only necessary that you should have the 
Ms record of ege size, but of the sire’s dam 
#a generation back on either side. Even then 
Mmating is likely to prove disappointing, for 
all ege is dominant to la rge, and quite 60 per 
WS of the pullets from such a mating are hkely 
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to inherit the small egg from the dam rather than 
the large egg of the sire. You can only attain 
your object by the most careful mating, and per- 
sistent selection. In-the choice -of the male the 
greatest care must be displayed. The introduction 
of a male from a small-egg dam to a pen of hens 
carefully selected for size of egg would wreck all 
your chances of success. 

Now as to systems of breeding. To be perfectly 
frank, I cannot recommend any system. Line- 
breeding I have already mentioned. It may be 
successful with other stock. Our exhibition 
breeders practice it successfully, but they are not 
breeding for production, and have not to contend 
with the effects of production. 

The real basis of all success is the selection of 
the individual. There is the group or family sys- 
tem, and the various charts drawn up ‘by those 
who are mathematically inclined. What is the use 
of your chart if the distant cousin you should mate, 
according to it, to your best hen is undersized or 
lias a crooked breast bone? You would be far 
safer in mating her to her brother or son if they 
were better birds. 

You cannot say how closely you can breed unless 
you study the individual, but it is the mdividual 
that counts. You must not rely on a paper pedi- 
gree, 1.e., a trapnest record. He must possess the 
characteristics of the layer, the size, and the con- 
stitutional vigour. 


Then I say, success depends entirely on 
selection. Never forget, ‘tis the individual that 
counts. Be sure he is “ pure’ for the factors 


which made for high egg 
already been enumerated, 
system I can recommend. 
Now, may I deal with the subject which I put to 
you as a proposition and not as a fact? Its. 
That high fecundity is not inherited ; that 
a hen only transmits the constitution which 
permits the full expression of the racial 
character fecundity, and that this probably 
depends upon the composition of the blood. 
If you mate a highly fecund dam.to a low fecund 
male there will be very wide variation in the pro- 
duction of the progeny. A few will give records 
almost as good as their dam, and you will get 
them grading down to as low as their sire’s dam, 
and you do find, although I do not wish to insist 
on this point, that the lowest and the highest will 
be about the same percentage of the flock. My 
point is, then, that the female transmits the racial 
chanaicter fecundity in an equal degree to all her 


production, which have 
and that i¢ the only 
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progeny, but they cannot all inherit her constitu- 
tion, and it will depend on the degree in which 
they inherit the constitution of the dam or sire, 
as to whether they are high, medium, or low 
producers. 
We may get the few who will inherit 90 per cent. 
of the constitution of the dam. In that event they 
will be high producers. We may also get the few 
which will inherit 90 per cent. of the constitution 
of the sire, and they will be poor producers, be- 
cause his constitution inhibits the full expression 
of the racial chanacter. You will note the differ- 
ence in the external characteristics of the high 
and low producer, and you will note, too, that 
these characters are apparent before egg  pro- 
duction begins. Mr. Hadlington, the New South 
Wales Government expert, made the following 
miatings :— 
A. Leghorn cockerel to six Leghorn hens 
and six Game hens. 
B. Game cockerel to six Leghorn hens and 
six Game hens. 

The Leghorn cockerel was the son of a 293-egg 

nen. . 

Unfortunately we have only flock and not trap- 
nest records, which would have been more helpful. 
The progeny of the 

Leghorn-Game cross averaged 112 eggs per hen. 

Game-Leghorn cross averaged 117 eggs per hen. 

Pure Leghorns averaged 193 eggs per hen. 

Pure Game averaged 51 eggs per hen. 

What are we to gather from these records? Are 
we to conclude that the sire was unable-.to trans- 
mit his dam’s fecundity to the progeny of the Game 
hens, but was able to do in the case of the Leg- 
horns because the genetical constitution differed ? 
{ suggest that all the dam transmitted was the 
racial character, fecundity. The Leghorn cross 
have better results than the pure Game, because 
they partook of the physical constitution of the 
Leghorn male, which enabled them to give fuller 
expression to a character which they had in- 
herited from their dam’s. In the case of the 
Game-Leghorn cross, what occurred was that the 
female progeny was unable to give full expression 
to the character fecundity, because it was inhibited 
by the constitution of the male, which they shared 
with that of the Leghorn dams. 

[t has never been suggested that a poor layer 
has a less perfect ovary Or oviduct than a good 
one. 

If we observe a moulting hen we note that the 
secondary sexual organs (the comb and wattles } 
shrivel ag the ovary becomes inactive, and the 
feathers begin to drop. This is due, not to the 
dropping of the old feather, but to the develop- 
ment of the new, which pushes out the old, and 
the nourishment required for the new feather 1s 
diverted so that the fowl ceases to lay, and only 
resumes when the new feather is fully developed. 
Hens with great wealth of feather are almost in- 
(Continued at Foot of Next Column). 
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Modern Poultry F eeding. 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


MAIZE AND OTHER THINGS. 


I have received the following letter from Ca 


Keith Douglas :— 


“Re Mr. G. H. Palmer’s letter in your 18 
of December 2nd. It may, as evidence 
the other side, interest readers to know t 
maize is fed on this farm to all birds as 
grain feed, excepting pullets up to about 
months. About haif a dozen handfulls 
wheat are thrown into the ltter about 10 a 
(to each 50 birds) as an exercise feed. IL 
not entirely convinced that this 1s necessi 
Except for this the only grain feed is at m 
_kibbled maize. This is fed in troughs 
the pullets and thrown in litter_to old hi 
Of four pens of January and February , 
Red pullets, 200 birds—50 per pen—each 
has laid cver 70 per cent., having laid s 
July. They are now slacking off a bit and 
ing round about 40 per. cent. Only a 
seven pullets out of the 200 have shown 
signs of partial moult, food box capacity 
also more than doubled this year. Dry mat 
your formula always ‘before them. 
pullets have been broody—one five days, 
three. All birds are intensively kept in $ 
roof house, 16 x 25 per 100 bird capa 
Top 3 ft. of part of house always open al 
year round. The nest boxes come under 
then there is another opening, 4 inches ¢ 
running the whole length of the house, v 
enables the birds to reach the drinking v 
which runs outside the house in gutte| 
supplied from main. 
The house’ is furnished with a 3 ft. 
glass hood to stop driving rain, but not 


i ne 


variably poor layers, so that one may a 
whether correctly or incorrectly remains t 
seen, that if a hen is constitutionally in« 
towards great wealth of feather, or for that m 
to excessive fat, she is inhibited from givin! 
fullest expression to the racial character. 
We have heard a great deal as to “‘ mode 
heritance’’ respecting egg production, al 
appears a very complex problem on whic 
scientists are unable to agree, but can w 
away from the fact that every hen is hatche 
the same number of ovulas or potential eggs 
that I.cannot understand what is meant 
term ‘‘mode of inheritance ”’ in this conne 
but then you see we are all very simple at t 
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out light; there is ridge ventilation the whole 
length. 


I give details of house to show the con- 
ditions under which these birds are that are 
heavily fed on maize. 

The only breeds kept are R.I.R. and W.W. 
The Leghorn was given a fair trial—so Leg- 
horns against 55 W.W. At the end of the year 
the average returns per bird for eggs was 63d. 
more in favour of the Wyandottes; there was 
a loss of tod. per cockerel on the Leghorns 
raised, and a profit of 4s. 6d. on the W. Wyan- 
dotte cockerels. At the end of the 2nd year, 
when the hens were sold as W.W. hens, aver- 
aged 2/3 more per bird. 

The first year the food was weighed in, and 
the difference in consumption was not notice- 
able, as a hen will lay up to 22 Ibs. and. more 
weight of eggs. The amount extra it eats to 
keep up an extra 1% lbs. of body weight over 
another breed is not an important factor. 
Iam afraid I must ask your pardon for get- 
ting so far from the original subject, but T 
have wanted to get this off my chest for 
some time.”’ : 


Mr. Palmer may, of course, say that maize only 
ichieves immediate results, but | fecl sure he wil! 
gree that this is a matter of observation. There 
ire some individuals in every flock who would have 
his tendency to put on internal fat, and to them 
Ewould be unwise to feed maize liberally. Again, 
yhen heavy breed pullets come through the moult 
Bere is a tendency to put on fat before they once 
Ome into production. At such a time it would 
© unwise to feed maize ad. lib., but when they 
Mice start laying again maize can be fed with good 
Ssults. Of course, one would not feed it so freely 
3 old hens as to pullets. 


M1 see the old controversy has broken out again 
§ to whether artificial light 1s forcing or not. 
ter all, it 2¢ really a question of feeding, the 
lea being that the birds need an extra feed for 
production during the short winter days. 
Some American experiments have shown that 
fds which are fed under light prove but poor 
feeders, and this would tend to indicate that the 
%ding ‘by artificial light was forcing. 
There, however, is the question of our going to 
&tremes which we generally do, and I should like 
Hsee tests carried out in this direction. It is 
Srfectly certain that if the birds are fed under 
flificial light for any length of time (by that I 
ans a couple of hours each night) that it does 
Mount to what is called ‘‘ forcing.” 
I think it would be a totally different matter if 
l€y were to just get the small feed which would 
e the difference between a sufficiency in a long 
WW, and an insufficiency during the short days 
1 long nights. | 
ie 
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The Poultry Housing Factor and 
Winter Egg Production. 


By PROF. WILLARD C. THOMPSON, 


Director of the National Institute of Poultry Husbandry, 
Newport, Salop, Hngland. 


Continued from Page 420. 


The first feature is, I venture to say, 
SUFFICIENT LIGHT. It is important that the 
poultry laying house should have sutncient light 
to give the fowls contained therein during the all- 
too-short working days ot the winter season the 
longest possible duration of working light. In 
another way, sufficient sunlight admitted to the 
laying house during winter days is wonderfully 
tonic in its effects upon the health of the fowls. 
Ferhaps it is the violet or curative ray at work. 
Perhaps it is the cheering warmth of the sun’s rays, 
and their tendency to keep the litter dry and com- 
fortable, as well as more sanitary. At any rate, 
the winter laying house should be well lhghted. 
The floor area, where the hens actually work,*ts 
the part that should have few dark spots on it. 
{ like to use a type of construction that will have 
a sufficiently high frontage to allow of ample 
window space in that wall which we preferably 
face towards the south, from whence we are to 
secure longest possible duration of sunlight. I 
like, further, to place some windows in the reaz 
wall near the floor, so that the floor area is prac- 
tically equally lighted. It helps much in inducing 
the fowls to keep the litter evenly distributed, and 
tends to force them to make use of the whole 
floor area. This means that we might possibly 
arrive at more or less of a rule. Mine is to allow 
approximately 54 square feet of window space 1n 
the front wall for each 5 square feet of floor area, 
and about one-seventh as much window space in 
the rear wall as we have in the front wall. In 
the National Poultry Institute 20 ft. depth 
Multiple Unit Laying House, plans for which are 
before you to-day, this rule is very closely applied. 
I am findine that the house which we have erected 
after this plan is ideally lghted. 


Next after sufficient light, I am tempted to put 
EFFICIENT VENTILATION, and in the same 
breath to indicate that it is equally as important 
a factor to the health of the layers. Hens require 
a relatively enormous amount of fresh air. The 
expiring breath of the hen is extremely moisture 
laden, as her respiratory apparatus performs the 
functions of the sweat glands, which the hen has 
not, and some of the functions of the urinary 
system, in giving off poisonous by-products, in 
form of moisture through the expiring breath. 
Unventilated, the hen house will soon become 
damp and moisture-laden. Proper ventilation 
cares for many damp poultry houses. Proper 
ventilation furnishes the hens, fairly closely housed 
as thev are, with sufficient fresh air. This must 
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be done without creating draugnts. I feel that it 
is vitally important that the hoor area on which 
the fowls must spend their working days, as weli 
as the perching departments, should be tree from 
chill draugnts, and yet in many a winter poultry 
house [ have seen sutficient breeze blowing across 
the floor area to move teathers and bits of straw 
about. Jt 1s most important to cut out all pos- 
sibilities of Hoor draughts. Let in the fresh aur, 
but have it under control. I like some open front 
in the laying house, preferably near the top, and I 
like an air out-take in the peak of the ridge of 
the house, so that the movement of air within 
the house is most vigorous. up above the fowls 
themselves, and therepy gently changes -the air 
beneatn. In the Multiple Unit laying house before 
you ventilation is taken care of by means of open- 
able window panes, a narrow wired intake above 
the glass windows in the front wall, and by the 
adjustaiosle ventilator, home-made, which is over 
the central partition between the two pens in this 
particular house. Such a ventilator is needed only 
about every forty feet in a long house. 

And then ROOMINESS. ‘Time is fleeting, and [ 
must hurry on. In the average winter laying 
house, btult for intensive, closed-in sort of manage- 
ment, I lke to allow approximately four square 
feet of floor space for each laying fowl contained 
therein. In case of Leghorns and the lighter, 
smaller, more active types of fowls, slightly less 
need be allowed per bird, and in case of heavier 
types this figures holds as it 1s given. 

Closely related to this last factor is SIZE OF 
FLOCK. I am convinced that the smaller flock 
wins out every time in actual percentage of egz 
production which can be induced from them, but 
there is an economic limit beyond which it is im- 
practical for the average poultry-keeper to go in 
dividing up his layers into small flocks, and in the 
larger flocks, up to a certain point at least, there 
1s as much profit to be realised, when labour and 
other items are considered, even though actual 
numbers of eggs may not be quite so high. Per- 
sonally, I feel that one hundred layers is a’ con- 
venient and economical unit for the poultryman to 
use. It is large enough io allow of economical 
handling as to housing and labour, and it is small 
enough to get some of the advantages of the 
smaller unit and to escape some of the dangers 
of the very large flock units. In this house, a 
pen 20 ft. x 20 ft., four hundred square feet of 
floor area is intended for one hundred hens. It 
works. I have tried this size and type for fifteen 
years, and seen it tried on hundreds of poultry 
plants. And if a house works for many, it may 
indeed work efficiently for us. 

CONVENIENT AND EFFICIENT ARRANGE- 
MENT OF INTERIOR must never be lost sight of 
in planning a good laying house, and further, we 
must not forget that two parties are concerned-— - 
the hens and the man. From the hen’s viewpoint, 
which is most important, the interior should be so 
arranged as to have all fixtures, as nests, etc., up 
off the floor, and the entire floor area left for 
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working space for the hens. The hens wan 
plenty of nest room, one nest for every four 0 
live hens, and nests large enough to allow hen; 
free access and turning room, tor this prevent 
much breakage. The average hen needs a nal 
about fourteen inches square. The nests shoul 
be in a quiet, more or less secluded place, as alon; 
sidewalls, or under the droppings boards, as 
this plan. The water supply and the food hopper, 
should be on raised platforms, thus making ever 
inch of floor space available, and the fixtures mori 
convenient to the man. From the man’s view 
point, head room is tmportant, and yet he mus 
yield sufficiently on this point to keep costs down 
1 like the two-thirds span roof because it allow 
plenty of head room while providing a house styl) 
otherwise quite suitable to the hens. If the heigh 
of the rear wall be something lke five feet, an 
that of the front wall about seven feet six, bot} 
hen and man should come near being <satished. 


Lastly, the well-arranged laying house must Bb. 
SANITARY, as it must constantly protect th 
health of the fowlsin it. This falls essentially int 
two parts. Suitable provision must be made fo 
the collection of the manure giver off while fowl 
are on the perches at night. The droppings boart 
system is most sanitary, and in the end labou 
saving, while at the same time not taking a 
of the floor space, permitting low back wall win 
dows, and providing a means whereby valuabl 
poultry manure may be gathered without much, 1 
any, contaminating litter, and properly stored. fo 
later use on the soil,. where it proves a worth ¢ 
something like four to five pounds per ton. W 
should conserve it carefully. I lke best to locat| 
the perches and droppings boards on the rea 
wall, back as far as possible from the front of th 
house, as night comes on and the fowls becom 
inactive and still. Keep the perches at least fiftee: 
inches away from the rear wali, and allow at leas) 
twelve inches between perches, and figure on | 
length of perch sufficient to allow about ten inche 
for each fowl Perches arranged along the rea 
wall provide a uniform night environment for al 
fowls, and this is an advantage. In the secon 
place, sanitation deals with the litter- problem 
The winter laying house should be bedded dow 
with ten to twelve inches of straw, and the hen 
will work and scratch diligently in it, and find 7 
ites suitable and comfortable environment. Fe 
nests J lke wood shavings, dry, clean, an 
absorptive. Chopped straw will do, but keep™ 
clean and dry, whatever is used. 


Those are a few of the important features thé 
seem to me should be found in any modern an 
efficient laying house. They do not entail ex 
pense, but they can all be incorporated in th 
simplest sort of design, as has been done in thi 
20 ft. Multiple Unit house. Keep the unit as nea 
square as you can, and you will keep the cost « 
housing per fowl down to a minimum. Squa 
buildings are always economical in the enclosin 
of space. 
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The properly-built laying house is worthy of 

preservation, and it is a matter of economy to do 
so always. We are using creosote or brown solig- 
hum’ as an exterior paint at the Institute, and 
‘white distemper for the inside. The latter might 
“seem an extravagance at first thought, but we find 
it is far from that. It so brightens the interior as 
‘to be worth domg for that advantage alone. It 
preserves the timbers and need only be redone 
after several years. 


I must apologise for the length of my paper, but 
the subject is a big one, and I find difficulty in 
Knowing just where to cut and where to stop 

Success in poultry-keeping is made up of the 
working together of many little details, no one 
alone standing out as sufficient unto itself. It is 
like the man who sought his doctor, saying that 
he felt washed out and weak. His doctor told him 
to take a pill and a teaspoonful of whisky after 
each meal, and report back in six months. At the 
end of that time he went back and reported no 
improvement. The doctor asked if he had taken 
the pill and the whisky? He said that he had. 
* And in the manner prescribed?” continued the 
physician, probably suspecting the real situation. 
* Well, said’? the man, ‘‘I must confess that | 
may be a couple of weeks behind on the pills, doc’, 
but I’m six months ahead on the whisky.’’ We 
poultry raisers must not get six months ahead on 
‘the whisky, either literally or figuratively, for we 
must give each contributing factor to successful 
poultry production its proper place in_ the 
prescription. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE §.P.B A. 


So many of our readers are under the impression 
‘that they must nevessarily be scientists, pedigree 
breeders, of farmers on a barge scale to render 
‘themselves eligible for membership of the 5.P.B.A 
This idea is quite incorrect. The S.P.B.A. is out 
to assist all grades of poultry-keepers, from the 
proprietor of the 10,000-hen farm to the imtensivist 
with his dozen or so birds; all are entitled to equal 
benefits. The Five Shilling subscription brings 
With it many advantages, namely: Free Advice by 
Post, a Copy of the Annual Register, the Benefits 
of the Discount System, and many other 
advantages too numerous to mention here. You 
should write for full particulars to the Secretary, 
TOM NEWMAN. The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham, 
Sugsex. The financial year began on 1st September. 


Members who desire to have their copies of 
“Egos”? bound into volumes, but who wish the 
advertisements omitted, can have this done by 
instructing their Bookbinder to this effect, and he 

will see that these pages are not included. 
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Answers to Queries. 


fy ike BDITOL. 


DUCKS, 

Rev. Seymour Shaw, Warcop Vicarage, Westmoreland, will 
answers all queries relating to Ducks. In cases of extreme 
urgency alswer would be direct, otherwise they will appear 
in these columns. 


POST-MORTEMS. 

“ RODIES ” for post-mortem examination should be sent to 
Major C, G, Saunders, D.S.0., B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Tarring 
Road, West Worthing. 

Bodies should be packed amd cent by post immediately after 
death, marked for immediate delivery. The fee is 5s. for a 
reply by post. The name and address of the sender should 
be distinctly marked on the package. Advice of dispatch and 
fee should be sent under separate cover to Major Saunders. 


Readers are particularly desired to observe the above rules when 
sending hirds for post-mortem examination and also as to 
writing their name and address distinctly on the package. 


REPLIES BY POST. 


Replies by post (Not Post-Mcrtems) can only be sent te non- 
members of the S.P.B.A. on payment of a fee of 2%. 6d. per 
letter. These are answered by the Editor, and relate to 
every phase ot poultry-keeping xcept post-mortem examina- 
tions. Members of the S8.P.B.A. are entitled to a reply by post 
by the Editor by virtue of their membership (NOT from 
Major Saunders), 


ALT, questions should be addressed to the Editor. Major Saunders 
does not reply to questions either by post or through these 
columns, except in relation to Post-Mortem Examin 


“Anxious’’ (Bath). The sample of mash sent seems to be 
entirely satisiactory, and I am at a loss to understamd why your 
birds refuse tio eat it, I mote. you say you are feeding on whole 
maize, This is a mistake. It would be much better were you 
10 give it kibbled. Possibly you are feeding too much grain. As 
your birds have free ranga, it is also possible they would mot eat 
s. much mash, If ithey are in good health and production, and 
producing fairly well, I should not worry about the matter. How- 
ever, if you want a good formula, try the following :—2lbs. bran, 
4lbs, middlings, 1lb. Sussex ground oats, llb. maize meal, and 
lib. fish meal, Girain feed with this should be kibbled maize 
or equal parts kibbled maize and wheatt. 


“Beginner’’ (Crawley Dowm) writes as to wheilher he is getting 
a fair retumn from 270 birds, of which 82 are pullets, and the rest 
supposed to be second-year hens. When he took ove: a monith 
ago the egg yield was 50 to 60perday, amd ina fortnight 
dropped to 24 and 25. They were them ettamg a mash in the 
morminz made up of :—Meat meal, middlings; biscuit meal, Sussex 
ground oats, pea meal, and a graim feed at 11 o'clock and 3.30. 
When the egg yield dropped he decided to chiamge the feed. He 
now gives mash in the evening of meat meal 4lbs., muddlings 
12lbs., ground oats 8lbs., alfalfa meal 5lbs., with some boiled 
greens A grain feed at 7.30, 10,30, and 1.30 p.m. Now he is 
giving 30lbs. of mash and 50Ibs. of grain to the 270 head of stock 
per day. At mid-day they get greens tied up, to peck at. He 
sends two samples of Sussex ground oats and one of limestone 
erit, and he is giving oyster shell as well. It is quite obvious 
that my correspondent has adopted the correct nom-de-plume, 
His feeding is wasteful in the extreme. Presumably most of the 
fcrain is not eaten, as approximately it mcans three ounces per 
bird, while, in addition to this, the birds are getting ljozs. of 
mash. He will be wiser if he changes his feeding altogether. 
The addition of boiled greens with alfalfa meal is unmecessary. 
If he has sufficient greens there is no need to feed alfalfa meal, 
whidh is expensive, 1 would sugigest he tries the following mash: 
llb. bran, lib. alfalfa meal, 4!bs. middlings, lb. Sussex ground 
oats, 1b. maize meal, and 1b, fish meal. Give the birds 2ozs. 
of whis per head, weighed when dry. A small scratch feed given 
directly they come irom ithe perch in the moming, say one hand- 
ful between every five birds, amd a good 2ozs. of grain per bird 
as the last feed at night, preferably equal parts knibbled maize 
and wheat. There is no need to use limestone grit and oyster 
shell. The sample of limestone grit ‘he sends is a good one, and 
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not too large. If he has sufficient green stuff—that is to say, 
cabbage, he could Jet this replace the alfalfa meal. Sussex 
gcounds oats at 153. are far better than those at 13s. 6d., which 
are inferior. 


“Alfalfa’’ (Burnley) sends me Biracles of Sussex ground oats- 
at 15s per cwt. He says the traveller from his corn mill told 
him the other: day that sudh a process as grinding oats through 
stones is out of date, and that the millers have ‘‘chucked their 
stones into the ditch,’ amd ace now using up-to-date machinery. 
Tt would not pay them to mse obad:ete things now. My corres- 
pondent asks if this is so. and goes on to ask: “Are Sussex 
ground oats, up im the North especially, merely. a name that 
means nothing?’’ The sample he sends is not Sussex ground 
outs, but is good value far the money, amd would answer the 
same purpose. The traveller is entirely mistaken in saying that 
the millens have ‘‘chucked their stones in the ditch,’’ and are 
usinic’ move up-to-date machinery. The Sussex ground.oat is still 
ground in the old-fashioned way in most of the muilis in Sussex, 
and the samples we ure sending out are ground by what are 
known as “‘peak stones.’” I cannot understand why ‘ground oats 
milled in the North should be called “Sussex’’ ground oaits. 
They certainly should be sold more cheaply, as with the newer 
machinery they should be ground far more quickly. although net 
so finely; they are simply a ground oat, and not “ Sussex ”’ 
ground The sainple of fish meal sept at 23s. 6d. is a good one, 
and the alfalfa meal is first class. It.as generally dusty like 
this when there is so much leaf dn it, The sample cf white 
thirds, or bran, which he sends is a’ good one, but is certainly 
nov better than good ‘thirds or middling zs, The oatmeal flour 1s 
very good and excellent value at 14s. 6d. per cwt. I should 
prefer it to the ground oats which he submits. The thirds are 
just moderate My co miresnondent goes on to make further 
remiurks as 10 dropping boards; whether hey ame necessary or 
not. In my opinion no house is complete without them, especially 
in danyp and wet weather. such as we so often experience, and I 
certainly should never advocate manure pits in any louse 


POST-MORTEMS. 


O B—The post-mortem examination of the cock and cockerel 
revealed identical conditions, viz., extreme emamciation and an 
oedematous condition of ihe wattles. In the case of the cockerel 
the interior of the wattle was becoming necrotic. In my opinion 
there are two distinct conditions «present, viz.:—(i.) Asthenia, 
or going light, as it is sometimes called. (ii.) A local infection 
cf the wattles, contacted through small wounds or abrasions, 
etc. Asthenia is due to bacterial infection of the intestines, 
causing’ a muco-enteritis, which seriously interferes with the 
digestive processes, and hence as accompanied by wasting. Al- 
though not very actively contagious, 1 is advisable to isolate 
birds that. are found to ‘be losing weight, as ithe causative 
organisms are (passed out with the exdretia. Give such birds a 
dose of castor oil to clear the intestines, and then add 15 grains 
of sulpho carbolate of zinc to each gallon of their drinking walter 
for a month; feed generously, mixing cod liver ‘cil with the masn, 
The swollen wattles should be boldly and deeply opened up with 
the kniie, the contents of the swelling pressed out, and the 
wounds freely painted with tincture of “jodine. 


H. K H.-D.-—The post-ma:tem exumination of the White Leg- 
korn hen showed tthat the swelling was of an oedematous nature. 
the condition extending down the neck and over the breast, ail- 
though in a less degree than that around the head and throat 
The internal o:gans showed a. febrile condition, but the pallor 
resulting frei the (bleeding from the dislocated neck made it 
difficult to judge the extent iof this. I have frequently found an 
identical condition in {birds suffering from roup; i many 
advanced cases the subcutaneous tissues were in a casecus con- 
dition It as tawe that these were no discoverable roup jesaons tc 
be found in this bird, but it would net suprise me if- upon 
examination of ithe remiainder of the imeontacts, that that disease 
was found to be present. Tihis condition is not described in any 
of the autharitaltive text books on poultry diseases; it is mot the 
game as oedema, of the wattles and head ornaments, which is 
caused by a local infection by the fowl cholera germs, and I 
have never before come eross. it where visible roup lesions, 
either caiarrhal. pox, or diphtheritic, were not to be found, I 
shou'd be most: interesiled to learn the result of am examination 
of the rest of the flock. 
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Correspondence. 


THE INDUCTION OF VENTILATION AS 
APPLIED TO BROODER HOUSES. 


To the Editor of ‘‘ Eggs.” 


Sir,—The following voluntary communication 
has ‘been sent-to me by a member of the S, (stands _ 
for ‘scientific ” please, Mr. Editor) P.B.A., and [ 
think may be of interest to some readers. 

As I have had but little experience of broodep 
houses I am unable to give the information many 
are writing me for, and would be glad of the oppor= 
tunity to quote the remarks of an authority. p 

I will give the letter, word for word, where it 
concerns the above subject :— | 

| 
| 
APEX AS A BROODER HOUSE. 

It has now been in use for three weeks. During this timer’ 
we have experienced several gales and ‘the extreme cold weather. 
There has been no sign at alll of Carter’s Content.on. In fact, 
it has been proved in the following mammner :— 

A stove is used to heat the compartments for the first few 
days after the chicks are let cut for the first time. | 

Although there is practically no perceptible movement of aim 
during any kind of outside conditions, it is impossible to alter 
the temperature even a few degrees jin the lower part of the 
house. The warmed air is always ascending: During the same 
outside conditions it is quite easy with the same-size stove i 
heat up a corresponding floor space area in a Lancashire Cabin 
type of Brooder House. 

Although the house does not feel unpleasantly cold when the 
temperature is freezing inside and out, it 1s necessary to bring 
the temperature up by artificial means to make it a really 
satisfactory Broqder House. I should suggest being able to 
close the vent partially for this purpose. The house is very 
accessible,’’ 


Needless to say, I was very gratified to hear that’ 
that inductive system of ventilation had been ex-) 
tended in such q direction, as the application to 
brooder Houses was quite outside my contempla- 
tion, and I consider it a most useful addition to 
my recent article on the subject. 

The necessity for reducing the vent simply 
means that the heat from the brooding apparatu 
causes such a rapid ascension of a comparatively 
large volume of heated air that too much air of a 
very low temperature is automatically pulled in. 
As suggested, the obvious remedy would be to 
check the outflow, this would automatically check 
the inflow, and so conserve the heat in the house. 
A very simple matter to arrange. 

In reply to Mr. Carter’s further communication 
m-your issue of the goth inst. 


With all the goodwill in the worlds criticism of 
any new process should: be. invited and accepted, 
but would it not be better that Mr. Carter, and 
those holding similar convictions, should, instead 
of saying the system will not work, Or does not 
work, rather ask why t works? 5 
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In the present case of the induction system of 
ventilation they should recognise that it is an 
accomplished fact. It is not a theory of a 
chimera. It ic established. No amount of theory as 
to why it will not work is of any good. The thing 
is there, whether in an apex, span-roof, or any 
Other shape of house, and functioning at the pre- 
sent moment for many thousands of birds. 


There is little in his letter to comment upon 
that could be of much use or interest to fhe readers 
of “ Eggs,’’ but there are one or two points on 
which his remarks may be a little misleading. 

(1) Nobody would feel greater regret than I 
Should I have been guilty of promulgating false 
Goctrine. That I have been guilty of enthusiasm 
is perfectly true ; my experience of the house ana 
System is my only excuse. 


(2) Personally I cannot but regard Mr. Carter’s 
theory and reactions shown in_ his explanatory 
diagram as untenable. If he re-examines it he 
May see that it would tend to achieve the impos- 
sible. Anyway, the internal design of the house 
iS such as to render anything of the kind extremely 
unlikely, if not impossible. Still less is it likely, 
as one of the features of the particular form of ven* 
(§that successful ventilation is absolutely inde- 
pendent of the direction of any wind. 

(3) He says, “‘Air is subject to compression, 
and even if the house were quite tight except for 
the ridge opening the force B. would enter.”’ 

If this were so he would have us believe it pos- 
sible to blow air into the neck of a bottle. 

(4) If my “high explosives’’ have done any- 
thing towards blowing up some of the stagnant 
absoleteism, which in the matter of apparatus so 
dampers poultry practice to-day, they will have 
terved a useful purpose. 

Ihe word ‘‘ports,’’ which he objects to, is used 

idvisedly from both a dictionary and a technical 
xoint of view ias defining exactly what they are—~ 
“., gate or entry. ‘‘A few holes bored in the 
sides ’’ might be for any purpose, rats and mice 
Or instance; it would be unsuitable in the par- 
aeular design to use them for air inlets. 
(5) In my own practice the houses have stood 
he severest tests in the form of.70 mile an hour 
Atlantic gales, rain, squalls and blizzards, but have 
10t yet been subjected to a wind force of 200 miles 
%r hour; that sounds rather a_lot. 

The cheapness of the Apex House is not imagin- 
fy, as Mr. Carter suggests. It is very real. 

Mr. Hemelryk and Mr. Price have done better 
vith their respective excellent productions. at some- 
where about 2/- per bird, ‘as against 2/3 to 2/6. 
Sut our aims are all in the same direction, i.e., to 
@duce the cost and increase the efficiency of 
Ousing ; this is good for both the poor and the 
experienced . 


Yours faithfully, 
C. WINTHROPE SOMERVILLE. 


b] 


SIXTH MIDLAND POULTRY FESTIVAL. 


(An Appeal for Entries in the Championship 
Layers’ Class for Hens that have competed in any 
Official Laying Test.) 


Sir,—Breeders who are interested in these layers’ 
classes are earnestly urged to give their support at 
the above-mentioned festival. 

{t 1s, of course, too late to’put on extra classes 
for the different breeds, but if breeders would unite 
in giving their support, by sending entries for this 
championship layers’. class, I am sure it will be a 
complete success, as well as of great educational 
value. Any small specials would, I am certain, be 
most welcome, for the different breeds the breeders 
are interested in. (I will give a special for the 
best White Leghorn. ) 

{fs it not time a move was made for all societies, 
breeders, and judges to unite for the purpose of 
drawing up a general utility standard- for the 
utility bird when shown in public competition. | 
thnk I am right in saying that the utility bird 
1s now shown on chance, as we have the three 
different kinds of judges, viz., the utility judge, 
the exhibition judge, and the exhibition utility 
judge. So without a recognised standard it is im- 
possible to say what these different judges actually 
want, some of their awards being as confusing as 
it is possible to be. Why this wide diversity of 
ideas ? 

We are given to believe that since the advent of 
the utility show, egg production, also the size of 
egg, has greatly improved. Now look through the 
laying tests reports and see if this is correct? I 
think you will find we are drifting backwards. 
Also the small egg, instead of being eliminated as 
it.1s clamed by a number of breeders and advo- 
cates of the utility show bird, is much more in 
evidence since fancy blood was introduced into 
their laying strains. For proof again look up the 
laying tests reports. 

[ would again suggest that all interested in the 
drawing up of a general utility show standard 
should, without any delay, unite for this purpose. 
I am sure a quick movement in this direction at 
the present moment would entirely stimulate that 
which all breeders, who are ‘aiming to fix pro- 
ductive character in their flocks, based on stamina 
at the highest level, have in mind. 

If approached, I am sure Mr. A. H. Brain, Hon. 
Organising Director of the Sixth Midland Poultry 
Festival, would ‘arrange a meeting for the first 
inaugural discussion on this subject on one of the 
dates of the festival. 

So one and all who have the welfare of the layer 
conforming to its breed characteristics at heart, 
kindly help to make this championship layers’ class 
a complete success by giving it your full support. 

Bxfe SPONE, 


WADHURST BRANCH, S.P.B.A. 


On December 11th a table show of eggs, dead poultry and live 
rabbits was held at tie Hut, Hill House (by kind permission 
of Mins. Boyd). 

The eggs and poultry were judged by Miss Amey, and the 
rabbits by Mr. HG. Billingburst, F.L.8. 

Eleven plates of eggs were entered, and, in accordance with. 
the new rule of this branch, the breed, and whether from hens 
or pullets, was disclosed. 

This had the effect of adding interest to the exhibits, and 
revealed the fact that in this: district the size of pullets eggs 
left nothing to be desired. The exhibits appeared to justify 
the high stamdard (2$ oz.) set for first grade eggs in the light 
breed Classes at the Branch s Laying. Trial. 

The entry of rabbits was small, but as. this was the first time 
that this class of. stock has been shown at the branch, was 
encouraging. ‘The quality of the exhibits. both Blue Beverens 
and Chinchillas, was excellent. ‘Some of the rabbits had already 
secured valuable trophies at other shows, so that the branch 
should become an important centre for Fur Fanciers. 

List of Prize-winners.—Brown Eges: Ist, Br. Everard (p) ; 
Qnd, Mrs. Fazan (p); 3rd, Mr. A. KE, Gallup (p). White: lst, 
Messrs. Luff and Bennett (bh); 2nd, Br. Everard (p); 3rd, Mrs. 
Tudor (p). Tinted: Ist, Br. Eyerard (h) ; 2nd, Br. Everard (p) ; 
3rd, Messrs. Luff and Bennett (p)- 

(bh) Hens’ eggs. (p) Pullets’ eggs. 

Table Poultry Section: Ist, Miss Previte (Light Sussex). 

Rabbits.—Blue Beverens; lst and. 2nd, Miss Moutray Read ; 
ard, Mrs. Tudor. Chinchillas: Ist, Miss Wigan; 2nd, Mrs. 
Hazan; 8rd, Miss Wigan. : 

After the judging a lecture was’ delivered by Mr, Billinghurst 
on “Which came first, the hen or the egg?’ The lecture? 
illustrated ‘his remarks with numerous lantern slides, showing 
the development of the germ cells from the lowest protozoa to 
1aan. He compared the different classes of the animal world, 
and explained how the various cells had to undergo the same 
phases of evolution. 3 

The meeting closed with votes of thanks to the lecturer and 
the judges, to Mrs. Boyd for so kindly lending the room, and 
to Mr. S. T. Wallis for the use of the lantern. 

The mext meeting will be held on January 16th, when a 
lecture will be given on ‘‘ Skin, Scales, Fur and Feathenrs,’’ by 
Dr. Rushton, of St. Thomas’ Hospital. ie 
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TO THE: READERS OF EGGS” 


As President, I would like to draw our readers’ 
attention to the fact that our Secretary, Mr. 
Newmian, has just completed a tour—Scotland and 
Lancashire—delivering lectures on Poultry-keeping 
at various centres. 

These lectures, ag on all other similar occasions, 
have been given from a purely voluntary basis, and 
-entirely without personal recompense. It would 
appear necessary for mention to be made of this 
fact, since rumour has it that the contrary was the 
case. 

Mr. Newman hopes to lecture at Birmingham on 
January 7th, where a Poultry Show is being held, 
and our Society will be represented. 

EFFIE G. HUNTER, 
President, S.P.B.A. 
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not be wanted next week, and a bird of this size 
cannot be kept for any length of time when pre- 
pared, and even if it is put into cold store it 1s 
‘surprising how rapidly it deteriorates both in 
appearance and condition. 


HGGS. 
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This particular class of bird is one that can B 
made very remunerative to the producer who wil 
take the trouble to thoroughly understand it fron 
the market point cf view, taking into considera 
tion at the same time his own breeding arrange 
iments for the following season. = 
Ths Market facts are as follows: s 
‘It must be understood that on the Londo 
Market, Petit Poussin is only saleable if sent kille 
and clean plucked. The small cockerels sent aliy 
are practically unsaleable, except at a few pent 
each. It is better always to prepare poussin ® 
the farm, because the fact of them being harasse 
by a railway journey causes them to kill and pluc 
out a very bad colour, and appearance goes a lon 
way towards selling poussin. i 
The writer would point out the fact that blag 
feathered’ birds do not look anything lke 
attractive as the white-feathered varieties. | 
The genuine demand for Petit Poussin commenti 
about the end of February, for the tiny chieke 
weighing 10 ounces when killed and clean plucke: 
and as the. weeks follow the demand slowly chang) 
for poussin of a larger size, until it reaches May) 
fune, when nothing is wanted under 13 lbs. © 
{t will be seen from this that the producer W 
have to start hatching very early, and the que 
tion as to whether it is profitable for the produe 
to hatch for this specific object is one for his oy 
discretion. S| 
The actual TIME of marketing poussin my 
also be at the discretion of the particular produg 
in conjunction with the state of the market, 
cause one who is rearing for stock cockerels € 
only market his surplus when they have reach 
the age at which he can decide which he intends} 
keep, and which he intends to market. a 
The real petit poussin is a bird which should} 
‘milk fed in order that it thay be plump and so 
When it is ready for marketing, it should | 
killed and absolutely CLEAN PLUCKED. Th 
should be very carefully cooled, and graded} 
S1zes. 4 
After this they should be packed in boxes, € 
containing a dozen birds. The actual pack 
material to use is Green Reeds, because with thi 
one can make a very attractive consignment, J 
viding the birds are properly prepared. a 
If the producer is unable to obtain Green Ree 

or even fern or cabbage leaves, he should] 
grease-proof paper. | 
As a word of warning, the writer would ment 
that poussin with full crops are invariably @ 
demned as being unsaleable. | 
The producer must_keep in close touch with} 
market for this particular trade, because a ] 


ticular size poussin which is wanted this week” 
(Continued at Foot of Previous Column). 
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OUR LATEST SUCCESS. 


A REVIEW OF THE 1926 §.P.B.A, REGISTER. 
By FRED W. WAIT, 


in response to a request to review -the Eleventh Annual 
ister, I am tempted to cast my thoughts back to the days 
len | first joined the Society, a few weeks after its formation 
‘d when its members numbered less than fifty. 
Po-day we can, without any fear of egotism, dlaim that the 
P.B.A., numerically, financially and educationailily, is second 
mone in the whoie poultry world. 
We really must grant an extra amount of thanks to our 
wthy Treasurer and Editor for the splendid choice of subjects 
has persuaded our members to discuss, 
Twenty-three articles on subjects vitally important tq alll 
ultry-keepe.s. These articles are not the pet theories of Fleet 
teet Journalists, but are the result of years of labour and 
periment freely given for the benefit of their fellow membeas, 
d which in many instances iif followed up should result ir 
W financial gain. 
The Lady Rachel Byng, in a most interesting and instructive 
ibner, gives the commercial methods of treating Angora 
bbits for the* production of wool. Mr. J. P. Harding, whose 
de knowledge of general farming cannot be questioned, treats 
poultry bieeding from the standpoint of the general farmer 
Pticulars of a very interesting and novel experiment in the 
f mash feeding of ducks are given by Margaret F. Sayer. 
€ commercial poultry farmer will be interested in Mr. J. EH. 
wden’s description of his incubator house, a subject whicli is 
Quently neglected. Mr. C. E. B. Philcox gives some very 
eresting particulars in regard to the very thony question of 
wder houses and fame braoders. 
t very novel experience is described by Dr, Everard with 
ard to incubating and rearing by means of the combined 
ion of hen and incubator, which will appeal most to the 
aller breeder. An interesting note by Dy. Rosedale follows. 
Rearing for stamina, by Mr. Dowden, gives sqme most valu- 
€ hints and phgtographs, which should be digested by the 
@mercial section. Mr, Philicox demonstrates the proper com- 
feial methods for preparing table ducklings, based on experi 
@und success. ‘The remarks of Mr. W. G. A. Biiowne wiil be 
eh appreciated by those who use fireless brqoders. The art 
Caponising is fully described by Mir. Forest for the benefit oi 
table poultry section. Possessed of a keen aptitude for 
arch work and close records, Miss Mailcolm and Mrs. Pember 
mss tho.oughly the facter of hatchability in hens. 
the very much neglected subject. in regard to the marketin; 
€ggs is tackled by Mr. F .G. Swan, who makes some very 
Mhonsense remarks, 
Ve ail welcome the advent of Mrs. Tom Newman, with her 
ay years of wide expe.ience. Mrs. Newman gives us some 
y important information in regard to laying trials. 
Ome interesting remarks are made by Mrs. Porter-Po.ter with 
tence to the evergreen subject of ear'ly hatching, 
aluation information, based on experience, is given by Miss 
ison in segard to matters relative to pedigree breeding. 
fis somewhat of a novelty to see Mr. Bostock Smith dis- 
img rabbits instead of poultry, but he gives sqme valuable 
Mercial facts to those who are interested in the ‘‘ New Fur 
it Industry.’’ If Mr. Bostock Smith supports it, you may 
$8 there is money in it. 
SMe important facts are given by Mr. Tom Newman in 
dection- with the Wellingham Experiments, which are weli 
th careful study. 
dme of the difficult problems of poultry farming are explained 
Mr. Morris Hammond with the necessary methods of circum- 
ling them. 
Me questions which continually worry poultry farmers are 
Wered by Mr. Tom Newman. 
® Fletcher Hearnshaw, with his wide knowledge of exhi- 
MM and utility poultry, makes some very true amd poignant 
tks in regard to the use and aluse of utility shows. 
f Harold Paine discusses ducks and disease, and remarks 
ably on their freedom from trouble. 
ath many years of farming experience behind him, Mr. John 
ings gives his opinions on ‘‘ Eggs plus meat,’’ which will 
(st the man out to make money. : 
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Mrs. Tom Newman winds up the most valuable collection of 
practical articles I have ever seen in any poultry year book, by 
deseribing the methods for keeping turkeys for profit. 

A mass of valuable information follows, then a reprint of a 
valuable artidle on ‘‘ Rules in Mating and Breeding Stock,’’ by 
qur late revered guide and friend, Mr. Oscar Smart. If he could 
but see the extent hig pet Society has grown, 

The Register of members’ trapnested breeding pens may justly 
he described as ‘‘ The finest record of performance in tihe 
world,’’ and members have plenty more like them at home. 

And now, Mr. Hiditor, if my criticisms have exceeded your 
available space, please blame your worthy Register Editor, who 
has exceeded ailll previous efforts. 

May I appeal to every reader of ‘‘Eiggs’’ who is not a 
member to send his subscription amd receive a copy free. There 
is information which will bring money to the reader. There are 
many tips which, if put into practice, may make all the différ- 
ence between success and failure. If you are a rich man you 
can afford to ignore them. If you are a struggling poultry 
farmer, working hard and. nob meeting with much success, take 


my advice: JOIN UP. 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES—Continued. 

F. D. D. (Bucks) is getting ten eggs a day from 86 Leghorn 
pullets, which he dedlares look fin topping condition. They are 
given wet mash in the morning and grain feed at 4 p.m. ~The 
mash consists of 3 parts flaked maize, 1 Sussex ground oats, 
I biscuit meal, } part meat meal, the whole scalded overnight 
und dried off to ia crumbly consisteney with toppings. The mash 
in itself looks good enough, but there is no mention of green 
food, and there is also a great deficiency of lime salts. . ‘‘ Topping 
condition,’’ what does it mean ?—just fit to lay, and lacking that 
little bit extra which will produce eggs. My correspondent will 
do well ito replace the meat meal with fish meal, or a good 
sample of meat and bone meal, and to increase the quantity to 
one third part. Further, it would be advisable to add one part 
alfalfa meal to the mash, and he ghould be perfectly satisfied 
that the birds have sufficient grain as the fast feed. 


Anxious (Chester) had an exceedingly bad hatching season last 
time, and wishes to know whether I think it may have been due 
to the fact that he followed maker’s instructions and renaoved 
both felts and also cooled the eggs. He at no itime succeeded 
in hatching more than 52 per cent. of fertile eggs, and on one 
occasion thatched only 33 per cent. I am wondering whether 
the nom-de-plume he has chosen ag in any. way an explanation 
of his poor results. ‘We may be certain that the fact that he 
followed maker’s instructions in no way accounts for, them, 
although I believe results would have been bettar had he not 
removed the felts or cooled the eggs. He has sent me no pavr- 
ticullars, and there may be so many contributory causes, such 
as the stock birds, which I strongly suspect, stale eggs, bad 
feeding, incorrect thermometers, too low 4 temperature during 
the early stages of tncubation, etc., ete. In answer to one 
question ,the best temperature at which to run a Glevum 250- 
egg machine is 105 degrees the first’ week, 104 the second, and 
103 the third. 


G. M. (Aylestone). The S.P.B.A: is in a position to supply 
dry chick feeds, and also chick mashes. We. will send you 
price dists if you send a card te this office. (2) There js nothing 
to be gained by giving a chick feed because it contains several 
varieties of seeds, if many of them are difficult of digestion such 
as lentil, split peas, millet, dari. The value of the chick feed 
doesn’t depend upon the albuminoid ratio; if dried milk is added. 
it should be at least 15 per cent. TI have never seen a dry chick 
feed advertised to contain dried mfilk, and hardly understand 
your question. (3) Yes, I do believe that-we can avaid a 
heavy mortality by rearing chicks intensively for the first six 
weeks of their lives; but we will discuss that later, there ag not 
space here. 


‘“ Kilrane "’ (Co. Wexford) ‘asks whether she is correct in 
believing that pollard is poorer than middlings. The term 
“ middlings’’ is rather comprehensive: it means anything from 
a low-grade flour to fine bran: Generally we understand pollard 
to be a fine bran, and whenever that term is used it is under. 
stood jin that sense, 
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). I am compelled to answer this 
as the signature of the writer is 
andecipherable and no address was given, although I understand 
the writer is a member of the §.P.B.A. Now to come to the 
point. Since the beginning of September he has been doing 
badly with his poultry. The percentage of egg production 

The hens have not looked 


‘* Undecipherable *’ (— 
query through these columns’, 


very 
has been much lower thian last year. 
well, were light in condition and fed badly, both grain in the 
morning and wet mash at night. Some days they would hardly 


pi 


come to the troughs; besides this, the droppings did not look 
healthy. In October my correspondent sent me samples of fine 
sharps and bran which he was using in the mash. These I 
classed as poo, and he has replaced them—he hopes with some- 
thing Letter. He did not think this was the real cause of the 
trouble, especially as the hens were eating very little grain— 
always fed to them in straw litter. The mash he is using 1s 
2 lbs. bran, 4 sharps, 1 Sussex ground oats, 1 maize meal. 
1 fish meal, and a handful of diied yeast. He gives Canadian 
or the driest English wheat he can get, kibbled maize and clipped 
cats in turn. All the bens are on free range, and have plenty 
of cabbage. The stock cockerels, which are in separate pens, 
fed up perfectly well on exactly the same ration and were in 
first-rate condition. At the end of October several of last year’s 
hens who had not finished their moult began a nasty cough, 
though they showed no running at the nostrils. He then de- 
cided to use ‘‘ Visol ’’ in the drinking water im case there was 
any chance of roup or such ailment. He also strewed the drop- 
ping boards and floars of the houses with malt dust. This made 
the bouse look and smelll nice and clean. He noticed that the 
hens were always keen to pick up what they could eat of this, 
and he quite thought that anything they got would do good 
cather than harm. He had tried everything else without jsuc- 
He decided to discontinue its use, and in ten days he 
found a marked improvement alll round. Now the hens are eat- 
ing 75 per cent. more mash, are bright and full of energy in 


cess. 


the morning, and are looking quite different, and ‘the droppings 
are quite healthy. The egg production last week had increased 
to 37.2 per cent., almost equal to last year. He thinks probably 
he is entirely wrong, but he is inclined to think that the cause 
of the trouble has been indigestion from eating the malt dust, 
but would be glad to have my opinion. This is an extraordinary 
case, TI do not think my correspondent is wrong when he attri- 
putes the trouble to the malt dust. Malt dust may prove a 
valuable food, but when it is fed in any way in excess ib causes 
severe scouring, and it also contains a slightly poisonous sub 
stance, known as Hordenin, which prabably caused severe 
digestive disturbance. When malt dust or malt culms are used, 
great care should pe taken not to use these Im excess. At no 


time should they consist of more than 10 per cent. of the mash. 


‘* Perplexed QOne’’. (Chobham) writes that she has a good 
man, who 1s an inveterate smoker. To her horror last year, with 
the drawer open and eggs exposed, he stopped to light a cigarette 
and smoked the whole time while turning the eggs. Of course 
his fingers are mahogany-colour with the tobacco stain. After 


handling an egg it smelt strongly of tobacco. ‘* Surely, Mr. 
Newman ”’ (writes the lady) ,. the fumes from the tobacco 
She had a 96 per cent. hatch, 


cannot be good for the eggs Pre 
but 86 per cent. died during the first three weeks. My corres- 
pondent says she is inclined to think the fumes of the smoker 
must be detrimental to the eggs, and asks if she can hope for 
a few of my fatherly remarks through ‘‘ Eggs.’’ I think if I 
had a man who was an inveterate smoker and could get 96 per 
cent. hatchability, I should be inclined to supply him wibh 
cigarettes often ; though the mortality was abnormally high, we 
need not trace this im any way to the effects of the nicotine 
upon the exterior of the egg. My conrespondent should look for 
some other cause as to the high mortality amongst the chicks. 
It is probably B.W.D. However, her figures are very extra 
ordinary. 96 per cent. hatchability and 86 per cent. mortality, 
and apparently no effort was made to discover the cause of these 
extraordinary losses. I hope none of my readers will come to 
the conclusion that the extraordinary hatchability was In any 
way due to the smell of the tobacco smoke. In cases like ‘his 
I always think jit is wiser to adopt the attitude that it is in 
spite of and not because of. I do not think my correspondent 
need worry over the fact that her man is 
put it would be wise to know the cause of 


(Continuéd at Foot of Next Column). 
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Contributions.—The Editor will always be pleased to consid 
contributions. Criticisms and queries are invited. & 
Interested readers are asked kindly to mention the existence 
“ Eegs ” to their poultry-keeping friends. / 

Subscriptions to “ Eggs,” j2s. 8d. per annum; 
months; gs. 3d. three months, post free. 

Subscription to S.P.B.A., 5s. per annum. 

Subscriptions should be sent- to Mr. TOM NEWMAN, T 
Beeches, Rudgwick. Sussex. 

Editorial Matter and Correspondence to the Editor, The Beech 
Rudgwick, Sussex ; 

All communications with regard to Advertisements should 
addressed to Mr. Ss. H. Burles, “ Eggs,”’ 94, Farncombe Stre 
London, S.E,16. Telephone: HOP 894. ’ 
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NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS. 

Owing to the ever-increasing circulation of “ Eggs,” it 
imperative that new advertisements and alterations are recei! 
by FIRST POST ON FRIDAY MORNING to ensure insertion in 
following Wednesday’s issue. It is hardly necessary to add t 
the earlier in the week we recéive copy the better it is for €vé 

one concerned. ; 
Classified Advertisement R 
of classified advertisements. 
So 


PROOFS.—We cannot guarantee to submit proofs unless ¢ 
plete copy is to hand by FIRST POST ON THE MOND 
PREVIOUS TO THE FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY WEEK’S Iss 
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Barker, John, Model Egg Farm, Crawley, Sussex. E 
Lawrence, Miss F. M., Court Farm, Liantarnam, Monmouthsl 
Moult, George F., “The Poplars,’ Styal, Nr. Manchester. 
Truman, Miss L. C., The Bungalow, Peak Hill, Sidmouth. | 
Elder, Hugh, Grain and Seed Merchant, City Mills, Dunferm 
Sharp, G. C., Linwood Lodge, Walesby Road, Market Rasen, Li 
Woodfine, G., ‘ Broad Croft,’ Lymington, Hants. x4 
Rose Lane, Church Fenton, Leeds. ~ “a 
Pratt, B. J., Highland P.F., Tendring Heath, Clacton-on-Sea 
Yelland, A. H, Langstone, Lea Road, Wolverhampton. a 
Buckle, Capt J., 8, North Station Road, Colchester, Bssex. | 
Farish, J. (Junr.), Marston Hill, Nr. Northwich, Oheshire. 
Tangye, R., Lockeridge, Upton-on-Severn, Worcester. | 
Ada, J: E., c/o Mrs. Tinsull, 11, Bank Street, Braintree. 
English, §., ~ Beechmount,” Poyntzpass, N. Ireland. 
Barnes, W., 2, Forest Street, Oldbam. j | 
Reid, Mrs., CGowanbank, Inseh, Aberdeenshire. | 
Turner, D., South Clifton, Newark, Notts. 
Parramore, G. F., 20, Housley Villas, Chapeltown, Nr. Shel 
Insoll, F. N., Wellgrove Farm, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells, | 
Siddom, Mrs. G. H., Thoresthorpe Manor, Alford, Lincs. — 


these chicks, and if they were bred from her -own stock 


should bave the breeder’s blood tested. 
De Relig re SEE. 


M. O°’H. (Leeds). The sample of ground oats is of 
and good vallue for the money. The ye 


average quality, oe 
at and bone meat. 


mark applies to the me 
——— | 


CG. §. W. (Mansfield Woodhouse) writes that a friend ¢ 
said the other day, that from a flock of Rhode Island | 
White Wyandottes and White Leghorns, all pullets, and f 
into account all repairs ‘to places and incidental expenses, 
she made 15/- per week profit. Do I think it is the usual 
or is it under-estimated—he himself thinks it rather poor ? | 
[ do think this a poor profit; it does not amount to 4 
head per bird, and the production must be very poor, or th 
or production excessive. But I have no particulars. Very 
in such cases as these, we find labour charges excessi} 
money wasted on costly proprietary mashes, or the @ 
management is bad; often the stock is late ‘hatched, oF 
ferior. ‘There are So many causes which. may contribute t 
a small profit; the marketing, too, may in itself. be a 8 
explanation ? 
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The Egg 


AND THE 


By TOM NEWMAN. 


)Who has not heard the story of the old hen 
tho stole her nest, and came to the back door 


mth a baker's dozen of chicks behind her? Once 
aving heard this story, we are never wholly able 
> clear our minds of it, and we get the idea that 
be sitting hen is a 100 per cent. hatcher, so we 
Ise our perspective, and are perhaps a little in- 
lined to think that more mischief occurs in the 
acubator than is really the case. 

If we practised hatching with hens on a large 
cale we should speedily be disillusioned, and 
hould probably find that the average hatch did 
fot exceed 75 per cent. Nevertheless we have 
aken Biddy as our model, makers of incubators 
tom the earliest days have studied her habits, 
ind have applied and mis-applied them to artificial 
acubation. 

‘It is probable that the actual margin between 
he hen and the incubator does not exceed 10 per 
ent. I compute the average incubator hatch 
inder normal conditions at 65 per cent. of eggs 
ncubated, and under the hen, as mentioned above, 
‘§ per cent. 

‘It has been my unfortunate lot to examine a 
arge number of unhatched eggs for members of 
he S.P.B.A. during the last two hatching seasons 
—more than 2,000 each season—and I have been 
Orced to the conclusion that at least 70 per cent. 
# the failures to hatch are due to the eggs them- 
elves being at fault, that in» 20 per cent. more 


no 


the embryo is weakened, or dies, because the eggs 
are stale, or have been badly stored previous to 
mcubation. With that point I will deal presently, 
it will be wiser first to consider the structure of 
the egg. 

THE SHELL consists principally of carbonate 
of lime, and is porous. This permits the slow 
evaporation of moisture, and as the embryo de- 
velops allows the: escape of the carbon dioxide 
produced, and the intake of oxygen, which is prob- 
ably in direct proportion to the escape of carbon 
dioxide. 

THE MEMBRANES.—Inside the shell are- two 
membranes, the outer remains in close contact 
with the shell, the mner shrinks with the shrinkage 
of the contents caused by evaporation, and 
separating at the larger end, forms the air cell. 

WHEN these membranes are MOIST they 
readily permit the escape of the carbon dioxide, 
and the intake of oxygen, but, WHEN they are 
DRY, they are impermeable to these gases. Now 
here is the important poimt in reference to the 
storage of eggs, the greater the evaporation the 
drier becomes the membrane, the slower the intake 
cof oxygen and the expulsion of carbon dioxide, 
with the result that the developing embryo is so 
weakened that it will not have the vitality to hatch, 
or, if it does, will prove but a weakly chick, sus- 
ceptible to disease and a menace to the rest of 
the flock. I wonder, I very much wonder, whether 
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when we discuss problems of disease, we ever 
give suthcient attention to the results of hatch- 
ing from stale or badly-stored eggs. Ihe question 
‘15 so often asked, ‘‘ How long can I store eggs for 
incubation? ’’ It is not a question of ‘‘ how long,”’ 
an egg may be kept a month and still hatch, but 
it will not hatch a strong chick; every day you 
keep an egg it deteriorates, and the less chance 1s 
there of hatching a strong and vigorous chick— 
even if we hatch one at all. 

HEN OIL. —The . advice,” wet) tnearerns to 
nature,’ is sound, but it is not always easy to 
interpret the old dame, and perhaps this has 
never been more clearly exemplified than in the 
case of hen oil and hatchability. We are all aware 
that the oily secretions of the hen’s feathers im- 
part to the shell of the egg under a sitting hen 
a thin film of oil. Learned men have spilt much 
ink over this oil, regarding it as a wise provision 
of nature. An attempt has been made to analyse 
ii. It has been suggested that it has a chemical 
effect on the shell of the egg-—-that is, it softens 
the outer membrane, and prevents too rapid 
evaporation ; and we have tried substitutes for 
it, such as goose grease, lard, olive oil, butter, 
‘ not to speak of margarine, and even hen oil itself. 
Then we have gone to the other extreme, and have 
> dressed the shell of the egg with acetic acid ; and, a 
_ few years ago, an American excitedly announced 
that the secret of successful hatching was to wipe 
the egg on the 18th day with a wet rag to remove 
the film of oil, which prevented the developing 
embryo from getting a sufficient supply of oxygen. 
If we consider for one moment that the shell is 
porous, and how this porosity affects the develop- 
ing embryo, we shall see how fallacious it is to 
cover the egg with oi or grease. The film of oil 
is but an accident of nature, which does not affect 
the hatchability of the egg m any way. In cases 
“where the advice of our American triend was fol- 
lowed, results were variable—sometimes worse, 
sometimes better—whatever the results, they had 
nothing to do with the removal of that film of 
ceil. As for the acetic acid, we should remember 
that it is the effect of the carbon dioxide within 
the egg which causes the shell to disintegrate. 

OXYGEN.—It was freely asserted that the most 
prolific cause of dead-in-shell was the lack of 
oxygen in the incubator; more ventilation was 
advised. We were told that the chick perished 
because of the lack of oxygen, or from an excess 
of carbon dioxide, so longer airings were given, 


and the felts were removed earlier, with rather - 


‘worse results than before. Then, in 1916, I 
drew attention to the habit of the Brush Turkey, 
which builds huge mounds of decayed vegetable 
matter, scrapes a hole in the bottom, and leaves 
its eggs to be hatched by the heat which is 
generated ‘by the decayed vegetable matter. Ob- 
viously under such conditions carbon dioxide must 
be present in very large quantities ; there must be 
a sufficiency of oxygen or the embryo could not 
develop, but it is some indication of the small quan- 


nn eS 


tity required. The attempt to imtroduce me 
oxygen into the incubator, or by giving longer a 
ings, resulted in the more rapid drying of the me 
trane, and so defeated its own object. A few yea 
later the other extreme was advocated, the inti 
duction of more carbon dioxide into the incubat 
for what reason | have never quite understood— 
all events no better results accrued. 

It we take the analysis of the air under a sitti 
hen and compare it with that of the incubat 
we shall find that under the hen there is an av 
age of 31.93 parts carbon dioxide in 10,000 pai 
of air; in the incubator there are only 9.¢ 
There is this vital difference. In the incubat 
the carbon dioxide comes largely from the egg 
while in natural incubation by far the greater pi 
of its comes from the hen’s body. Obviously the 
(s not much need to worry over lack of oxygen 
the incubator; where this has been introduc 
experimentally wretched hatches have resulte 
and chicks failed to live. 

Atwood measured the amount of carbon dioxi 
evolved at various stages of incubation, with t 
following results :— | 


AVERAGE PERCENTAGE LOSS OF 
CARBON DIOXIDE. 
First Five Days Per Cent.” .1om 
Second. Five Days ... ... _ 708 
Third Five Days eee Ri 3.78€ 
Fourth Five Dave 0 js . 7.5 im 
Twenty s Days 0) aie an ae a 12.22§ 


Further experiments showed that carbon diox 


is not a limiting factor in incubation ; the norn 
embryo is able to withstand a wide variati 
Little effect was observed on the percentage hat 
when the carbon dioxide occurred in from 30 
60 parts in 10,000, but as the amount rose to a‘be 
150 there was a marked decrease in the numl 
co! chicks hatched. 

It has been remarked that the addition of me 
ture to the incubator resulted in the increase 
the caripon dioxide from 9.15 parts, in the ¢ 
machines, to 10.46 parts with those run w 
moisture. Also the vitality of the chicks was 
creased by the use of moisture. There is a; 
greater percentage of carbon dioxide under 1 
sitting hen than in the incubator, and the hi 
hatched chicks have the greater vitality. 

No explanation of this is offered, but we m 
surely disabuse our minds of the idea that | 
presence of carbon dioxide is the cause of { 
better hatch or the increased vitality of the chic} 
It 1s well known that the greater the vitality, 
greater the carbon dioxide evolved. The proba 
explanation 1s that the addition of moisture p 
vented more rapid drying of the membrane, w 
the result that the intake of oxygen was grea 
and increased the vitality of the chick, and t 
may explain the small increase in the amount 
the carbon dioxide. 


COOLING.—It is safe to say that no incuba 
has been placed on the market, since the Hearsi 
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: which the makers have not advised that eggs 
tould be cooled, OR aired. Makers do not 
gpear to be very clear as to what is meant. Some 
~them say: ‘‘ The hen comes off her nest every 
ay to cool her eggs’’; others speak of it as ‘‘a 
ise provision of nature.’’ But is it so? Are we 
xt endowing Biddy with reasoning powers when 
e make such a statement? Would it not be more 
sasonable to suppose that she merely comes off 
» feed, and that the cooling or airing is but a 
mncidence? Is there any definite evidence that 
te embryo derives any benefit from this cooling? 
‘is possible to produce evidence that it does not, 
at none to produce evidence that it does. Con- 
der the advice to cool for twenty minutes during 
we last week of incubation. Should we take a 
ay-old chick from a brooder with a temperature 
, Say, 90 degrees, and subject it to one of 50 
x twenty minutes, and expect it to survive? Of 
yurse we shouldn’t; then why, in the name of 
ymmonsense, take an egg with a growing embryo 
om a temperature of 103-5 and subject it to one 
i 50 or even lower for that time—and often 
wer than this? If we believe it is a case of air- 
g, and not cooling, then is it logical to close 
dwn the incubator on the 19th day, when the 
nbryo requires far more oxygen than it did a 
eek previously? In 1917 we wrote an article 
iestioning the value of cooling. The following 
‘ar an experiment was undertaken at one of the 
merican Colleges with 3,000 eggs, half of which 
ere cooled and the remainder not ; the uncooled 
fgs gave the better hatchability, and there was 
slightly lower mortality among the chicks up to 
x weeks old. In the case of a badly-ventilated 
cubator the air may become stagnant. In that 
‘Se long airings may be advantageous, but care 
wuld be taken that the eggs do not become 
alled. 
TEMPERATURE.—The incubator room _ itself 
Ould be well constructed. A cellar answers very 
sll, as there is little difficulty in securing an 
uable temperature, but failing that the room 
ould be double walled, and paicked with some 
aterial such as sawdust. Great attention should 
paid to the roof. One of the best incubator 
oms I was ever in had a thatched one. On 
= S.P.B.A. experimental farm we hope to try 
cheap one with a corrugated iron roof, packed 
the inside with straw. 
The ideal temperature is 65 degrees Fahr. 
[t should never be below 4o degrees Fahr. 
[t should never exceed 79 degrees Fahr. 
[f it is possible to maintain a temperature of 
tween 55 and 65 degrees, there will be little 
uuble with the moisture problem. In a tank 
ichine at this temperature it would not be 
cessary, and perhaps not advisable, to supply 
usture until the tenth day; if a lower tempera- 
‘e prevails, it should be supplied from the first. 
a tank machine sand or moss litter saturated 
-h moisture gives a better evaporating surface 
in water alone. The question of moisture and 
aperature of room are very closely allied. 


{[NCUBATOR TEMPERATURE.—Experiments 
have proved that if you take eggs from under a 
sitting hen after the first five days and transfer 
them to an incubator you get greatly improved 
results. Reverse the process, and transter the 
eggs from the incubator to the hen, and you get 
no improvement. This ys important because it 
narrows the issue. It cannot be a matter of 
oxygen, because, as we have shown, there is more 
oxygen in the incubator than under the hen, and 
the embryo at this stage would require very little 
oxygen indeed. It is, of course, possible that the 
evaporation of moisture is better controlled by the 
hen than in the incubator, but the real point seems 
to be one of temperature, and there is little doubt 
that with the larger incubators a large number 
of germs perish, or are so weakened that they 
fail to hatch, because of too low a temperature 
during the early days of incubation. The inside 
temperature of an egg under a sitting hen at the 
end of the first 24 hours of incubation is 100 
degrees Fahr.; at the end of a week Io1 degrees ; 
the increase would be due to the increase of animal 
heat from the developing embryo. In an incu- 
bator, with a suspended thermometer registering 
103 deg. Fahr., the inside temperature of the egg 
at the end of 24 hours is only 97 degs. It is a well- 
known fact that the smaller the incubator the better 
the percentage hatch; with the larger machines 
(Iam not writing of Mammoths) there is a great 
variation in the temperature of the egg chamber, 
varymg as much as 5-6 degrees from the centre 
to the outside row. The best results we have had 
have been with the suspended thermometer regis- 
bering 105 degrees in hot-air machines of 100 size 
upwards for the first week, 104 the second, and 
{03 the third; and these results have been con- 
firmed by many readers of ‘‘Eggs’’ who have 
followed this advice. 

TURNING.—Some years ago Mr. Godfrey sent 
us particulars of his experiments of hatching with- 
out turning the eggs. He used about 1,000 eggs, 
and the hatching results were quite good, but not 
one of the chicks lived to be more than six weeks 
eld, and in every case where a post-mortem was 
made it was found there was unabsorbed yolk. 
It is said that if the egg is not turned the germ 
will stick to the shell, but that is not so; the 
object in turning is to secure the more equal dis- 
tribution of heat over the whole body of the egg. 
American experiments have demonstrated that the 
more frequent turnings give the better hatch and 
the stronger chicks. A comparative test we made 
with six incubators, turning four times a day and 
six only two, gave jmuch better results over a 
whole season to eggs most frequently turned. In 
neither case was there any cooling, self-turners 
being used. Everyone will appreciate the neces- 
sity of testing thermometers before starting the 
hatching season. I am often asked for an address 
to send them for testing. They should be sent 
to :—The Director, National Physical Laboratory, 
Teddington, Middlesex. The charge, I believe, 
is 2/9, including postage. 
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STORAGE.—-As mentioned before, the storage 
of eggs intended for incubation is of the greatest 
importance, affecting not only the chances of a 
successful hatch, but the health and vitality of 
the chick. A well-stored egg willl give better 
results after ten days than one which is merely 
laid on a shelf exposed to varying degrees of tem- 
perature at five days old. 


The best temperature at which to store eggs is 
50 degrees Fahr. They should be stored in bran, 
or wrapped in newspaper, on their sides, airing is 
quite unnecessary. 


SELECTION OF EGGS.—Badly-shaped, — thin- 
shelled, abnormally large or small eggs should not 
be incubated. 

The eggs of the pheasant and guinea fowl 
take 25 days to hatch. Both of these birds are 
finer and smaller in bone than many varieties of 
our common fowl. The shell of the egg is ot 
much closer texture and thicker than the shell of 
the hen’s egg, and we may assume to this cause 
alone is due the slower development jof the 
embryo. This is a point which has not been given 
sufficient attention in the investigational work con- 
nected with the dead-in-shell problem. In examuin- 
ing one dozen eggs sent, ten of which had con- 
tained chicks which had reached the 2oth day, 
we found that in eight of these eggs (White Leg- 
horns) the shell appeared wholly unaffected by 
the action of the carbon dioxide, during incu- 
bation, in spite of the fact that the membrane was 
in a moist condition. The shell was in every 
respect like that of a new-laid egg, and it was due 
entirely to this that the chicks failed to hatch. 
After noting this fact, care was taken to examine 
the shell of a large number of eggs, and in a con- 
siderable percentage we found conditions exactly 
similar to those described above—the chick fully 
developed, the membrane moist, not brittle, as 1s 
the case of unhatched eggs which had reached 
the same stage of development. In the great 
majority of these cases the eggs were not those 
of the sitting breeds. Barnevelders lay an egg 
with an exceptionally thick shell of close ‘texture, 
and their eggs are more difficult to hatch in incu- 
bators than those of any other breed. The difh- 
culty would be met to some extent if moisture was 
supplied from the first, and the eggs were sprayed 
during the last few days of incubation. In many 
of the eggs sent there was reason to believe that 
had they been given a few more hours in the 
incubator the chicks would have hatched success- 

fully. Some Rhode Island Red eggs had very 
thick shells, and failure to hatch was in some 

cases due to this; but it was not noticeable in 
the eggs of Wyandottes or Sussex, and very rarely 
in the non-sitting breeds, 


It will be agreed that in studying dead-in-shell 
problems we have given far too much attention to 
Incubator conditions, and too little to the egg itself. 
The clutch of eggs we place under a hen will not 
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differ so materially from one another as thi 
twenty score we place in an incubator, and w 
cannot expect the egg of the Barnevelder with it 
much thicker shell to hatch under exactly th 
same conditions as that of the average Leghor 
or Wyandotte. It is certainly a mistake to hate 
the eggs of these breeds together. 

It must be evident, when the embryo dies befor 
the 15th day, that only one conditwn in th 
incubator is likely, to cause this mortality—to 
high or too low a temperature. 


EGGS INCUBATED should always be fro 
healthy, vigorous, and well-matured stock, siz 
average for the breed. They should be carefull 
fed, not forced for eggs by the excessive use ¢ 
animal food, or spices which «are always injurious 
Highly-fecund hens intended for breeders shoul 
be moulted out in September, by slightly reducin 
the food, confining them to a warm house, and pt 
them on full diet when the feathers begin to fa 


freely. A good mash for breeding hens is 2a 
follows :-— 
Bran and Alfalfa Meal 1 Ib. each. 
Middlings. — nee 2% ; 4% \bs. 
Sussex Ground Oats me ez ee 44 Ibs. 
Maize Meal ... one i. es 4 |b. | 
Fish or Meat and Bone Meal . ar 4 Ib. 
Dried Yeast or Soya Bean Meal ... bee 4 Ib. 


TO SUMMARISE :—Careful storage of eggs | 
essential to successful incubation. Stale or bad! 
stored eggs means dried membranes, incapable | 
permitting escape of carbon dioxide, or intake 4 
oxygen. 

Eggs should be stored on their sides in bran | 
wrapped in newspaper, at a temperature as near 
as possible 50 degrees Fahr. | 

The ideal temperature of the incubator room | 
65 degrees Fahr. Large numbers of germs peri} 
or are so weakened that they fail to hatch becau 
of too low a temperature during the first few da) 
of incubation. The best temperature, with a su 
pended thermometer in incubators of I00 or OV 
capacity, is 105 degrees the first week, 104 # 
second, and 103 the third. 

Fees should not be cooled or aired. | 

felts should not be removed until the 19th da 
and then one should be allowed to remain. 

The more frequent turnings the better t 
results. 

No applications of oil, grease, or acid to t 
shell will in the least assist hatchability. Hat 
ability of eggs is an inherited factor. 

Feeding may lack the elements essential to 
building-up of a vigorous healthy chick. | 

Everyone should study their own condittor 
What is advisable in a dry attic will not give g¢ 
results in a damp cellar. | 

As a last word, it is never advisable to all 
chicks to stay long in the nursery drawer of 

incubator. There is a difference of 20 degn 
in the temperature of the egg chamber and 1 
drawer; chicks become chilled, with. the él 


sequent high mortality. 
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Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Association. 


Nominations for Election to Council. 


Candidate. Address. Vote. 


CLAY, Mrs. M. B. E., The Riddings, Long Preston, W. Yorks. 


*DOWDEN, Jiohn Hobart,| Heydioowm, Heathfield, Sussex. 


*FOULKES, P.-Hedworth; Pondiover Lodge, Virginia Water, Surrey 


*MADDISON, Miss N. B.| Brookside, Dane Hill, Sussex. 


PHELAN, Michael P., Cleave Barton, Northam, N. Devon. 


—————— El 


There are three vacancies. Please place a X against the THRHK CANDIDATES for whom 


you wish to vote. 
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Papers must be retumed to the Secretary, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussex, not later than 
Friday, 16th October, 1925. 


* Retiring Members seeking re-election 
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If You are Not 
A Member of the S.P.B.A.,— 
Why Not? 


Do you know the advantages of membership ? 


Do you realise that this journal, ‘“ EGGS,” is the sole property of the S.P.B.A., and that by 
becoming a member for 5s. subscription you acquire an interest in it ? 


Do you realise that the S.P.B.A. is the strongest, the most influential, and the most 
progressive Societv in the world ? 


Do you realise that membership entitles you to free advice by post, a copy of the Annual 
Register, which is the best Year Book published ? 


That you are able to buy, through the Association, Food-stuffs and Appliances at reduced 
rates ? 


That by becoming a member you are taking a step towards the organisation of the Industry 
on business lines, which will heip you to compete with foreign competition ? 


Do you realise that whether you are the large Commercial Egg Farmer or a Back-yarder, you 
benefit by becoming a member of the S.P.B.A.? 


No other Society gives such value for membership 


If you are an up-to-date really progressive poultry-keeper, you will sign attached form and 
send it, with your subscription, to the Secretary, Tom Newman, The Beeches, Rudgwick, 
Sussex. 


To be sent with remittance to the Secretary, Tom Newman, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Horsham. 


IT desire to become a member of the S.P.B.A., and agree to observe its rules, and promote tts 
interests to the best of my ability, and have pleasure in enclosing herewith the swm of pounds 


shillings ; annual subscription to the S.P.B.A., to Aug. 81st. 


Name. 
PLEASE 


WRITE Address 


DISTINCTLY 


A lady should state whether Mrs. or Miss. 


Cheques and P.O.’s to be made payable to Tom Newman and crossed. 


The Subscription is a minimum of 5/:, due September Ist of each year; members elected after April 30th are liable for half 
the Subscription for the current financial year. 
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mond)—271. The National Poultry 
Council Report — 289. Annual 
General Meeting—292. The Dairy 


Show—296. Houses and Hovers “at 
the Dairy Show (FP. 8. Campbell)— 
307. Poultry-Keeping IS Husbandry 


—Important Decision—310. Eggs 
and Meat (John Meekings)—8all. 
Selecting the Breeders (H. R. 
Hunter)—333. Palace Show—359. 
Opening of the Seventh Midland 


Federation Laying Test—341. Death 
of Mr. P. L. Johnson—376. The ‘‘All- 
Purpose’ System of Brooding and 
Rearing (Major W. Hayland Wilson) 
—378, 384, 402. The Modern Laying 
House—409. Petit Poussin—440. 


R. 

Rabbits.—The Chinchilla Rabbit for Fur 
(H. J. Gardner)—39,. 196, 312. 
Angora Rabbit Wool FParming—64, 
78, 176, 186. 

Rearing. —The ‘* All-Purpose ’’ System of 
Brooding and Rearing (Major Hay- 
land Wilson) —374, 384, 402. 


Ss, 


” 


5.P.B.A.—Crooked Breasts—9. Early 
Moult—9. Intensivism—10. Warmth 
and Egg Production—41. The Wel 


lingham Experiments—42, 69, 235, 
357, The Food Scheme—53, 88, 153, 
235, 345. Plucking—53, Utility and 
Exhibition — 54. Marketing — 69. 
Sparrows — 69. {Broodiness — 70. 
Divergent Opinions—88. The Cutitic 
Criticised—88. Co-operative Market- 
ing—l00. Brooders—100. Blindness 
—101. Harly Hatching—l01. High 
Record Craze—116.  Bilindness—134. 
Iron Houses—135. Red Mite—179. 
The Deposit System—189.- The Coun 
cil Meeting—190, 426. The Proposed 
Experimental Farm—197, 243. Won- 
derful Fertility—197. Early Maturity 


—216. A Questien Asked (Roup)— 
216. Stock Cockerels—216. Bilder. 
berries and Blindness—236. Grading 


Eggs—Is It Worth While ?—243 
The Planning of Poultry Houses— 
281. An “Interesting Letter—281. 
Sex Again—282, Breeding from Pui- 
lets—282. A Candid Opinion—306, 
Food Purchase Scheme—307. And 
the Test was—307. Food Purchase 
Scheme—323, 374, 393, 428. Crystal 


Palace—The Grand Thtemathonal 
323. Fowl Pox—324, - Straw Houses 
—824. Income Tax—345. Weight of 


Birds—345. Incubation—356. ‘South 
African Laying Tests—357, The 
Price of Eggs—374. Notes from Lan- 
cashire—392. The Experimental 
Farm—392, Professor Thomson Again 


-—393. The Pelvic Bones and the 
Moult—393. Light or Heavy Breeds 
—410. Buff Rock v. R.I. Red—410), 


Close Bones—411, A Warning—427. 
Charcoal—427, The . Register—428, 
Chinese Eggs—428. 


qT, 
Table Poultry.—Table Poultry Production 
(J. Hi. Dewden)—219, 229. 
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‘DEFERRED TERMS. 


We are pleased to supply any of our goods 
on deferred payments to suit our customers’ 
requirements. These terms are financed 
entirely by us. In this way the customer deals 
direct with Walton’s threughout. Terms are 
25% cash with order and 12 equal monthly 
payments. 5% only is the extra charge for this 
accommodation. 


THE POPPY. 


This finely constructed Laying Heuse is made ef the finest 
qvality 3-in. boards throughout and is fitted with Z-in plate glass 
windews, eutside nest bexes, pershes, dropping boards, fowl 
| entrance, etc. It is entirely draught and weather proof. Fulest 
i particulars and specification will gladly be sent on application. 


|) Made in nine standard sizes from 8ft. by Git. by Zit. at £10 15 6 
; to 120ft. by 10ft. by 7ét. at £139 0 6 


ALL MODELS CARRIAGE PAID. 


| OVER 500 HOUSES ALWAYS 
| IN STOCK. 


Our sverage daily output of Poultry Houses alone 
; is well over 40, which enables us to offer eur buildngs 
| at 25% below ether makers’ priees. The “ Rose” and 
* Poppy ” Houses are always in stock and can therefore 
| : be supplied in 24 hours. 


QEOUDNIAULAUADAONANALODOSHNDASEOUEDOUATOOOOUEOUOETELIOH UALDANNT00000Q000000008¢EDETULTAOANTHAU 
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ORIEINAS: 
POULTRY HOUSES 
& APPLIANCES 


A very popular type of semi-intensive fees made in fin. 
planed, tongued. grooved and V jointed red boards on a sirong 
framework. The roof is of g-in. planed, tengued and grooved 
beards covered with thick PLUVEX roofing felt. 

Twe up-and-down shutters are fitted complete with chains. 
Door is on tee hinges and fitted with lock. Supplied complete in 
every detail including perch, bolts and nuts. 


Size, Git. long by 4ft. wide by 4ft. high a). hence, Le 25.0 
Size, 7it. long by 4ft. Gina. wide by 5ft. high ... Gree te 0 
Outside nest box, 6/6 extra. 


xe Paid in seneens and Wales. 


ANY OF THESE CATALOGUES FREB BY RETURH. 


Seetion 1. Buildings of every Section 3. Bungalows. 
description, Moter Houses, ete. Section 4. Poukry Houses, 


' Seetion 2. Greenhouses, Conser- Ineubators, Brooders, Wire | 
yateries, Garden Frames, Netting, Dog Kennels, Ferret | 
ummer Houses. etc. Hutches ete. ' 


e S Bo 
(M-SP-BA and PC.) 9 


MUSKHAM. WORKS, NEWARK 


EGGS. December 30th, 1925, 
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BUCKEYE 


The season for hatching is fast approaching. YOU have no doubt, like many other poultry farmers, 
contemplated buying a new incubator, a new brooder. May be you have even thought of doing away 
with your stock of incubators and brooders. The reason for this 1s simple—you are not satisfied. 
Four qualities are necessary in incubators and brooders. They are, in order of value, 


EFFICIENCY, ECONOMY, LABOUR-SAVING, DURABILITY. 


These four qualities are to be found in the BUCKEYES. They are absolutely the most scientific 
poultry appliances. Every detail is calculated to do its work, no more, no less. Nothing is left to 


chance. All parts are fully tested in our experimental hatchery before being manufactured for the 
World’s market. 


Science and practice have been ‘amalgamated to supply poultry farmers with incubators and brooders 
of unexcelled quality. 


To get satisfaction there is only one way, that is the BUCKEYE way. BUCKEYE will help you to 
make a financial success of your poultry farm, BUT do not try to make BUCKEYE profits without 
BUCKEYE equipment—IT CANNOT BE DONE. 


The size you need is here. 


QUALUENDAGONDEOUNNDUOUEODEQUONUAOOEOUNOOOONOOOGDOGHOOOEOEUOSUGOONOOOOOROORORODVEG HOU GGOERTONUOOTOOD ETO 


Sivie= L. No. 14. Incubator for 65 Eggs 
m2 No. 16. ee peal 2O.s ey 
34 No. 17. a Yogi) £0 ek 
Standard No. =. _ Re E20 as 
as Nos 23 3 fab ato 
3 No. 3. 9 59 Oe 
as No. 4. ¥ 992.350) 5; | 
4 Now 5 4 a OOO tae 
Portable No. 20. Brooder for 60 Chicks 
2 | 
” No. 21s 9” 9) I0O be] | 
dy No. 22. ce) 9 150 ”» 
Blue-flame No. 27. < 7h8 2OOT se 
i No. 28. ts 35 Ose 
9 No. 20. 9 $15, 5O0n nog 
Standard No.: 18. e 500s cae 
No. 10. 9 39 {1 000 2 ee 


MAMMOTH INCUBATORS FROM 1,000 TO 
12,000 EGGS. 
SPECIAL CATALOGUE ON APPLICATION. 


Mammoth Incubator, No. 31—2,772 eggs. : 


It is, we are certain, to your interest to have our catalogue, We will gladly send it on receipt of your card with address. 


The Buckeye Incubator Co., pasinsctoke, Hants. 


G. MURTON, Representative, 
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lecember 30th, 1925. 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 


¢X. J. BELL, M.S.P.B.A., U.D.C., 
wick P.F, Princes Risborough, Bucks 
Reds, Runner and Khaki-Campbell 
gw Eggs, Chicks and Stock Birds. List 
Satisfaction insisted on. 

ss for hatching. Rothschild’s Light 
‘x, Cam’s White Wyandottes, Measures’ 
le Islands, Schimnel’s Barnevelders, 
ers Black Leghorns, Barron’s White 
orns; all direct strains; 6s. dozen; 
100, by return, carriage paid. — Mrs. 
4 Dishley Gramge, near Lough- 
igh. 

ht Sussex Eggs from wonderful winter 
§, on free range; hatching vigorous, 
y chicks; 6s. dozen—H. de Winton, 
t's Lodge. Gloucester, 

6% for hatching from good Utility 
i; various breeds; moderate prices. 
fe write for price list—Arle Poultry 
i, Cheltenham. 


Pat. SIBLEY ,M.S.P.B.A., 
Hill Lane, Coventry. Eggs for hatch- 
from Frank Snowden’s large egg 
a; White Wyandottes, 10s. per 14; 
g R.I.R., big framed birds, splendid 
w layers; 8s. 6d. per dozen. Delivery 
onwards. 


~- EGGS FOR HATCHING. 

ite Wyandottes, Barron’s strain, from 
with 60 to 80 eggs record 90 winter 
{sire’s dam 280 for year; 42s. 6d., 100; 
r 15; no replacements. Carriage paid. 
monds, M.S.P.B.A., The Abbey, 
oe-le-Soken, . Essex. 


_ LIGHT SUSSEX EGGS. 
ehing Eggs; separate pens; 50s per 
Rectory, Stokeclimslamd, Cornwall. 


GGS FOR SPRING CHICKENS. 

Harbord (winner, ist Bath and West, 
2 Fowl) is now booking orders for de- 
y. October onwards; £3 per 100; 7s. 6d. 
i. No replacements. From his &pecial 
; Sussex and R.I.R. Pens; noted for 
ima, size amd quality.—Detling, Maid 


DO YOU REMEMBER 
idvertisements last season for White 
idotte Fertiles. This season’s prices, 
100; £20, 1,000; 10 per cent. extra 
ed unfertiles. Carriage paid Few 
3 and Black Leghorn Cockerels; 2is.— 
ter, S.P.B.A., Regent Poultry Farm, 
ouses, Lytham. 


WHITE LEGHORN EGGS 
FOR HATCHING. 
le under 2ozs. 85 per cent. fertility 
mteed;- Hanson, Bennet and Pike 
18; mated to cocks and cockerels 
, from the Misses Ramsford, Pens VI. 
_ All breeding stock on virgin soil. 
Ction invited. 6s. a sitting; £2 a hun- 
carriage paid.—Apply, Instow Poul- 
, Langton Matravers, Dorset. 


apt. BARNES, KENILWORTH. 
it Sussex or R.IR. Eggs, from big- 
@ birds; 45s.. 100; 23s., 50; 7s., 15. 
PRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY 
see:ring Hatching Eggs from the 
Y BEST EXHIBITION-UTILITY 
TRAPNESTED 
at bargain prices owing to delay in 
ling new mammoth. 
RHODE ISLAND RED, 
WHITE WYANDOTTES, 
WHITE LEGHORNS, 
BUFF ROCKS. 
prizes won, both exhibition and 
y classes. Prices reduced for 
ONE WEEK ONLY. 
il pens from 42s. to 15s. sitting. 
pens from Go} to 18s. per 50. 


@oppice Lodge, Canford, Wimborne. 


JSSEX HATCHING EGGS 


pring Chicks; 50s., 100; selected pens 
Ock birds of highest quality, laying 
able qualities; i0s., 21s. doz. light, 
Brown. Prompt dispatch. Winner, 
i@ exhibition, utility shows since 1905. 
ges, Heathfield. 


EGGS. 


ECCS. 
FOR SALE. 


ing laid between 220-251 pullet year. All 
eggs above 2ozs., 8s. 6d. dozen. Eggs from 
hens with records 200-219, 7s. 6d. dozen. All 
eggs 2078. and over. White Wyandotte Eggs 
from hens with records 200-246, 7s. 6d. doz. 
W Leghorn Eggs, from hens with records 
200-266, 7s. 6d dozen.—Miss Brown, Priory 
ey Farm, near Newnham, Gloucester- 
shire, 


Spring table chicken. Light Sussex- 
White Wyamdotte cross produces fine large 
meaty birds. Hggs, 68 dozen; 45s., 100.— 
Bramley, Allander P.F., Upper Dicker, 
Sussex. 


Kegs for Table Poultry. R.I-R. x L. 
Sussex, R.I.R. x Wyandotte, L. Sussex x 
R.I. Reds; 6s, dozen; 40s, 100. Chickas 
double.—C. Robinson, Grateley, Andover, 
Hants. 


Eggs for hatching. L. Sussex, Leigh- 
Rothsichild; hen’s records 180-220; R.1R. 
Hens, records 200-263, mated to Bouchers 
sire from 282 dam. All birds trap-nested 
Free from disease; 73s. 6d. for 15. — Jones, 
Coldblow, Bonnington, Ashford, Kent. _ 


Light Sussex and Rhode Island Reds. 
Sitting Eggs from 12s. 6d. doz., infertiles 
replaced; Ohicks double. All breeding 
stock trap-nested. Mating List on applica- 
tion—J. O. Widdows, Kingsbury Farm, 
Rotherfield, Sussex. 


BARNEVELDERS. 

Fertile Eggs, 50s., 100; quick despatch; 
fertility guaranteed; diouble-laced stock; 
type proved by show successes. 

LIGHT SUSSEX. 
Twenty pens of Exhibition Utility Stock; a 
few hundred eggs can be booked, 55s., 100. 
CHANDLER. STONESTILE, Charing, Kent, 
COMPARE These RECORDS and PRICHS 

R.I.R. Pen ineludes records 251-269, 230z.- 
Qtoz. eggs. L. Sussex, records 219-254; B. 
Leghorn, records 238-246; W. Leghorn, 
records 263-285. Mated to tested cocks from 
high record hens 9s. per sitting. Mating 
List free. — Capt. Barnes, Kenilworth 
(Breeding Station umder Ministry of Agri- 
culture). 


Dr. HARBORD’S BREEDING PENS. 
Only proved hens drawn from graded free 
range flocks and only sires certified from 
test-winning ancestry-used, 

RHODE ISLAND (UTILITY), 
derived from Bouchier’s record hen and 
Measure’s mated Giolden (direct) Tested 
Cocks; 15, 10s. 6d. (Pens 1 amd 2, 15s.); 50, 
36s.; 110, 70s. : 
LIGHT SUSSEX, Dr. H’s ‘Rent Payers. 
A grand stock, bred to produce winmers; 
15. 10s. 6d. (Pems 1 and 2., 15s.); 50, 35s; 


110, 70s. 
WHITE LEGHORNS. 

Pens 1 and 2: 15, 2is. Ransford Cockerels 
direct; mated to dams of pullets mow 
holding ist position, Wye College. Pens 
3 and 4, sisters of above Cockerels, from 
Margaret Fowler and Frank Sniowden’s 
winmers; 15, 15s. Other Choice Pens, mated 
Golden (direct) and own, 1st prize winners; 
15, 10s. 6d.; 10 per cent. discount on orders 
over £5, if booked a month in advance 
Special terms for large quantities, and 
from free range flocks.—Detling Hill, Maid- 
stone. 


TOM MARKS and SON, 
Oakhill, Somerset, offers Light Sussex and 
R.I. Red Eggs from trap-nesited stock; 
records from 175 to 256 Jarge eggs. “All 
stock mated are true to colour amd types; 
12s. 6d. for 15; £4 per 100; no replacements. 
Satisfaction guaramteed. See testimonials 
from satisfied customers in Year Boox ad- 
vertisement. 


WHITE WYANDOTTES. 
You want good winter layers. My trap- 
nested hens have high winter records, and 
are mated to Barron Cockerels. All large- 
ege birds. Sittings, 7s. doz.; 50s., 100. 
Replacements. Special Cockerel Pens (Re- 
gistered S.P.B.A.), 12s. 6d. doz. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 


W. A. DOUBLEDAY, 


Wyvern Poultry Farm, Wiyenhoe, Essex. 


ECCS. 
FOR. SALE. 
| SPECIALISE IN R.I.R. ~ 
Reliable Hatching Eggs (Golden’s), records 
62 to 75 in 90 winter days, 45s. 100, 24s. 50, 
7s. doz. Clears replaced, 15 no replace- 
ment. Special Pen, 6 years’ careful matings 
(Own), 15s. doz.; limited; clears replaced. 
Carriage paid, approval—J. B. Ordish, 
M.S.P.B.A., Gatacre Poultry Farm, Walney, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Lanes. _ 

MARSH DAISIES. 
Sittings now being booked from Viscount 
Canterbury’s celebrated winners, from 
7s. 6d. Price list free from—lstate Office, 
Rergh-Apton, Norwich. 


ECCS AND CHICKS. 
FOR SALE. 


Light Sussex Eggs; 100, 40s.; 50, 20s. Car- 
riage paid. Chicks double——Paynter, The 
Lawn, Lampton toad, Hounslow. 


Rhode Islands (Boucher), White Wyan- 
dottes (Barron), White Leghorns (Allen 
Bros.). All pedigree trap-nested stock. 
Eggs from 7s. 6d. for 15; Chicks double. 
List free.—Rev. R. Pulleine, Ripley Rectory, 
Harrogate. 


Gold and Silver Cross guaranteed Day- 
old Pullets. Brown Leghorn and Light 
Sussex, 21s. per doz. Booking now.—A. K. 
Blake, M.S8.P.B.A., Golden Pullet Farm, 
South Kilworth, Rugby. 

W. BRESSE x L. SUSS.:X. 

Eggs, 6s. dozen; Chicks to order. Cock. 
erels, 12s.; Pullets, i168. dozen. Also R.I.R.’s 
aud B. Rock Eggs, 63 .dozen Quantities 
cheaper.—Freeman, Henley, Ipswich 

LA BRESSE. 

Orders now being booked. Whites, 10s. per 
sitting. Chicks double—Hemelryk, Old Mill 
House, Partridge Green. 

MARSH DAISIES. 

Orders now being booked. Wheatens, 12s. 
and 16s. Buffs, Blacks or Whites, 12s. per 
silting. Chicks double—Hemelryk, Old Mill 
House, Partridge Green 


CHICKS WILL THRIVE 


if housed in the ‘“‘ Downside.” See display. 


EGGS FOR SPRING CHICKENS. 
20z. Eggs from big-framed Light Sussex; 
45s, 100 — Major Disney-Roehuck, Hoo 
Meavy P F., Yelverton. 


SEX-LINKED EGGS AND CHICKS. 
Brown Leghorn-Light Sussex and Rhode 
[sland Red-White Wyamdottes. Eggs, 68., 
{5. Chicks, Pullets, 21s. dozen; Cockerels, 
12s. 6d.—Roberts, Broughton Poultry Farm, 
Great Bromley, Colchester 


GOLD MEDAL STRAIN, 
WHITE LEGHORNS. 
Winners of National Laying Test, Section 
2, 1925. Booking sitting of eggs, 15a. dozen 
Pullets, Coekerels, from 126. 6d each. — 
Ringley, Balsham Manor Farm, Cambridge. 


W, BRESSE. 


Hatching Eggs now ready from some of 
the best pens mated of the breed. Day-old 
Chicks booked. Eggs, 15s., 258., and 42s. 
per dozen. Chicks double. Also several 
dark-eyed Cockerels, from 25s. to three 
guineas. Numerous prizes at leading 
shows Also first in their section at Bucks 
Laying Trials. — Mrs. EH. T. Kingscote, 
Sherington P. Farm, Newport Pagnell. 


SPRING CHICKS] 
SPRING CHICKS! 


Thousands of Fertile Eggs available from 
large-framed Light Sussex; 60s., 100; £11 &., 
600; £21 68.. 1,000. Assorted Sussex, B.I. 
Red, Buff Orp., White Wyandotte, and 
Rarrel Rock eggs; 458, 100; £10, 600; £18 
{5s., 1,000. Unfertiles not replaced; 85 per 
eent. fertility guaranteed. Order now be 
fore the rush. Eggs ready now, or can 
be despatched om dates specified if booked 
{n time. Day-Old Chicks available from 
January. May _we quote you for your re- 
pp eahs Is We have a flock of nearly 
000 hardy, healthy birds. Send for Ilus- 
trated Catalogue, free 


EASTMAN BROS., 


SUFFOLK POULTRY FARM, 
HADLEIGH, 


EGGS. 


December 30th, 19% 


ECGS AND CHICKS. | 


FOR SALE. 


45 GUINEAS TO BOUCHER 


for eleven Rhode Island Red Sires, heading 
my 1926 pens. For 6 years have bought 
Boucher’s Best Very excellent reports 
have been received from last season cus- 
tomers, regarding winter laying of pullets 
hatched from eggs supplied by me. Size 
and texture of egg being specially re- 
marked upon. Eggs, 10s. doz.; 70s. for 100; 
Chicks double. — Captain Stuart Smith, 
Kinoulton, Notts. 
(C6 COPE ES 2 2 eee 


PULLETS. 


FOR SALG. 


February. 1925, Pul! ets; “White Wy yan- 
dotte and R.I-R. Best ‘strains, 12s. 6d. 
each. Deposit—Rungalow Jiouse, Wheatley 
Eridge, Uxon 


Several hundred Rhodes, Black Leghorns, 
Barred Rocks, 1924 and 1925 Pullets; 7s. to 
12s 6d.—Macaulife Brothers, Ege Farm, 
Ham Fields, Ham Common, Surrey. 


Light Sussex hatched from eggs over 
20z8., from hens with pullet year record of 
200-249 ; guaranteed healthy; six months 
old, 8s.; seven months, 9s.; eight months, 
ids. 6d.—Hamstalis, near Newnham, Glou- 
cestershire, 

White Bresse Pullets;; bred from L2 hens; 
records given; laying; 15s. 6d. amd 10s. 6d. 
each — Miss Yorke,’ Munstead Cottage, 
Godalming. 

SNOWDEN S STRAIN. 

1925 Pullets, from trap-nested stock; 
Wal “closely related to F. Snowden’s 
£1,000 ‘ Daily Mail’- winners: laying, J5s.; 
Teddening up, 12s. 6d and 10s, 6d Also 
BL.-B.LR. and W.W., from 10s. 6d..  Car- 
riage paid on six. A few fine W.L. and 
WW. Cockerels; 12s. 6d.-i7s. 6d—Benson, 
Beckwithshaw, Harrogate. 


COCKS AND COCKERELS. 


F 0 R S A LE. 
Stock © ookerels. Magnificent Mareh 
Rhode Island C ockerels; guaranteed 


hatched from eggs direct Golden’s Pen 12; 
sire’s dam 302 eggs first year, 230 second; 


excellent dark colour; ready mating; 
2is. each. Also White Wyamdotte Cock- 
erels; Eggs direct Frank Snowden’s Pen 


2; vigorous, splendid type; 21s. each. Also 
early April W. L. Cockerels; eggs direct 
Frank Snowden’s Pen 4; good combs; is. 
each. All approval]. Carriage paid — 
Wilfrid Hawkes, M.S.P.B.A., Blackminster 
Poultry Farm, Evesham. 


_P. B. Adams, Hast Franklyns — Poultry 
Farm, Hayward’s Heath. Black Leghorn 
Cockerels) amd Red Sussex Cocks, Cockerels 
and Pullets for sale. _ 

Splendid Laying Strains of Specially 
selected Cockerels, W Leghorns, W. Wyamn- 


dottes (both Warwick Rogers’ stmraim); 
R.LR.’s_ (Whittle’ eh ae om i2s. 6d each. — 
Mrs. Higginson, P.B.A., N.U.P.S., Stan- 
wardine, tienes sala . 


Magnificent Light Sussex Cockerels; well 
marked, clean under colour; from good 
record hens; £1 each.—Greenslade, Hem- 
yock, Cullompton. 

Bryn Poultry Farm, Bishop’s Oaatle, 

Salop (P. Mills). 

Ist, HARPER-ADAMS, BUFF ROCKS. 
White Wyamndottes, Light Sussex. Oockerels 
from 16s .each. 

BLACK MINORCA COCKERELS. 

Capt. Whittley’s Registered Pen direct; 
March hatched: 12s. 6d each Light Sussex, 
Bostock Sinjth-Chivers: also R.I.R.’s; 128. 
6d.—Freeman, Henley, Ipswich. 


LIGHT SUSSEX COCKERELS, 
oe from own birds that wom first ate, 
at the 


MIDLAND LAYING TEST, 
TWO YEARS IN SUCCESSION, 


From 21s. 


RHODE I, RED, 


Closely related to Hast eae Test Win- 
ners, from 17s. Oustomer writes :— 
‘“‘l am very pleased with the eix cockerele 
you sent me.” — Fred Gardner, Stalham, 
Norfolk. 


‘COCKS AND COGKERELS. — 
FOR SALE. 


White Weocortes only. Few carefully- 
selected, individually-bred Cockerels, bred 
from high record layers of large eggs, 
mated to sons of large egg dams, which 
laid 667 eggs in three years, 634 eggs in 
three years, 275 amd 280 eggs in pullet 
year.—Mrs. Burgess, Woodside, Tenterden, 
Kent. 


Wr. Harbord coffers Nine March White 
Leghorn Cockerels; ali test winning ances- 
try: brothers to his pullets now holding 
first position, Wye Couilege. 216 each in 


lots of three.— Detling Hill, Maidstone. 


Frank Snowden Cocks and Early  Cock- 
erels, from trapmested hens, with high 
winter. records. Greatly reduced price; 
Kes each. — Romford P. Farm, Pembury, 
Kent. 


Twelve Magnificent White Leghorn Cock- 
erels (March, 1925), all reared and running 
together and bred. from my famous strain, 
winners of 3 Gold and 2 Silver Medals in 
Jiaying Tests. Pedigree with each bird. 
£10 the lot—W. A. Darracott, Aylesbury. 

Black Leghorn Cockerels,. dams over 213, 
sire’s dam 263. March, 15s.; April, 12s. 6d. 
Approval, deposit._Capt. Maxwell, Leiston, 
Suffolk.’ 


SOLD OUT. 

My advertisement of R.I.R Cockerels in 
“Eggs” last week resulted in sale of my 
complete stock. TI still Ihave a few relec- 
ted W. Leghorn Cockerels, Ranstord x F. 
Snowden, and Ransford x Metcalfe (as pre- 
viously advertiset); 25s. Approval. A pur- 
chaser last week writes: ‘Received cockerel 
on Thursday morning Am pleased to say 
Tam highly delighted with him.” —. Jiong- 
ford, Withington House, Abingdon, Berks 


BLACK BRESSE. 

Lady Stafford has for sale Two Prize- 
Winning Black Bresse Cockerels; £2 2s. 
each, also brothers of above, £1 is. each; 
excellent; for crossing. — Apply. Poultry 
dite sneha Wrotham Park Farm, Barnet, 

ert. 


BLACK LEGHORN AND LIGHT SUSSEX 
Cockerels; good, sound Stock Birds; from 
our Gold Medal Winning Strains. Write 
for prices and further particulars —Thom- 
son, Penypylle, Holywell, Flints. 


NATIONAL LAYING TEST. 

Roland Gianrett’s pen won Bronze Meal 
for Black Leghorns, 1924-5, National ‘Test. 
Pullet 85) laid more first-grade eggs than 
any other Black Leghorn, Championship 
Section included. Cockerels, closely rela- 
ted, 258.; ‘approval. — Wheathampstead. 
Hertfordshire. 

MRS. E. M. L. KNIGHT, 
Manor Farm, Odstock, Salisbury, Feb. and 
March hatched Cockerels for Sale. White 
Leghorn. From hens laying 250-260 °2 to 23 
eggs, sire from 291-egg hen, £2 2s. From 
hens having 220-236, all 2i0z. eggs, sire from 
289-egg hen, £1 10s. From hens laying 252- 
269 eggs, sire 280 2t0z.-egg hen, £1 (10s. 
From the Five Winners of Bronze Medal 
and Silver Oup at the National Laying 
Test, 1924, sire from 289-egg hen, £1 10s.; 
from birds laying 222-247 eggs, sire from 257 
240z. egg hen, £1. White Wyandotte. From 
hens laying 240-250 2ioz.. eggs, sire from 
291-egge hen, £2 2s. From hens laying 235- 
240 2% oz. eggs, sire from 289-eggz hen, £1 
15s. From hens laying 224-232 240z. eggs, 
sire from 280-egg hen, £1. From hens lay- 
ing 212-225 2-240z. eggs, sire from 258 2ioz.- 
egg hen, £1 5s. Light Sussex. From in- 
dividual hens laying 200-231 240z. egg, sire 
from 310-egg hen, from £2 15s. to £3 10s. 
each. From hens laying 170-190 23-2h0z. 
eggs, sire from 270-egg hen, £1 10s. My Lez- 
horns have won Bronze Medal and Silver 
Cup at the National Laying Test, Bentley, 
1924—being third in all breeds in the Test. 
Also Silver Medals in Wiltshire Taying 
Test, for 1924 and 1925. Wyandottes have 
won the Gold Medals in the Wiltshire Lay- 
ing Tests for 1924 and 1925. and Silver. The 
Sussex have won the Walmesley Challenge 
Cup; Gold Medal of the National Laying 
Test, and a Silver Medal given by Susses 
Club at the National Laying Test, Bentley, 
1925. Also the Silver Medals in Wiltshire 
Laying Test for 1924 and 1925. 


COCKS AND COCKEREL 
FOR SALE. 


White Bresse Cockerels, from hene 
ing 20z. eggs, as Pullets; B.O D 
classic winning strain, toot 218.—L 
R. S. Weston, Steeple Ashton. Trowb 
Wilts. 

Exchequer Leghorns; 


marked Cockerels ; 125 6d. 
West Morkton, Taunton. 


Black Leghorns; very fine Cock 
12s. 6d. each.—Innes, West Monkton, ! 
ton. 


Rhode Island Whites; good shape 
cellent bone and colour Cockerels 
1924 Pullets, 15s. each.—Inmes, West | 
ton, Taumton. 


Brown Leghorn Early Cockerels; 
egg strain; from 12s. 6d. —Hudson 
Chilworth PF., Guildford. 


Cockerels. W. Wyant 
R.I Reds. “Individually bred from 
nested stock pens; headed by Ba 
Golden-Burgess; from 15s. Will 
few for W. Leghorn Cockerels, wi 


exceptionally 
each. ~— + 


Pedigree 


pedigree Approval.—Constamtine, 
ningley Hall Poultry Farm, Mixe 
Halifax 


Barnevelder Cockerels (Middleman), 
dams 226 and 243 240z. eggs; Feb. hai 
20s.; March, 17s. 6d. Approval, dep 
Capt. Maxwell, Leiston, Suffolk. 

January and February, 1925, ha 
Cockerels, rich even colour, splendid 
birds, 10s. and 15s. each; 1925 early ha 
Pullets, healthy. well grown, layi 
about laying, 10s—P. Sherwin, £ 
Poultry Farm, Buxted, Sussex. 

National Laying Test. My White | 
dottes are now leading over all b 
Closely related large egg Cockerels, 
30s.; Feb., 25s.; March, 20s. Partic 
Approval, deposit.—Capt. Maxwell, Le 
Suffolk. 


MISS HASLER, S.P.B.A., Frinton-o1 
Fine R.I.R. Pedigree Cockerels and 
Old Hens; 15s. Eggs, 7s. 6d., 15s., am 
per doz. 


COME NORTH FOR STAM) 
Leghorn Cockerels; 15; progeny. 
hens 251 to 240, sire, son of 291 
“Missouri Princess”; direct Frank 
den; only April birds left; 12s. 6d. € 
Allan Thomson, Gowanbank Pe 
Poultry Farm, Avonbridge, Scotland 


R,. B. DOBSON 


Has for sale a few Pedigree Coe 
from trapnested stock; March and 
hatehed; White Wyandottes, Black, 
and Brown Leghorns; dam’s record 
265; 15s., 17s. 6d., 20s., according 
and pedigree. Carriage paid; hampé¢ 
turnable.—Stretfield Poultry Farm, 
well, Sheffield. 


BROWN LEGHORN COCK 


Street-Porter’s best; two-year-olds; 
cendition; 21s. each. — Tom Broo 
White Gross PF., Hedon, Rast York 


G. KEITH SIMMONS 
INDIVIDUALLY BRED 
COCKERELS, 


At the end of the three wintea “4 
my pens held the followin TEs ositio 
NATIONAL T -: 


WHITE WYANDOTTES, is 
HARPER-ADAMS: 
WHITE WYANDOTTES, 4th 
WHITE LEGHORNS, 5th. 


National Test Final Report: Wyan 
5th; Leghorns, 9th. Harper 
Report: Leghorns; 4th. 
This year again ves my stool 
CONSISTENT. 


Eatly-hatched Cockerels, from 
Hens, with high records and cai 
mated. Birds of excellent 

COLOUR, TYPE, AND 8 
Carriage paid on approval, with fi 
gree, from 21s few andi vd 
White Leghorn Cooks at 21s. 
ie pet Farm, Hembury Fort, 

eyon. 


Yecember 30th, 1925. 


;OCKS AND COCKERELS. 
FOR SALE. 


——___ —_—__ —__ -_-— 


Cockerels, 


tite Wyandotte early 
hed; HWarper-Adams’ Gold Medal strain. 


7 from Gumston direct; dams 215-240; 


each. —Grant, Picquet- Piece, _ Andover. 
ignificent Vigorous Black_ Leghorn 
rerels ; March-A pril; Frank Snowden’s 


1 blood direct; beautiful combs; re- 
7 “Daily Mail’ winners ; dam’s records 
to 276; 2is., 17s. 6d., 15s each, accord- 
to pedigree; carriage paid; epprovan 
mgly. — Wilfrid Hawkes, P.B.A. 
kminster, Evesham. 

ght Sussex Cockerels; gorgeous; Feb- 
y, March, April, 1925; 35s., 30s., 25s. 
§ sire’s dam 200 first- grade eggs: ecar- 
® paid.—Miss Harrison Bell, Welwyn 
& 

ye excellent L.S. Cockerels, by Leigh- 
isehild male; sacrifice, £3 the lot. 
(eal Breeding Hens, 1.8. or W.L.; 7s. 
each. Hannaford 120-Chick Brooder, 
Two Rat-Proof Metal Brooders, 100- 
Kk size, £1 the two. All-excellent order. 
wt, Ortonwaterville, Peterborough. 


WVYIDUALLY-BRED COSKERELS, 
jode I. Reds, White Leghorn and White 
mdottes. We have some excellent birds 
disposal of above varieties; bred from 
Medal and Certificate Winmers at 
-Adams’ and National Laying Tests, 
leg anywhere. Price from 15s In- 
specially invited. Satisfaction 
uanteed — Hodgkinson, Boundary Poul- 
arm, Culcheth, near Warrington. 


- LARGE EGG STRAIN. 

hite Wyandottes. Tested Cocks and 

died. Cockerels; gold medal Jaying 
; true to type—Captain Heseltine, 


_ EARLY COCKERELS. 


hite Leghorns and K.I. Reds, from lead- 
Strains of best Pedigree Stock. Records 
i). Prices from 12s. 6d., carriage paid. 
Toval. Particulars on request.—D. and 
Gradon, M.S.P.B.A, Northwood P.F., 
shill, Co. Durham. 


ARBERY POULTRY FARM, | 
STOCKBRIDGE, HANTS. 
Ock Cockerels from individually-recor- 
hens. White Wyandottes, Rhode Island 
6, White Leghorns, and Black Leg- 
08; dam’s records 225 to 280; 10s. to 30s. 
i. according to breed and record. Fall 
lars on application. 


303 EGGS iN PULLET YEAR. 


88 WINTER RECORD. 
steen March-April White Leghorn Cock- 


S sired by son of hen with above 
@d (668 in three years). They are 
‘fed to this hen, and should be prepo- 
‘in siring 


FECUND 
& while the discrimination used in 
Cling their parents has averted the pos- 
faults from careless in-breeding. All 
exceptionally 
EALTHY, ACTIVE and VIRILE, 
yoome up to utility show form. Prices: 
‘to 30s. Approval. 
Ba COXE, 


ig Coppice Lodge, Canford, Wimborne. 


PHILIP CLAPHAM, 


) a Wyandotte Cockerels now "all sold. 

Buff- Rocks left, half and _ full 
thers to my pullet leading first month, 
W. Gloucester Trials. From 21s. — 


fats Farm, Lyonsha.ll, Herefordshire. 


‘DUCKS AND obits Sek 
FOR SALE 


Tected Petites (uong’s). Five 
ke and Drake; 50s. Keduction on quan- 


s—Taylor, Moss Edge, St. Anne's. __ 


BACOT RANGER DRAKES, 


i brothers to my pen of Ducks -that 
mze Medal at National Test, Bent- 


‘Qs. 
HAKI-CAMPBELL DRAKES, 


@ by Drakes from Capt. Long’s Bent- 
ers, 2is—Fred Gardner, Stalham, 


DUCKS AND DRAKES. 


FOR SAL&. 

Beautiful Large Pettipher - Thompson 
strain, Khaki-Campbell,Mareh Drakes; no 
white bibs; dam’s records 256 to 3945; guar- 
anteed egg records parents both sides 
available. “ihe individually-bred bird 
tells.” 158., 17s. 6d., 21s. each; carriage 
paid. Approval Rpaeare te .—Wilfrid Hawkes, 


S.P.B-A, Blackminster; Evesham. 
Buff Orpingtons. A very fine Pen of Six 
Ducks (Wm. Cook’s) and One Drake (Chit- 
tenden), 60s., carriage paid.—Miss Cardale, 
U.D.C., Painswick, Stroud, Glos. 
Khaki-Campbell Drakes (1925), brothers of 
yy Bronze Medal Winners, National Test, 
15s., 17s. 6d., 21s. each. No white. bibs. 
Approval, deposit.—Capt. Maxwell, Leiston, 
ROL he att aS Ne eee ae 
BUFF ORPINGTON DUCKS. 
Stock Drakes and Breeding Pens. All 


breeders trap-nested. | Unequalled test 
records.—Captain Heseitine, Ropley. 
2 = ene at Tat. i 


TURKEYS. 


FOR SALE, 


Mammoth Bronze Turkeys. Valuable 
Breeding Pen: 30lb. stag, Four Hens, for 
£5. Last season’s eggs, 95 per cent. fertile. 
Short of ground compels me to cel]. — 
Spink, Strawberry Lane, Wilmslow. 


TABLE PICEONS. 


FOR SALE. 


“Few. Pairs left. Must clear at half price. 


—HWidler, Colehill, Wimborne, 


BREEDING Bane: 


eh ae FOR SALisian 
“LIGHT SUSSE 


Dr. Harbord, having hae his Breed- 
ing Pens from his noted large flocks of 
free range, all graded hens, real rent- 
payers, can spare Three Pens of Six and 
Selected Unrelated Cockerel; six guineas 
pen. This stock of Sussex has a mame tor 
winter eggs, size, stamina, and beauty.— 
Detling Hill, Maidstone. 


RHODE ISLAND REDS. 


_ Dr. Harbord, having made up his Breed- 
ing Pens from 500 free ramge graded hens 
(Utility) of noted stamina, size, and proved 
rrchific large egg layers, can spare a few 
useful Pens of six; 90s.; sound value Suit- 
able unrelated Cockerels; 30s.—Detling Hill, 


Maidstone. _ a ot 
RASBITS. 
__ FOR | SALK. 


BUR RABBITS. 

OBTAIN THE BEST TO START WITH. 
The following are a few of the honours 
won by the ‘‘Heaselands’’ Stud during the 
past few weeks, which is proof of their 
quality :—Preston, Two ists and Special; 
Bentham, two ists; Hartlepool, ist and 


Special and ‘Two $rds; Maidemhead. ist 
and Silver Spoon for best young Chin- 
chilla, 2nd amd 3rd; Hastings, Two Ists; 


Southborough, : ist 
2nd, 3rd, 


and 2nd Dursley, ist, 
and Reserve; Dover, ist, Two 
grds; Whitstable, Two ists and Speciail, 
best Chinchilla; Five 2nds, Two ards; Dair- 
lington, 2nd amd 4th; Barnstaple, ist, 2nd, 
grd,- amd: Reserve; Grand International, 
Crystal Palace, 1st im class of 77 Chim- 
chilla. Does. 4th, five months’ Bucks; 2nd, 
four months’ Havana Does, claimed at 
catalogue price, £5 5s.; 2nd, three 3rds, 
Argentes, v-h.c. and h.c., Maraakas; 
Alsagar; ist. 

The above wins have been gained with 
Chinchillas. Argente de Champagnes, 
Havanas, and Beverens. I have a splendid 
lot of Young and Adult Bucks and Does 
in each of these varieties, also Black and 
Tan and <Angoras, for sale, at very 
moderate prices. Even if you do not wish 
to commence breeding until the Spring, 
it is wise, in the interests of economy, to 
purchase your stock now. 

The price of breeding stock advances 
considerably in the Spring. Take advan- 
tage of this opperHantly, and let me know 
your nea ements no 


BOSTOCK SMITH, 
‘« Heaselands,” Barham, Canterbury. 


RABBITS. 
FOR S ALE, 
Lady Rachel Byng, vente Rabbit Farm, 
Sandhos, Hexham, Northumberland. Ex- 
hibition and Wool Stock for Sale. Vacancy 
Day _ Pupils and Lady Apprentices. 

For Sale, Beautiful White Angora “Doe, 
Byng strain, with full pedigree; ‘wonderful 
wooller, 30s.—Pondtail Poultry Farm, Kirby 
Cross, Hssex. — 


CD DR LS 


DOCS. 
FOR SALE. 


—————— — 

Pedigree Cairn Terrier 
November, 4 guineas. 
Aberdeen Dog Pups, 


Bitch “Pup, born 
Also Cairn-Cairn- 
born September, 30s. 


—Apply Winthrop,- Bankwood, Charing, 
Kent. 
APP LIANGEB. 
e, FOR SALR 
Galvanised Steel Corn ‘Bins, ‘lowt., ge. 
Zowt., 138.; Scwt., 198.; dowt., 24.; 6owt., 
dis. 6d.; scwt., 37a. ‘6d. Hinge lids. Carriage 


paid. —Hudson, Sheet Metal Works, Patri- 


croft, Lancs. 


Poultry Fattening Appliances. — Neve 
Bros., Heathfield, Bussex. Catalogue free, 


Frujt Trees and Poultry Netting Stakes; 
6ft., 18s. for 50; 32s. per 100; carriage paid 
£1 ‘order. All sizes quoted for.—Oureton, 
Shifnal, Salop. 

110-Egg . Phipps’ .Perfection. incubator, 
1925 model; guaranteed working order; 
list. price £10, sell £7. Inspection invited. 
Would exchange for good Foster Mother, 
Phipps’ preferred. — Frank Harris; Wye- 
verne, Hewelsfield, Glos. 

1,800 Glevum Mammoth Incubator, used 
two seasons with good results, must sell 
quick; leaving England January 9th; 
accept half. maker’s - price—Massey, 41, 
Chiphill Road, Bolton. 


Glevum 1,800 Mammoth Incubator, excel- 
lent working order and condition, £60. 
Immediate dispatch given.—Miller, Poultry 
l'arm, Gartsherrie,. Coatbridge. 
Ng a a 

Incubators and Hovers, various makes. 


Lists free —Draper, Poultry Appliance Pro- 


vider, Blackburn. 


‘Creosote for preserving timber, Black Var- 
nish for corrugated iron, etec.; Red Varnish 


for damp house, gable endr, _etc —Write, 
Kempson and Co., - Ltd., ‘Pye Bridge, 
Alfretion. 

Five Hearson 240- egg Incubators. Four- 


teen Double Compartment 150-Chick Capa- 
city Foster-Mothers. Imspection invited. 
Offers Wanted for whole or part. — 
Macauliffe Brothers’ Egg Farm, Ham 
Fields, Ham Common, Surrey. 


Hearson 240 Incubator; good condition; 
£8. Buckeye, 600. 


Used two seasons only; 


condition as new; £20. — Gordon, The 
Laurels, Carterton, Oxon. 

PEDIGREE BASKETS 
For incubator trays, made of fine wire 


gauze, to hold six eggs ; 6in. square x 23 
deep, With hinged lid: 3s. 6d. each: six for 
18s. 6d.- post free. Special sizes made to 
order—E. D. G. Appliance Co., Ltd., 31, 
Alderman’s Hiill, Loudon, N.13 


TO POULTRY FARMERS. 

Intensive Poultry House, 106 ft. lons, 
9 ft. wide, 6 ft. 6 in. high, divided- into 
three separate houses; 42 jin. glass win- 
dows, 75 imside nest-boxess Substantially 
built boarded floors; over 5§ tons timber. 
Capacity 600/800 fowls. Price on rails £125. 
—Little Cannons, Epping Uplands, Essex. 


“SECTIONAL ARMY BUILDINGS, 
from 30 ft. x 16 ft. to 150 ft. x 28 ft. in 
excellent condition, with floors, windows, 


doors, lined interiors. Fuller particulars, 
apply— Claysou, Lyminge, Kent. 
““Downside’”’ House has 


The 
PERFECT VENTILATION. 
See display. 


FOX’S TRAP-NEST FRONTS, | 


Simple, durable, reliable; sample threa, 
oe. onan. carriage paid.—Fox, Hebron, 
Osintie Bucks. 


APPLIANCES. 
FOR SALE. 


Phipps‘ 160 Premier Incubator, as new: 

ed up to 88 per cent.; £5 10s.; car- 

riage paid.—Allsworth, Wyselwood, Sand- 
hurst, Berks. 


“Uneedit’” Mammoth Brooder Fittings, 
consisting of stove, over 200 feet of pipiag, 
and six hovers, with lifting gear; capacity 
1,200 chicks; in good order; been little used. 
Too large for present owner. What offers? 
—Young, Brett’s Hall, Tendring, Essex. 

Hearson 240-Egg Imcubator; used one 
scason; perfect condition; £12.—Woodroffe 
P.F., Dambury, Essex. =< 

Glevum Blue Flame Hovers (3); 500 chick 
size; £3 10s.; good condition; in use all last 
season. Also Castle Hovers. — Bigland, 
Beaconsfield. 


Stanworth 1,200-Egz Mammoth Incuba- 
tor; £55; solid oak model; excellent work- 
ing order and condition. Ready immediat2 
dispateh—Wendover Deam Farm, Wend- 
over, Bucks. 


ee eee 
Soole Giant Incubator, 1,200-egg size; 
nearly new; in perfect condition: price, 
£65, cost double. Being sold as poultry 
discontinued.—Rooke, Brimpton, Berks. 


Close-woven Osier Shelter Hurdles,  6ft. 
long; 25s. dozen, f.o.r.; light, strong. and 
portable; ideal for chick rearing; any size 
made to order. — Berwickmere Appliance 
Agency, Berwick, Sussex. 


Sectional Incubator House (Tamlin) for 
sale; double-walled and packed with saw- 
dust; excellent order, new in 1924. Also 
One Glevum 100 Incubator, amd one 
Gloucester, 100, both S.T. trays—Apply, 
TeieR Brow Poultry Farm, Dedham, ‘Gol- 
chester. 


Seat et cn IOI AOS Ee 
INCUBATOR AND BROODER FITTINGS. 
Note: Every fitting stocked; complete 

ets or accessories supplied; lists stamp.— 

“Myers,’ Manufacturers, Cadogan Terrace, 
Victoria Park, London, E.9 


FOODS. 
FOR SALE. 


Superior Oockle Grit; 1 cwt., 2. 9d.; 

5 cwt., 126. 6d.; 10cwt., 225. 6d.; 1 ton, 40s.; 

f,o.r. Trade supplied—Framingham. South 
uay, King’s Lynn, 

“FERTILITY” POULTRY FOODS 
For Egg Production. Purest, Cheapest, 
and Best. Send for price list and samples. 
—British Fertiliser Co.,, Ltd., Wenlock 
Street, Bradford. 


THE MISSING LINK. 

OUR COMPLETE MINERAL SALTS, 
Calcium, Phosphorus, Potassium, Sodium 
Chloride, Magnesium, &c., &c., 7 lbs. 
28.°6d., post paid: 4 cwt., 88. 9d.; 1 cut, 
16s. Carriage paid England, Wales.—John 
Wright (Tunbridge Wells), Ltd. 


LIMESTONE GRIT, 
Derbyshire Limestone Grit, 3s. cwt.; 50s. 


per ton, f.or.—E. Thornhill, Great Long- 
stone. Derbyshire. 


SPICK GRIT, 
(Registered Trade Mark). 

One shell, grit or stone will not give you 
perfect resulta. Spick Grit is scientifically 
blended and will; 8s. ewt., carriage paid, 
or all corn dealers, in smaller bags. — 
Liverine, Limited, Grimeby. 


AB GRIT, 
SUN-BLEACHED 
SHORE SHELL. 
SUPERIOR TO AMERICAN OYSTER. 
FAR SURPASSES ORDINARY COCKLE. 
y squander your money on oyster grit 
and perpetuate a popular fallacy. Sun- 
bleach Shell Grit is half the price and bet- 
ter, a8 analysis by a renowned chemist and 
careful direct testa and numerous confirma- 
tory testimonials have proved. 6s. 6d. cwt., 
carriage paid 150 miles, or 36. cwt., f.o.r. 
Special Trade quotations, delivery any 
gtation, 4, 6, 8-ton lote. 
ANDREWS’ BRITISH GRITS. 
LEYSDOWN, KENT. 


EGGS. 
MEDICINE, 
NO MEDICINE WILL BE REQUIRED 


by birds housed in the “ Downside.” They 
will keep healthy. See display. 


A CERTAIN CURE FOR ROUP. 
COST UNDER 1/- PER GALLON. 
Why pay more? One of many guaran- 
teed testimonials reads :—‘‘36 birds treated 
are now perfectly mormal; six extra bad 
cases are gradually yielding to treatment. 
YOUR REMEDY CERTAINLY DOES 
ALL YOU CLAIM FOR IT.” 
Simple, safe. quick Write for my pamph- 
let, 1s., post free. 

‘THE DETECTION, CURE AND 
PREVENTION OF ROUP.” 

Save yourself and your birds from ruin.— 
Severn Storr, The Winnaway Poultry 

Farm, Harwell; Steventon, Berks. 


ROUP. ROUP, 
“ DIPTH”’ (Non-Poisonous). 
(Registered Trade Miamrk). 
THE NEW AND SURE CURE AND 
PREVENTIVE tor 
ROUP, CHICKEN-POX, CANKER AND 
COLDS IN FOWLS, TURKEYS, 
PHEASANTS AND PIGEONS. 
“Dipth’’ is a quick cure, no handling of 
birds necessary, as “Dipth’* is simply 
mixed with meal and fed-as a wet mash. 
Prices, in sealed tins:—Pint, 3s.; Quart, 
5s. 3d ; 4-Gial., 9s., Gal., 16s.; 2-Gals., 308.; 
4-Gals., 558.; 8-Gals., 10568. Carriage paid 


JOHN SMART, S.P.B.A., 


“Bonnybrook,” Sunbury-on-Thames, Mid 
dlesex. 


WATER RAT 


Roup Paste in tubes for the drinkinz 
water. Just squeeze a little into the 
water, and it cures and prevents roup in 
fowls; also disinfects the water. The birds 
can get it on an empty stomach. Easy 
to carry round the farm. All dealers se!l 
6d. and is. 6d. tubes, or four 1s. 6d. direct, 


post free, 5s. 6d. — lLiverine, Limited, 
Grimsby. 
no ES PE ES 


PUPILS. 


ee 

Miss Harrison Bell, Sisservernes Farm 
Welwyn, Hertfordshire (London, 25 miles) 
Thorough practical and theoretical train- 
ing on Pedigree Poultry Farm; up-to-date 
equipment. Girls taught on businegs lines. 
Mammoth and Small Incubators. Lectures 
Examination. Post found. Prospectus free. 


Pupils are received and thoroughly 
traine1 amidst charming surroundings by 
Major and Mrs. Disney-Roebuck, on their 
Modern Pedigree Farm at Hoo Meavy, 
pest ea South Devon. Carpentering 

ugdot, 


pein hee tl a AE A SER Neon a! 7 TE ee 

Wanted to place, January, two young 
men, age 17, on good poultry farm for 
tuition, Midland Counties preferred. Terms 
moderate. — Blundell-Williams, Radway, 
Warwick. 


Capt. Collins, Dale Egg Farm, Lawshall. 
Bury St. Edmunds, offers personal tuition 
to one keen Pupil. 1,000 pedigree trap- 
nested White Leghorns. Particulars on 
request. 


= 


One or two Vacancies, Kent, only for 
keen educated Male Pupils, live out. Pro- 
gressive Pedigree and Commercial Farm: 
2,000 head. Premium moderate 6 months, 
improver, helpful, free position to follow: 
possible-——Owner, 6, Fairfax Road, Hamp- 


stead. 
a Ie eee es 
Vacancies for Poultry Pupils. — P. B 


Adams, East Franklyns Poultry Farm, 
Hayward’s Heath. 


Vacancy for a Pupil Assistant on Com- 
mercial Poultry Farm; good opportunity 
for one who is really keen to learn the 
methods of a payimge business; live out; 
small premium .—Worters, Uplands Poultry 
Farm, Rotherfield, Sussex. 


Miss Hasler, Frinton-on-Sea, has Vacancy 
now for Two Pupils on Pedigree Poultry 
Farm. Thorough practical training: six 
months or one year. 


Decembier 30th, 1925, 
PUPILS. | 


Vacancy Pupil. Commercial, Pigs, P 
try. Large scale on estate. Most meth} 
tested. Fullest instruction. No premi 
—Langridge, F'ramingham Pigot, Norw 


HOW TO MAKE MONEY 


by Wool Farming, price 1s. 3d. The i 
Rachel Byng, High Sandhoe, Hexh 
Northumberland, has Vacancies for Gen 
man or Lady Apprentices on her Ang 
Rabbit Wool Farm; 400 rabbits; live ¢ 
three months’ free training; sho 
hours; premium; £5 5s. or weekly 
Lovely country, delicious air. Posts foi! 
for suitable pupils. Can highly ree} 
mend Lady Pupil to take charge of Ang 
Rabbit Farm; board and lodging, ; 
small salary. “How to Make Money | 
Wool Farming,” price is. 3d: 


PARTNERSHIP, 


Poultry and Fur Rabbits. Lady Wan! 
help increase production; 9-acre fart: 
Dare. Horsford, Norwich, .. __ | 
— ll 

Vacancy, through illness, for Parti 
batchelor preferred, to join another (@ 
34, in developing 19-acre farm recer 
started Essex, chiefly poultry. Ideal p| 
tion, good prospects. Capital requit 
£1,000—Box 10, “Eggs,” 94, Farnecor) 
Street, London, S.E.16. 


wiSGELLANEGUSD UN 


The Finest Quality Light Norfolk Ole 
Honey, from my own bees; in & 11/63 


riage paid. Sample 3d.—k. 
Mattishall, Hast Dereham, Norfolk. 


10/6 to Measmre. Breeches or Tro 
made from the hardest wearing Cords } 
Tweeds. Style and fit guaranteed, orc 
refunded —Send mow for free patterns || 
measurement form: {Hebden iOord 


(Dept. 20). Hebden Bridge. Yorks. 


FARMS FOR SALE. | 
Poultry Farm for Sale; 2,000 birds. In! 
bators, Foster Mothers, etc. Also Bur 
low. Local demand for all eggs. Fe 
situate between Teddington Bridge ‘ 
Lockhouses. — Apply, Macauliffe Broth 


Egg Farm, Ham Fields, Ham Com 
Surrey. 


For Sale, Surrey and Hants Bord 
an old-time village, Brick-built and uy 
Ccttage Residence, containing large Ii 
room, two or three bedrooms, kite 
offices, bathroom (hot amd cold water € 
plies); gas; company’s water; gara ) 
store. Paddock of one acre. Near all ¢ 
veniences, including motor 'bus Tfo 
Freehold. £845. — Apply, 8. H. 
Farnham, Surrey ’Phone No. 84 F 

am. 


and Free Range Poultry Farms in 
country. First-class retail egg trade ¥ 
London. 2,000 birds from the best lay) 
strains in the country. Fine Mans) 
Hlouse. Good Farmhouse, two Cotta 


owner leaving England, at bargain pri 
—Apply, Box 272, ‘‘Eggs,” 94, Far 


AND ESTABLISHED. VERY W 
DESIGNED.—Apply, S. PATEY, 
citor, 33, Finsbury Square, E.C.2. 


__ SITUATIONS VACANT, | 


Cam anyone recommend Poultryn 
with sound experience, extra-hard wor 
for Commercial Egg Farm? Must be # 
cessful rearer and feeder. Good w 
and prospects to suitable man.— Wend 
Dean Farm, Wendover. 


Poultryman, married, experienced: 
home: state particulars fully.—Hig 
Poultry Farm, Downton, Wilts. 


December 30th, 1925 


SITUATION VACANT. 
Wanted, Poultry Maid for rearing sea- 
m. Wages 45s., and furnished bunvalow. 
Apply Mrs. Ogilvie, Smartswell, Mere- 
orth, Nr. Maidstone. 


“SITUATIONS WANTED. 


The Conntess of Strathmore is anxious 
1 recommend Miss Dunlop as a first-rate 
oultry Manageress, excellent at rearing, 
jowing, fattening, and trussing. Very 
jonomical manager, and most trustworthy 
id hardworking; she is also.a good dairy 
aid. Write—Miss Dunlop, 15, Lansdown 
ggdens, Muirend, Glasgow. : 
Poultryman, thoroughly experienced, 
Wable taking charge, good hatcher and 


‘arer; good references; married.—Bulli- 
ore, 137, Trafalgar Road, Portslade, 
issex. 


I 
Manager, public school, age 23, five years 
gerience all branches, incubating, rear- 
B®, eggs, and appliance making. Good 
tupenter: excellent testimonials. — kL. 
‘endover Dean, Wendover, Bucks. 


RE ieee LAr etd arte a 
Wanted. post as Poultryman, life experi- 
ice; would assist in garden or on farm: 
arried. — S. Gower, Dollyman’s Farm, 
awreth, Nr. Battlesbridge, Essex. 


Gentleman, Liverpool resident. well 
jucated, experienced, desires position as 
3sistant with refined people; livg, in pre- 
ared; might. consider small investment 
fentually.—Box 11, ‘Eggs,’ 94, Farn- 
mbe Street, London, §.E.16. 


(MISCELLANEOUS WANTS. 


$< 
Wanted One Second Hand  150-size 
loucester Self-Turning Egg Tray; also 
_, Reliable Brooder Thermometers. -- 
ickinson, Llandefaeclog, Brecon. 


Wanted, Two Original Radiant Blue- 
lame Hovers, Model H.1. 500 chick size, 
ithout canopy. — Dickinson, 6,- Windsor 
Yenue. Gosforth, Northumberland: 


Wanted, 800 Aylesbury Duck Eggs for 
(ting. Unfertiles must be replaced. 
uote lowest price delivered to Royston 
tation, LL. & N.E. Railway.—A. R. Cowell. 
t Chishall, Royston, Herts. 


EGGS. 


Classified Advertisements. 


(PREPAID RATES.) 


id. per word—minimum charge, 1s. 0d.; 13 
insertions at price of 12. Bold headlines 
inserted at an extra charge per insertion 
according to size as below:— 


DAY-OLD CHICKS, per line, extra 9d. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS, An Pr caaey 


DAY-OLD CHICKS ,,_ ,, 1/6 


The number of letters, punctuations and 
spaces between words should be totalled, 
when the following table will be of assist- 
ance :— 
$d. size allows for Thirty-one to one line. 
1/- size allows for Twenty-seven to one line. 
1/6 size allows for Twenty-one to one line. 

When the remittance does not cover the 
size selected, a smaller corresponding size 
type will be used. 

Insertion constitutes acknowledgment of 
remittance in the case of pre-paid adver- 
tisements. For a series of 13 insertions or 

more, a receipt is forwarded. 


—_ 


‘$A New Departure.’’ 


Fowlpride Feods, Birkenhead, 
will be pleased to supply reade:s of ‘‘FGGS” with 
Poultry Foods in cwt, lots at wholesale prices, 


Yellow Maize Grits (All grades) 11/6 

»» Meal (Finest) 11/6 
Meat and Bone Rical ... wae 13,9 
$.G.0. ... oe A on 13/6 
Clipped Oats, White English ... 12/3 
Maize Germ Meal abs 16/6 
Pinhead Oatmeal as ap .. 169 
Coarse Cut Wheat (Fine, 6d. extra) 16/3 
Hard (No. 6 Manitoba) Poultry Wheat 12/3 
Colonial Alfalfa cot : oe 13/- 


Gross weights, sacks free. F,O,R, Liverpool district, 
56-lb lots half above prices plus 3d. 
Stamped addressed envelopes with enquiries; eddressed 
labeis and cash with orders, Samples Gd, Orders 
despatched every Wednesday. 


PULLETS from 8/6 
COCKERELS ,, 15/- 


Rhode Island Reds 
White Leghorns 
Light Sussex .-. 


Bred from highly fecund 


trap-nested -ancestors for 


: EGG PRODUCTION ; 


ALDERSON SMITH 
(Farms), Ltd., 
BRAUNSTON nr. RUGBY 


SPECIAL” 
LIME-STONE 
GRIT. 


7a jak STONE 


E. A. Pittam 
Deck Road, & 
Garston, 
LIVER 200L. 
Write fer 


samaples and 
quotations. 


ster 
ak and 
flint grit a 
back number. 


“ONCE USED 
ALWAYS USED." 


‘Best Incubator Fittings. 


fe are Actual Manufacturers--See our new Illustrated List 
a Note.—Our Capsules are guaranteed (2 years) or 
tplaced FREE. We have 35 years’ experience with Incu- 
ator and Brooder Fittings. Every fitting stocked. Capsules 
jatent pattern), round pegged, 2/6 and 3/-; best square flat 
ch; 4in. (Double Expansion) Mammoth 
apsules, 5/3 each (state if Hot-air or Hot-water Incubator.) 
Deglish accurate Incubator Thermometers, 6in. straight, 2/9, 
R. 3/-, special 10in. 3/6. best L shape 3/6, metal scale (hot- 
), hanging, 3/3. Brass Regulator Sets (with Capsule com- 
complete, 
Bunsen Burners 2/3, Egg Testing 
Copper Tanks, Hot-Air Heaters, 
‘over Heat Drums, all Burners, Wicks, Eyelets, Felts, Can- 
Important.—We 
ie Sole Inventors of the Improved MSalaty Bondar Banos 
the Dome-Top Containers and Screw Caps. 


itamps). 


apsules 2/6 and $/: ea 


lete), 9/6, automatic 
Overnors (patent), 4/6, 
amps 5/9. Postage free. 


Gas Valves, 


as Slag Wool, every accessory, etc, 


tder be placed with the 


NAL 


PosivckS 


Pedigree Utility Poultry 


| MNO Ware) 
Ox? Co CO CS 


mill 


Firm with 35 years’ reputation. 
Goods Despztched same Day as orders received. 


RN 
CS GO, 


"ea 


9/6, Gas 


““SAFETY BROODER LAMPS,” 


Let your 


‘* Heaselands,”’ 


Barham, 


NIN 
NB AS TINS TINA, 


Silver’s 
60 chick, 100 chick, 150 chick. Prices: (4/9 and 5/9), (6/9 and 7/9), (8/6 and 9/6). 
Chicken Protection Guards, 1/6, 2/- and 2/§ each. Brooder Thermometers (Rearing 
Stages), ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th weeks, 2/§ and 3/- each. Over 60 different Lamps 
and Burners stocked for Incubators and Brooders. 


MYERS Manufacturers (Fittings Dept.), 33, Cadogan Terrace, 
9 Victoria Park, LONDON, E.9. 


WOW Wo GOs NG VO CeO ON COON 
Mieces cues ed Stes cAeses CIGD 
My Mating List is worth money to you. 


1926 List now ready, Free on ‘Request. 


Canterbury, 


BEST INCUBATOR CAPSULES, 


x= 


D 
S= q 


Se 


l ‘NAA COPYRIGHT REG? 


Atmospheric or. Chimney Fitted. Sizes: 


Immediate Despatch. 


(Estab. 1875.) 


>a 


es 
5 


~] 


SC 


Kent. 


\/. 
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EGGS. December 30th, 1925. 


WE HAVE EXHIBITED AT 
8 SHOWS THIS SEASON ONLY 


OUR AWARDS COMPRISE 8 Cups 
Medals and Specials, 13 Firsts, 16 
Seconds, and 12 Thirds; in BOTH 
-UTILITY and EXHIBITION (Classes. 
ALI: our WINNERS, and more birds of 
FQUAL MERIT are now in our BREED- 
ING PENS; thus customers have eges from 
exactly the same breeding pens as our- 
selves. Over 50 mated breeding pens and 
500 trapnested hens daily recorded. 
SITTINGS AND DAY-OLD CHICKS 
supplied at ONCE, 
Black Leghorns. White Orpington. 


White Leghorns, Rhod 
White Wyandottes. ape 


White Runner Ducks, Lisht Sussex. 
Buff Orpington. Indian Game. 
Blue Orpington. M.B. Turkeys. 


OUR PRICE per Sitting: 7/6, 12/6 & 15/-. 
Day-Old Chicks: 15/-, 25/- & 30/- per doz. 


J. H. ASHTON BACLEY, 
FINLUPS,, PCs OSPIBIAG 


DEAN POULTRY FARM, 
KINGSLEY, BORDON, HANTS. 
*Phone: Bordon 99. 


OUR GUARANTEE :— 
“ SATISFACTION OR MONEY 
RETURNED.” 


INDUCTAIR 


PAY.24:728 


The Hoyer that is Making Converts. 
Read what a new custgmer says :— 


December 12th, 1925. 
The Induction Hover is working quite 
satisfactorily. Owing to the extreme cold 
we have been able to give this Hover a 
severe test in our brooder house. We 
should like 15 more like it. 


A Trial Order will convert YOU. 
Sole Address :— 


M. WEBSTER, 
BROADLEY LAITH, MOUNT TABOR, 


HALIFAX. 


WIRE NETTING. 


Orders under £1 carriage paid {/- extra. 
£1 and over oarriage paid i/6 extra. 
Mesh.G. lft. -2f. 2f. 4ft. 6ft 6ft. 
din. 19 — _ 7/6 9/9 i12/- 14/9 
Zin. 19 — 7/6 10/- 18/6 17/- Q/- 
lin.. 2 6/10 12/3 17/6 per 60yd. rolls. 

RELIANCE WIRE CO. Dept. E,, 

LONG EATOR, NOTTS 


2 NR AR RR A RE 


Drew, Erwood's Three Specialities 


SUPER IMPROVED DRY MASH 
HOVER. WALL FOUNTAIN. HOPPER. = 

: 

5 PRICES: 
ts ie 
Ath 400 CHICK, : 
£2.15. & 

Successful ) 
200 CHICK, | 


Season. 


£4.0.0) 


Ripe : a 
Heated by oil or gas outside, thus NO OXYGEN IS CONSUMED by the burners 
HINGED LID, giving FULL VIEW of chicks when required. This lid is also fitted 
with an adjustable screw for regulating the heat and ventilation. COPPER LAMP | 
with Best Burner. FLOOR SPACE free from any obstruction. OBSERVATION 
WINDOW in lamp box for viewing the lamp without getting on the ground. | 
Protector Guards can ke supplied for the above at, 7/6, 10/+, 12/6 extra respectively. | 
Oarriage Paid Crate and packing FREE, 5 per cent. extra to Ireland, Scotland, . 
and Channel Islands. 


IMPROVED WALL OR STANDING FOUNTAIN. 


Latest idea whereby the fowls can DRINK FROM THREE SIDES. . 
The Gallon size has 22 INCHES OF DEINKING SPACE, and the two gallon has 
33 INCHES. These fountains can be fitted with a sanitary cover for 1/- extra. 


| 
Prices: One gall., 4/6; Two gall., 6/6. Carriage paid. ” | 
THE METAL ARK DRY MASH HOPPER. 

| 


Oan be completely closed when not in use, thus making it vermin-proof, weather- 
proof. NO CLOGGING, FOOD, ALWAYS AVAILABLE. 


Small size, holding about 18 Ibs., 10/6; Large size, holding about 40 lbs., 20/- each. | 
Carriage Paid. 
Write for Dlustrated , List, 


DREW, ERWOOD & Co., Herbert Rd., Plumstead, S.E.18. 


Death to the 
Reed Mite / 


s “Sidol” follows him into the wood and kills him. 
It also hardens the timber and enables it to give years 
of extra wear. From 2/3 per qt. tin to 3/- per gall.in 
40-gall. barrels. In standard shades of Nut Brown. 
Also in Green. Stocked by Ironmongers & Colourmen. 


on the Chicken Ran means 
Eggs in your Basket. 
Write for Becklet te Dept, 31 
D. ANDERSON & SON LTD. 
(Also m:kers of ‘‘ Stonifiez’’ roofing) 
Park Road Works, Stretford, Manchester; Roach Road 
Works, Old Ford, London, E.; and at Belfast. 


VP a ad 7 


—— 


DON’T FORGET! 
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at 


~) 


ess 


A REMINDER! - 


~Whatever you do don’t farget to book 


January 7th, 8th and 9th for your 
visit to the Midland Poultry Festival 
at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. — 
Organised by the Midland Federation 
of Feather and Fur Societies in con- 
junction with the ‘‘ Birmingham 
Mail,’ this Festival is, findeed, the 
Poultry Breeders’ Mecca. Apart from 
the ‘‘ Elite of the Industry ”’ (literally 
tens of thousands of ‘‘ backyarders ”’ 
will visit the Festival, which is beimg 
extensively advertised. 


MIDLAND POULTRY FESTIVAL, 
BINGLEY HALL, BIRMINGHAM, 


JANUARY 7, 8 and 9. 


Come! Meet your old friend and make 
the acquaintance of new omes.... 
and ‘there’s. a pile of business Ito be 
done if you have anything to sell— 
eggs for hatching and day-old chicks 
for next seasqn will be in great demand. 
There’s over £600 in Challenge Cups 
and Prize Money; there’s lectures and 
demonstrations by leading experts of 
the day. There is a complete exhibition 
of every modern device that makes for 
profitable poultry-keeping', and there’s 
a continuous performance each day of 
the latest cinematograph films, fas- 
cinatingly depicting every branch of 
poultry farming. 

Midland and Northern members of the 
§.P.B.A. are particularly invited to 
visit the Midland Festival and meet 
Mr. Tom Newman in the S.P.B.A. 
Instructional Stand there. 


\ / 


ALBERT H. BRAIN, 
Hon, Organising Secretary, 


63, OLD MEETING ST., WEST BROMWICH. 


\V/e oe 


VISOL LABORATORIES, 


Here is yet another remarkable testi- 
mony to the efficacy of Visol, just to 
hand from one of South Africa’s largest 
and most successful poultry breeders. 
You have mead what Visol has done, 
and is constantly doing, throughout 
the length and breadth of England for 
its largest poultry magnates—- 
TOOVEY, WELCH, MEEKINGS, 
DOWDEN, NAPIER, BRADY, 
BARRON, ARDERN, etc., etc.—now 
read how they appreciate Visol over- 
seas :— 


“YOUR DISCOVERY IS WONDERFUL 
AND SHOULD POSITIVELY REVO- 
LUTIONISE POULTRY 


Hilversum Poultry Farm, 
Cedarmont, Transvaal, 
A. H. Brain, Esq. South Africa, 
Dear Sir, ist. Dec., 1925. 

Re Visol. I have mow given YVisoi 
treatment an exhaustive test on this 
farm, and in so far as Dry, Wet anil 
Nutritional Roup is concerned, can un- 
hesitatingly confirm-all you claim for 
it. To my mind your discovery is won- 
derful, and should positively revoiu- 
tionise poultry .farming. 

The amount it will save commercial 
and other «poultry farmers in the 
hatching of surplus chickens to meet 
the contingency of loss by roup will 
in itself reach a tremendous figure 
annually, apart from the question of 
vitality and better constitution of 
birds will attain by reason of being 
free from this scourge. 

Yours faithfully, : 
(Sgd.) J. R. ADENDORFF. 


GET YOUR SUPPLY NOW—Winter and 
common sense demand it. Ten gallons, 
£5. Five gallons, £2 17s. 6d. Wooden 
Casks 15/- extra, returnable. One 
gallon, 15/-, Stone jar included. Car- 
riage Paid in England and to English 
Port only. Smaller bottles from Oorn 
Dealers. 
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STER INCUBAT? 


a eee SET TEV YTV YYVYYYYYVYY Vy yy yee vy ‘ 
Pyvvyeve¥*""  y MOST POWERFUL HATCHER IN THE WORLD VYVVVV VENTS 


ae] THE THEME Of 
Smee) | FHE ‘GLOUCESTER’ 
IS DEPENDABILITY. 


Coupled with the New ‘* Gloucester ’’ Invention, which settles the | 
question of Humidity in Incubators, the ‘‘ Cloucester ’’ offers you 
a Hatching Service impossible of attainment in any other Hot-Air 
Machine in the World. 


Until you have had the thrill of using it, you cannot realise its pos- 
sibilities. There is no other like the ‘‘ Cloucester’’—no other 
Hatching Method enjoys so many advantages. To realise these 

- : every reader should straightway request full details, which are sup= - 
The ‘Gloucester’ Moisture Device. plied Post Free, and in the “ Book of the Gloucester? you get just 
a the information you need. 


The ‘‘ Gloucester ’* Guarantee protects every buyer from risk in 
purchase, 


A SHEWING THE PATEN 
MOISTURE DEVICE § 
IN PLACE IN THE 


\, INCUBATOR ANO 
\tow IT OPERATES. 
te PEO - 


The ‘“‘CLOUCESTER’’ BROODER 


Provides perfection in chick 
rearing not obtainable in any 
other direction. This appliance 
broods chicks better than any 
hen can, and they thrive at a 
more rapid rate also. Heatin; 
and Ventilation are perfect, and 
the fittings and materials are 
all first-class quality, made. te 
last for many years good service 


Prices of: 
Moisture Device ae be 7s. 6a, 
Hygrometer 4s. Od. 
Post paid, 6d. extra. 
Both sent Post Paid ... 12s. Od. 
If ordered with Incubator 10s. 6d. 
PRICES OF THE ‘ GLOUCESTER.” PRICE S—* GLOUCESTER ” BROODER. 
No.0 45 £E Oil ... £515 9 
No.1 70 ba Gri 6:15.60 Il. 76 Chick Size a ser So. 0.0 | 
No.2 100 ,, Gas 715 0 2 10M 5, we ae 607 @ | 
No. 3 150 ,, oot Pee 3. £59 
No. 4 250 ‘ 1110 0 : oe ws oo 70.0 
No.5 39 , 15 0 6 


SER 2 sah rec teatro Incubators and Brooders are Carriage 
rriage Paid. al . ; ‘ 
Jrish Orders 5 per cent. extra. Poldiy eto sieetaaid aot cone: 


For Easy Payment Terms and London Show Rooms: The Inter-Trading Corporation, Ltd., 45, Bedford Row, London, W.C. 


INCUBATOR. Immediate # THE GLO UCESTER § Send your 
Auer) ono” | INCUBATOR Co., Ltd., § 75" 


LIGHTED: is kept Woodchester Works, No. 5, 
| ~ waiting. STROUD,———-GLOS. 


Catalogue. 


December 30th, 1925. EGGS. 


Fapremead Lstate 
POULTRY FARM. 


Season 1926- = 


PRICE LIST AND MATINGS 
Past Free on application. 


The ALVESTON ; Improved” 
3 a Trap-Nest Front 


as suppiied te fhe 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE and 
THE LEABING COLLEGES. 


> 


WHITE WYANDOTTES, 
WHITE LEGHORNS, and 
RHODE ISLAND REDS. 


Capt. W. TURTON. Resident Director, 


Fayremead Farm Products, Ltd., 
ENSBURY, BOURNEMOUTH. 


Single (sample) ... 3/- each 
One Dozen Bereloes 
Three Dozen Seema tia 


Quotations for larger quantities 
and further particulars from 


OSCAR C. HUGHES, 
Alvesten Poultry Farm, 
STRATPORD-ON-AVON. 

cash with ovder. 


ANCONAS, ist, Gold Medal, 
‘*Feathered World’’ Test 
W. WYANDOTTES, 2nd Scottish Test. 
K.-C. DUCKS, 4th Scottish Test. 
Breeds Kept: W.W., R.IR., L.S., W.Br.L., 
A., I.R. and K.-C. Ducks. 
STOCK BIRDS, BREEDING. PENS, 
LARGE EGG STRAIN. 
Ss. E. S. BURNETT, S.P.B.A. 


Berryhill Poultry Farm, Arbroath. 


W. Leghorns, W. Wyandottes 
Rhode I. Reds, Barnevelders 


HATCHING EGGS, 18s. 6d., 10a. 64., 
Ms. 6d. per dozen. (Day-Olds Double). 


AU prices quoted ave strictly 


DOWELL’S POULTRY 
RINGS, sizes 5, 6, 7, 


etc. Celluloid Spirals, 
extra strong quadity, , 
in 12 brilliamt colours. | 
Prices, 500, 14/+, 300 9/- 
150 5/-, 100 3/6, 50 2/., 
25 1/3. ‘Flat Bands” 
im 20 colours, i.e., 10 
Plain and 10 Stnriped. 
500 16/-. 300 10/6, 150 
5/6, 100 4/s, 60 2/3, 25 
1/3. All post paid. Vii 

For Chicken Rings § 
and Wing Bands, see \. 
ty 


wg jt az 
Mra 
WES oem’ = 


our Special List. “w 


10 per cent discount on orders of 100 
ee Aluminium “ Embossed ” 
Numbered Rings, adjustable 
or mot Prices, 500 13/6, 300 
8/6, 150 4/6, 100 3/-, 50 1/9, 26 
1/-. With date also, 4d. per 
) 100 extra. Poultry Appliances 
——/V ~and Utensils of every descrip- 
ACME.” et ite pase mn 
Our Z . ¥ rooders, mas’ oppers, 
: Breeders are Noted for Large Eggs, guarded feeding troughs, bottle foun- 

Stamina and Reeord. “ GLOSTER PROMISE.” tains, food cups, toe punches, egg- 


COCKERELS and Individually-Bred Stock. 
‘ Prices on Application. 


Gold ee 5 Rountios Laying Test. pointe: oe eek Seabees. page 
' en 1 ear’ Tayi Tests ecord to date 553—2- years. meters, capsules, mest gs, | judging 

pee por b Tak Many y . “= 3 . Dam, ‘ Pensford Promise,” 590—2 years. sticks, etc., at lowest prices. 
For Spring Chicken. We have available We are now Booking Sittings from our Iiustrated Lists. of all Ee and AD- 
4 Breed: Long-distance Layers. Lowest Records 200. pliamees free. pecia Oo e rade. 
stad Hatching Eggs (Heavy a) os All Breeding Stock on virgin land, and Factors, etc., send for samples, 


6s. 6d. per dozen, £2 10s. por 100 ov over, housed under ideal | conditions on the Big Discounts. 
new farm. “THE OLD FIRM,” F. W. DOWELL, 
JLLUSTRATED CATALOGUE. 7 
Individual Cockerele still for Sale. Mansfield Road, ASTON, BIRMINGHAM 


DALDY & JACKSON, Our Strain has— 


Size of Body, Size of Egg, Beauty of Type. 


S.P.B.A,, combined with heavy production : ‘ 
3 When Answering Advertisements, please 
Choda Poultry Farm, THE MISSES RANSFORD, Mention “ EGGS.” 
PERSEVERANCE POULTRY FARM, 
CRAWLEY, — SUSSEX. FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS. 


NOLO NY Las ee Wi Ce a Ve Wha Wan : ON Vaan VPN, 
@CIEDESEDES COED COCOCS ES EAES LD 


e a e 
J A k Sm; See My Mating List First! 2 
Pa & Hoslock Omi ee 
\ J . Pedigree Utility Poultry Before you make any decision on the purchase of rea 
sittings, see what I offer. ‘Past results have proved 
we Black Leghorns, White Weenies . the quality of my sittings, and my 1926 list will show ee “4 
ae Poe Black Mandl, that my prices are right, too. Get your copy now. 


3 | Y “ Heaselands,” Barham, Canterbury, Kent. 


SONY ON a ie Wn ae We Woe Ya a WW a RY a ayy 
WED CSCO CS COEDS CICS CSCSES. 


as 


Danesh 30th, 19% a5 


SECURE THIS VERY WOWDERFL ARG zn 


The “ HERCULES” bare House. 


Size: 6it. long, 4ft. wide, 4ft, high. 


‘“ 


HEBDITCH 


OFFERS A 


“BG 6x Ax Aft. 
RED DEAL 
POULTRY HOUSE 


This is a bargain indeed, and compared with the losses which /aaam™ 
it saves the poultry- keeper its. cost is ridiculous. It is made ao 
of Red Deal. The boards used are 8in:, tongued and grooved, f ‘ 
V-jointed and planed. The frame is of 2in. x lin. Red Deal; 


the two perches are 2in. x iim.; it is provided with strongly | CARRIAGE PAID. 
hinged door; sliding hen-door and _ wire-netted window with : 
sliding glass, as per illustration. The House is sent in sections - 

with strong screws for erecting. 


PRICE 37/6. FLOORS 9/- Extra. Og 
3 Houses for £5 10s. 6d.; 6 Houses for £11 is. 0d.; Send for the Illustrated — 


12 Houses for £22 2s. Od. Free Catalogue of all — 
CARRIAGE PAID IN ENGLAND & WALES. Prompt despatch. kinds of Poultry —| 


We immerse the whole House in Preserolium for 2/- extra. Appliances. 


| 
| The ‘*LORNA DOONE’’ Foster Mother, 


THE QUEEN OF ALL THE FOSTER MOTHERS AND THE 
LEADING CHICK -REARER OF THE DAY, 


WILL RAISE rane CHICK TO Aa 


MANY EFFORTS HAVE 
BEEN MADE BY MANY 
PEOPLE TO PRODUCE A 
FOSTER MOTHER AS EX- 
CELLENT AS THE “LORNA 
DOONE,” BUT THE 
‘LORNA DOONE”’. STILL 
HOLDS THE FIELD AS 
THE BEST OF ALL REARERS 


RAW gg 
a 


window (movable glass), the thermometer, revolving hover, 


Look at: the sketch and notice the insulated lamp, the glass : 
central partition and raisable roof. 
No. 1 is 4ft. long, 2ft. wide, for 69 to 70 Chicks. PRIOE: £3 18 9. 


No. 2 is 64ft. long, 3ft. wide, for 100 Chicks. PRICE: £5.12 6. 


a ere 
j The “ LORNA DOONE” makes chick rearing a real pleasure. 
: td, Both sizes are painted two coats of good oil paint, and the roof 
5 5 covered with thick felt. Carriage paid to any station in 


(Desk J), M ARTOCK, SOMERSET. . England and Wales. Prompt despatch. 


December 30th, ets EGGS. 


——_—_——— 
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= _By appointment to Ze and to his late Majesty = 
: H.M. King George V, < King Edward VII. = 
= Oe = 
2 NES, ere S a oD ree By appointment to her late = 
3 ~ - Majesty Queen Alexandra. = 
; = 
| CHARLES TOWNSEND, Ltd HAM, ELY = 
at ., FORDHAM, : 
2 Telephone: Fordham 2. Telegrams: Charles Townsend, seas Ely. a 
Es We offer to Poultry Farmers one of the Largest and Finest Stocks of = 
- FRUIT TREES AND BUSHES niteouty. = 
= = 
= Wecan supply Trees of practically all kinds, but especially draw attention to our Bush, Half-Standard, and = 
E Standard Fruits, of which we-hold large stocks, and which are generally liked best by the Poultry Farmer = 
= for planting in his runs. Among others we specially recommend the following as being very suitable :— = 
= APPLES: Allington, Beauty of Bath, PLUMS: Belle de Louvain, Czars, GOOSEBERRIES: All Sorts. oS 
= Blenheim, Bramley, Normanton, Victorias, Monarchs, Ponds, etc. = 
r3 Early Victoria, | Lane’s Prince PEARS: All Sorts. pee Sod REE AORS CURRENTS. = 
= Albert, Worces.er, Cox’s Orange, etc. | CHERRIES: All Sorts. RASPBERRIES, ete. = 
2 FOREST AND ORNAMENTAL TREES AND SHRUBS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS. = 
= = 
= Hedging Plants in large quantities, including Privets, Quicks, &c. = 
= CATALOGUES SENT ON RECEIPT OF POST CARD. ENQUIRIES INVITED. = 
= INSPECTION INVITED TRAINS BEING MET ON RECEIPT OF CARD. = 
= CHICKEN FOODS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS A SPECIALITY AT OUR KING’S LYNN BRANCH, 45, NORFOLK STREET, = 
es KING’S LYNN, NORFOLK. = 
SOMUNLUAAENGADANUAUEADENAACNOAN HOETLUTUGSTOCOUAOUEOEE VST SEVGEUTOEOOOEGU EAU SEUE TENUOUS Ea AUATEVETETETTTTTTATETHVATETUT TUTTE PUGUOU DS UTTER ED 


Pee mb 
WE SUPPLY EVERYTHING FOR POULTRY. FOR BEST RESULTS USE 


(eER RRY (Reg, 


THE HALL-MARK OF QUALITY. 


Dry Chick Feeds and ae Foods. 


PURE SUSSEX CROUND OATS. MAIZE GRITS. FLAKED MAIZE. = 


ALFALFA MEAL. FANCY MIDDLINCS. MAIZE CERM MEAL. 
SPECIAL EXTRA FINE BARLEY MEAL. WHITE FISH MEAL. MEAT & BONE MEAL. 
FRENCH BUCKWHEAT. CLIPPED WHITE OATS WHOLE CROATS. CUT CROATS. 


GRANULATED CHARCOAL. PINHEAD OATMEAL. ROLLED OATS. 


vara? R. F. WEBB & Co., Ltd., 


DRY. 


CHICK FEED POULTRY FOOD 


S.P.B.A. 
SPECIALISTS, 


Etre 
BRISTOL. 2 


Telegrams: Telephones: 
“ SALT, BRISTOL.” BRISTOL 33863 & 3364. 


RF WEBS | of BE 4 CO. LTO. 


RF, WEBB ECO.LTO. 
BAISTOL 


Se 


ee ee naa aa tag anna 


“INVINCIBLE” IRONCLALE 


IS BACKED BY THE LARGE NUMBER OF LETTERS GIVING ¢ 
TO 100 PER CENT. HATCHES, LETTERS WHICH CAN BE SEE 
AT MY OFFICE AT ANY TIME. 


THOSE WHO WISH TO SEE THE MACHINES RUNING CAN D 
SO AT MY FARM —12,150 MACHINES NOW AT WORK, 


ent / 25 Eggs, 3; 50 Eggs, £4; 100 Eggs, £5 5; 150 Eggs, £6 2 € 
60 DAYS’ TRIAL. 250 Eggs, £210 10 390 Eggs, £14 . Carriage Paid. 


The ‘‘ Rising Sun” 


OUTDOOR BROODER | World's Champion 


REARER, THE 


~-z2>— | Pioneer Hover 


CME 
Lad (ju Now Used by 11,009 to 12,000 
SATISFIED CLIENTS. 
= 7 Lt 
pin 
rg Ns 


100-150 Chick, £2 10s. Od.; Three to Six at 
\ ae 


£2 9s. Od. cach; Seven upwards, £2 8s. 04. 
\ each ; 50 w 70 Chicks, £2 4s. Od. 
Carriage Paid, 


Showing Interior. . 
One of the oldest outdoor brooders ever put on 
the snarket, and thousands are in daily use— REFINED CREOSOTE. EARTHENWARE TROUGHS. 
ed right up to date, felted roof d i ; yin, i s 
two coats of oil mint. eo ree Having secured a mumber of cheap thee Tahal sper abiete ace | 
No. 1, Ot. long, aft. wide, for 100 day-old Sgal. drums, I am prepared until ex- aoa TO nara eo ne 
icks or less, £5 10s. 6d. each. als : See : ; 
No. 2, 4ft. x 2ft., 60 Chicks, ereosoted outside. hausted to supply Sgal. Refined Creo 4, 13/6; 8, £1 4s. 6d.; 12, £1 16s. Od, 
£3 17s. 6d. each. sote, Drum included. Al BARTHER oe eeTor FOU. 
Carriage Pajid. ; : ; ae so ‘OU 
rage Lait For I1/ only. Carriage Forward. TAINS, two pint and four pint to ord 
THE Doubtless the best-valued House on the market 
FAVOU RITE HOUSE and most invaluable for breeding pens. Now GALY. IRON DRY MASH HOPPERS. 
well known all over the country. Made of best a 


#7T.G. & V-jtd. Red matching on stout fram- et 
; Ing. Complete with floor, sleepers, outside 
nests, felted roof, bolts, glass, creosoted 


outside. 


1a 8 i 
10/- 26/- 50/- 5) 
= = 24in. 


No. 1, 6 ft. long, 4ft. wide, 53ft. high, £617 6. = == SS SS SS SS SS Se t 3 6 12 

No. 2, 6 ft. long, 5ft. wide, 63ft. high, £716 6. 156 43/- 786 145 

No. 3, 72ft. long, 5ft. wide, 53ft. high, £917 6. 

No. 4, 8ft. long, 5ft. wide, 6 ft. high, £10 10 0. oes 

No. 5, 9ft. long, 6ft. wide, 6 ft. high, £11 0 0. a $58 - 

No. 6, 10ft. long, 6ft. wide, 6 ft. high, £1115 6. 21/6 *60/- 10a 

No. 7, 12ft. long, 6ft. wide, 6 ft. high, £1247 6. Carriage Paid, 
Also perch and dropping board. . 

Carriage Paid. 8tin.—1 for 5/6; 3, 16/-; 6, 32?-; 12 for 59/-. 
THE THE 


APEX DUCK HOUSE. 


6 ft. long, 4 ft. wide. 
Made of best weather- 


BEAT-ALL IMPROVED. 


Now sent out with gilass 
shutter. Complete with 


perches, handles, screws bol: 
for fixing. This is a Large numbers sold. 
splendid House. £210 6. 


Including creosote, slatted 
or plain floor, : 
Carriage Paid. 13 /- Carriage Paid. 


OT | 
Sole agent for Lancashire, Cumberland ‘and Westmoreland—Mr. J. K. Draper, Audley Range, Blackburn. 2 ) 
» ”» » Surrey and Sussex—Surrey Value Co., Garlands Road, Redhill, Surrey , 


” ” » Hampshire—Mr. Richards, Hill Top P. Farm, Four Marks. Alton, Hants. 
%» = » Essex—The South Essex Poultry Appliance Depot, High Street, Hadleigh, Essex. 
9 5 » North Ireland—Mr. J. McMillan, Crossgar, Poultry Farm, Co. Down. 
” ” »» Greenock—Messrs. Macfarlan, Shearer & Co. j 
Mr. Virtue, Maxmill, Gordon, Berwick. Messrs. Bennet and Pike, Ashey, Ryde, Isle of Wight. 
” ”» » FOR EASY PAYMENTS—Messrs. Graves, Sheffield. and he Inter-Trading Corporation, Ltd., 45, Bedford Row, Londor) 
W.0.1, WHERE SAMPLES OF MY GOODS CAN BE SEEN. 


7; per cent. will be allowed to Members of S.P.B.A. off net prices, if sent through that source. 5 per cent. extra ‘Carriage to Channel Islanc 
and beyond the Firth of Forth, and 10 per cent, to Ireland, : 


C. A. SYDENHAM HANNAFORD, M.S.P.B.A., Hamworthy Junction, Dorset, Eng 


£2 8 0. 


“December 30th, 1925. EGGS. 


ATTACH 


~SALCA 


The Stockyard 
Staple Mineral 
Salt. 


Nature does not supply sufficient minerals in the 
cereals for quick economical growth and ~heavy 
production. See page 73 of the Register for 
results of using calcium salts, and if you progress 
with the times 


RESOLVE TO USE “SALCA’_- 


1/6 7 Ib.; 
7 lb., 2/- Post Free. 


7/9 % cwt.; 
8 4 cwt. upwards, England and Wales. 


: : From your Dealer 14/- cwt.; or Carriage Paid on 


For Poultry, 
Pigs, Cattle, etc. 


“SALCA 


ee a Tee 


_ Manufactured by: 


_CLIFFORD de KUSEL, 
“STATION YARD, 

PENGE EAST, 

LONDON, S.E.20. 


Booklet Free on request. 


SAULVELTUNVANETULTUUTUEYEUTTUCUEEDO UCU ETAUUU ETA A TAT TR TATE 


Manufactured by DONNELLY BROS., Braidwood, by Cariuke, 
Fresk Butchers’ Bones and Meat enly. No knackery stuff. 


“HELLFIELD” BONE & MEAT REAL 


Allbuminoids, 35.12. Phosphoric Acid, 19.3 equal to Tribasic Phos. of Lime, 42.365. 
Oil 4.68. In New Bags, analysis stamped on outside. 


TO MAKE POULTRY PAY 
GET THEM TO LAY. 
IN OTHER 


WORDS USE ‘“NELLFIELD.’’ 


Unrivalled for Economical Results. 


STERILISED ” TAINTLESS = 


WE MAKE =" 


ALFALFA MEAL 


| REAL ENGLISH ALFALFA. 
| Free sample, as also of our genuine 


SUSSEX 
pGROUND OATS 


‘ALBION THORPE & SONS, 
as RYE, SUSSEX. 


» 


Increased Production the true proof of value. 


ALWAYS SWEET 


Sole Distributors to Wholesalers in the U.K, and ABROAD— 


BROWN & CO., 183, West Campbell 


Street, CLASCOW. 


EORGE W. REEVES, 


Compare these prices with others. [f not 
CONSISTENT SENSATIONAL OFFER! (7? as Advertised money returned. 
The “DREADNOUGHT” POULTRY HOUSE. 
HODE ISLAND REDS Perfect Ventilation, no draughts, plenty of 
light. Pronounced by all users the most 
ipnested and Pedigree Bred—with Perfect House offered. 


l attention to the Large-Egg and 
a. roody factor, algo oarefully selected 
| eemina, Colour, and Type for over 


finer of Gold, Bronze, and Poul- 


Reipal Open Laying Trials, and finished 
Reds, 5th against all breeds, 1924-25, 
Harper-Adams’ Championship. 

ang stock have unlimited free range. 

lividually bred Cockerela with a 
guaranteed pedigree, from 21/-. 


JKEREL LIST FREE ON APPLICATION. 
TAZELBURY POULTRY FARM, 
WHITCHURCH, SALOP. 


Bl No.1. aff. 6ft.  6ft. 


Leh. Wdh. Ht. Rdge. Price. eee 
£712. 6 £1 6 

No, 2. 12ft.  8ft. 7aft. £1010 0 £2 0 0 
No 3. 16ft. 10ft. 8aft. £15 17 6 £5 2 6 
Price includes Dropping Board and 


s Perches full length of House. Made by 


practical workmen in sections of best fin. 
T. and G@. Boards on planed heavy frame- 
york, inside shutters behind wire net- 
ting. Attendant’s door with strong hinges, 
complete with lock bolts. Ready for easy 
erection. Carriage paid England and Wales 
6 per cemt. extra Channel Islands and 
Scotland. Terms—Cash with order. 


Note that all my houses are made of j boards, not {, and all spars are planed all round. 


SEND FOR 


Price er JOHN BOLTON, Jun.,m.s.p..a., MawkinFarm, Castle Hill Rd., Bury. 


EGGS. December 80th, 1925 


— 


WILLIAM COOK & SONS 


England’s Premier Laying Strain Specialists, and the 
Originators of the Orpington Fowls and Ducks, 


Invite every reader of ‘‘ Eggs,’’ who can do so, to visit their farm at St, Mary Cray to inspect their ma 
stock, which is this season ahead of any previous years, and, having retained some of their 1925 matin 
and having a number of entirely unrelated ones in each of their breeds, they are now ready to supply b 
old and new customers with the finest value obtainable in each of the following breeds: : 


RELIABLE EGGS FOR HATCHING AND REARABLE DAY-OLD CHICKS from their reliable strains which represent many y 
of selective breeding of typical birds and very fine layers are now being gold to old and new customers, and for outstanding value t 
are none to equal them. | 


BREEDS OFFERED. } 


| 
CHALLENGE WHITE WYANDOTTES.—Description of Matings:—Class I. stock consists of hens bred from 220-235 egg hens m 
to cocks from 243-246 egy hens, Eggs 12/6 doz., £5 per 100. Chicks 24/- doz., £8 8s. per 100. Class II. matings are represented by 
bred from 240-249 egg hens mated to cocks from 253-258 egg hens. Eggs 15/- doz., £6 per 100, Chicks 28/- doz., 210 per’ 
Class III. stock is farmed from all their heaviest layers, hens bred from 263-269 ege hens, mated to cocks from 273-275 egg hens. J] 
21/- doz., £7 Ts. per 100. Chicks 35/- doz., £12 12s. per 100. | 


| 

RHODE ISLAND REDS and LIGHT SUSSEX.—Description of Matings:—Class I. matings in this breed are hens from 219 
egg hens mated to cocks from hen which produced 226 eggs in her first year. Eggs 12/6 doz., £5 per 100. Chicks 21/- doz., £8 88. 
100. Class II. consists of hens from 223-241 egg hens and cocks bred from 243-246 egg hens. Hggs 18/- doz., £6 per 100. Chicks | 
doz., £10 per 100. Class II]. stock consists of hens bred from 256-267 egg hens mated to cofks from 270-271 egg hens. Eggs 24/= \ 
£7 Ts. per 100. ‘Chicks 35/- doz., £12 12s. per 100. | 


BUFF ORPINGTONS.—Their matings for this season in this breed are:—(A) Hens which have laid from 220-235 eggs each m| 
to cacks from 240-242 egg hens. Eggs 15/- doz., 6 per 100. Chicks 28/- doz., £10 per 100. (B) Breeding stock, consisting’ of | 
which have laid 241-252 eggs in their first year mated to cocks from 258-260 egg hens. Eggs 2t/- doz., £7 7s. per 100. Chicks 35/-4 
£12 12s. per 100. “aa 


PREMIER BLACK LEGHORNS and IDEAL WHITE LEGHORNS.—Descriptions of Matings:—Class I. matings comprise | 
238 ego hens mated to cocks from 244-249 egg hens. Class IJ. pens consist of 240-256 egg hens mated tq cocks from 262 and 264 egg Tf 
Class IIT. pens contain their 261,276 egg hens mated to cocks from 282 and 284 egg hens. Alternative Matings:—Ia. 223-231 egg } 
mated to cocks from 242-247 egg hens, Ila. 243-255 egg hens, mated to cocks from 259-265 egg hens. IIla. 263-271 egg hens, m 
to cocks from 279-282 egg hens. They are retainmg two flocks in each class in both varieties (exactly the same birds as eggs - 
supplied fram last season as one customer has already bespoken a large number of chicks from Classes II. and II. on account -of| 
egg yield of early 1925 Pullets having shown the earning capacity of these matings. These are as follows:—Class I. hens have rec 
of 215-240 eggs first year mated to cocks from 245-249 egg hens. Class If. hens are all producers of from 247-253 eggs mated to ¢ 
from 261-265 egg hens. Class III. hens have laid from 262-283 eggs, mated to cocks from 289-296 egg hens. Alternative Matings (Whi 
la. 220-235 egg hens mated to cocks from 247-250 hens. Ila, 241-253 egg hens mated to cocks from 263-269-ege hens. Illa. 278-281| 
hens mated to cocks from 292 and 294 egg hens. | 


PRICES FOR PREMIER BLACK AND IDEAL WHITE LEGHORNS.—Class I. and Ia.—Eggs 7/6 doz., £3 per 100. Chicks | 
doz., £5 per 100. Olass IT. and Ia—KEggs 10/6 doz., £4 per 100. ‘Chicks 15/- doz., £6 per 100. Class III. and Illa.—Keggs 15/= i 
£5 per 100. Chicks 24/- doz., £8 per 100. Commercial orders for 500 Class III. White Leghorn Chicks will be supplied for £7 7s. per! 
for those who book ahead. The prices quoted herewith for the best Leghorns obtainable are only. possible on account of William Cook| 
Sons’ increased production of their valuable strain of these varieties of this breed. 


MIXED HEAVIES.—Their mixed heavy chicks at 15/- per dozen—£3 for 50—£6 for 100—are exceptionally fine value, and are ' 
ordered well ahead by people who want to save the pullets for breeding purposes and kill a good many of the cockerels off. They! 
the chicks left over after executing orders for definite breeds and as often consist of Class III. chicks as of Classes I. and IT. | 
selection of breeds must be left to them. Where customers require two breeds of chicks or eggs in one order, they are gladly supyi 


Hatching dates for the majority of breeds: January Ist, 8th, 12th, 15th, 19th, 22nd, 26th, 29th, and onwards. 


Safe Delivery Guaranteed to all stations. For Prices of Stock, kindly send a p.c. 
: 


Their Telephone Number now is ORPINGTON 7, in place of Cray 7—but 1 is important that readers should note thia is the only me 
of Orpington to be made in communicating with them. 


St. Mary-Cray is only 14 miles from London (Victoria, Holborn and St. Paul’s) ; Southern Railway. S.E. and C.R. Section © Thi 
firm have only one address, viz.: 


ST. MARY CRAY, KENT. (oppicptene.. 


No business whatever transacted on Sundays, but farm is open all Saturday, Those poultry-keepers who want to see the largeat| 
mos{ modern poultry farm in England should visit St. Mary Cray any weekday, inc!uding Saturday afternoon. : 


By mentioning ‘‘ Eggs’’ their December advice on Feeding and Management will be sent. 


wcember 30th, 1925. 


. 


SEND FOR THAT BOOK 
OF TICKETS NOW 


LBERT H. BRAIN, 
Honorary Organising Secretary. 


A Motor Car? A Motor Cycle Combination? A Bicycle? 
Enough Poultry Food to last you six months? An 
incubator? A Poultry House? A Spraying Machine? 
A Foster Mother? Or one of another of 700 gifts? 


Do you really wish we meant it? 


THEN HERE’S YOUR CHANCE! 


The Midland Federation of Feather and Fur Societies 
are running another of their popular and _ literally 
world-famous Prize Fund Schemes, in order to raise the 
wherewithal to enable them to carry on their intensely 
successful work amongst the smaller breeders and 
‘** backyarders’’ throughout the wider Midlands, and 
to provide an’ entirely new and costly Laying Test 
Plant, to be erected and maintained on a site already 
selected. - 

Rkemarkable response has followed an appeal for funds, 
and in addition to cash donations no less than 700 
gifts have been made available, which we are putting 
to the benefit of our other subscribers, through our 
PRIZE FUND SCHEME. 

All we ask you to do is to SEND FOR A BOOK OF 
TICKETS, which we ask you to dispose of amongst 
your family and friends. They are 1/- each ticket only, 
but each shilling is a donation to a very worthy cause, 
and there’s 700 prizes waiting for the lucky subscribers! 
And ‘besides that, you yourself are asked to «accept 
from -us the eleventh ticket in each 10/- book as our 
means of expressing thanks for your services in the 
cause. 

The Federation are running their Annual Midland 
Poultry Festival in Bingley Hall, Birmingham, on 
January 7th, 8th and oth next, and the organisers hope 
to. meet you there-—but in the meantime HELP 
YOURSELF AND A GOOD CAUSE by sending 
(without any money, of course) for a book of 
cubscription receipt tickets. 


Midland Federation of Feather and Fur Societies, 53, Old Meeting Street : : : West Bromwich. 


EGGS. 


December 30th, 1925. 
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The “Downside” 
Poultry House 


is fitted with two special 


VENTILATION SHAFTS 


(for which a provisional Patent has been 
granted) 

which allow a current of fresh air to con- 
tinually circulate through the whole house 
and tthe foul ir to escape. These shafts 
are so constructed that, although the 
house is always 

FRESH AND AIRY, THERE IS 

ABSOLUTELY NO DRAUGHT. 

In other words, they give 
PERFECT YENTILATION. 

Although airy the house. keeps warm, so 
besides make an excellent laying house, 
it is AN IDEAL BROODER HOUSE. 
It is moderate im price. Rat-proof, Fire: 
proof. Parasites will not live in it. 
Many other special features are detailed 
in my Illustrated Price List, which I 


shall have pleasure in forwarding post 
free on application. 


R. D. ELLIS, 
DOWNSIDE FARM, 


BLEWBURY, DIDCOT, BERKS. 


ee ee aaa eee 


FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN A 


“ POPULAR” 
EDITION, 


“THE 
INHERITANCE 
OF 
FECUNDITY IN 


FOWLS.’’ 


THE FAMOUS WORK 
OF THE LATE 
OSCAR SMART. 


Now available in a 
Cheap Edition, 


1/6 


suaragteed unabridged, 
Pdést Free, 1/10. 


Although this is a 
‘Cheap ” Edition, it is 
carefully printed, and 
not one word of the 
original has been 
missed. 


If you have any 

difficulty in obtaining 

your copy, write direct 
to 


THE CITY & SOUTH 


LONDON PRINTING 
& UBLISHING CO., 
LTD., 


94, FARNCOMBE S§T., 
LONDON, 8.E. 16, 


ORIGINAL EDITION 
is still on sale at 5/-. 


““ CARMAC”™ 


THE NAME “CARMAC” IS A GUARANTEE OF QUALITY 


CONDENSED MILK 


FOR POULTRY. 


8 /~ per Case of 48 14-oz. Tins, 
CARRIAGE FORWARD, 


~ MASHES MADE TO 
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS. 


CHICK FEEDS AND POULTRY FOODS, 
BEST QUALITY AT LOWEST PRICES. 


MIXED ORDERS A_ SPECIALITY. | 


Write for Price Lists and Samples to— 


CARR, MACDONALD & CLEVELY, Ltd, 


6, BROAD STREET, RATCLIFF, 
LONDON, E. 1. 
And at BRITANNIA MILLS, HEATHFIELD, SUSSEX. _ 


A. V. CLARKSON, LTD., 


LIVE POULTRY DEALERS :: :: 
31, Great Pearl Street, 


Bishopsgate, London, E. 1. 


rf JHE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS FROM THIS MAN, TOGETHER WITH HIS PERMISSION FOR US 
TO PUBLISH HIS LETTER, HAVE BEEN SENT TO MR. TOM NEWMAN. FURTHER COMMENT 


SEEMS UNNECESSARY :— 


" Dear Sirs,—-Many thanks for cheque. 


sent consignments of boilers to ‘———,? f 


posuse 


shall certainly not send to —— 


your Firm before. 


WE WANT LIVE HENS, LIVE CHICKEN, LIVE GEESE, AND GENUINE GUARANTEED NEW LAID EGGS. 
LIVE CRATES FOR HENS, CHICKENS, AND DUCKS SUPPLIED, CARRIAGE PAID. : 
SENDERS’ CRATES RETURNED SAME DAY AS RECEIVED. 


Yours faithfully, ———— ie 


ee ee ee ee ee ene in Be Be Rec dn na 


The prices were very satisfactory. 


I have previously 
, and have invariably been ‘ twisted’ on the 


I think this is the experience af many others in this industry. After dealing with you, | 
I regret I have not more birds for the pot, having disposed of 
some 500 during the last month. You would have had the lot had I known of the existence of 


CHEQUES AND Alcs DAILY. 


P| 


-EGCS FOR HATCHING AND DAY-OLD CHICKS. 
From all my Pure Byeeds as below, and Cross Eggs for TABLE CHICKENS. 


ALL MY BREEDERS 
RECENTLY 


Black Minorcas, 
White Leghorns 
(Padman), 


S.C. Rhode Island Reds. 


Sired by G d f 
Barred Plymouth Rocks ~ ‘CANADIAN PEN 


* Show at Barcelona. 
Light Sussex. Hatching Eggs and Day-Old Chicks. 
SEND FOR CATALOGUE. 


Miss BARBARA RAYE, Lacks Yews, Mattingley, near Basingstoke, Hants. 


| Championship Cup and Silver Medal, National Laying Test, Bentley, 1924-25. 


<- | 

HAKI-CAMPBELL DUCKS. { Bronze Medal oes : nee Pigeon 
| Gold Medal ae ee - ; ” 1921-22. ee eee 

UFF ORPINGTON DUCKS. First and Cup, National Laying Test, Bentley, 1922-23, and other awards. DAY-OLDS. 


Try Us! 
WE ARE SECOND TO NONE. 


If you want a job well done, and cheaply, 
try us. We build to order only 
Portable Bungalows, Brooders, 
Incubators, Pig and Poultry 
Houses, and all Appliances for the 
i= | Poultry Farmer, including Hoppers. 

Troughs, Egg Boxes, Fittings and 


x es, j~ | est 
Felts. Also Gates and Fencing 
L Erected. 


A thesrequest-of--a large number cet. 
Poultry Keepers who now favour the > 

Dry Mash system of feeding, we have A New Recipe 
introduced U.P.F. in Meal form. This product 
is known as U.P.F. Cooked Meal, guaranteed 
to be absolutely pure and consisting only 
of selected, cooked grains, with a 100% 
feeding value. We recommend the use of 
U.P.F. Cooked Meal as a foundation to the 
Dry Mash on a 50/50 basis—see recipe alongside 


ices from} FREE 
your oat SAMPLE 


1112 Ibs. 18/- 


4% 
La 


Plans, Estimates, and Specifications 
free on enquiry. 


As a basis fora Dry Mash we recom- 
mend 50 per cent. U.P.F. COOKED 
MEAL, the suggested additions to 
make a really excellent complete 
mash being :— 


25% Sussex Ground Oats 
10% Clover Meal 
10% ae Bone or Fish 


Mea 
5% Dry Yeast 


Our Objective is a satisfied Customer, 
and oncea customer, always acustomer, 


ete 


J. L. Ingram & Sons, Ltd., 


adding 4lb. granulated charcoal to AVONDALE ROAD, FLEET, Hants, 


every 10 lbs. of mixed mash. 


WIRE NETTING 


GALVANISED. 
Remarkably good quality, in 


| A fifty yard rolls, England's 
| 56 ” 9/31 oe re eS ae lowest prices per roll, Instant 
eS sample of U.P.F. Cooke at) Despatch. Make certaim your 

14 ,, 2/6 I Meal, write at once toUveco 


netting is carriage paid, or you 
will be astonished at the rail 


Cereals Ltd., Cunard 
q ar i [4 2 Building, Liverpool, stating 
33, 9d. i the name and addr:ss of 
your usual dealer. 


UVECO CEREALS. LTD. 


Cunard Building 2 
LIVERPOOL 


= charges, 
Mesh, Gauge, wide. wide. wide. wide, wide, wide, 
ft. 2 ft sft  4xty 5 ft) ~ 6 ft 

3 in, 19 2/9 4/11 6/10 9/1 11/4 13/7 
2 in, 19 3/10 6/10 9/5 12/5 15/8 18:9 
1 in, 20 6/2 11/3 16/1 21/4 27/7 34/2 

Special Offer,—All Orders, large or small, Carriage Paid 

for only 1/6 extra, Cash with Order, 


F, &H. SUTCLIFFE, ?*3¥902 VoRes 
London Showroom; Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, 
London, W}, 
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SONIMOR- 


(WHITE “LEGHORN). 


ARE YOU PREPARING FOR 


COMING 1926 SEASON ? 
WE are PREPARED to meet all DEMANDS. 
Our VAST Plant with its SUPERB Breeders is 
already in PRIME condition to SUPPLY 
HATCHING EGGS, or D.O.C., at short notice. 
We have now in STOCK quantiti es of our 
famous “IN LOCO PARENTIS ” Brooder Plamt, 
which has proved its worth for the past 
two seasons (Single or Multiple Outfit). 


Our “ SIMPLICITAS” Trap-Nest is becoming 

more and’ more INDISPENSABLE to the “UP: 

Egg FBarmer. 
WANT ome). 


TO-DATE” (YOU will soon 

Our Book, “ EGG: IN-KUMS,” is now the 

STANDARD Work for COMMERCIAL EGG 
FARMERS. (Price 4/:). 

WRITE AT ONCE FOR PRICE LISTS AND 
OTHER LITERATURE. 


TICE TON, eeeNT 


BYINDILEVd <3 


va kt 


c 


SOUND. 


TIMBER 
SOME CHEAP CLEARANCE LINES 


Per 100 sq. ft, 
6-in. Planed and Rebated Weatherboards 17/6 


7-in. 2 5 17/6 
7-in. Planed Weathertarirds 16/- 
5.in,. P. T. G. Matching ... 19/- 
3-in. ” 99 20/- 
WRITE: FOR FULL. ‘BARGAIN LIST. 

FLEETWOOD JONES, S.P.B.A., 

Park Wharf, 

Evelyn Street, ‘Phot : 


Deptford, 
LONDON, S.E.8 


NEW CROSS 1030, 


MORE LIGHT— GOOD INCUBATORS— 


MORE EGGS. MORE CHICKS. 
#eTo get inore eggs in winter use our Patent Acetylene Lamps. 
e, Specially designed for Seratching Sheds Price: 7/-, 10/+; and 
post paid. Lists free 
To get more chicks use a good tncubator. i can supply Ye 
Glevum, Gloucester, Phipps. Hearson, Hannafords, Thornbers, 
Sutcliffe, Britalinia, etc, at rock bottom prices. i 


State Wants, and Special List will he sent. 
J. E. DRAPER, S.P.B.A., 
BLACKBURN. 


A ppliunce Provider, 


UAVAVUNUUOVUEVEDSRENVANUOSPRDEDOOUOTEDSEVECOOEEOEETEOEEED DEEPA ETAL OPED DEERE 


PN. SHELLEY, N.U.PS.-S:PBA.| 


RY a7E ttensor 


In replying to Advertisements please mention “EGGS.” 
QUVAVANAVSUAUUEGIVAUOOANVEUDENVONVACUEVOELOVEOUEUOEGODOOOVOOEDOOGEEEOOADOOROTG EEO OUOVGEH OOOO OTOOUOOUOT ODEO ETO EEREETD 


R.1 REDS @ 
WHITE LEGHORNS 


HATCHING ECCS 


From Selected Flocks, 
8/6 doz., 60/- per 100. 


3 MONTHS OLD 


PULLETS. 


BOOKING NOW. 
10/6 each, 


“Stoke-on Trent 


STOCK COCKERELS 


We can now offer an excellent lot of 
individually bred birds from our Gold and! 
Silver Medal strains of White Wyandottes) 
and White Leghorns. ' 


Prices from 16/- to &O/- each. 
1925 Pullets fom 12/6 ,, 
1924 Hens for breeding purposes | 


from 8/6 each. 
(Guaranteed large egg.) H 


This Year's Winners at the Lancashire 
International, of the Light Breed Section 
(Single Bird), score value 266. 


All stock sent on approval. ee 
eggs are now being booked for next season.| 


Further particulars on application to aa 
$. & J. PARSONS, | | 


The POULTRY FARM, 
MUSBURY, DEVON. { 


LAN3LEY’S BLACK LEGHOARNS. | 
LATEST REPORT :— 
Ist, Harper: het Present Test. 
La Year :— 

LANCS, UPS, LAYING TEST. 
Ist Prize, aE poe gulite Teal CUP, Sec. 
ac e 
2nd Prize, SILVER CHALLENGE CUP, over 
whole Test. 
2nd Prize, out over 94 pens, all breeds | 


). 

Ist Class Certificate for Pullet No. 1068, | 
layer of 260 ist grade eggs im 48 weeke. | 
Ist Class Certificate for Pen No. 140, Black 
Leghorns. All this with five pullets. | 
HARPER-ADAMS’ LAYING TRIALS:— | 
1st Prize, GOLD MEDAL, 


Small Flock, B. Leghorns. 
Other "Awards:— 
BRONZE MEDALS eater: -Adams, 1922/3, | 
since 1921.2 | 


merou rtificates 
STOCK MCOCRERELS offered in. Black Leg: 
horns and White scenores also Hens and 
Ohicks Booked. 


Pulleta. Eggs and 
W A. LANSLEY, “St. Vincent,” | 
TILSTOCK, WHITCHURCH, SALOP,: | 


A 
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ATCHING EGGS. Stock Cockerels. 


“ | WHITE LECHORNS. 
Day-Old Chicks. BLACK LEGHORNS. 
. From Prize-winning Utility Strains. 
CUSTOM - HATCHING. All are guaranteed; well grown; sound 
7 ol and healthy. 
- oe BOGE ee teat a | Hatched February and March. 
a ; ; | 17/6 and 20/- each. 


Carriage Paid on Approval. 
Full particulars from— 


R. S. KEEP, - w. & T. MARKHAM, 


EAST BUDLEIGH, DEVON. QUENIBOROUGH, LEICESTER. 


Full particulars, apply to— 
j 
' 


Hello, Everybody, ‘‘Redcombe” Calling ! 

ling New Clients to book their Orders NOW The “UP-TO-DATE” 
Mos Treg Nesisd Breotne Sista Egg & Chick Boxes, 
RHODE ISLAND REDS and WHITE ax These boxes 
bs LEGHORNS. <3 are made of 


wood, and 


Direct from 7 M. Golden (specially 2. 
) and G Metcalfe (Bpecial Pen). Tor se cone 
ly Matings this Season will surprise yea— other make 


i Send for List 

ITTINGS ated 88. 6d.; £2 17s. 6d. 

I 4 (@ per cent. Fertility Gunkachocay 
3 DAY-OLDS to Order. 

Three Month Old Pullets, 7s. 6d. each. 


of their kind. 
. They have 
= been offic- 
- jally passed 
by all Rail- 
way Com- 


| (Reduction for Quantities). panies for 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. conveyance of 
| NB—Wetch Breed Bection 6, National pees an, the Cot panies iis 
Laying Test, B Used by mamy larger Breeders who are 
“Capt. W.L. BEALES, B.S.0. -9 NLU.P.S,, 8.7.3.4., highly satisfied with them. 
REDCOMBE POULTRY FARM. HORSTEAD, EGG BOXES from 54s. per gross. 
COLTISHALL, NORWICH. CHICK BOXES from 60s. per gross. 


Illustrated Catalogue and Price List 


: iree on request, 
: UTILITY ———— 
: W. & T. MARRHAM, $.P.B.A.N.UP 
MITE WYAN DOTTES retin gues Se 
EAST AUN GULTEA eo ivinkesccodedevsaces pices sizaar 
MINER SPURS A siictiacdssrtcosesonsassustscccasyosevends 3rd SS 
NORTHERN Fesene oavinctessnscecy ceostecssstzecscat 7th : 
INTERNATIONAL _............ Silver Medal EARLY STOCK COCKERELS. 
MIDLAND Boataasnges caseteisapstnaTareibtes drone 4th wate. besterns Lo eee Hen wanting 
our er es, t 
Cockerels from £1 1 6. Test Winners, of First and Gold’ Meda). 
Pullets, 16/-. Black eens. Fee on noted Test 
inners eade co h 
s. & T. GREENALL, ters. were well up in National Test 


finished this year, 1925. Price One Guinea 


: _ The Gariton Scroop Poultry Farm, Beck Brose pens, also others cheaper. 
pply—George Price, New Queniborough, 
| Sani GRANTHAM, LINGS.—— Syston, near Leicester. : 


Riddings P oultry F arm, Long Preston, Yorks. 
Black Leghorns 3 Metal, 294 Peon, Naina Tet 


Bronze Medal, 3rd Position, Yorkshire Test. 
Silver Spoon, B B.L., B.B.L.C., National Test. 


W h it e L & g h 0 r n S Silver Medal, 2nd Yorkshire International Test. 


Silver Cup for 2nd Pen, Whole Test, all breeds. 
Silver Cup for highest individual record in whole Test, all breeds. 


‘White Wyandettes 4‘h Position, Yorkshire Test. 
Barneve Iiders (BARONESS DE BRIENEN STRAIN). 


BREEDING PENS AND COCKERELS. 
Prices ow application to—Mrs. CLAY, M.B.E., F.N.U.P.8., 8.P.BA. 


| 
th replying to Advertisements please mention “EGGS.” 


The “IDEAL’’ Foster Mother 


Chickens, reared im an ‘“ Ideal” 
Foster-Mother are Ideal Chicks. 
Watch them thrive and grow. Note 
their vitality and vigour. Chickens 
do far better in an ‘Ideal’ Foster- 
Mother than with Hems. The 
“Tdeal’ Koster - Mother -was mot 
made by chance; years of practical 
experience and patient research go 
to make the Patent ‘Ideal’ Foster- 
Mother what it is to-day. 


Price; ®6 10 O 


A lot of ‘‘ hot air” is talked about 
Incubation but 


The “STANDARD” Incubator 


WORKS WITH HOT WATER, 

Which is universally acknowledged 

to be the best system for a steady 
reliable temperature, 


We long ‘ago decided that the 
“Stamdand” was the only Incubator 
that would fulfil all the require- 
m ments demanded and expected of 
m™ them, and to-day it is the ‘‘ Stan- 
dard’ equipment of all up-to-date 
Poultry-keepers. 


PRICES: 
60 Egg Capacity £7 10 O 
120 ,, a £9 00 
CARRIAGE PAID. 

Write for Free Catalogue ‘‘J,” 

# ‘which fully describes all our Poul- 

>» try Appliances. 

| DAIRY OUTFIT Co., Ltd. 
KING’S CROSS, LONDON, N.1. 
PASS as 2 SNE ees Bo Ree aS EE iho | 


J. G. KEMBALL, 
M.8.P.B.A, 


RHODE ISLAND REDS. 
WHITE LEGHORNS. 
Sittimg and Steck Birds in Season. 


Loro’s pUsans, »BUCKBURST BILL, 


GRANULATED 
MOSS LITTER 


For Poultry Houses. 

{ $Bushel Sack, containing about 28aib., 
a/-; 2, 5/9; 3, 6/-; >; 6, 13/+; 2 ewt. Bales, 
All Uarriage Paid. re Cash eh Ovder 

wi 
PEAT MOSS LITTER SUPPLY Ce., Ltd., 
32, Thorne Wharf, Coumersial Read, 

Blackfriars, $.E. 1. 
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To eee 
Miss N. B. MADDISON, war... Dane Hill, Sussex. Telephone: 
SPECULIST BREEDER— PTIODE ISLAND RED S. M, DANE Biu 


Grand Coleur and Type. LARGE EGGS. Winner of the 8.P.B.A. Leying Test. Certificates (Harper-Adams snd Nations! Tests 


Bitwee Cups, Medals, and many prizes gained. Also Pedigree LIGHT SUSSEX and WHITE LEGHORN 
INDIVIDUALLY HATCHED OCOCKERELS EGGS BOOKED NOW. Write for Catalogue. Inspection Invites 
MMMM MMMM 


ee ee een 


LOOSE POULTRY FA 7 
T. W. STANNETT, 12082 POULTRY FARM, ; 
(M.N.U.P.S., M.8.P.B.A.,), 

EGGS FOR HATCHING AT LOW PRICES. r 
Light Sussex ... a ee 14 Eggs. 50 Eggs. 100 Eggs. + 
White Wyandottes ... Not Replaces 22/ 6 45/- ! 
Rhode Island Reds (s-c.) 6/ 6 (SBS per’ ceni= Peptide. Guaranteoueae i 

—__——— DAY-OLD CHICKS ON APPLICATION. ——— 1 
ALL CARRIAGE PAID. Full Terms and Testimonials on Application. ‘Phone: Boughton Monchelsea 20, 1% 


2 aa aaa naa aaa nollie! 


hed SPECIALIST BREEDER OF LARGE-EGG 
Mrs. Alec Wilson,  truiry wire wranvortes, 


e ege 
has won the Single Pen Test at Harper-Adams with S.P.53, with the record of 276 ist grade Pedigree Utility Stock 
eggs and never broody. She has also won the Bronze Medal at the Northern and First-class \ 
Pen Certificate for small pens at Harper-Adams, Cockerels ; 
COCKERELS (Jan., Feb. and March hatched, closely related to these hens), froro > §.e. R.I. REDS and W 
4 to 8 Guineas. Proved Cocks from 1 to 8 guineas. ; WYANDOTTES, 
NOW BOOKING EGCS from individual trapnest bens and large flocks from Prices: 12s. 6d., 15s., 208., 80s., ang 
9/- to § Guineas per sitting, and £3 10s. per hundred. | 63s. each. 
Every Stock Bird and Egg sent out is personally recommended. Send for Free Catalogue. WHITE LEGHORNS. 
CARTH WwW A Prices: 12s. 6d., 18s., 20s., 80s., 
YANDOTTE FARM, GARTH, BRECONSHIRE. "82s,, 68s., and 8%. each. 
LIGHT SUSSEX. 
All sold, 


These birds are all soumd on 
healthy, well-grown, and typical of 
their breed. They have oer ro 
on free range, under 
tions. These birds have yess eer 
culled, and only the b 
Only dams with winter erent of | 
and over are retained for cockerel 
breeding. I guarantee entire satia 
| faction. All Stock is sent carr 
! paid, and om seven days’ approv. 
‘ NOW BOOKING ORDERS FOR EQGs 
FOR HATCHING AND OCHIOKS 
Send for my Detailed Price L 
which gives full pastioular’ 
pedigrees 


LINDSAY SCOTT, 


N.U.P.S., §8.P.B.A., 
THE WORLINGHAM POULTRY 


LOOK AHEAD! BOOK AHEAD! oP ata 


Many of my customers have already booked their orders with me for CHICKS 


Buy the Guaranteed Roofing 


There is only one PLUVEX Roof Felt. Its quality is 
guaranteed—every yard of it. If you want a really 
weather-tight roof for your garden shed, fowl house, 
or any other small buildings, be sure to use Pluvex. 
No trouble to fix, no tarring—no6 vainting—One Roll 
(12 sa. yds.) will cover 100 sq.feet, and costs 5/9. 
Heavy (irade. 8/- 
FREE.Samples on request. Write us to-day. 
Sold by Hardware and Builders’ Merchants everywhere. 


PLUVEX z2r7 
Tke RUBEROID @ L%4 sole Manufacturers, 


71 Lincoln Bouse, High Holborn, London, W.C.1 


and EGGS for the coming season, atey are thus sure of getting the numbers POULTRY INSURANGE,. 

they require at the time they want them. Have you thought about your require- 

ments yet? Don't leave it any longer. Good stock gets quickly booked up. Pore. whet, oe emi 

Write now for my 1926 Price List of Eggs and Chicks. It offers you first-class | aia Ail Sane ok Tive “Stock andl othe 

stock at very reasonable prices. I ances arranged by 

WRITE NOW. A few weally Good Cocks and Cockerels to spare. HESTER & THOMSON, 

J. H. McINNES SKINNER, Bramerton Crange, NORWICH. ia, Southwark 8t., London Bridge, 8.E.' 
EERE TEN TRU Se 


Mention “ EGGS.” 4 


STOCK COCKERELS 


WHITE WYANDOTTES. WHITE LEGHORNS. 


Bs 2 os ees 25 /~ 


Pens 


ASHEY poe I. O.W. 


Miss COLLCUTT, Partner for many years of the late 


Dr. J. H. BALDWIN. 


‘The whole of the valuable stock which has made this Farm so famous has been 
Tetained, and the breeding will be continued on the same lines, with the usual 
strict selection as formerly. 


White Leghorns. White Wyandottes. 
: Rhode Island Reds (s.c.) 


Trap-nested all the year. 


Bred entirely from TESTED PARENTS. 


1925 LIST OF COCKERELS FROM INDIVIDUALLY RECORDED HENS, 
‘ALSO LIST OF SITTINGS AND CHICKS FOR 1926 ON APPLICATION. 


Pens 


No. 7 1; GN>. 


SPRINGFIELD POULTRY FARM, WIMBORNE. 
Telephone: WIMBORNE 23. Telegraph: “COLLCOTT, WIMBORNE.” 


YOU CAN'T GET ALL 
YOUR EGGS IN ONE 
BASKET IE YOU USE 


ARMITAGE'’S 


CHICKEN & POULTRY 
TONIC 


A few doses of Armitage’s Chicken 
and Poultry Tonic from time to 
time works wonders in keeping lay- 
ing stock fully productive. It is not 
a forcing condiment, but a Tonic 
of proven value. It “Tones” the 


Lt.-Col, F. S. N. 
Macrory, of Ardmore 
P.F Limavady, N. 
Ireland, writes: Dear 
Sirs,—Please send me | 
3 more gallon jars of | 
your Chicken and Poul- 


try Tonic, at 9/6 each, bird’s whole system, stimulating 
carr. paid, -I enclose appetite and aiding sound digestion. 
cheque £1/8/6 in pay- It makes fit birds fitter, and quickly 


| ment, I am glad to re- brings sick birds back to health: 

|| port really favourably No poultry-keeper should ever be 

i on this excellent pre- |} without a bottle. 

| pasation, The first jar || - =Pi 

| has already done won- | 1/~ the Half-Pint 
ders on several hun- Bottle, from Corn 

sitet La my pores | Merchants aad 
which had got a bit ou -) 
ofcondition, The birds Grocers Every 
are now in splendid where. Trial 
order and ‘delivering || Sottle 1/6, post 
the goods’ in the shape : 
of eggs in great style. free from Armitage 
I am. Yours faithfully, Bros., Ltd., Col- 

; (Signed) F,S,N,M. wick, Nottingham, 


Gallon 9/6, 
| Pee carriage paid. 
UUGUovvanv UU UNUTOOOUOUUUUOTOOOOOUOUOOOOOOUUNTUOOOOOUOTUUOOONODOOIUUUU TOOOOOOTIMITNOOOOTTINITITNNUTTIMNNVTTTTT 


Registered |vads Mark. 


Best Quality Foods 


at Lowest Prices. 


Per Cwt. 


DRY..MA8SH__...._....._15/- 
(Fer Ed¢g Production.) 
(Tom Newman’s Formula.) 


CHICK MASH ... ... 17/6 


CROWERS’ MASH ... 15/- 
Per 1061b. 
‘“ CLOFALFA” MEAL 10/6 


EXTRACTED SOYA BEAN MEAL. 
DRIED SKIM MILK. 


OATMEALS. GROATS. 
FISH MEAL. MEAT MEAL. 
BLOOD MEAL. MEAT & BONE 
MEAL. MAIZE GERM MEAL. 
MAIZE GLUTEN. MIDDLINGS. 


FLAKED MAIZE. BROAD BRAN. 
SUSSEX GROUND OATS. BISCUIT 
MEALS. BONE FEEDING MEAL. 
DRIED YEAST. 
KIBBLED MAIZE. DARI. RICE. 
POULTRY OATS. WHEAT. | 
CHARCOAL. OYSTER SHELL. 
GRITS. GROUND LOCUST MEAL. 


ALL GOODS CARRIAGE PAID. 
Scotland & Wales 2/’- per cwt. extra. 


DISCOUNT TO §8.P.B.A. MEMBERS. 


?rices and Samples on application 


PHILIP CHUREK 


SWAN & ANCHOR WHARYES, 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD. 
‘PHONE: 180. 
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Range-reared youngsters for Present or Future 
® COCKERELS Delivery, 124% off Autumn Prices fer 
Octeber Delivery. 
ree Ing OC. 9 A few Tested Males with full Pedigree. 


RECORDED HENS iss" 


Tested for Hatehability. 


W. Leghorns. 

R. Il. Reds. 

W. Wyandottes. 
Speckled Sussex. 


NITROPHOS 


Brand of 


PURE WHITE FISH MEAL 


IS UNSURPASSED FOR UNIFORMITY OF QUALITY AND PURITY. 
Twe Grades—Ne. i, Fime for Wet er Dry Mash; Ne. 2, Coarse for distribution. — 


ANALYSIS: Alb. 55 p.c. min.; Phosphete of Lame 17 p.c. min.; Oil 4.5 p.c. max.; 
Belt 4.0 p.c. max. 
SOLE MANUFAOCTUBERS — 


THE GOOD RICH PRODUCTS CO., LTD., 


90, FREEMAN STREET, CRIMSBY. 
MEMBERS OF THE FISH MEAL MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


Major Brewis’ Famous White Wyandottes. | — SUSSEX 


Bred from five generations of Harper-Adams’ and National Gold Medal Winners. ; 
. : SITTINGS 14/- or 5/8. 


| 
| 
Special Pen 1.—Egg records: 243, 243, 250, 251, 252, 262, 266, 271, 290. 


Averag ight: 24, 24, 23, , 2h, Bt, 2 Beh Sis 
Headed rs eae of Ph Eran i a Obs Polit HACKLES? ECCS? SIZE? | 


General Pen 1.—Egg recards: 200 to 230 24 to 2% oz. eggs. 
Headed by sons of dams with records of 240 to 265 2} to 24 oz. egge. They are Colonel Sadlers. | 
Orders for one or more hundred of General Pen 1 Eggs are entitled to a Free Gift | 


of 4 eggs per 100 from Special Pens 1 and 2. Lt.-Col. HAYES-SADLER, 
See Catalogue for particulars of other pens and methods of breeding for large eggs. UCKFIELD. 
Apply—_MAJOR BREWIS, M.S.P.B.A., OVERTON, HANTS. 
SSS TREES TERE ES SREY RE A DPSS Pe RU RE PN AN TES NS PTT SARE SSS PL emis i ate ec se ES | 


THE WORLD'S LEADING UTILITY STRAINS OF ABACOT RANGER, BUFF ORPINGTON, COALEY FAWN, INDU| 
RUNNER AND KHAKI-CAMPBELL DUCKS AND 8.C. RHODE ISLAND REDS, FROM WHICH MY CLIENTS HAY 
REPORTED YEARLY. AVERAGES UP TO 304 EGGS PER BIRD. SPECIALLY MATED PENS NOW AVAILABLE. PRICI) 


ON APPLICATION.—A HAROLD PAINE (MEMBER OF THE LEADING POULTRY AND DUCK CLUBS), BROWN EC 
FARM, ROTTINGDEAN, SUSSEX. 


Breaders of — Newman & Norwood, 
RHODE ISLAND REDS. CORRERELE 
WHITE BRESSE. The Beeches, Swan Hill P. F., EGGS. 
WHITE LEGHORNS Rudgwick, Ropley, CHICKS 


BLACK LEGHORNS. Sussex. Winchester. 
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4 Very Finest Quality 


Pure Dried Skimmed Milk. 


458. per owt. 280. per. 86lbs. 


6s. 6d. per 10$lbs. 
(All carriage paid U.K.) . 


FINELY GROUND ALFALFA MEAL. 


138. 6d per 23)bs. 


Free from Coarse Stalk, 


| 1-3 Cwts.: 5-9 Cwts.: | 10 Cwts.: 

: 14s. per owt. | 13s 6d.per owt. 13s. per cut. 
UNEXTRACTED GRANULAR EXTRACTED 
DRIED YEAST. | CHARCOAL. SOYA MEAL. 

| (40 per cent. Alb. Special Quality. (34 per cert. Alb., 

. . 168. 6d. per cwt. 


18s. 6d. per 86ibs. 


1 per cent. Oil). 
25s. per 112lbs. | 


9s. 3d. per 56 Ibs. 
5s. per 28 Ibs. 


7s. 6d. per S6ibs. 


1 per cent. Oil). 
| 18s. 9d. per 112lbs. 


OWN SPECIAL MEAT MEAL. 


47.05 per cent. Alb., 17 per cent. Oil, 26.85 per cent. Phos. of Lime. 
17s. 6d. per cwt., 5 cwts. 17s. per cwt., 10 cwts. 16s. 9d. per cwt. 


OWN SPECIAL MEAT AND BONE MEAL. 


| 37.75 per cent. Alb., 9.78 per cent. Oil, 37.06 per cent. 


Phos. of Lime, 


15s. 6d. per cwt., 5 cwts. 15s. per cwt., 10 cwts. 14s. 9d. per cwt. 


Thoroughly sterilised, and free from injurious chemicals; contains about equal 
proportions meat and bone. 
All Goods (except Dried Milk) are quoted F.0.R. or F.0.B. Greenock. 
TERMS :—OASH. WITH ORDER. 


Everything for the Poultry-Keeper. Any Mixture made up; mixed and cleaned by 
modern machinery. All Goods Guaranteed highest standard of quality. Samples 
Free. Complete Price List on application. 


Macfarlan, Shearer & Co. 


(Dept. 


“ay, Greenock. 


LAYING MEAL 


(Newman’s Formula), 
13/- Per Cwt., F.O.R. 
STONE and NEWPORT, \SALOP) 
$s 5 Per cent. on Orders through S.P.B.A. 


‘STUBBS &CO., trp. 


(Corn Merchants and Millers), 
STONE, STAFFS. 


MARCHWOOD GREEN FARM. 
SPECIALITY. 


RHODE ISLAND REDS. 
is Farm and Stock are well-known to 
' Martin Harvey (The Brooder Expert). 
Correspondence Invited. 
MAURICE S. McKAY, 
MARCHWOOD, SOUTHAMPTON. 


» Orpingtons, - Buff 


JOHN A. BETTS, 
HAMPSTEAD NORRIS, NEWBURY, 


has 2,000 Pullets, Hens, Cockerels, Cocks, 
Ducks and Drakes for- Sale for breeding 
pens from his famous Pedigree Utility 
strains, all bred and kept on free range, 
giving hardiness, vigour, and great laying 
capacity. 1,500 stock birds sold last sea- 
son, giving great satisfaction. 

All birds on one week’s approval. 
Breeds kept are: Australorps, Light 
Sussex, S,c. Rhode Islands, Wyandottes, 
and Barred Rocks, 
Langshans, Faverolles, Leghorns (three 
colours), Minorcas, Houdans, Campines, 
Anconas, Aylesburys, K..C.’s, Runners (two 
colours), and Orpingtons. Price 7/6 to 15/- 
each. Thousands of pure eggs from his 
500-acre farm, in above breeds, guaran- 
teed 90 per cent. fertile, 6/- doz., 23/. 60, 

45/- 100. Fertile Cross-breds 40/- 100. 
A few mis-marked Pullets and Ducks, 

Cheap, for Sale. 
Write requirements, answered by return. 


SS a a SE eT aN 


TRAP-NEST RECORD CARDS, 
giving records of 21 fowls on each side. 
1/3 dozen, 6/6 per 100, 250 for 14/6. 
Also stocked for 50 fowls on each side, 
2/3 dozen, 13/- per 100. 

Also Trap-Nest Books, Hatching 
Records., Pedigree Books, Poultry 
A/c Booke, &c. Specimen Rulings Free. 
RIPPIN & BAKER, 

The ewar ieester, - 


EGG BOXES 


Strong, dovetailed boxes in a large 


variety of sizes. Good quality 

leatherboard partitions with felt 
between layers. 

PROMPT DELIVERY. ALL SIZES. 


1 box 6o0rmore@ 


6 doz. size | 7/- 6/8 | 
ie, 8/6 8/- | go 
i ees epee ce 
20 mie (dim ape 7 E 
24.,, , | 13/3 | 12/8 |OS 
1027, | 146 13/9 


/ 


Full Catalogue on application. 


WORSSAM« ABBOTT 


PYRCROFT HOUSE, 
CHERTSEY ~ SURREY. 


Advertisers don't know where you saw 
it. Help them by referring te ‘‘ EGGS,”’ 
they will appreciate it and so will wa 


ALFRED BROWN, LTD., 
HILL FARM, SOUTHAMPTON, 


are now booking orders for Day-Old 

Chicken and Eggs from their well-known 

Laying Strains of White. Leghorns, White 

Wyandottes, Rhode Island Reds, and 
Light Sussex. 

Eggs 10/6 for 15. Chicks 20/- per dozen, 
READY: NOW. 


The Firm With the Reputation. 


BRITISH 
AND 


BEST. 


Established 
1893. 
Our BEVEL-ENDED SPRING-CLIP CELLU: 
LGID RINGS.—The best and most popular 
of all patterns. Ends bevelled, nothing pro- 
jecting—giving a neat jointless appearance 
All Rings Post Free U.K 
NUMBERED CELLULOID RINGS, 2 
colours, 12, 10d.; 36, 2/-; 72, 3/6; 144, 7/-. 


CELLULOID RINGS (without numbers), 
12;- 8d¢5 °36, 1/6: 72> 2/63 -144, « 5/-3, 300, 9/6; 
504, 15/9; 1,008, 28/-. ; 

3-COIL SPIRALS, 12. brilliant colours, 


12, 8d.; 36, 1/6; 72, 2/6; 144, 5/-; 300, 9/6 
504, 15/9; 1,008, 28/-. : snk 
IMPROVED INTERLOCKING: ALUMINIUM 
RINGS, numbered consecutively or year, 

12, 8d.3..36, 1/5; 72, 2/3; 144, 4/6. 
CHICKEN RINGS. Prices as Listed. 


HUGHES 27, HAMPTON HILL, 
M.S.P.BA MIDDLESEX, 


SITTINGS OF EGGS. 
W. Wyandottes (Snowden’s strain), mated 
to Cockerel (Tom Barron-Mrx Pierce. 
Grove), 210 eggs. R.I.R. (Boucher), mated 
to Cockerel (Malcolm). 228 L. Sussex, mated 
to Cockerel (Falkenstein strain), av 192. 

Sittings, 7/6. Day-Old Chicks, 12s, 
Orders now being booked 
F. B. JESSETT, 

Drayton Poultry Farm, 

HAVANT ROAD. DRAYTON, COSHAM, 
HANTS. 
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Stephens’ “Glevum’ Incubators and Rearers 
™ SET THE STANDARD 
—=======7 {| —«*TO THE WORLD. 
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‘“Clevum’’ Hot Water Pipe 
Incubator, 
No. 1, 150 Eggs £8/10/0 
No. 2, 300 ,,  £16/0/0 


Complete sist wellbarsing ‘‘Glevum’’ Hot Air Incubators. Economy Incubator. 

egg tray. 40 Egg ... ... £8/18/0 | 150 Egg ... ... £8/10/0 No. 1, 100 Egg =. 5/0/0 

Carriage paid in 70 ,, s.. se. £6/48/0 | 960° ,,  ... ... £14/10/0 No. 2, 150 _,, £6/0/0 
England and Wales. 100 ,, ... ... £7/16/0|390 ,, ... ... £48/0/0 Carriage paid in 
Carriage Paid in England and Wales. England and Wales. i 


nes, 


ai Oy) 


| 
\ 
} 
| 
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‘CLEVUM ” STYLE **B’’ BROODER 
100 Chick oe eee = B7/8/0 

150.—C,, co. cee =68/18/6 

Carriage Paid. : i" 


““CLEVUM”’ MAMMOTH INCUBATORS. 
600 to 12,000 egg capacity. Prices from £40/0/0. 


LARGE FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 


containing all particulars, post free on request. 


florace W. Stephens 


Incubator Specialist, 2 


‘“GLEVUM” BLUE-FLAME HOVER. 


& LO U C E ST i= ee No. 0 capacity ...... ... 100 Chicks ee eee ~=©£24/10/0 

® Noi, wes cere eee 100-250 Chicks ... 26/0/0 

No. 2 a Seectcess cdg OOO HOO 5, ... 286/10/0 
Carriage Forward. 
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Commercial Poultry Equipment. 


The Hot Water Incubator with a Generous Reserve of Merit. 


Increasing favour is readily explained when a product consistently surpasses in performance the expectations of its purchasers. 
These incubators will batch the heaviest chicks. A ‘‘ Complete " description will be sent on application. 


NS Se 


TANUNVUEUVEDENYEADEYEOOUNTOEVAUENOGNLEOTENUGAUNT ONAN TON PED EN ANOLE UOA TST TATTOOED 


SOME TECHNICAL 

POINTS OF MERIT. oe tee | ONDE Sea 
f 

i Maximum equilibrium varia- : 

q tion of temperature in Prices. 


largest machine 3? deg. 


(Carriage Paid). 
Maximum fluctuation of 
temperature 4 deg. 


: ed 6 
Noisture readings up to aid ses ’ eee 

i within 10 deg. of 105 deg. 300 ee oe tae OO 
; 

; Egg trays of all sized incu- pit CaN Rae errata en ety 
; bators interchangeable with 600 £23 10 0 
| each other. 5 Peas tee a8 

; 9C0 Sos gan watches 200 
| Copper tubes throughout. 

: 3 inches of Silicate Cotton * 


insulation on top. 


W. A. MOTLEY, Amport, Andover, Hants. z 


: mTTTTAT TATE TITTLE TTUTEL TTI TOTEM EEOC LLM 
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a 
\- ‘ 
j 66 © 99 e ° 
) THE “The Talisman Hygienic Hover 
SENSATION “SUPERBLY MADE AND UNBEATEN for safety and reliability. 
& OF THE Lamp completely sealed off from chick chamber. Loss of chicks 
through fumes or lamp trouble unknown. 


Test its Efficiency at My Expense. 


If not-satisfactory, full purchase price refunded if returned within 10 days. 


Note the Prices!!! 


No. 1—75/100 Chicks, 42/6; 3 for 41/6, 
6 for 40/6 each. 

No. 2—150/200 Chicks, 47/6, 3 for 46/6, 
6 for 45/6 each. 


Carriage Paid. 74% Discount to Members S.P.B:A. 
and N.U.P.S. if orders sent direct to me. 


THE ‘TALISMAN ” NEITHER COOKS NOR CODDLES. 
SPECIAL TERMS TO THE TRADE. Send for Details. 
On view at the Showrooms of 


F. A. YOUNG, Junr., s77.c42"6Rs, Station Road, Horley, Surrey. 


Bankers: BARCLAY’S, Horley. ‘Phone: HORLEY 279. 


DAIRY SHOW 
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13 GOLD MEDALS. FIRST PRIZE WON WITH MY STRAINS IN OPEN BRITISH AND AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL LAYING TRIALS 
This year again FIRST over all Rhode Island Reds in America 


. (Missouri Interrational Trials). Winners ist Prize and Gol¢ 
Magnificent Selection. Medal and Cup Lancashire 
Now ready. International Laying Trials: 


Aue'goecenecs.| Rhode Island Reds, White Leghorns, 2% iucs *shgat 


Wyandottes. Money valne, 
Prices: 21/-, 30/-, 2 Gns. 


Siow “Sie. “untei! White Wyandottes, Light Sussex, = = 


number slightly mis- 
marked early RI. Red Note these 


Pullets, specially suitable : 
for winter egg production. remarkable Facts; 


Subject to being unsold, 


oO Not a single bird 
ee care aa hel sl Via broody during the trials, 
I make a_ speciality _of Total number of Eggs, - 2,219, 
smali select Foundation | 


Total weight, 4,722 oz. 
Breeding Hens, carefully 


mated, for those starting 
and desirous of building 
up a high-grade flock. 


This is the best official re. 

cord ever made in this 
country for a pen of {ff 
birds. 


STOCK COCKERELS, BREEDING PENS. etc. | 
| not only Breed the Best but | SELL THE BEST ! 


7. o r 7 ~ , | 
THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT WINS. MADE BY MYSELF, BUT ARE THE RESULT OF DIRECT PURCHASES OF STOCK FROM ME;:— 
1525: First Serial Test. Second Bucks County Open. Both Pens sired Cockere] supplied by me. 1924: First prize winners Leicestershire Laying 
Trials (R.1. teds), which beat all breeds with an average of 245 eggs in 48 weeks (6 birds). Sired by male bird supplied by me. Firs 
prize winners Northern Ireland (Stormont). Sired by male bird obtained from Special Sitting. 1922; First and Gold Medals won in both 
Rhode I. Reds and White Leghorns National Trials, Bentley, by Pens sired by male birds supplied by me. 1917-18: Second prize winners 
Harper-Adams Laying Trials. My Strain, and bred direct from Pen 44.. 1916-17: Third prize winners Herper-Adams’ Trials, bred from a 
breeding Pen supplied by me. Second prize winner Irish Trials, sired by Cockerel supplied by me. 1915-16: Gold Medal winners Harper. 
Adams, sired _by Cockerel supplied by me. 1918-19; The Pen making the highest score at the National Trials supplied as eggs expressly to 
win these Trials. 1922: First and Gold Medal National Trials, siréd by male bird supplied by me. 1918-19: White Wyandotte bred by me 
and supplied. These won First Prize over all breeds and sections, winter record, Harper-Adams’ Trials, with individual records of 263 & 264, 


STOCK COCKERELS. 


22 
; The finest lot of birds I have ever had—the result of 13 years of careful breeding by the trap-nest—combining number 

with size of egg (my R.1. Reds have an unparalleled record for grade of egg in the public laying trials since 1914), size of bird, 

and colour—the real dual-purpose birds, which combine all the essential commercial characteristics necessary to make poultry- 
keeping a very paying proposition, at the same time providing one of the most attractive birds for colour and outline. 


———————— 


My birds have proved their worth time and again in OFFICIAL laying tests, not only for myself, BUT TIME AND AGAIN 
for customers, on many Occasions beating my own entries. MANY ofthe MOST outstanding laying trial winners of the 
day have been sired by Cockerels bought direct from me. E 

I NOT ONLY BREED THE BEST BUT I SELL THE BEST, AND SUPPORT MY CLAIM TO EGG-LAYING RECORDS BY 
OFFICIAL TEST FIGURES. THIS IS THE HALL-MARK AND GUARANTEE YOU SHOULD INSIST ON AS A BUYER. 


—=—————————————————————— 
A GREATER RECORD OF PRIZES HAS BEEN OBTAINED IN OFFICIAL LAYING COMPETITIONS WITH BIRDS BRED FROM STOCK 
OBTAINED DIRECT FROM ME THAN, THOSE OBTAINED FROM ANY OTHER RHODE ISLAND RED BREEDER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. | 


W. M. GOLDEN, Eaglesfield Poultry Farm, Leire, Rugby. ON ASTLI 


BROUGHTON ASTLEY, L.M.S. 
Vacancy for two pupils. Expert training in all branches. No premium, experience in return for services. Telephene: Leire 3.’ 


per | » / Cwt. Rapid Limewashing 


MAKES THIS-TOOL 
BETTER-THAN 
O 


With a Four Oaks ‘COLONIAL’ Spray-Pump. 


DRY MASH | Price | 


Saves two-thirds of 
time-and labour, 


| | 
(Newman’s Formula, Layers). / 32 / 6 Foruscialowand /F STORES DO | 
Bags Free. Cash with order. Carr. Forward. | . small buildings Ecos sie SINEW-WORKS 
1/- per cwt. less 5 cwt. lots. Carriage only, Dy Spe * REDDITCH 
Also Chick Corn No. 1, and Chick Mash (T. Paid. A A Sussex Poultry- | 
pena Sees ; xe Gnd ape La ae £ Farmer orders our 68/- 
an erm Meal, Gluten, S.G. Oats, e Machine for Xmas ; ; ire| 
Yeast, Dried Separated Milk. BRASS ) | Git. Says his pa calanieeg 8 Wire) 
Write for Quotations. PUMP. machine is good as By CLEre "0: bees 
4 i}... new after 12 years’ and , Guaranteed | 
: IRON A, hard service, Quality for Sheep, | 
“ily Pigs, Poultry, -Rab- | 
= heghr 9 STAND: a bits, Game, ete. | 
M.S.P.B.A., Sixty Highest Awards. Write for List 39. Hf All.’ meshes, width 
f 4 eS Mand gauges. State! 
POULTRY FOOD SPECIALISTS, FOUR OAKS SPRAYER Cos ee ey See 4 requirements, and | 
OAKS, WARWICKSHIRE. Pee eae nena > i I) 
YHE GROFT, ERDINGTOR. FOUR pI OS Tg tro iene. 


BROS. Widiesale Wit Works, Norwich. | 
THE MOST VALUABLE BOOK FOR BREEDERS EVER PUBLISHED. 
The Inheritance of F ecundity in Fowls. % * Petpattiineds ratte. Funtatta bree trom the 


| 
The City and South London Printing and Publishing C, | 
By Oscar Smarr. (T.U.), 9, Farncambe Street, London, S.E.16. | 
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Please read the following extraordinary Unsolicited Testimonials :— 


,0OLDEN’S 
IOVER ea 


; used by myself for the last tefi years. 


' ‘Perfection’ Mother Hen 


fHE PERFECT REARER OF CHICKS. 
PRICE COMPLETE: 


b/-, 100 Chick Size: TO/-, 150 Chick Size, 
Carriage Paid. 


over corstructed of best seasoned wood 
best galvanised steels. SPECIAL COPPER 
AP, guaranteed seamless bottom, which 
practically everlasting and cannot leak, 
id with patent. guard and new smokeless 
ner under all conditions (recently intro: 
ed). Lamps supplied separately, 10s. 6d. 
4 (to those requiring lamp only). 


»M. GOLDEN, povtey rar 
HRE, LEICESTERSHIRE 


AS EXHIBITED BY THE NATIONAL 
| UTILITY POULTRY SOCIETY. 
SUPPLIED HARPER-ADAMS’ COLLEGE. 


ase Read Unsolicited Testimonials. 


I like your Hovers better than any others. 
EES ROGERS, Market Drayton, Salep 
fag ye? 
I might mention I have used your Hover 
“3 seasons, and must say J have found it 
Olutely reliable in every way. — S. @. 
GEN, 12, Charteris Terrace, East Ferry 
id, Cubitts Town, London.” 
1 my opinion there is no Hover on the 
(ket to touch yours, we are now using four 
hem with excellent results—HY. MAHLER, 
ind, Talycafa.” 
he Hovers gave every satisfaction to the 
‘bers who used them. We tried several 
erent types of Hovers and Brooders, and 
Ts were easily the most satisfactory-—-THE 
NTON AGRICULTURAI. CO-OPERATIVi: 
HMETY, LTD., Denton, Canterbury, Kent.” : 
IT find ‘ Perfection’ Hovers very satisfac- 
v. I am particularly pleased with the 
ip—Mr. T. W. CROCKER, Moorgarden, 
ek Hill, Wickford, Essex.” 
Ttis without a rival at the present time.— 
P. PROCTOR, Delamaine, Kirby Muxloe.”’ 
I am very pleased with Hover. It makes 
tk rearing somewhat of a pleasure.—Mr. 
me est, Walton House, Surlingham. 
0 gee 


ekhampton Poultry Grit. 


| THE IDEAL GRIT AT LAST. 


§ Grit is a natural blend of Fish-Shell 
Limestone—deposited by Nature in 
the form of a conglomerate rock. 
‘Use Renders Purchase of Expensive 
_ Oyster, Cockle and other Shell 
Unnecessary. 
tected as the ONLY GRIT to be fed to 
Birds at the current 


“Daily Wail ’’ & National Laying 
: Competition. 


PRICES :— 
F.O.R. BAGS FREE. 
iltry or Chick Size. Leckhampton Grit: 
6d. per cwt.; £2 10s. Od. per 4 ton; 
£4 4s. 0d. per -ton. 


| Quarried and Prepared Solely by 
UKHAMPTON QUARRIES CO., LTD., 
\CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


| 


Descriptive List on Application with full 
details how Chickens are reared on_ the 


Laglesfield Poultry Farm. 


NOT A TIN BOX. 
GUARANTEED DISPATCH IMMEDIATELY 


by passenger train on seven days’ trial. 
TEE SCR ES ee RTT EOE ST 

“T have about 500 chicks out in your 
Hovers, and up to date we have not had a 
single casualty, in spite of the awful weather. 
—Mr. ©. H. BROOKES, South © Kilworth, 
Rugby.” 

“Please send two more of your Eaglesfield 
Brooding and Rearing Houses, and four more 
‘Perfection’ Hevers and Lamps. At present 
I carnot conceive of an easier way of rearing 
chickens.—Mr. T. L. WARD, Cokhay, Repton, 
Derbyshire.” 

“The Hover you supplied proved a com- 
plete success. I placed 54 chicks in it ranging 
from 1 day to a week old, and not one ailed. 
They were all reared to maturity without a 
single loss. You have rightly named it the 
‘ Perfection ’ Hover.—J. I. MORRIS, Glyn Road, 
Brynamman, Glam., 8. Wales.” 

“TI am getting excellent results with your 
Hovers. It is the ONLY time I have seen 
NATURE beaten.” — S. A. MARTIN, Old 
Basing, Basingstoke.” 

“Hover to hand. I am very pleased with 
it. It is the best-made article for the money 
I have seen since pre-war days.—W. GEOK, 
Battle, Sussex.” 

“JT put 26 chicks under the Hover, and I 
have 26 strong little birds now six weeks old-- 
all lusty (you know what the weather has 
been). On the other hand, I put 14 ducks 
into a foster mother of repute, and to-day, 
when 13 days old, have only five left. I 
recommend your Hover to all interested.— 
Mr. J. H. ELVERYM. The Nursery House. 
Groombridge, Sussex.” 

“We now have six of.your Hovers in use. 
Having tried all makes, we find out these 
are the best. We took 30 prizes and one Silver 
Cup this year with chickens reared in your 
Hovers.—Messrs. J. ASHTON and SON, Fir 
Tree Farm, Dukinfield.” 
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in the Patent 
“POCOCK” & “CUSHION” 
i] FELT-LINED EGG BOXES, 


for 12 months after purchase. 


“Last year we lost about 300 chicks in 
brooders, and the same thing was beginning 
again this year. Some one recommended your 
Hover, and since getting it we have reared 
two flocks,. one with 97 chickens. Only lost 
four of*them. I shall certainly recommend 
your Hover. wherever I go.—Mr. T. NOBLE, 
Bank Top Farm, Lazonby, Carlisle.” 

“T cannot speak too highly of these ‘ Per- 
fection’ Hovers, because I lost far fewer 
chicks. with them than I did with reliable 
broody hens. For early rearing they are in- 
dispensable-—EDGAR DODDS, Chilvers Caton 
Vicarage, Nuneaton,” 

“ Kindly send me another of your rightly- 
named ‘Perfection’ Hovers. It is the first 
time in all-my 20 years’ poultry experience 


T have taken chickens away from hens, know: 
ing they were safer in your ‘ Perfection’ 
Hover.—_JOHN. J. ASHTON, 521, St. John’s 


Terrace, Baslenden, near Accrington.” 

‘“‘T am very pleased with the Hover, and so 
are the chicks.—_Mr. ©. A. SULLIVAN, Curra- 
more, Broadford, Charleville, Co. Oork.” 

“The ‘Perfection’ Hover I got from you 
last year is the best of anything I have tried 
yet for chick rearing. I have this season 
reared 97 chicks out of 101 that I put im it. 
Moreover, chicks are healthier, stronger, and 
larger than those reared in an ordinary 
foster mother.—Mr. TOM PULMAN, Northow- 
ram, Halifax.” 

“TI was recently at Mr. Disney’s, of Smithin- 
cott, and he recommended me to use no 
other (Hover). J shall esteem it a favour if 
you can fix me up this week, as the brooders 
IT am using are killing my Rhode Island 
Reds, which are ‘Golden’ strain. — Mr. H. 
CORAM, Halberton, Tiverton, Devon. f 

“Just a line to say how pleased I am with 
Hovers supplied. Have over 700 chicks, and 
not lost seven—Mr. A. DISNEY, Smithincott 
Farm, Uffeulme, Devon.” _ ; 

“Please send two more houses to go with 
your Hovers. I thank you for sending the 
others. We have not lost a single chick. ! 
only wish I had known of your method 
before —Mr. F. J. GRAHAM, West Court, Shep- 
herd’s Well, Dover, Kent.” 

“7T have had wonderful results with Hover. 
I have taken the chicks from the hens and 
reared. over 100 successfully. Several people 
round her are going to try their luck next 
year.—Mr. C. R. BETTS, Jasmine Dene, Un- 
stone. Sheffield.” 

“T have been extremely pleased, and cannot 
speak too well of your Golden Hovers for 
rearing ducklings. I have used them along: 
side Hovers rather similar in make—only 
metal—and yours are far better in every way, 
the construction is splendid. and I have re- 
commended them to hundreds of people. I 
have reared 1,600 White Runner and Khaki- 
Campbell Ducklings in them this season with 
the best results I have ever had. I intend to 
have more next season. — Miss HARRISON 
BELL, Sisserverness Poultry Farm, Welwyn, 
Herts.” 


There are many Dried Bloods offering 
for Pigs and Poultry, but only one 


RENTOX. 


Blood requires special and costly pre- 
paration if it is to be used as a food. 
Full particulars on request. 
MIDLAND CATTLE PRODUCTS, Ltd., 
BORDESLEY STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


BREEDING PEN HOUSES. 


As Fitted on Several Farms, 
Send Stamps for Details. 
HIGHLANDS APPLIANCE WORKS, 
CARLTON, NOTTINGHAM. 
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BREEDERS’ SPECIALITIES 


Se eg ae ee LienT SUSSEX WHITE WYANDOTTES. =, 
Mrs. GOODDEN, SITTINGS FROM 7/6. WHITE LECHORNS. : 
seMTRERCOMPTON SHERBORNE. | CHILTERN HILL BIRDS — | sirrindl"sf"hit'ate"™ SI” per 
SUSSEX, aad aT ONS. RUNNER DUCKS. Apis Ca'perea a 5 omeaireny December ieee 
Beffs at Hearper-Adams’ Trial unbeaten 3 Write for Particulars to— Delivery January onwards. ay 
Sunes eeoneGn iediege csi, Mele tae ats MISS KIRKBY, y RUPERT, STALLEBRASS, MS, ii 

part eae Se LITTLE BRAZIERS END, TRING, HERTS. | spy cocS" go Riteneod. wae We | 
Fone EDR ME Sad oe A RO Pe ee : 

JOHN P. HARDING, Wellingham House P.F., Lewes. F. W. WH EELER, 

Knowle Hill, WITCHAMPTON, WIMBORNE | Miss Malcolm. Mrs. Cocil Pember. 


RHODES MINNIS. CANTERBURY. ? 


R.1L.R.’s (s.c.) ONLY. W.LEGHORNS, R.1. REDS ($.6.) L. SUSSEX Station: Lyminge. 
Telegraph and Telephone: Cramborne 7. Finest Pedigree Trap-Nested Steek. 
Over 60,000 eggs sold for Hatching during Individually Hatehed Steck Cockerels. WHITE WYANDOTTES, 
the last two seasons. Many repeated re- ullets. Li Breeding Hems. 
quests from satisfied clients. Pupils taken in Cottage Hestel fer one WHITE BRESSE. 
Prices 40s. per 100, from Jan. ist. year or shorter eourses. ALL BIRDS TRAPNESTED. 
Oatabogue and Particulars on application. Telephome: 157 Lewes. Telegrams: Ringmer. Appointed a ‘“ Station-Holder ” for Kent, 
SS TO re LS TT TE Os ELE PIL IE EN AL LO ERE ST A OT Od ee 
= The “ Egghe”™ | 
JOHN TURTON, P. &. WHITE, +2" beset 4 FF ot cil t Pine 


Specialist Breeder Highest Ciass Utiity | MARKET DRAYTON, SALOP. ene 


R. I. Reds. Geld amd Silver NMedais 
epee ee LEGHORNS. ea BU hale fap Sed od oe =: Bese rps ne Adame’ Lavi 
neat, chick ks a Paton ate RHODE ISLAND REDS, W. Legherns. Brinle 
Unt not replaced. WHITE WYANDOTTES. 8.P.B.A. WINTER AVERAGES 66-66. 
GRANGE a TLERY FARM, MELBOURNE, Wimner of Gold, Silver and Bremze Medals 12 MONTHS’ FLOOK AVERAGES OVER Ma 
YORE, in Open Laying Competitions. BREEDING STOCK FOR SALB. 
"MRS. NORMAN PARISH 
(Barncvelder Club, 86. AY), SPECIAL OFFER. Moat Hall Poultry Farm, 


Specialist Breeder of BARNEVE ’DERS. OUSEBURN, YORES. 
(Originally Imported.) 1928 PULLETS AND COCKERELS. | capt. TUNSTILL and C. S$, CHARLTOK, 


1925 Successes: ist, Cup, Crystal Palace, 


Breeding Pens; ist, 2nd, Birmingham, ALSO A FEW BREEDING PENS. Guaranteed January-Hatched Cockerels, is 
Utility Cockerels; 2nd, 3rd, Altrincham, Satisfaction Guaranteed. WHITE WYANDOTTES and WHITE 
Cockerels; 3rd, Sandy Cock LEGHORNS, 15/- & 20/- each. 


Eggs and Chicks for Sale from above | The £4 HGGELO ” Strain. Four days approval and carriage paid. : 


birds, also from splendid unshown March-Hatched Cockerels in 
Utility Pens. WHITE, MARKET DRAYTON, SALOP. WHITE ORPINGTONS, 15)" sauae 


4 


* Avona,’”’ Bramhall, Cheshire. (Tel.: 58.) Approval and |_ carriage — pa 
> a: ian ERT, “ BARNEVEIDERS.” 
C. H. CHANDLER, YELDERBRESSE BARNEVELDERS. Over 80 prizes won this season, including 
P.C., B.B.C., 1925 AWARDS—Five Firs Pive Speciais 7 Oups, 15 Specials, 23 Firsts, 24 Seconds. 
: and Cups, Four Seconds, Three thirds, and Crystal Palace awards: 1st, exhib 
STONESTILE FARM, CHARING, KENT. Several Cards. Odok: ond, 3rd, Utility Males: ond, 

BARNEVELDERS. COCKERELS NOW READY, Double-laced: 3rd, Partridge Females; ah 
; from Dams with Records of 206 to 298 First- Breeding Pen. Start with a good Breeding 
(Sittings from 12s.). ? Grade Eggs. Pen. I can supply Splendid Oockerela, 
LIGHT SUSSEX. Detailed and Individual Recerds on Hens and Pullets in grand condition. | 

(Exhibition and Utility). @pp. on. pare aare MANWARING, 
Mating List on Application. VELDERBRESSE POULTRY FARM, S.P.B.A., Barnevelder Club, ets Club, 


Coates Halil, Barnoldswick, W. Yorks. 


ra eran PE He Plovers,” HORSMONDEN, KENT. 
EKINS, WELLINGBOROUGH, ” SPB.A. and | Chinehitia Siue Bevores 
R.I.R., Winners og 1923, Silver eral Hi. R. HUNTER, Bresge Club. B.A Maddock Rabbits. i 
Records 200-260. ire’s dam _ 283. hite ST of the Breed 
Leghorns (Cams). Records 220-284. Sire’s Ww. BRESSE 1 Harper-Adams’ Test 5 


dam, 275, Black Leghorns (Snowdens). R.1.R (S C.) ND of the Breed | BLACK LA BRESSE (Imperted) | 
a s 2f9 


Records 210-263. Sire’s dam 275. White * 

Wyandotte (Snowdens), ist Midland win Beit ot aa R.§.R.’s & WwW. LECHORNG. 
ners. Records 230-260. Sire’s dam 275. | W, LEGHGORNS, Ha. Shi beds MON ABRI POULTRY FARM. TRENTHAM. 
Light Sussex (Disney-Roebuck). Records anipshire Lest MON ABRI POULTRY RM, TREXTHAR, 
195-222. Sire’s dam 266. /ll Pullets trap-nested. | South Winchester P.F.. Twyford, Hamts. [| pPiat-Coated STOKE-ON-TRENT. Trepmestsd 


Stock Birds and Pullets 10/- to 18/- each. | Breeding Pens fer Sale. Retrievers. Pealtry. 


It is best to PLANT FRUIT TREES in the ideal months ¢ 
NOVEMBER and DECEMBER. 


Some useful advice is given in 


“Fruit Growing for Poultry Keepers. 
By F. W. WHEELER, F.R HLS. | 
Post Free 1/3. 


Published by S.P.B.A. 


From Mr. Tom Newman, The Beeches, Rudgwick, Sussesl 


| 


ecember 30th, 1925. 


£ 


FIRST GRADE BIRDS and FIRST GRABE EGC8 ‘demand 


FIRST GRADE FOODS. 


“DENTO” POULTRY FOODS 


are guaranteed FIRST GRADE QUALITY, and therefore give 


FIRST CRADE RESULTS. 


“ DENTO”’ POULTRY FOODS are used and recommended by some of the largest and most successful poultry-keepers 
Ss (commercial and exhibition) in the country....Need we say more? 


3 4 cwt. 4 owt. ~~ 1 owt. 
Complete Laying Mash... ... 5/9 ... 10/0 18/6 
Meat and Bone Meal... ... ... 6/6 ... 11/6 20/0 Carriage paid England and Wales (nearest 


x . Railway Station, or Carter Patersom whore 
Marrow Bone Meal ... soe 6/0 10/6 18/0, Giaibls) Gecnbarest port’ for Ireland, Channel 


Firet Chick Mash... ... ... ... 7/0 ... 12/6 23/0 Infands, eto.  Scottich Stations 2s. owt. 
“Growing On’* Mash ... ... 6/6 ... 11/6 21/0 extra. CASH WITH ORDER. 6d. owt. 


Meat Meal .. .. 2. ... ... 7/0 ... 12/6 BBO ee aia Tuscon 5 gee come 
Marrow Bone Crite .. ... ... 6/0 ... 10/6 18/0 


\ 


“The DENTON MANUFACTURING COMPANY (en. “Mm, NERBAYEN 


1. 


BEEP PEEPS 


OULTRY HYGIENE 


Parasites lower & - 6 gg : ae < ) HEALTHY HENS 


‘ 9 
a “2 

| 

t 

4 

= | 

i 


nen 


a bird’s vitality 
by constant 
irritation and 8 ea af aes “p 

an easy victim ~—-S@ A eeu st STH pia the Goods” 


‘4 free from 
parasitic worries 


AS ITE INES POTTS SLT LT II ETE IIT 


ee 


In the Ran, the Dust Bath, crevices in the 
Poultry House and on the Dropping Boards. 


“Poultry Husbandry,’ an Illustrated Book on Poultry 
Keeping in all its aspects, 64 pages, 6d. post free. 
Other literature free from NEWTON, CHAMBERS & Co., Ltp., SHEFFIELD. 


December 30th, 1925. 


ZITAT 


IT WILL PAY YOU TO SEND US A TRIAL 
ORDER. OUR PRICES, QUALITY CON. 
SIDERED, ARE THE LOWEST. r 


| a \ 
WT i] 7) | 


BRODER 


LA Per Cwt. 
ZA. ‘< < . 
i Ala Mr. Tom Newman’s Laying Mash ... 11/23 
“- ‘3 Growing Mash ... 11/3 
Me Gee 3 s Breeding Mash ... 12/3 
§ COSTS ONLY 30s. COMPLETE. CAPACITY 35 to 60 CHICKS. Clipped Oais, Good ... ... ... 2... 13/6 
In an hour you ean make a Wetter Brooder than ; f 
buy. No tools needed, but sae and RAS Sah alt ae Meat Mea! (good quality) Dt «A (ate er 15/0 
the iss Te hike ns old hens, and Ba better: ee materials, 14/ = 
1 4 ‘Bi will not cost you 0s = ey 
I win nh aireotl my Brooder, and ill send. you aks Meat and Bone Meal een eee eae ee /e 
ons for making it, t t 7 i ‘3 
Putnam Brooder Heater for 27s. 6d.; all iat pata Try Kibbled and Screened Maize ... ... ... _ 


the Brooder ont, and if you don’t say it’s the best Brooder 
you ever used, return me Bebe in 30 days, and get you: 


Poultry Mixture (excellent quality, 
thoroughly cleaned) 12/9. 


PLANS @NLY will be ment ae post paid on receipt of 34. 


Free on rail Wallington Station. Cash with Order. 


R. E. JOHNSON « SON. 


POUND STREET, CARSHALTON, 
SURREY. 


‘Phone: SUTTON 1279. 
THU MIU ar CO A US 


SEU E CLP C O 


SHAHN 


THE “LEAMON” 
LAYING HOUSES 


SPECIFICATION, 


ENDS, Back and Front.—4-in. Tamgued and aiowtea Matching on | 
2-in x 3-in. Framing (planed). 

ROOF —_tHia "Tenged and Grooved Matching” carried by 2-in. = 
4-in. Lota (planed). 

FLOOR aon and G. Boards on 2-in. x 3-in. Joists. 

PARTITIONS. arise are placed every i0-ft. and covered witl 4 

Rin, Tongued and Grooved Matching on 2-in. x Sim. 


These Laying Houses, which sre built im sections, are light Battens (planed); they are covered with Matching oft. 
and well ventilated. froma baek. | 
They are designed with a view te giving the birés ample floor DROPPING BOARDS. —3-ft. wide, the whole length of the House, | 
space when kept in da bad weather. with twe perehea. | 
The roof is so constructed that ft camnot be lifted by the NEST BOKES One set of eix Nests is provided every 10-ft., and 
strongest of gales, and the fronte are guaranteed absolutely oan be fitted with Trap Nests if required, as shown in 
Draught and Weatherproof. ustration, 16/- per set peer ie Nee eae ai r : 

NPS DOO. One ock and key. 
length gay ey Mit sr? caunety ae eae F Floor oe ATTSNDAI B. one = | 
10-ft. 5 12-ft. HEN EXTT#.—One overy 10-ft. . a 4 
=e ” r shine oo or The Roof, Weather Board and Nest Boxes nae sovered with veal | 
t ” » tumen ek The wh ouse is 2 
eee ee ea see | 
. ” 32 tion fer Hut of Houses or | 
éS-ft. 198-198 aad £3 amy pattern give, on tian. Hetimates for “islivars ¥ | 
CARRIAGE Pap TO NEAREST RAILWAY STATION. Bead and erecting on Bite. 


in TUpET, THE FLEET POULTRY APPLIANCE WORKS, a. W. LEAMOW, 


KING'S ROAD, FLEET, HANTS. 


Printed fer the Proprietors by the Gity and South London Printing and Publishing Go., Ltd. (T.U.), 94, Farnesmbe Street, 8.E. 
Bdited by Mr. Tom Newman and published by the Scientific Poultry Breeders’ Assoeiation, Rudgwick. 
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